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Mehaffie 
ready for new 
role as state 
representative
By Eric Wise
Press And Journal Staff

Tom Mehaffie said he is excited to embark 
on his career as a state representative, fol-
lowing his election to the state House of 
Representatives representing the 106th 
District. 
Mehaffie won the 2016 primary election 

against Jonathan Keeler of Derry Township. 
Mehaffie was unopposed Nov. 8 in the gen-
eral election, which 
he won with 21,836 
votes, according to 
the unofficial Dauphin 
County results.
As a new member of 

the General Assembly, 
Mehaffie begins his 
work as a representa-
tive-elect Dec. 1, as do 
all freshman represen-
tatives, including 12 
Republicans and 10 
Democrats this year. They will be sworn 
in Jan. 2, 2017.
There are parallels to Mehaffie’s years 

in business, in which he has owned and 
managed Breski’s Beverage in Swatara 
Township since 1993. 
“It’s the same thing as my business with 

customer service — a focus on constituent 
service,” he said of being an effective state 
representative.
“First of all, I am hoping to continue 

and grow upon great constituent service,” 
Mehaffie said. “John Payne did a great job, 
and I want to continue building on that.” 

NOTHING GREATER THAN TO BE A

RAIDER

Photo by Bill Darrah
Noelle Zimmerman, Paige Burger and McKenzie Coble cheer on the Blue Raiders on Friday.

Photos by Jodi Ocker
Above, Middletown fullback 
Justin Mayersky scored 
from three yards out for his 
first varsity touchdown that 
put the Blue Raiders up 
49-7 in their game against 
Notre Dame-Green Pond 
at Hersheypark Stadium 
on Friday night. The win 
puts the team into the 3A 
state championship game 
on Saturday at Hersheypark 
Stadium vs. Beaver Falls. The 
win continues Middletown’s 
undefeated season during 
which few opponents could 
even keep the score close 
with the Blue Raiders. But 
the Tigers, ranked No. 1 in 
the state, likely will be their 
stiffest test yet. At right, 
the Middletown “M” flies 
proudly.

See full coverage in 
Sports, pages B1-B2.

By Dan Miller
Press And Journal Staff

If you are trying to come up with a good 
way to help your neighbor in need this 
holiday season, one place to start is at the 
local food bank.
Three food banks serve the greater 

Middletown area — Middletown Area 
Interfaith Food Pantry at 201 Wyoming St. 
in Royalton, Grace and Mercy Church and 
Ministries at 501 Ann St. in Middletown, 
and Glad Tidings Assembly of God Church 
at 190 Fulling Mill Road in Lower Swatara 
Township. Here is some information about 
each, and about how you help — or if you 
need food for you and you family, how you 
can get help.
In addition, a number of churches in the 

Middletown area hold free community 
dinners on a regular basis. For example, 
Wesley United Methodist Church on Ann 
Street offers a free community meal from 
6 to 7 p.m. every Tuesday. 
In other words, this is not an all-inclusive 

list of all the churches and groups that pro-
vide food to those in need, not just during 
the holidays but year-round. If you are part 
of such a group and would like the public to 
know more about what you do, let us know 
and we will help spread the word.

Interfaith Food Pantry 
What they provide: An extensive offering 

of soups, vegetables, fruits, meats, frozen 
foods, dairy items like milk and eggs, 
nonperishable items, peanut butter, pastas, 
potato dinners, snacks and more.
Where they get it: Central Pennsylvania 

Food Bank, area churches, local grocery 
stores including Giant, Karns, and Sharp 
Shopper.
Who they help: The Interfaith Food Pan-

try serves 450 to 500 per month, including 
close to 200 families. The food pantry 
serves everyone within the 17057 zip code, 
which includes Lower Swatara, Royalton 
and Middletown.

Want to aid 
those in 
need? Try 
food banks

Middletown school board 
shakeup continues as 
president abruptly resigns

Please See FOOD, Page A6

Mehaffie

By Dan Miller
Press And Journal Staff

They’re officially making moonshine 
in the old Elks Building in downtown 
Middletown.
Well not moonshine, exactly, but whiskey 

for sure, with bourbon, vodka and gin 
soon to follow.
Having received all required government 

approvals, Tattered Flag Brewery and Still 
Works about a week ago started distill-
ing its own craft spirits 
inside the 105-year-old 
Elks Building, said Pat 
Devlin, one of four mem-
bers of the Tattered Flag 
partnership.
The other big news is 

that Tattered Flag is about 
a week away from open-
ing its full-service brew 
pub restaurant on the 
second floor — meaning 
that “every ounce of the 
building would be open at 
that point,” Devlin said.
That does not include the 

Elks Theatre, which is not 
part of the Tattered Flag 
project and is still owned 
by the borough.
Portions of the Tattered 

Flag second-floor space 
will be available for pri-
vate parties and special 
events such as rehearsal 
dinners and small wed-
dings. In addition, one 
room on the second floor 
has been set up with a 
Penn State theme.
Tattered Flag has been gradually expand-

ing its hours since the second week of July, 
when the business first opened its tasting 
room to the public. With the full opening 
of the second floor, Tattered Flag will be 
open five days a week.
The business will be closed on most 

Mondays and Tuesdays, the two days of 
the week that Tattered Flag will devote to 
keeping up production of beer and spirits, 
Devlin said.
Getting to this point is the culmination 

of a dream for the partnership, which 

first presented its plan to turn most of 
the Elks Building into a combined craft 
brewery-distillery brew pub to Middle-
town borough officials and to the public 
in the summer of 2015.
In August 2015, borough council and the 

Middletown Industrial and Commercial 
Development Authority approved leasing 
most of the Elks Building — all but the 
Elks Theatre space — to Tattered Flag. 
The borough also approved a $1.5 million 

loan to Tattered Flag — including $1.1 

million toward the cost of transform-
ing the building into the combined craft 
brewery/distillery brew pub, and $400,000 
to finance Tattered Flag acquiring its 
portion of the Elks Building through a 
mortgage. Tattered Flag in January 2017 is 
to begin repaying the loan to the borough.
On Dec. 30, 2015, Tattered Flag closed 

on its acquisition of the 13,000-square 
foot Elks Building space.
“It’s been a long 14 months, a struggle 

at times challenging at other times but 

Tattered Flag, 
restaurant and all, 
to fully open soon; 
whiskey being made

Please See OPEN, Page A6

Press And Journal photo by Dan Miller
Two of the four Tattered Flag partners — Matt Fritz 
and Pat Devlin — take a break in one of the upstairs 
rooms of the brew pub restaurant soon to be open 
on the second floor of the Elks Building.

By Dan Miller
Press And Journal Staff

Middletown Area 
School Board will 
have new leaders — 
and some new faces 
— for 2017.
Five board members 

voted 5-0 to elect Linda 
Mehaffie as the board’s 
new president for 2017 
during a reorganiza-
tion meeting on Monday, Dec. 5. The 
board also voted 5-0 to choose Michael 
Corradi as vice president.
Among the four members absent was 

Newton Davis, who has been the board’s 
president throughout all of 2016. 
Davis unexpectedly dropped off a letter 

of resignation earlier in the day to Su-
perintendent Lori Suski, Suski said. The 
one-sentence letter only said that Davis 
was resigning effective immediately, and 
gave no reason why, Suski said.
The board quickly moved during the 

reorganization to appoint by 5-0 vote to 
fill Davis’s seat Darnell Montgomery of 
the 1700 block of Lakeside Drive in Lower 

Swatara Township.
Montgomery is to be sworn into office 

during the board’s next meeting on Dec. 19 
by District Judge David Judy, Suski said. 
Montgomery will hold the seat through 
Dec. 4, 2017, although he can choose to 
run for election to a full four-year term 
in 2017.
Montgomery had been one of five 

residents who had applied to fill another 
board seat that had been vacated in Oc-
tober by Michael Richards. Richards had 
been on the board for 21 years but, like 
Davis, resigned abruptly without telling 
the public why.

Montgomery Corradi

Please See SCHOOL, Page A4

Mehaffie

CHIEF BEY RESIGNS IN-DEPTH TRAINING



www.pressandjournal.com; e-mail - info@pressandjournal.comA2 - THE PRESS AND JOURNAL, Wednesday, December 7, 2016

UNDEFEATED season
In your own words, the Press And Journal 
invites local businesses as well as friends & family the 
chance to wish our Blue Raiders best of luck & job well 
done! This is a great way to recognize the team & the 
students who helped support this amazing season!

This special section in our December 14th edition will 
feature your words of encouragement & wisdom. 
*SUBMISSIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY NOON ON DECEMBER 9, 2016

Just complete the form, indicate payment method & mail your message to:
Press And Journal: 20 South Union Street, Middletown, PA 17057

PLEASE CONTACT MAXINE ETTER AT (717) 944-4628 FOR QUESTIONS & MORE INFO.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

*your message here:
Price includes two lines of text, or 70 characters maximum. 

I AM A (PLEASE CHECK ONE): ❏ BUSINESS ($25) -OR- ❏ FRIEND/FAMILY ($15)

billing:
• Please make checks payable to: Press And Journal
• If you are paying by credit card, please call NANCY BROWN at (717) 944-4628

CONTACT information:
YOUR NAME:
PHONE:
EMAIL:

let’s congratulate our middletown blue raiders!
LAST CHANCE! 

deadline 

IS dec. 9
th

*

The Best 
"Everything 

Shoppe in PA"

Lots of furniture, candles, 
antiques and collectibles...
something for everyone!

139 S. Hanover St., Hummelstown • 566-5685
(Rt. 322 E. to Hummelstown Exit, make a left)

OPEN DAILY 9-5; SUN. 12-5

SALE ITEMS ON ALL 3 FLOORS

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10

Holiday Open House
Wednesday, December 7 - Sunday, December 11

Holiday 
Craft and Gift Show

Middletown First Church of God
245 West High Street, Middletown

Saturday, December 10 • 8am-2pm
Crafts • Gifts • Baked Goods 

Lunch Sale including soup, Hot Dogs, Beef & Pork BBQ
For more information, contact Ann at amhipple@comcast.net 

or visit www.facebook.com/events/1793240137556840

The annual Breakfast with Santa 
will be held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 11, at The Middletown 
Home, 999 W. Harrisburg Pike.
There will be free photos with 

Santa Claus.
Reserve a spot by today, Dec. 7, 

with Gloria Altimore at galtimore@
middletownhome.org or call 717-
944-3351.

Enjoy breakfast with Santa

Christmas Bake Sale
Saturday, December 10 

9 am-noon

ST. ANN BYZANTINE CATHOLIC CHURCH
5408 Locust Lane, Harrisburg

For information call 652-0545 or visit www.stannbyz.org

Homemade 
Walnut, Poppyseed, 

& Apricot Rolls 
$10 each

NO ORDERS 
WILL BE 
TAKEN

Sale held in the parish hall on a first come, first served basis.
Visit our Gift Shop! Open during sale times.

SUNDAY
December 11

B
1

MANIA
BING

LONDONDERRY FIRE CO. - 2655 Foxianna Rd., Middletown • 944-2175

Held 2nd Sunday 
of each month

32 TOTAL GAmeS
Packages start at

6 cards for 
$25

2 Large Guaranteed 
Jackpots

Doors & Kitchen 
open at noon 

Bingo starts at
 2 pm

$5.00 OFF 
with this ad!

Exp. 12/11/16

B 7

BingoNEW
YEAR’S

EVE

Saturday
December 31

Doors open at 5 pm
Bingo starts at 7 pm

All You Can Eat BUFFET
$10 (starts at 5:30 pm)
Buffet lasts all evening

LONDONDERRY FIRE CO. 2655 Foxianna Rd., Middletown • 944-2175

Call 576-8649 to RSVP - Pre-purchased tickets $10 - At the door $15
••• SEATING IS LIMITED THIS YEAR •••

BINGO PACKAGES 
SOLD SEPARATELY

  LIVING LIFE COMMUNITY CENTER

Christmas Celebration

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
CHILDREN MUST BE PRESENT TO RECEIVE GIFTS

FOOD, SINGING, GIFTS AND FUN!
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17, 3 pm

Living Life Community Center
56 E. Emaus St., Middletown

Gifts will be given out to children 12 years & under 
who are registered. To register, call 944-4455 and 

leave gender and age of child.

Cameron Johnson, a senior from 
Middletown Area High School, was 
one of more than 800 high school 
cheerleaders and dancers from across 
the country who represented the camp 
brands of Varsity Spirit in the second 
annual Varsity Spirit Spectacular at the 
Walt Disney World Resort in Orlando, 
Florida from Dec. 1-4.
The individuals invited to perform in 

the parade are part of a select group 
of 10th to 12th grade captains, co-
captains and officers who attended 
a Varsity Spirit summer camp this 
summer hosted by Universal Cheer-
leaders Association, Universal Dance 
Association, National Cheerleaders 
Association, National Dance Alliance 
and United Spirit Association. 
She performed in an exclusive pre-

parade performance through Disney’s 
Magic Kingdom Park before of 
hundreds of fans. Besides enjoying a 
sunny trip to Orlando, performers had 
the opportunity to meet cheerleaders 
and dancers from across that nation 
and enjoy the holiday season at Walt 
Disney World Resort parks. 
For more information about Varsity 

Spirit or Varsity Brands, visit www.
varsity.com or www.varsitybrands.
com. 

Cheerleader 
performs at 
Disney World

Contributed photo

The bridge that carries New-
berry Road over Route 283 
in Londonderry Township 
reopened to traffic Friday 
morning. 
The bridge had been closed 

since Oct. 24 for a construc-
tion project to repair damage 
to the bridge. The bridge 
carries about 700 vehicles 
on a daily basis. 
This was the second of two 

similarly damaged bridges to 
be repaired. The first started 
was the Union Street bridge over Route 
283 in Lower Swatara Township.    
Both bridges were damaged on May 

1 last spring when the boom of an 
excavator carried on a trailer hauled 
by a truck on eastbound Route 283 
struck them. 
The under-clearance for the Union 

Street bridge is 14 feet 10 inches; for 
the Newberry Road bridge, the under-
clearance is 14 feet 5 inches. 

Any load higher than 13 feet 6 
inches requires a hauling permit from 
PennDOT. 
Both Union Street and Newberry 

Road are local township roads, but the 
bridges over Route 283 are owned and 
maintained by PennDOT.
PennDOT contracted with Clear-

water Construction Inc. of Mercer 
to replace the fascia beams of both 
bridges and conduct deck and parapet 
repairs at a cost of $407,050.   

Newberry Road bridge reopens 
in Londonderry Township

Who is the best doctor in Pennsyl-
vania? The Pennsylvania Academy 
of Family Physicians needs the pub-
lic’s help to choose its 2017 Family 
Physician of the Year.
The PAFP is looking for an ex-

ceptional physician who models 
care, compassion and integrity in 
everything they do, who provides 
the best to their patients, is engaged 
in his or her community, and is a 
role model in both professional and 
personal settings. Past winners of the 
award have dedicated their lives to 

making the world a better place as 
family physicians, from missions 
trips to donate services to those in 
need to taking special roles on task 
forces and in local community and 
governance groups.
Go to pafp.com/TopDoc, read the 

list of rules, and fill out the form. 
The nominee must be a practicing 
member of the Pennsylvania Acad-
emy of Family Physicians (most 
Pennsylvania physicians are mem-
bers). The deadline for nominations 
is Jan. 27, 2017.

Who is best doctor in state?
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Wallace Hipple Sr. 
 Wallace K. “Hip” Hipple Sr., 87, of 

Middletown, entered into eternal rest 
on Monday, November 28, 2016 at 
Harrisburg Hospital.
 He was born on September 13, 1929 

in Middletown and was the loving son 
of the late Stephen G. and I. Gertrude 
(Musgrave) Hipple.
 Wallace was retired from Fruehauf 

Corp. and Eshenaur Fuel. He was an 
avid camper, boater and fisherman, 
but also enjoyed gardening, building 
and plumbing.
 In addition to his parents, he was 

preceded in death by five brothers 
and four sisters.
 Wallace is survived by his wife of 67 

years, Faye (Herneisey) Hipple; five 
children, Wally Jr. (Christine) of Lin-
glestown, Kathy Cochran of Royalton, 
Deb Manfred (Gene) of Middletown, 
Steve (Debbie) of Belleville, Sue Goss 
(Norman) of Middletown; 18 grand-
children; and 21 great-grandchildren.
 A tribute to Wallace’s life will be held 

on Friday, December 2, 2016 at 1 p.m. 
at Matinchek Funeral Home and Cre-
mation Services, Inc., 260 East Main 
St., Middletown, PA 17057, with the 
Rev. Dr. J. Richard Eckert officiating. 
There will be a viewing from 12 p.m. 
until the hour of the service on Friday.
 Interment will be at Middletown 

Cemetery, Middletown.
 In lieu of flowers memorial contribu-

tions may be made in Wallace’s name 
to the charity of donor’s choice.
 Condolences may be sent online at 

www.matinchekfuneralhome.com. 

To place your business in the directory contact the 
Press And Journal at: 20 S.Union Street, Middletown

E-mail: info@pressandjournal.com 
Web site: www.pressandjournal.com

Phone: 717-944-4628

Business Directory

Dailey’s Service Station
200 East Main Street, Middletown

717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station
138 West Main Street, Middletown

717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service
231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown

717-944-7154

AUTO SERVICE

Hondru Auto
2005 South Market Street, Elizabethtown

717-367-6644

Sutliff Chevrolet, Don Stago
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg
717-234-4444 or 717-940-4963

AUTO DEALER

Michele Hughes Lutz
Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton 

717-944-5425

FLOWERS

Olmsted Plaza Barber Shop 
1547 W. Harrisburg Pike, Middletown

717-944-9364

BARBER

Rhoads Pharmacy & Gift Shop
17 West Main Street, Hummelstown

717-566-2525
Middletown Pharmacy 

& Gift Shop
436 E. Main Street, Middletown

717-944-1640

HALLMARK CARDS/GIFTS

Press And Journal Publications
Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery

For More Information 
717-944-4628 

PRINTING

Hairport/Touch of Class
2 S. Union Street, Middletown

717-944-7980
Sharp Cuts

124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000

SALON

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Dale Sinniger & Son Electric

717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring
5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg

717-545-6103

HW Wilson Roofing
2161 North Union Street, Middletown 

717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service
3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown

717-367-3724

State Farm Insurance
Steve Lane

735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

INSURANCE

Home Team Training
500 North Union Street, Middletown

717-215-9607

PERSONAL TRAINING

CHIROPRACTOR
PHYSICAL THERAPIST

THE HETRICK CENTER
500 North Union Street, Middletown

717-944-2225

Black Horse Tavern
101 E. Main Street, Middletown

717-944-0450

RESTAURANT

DO-IT-YOURSELF or HAVE IT INSTALLED 
by OUR OWN EXPERT MECHANICS

Home
Depot

Hess Gas5435 Jonestown Rd., Harrisburg
545-6103 • 545-9859

Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Mon., Thurs., Fri. 6-9; Sat. 9-3
www.gipefl oorandwallcovering.com • PA009846

Carpet • Sheet Vinyl • Ceramic Tile • Vinyl Tile 
Hardwood • Laminates • Floor Care Products

Check In-Store 
Specials

FLOOR & WALL COVERING

Visit Our Complete Showroom

Speedway

Fees For Obituaries: 31¢ per word. $5 for photo. 
Fees For Card of Thanks or In Memoriam: 

$10 / 45 words or less; $10 each additional 45 words or less. 
Paid In Advance - Cash, Check, Visa, Mastercard. 

Deadline - Monday Noon. 
Contact Press And Journal at 717-944-4628, 

e-mail: PamSmith@pressandjournal.com 
or Your Funeral Director.

Jason M. Dunn, 26, of Harrisburg, 
passed away Wednesday, November 
30, 2016.
 Born in Hershey on August 2, 1990, 

he was the son of Mary E. McAndrew 
Dunn, and Earl F. Dunn, husband of 
Kim, both of Harrisburg.  
 Jason was an auto mechanic. He 

loved working on cars, hunting, fish-
ing and playing guitar.  Jason was a 
wonderful carpenter, and there was 
nothing he could not fix.      
 In addition to his parents, Jason is 

survived by his wife, Jamie Staub 
Dunn of Etters; his children, Jayden 
and Joy Dunn of Etters; and several 
aunts, uncles, and cousins.
 A memorial service will be held on 

Friday, December 9, 2016, at 4 p.m. 
at Trefz & Bowser Funeral Home, 
Inc., 114 West Main Street, Hummel-
stown, with Pastor Justin Thompson of 
Calvary Baptist Church, Harrisburg, 
officiating. A visitation will be held 
on Friday in the funeral home from 
3 p.m. until the time of the service.   

Car crashes, bursts into 
flames on Oberlin Road

Police report a Maryland resident 
apparently escaped serious injury 
when her car crashed and caught fire 
during an accident at 12:22 a.m. Nov. 
22 in the 1400 block of Oberlin Road.
According to investigators, Hannah 

Kassi, 21, of the 500 block of Valley 
Block Drive, Silver Springs, was 
driving her 2013 Nissan Rogue when 
it went off the road, struck an embank-
ment, went airborne and struck a tree. 
The car burst into flames after it flipped 
onto its roof, police said.
Police said Kassi managed to escape 

from the car. Firefighters from the 
township quickly extinguished the fire 
but the car was totaled, police added.
Kassi was taken to the Milton S. Her-

shey Medical Center for treatment. The 
accident report did not report details 
about the victim’s condition.
Police confirmed the incident remains 

under investigation.

Chocolate syrup, glitter  
and “googly eyes”

A resident of Lakeside Drive told 
police glitter mixed with either oil 
or chocolate syrup was poured over 
his car.
Police said the vandalism to the 2011 

Chevrolet Impala took place some time 
on Nov. 25. 
In addition to the liquid, police said a 

set of large “googly eyes” were stuck 

to the car’s doors.
Police were unable to report if the 

car had been damaged but are asking 
anyone with information about the 
incident to call them at 717-939-0463.

Theft of $3,000 merchandise 
from FedEx

Stephanie Wilkerson, 55, of the 1000 
block of Wintertide Drive, Harrisburg, 
has been charged with theft following 
incidents at the FedEx facility in the 
2000 block of North Union Street, 
police report.
Police reported Wilkerson had an 

array of merchandise sent to her 
residence from the local business. 
Investigators said the the items were 
mislabeled and she routed them to her 
home. Reportedly the merchandise 
was valued at $3,000.
FedEx did an internal investigation 

into the incidents and subsequently 
turned over information to township 
police on Oct. 31.
The accused is scheduled to appear 

before District Justice Michael Smith 
on Dec. 15 for a preliminary hearing 
on the charges.

DUI charge against  
man from Marietta

Jared Zogby, 24, of the 500 block 
of West Market Street, Marietta, has 
been charged with DUI, DUI-highest 
rate of alcohol and driving a vehicle 
with no rear lights, police reported.
The arresting officer note the accused 

was driving a 2013 Hyundai Elantra 
that was stopped at 12:17 a.m. Oct. 29 
because the car’s brake lights were not 
operating. Reportedly, Zogby was also 
driving the car in an erratic manner.
Zogby was taken to the Dauphin 

County Judicial Center on suspicion 
that he was driving while under the 
influence of intoxicants, the arrest 
report noted. Police said a sample of 
blood was drawn from the accused 
and tested for the possible presence of 
intoxicants. Results of the tests were 
not reported.
The accused is scheduled to appear 

before District Justice Michael Smith 
on Jan. 5 for a preliminary hearing on 
the charges.

Identify theft attempted  
from purchases

A township resident told police he 
was a victim of an attempted fraud 
involving a credit card secured in his 
name but without his knowledge.
Police said the victim discovered 

$593 in fraudulent charges were noted 
in his credit report on Nov. 22. Police 
believe the resident’s Social Security 
number had been stolen and subse-
quently used to secure a credit card.
Investigators noted the purchases 

from Fingerhut were reportedly made 
to the victim’s home in the township 
but acknowledged the merchandise 
was never delivered. Police believe 
the purchases were made between 
October 2015 and 2016.

Lower Swatara Twp. 
Police News

Following is a compilation of reports from the Lower Swatara Twp. 
Police Department. Please be aware all those charged/cited 

are presumed innocent unless proven otherwise in a court of law.

The Highspire Borough Police 
Department is investigating a bank 
robbery that occurred at the Citizens 
Bank on Second Street on Nov. 5. 
At about 9:45 a.m., the suspect ap-

proached the lobby and placed the 
floor mats located in the entryway 
under the front doors to block the 
doors from closing. 
Once inside, the suspect announced 

that it was a robbery and demanded all 
the loose money in the drawers. The 
suspect threatened that he had a gun, 
but no gun was displayed.
The suspect took an undisclosed 

amount of cash and fled on foot in an 
unknown direction.
The suspect is described as being a 

white or Hispanic male in his 20s or 
30s, 5 feet 6 to 5 feet 8 inches tall, and 
about 180 pounds.
He was wearing a black hooded 

sweatshirt, blue jeans, white and 
black sneakers, a black ski mask and 
black gloves. He was carrying a black 
backpack.
If you have information about this 

bank robbery, submit a tip to Crime 
Stoppers by calling 800-262-3080. 

Tipsters can remain anonymous. Tips 
can also be given directly to police by 
calling County Dispatch at 717-558-

6900. If your tip leads to an arrest, 
you could be eligible for a reward of 
up to $2,000.

Highspire police seek bank robbery 
suspect who threatened he had a gun

By Eric Wise
Press And Journal Staff

The man accused of multiple retail 
thefts and a carjacking in Middletown 
now faces additional charges in Lan-
caster County. 
Alfred Charles Carrera II, 44, of 

Hummelstown, has previously been 
charged in Middletown for threaten-
ing a woman at Hardee’s and steal-
ing her Dodge Durango on Nov. 13. 
Police caught him Nov. 16 following 
a high-speed chase from Penbrook to 
Swatara Township. 
Carrera now faces additional charges 

from Mount Joy police concerning 
a Nov. 15 incident in which police 
pursued Carrera and his accomplice, 
Lisa Dawn Smith, 45, also of Hum-
melstown. Police stopped the pursuit 
in the interest of public safety.
 Carrera is accused of stealing items 

from the Mount Joy Giant store prior to 
the pursuit. Carrera shoplifted laundry 

detergent from 
various grocery 
stores with the 
intention to resell 
it, Middletown 
police previously 
reported. 
M o u n t  J o y 

police charged 
Carrera  wi th 
aggravated as-
sault, 10 counts 
of recklessly en-
dangering another person, two counts 
of agricultural vandalism and fleeing 
or attempting to elude police. In ad-
dition, he is charged with retail theft/
taking merchandise and receiving 
stolen property. 
Carrera was also cited for 10 counts 

of reckless driving, four failures to 
stop at a red signal, four instances 
of passing other vehicles on the left 
unsafely, two counts of trespass by 
motor vehicle and for failing to drive 

at a safe speed. 
Mount Joy police charged Smith 

with retail theft/taking merchandise 
and conspiracy of retail theft/taking 
merchandise. 
Carrera and Smith are scheduled to 

appear for a preliminary hearing Dec. 
15 before District Judge Scott E. Albert 
in Mount Joy. 
State Police filed charges against Car-

rera for shoplifting in South Hanover 
Towship, Dauphin County. Carrera 
was charged with retail theft/taking 
merchandise, receiving stolen prop-
erty and criminal mischief/damaging 
property for a Nov. 15 incident. In 
connection with Carrera’s other activ-
ity, Middletown police reported that 
Carrera and Smith were caught on 
video Nov. 15 at the Giant on Route 
39 in South Hanover Township.
Carrera was previously charged with 

theft-related charges in Middletown, 
Lower Paxton Township and twice in 
Camp Hill. 

Alleged carjacker faces more charges

Carrera

Lower Dauphin students will ring in 
the holidays with a host of concerts 
across the district this winter.
“It’s a great way to celebrate the 

season by enjoying the musical talents 
of our students in elementary school, 
middle school and high school,” said 
Dr. Sherri Smith, superintendent. 
“We’re looking forward to seeing 
those smiling faces on stage again 
this year.”
The schedule for the district’s winter 

concerts is:
• Dec. 8: Lower Dauphin High School 

will host its orchestra and string or-
chestra along with the middle school’s 
sixth-grade strings under the direction 
of Mrs. Melody Cliff at 7 p.m.
• Dec. 12: Lower Dauphin High 

School will host its concert band un-
der the direction of Keith Richardson 
along with the middle school’s sixth-
grade band under the direction of Greg 

Hutchison at 7 p.m.
• Dec. 14: Lower Dauphin High 

School will host a choral concert 
featuring the chorus, women’s select 
choir and chamber singers under the 
direction of Elizabeth Colpo along 
with the middle school’s sixth-grade 
chorus under the direction of Matt 
Dickinson at 7 p.m.
• Dec. 15: Conewago Elementary 

School will host concerts at 1:30 and 
7 p.m. featuring the fifth-grade band, 
strings and chorus and the second 
grade under the direction of Jessica 
O’Donnell and Jamie Marrs.
• Dec. 15: East Hanover Elementary 

School will host concerts at 2 and 7 
p.m. featuring the fifth-grade band, 
strings and chorus and the second 
grade under the direction of Jessica 
Zampelli and Caleb Stelle.
• Dec. 21: Nye Elementary School 

will host concerts at 9:30 a.m. and 7 

p.m. featuring fifth-grade band, strings 
and chorus and the second grade under 
the direction of Melissa Brosius.
• Dec. 21: Londonderry Elementary 

School will host concerts at 1:30 and 7 
p.m. featuring fifth-grade band, strings 
and chorus and the second grade under 
the direction of Jamie Marrs and Jes-
sica O’Donnell.
• Dec. 21: South Hanover Elementary 

School will host concerts at 2 and 7 
p.m. featuring fifth-grade band, strings 
and chorus and the second grade under 
the direction of Caleb Stelle and Jes-
sica Zampelli.
• Jan. 24: Lower Dauphin Middle 

School will host a concert at 7 p.m. in 
the high school auditorium featuring 
the seventh- and eighth-grade band, 
orchestra and chorus that will be un-
der the direction of Greg Hutchison, 
Melody Cliff and Matt Dickinson, 
respectively.

Lower Dauphin to hold holiday concerts

Jason Dunn

 In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests memorial contributions 
be made to Trefz & Bowser Fu-
neral Home, Inc., 114 West Main 
Street, Hummelstown, PA 17036, 
to help offset the funeral expenses. 
 Online condolences may be shared at 
www.trefzandbowser.com.

 Kathryn Mae (Tripp) Shope, 76, of 
Elizabethville, entered into eternal rest 
on November 18, 2016. 
 She was born on February 26, 1940 

and was the daughter of the late Otis 
E. and Kathryn L. (Myers) Tripp. 
 Kathryn was a nurse’s aid for the 

Odd Fellows Home for many years. 
 In addition to her parents, she was 

preceded in death by her husband, 
Jesse W. Shope in February of 2009.
 She is survived by her three daugh-

ters, Donna, Diane, and Lizzy; a 
brother, Eugene Tripp; and a sister, 
Paulie Tripp.

 Memorial services and burial will 
be at the convenience of the family.
 The family has entrusted the care 

of the Matinchek Funeral Home and 
Cremation Services, Inc., Middletown 
to handle the funeral arrangements. 
 Condolences may be sent online at 

www.matinchekfuneralhome.com.

Kathryn Shope

New Thing 
seeks help for 
those in need  
at Christmas
New Thing-A United Methodist 

Community, 2285 W. Harrisburg 
Pike, seeks help from the people of 
Middletown and the surrounding area 
to make Christmas a little merrier for 
children in the Middletown/Highspire/
Steelton communities.
New Thing will hold its third An-

nual Christmas Shoppe on Friday 
and Saturday, Dec 9-10. Registered 
families will be allowed to choose 
up to four gifts and a blanket for each 
child between the ages of birth and 15 
years. Families must provide proof 
that they reside in one of the three 
designated communities and that they 
receive some form of assistance for 
low income families.  
Registration opened Nov. 21 and was 

capped at 150 children by Nov. 23. 
Additional families were placed on a 
waitlist. Help is needed for New Thing 
to be able to lift the cap and provide 
gifts for additional children. Donations 
of new toys for all ages, diapers and 
wipes for babies, and toiletries for 
older youth will be gratefully accepted.  
Donations can be dropped off at New 

Thing by today, Wednesday, Dec. 7. 
New Thing is open every weekday 
from 8 a.m. to noon, Tuesday and 
Wednesday between 6 and 8:30 p.m. 
and Sunday from 9 a.m. to noon. 
Arrangements can also be made for 
other times by calling 717-388-1065. 
Monetary contributions may be mailed 
to New Thing, P.O. Box 370, Middle-
town, PA 17057.

Contributed photo
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You go everywhere we go:  
 online and print!

easy to do: online pressandjournal.com | email info@pressandjournal.com | call 717-944-4628 | visit 20 S. Union St.

PRINT&WEB 
$10 (yard sales) 
$15 (non-commercial) 
$25 (commercial)

Legal & Public Notices: 
Call or email for pricing 

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.

COMMUNITY

PRINT&WEB
$10 (yard sales) 
$15 (non-commercial) 
$25 (commercial)

Legal & Public Notices 
call or email for pricing 

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.

MISCELLANEOUS

IF YOU USED THE BLOOD THIN-
NER XARELTO and suffered internal 
bleeding, hemorrhaging, required hos-
pitalization or a loved one died while 
taking Xarelto between 2011 and the 
present time, you may be entitled to 
compensation. Call Attorney Charles 
H. Johnson 1-800-535-5727

Construction
Home Improvement

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured
for Your

Protection 
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating

Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Licensed Electricians  •  Fully Insured

40 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Free Estimates • 944-3419 or 944-6766

DALE A. SINNIGER & SON

•New & Old Wiring
•Code Updates
•Phone & TV  
  Cable Wiring
•Electric Heat
•Electric Smoke 
  Detectors

Employment

DOING WHAT WE SAY SINCE 1935.  
SEE FOR YOURSELF.

schneiderjobs.com
schneiderowneroperators.com
800-44-PRIDE  |  800-28-LEASE

Opportunities available in these divisions
VAN | DEDICATED | INTERMODAL | TANKER

Team and Solo  |  Local, Regional and Over-the-Road

SIGN-ON BONUSES — UP TO $10,000 —  
AVAILABLE IN YOUR AREA!

COMPANY DRIVER BENEFITS 
$6,000 tuition reimbursement | Paid orientation/ongoing training 

Medical, dental and vision insurance and 401(k) plan

 ESTATE NOTICE
Letters Testamentary on the Estate of 

Joseph Lester Dailey, Sr., Deceased, 
late of Lower Swatara Township, 
Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, having 
been granted to the undersigned, all 
persons indebted to said estate are 
requested to make immediate pay-
ments, and those having claims will 
present them for settlement to:

Leslie J. Kramer, Administratrix
280 Keystone Drive
Middletown, PA 17057 
OR TO: 
John S. Davidson, Esquire
Yost & Davidson 
320 West Chocolate Avenue
P.O. Box 437
Hershey, PA 17033

#273 1123-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

ESTATE NOTICE
 Letters Testamentary on the Estate of 

Jean A. Moose, date of death, October 
20, 2016, late of Londonderry Town-
ship, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania 
having been granted to the under-
signed, all persons indebted to said 
Estate are requested to make immedi-
ate payment and those having claims 
will present them for settlement to:

Judith Cosgrove and Barbara Weav-
er, Co-Executrices

c/o Pannebaker & Mohr, P.C.
4000 Vine Street, Suite 101
Middletown, PA 17057
or to:
Kendra A. Mohr, Esq.
Pannebaker & Mohr, P.C.
4000 Vine Street, Suite 101
Middletown, PA 17057

#275 1130-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICES

AUCTIONS

Real  Estate:  AUCTION DEC 
17th! Pocono’s PA. Custom Built 
2005, 2900sf, Finished Basement, 
4BR/3.5BA, 1.37 acres. Amenity filled 
community. Minimum Bid $99,500. 
Pics/Info at Cowley1.com 570-499-
8883 #AU002923L

AUTOMOTIVE

1995 PONTIAC, needs work. Asking 
$400 OBO. Call 717-616-8449 or 717-
616-8417. (12/7)

FOR RENT

FOR RENT Middletown – 2 bedroom 
apt, 1st floor. $600 a month plus utilities 
and security. No pets/animals. Call 
717-574-4727. (11/16TF)

FREE AD EXCHANGE
For Mail Subscribers

For sale: 7’ pre-lit artificial Douglas 
fir. Multicolor pre-strung lights, 50” 
girth, flame retardant. Is set up to be 
seen. Asking $50. Call Dan at 717-
645-1044. 

PUBLIC NOTICES

Press And JournAl

Free
MAIL SUBSCRIBERS 
ADVERTISE
The Free Ad Exchange is a 
benefit to all mail subscribers 
of the Press And Journal.
Each subscriber is allowed 
one free ad of 25words or less per month. 
No businesses (including babysitting), homes or 
trailers for sale or rent, no real estate, or garage or 
yard sales, or unsigned ads will be accepted.

 Send to:
  Press And Journal
  20 S. Union Street
  Middletown, PA 17057

     ❑ For Sale                  ❑ Wanted

Phone Number ________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

__________________

Name _______________________________________________

Mailing Address _______________________________________

_____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

Signature ____________________________________________

Be sure to include phone number

FOR RENT

FOR RENT - If you have something 
to rent, give us a call. We’ll put your 
ad in the Press & Journal. Thursday 
and Friday are the best days to call. 
Deadline for classifieds is Monday at 
9 a.m. All Classified line ads must be 
paid in advance. Call 717-944-4628. 
(1/1TF)

2,000 SQUARE FEET of Com-
mercial Space For Rent in downtown 
Middletown. For details call 717-690-
1551 or 717-497-7064. (10/19TF)

APARTMENTS/STORAGE Space 
For Rent in downtown Middletown. 
One, two, and three bedroom apart-
ments. Standard and climate con-
trolled storage space. For details, 
rates and showings, call 717-690-
1551 or 717-497-7064. (10/19TF)

He said he would like to acclimate him-
self to his role as a representative before 
discussing any specific goals. 
Payne, a former commissioner in Dauphin 

County, did not run for re-election after 
seven terms. The 106th District includes 
Middletown, Royalton, Hummelstown, 
Conewago Township, Derry Township, 
Lower Swatara Township and part of 
Swatara Township. 
“I am so lucky to represent this area,” 

Mehaffie said. The tourism of Hershey, a 
top-notch hospital at the Hershey Medical 
Center and many other businesses make 
the district special, he said.
Mehaffie said in his new job, he will look to 

work with and in support of Dauphin County 
and all the municipalities of the district. 
Mehaffie said that when was campaign-

ing and enjoying the chance to meet the 
people of the 106th District, he was often 
asked if he would continue Payne’s annual 
veterans breakfast, and his response was 
“absolutely.” 
Payne’s concealed carry firearms and 

handgun safety courses are “very well-
attended,” Mehaffie said, indicating he 

would like to continue providing that type 
of program. He said he would consider 
hosting a town hall or town hall conference 
call with constituents. 
“I am going to look for other venues for 

our constituents,” he said, in reference to 
other programs during the year.
As a state representative, Mehaffie will 

leave his post as the president of the Lower 
Swatara Township board of commissioners. 
Following Mehaffie’s verbal resignation 

during the Nov. 16 township meeting, each 
of the four commissioners thanked him for 
his service and dedication to the township 
over his seven years as a commissioner. 
Commissioner Laddie Springer said that he 
had great respect for his leadership, and said 
that although they sometimes disagreed, 
“We always parted as friends.” 
“I will truly miss the people of Lower 

Swatara Township, the staff and my fellow 
commissioners,” he said. “I am honored 
and privileged to have been able to serve 
the residents of the township.” 
In his new post, Mehaffie said he will still 

be there for those residents. 
“People know they can reach me for help, 

including all the municipalities in the dis-
trict,” he said.

State Rep.-elect Tom Mehaffie will keep 
the same district office occupied by former 
Rep. John Payne in Hershey, and longtime 
staffers Jody Flynn and Teri Naples will be 
staying on.
“I am especially grateful to have an ex-

perienced staff working right beside me in 
the district office,” Mehaffie said in a press 
release. “Jody and Teri are very dedicated 
to constituent service, and they know how 
to get things done. Residents in need of 
assistance with state-related issues should 
never hesitate to contact our office for help.”
The office is located at 250 W. Chocolate 

Ave., Suite 2, in Hershey and can be reached 
by phone at 717-534-1323. 
Information is also available at www.

repmehaffie.com.
Services available at the office include:

• Assistance with PennDOT paperwork 
(lost cards, changes, corrections, special 
registration plates, vanity plates and tem-
porary placards for persons with physical 
disabilities).
• Information and applications for senior 

citizen benefit programs, including Property 
Tax/Rent Rebate and PACE/PACENET 
prescription drug programs.
• Information and applications for the 

Children’s Health Insurance Program.
• Help with securing birth and death 

certificates (photo identification required).
• Information about legislation.
• Assistance with resolving matters relat-

ing to state agencies, such as Veterans Af-
fairs, Human Services, Labor and Industry, 
Insurance, Environmental Protection or 
Conservation and Natural Resources. 

MEHAFFIE
Continued From Page One

Mehaffie to keep Payne 
staff, location of office

Corradi as vice president replaces 
David John, who like Davis had a 
year ago been elected as the board’s 
vice president for 2016.
John also was not at Monday’s 

meeting; however, there is no in-
dication he is resigning.
Davis had been on the board since 

being appointed in 2010. 
Davis and John were both to stand 

for re-election in 2017. However, 

both stated during a board meeting 
in November that they do not intend 
to run again next year.
Mehaffie, who is a Realtor from 

Lower Swatara Township, was first 
elected to the Middletown school 
board in 2015. 
She led the effort to create a new 

foundation to provide an alternate 
source of revenue for school district 
programs and initiatives besides the 
local property tax.
Mehaffie issued a statement to the 

Press And Journal saying: “I am 
honored for being elected by my 
peers and given the opportunity to 
serve as president. We have a great 
enthusiastic board and a lot of great 
new and exciting things to come.”
The board on Nov. 21 appointed 

Brian Keating of Lower Swatara 
Township to fill the seat vacated 
by Richards. 
Keating was not present at the 

board’s reorganization meeting 
on Dec. 5.

SCHOOL
Continued From Page One

Lower Dauphin school 
board keeps leaders

During its reorganization meet-
ing Dec. 5, Lower Dauphin 
School Board re-elected Todd 
Kreiser of Conewago Township 
as president of the board. 
Kreiser was first elected in 2007, 

serving as president since 2010. 
Dana Barry of Londonderry 

Township was re-elected as the 
board’s vice president, a position 
she has held since 2012.  

Guns N’ Roses and its “Not In 
This Lifetime Tour” will come to 
Hersheypark Stadium on Sunday, 
Aug. 13.
Tickets go on sale at 10 a.m. 

Saturday.
The “Not In This Lifetime Tour” 

has sold more than 2 million tickets 
throughout 2016 to become the 
year’s most successful rock tour. 
The band has more than 30 stadium 
shows lined up across Europe and 
North America in 2017. 
Guns N’ Roses’ are Axl Rose (vo-

cals, piano), Duff McKagan (bass), 

Slash (lead guitar), Dizzy Reed 
(keyboard), Richard Fortus (rhythm 
guitar), Frank Ferrer (drums) and 
Melissa Reese (keyboard).   
Tickets can be charged by phone 

at 717-534-3911 or 800-745-3000, 
and online at www.HersheyEnter-
tainment.com or www.TicketMas-
ter.com. 
The group formed in 1985 and 

released their 1987 debut “Appetite 
for Destruction” — the best-selling 
U.S. debut ever, moving 30 million 
copies globally. In 1991, the seven-
time platinum “Use Your Illusion I” 

and “Use Your Illusion II” occupied 
the top two spots of the Billboard 
Top 200 upon release. 
For more information, goto www.

gunsnroses.com. 
The wristband policy will be in 

effect for ticket sales. Fans are 
permitted on the Hersheypark 
Entertainment Complex property 
beginning at 7 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 
10. Two hours prior to the on-sale 
time, fans will be directed in front 
of Giant Center Box Office, where 
they will be issued a numbered 
wristband. Wristbands are available 

for one hour, and at the conclusion 
of that hour, a selected fan will 
randomly choose a wristband that 
will determine the line order. For 
example: If 1,000 wristbands are 
issued during that hour and the 
number 500 is selected, the person 
wearing wristband 500 will be the 
first person in line. Numbers 501 to 
1,000 will proceed in line behind, 
followed by numbers 1 through 
499. Once the line is in place, fans 
arriving after the wristbands were 
issued will be escorted to the end 
of the numbered line.

Guns N’ Roses to play Hershey Aug. 13

A Middletown man has been 
sentenced to up to 10 years 
in state prison after pleading 
guilty to providing the heroin 
that officials say led to the 
death of a borough man on 
March 23, 2016.
Kenneth Clugston, 46, also 

pleaded guilty on Nov. 23 

in Dauphin County Court to 
criminal use of a communica-
tions facility, and to manufac-
ture, delivery, or possession 
with intent to manufacture 
or deliver.
Judge John Cherry sentenced 

Clugston to up to two years in 
prison on the communications 

charge, to run concurrent with 
the sentence of three and one-
half to 10 years on the drug 
delivery resulting in death 
charge, according to online 
court records.
Cherry sentenced Clugston to 

two to four years in prison on 
the possession charge, also to 

run concurrent with the drug 
delivery resulting in death 
charge.
Clugston was arrested after 

the death by heroin overdose 
of Jack Tillitson, of the 200 
block of East High Street in 
the borough.

— Dan Miller

Man gets 10 years in drug death

Clugston

Police roundup: Man didn’t pay for TV, 
video game system; items taken from car
Middletown Police Department 

reported a total of 80 incidents for 
the week of Nov. 23 to Nov. 30.
The log does not include incidents 

police receive through Dauphin 
County 911, nor does it include 
some calls involving juveniles of 
a confidential nature.
The incidents for the week from 

the police log include the following:
• 3 reports of suspicious activity
• 1 reportable accident
• 1 reportable accident involving 

DUI
• 3 non-reportable accidents
• 1 abandoned vehicle
• 17 cases of police issuing a warn-

ing for a traffic violation
• 1 traffic stop resulting in the is-

suance of a citation
• 3 drug law violations
• 1 case of fraud/forgery
• 2 bus stop details
• 1 vehicle repossession
• 1 theft from a vehicle
• 2 cases of retail theft
• 1 other kind of reported theft
• 1 case of found property
• 1 parking violation
• 2 cases of a missing person 

juvenile
• 1 false alarm
• 1 case of harassment
• 2 cases of retail theft

• 1 call involving a lost animal
• 3 cases of assisting other agencies
• 1 noise complaint
• 1 disorderly conduct
• 1 case of criminal mischief 
The remaining incidents are of 

an administrative nature, such as 
returning phone calls.

Theft of leased property
Police charged a Mechanicsburg 

man with felony theft of leased 
property after he allegedly leased 
a PlayStation 4 game system and a 
40-inch Magnavox Smart TV from 
Aaron's Rentals on East Main Street 
and then failing to return the items 

or to pay for them.
Bryant K. Astles Jr., 36, of the 2500 

block of Rolo Court, was charged 
Nov. 28; no preliminary hearing 
has been set. He owes $2,543.52, 
according to court records filed with 
District Justice David Judy.

Theft from vehicle 
About $5 cash and $80 worth of 

cables for electronic devices was 
stolen from an unlocked vehicle 
while it was parked in the 2100 
block of Pineford Drive between 
2:30 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 27, and 8 
a.m. Monday, Nov. 28, police said. 
There are no suspects.
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Police Chief Bey resigns, to take job at 193rd
By Dan Miller
Press And Journal Staff

Middletown Police Chief John Bey 
resigned Tuesday, Dec. 6, after hav-
ing led the force since October 2014.
Bey told the Press And Journal he is 

resigning effective Dec. 30 to accept 
a position as the full-time financial 
management superintendent for the 
193rd Special Operations Wing of 
the Pennsylvania Air National Guard, 
located at Harrisburg International 
Airport.
Bey starts his new job with the 193rd 

on Monday, Jan. 9.
Councilor Diane McGlone called 

Bey’s resignation “unfortunate. He 
will be a tremendous loss to the police 
force and to our town.”

Bey “brought 
pride back to 
the police force 
and he also set 
the standards for 
the professional-
ism of local law 
enforcement” in 
the borough, Mc-
Glone said.
Mayor James 

H. Curry III was 
not available for comment. Council 
President Ben Kapenstein and Vice 
President Damon Suglia did not re-
spond to requests for comment.
In his resignation letter, Bey said in 

part: “It is with a heavy heart that I am 
leaving this position as I’ve grown as 
a professional and as a person during 

my tenure.”
He also said in the letter: “It was a 

great privilege for me to work here for 
the past two years and I have learned a 
lot from my experience here. I would 
like to thank you all for working with 
me as a team.”
Bey came to the borough after retiring 

from 25 years of service as a Pennsyl-
vania State Police trooper.
He has also been in the military since 

1986 with the Air National Guard. 
Going from a traditional part-time 
National Guard airman to having a full-
time position with the 193rd means that 
Bey will be able to increase his military 
retirement pay “exponentially” when 
he hangs up his uniform in about five 
or six years. Bey holds the military 
rank of chief master sergeant.

Bey also made it clear in an interview 
with the Press And Journal that he has 
always functioned better in a military-
oriented environment, being that of the 
National Guard or in the State Police. 
Becoming a police chief in a small 

town such as Middletown, where the 
chain of command leads through an 
elected civilian borough council as 
well as an elected mayor, has been a 
challenging transition where the chief 
no doubt at times has felt like a fish 
out of water.
Nor did it help that Bey came to a 

department crying out for some sem-
blance of stability; the borough having 
gone through three previous police 
chiefs over the three years leading 
up to when the council hired Bey in 
August 2014.

The environment at the police depart-
ment upon his arrival was “tumultu-
ous” and “toxic” and the force was “on 
the verge of disbandment,” Bey said.
“I was able to come in and kind of 

calm things down, provide some direc-
tion, establish some policies, increase 
morale, instill some training and kind 
of settle the waters,” Bey said. “I think 
they are on good solid ground. Hope-
fully the next chief can take the stick 
and run with that and move forward.”
Bey said he does not know what kind 

of transition the borough will put in 
place after he leaves on Dec. 30.
“I’m very open to sitting down with 

them and helping them with any tran-
sition moving forward. Even if they 
want to bring me back and be part of 
the interview process I would gladly 

do that,” Bey said.
However, the force faces a sig-

nificant challenge regarding a lack 
of supervision — which could make 
any upcoming transition period more 
problematic.
That is something Bey sought to cor-

rect and, while not wishing to “cast any 
aspersions” on borough government 
and council, he acknowledged it is 
one example of frustration over not 
being able to accomplish all that he 
wanted to.
“I tried to get sergeants promoted 

because you need that supervision. 
It’s not there. For whatever reason the 
council did not move forward” with 
promoting sergeants, Bey said. “I don’t 
know what the borough’s plan will be 
going forward.”

Press And Journal photos by Dan Miller

Tim Hoffer of Middletown begins building his miniature train set in the Middletown Area 
Historical Society museum.

By Dan Miller
Press And Journal Staff

There’s something about a miniature train 
set that makes adults kids again, regardless 
of the time of year. That might be even 
more true when it’s the holiday season.
With that in mind, something of a Middle-

town tradition is being revived with the 
restoring of the miniature train set up inside 
the Middletown Area Historical Society 
museum at 29 E. Main St.
Before you get too excited, the miniature 

train system is only on display temporar-
ily — at least for now.
The train system was a hit this past Sat-

urday, Dec. 3, when Santa Claus visited 
the museum, said Jenny Miller, a member 
of the society’s board of trustees.
And the miniature train will be running 

in the museum from 1 to 8 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 10, when the museum will be open 
as part of the holiday house tour.
Before the museum was turned over to 

the society, it had been the dentist office 
of Dr. Thomas Grosh.
Some dentists use windows, nice pictures 

on the wall, and soft music to distract their 
patients from the reality of what is going 
on inside of their mouth. Grosh had the 
novel idea of installing a miniature train 
set on a platform on the second floor. The 
ceiling was cut away, so a patient with 
his or her head propped back could just 
look up and watch the train go around and 
around and around.
When Grosh left, he took his train set, 

but he left the wooden platform on the 
second floor.
Enter Tim Hoffer of Middletown, one of 

those grown-up mechanical gadget guys 
who has never gotten over his boyhood 
love of miniature trains.
In 2015, when Hoffer’s house was part of 

the holiday house tour, he wowed visitors 
with his miniature trains running on big 
platforms that he had set up outside.
This year, Hoffer’s house isn’t on the tour, 

so he offered to set up his train system 
inside the museum. The museum was 
happy to accept, Miller said.
At this point, Hoffer’s train system is only 

on loan to the museum through Dec. 10, and 
possibly a little longer during the holidays. 
But stay tuned. The museum is talking to 
Hoffer about him helping the society to 
get its own permanent train set-up.
The completed train system is something 

that needs to be experienced first-hand to 
be appreciated. As the train chugs along 
in its somewhat oval path, past the little 
houses and businesses and bridges and 
trees that Hoffer has set up, you can hear 
the engine and the whistle as the locomo-
tive approaches — just like in real life.
The engine has a light in the front and 

steam coming out of the top.
As noted, Hoffer like a lot of kids had a 

passion for miniature trains while he was 

growing up. When he joined the military, 
he put the trains away.
It wasn’t until September 2011, after 

Middletown was ravaged by the flooding 
from Tropical Storm Lee, that Hoffer’s 
passion for miniature trains was rekindled.
He was walking past all the flooded homes 

in the neighborhood behind Caravan Court 
— “counting my blessings” as Hoffer put 
it — when he came across a flood victim 
who was carrying boxes of damaged items 
out of his house for disposal.

One of the boxes contained a bunch of 
miniature trains, flood-damaged but to 
Hoffer’s eyes restorable. He told the man 
he would be willing to do so, at no expense 
to the victim. Instead, the man just told 
Hoffer to take whatever he wanted, and 
Hoffer did.
The house where the man lived is gone 

now, one of the many throughout Middle-
town that was razed because of the 2011 
flooding. Hoffer said he doesn’t know 
where the man ended up. But his train set 
lives on, thanks to Hoffer. (It is not the set 
that Hoffer has loaned to the museum).
Besides being open this Saturday, Dec. 

10, the museum will continue to be open 
every Wednesday from 9 a.m. to noon. 
The featured exhibit continues to be the 
history of Middletown Area School Dis-
trict that has been in place in the museum 
since early fall.

All aboard! Miniature 
train set part of holiday 
home tour at museum

Saturday, Dec. 10, is going to be 
a day full of holiday activities in 
Middletown.
The Middletown Area Historical 

Society is holding its annual holiday 
home tour from 1 to 8 p.m. The mu-
seum at 29 E. Main St. will also be 
open to the public at this time.
Immediately following the home 

tour, the lighting of the official 
Middletown Christmas tree is to take 
place at Union and Emaus streets in 
the downtown. There will be music 
and free refreshments for the public 
donated by several local businesses, 
Mayor James H. Curry III has said.
You can also still order your own 

personalized ornament to be placed 
upon the borough tree by contacting 
Curry, or stopping by the Municipal 
Building during normal business 
hours. All proceeds from sale of the 
ornaments will go to a fund toward re-
placing and enhancing the borough’s 
holiday decorations in Hoffer Park.
In the middle of all this, the Middle-

town Blue Raiders football team will 
take on Beaver Falls at 3:30 p.m. in 
Hershey for the state championship. 

The now-completed train makes its way along the 
track on the second floor of the museum.

Plenty of activities 
set for Saturday

Press And Journal photo by Eric Wise

The Christmas tree will be part of 
holiday activities Saturday.

Joey Keating and Tom Shaffer remain 
in stable condition in the Lehigh Valley 
Hospital Burn Center, a spokeswoman 
at the center told the Press And Journal 
on Tuesday, Dec. 6.
Keating and Shaf-

fer were critically 
injured when their 
car was in a single-
vehicle crash in the 
300 block of Stoner 
Drive shortly after 
11 p.m. on Friday, 
Nov. 25.
Keating, a 2016 

Middletown Area 
High School gradu-
ate, and Shaffer, who 
graduated in 2015, 
were pulled from the 
wreckage of their car 
by four bystanders 
as the vehicle was 
becoming engulfed 
in flames.
The four individu-

als — Mavis Dixon 
and her daughter 
Jennifer Dixon, of 
Middletown; and Aaron Young and Rick 
Cruz of Lower Swatara Township — have 
been credited with saving the lives of the 
two young men, who were coming home 
after watching the Middletown Blue 
Raiders football team defeat Scranton 
Prep in the PIAA Class 3A quarterfinals 
in Bethlehem.
Keating and Shaffer both sustained 

“severe burns to the lower extremities,” 
according to a press release from Lower 
Swatara Township police.
The investigation into the accident is 

continuing, police have said. 
— Dan Miller

Facebook statement
The following update was provided to 

the Press And Journal on behalf of the 
family of Scott Shaffer, via Facebook. It 
appears in its entirety:
The Shaffer family’s loudest requests 

continue to be for prayers of healing, 
prayers for no infections, and prayers 
for continued progress. Scott continues 
to be in a critical, yet stable condition. 
The family was overcome with gratitude 
by the sheer numbers of community 
friends and family that lifted the boys 
up in prayer at the vigil. They have also 
been touched by the outpouring of calls, 
texts and words of encouragement. It 
is difficult to respond to everyone, and 
they are currently requesting privacy as 
they focus on supporting their son and 
his healing.
What do they need? You can send them 

a card of encouragement. Cards can be 
sent to their home. Karen, Dana, and I 
are continuing to collect gift cards for 
gas, groceries or food. We have been able 
to deliver some gift cards to the family 
and we will continue to collect as long 
as people want to give. 
There are currently 2 - Go Fund Me 

pages accepting donations, one supports 
the Shaffer and Keating Families https://
www.gofundme.com/scott-shaffer-joey-
keating, and one supports The Dixon 
Family https://www.gofundme.com/
dixons-medical-expenses. A new option 
for those looking to give is a bank account 
that has been set up to accept monetary 
donations. You may donate directly to 
Scott Shaffer by mailing your monetary 
donations to: Members First FCU, 5000 
Louise Drive, PO Box 40, Mechanics-
burg, PA 17055. Checks should be made 
to “Scott Shaffer” and in the memo line 
write – “Donation” The meal train is cur-
rently full through the end of January. Yet, 
we will continue to monitor and decide 
if we should add additional days/weeks/
months for meals.
Thank you to everyone for continuing 

to shower the families in anyway pos-
sible especially with your friendship 
and support.

Keating

Crash 
victims 
remain 
in stable 
condition

Shaffer

Bey

U.S. Rep. Lou Barletta is partici-
pating in the Toys for Tots program, 
sponsored by the U.S. Marine Corps 
Reserves, which are celebrating their 
100th anniversary this year.
Toys will be accepted in each of 

Barletta’s offices — in Washington, 
D.C., and the four 11th District offices 
with a deadline of Friday, Dec. 16. 
Donations should be geared toward 
children in an age range of infant 
to about 16 years old. Toys should 
be unwrapped, new, still in original 
packaging, and dropped off at office 
locations between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 

weekdays. 
“This is a tremendous program 

that helps put smiles on the faces of 
children this holiday season,” Bar-
letta said. “Toys for Tots began with 
one single toy — a hand-made doll. 
Today, it makes tens of thousands of 
kids happy each year.”
Office locations are: 
• Hazleton District Office, 1 S. 

Church St., Suite 100, Hazleton. 
570-751-0050
• Carlisle District Office, 59 W. 

Louther St., Carlisle. 717-249-0190.
Harrisburg District Office, 4813 

Jonestown Road, Suite 101, Har-
risburg. 717-525-7002
• Sunbury District Office, 106 Arch 

St., Sunbury. 570-988-7801.
• Washington, D.C., Office, 2049 

Rayburn House Office Building.

The U.S. Marine Corps Reserves 
Toys for Tots Foundation, an IRS 
recognized 501(c)(3) not-for-profit 
charity, is the authorized fundraising 
and support organization for the Toys 
for Tots Program. 

Local campaigns are conducted in 
about 500 communities covering all 
50 states, the District of Columbia 
and Puerto Rico.
 For more information, visit www.

ToysForTots.org.
Barletta’s 11th Congressional Dis-

trict is comprised of all of Columbia, 
Montour and Wyoming counties 
and parts of Carbon, Cumberland, 
Dauphin, Luzerne, Northumberland 
and Perry counties. 
It includes areas north and west 

of Middletown, including Lower 
Swatara Township.

By Eric Wise
Press And Journal Staff

Lower Swatara Township employ-
ees have cleared playground equip-
ment from Shope Garden Park and 
Old Reliance Park for a $309,000 
improvement project that will be 
completed in the spring.
Each park will get new playground 

equipment and a swing set with the 
improvements. 

The play area will have a poured-in-
place rubber surface. A bed of wood 
fiber will be installed under the new 
swing set.
In addition, the township will install 

erosion and sedimentation controls, 
including a rain garden and signs that 
explain the purpose and function of 
the rain garden. Rain gardens im-
prove the ground’s ability to absorb 
rainwater and prevent runoff.
The pavilions will be improved with 

gutters to divert stormwater and four 
new picnic tables. Recycling recep-
tacles will also be added to the parks.
Former president of the board of 

commissioners Tom Mehaffie recent-
ly announced that state grants will 
pay for most of the improvements. 
The township received a Greenways 
Trails and Recreation Program grant 
for $184,000 from the state Depart-
ment of Community and Economic 
Development. In addition, the Com-

munity Conservation Partnerships 
Program from the state Department 
of Conservation and Natural Re-
sources awarded a $112,000 grant 
for the parks.
The township is responsible for 

about $13,000 for the projects, 
which will be paid from its dedicated 
account for parks and recreation. 
Developers contribute to this fund 
in lieu of donating park land to the 
township.

Dan Wagner, public works super-
intendent for the township, said that 
the township removed sandboxes 
from Shope Gardens Park in 2015 in 
preparation for these improvements. 
The public works crew is also expect-
ing to replace the basketball hoop at 
Old Reliance Park, Wagner has said.
Mehaffie said the township will 

be eligible to apply for additional 
grants from the state to improve its 
other parks.

Lower Swatara Township set for $309,000 in park improvements

U.S. Rep. Barletta offices accepting donations for Toys for Tots 
“This is a tremendous program that helps put smiles 
on the faces of children this holiday season. Toys 
for Tots began with one single toy — a hand-made 
doll. Today, it makes tens of thousands of kids happy 
each year.”

U.S. Rep. Lou Barletta
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THE BUCKS STOP HERE

$125
FIRST PLACE 

BUCK
ARCHERY

CONTEST RULES: To enter, bring 
your buck to the Press And Journal office to be 

measured and photographed. 
Call 717-944-4628 to schedule appointment. The 
score is determined by adding the total number of 
points (one inch or longer) and widths in inches, at 

the widest part. (Ties will be broken by measurement 
from base of skull to highest point.) The deer must be 
legally taken during the 2016 Archery or Rifle season 
in Pennsylvania. Current PA hunting license and tag 
must accompany entry. Buck must be brought in by 

person whose name appears on tag. 
Contest ends December 12, 2016 at 3 p.m. 
All measurements and decisions regarding the 

judging will be final. The Press And Journal reserves 
the right to publish or reject any photos.

A $5 ENTRY FEE WILL BE COLLECTED.

$125
FIRST PLACE 

BUCK
RIFLE

PROUD SPONSORS

$50
FIRST PLACE 

BUCK
JUNIOR

OCT 1 
through
 DEC 
10,

2016

ALL PHOTOS 

ARE WELCOME!
You don't have to enter 

to submit a photo. See 

our website for details:

pressandjournal.com

MIDDLETOWN PHARMACY
LIBRANDI'S PLATING
KOSTYAK PAINTING

SH BOYER HARDWARE
MIDDLETOWN ANGLERS & HUNTERS

LOOK FOR PHOTOS & WINNERS IN OUR DEC. 21ST EDITION

What you need if you need help: 
You need to provide two forms of 
photo identification, and something 
that shows proof of address such as a 
rent receipt or utility bill.
When to go: The food pantry is open 

to the public every Tuesday and Friday 
from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., except 
for when the day falls on a holiday 
like Christmas or New Year’s Day. 
If Middletown Area School District 
schools are closed due to weather, the 
food pantry will be closed. Otherwise 
the pantry will be open even if schools 
are closed.
How you can help: The food pantry 

is always in need of more canned 
goods and nonperishable items. The 
food pantry can also always use more 
volunteers, and financial donations are 
always appreciated. 
How to reach them: Call 944-5668 

or stop by 201 Wyoming St. in Roy-
alton when the food pantry is open 
from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Tuesdays 
and Fridays.

Grace and Mercy Church  
and Ministries 

What they provide: Fresh veg-
etables and fresh fruit, boxed food 
and canned food. Donated meat can 
be stored in a freezer.
Where they get it: Central Pennsyl-

vania Food Bank.
Who they help: Grace and Mercy 

serves 40 to 50 families, or a total of 
about 200 people, living in Middle-
town, Royalton, Londonderry Town-
ship, Hummelstown, Derry Township, 
Highspire and Steelton.
What you need if you need help: 

Bring a photo ID. You will need to fill 
out a form about your income, but the 
food bank does not require proof of 
income and will not turn away people 
in need.
When to go: The Grace and Mercy 

food bank is open to the public from 3 
to 5:30 p.m. every second and fourth 
Friday of the month. Grace and Mercy 
is located on the west end of Ann Street 
on property that is part of Harrisburg 
International Airport. 
How you can help: Grace and Mercy 

needs more volunteers to help man 
the food bank during the hours when 
it is open. If you can unload a truck, 

Grace and Mercy needs volunteers 
for that, too.
You can also help spread the word 

about Grace and Mercy. The amount 
of food that Grace and Mercy gets 
from Central Pennsylvania Food Bank 
is based on the number of people that 
Grace and Mercy serves, so if the need 
increases Grace and Mercy will get 
more food.
Grace and Mercy also has a min-

istry that accepts new, lightly used 
or hand-made winter clothing items 
such as gloves, hats, scarves, coats 
and blankets. The church then gives 
these items away to people in need.
How to reach them: Call Grace 

and Mercy at 717-616-8352 or stop 
by from 3 to 5:30 p.m. every second 
and fourth Friday at the church at 
501 Ann St.

Glad Tidings Assembly  
of God Food Blessing 

What they provide: A variety of 
food items and staples for individuals 
and families.
Where they get it: Central Pennsyl-

vania Food Bank.
Who they help: Glad Tidings serves 

about 65 families and the number 
keeps growing each month. The church 
serves individuals and families who 
live anywhere in Dauphin County.
What you need if you need help: 

Bring a photo ID and two pieces of 
mail to confirm your address. You do 
not have to bring proof of income.
When to go: Third Wednesday of 

each month from 6 to 8 p.m. Glad 
Tidings is located east of North Union 
Street on Fulling Mill Road, overlook-
ing Interstate Route 283.
How you can help: Glad Tidings 

needs another freezer, either a new 
freezer that would be donated or 
money that would go toward buying 
a second freezer. A second freezer 
would allow Glad Tidings to offer 
more perishable items. Glad Tidings 
would like to offer the food bank 
more often than once a month, but the 
church needs more financial assistance 
in order to do this.
How to reach them: Call Glad Tid-

ings at 717-944-1042 or stop by the 
food bank when it is open on the third 
Wednesday of the month from 6 to 8 
p.m. You can also contact the church 
through its website, www.gtagpa.org.

every time we turn around and finish 
something we are looking to give 
our customers the best product,” 
Devlin said about the transforma-
tion of the building. “It’s something 
that I think the town can be uniquely 
happy with.”
As of Monday, Dec. 4, the partner-

ship had not set an official date for 
opening up the second floor. The date 
will be publicized in a low-key fash-
ion through Tattered Flag’s Facebook 
page and its website, Devlin said.
“It’ll be kind of a friends/family 

event for us, and new staff to get 
them acquainted with our system, run 
through our bugs and then be open 
to the public,” he said.
Tattered Flag now has a staff of 

about 15, including a full kitchen 
staff, a brewery staff and a distiller 
who right now is part-time. Tattered 
Flag is still hiring and can always use 
more servers, Devlin said.
The full-service brew pub restaurant 

on the second floor will include in its 
offerings different types of burgers 
and french fries, steaks, salads, sea-
food and appetizers such as mussels, 
Devlin said. 
The first floor tasting room will be 

open along with the brew pub on 
Friday and Saturday nights and pos-
sibly all day Sunday. Tattered Flag 
also might open up the tasting room 
during some of its lunch periods dur-
ing the week, such as on Wednesday 
and Thursday.
Also referred to as the tap room, the 

tasting room will continue offering 
what Devlin referred to as a “public 
house” feel, in contrast to the more 
“upscale” upstairs brew pub.
The tasting room has “more of bar 

feel” where customers interact with 
residents and with bartenders and 
owners. The tasting room’s scaled-
down menu will continue, with some 
variation from time to time.
The partners have always talked of 

Tattered Flag as a regional attraction, 
and the operation is already drawing 
a significant portion of its business 
from outside Middletown.
On a typical weekend, about 70 

percent of the tasting room clientele 
is from outside of town, Devlin said. 
On Wednesdays and Thursdays, the 
numbers flip-flop, with roughly 70 
percent of the customers being from 
in town and the rest from outside.
Tattered Flag to date has mostly 

marketed itself through its website 
and Facebook page, and the effort 
is starting to pay off, Devlin said. 
People are making Tattered Flag a 
stop on brewery tours that are com-
ing from Maryland and Washington, 
D.C., he said.
Sixteen people took the Amtrak 

train from Philadelphia to come to 
Tattered Flag, and “we’re the first stop 
of three” breweries in the region for 
a busload of 42 people from Ambler 
that is expected soon, Devlin added.
Not long ago, a busload of 40 people 

from the main campus of Penn State 
at University Park rolled up to Tat-
tered Flag, and limousine tours are 
starting to arrive.
Tattered Flag is also seeing visitors 

who fly in to Harrisburg International 
Airport. Like Devlin when he’s out 
of town, the first thing they do is 
look on the Internet for the nearest 
brewery to the airport — and that’s 
Tattered Flag.
Tattered Flag has joined the Hershey 

Harrisburg Regional Visitors Bureau, 
and is looking forward to becoming 
part of the new Middletown Business 
Association, Devlin said.

A word about Elks Theatre
Tattered Flag has a vested interest in 

the future of the Elks Theatre, since 
the theater space is attached to the 
rest of the Elks Building which is 
now the property of Tattered Flag. 
The partners have also talked of how 
having movies and live entertainment 
at the theater next door could be of 
mutual benefit for both the theater 
and Tattered Flag.
The partners made it known earlier 

this year that they were interested 
in working with Friends of the Elks 
Theatre, the nonprofit group that 
would like to lease the theater from 
the borough and operate it.
Tattered Flag made its own general 

contractor, A.P. Williams, available 
to do a walk-through of the theater 
to come up with an estimate the 
borough can use for what it will cost 
to renovate the theater and reopen it 
as a multi-use performing arts center 
— about $1.14 million, according to 
A.P. Williams. 
The partners are aware of borough 

council’s recent decision to turn down 
the state’s offer of a $500,000 grant to 
help renovate and reopen the theater.
The partners aren’t passing judge-

ment on that decision, but as long as 
the theater stays dark it is a missed 
opportunity for Tattered Flag, and 
everyone else, Devlin said.
“We miss out on it,” he said. “It’s 

another source of revenue that can be 
generated for us and for the theater 
obviously.”
“We have an interest in wanting to 

see something come out of it one day,” 
he added. “We’re all looking for more 
businesses to open down here. More 
businesses helps businesses here and 
gives more reasons for people to 
come to downtown Middletown to 
shop and to enjoy drinks or food at 
any number of restaurant locations 
here — grab a slice of pizza, go to 
Alfred’s Victorian, the Brownstone, 
Kuppy’s … . It would be nice to have 
more businesses for sure. That’s what 
everybody is looking for I think. 
That’s how you generate revenue, 
that’s how you bring people to the 
town.”
The partnership would buy the 

theater itself “in a heartbeat” if they 
could afford it, but that’s not the case, 
Devlin said. 

New Year’s Eve Bingo 
has limited seating
Londonderry Fire Company, 

2655 Foxianna Road, Middle-
town, will hold its New Year’s 
Eve Bingo on Saturday, Dec. 
31. 
Doors open at 5 p.m., and 

bingo starts at 7 p.m. There will 
be an all-you-can-eat buffet 
starting at 5:30 p.m.
Call 576-8649 to RSVP. 

Tickets can be prepurchased or 
purchased at the door. Seating 
is limited this year.

•••••

Christmas Celebration 
coming to Living Life
Living Life Community Cen-

ter, 56 E. Emaus St., Middle-
town, is sponsoring a Christmas 
Celebration on at 3 p.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 17. Featured will be 
food, singing, gifts and fun. 
The event is free and open to 
the public.
 Gifts will be given to children 

12 years and younger who are 
registered. Register by calling 
717-944-4455 and leave the 
gender and age of the child.

•••••

Bingo Mania will be 
Sunday at fire company
Londonderry Fire Company, 

2655 Foxianna Road, Middle-
town, will hold its Bingo Mania 
on Sunday, Dec. 11. 
The doors and kitchen open at 

noon, and bingo starts at 2 p.m.

•••••

Holiday Craft and Gift 
Show is set for Dec. 10
Middletown First Church of 

God, 245 W. High St., Middle-
town, is sponsoring its Holiday 
Craft and Gift Show from 8 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 10. 
Featured will be crafts, gifts 

and baked goods.
 For more information, contact 

Ann at amhipple@comcast.net 
or visit www.facebook.com/
events/1793240137556840.

•••••

Olde Factory Holiday 
Open House on tap
 The Olde Factory Antiques 

& Crafts, 139 S. Hanover St., 
Hummelstown, is sponsoring 
its Holiday Open House on 
Wednesday, Dec. 7 through 
Sunday, Dec. 11.
 Refreshments will be served 

on Saturday, Dec. 10.
It is open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily 

and noon to 5 p.m. Sunday.

•••••

Christmas Bake Sale  
at St. Ann’s is Dec. 10
St. Ann Byzantine Catholic 

Church, 5408 Locust Lane, 
Harrisburg, is sponsoring a 
Christmas Bake Sale from 9 
a.m. to noon Saturday, Dec. 10 
in the parish hall. 
Homemade walnut, poppy-

seed, and apricot rolls will be 
available. Visit the gift shop, 
open during sale times.

A Tattered Flag 
time line

May 2015: Tattered Flag, a 
partnership of four Susqueni-
ta High School graduates that 
was formed in 2000, through 
the borough of Middletown 
issues a press release an-
nouncing a proposal to open 
what is billed as the region’s 
first combined brewery/dis-
tillery brew pub in the Elks 
Building.
Aug. 3, 2015: After pre-

senting its plan to borough 
officials and to a crowd of 
about 100 residents at the 
MCSO building, Tattered Flag 
receives approval from the 
Industrial and Commercial 
Development Authority and 
borough council to lease 
13,000 square feet of the Elks 
Building — all but the Elks 
Theatre. The authority and 
council approve a $1.5 million 
loan to Tattered Flag — with 
$1.1 million going toward 
converting the Elks Building 
into the combined craft brew-
ery/distillery brew pub, and 
$400,000 for Tattered Flag to 
purchase the property.
August 2015: Tattered 

Flag begins renovating the 
104-year-old Elks Building 
into its proposed Tattered 
Flag Brewery and Still Works.
Dec. 30, 2015: The au-

thority transfers ownership of 
the 13,000 square feet Tat-
tered Flag space in the Elks 
Building to the partnership.
July 9, 2016: Tattered Flag 

opens its tasting room on the 
first floor to the public for the 
first time.
July 2016: Tattered Flag 

expresses interest in working 
with Friends of the Elks The-
atre toward renovating and 
reopening the historic theater, 
which continues to be owned 
by the borough.
Early December 2016: 

Tattered Flag announces 
plans to be fully open with 
the brew pub restaurant on 
the second floor.

FOOD
Continued From Page One

Press And Journal photo by Dan Miller
The Interfaith Food Pantry is at 201 Wyoming St. in Royalton.

Press And Journal photo by Dan Miller
The Grace and Mercy Church and Ministries food bank is at 501 Ann 
St. in Middletown.

Press And Journal photo by Eric Wise
Glad Tidings Assembly of God Food Blessing is located east of North 
Union Street on Fulling Mill Road.

GriefShare, a 13-week seminar and 
support group for people grieving 
the death of someone close, will be 
held from 2 to 4 p.m. Tuesdays, Jan. 
10-April 4 at Derry Presbyterian 
Church, 248 E. Derry Road, Hershey. 
There is no cost to attend, but advance 

registration is requested: Contact the 
church office at 717-533-9667. 
GriefShare is a Christian program 

that features biblical teaching, small 
group discussion, video seminars led 
by experts on grief and recovery topics, 
and a workbook to help participants 
explore topics in depth.
 Each GriefShare session is organized 

in two parts. During the first 30 to 40 
minutes of the meeting, the group 
views a video seminar featuring ex-
perts on grief and recovery subjects. 
They are produced in a television 
magazine format featuring interviews, 
real-life case studies, reenactments 
and on-location video. Following the 
video, participants spend time discuss-
ing what was presented and what is 
going on in each other’s lives.
Those interested may begin attend-

ing the GriefShare group at any time.
For more information, visit grief-

share.org.

Support group 
aimed at those who 
have lost loved one

Londonderry Township residents will 
have to find a new place to dump yard 
waste because the township closed 
its recycling center on Sunset Drive, 
across from the public works building.
A sign has been posted at the site, 

and township employees have been 
alerting residents who stopped by and 

dumped yard waste regardless of the 
sign, said Andy Brandt, the township’s 
public works director. 
This area will be used for the con-

struction of three pitches, or rugby 
fields, under and agreement with the 
Harrisburg Rugby Football Club. See 
more about rugby on page B3.

Londonderry Township closes 
its yard waste recycling center
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Sports 

By Larry Etter
Press And Journal Staff

Fourteen up, 14 down and one to go.
The Middletown football team breezed into 

Saturday’s state championship game with 
an impressive 49-14 victory over District 
II champion Notre Dame-Green Pond at 
Hersheypark Stadium on Friday night. The 
Blue Raiders will take on 
Beaver Falls at 3:30 p.m. 
Saturday back in Hershey 
for the 3A state title. It is 
Middletown’s first appear-
ance in the state football 
championship game. 
With a huge Middletown 

crowd on hand to witness 
yet another triumph, this 
time for the right to claim 
Eastern Pennsylvania su-
premacy, the Blue Raiders 
won easily. The romp came 
despite Notre Dame coach 
Philip Stambaugh’s pre-
diction that his team was 
better prepared to win the 
game due to the strength 
of its schedule. Obviously 
he underestimated the 
strength of the Mid-Penn 
and found out the hard way. 
“We saw some things 

on film of what they did 
and believed we could be 
successful against them,” 
Raider coach Brett Myers 
said. 
Those thoughts were echoed by senior middle 

linebacker Hunter Landis, one of the many 
stars of the Middletown defense that gave up 
very few yards to the Crusaders. 
“They didn’t change anything we saw on 

film and, so, we knew what we could do,” 
Landis said. 

While the Middletown defense essentially 
shut down Notre Dame’s offensive plans, 
holding the Crusaders to just 61 yards on the 
ground, the Raiders’ offense dominated the line 
of scrimmage. And that enabled both Jaelen 
Thompson and Brady Fox to easily surpass the 
100 yards on the ground. The pair combined 
for 279 yards and three touchdowns. 
Under pressure through most of the game, 

quarterback Chase Snavely completed just 
four passes for 128 yards, 
but three of his throws went 
for touchdowns. And it all 
added up to a rout. 
Myers was quick to point 

out that this huge win was 
not just the result of the 
starting players on the field. 
According to the coach, the 
reasons behind the team’s 
success goes deeper than 
that. 
“We have to give credit 

to the players who run our 
scout teams in practices and 
prepare us for the games,” 
he said. With that he noted 
players Trey Lebo, Dylan 
Andree, Dustin Holliman, 
Abel Botterbusch, Wyatt 
Smith, Aaron McDevitt 
and Brandon Miller for 
their contributions to the 
unbeaten season. 
Notre Dame-Green Pond 

from Easton out of the Co-
lonial League came into the 

matchup led by sophomore quarterback Cole 
DeFranco, who had passed for nearly 3,000 
yards for the season. The Crusaders won their 
league title and the District II championship 
with a win over Delaware Valley Charter the 
previous week. And while DeFranco did finish 

Game of a lifetime

Photo by Earl Hammaker

Jaelen Thompson takes off on a long run as Griffen Radabaugh points the way during the Blue Raiders state semifinal win Friday vs. Notre Dame-Green Pond at Hersheypark Stadium. 

Blue Raiders dominate yet again on road to state championship matchup

Photo by Earl Hammaker

Middletown’s Tristen Maxwell tracks down the Crusaders’ ball carrier during the Blue Raiders state semifinal win Friday vs. Notre 
Dame-Green Pond at Hersheypark Stadium. 

Photo by Jodi Ocker

Brady Fox hauls in a catch for 
the Blue Raiders in their state 
semifinal win Friday.

Please See RAIDERS, Page B2

Next up, the ...
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the game with 142 yards, 53 of them 
came on one play late in the first half 
with his team already down by a 35-7 
count. With the ground game produc-
ing just 61 yards against Middletown’s 
smothering defense, the Blue Raiders 
simply manhandled the Crusaders. 
And, it did not take the Raiders long 

to set the tone for the romp. Blake 
Jacoby’s sack of DeFranco on the third 
play of the Crusaders’ game-opening 
possession, followed by a 16-yard punt 
return by Tyreer Mills, put the Middle-
town offense on the field at the Notre 
Dame 44. Thompson blasted 41 yards 
on first down and set up his three-yard 
touchdown run less than two minutes 
into the game. Donovan Brady made 
the first of seven extra point kicks to 
give the Raiders a 7-0 lead. 
Despite that quick start, the score 

remained unchanged until the final 
seconds of the first quarter. With 2:07 
left in the opening frame, Mills broke 
up a Crusader pass and Notre Dame 
was forced to punt for the fourth time 
in the period. The Blue Raiders took 
over at their own 22. Fox’s 16 yard 
run on second down moved the ball 
to the 45, but the Middletown offense 
appeared to be stalled when a pair of 
runs went nowhere. However, with 
half a minute to go, Tre Leach took 
a perfectly executed screen pass 55 
yards to the end zone for the Raiders’ 
second score and a 14-0 lead. 
On the ensuing possession, the 

Crusaders picked up 9 yards on first 
down but Haden Landis dropped Mitch 
Daniel for an 8-yard loss on second 
down on the first play of the second 
quarter. With Tristan Maxwell, Kyle 
Truesdale and Laron Woody provid-
ing additional defensive muscle, the 
Crusaders were forced to punt once 
again. Five punts by Tim Constantino 
before halftime was a great indicator 
of how the Middletown defense was 
playing. The Raiders were back on 
offense at their own 37 with 10:34 
left in the first half. 
With Ethan Newton, Tom Staker, 

Griffen Radabaugh, Trey Michal, 
Brendan Douglass and Malik Noon 
leading the way up front, Thompson 
and Fox found running room on every 
play as the Raiders marched down the 
field. Notre Dame’s defense simply 

could not stop the rush. On the eighth 
play of the drive, Thompson slipped 
through a gap on the right side and 
powered into the end zone against 
some resistance for the Raiders’ third 
touchdown. 

After a chop block pushed the Crusad-
ers into an offensive hole following the 
touchdown, Mills broke up a second 
down pass and Haden Landis and Bob 
Graham sacked DeFranco on third 
down to force yet another Notre Dame 
punt. Mills returned the kick 17 yards 
and the Raiders were back in business 
at the Notre Dame 39. 
Fox ran for 7 yards on first down and 

got the call again on second down. On 
the carry, Fox made a great cut on the 
right side and simply outran everyone 
to the end zone for another Middle-
town score with 5:23 left in the half. 
Down 28-0 at that point, the Crusaders 
needed a lift and got it with their first 
touchdown of the game. Aided by 
a Middletown penalty, Notre Dame 
scored on a 22 yard run by Daniel 
with 3:35 left. 
The Blue Raiders went three-and-out 

on their offensive series and it ap-
peared as if the Crusaders had some 
momentum going for them. But Hunter 
Landis sacked DeFranco for a 5-yard 
loss on first down and Jonah McCoy 
broke up a second down throw to force 
a third and 15. The Crusaders picked 

up 8 yards on a DeFranco pass, well 
short of the first down marker, bringing 
up yet another punt. The kick went just 
25 yards and the Raiders took over at 
their 42. Following a pass interference 
call against the Crusaders, Snavely 
connected with Leach for 26 yards to 
the Notre Dame 17. 
A pair of penalties that backed up the 

Middletown offense to the 36 could 
have killed the drive. But, after pick-
ing up two yards on a keeper, Snavely 
hit Thompson in stride down the right 
sideline and Thompson took the catch 

to the end zone for another Middletown 
tally with 32 ticks left in the first half. 
That touchdown play gave the Raiders 
a 35-7 lead. 
The Crusaders, however, turned in 

their only big play of the first half when 
Jalen Simpson went 53 yards with a 
pass from DeFranco. McCoy’s tackle 
at the 9 yard line kept Simpson from 
scoring. The half ended when Tucker 
Eighmy’s 26-yard field goal attempt 
missed, apparently partially blocked 
by the Raiders. 
Middletown’s opening drive of the 

second half ended when a pass by 
Snavely was intercepted by Austin 
Kaulius. 
But the Crusaders could not cash in 

on the turnover and the Raiders were 
back on offense at the 29 following 
another punt. Thompson carried six 
straight times, and, aided by a personal 
foul against the Crusaders, the offense 
reached the 13 yard line. On third and 
11, Noon broke open in the middle of 
the end zone and Snavely connected 
for another score with 4:54 left. With 
Brady’s PAT the Raiders were now 
up by 35 points, 42-7, and the mercy 

clock started running. 
To make matters worse for the Cru-

saders, McCoy intercepted a DeFranco 
pass, returning the ball to the Notre 
Dame 37. With a 15-yard personal 
foul penalty against the Crusaders 
tacked on, the stage was set for the final 
Middletown touchdown. Fox carried 
three times and Thompson once as the 
third quarter clock ran down to :00. 
On the first play of the final frame, 

fullback Justin Mayersky plowed into 
the end zone from three yards out for 
his first varsity touchdown. That score 
put the Raiders up 49-7. 
The Crusaders managed to record 

their second touchdown on a 4-yard 
run by DeFranco with 7:39 left, but 
that turned out to be their final points 
of the 2016 season. With time wind-
ing down, Middletown’s Jose Lopez 
broke free on an apparent 63-yard 
touchdown run, but the play was nul-
lified by a penalty denying the Raiders 
more points. 
From there the final minutes evapo-

rated into the chilly night air in Hershey 
and set off the celebration from the 
Middletown side.

RAIDERS
Continued From Page B1

Photo by Jodi Ocker

Jaelen Thompson discards a Notre Dame-Green Pond defender. 

Photo by Don Graham

Middletown fans pack the stands Friday at Hersheypark Stadium.

Photo by Bill Darrah

Tre Leach speeds by the Crusaders defense 
for an early Blue Raider touchdown.

Photo by Bill Darrah

Chris Plummer is well-defended 
as he goes after a pass.

Photo by Bill Darrah

Hunter Landis sizes up Notre Dame-Green Pond quarterback Cole DeFranco for the sack.

Photos by Bill Darrah and Jodi Ocker

The Blue Raider defense shuts down the Crusaders, 
above and right. Left, Kyle Truesdale brings down 
the ball carrier.

2016 SEASON
Sept. 2 @Lower Dauphin 27-7
Sept. 9 Northern York 33-0
Sept. 16 @West Perry 35-6
Sept. 23 East Pennsboro 50-14
Sept. 30 @Trinity 69-7
Oct. 7 Palmyra 14-10
Oct. 14 @Camp Hill 49-14
Oct. 22 Boiling Springs 42-6
Oct. 28 @Milton Hershey 49-20
Nov. 4 Steel-High 42-7
Nov. 11 Littlestown* 49-14
Nov. 17 Wyomissing* 48-20
Nov. 25 Scranton Prep* 40-13
Dec. 2 ND-Green Pond* 49-14

* playoff game

TOTALS
14-0 record, 596 points scored (42.57 

a game), 152 scored against (10.86 
a game)

Get set for Tigers
The Blue Raiders are set to face 
Beaver Falls in the 3A champion-
ship game at 3:30 p.m. Saturday 
at Hersheypark Stadium. 
Middletown will be the home 
team and will wear dark jerseys.
Middletown fans will have the 
home field side of the stands on 
the press box side of the field.
Parking is free. Gates open at 
2:30 p.m. 
Beaver Falls — whose most 
famous football graduate is the 
famed “Broadway Joe,” Joe 
Namath — earned its place by 
defeating Central Martinsburg 
14-7 at Altoona’s Mansion Park 
on Friday.
The Tigers are ranked as the No. 
1 team in Class 3A in the state. 
The Blue Raiders are ranked No. 
2. After losing their first game 
of the season to Aliquippa, the 
Tigers ran off 10 straight victories 
and then avenged the loss to 
Aliquippa with a 35-22 win in a 
playoff game.
Like Middletown this will be Bea-
ver Falls’ first appearance in the 
state championship game.  

No Card 
Needed 
To Save!
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Prices 
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KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE 12/6/16 – 12/12/16

WOW!

SHRIMP
Experts

FRESH SUPER LEAN

CHOPPED SIRLOIN

MUST BUY 10 LBS

349
lb.

SAVE $1.50 LB

WOW!
Strip Steaks $799

USDA CHOICE WHOLE

NEW YORK STRIPS
499

lb.
SAVE $3 LB

899
lb.

SAVE $6 LB

1LB PASTEURIZED

OCEAN CROWN

LUMP CRAB MEAT

26/30 CT EZ PEEL

XL SHRIMP

SOLD IN 2LB BAGS
REG $11.98

599
lb.

SAVE $8 LB

SAVE $1

59¢
lb.

MUST BUY 5 LBS

FRESH NATURAL BONE IN
CHICKEN TIGHTS

159
lb.

SAVE $1.49 LB
BONELESS SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREASTS

FRESH LEAN
WHOLE BONE IN 
PORK LOIN SAVE 74¢ LB

20 LB AVG

125
lb.

WOW! 2 FREE

6CT ORIGINAL THOMAS

ENGLISH MUFFINS

BUY 1 GET 2

FREE
SAVE $8.78

399
lb.

SAVE $1 LB

KARNS PREMIUM
SMOKED BACON

PRETTY LADY X-LARGE

PREMIUM RED

SEEDLESS GRAPES
179

lb.
SAVE $2 LB

MUST BUY 10 LBS

Hoops delay
The Blue Raiders boys basketball 
season will have to wait for now.
The season was set to tip off this 
weekend in — appropriately — 
the Lower Dauphin Tip Off event. 
But because the football team is 
still playing, the basketball team 
will not.
The next scheduled game is 
Tuesday, Dec. 13, at Northern 
Lebanon.
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See Don For:
Your Best Deal For New 
& Used Cars & Trucks

DON STAGO Bus. 234-4444 Cell 940-4963
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg

Sutliff

PLACE YOUR 
AD HERE! 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 

CALL 717-944-4628 

Elwood’s
• PA Inspections • Brakes

New & Used Tires • Exhaust • Struts 
Oil Changes • Shocks • Batteries

- Vehicle Emissions Testing -
138 W. Main Street

Middletown
944-9255

STATE INSPECTION DUE?
See Any One Of These Businesses 

To Meet All Of Your 
Inspection And Service Needs.

Try To Have Your Inspection Done Early ... 
And Even If Your Vehicle’s Inspection 

Is Not Due, It Pays To Have A 
Periodic Check At Least Every Six Months!

PLACE YOUR AD 
FOR ONLY $21.50 A MONTH! 

CALL 944-4628 FOR 
MORE INFORMATION

E-TOWN
DODGE

STATE INSPECTION DUE?
See Any One Of These Businesses 

To Meet All Of Your 
Inspection And Service Needs.

Try To Have Your Inspection Done Early ... 
And Even If Your Vehicle’s Inspection 

Is Not Due, It Pays To Have A 
Periodic Check At Least Every Six Months!

Dailey’s Service Station
State Inspections • Tune-ups 

Oil Changes • Repairs
- Vehicle Emissions Testing -

Corner Main & Spruce Streets
Middletown

944-4407

Jack’s Auto 
Sales & Service

“Quality Pre-owned Vehicles”
PA State Inspections • A/C Service

All General & Technical Repairs
Four Wheel Alignments

- Vehicle Emissions Testing -
2189 W. Hbg. Pike, Middletown

944-7363

Grove Motors, Inc.
PA Inspections • A/C Service • Brakes

Exhaust • Shocks • Alignments 
Tune-ups • Towing

- Vehicle Emissions Testing -

452 E. Main Street
Middletown
944-1397

Vastine’s Auto Service
General Repair Service on Domestic and 

Popular Foreign Cars
- Vehicle Emissions Testing -

231 Oak Hill Drive
Middletown

944-7154

Elwood’s Sunoco
Full Service • PA Inspections

New & Used Tires • Brakes • Exhaust Oil 
Changes • Shocks • Struts • Batteries

- Vehicle Emissions Testing -
138 W. Main Street

Middletown
944-9255

The Hondru
Service Experience

Factory Warranty Center
the Best Service in lancaster County

- Vehicle Emissions Testing -

E-TOWN
CHEVROLET367-6644

“Serving all Makes & Models 
Without an appointment”

- Vehicle Emissions Testing -
Rte. 322 E. of Hershey at Maguire’s Ford

838-7700
NOW INSPECTING 12-01-02

Quick Lane 
Tire & Auto Center

ad for 12_05_08

Dailey’s Service Station
State Inspections • Tune-ups 

Oil Changes • Repairs
- Vehicle Emissions Testing -

Corner Main & Spruce Streets
Middletown

944-4407

Vastine’s Auto Service
General Repair Service on Domestic and 

Popular Foreign Cars
- Vehicle Emissions Testing -

231 Oak Hill Drive
Middletown

944-7154

The Hondru
Service Experience

Factory Warranty Center
The Best Service in Lancaster County

- Vehicle Emissions Testing -

367-6644

“Serving All Makes & Models 
Without An Appointment”

- Vehicle Emissions Testing -
Rte. 322 E. of Hershey at Maguire’s Ford

838-7700
NOW INSPECTING 12-01-02

Quick Lane 
Tire & Auto Center

231 OAK HILL DRIVE • MIDDLETOWN • 944-7154

PA STATE INSPECTIONS
Lube • Oil & Filter Service

Open 
Weekdays 

8 am-5:30 pm 
Closed Sat.

•OIL CHANGES
•BRAKE REPAIRS
•EXHAUST REPAIRS
•COMPUTER DIAGNOSIS

Thanksgiving morn-
ing, just at sunrise, 
is when people who 
live on the edges of 
the Chesapeake are 
loudly reminded that 
they live in the middle 
of a thriving seasonal 
harvest: waterfowl-
ing. 
Shotgun blasts shatter the dawn si-

lence, sounding for all the world like 
the opening salvos of a Gettysburg 
re-enactment. Swiftly following is the 
roar of thousands of startled geese or 
ducks taking wing. Left behind on the 
water are the wounded birds, some 
still struggling against the inevitable 
arrival of the retriever.
For some folks who have pleasur-

ably watched the bay’s fall aerial tide 
of geese, this is more than a surprise 
— it’s an outrage. Surely, this noisy, 
visible, gruesome killing — done for 
pleasure — must be violating some sort 
of law? Or at the very least, certainly 
it violates our environmental ethics in 
an estuary already imperiled by man’s 
presence?
In fact, this prominent reaping of wa-

terfowl is not a violation of the environ-
ment at all. Despite all appearances to 
the contrary, these hunters, the licenses 
they buy for the privilege of harvest-
ing waterfowl, and the preservation 
organizations they support, represent 
arguably one of the best-managed, 
best-funded and oldest conservation 
programs in North America.
That wasn’t always the case. 
Prior to 1918, hundreds of bird spe-

cies, from geese and ducks to owls and 
egrets, were harvested without limit. 
Some were destined for ladies’ hats, 
others eradicated as nuisances. Many 
were hunted for their flesh. 
The Chesapeake, in particular, was 

known for its commercial waterfowl 
harvest. Each winter, thousands of 
hunters, armed to the teeth, would take 
to the bay’s quiet coves in the efficient 
and deadly pursuit of waterfowl, ducks 
in particular. Canvasbacks, blue bills, 
teals, black ducks — all were killed 
by the thousands, often on the water 
or while sleeping, to meet the insa-
tiable East Coast demand for savory 
wildfowl.
This rampant plunder of birds was 

no different than other 19th-century 
Chesapeake harvests — oysters, shad 
and sturgeon were all pursued to the 
edge of collapse. Waterfowl, though, 
were different. Unlike aquatic species, 
their dwindling flocks were easily 
observed, something that caused great 
consternation, not only in emerging 
conservation clubs like the Audubon 
Society, but also among affluent pri-
vate sportsmen. 
The response was the 1918 Migra-

tory Bird Treaty Act — establishing 
the unprecedented protection of U.S. 
and Canadian wildlife on an interna-
tional scale. It immediately ceased 
the hunting of waterfowl for the 
commercial market, establishing in 
its place a system of restricted sport 
hunting, managed by states, enforced 
by wardens and supported by the sale 
of licenses.
Since then, the harvest of Chesapeake 

waterfowl has been closely managed 
by strict bag limits and restrictions 
on hunting tools, gear, blinds and 
boats. Some species, like swans in 
Maryland, have been removed from 
harvest altogether. Others, like Canada 
geese, have had long-term protective 
moratoriums over the years. But all 
are closely supervised by federal and 
state agencies that monitor the bird 
populations and dictate the number 
that can be taken annually.
This 20th-century transition from 

market hunting to sport hunting cre-
ated a new kind of waterfowler — 
one who never knew a shoot without 
a bag limit. Reared on hunting for 
enjoyment rather than volume, these 
sportsmen found beauty in the chal-
lenges of shooting birds on the wing. 
They learned from older mentors 
how to how to compose a decoy rig 
and the glottal symphony of a duck 
call. They rose for the promise of a 
glorious hunt when the geese hover, 
silhouettes against a fiery sky.  They 
ate the few birds they shot with gusto 
and appreciation.
These experiences inspired both pas-

sion and protectiveness. Conservation 

hunters knew the only way to ensure 
the joy of a great shoot for future gen-
erations was to ensure that waterfowl 
populations flourished. 
They established private organiza-

tions — most notably Ducks Unlim-
ited — to promote the protection of 
waterfowl and the creation of wildlife 
habitat. From the waterfowl nurseries 
of Canadian prairie sloughs to the 
Chesapeake’s overwintering marshes, 
DU used contributions to protect 
hundreds of thousands of acres and 
restore thousands more.
In the Chesapeake Bay, DU has joined 

forces with state and federal agencies. 
Both Blackwater National Wildlife 
Refuge, near Cambridge, Maryland, 
and Deal Island Wildlife Management 
Area, near Dames Quarter, Maryland, 

for example, have partnered with DU 
on restoration initiatives for more than 
20 years. As recently as 2013, both 
conservation areas completed major 
projects with DU’s help: enhancing 
a 57-acre portion of the refuge at 
Blackwater and creating at 2,800-
acre impoundment at Deal Island 

to foster the growth of submerged 
aquatic vegetation — nature’s perfect 
waterfowl food.
It seems a contrary notion to congratu-

late sportsmen for the preservation of 
the waterfowl they’re shooting. But 
there isn’t a more vocal or committed 
community of waterfowl conserva-
tionists out there. They know the only 
way their beloved tradition continues 
is by waterfowl not merely surviving, 
but thriving. 
When you see the great cyclones of 

geese descending over cornfields at 
dusk, remember, waterfowlers are 
partially to thank. 
For almost a hundred years, those 

conservation hunters have committed 
to a sustainable compromise, balanc-
ing their shotgun blasts with the clarion 
call of a million geese, just arrived 
from Canada.

Kate Livie of Chesterton, Maryland, 
is the author of “Chesapeake Oysters 
— The Bay’s Foundation and Future” 
(2015) and serves as education direc-
tor of the Chesapeake Bay Maritime 
Museum in St. Michaels.

KATELIVIE
The conservationist case for waterfowl hunting: It helps

Lower Dauphin High School’s 
winter edition of its Meet the Fal-
cons night will be held at 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 7 in the school 
gymnasium.
Members of Lower Dauphin’s 

v a r s i t y 
a t h l e t i c 
t e a m s 
will be in-
troduced. 
T e a m s 

p a r t i c i -
p a t i n g 
i n c l u d e 
boys and 
girls basketball, ice hockey, boys 
and girls swimming, and wrestling. 
The cheerleading squad also will 

be introduced and will perform a 
routine.
After the event, parents and spec-

tators are invited onto the floor 
to take photos of their favorite 
Falcons.
For more information, contact 

Athletic Director David Bitting, 
at 566-5338.

The Penn State Harrisburg women’s 
basketball team lost a pair of confer-
ence games in the last week.

Salisbury, Maryland 72,  
Penn State Harrisburg 39

Penn State hosted Capital Athletic 
Conference foe Salisbury on Saturday, 
Dec. 3, but fell short in a 72-39 loss 
to the Sea Gulls.
Penn State Harrisburg is now 1-5 on 

the season, and Salisbury is 5-1.
The Lions struggled with shooting 

in all areas, making only 12-58 (20 
percent) from the field, 3-21 (14 per-
cent) on three-pointers and 12-24 (50 
percent) on free throws.
Penn State led after one quarter, 17-

12. But they could muster only 22 
points the rest of the game, scoring 
5 in the second, 10 in the third and 7 
in the fourth.
Salisbury, meanwhile, scored 25 

points in the second quarter to help 
put the game away.
Janel Brown got things started early 

for the Lions, sinking her first three-
pointer of the day in the sixth minute of 
play. Ana Edmondson followed in her 
footsteps, hitting a three to give Har-
risburg the lead for the first time 6-4.
Rachel Miller finished two straight 

layups to extend Harrisburg’s lead to 
15-10 with less then a minute to go 
in the first quarter. Jada Pettis’ basket 
sent the Lions into the second quarter 
with a 17-12 lead.
In the third quarter Edmondson, Tessa 

Dolce, and Kaitlyn Carmo put Harris-
burg back on track with each finding 
the basket at the start of the quarter.

Salisbury would go on to outscore 
the Lion’s 21-7 in the fourth.
Edmondson had 7 points and 1 re-

bound for Penn State, while Carmo 
had 6 points, 8 rebounds, 1 assist and 
1 steal and Miller had 7 points and 
1 assist.

York 60,  
Penn State Harrisburg 39

The Penn State Harrisburg women’s 
basketball team opened up its Capital 
Athletic Conference season facing off 
against York and losing 60-39.
Cold shooting plagued the Lions 

again: 15-61 overall (24 percent), 5-25 
on three-pointers (20 percent) and 4-9 
from the free throw line (44 percent). 
Penn State Harrisburg struggled 

offensively in the first two quarters, 
scoring a total of only 11 points while 
the Spartans scored 27 in the half.
In the third quarter, the Lions found 

their stride thanks to back-to-back 
threes from Ana Edmondson and Sid-
ney Gordon. Precious Shirk added to 
Harrisburg’s tally with a layup heading 
into the fourth quarter.
Kaitlyn Carmo got things off to a 

good start in the fourth with a three-
point shot followed by a layup from 
Tessa Dolce.
Jada Pettis scored on two layups at 

the end of the game.
Carmo had 11 points, 10 rebounds and 

2 steals. Dolce added 10 rebounds, 4 
points and 2 steals. Edmondson had 
5 points, 1 assist and 1 steal.
UP NEXT: Penn State Harrisburg 

will travel to Frostburg State on 
Wednesday Dec. 7. Tipoff is at 6 p.m. 

The Penn State Harrisburg men’s 
basketball team fell twice in home 
games in the last week.

Salisburg 70, 
Penn State Harrisburg 39 

Penn State Harrisburg led the No. 19 
Salisbury Sea Gulls by three points at 
halftime of their Capital Athletic Con-
ference matchup Saturday, Dec. 3. 
But the visitors outscored the Lions 

45-11 in the second half for a 70-39 
conference victory.
Salisbury is 5-1 on the season, and 

Penn State Harrisburg is 3-3.
The Lions shot only 30 percent from 

the field (14-47). They were 2-13 (15 
percent) on three-pointers and 7-16 
(43 percent) from the free throw line.
Dante Brown got Harrisburg off to 

a great start in the opening minutes, 
sinking two straight layups to bring 
the Lions within 4 points of the 
visitors.
Jazmon Harris added to the Lions’ 

first half surge with a jumper to bring 
them only three point behind Salis-
bury’s early lead.
Brown came up big with 6 minutes 

to go, dunking over the Sea Gulls de-
fense to give Harrisburg a 20-19 lead.
The visitors came back several times 

in the remaining minutes to tie up the 
game before a Kahlil Williams layup 
with 2:04 to go extended Harrisburg’s 
lead to 27-24. Harrisburg led heading 
into halftime 28-25.
But Penn State Harrisburg struggled 

to slow down the Sea Gulls in the 
second half. The visitors outscored 
Harrisburg 45-11 in the second half.  
Brown had 11 points, 7 rebounds 

and 1 steal. Harris had 6 points and 
5 rebounds. Lamar Thomas added 6 
points, 2 rebounds and 4 assists.

York 86,  
Penn State Harrisburg 73

The Penn State Harrisburg men’s 
basketball team dropped its first con-
ference game of the year on Wednes-
day, Nov. 30, as a hot-shooting York 
squad downed the Lions 86-73.
The Spartans blitzed Harrisburg with 

9 points in the first four minutes of 
play to take control of the game early.
Lamar Thomas put Harrisburg back 

on track and within four of the visi-
tors with their first three-pointer of 
the game.
With only seven minutes to go in the 

first half, Thomas sank eight straight 
points to give the Lions their first lead 
of the day, 25-24.
Khalil White extended the Lion lead 

to four with a three-point jumper with 
4:53 to go in the first.
The Spartans finished the end of the 

first half strong, heading into halftime 
with a 38-33 lead.
Jazmon Harris and White got things 

started early in the second half with 
two back-to-back three-pointers. Har-
ris added two more buckets just a few 
minutes later to bring the Lions only 
one point behind the visitors.
Harrisburg struggled to slow the 

Spartans down as the second half 
progressed, giving York a 16-point 
lead with 10 minutes to go.
White added three more three-

pointers in the remaining minutes but 
the Spartans’ second half lead proved 
to be too much for Harrisburg.

White had 23 points, 1 rebound and 1 
steal. Harris had 14 points, 2 rebounds 
and 5 steals. Thomas had 13 points, 
2 rebounds and 1 steal.

Up next: Penn State Harrisburg will 
travel to Frostburg State on Wednes-
day Dec. 7. Game time is scheduled 
for 8 p.m. 

Penn State men drop a pair of CAC games

Contributed photo

Lamar Thomas drives toward the basket.

Cold shooting plagues PSU 
women in two blowout losses

LD’s Meet the 
Falcons night 
is Dec. 7

By Eric Wise
Press And Journal Staff

The Harrisburg Rugby Football Club 
will start work on its first permanent 
home in 2017, as ground in Sunset 
Park, Londonderry Township, will be 
cleared for three rugby fields, accord-
ing to township officials.
Steve Letavic, township manager, 

initially met with the club when its 
members and township residents in 
September were looking into land 

along Newberry Road for a possible 
location. 
“The residents were not in favor of 

having a recreational use with lighted 
fields near their homes,” Letavic said. 
“From that meeting it was clear that 
this would be an ongoing issue, so I 
decided to try and help them find a 
home within our parks. 
“Sunset Park made sense because 

of the lack of neighbors and because 
we already have lit ballfields there. It 
appeared to be a good solution that 

would enhance the park and provide 
an area for the rugby club to have its 
games and practices.”
Next spring, the township will clear 

trees from area in Sunset Park across 
the road from the public works build-
ing. The club will then be responsible 
for grading the new fields and making 
any stormwater improvements. 
The new fields, called “pitches” in 

rugby terms, will include a primary 
lighted game field and two practice 
fields. The club will also be respon-

sible for expanding the parking lot and 
installing the lights.  
When the fields are not scheduled for 

the club’s use, they will be available 
for rent for soccer, rugby and lacrosse. 
“We will coordinate the use of the 

fields with the rugby club,” he said. 
The rugby club will be responsible 

for the initial costs of about $350,000 
for the fields, stormwater and paving. 
Lighting for the field will cost an ad-
ditional $120,000. 
To pay for its new home, the club 

has been working on funding rais-
ing, including an event in November 
at Sunset Golf Course. It also might 
benefit from grants. 
“We will be assisting through the 

grant process,” Letavic said. “That is, 
we will seek out grants with matching 
fund components to assist to the extent 
that those grants exist. The rugby club 
would provide the matching funds and 
the township as owner would be the 
grant applicant.”
The township and the club signed a 

50-year lease for the 8.5 acres portion 
of the park with a $1 per year lease. 
Under the terms of a lease signed with 

the township, the fields will be mowed 
and fertilized by township crews.
The rugby club plans to later build 

a two-story clubhouse for use by its 
members. 
“It is the club’s intent to construct 

a clubhouse complete with changing 
rooms, showers and social facilities,” 
according to the proposal the club 
provided the township. 

Work on rugby site to get underway at Sunset Park



VIEWPOINTS WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 2016  PAGE B4

P&JEDITORIALS

Elks Theatre saga 
like a bad movie 
with no end in sight

Press And JournAl
EDITORIAL BOARD

PRESIDENT  Louise Sukle, louisesukle@pressandjournal.com
PUBLISHER  Joseph G. Sukle Jr., joesukle@pressandjournal.com

EDITOR Jason Maddux jasonmaddux@pressandjournal.com

PRESS AND JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS 20 S. Union St.,  
Middletown, PA 17057, 717-944-4628   FAX: 717-944-2083   

EMAIL: info@pressandjournal.com  CORPORATE WEBSITE: pandjinc.com

The Elks Theatre saga continues, with the plot taking twists and turns that 
frankly we have trouble following.
What would the title of the movie based on this story be? Maybe “Missed Op-

portunities.” Or “Planless in Middletown.” Or “Double Trouble.”
We hope that a rewrite still can be done to improve the ending, but we fear 

it’s too late.
And, if you allow us one more movie pun: Where is the theater’s knight in 

shining armor? In other words, if there is such a fervor for it to reopen, who is 
the person or group driving it? No one on council has made impassioned pleas, 
minus some efforts by Diana McGlone. The Friends of the Elks group remains 
just that — friends. It seems unwilling to take on a full relationship. They won’t 
buy the theater for even $1.
In July, dozens of residents came to the MCSO to make it crystal clear to 

council that they want the theater to reopen. Speaker after speaker pledged to 
do whatever it took to make it happen. And what happened? Nothing. No one 
raised any money. No one went door to door. 
The latest blow to the theater’s hopes came when the Middletown Borough 

Council recently rejected a $500,000 state grant not once, but twice.
Yes, there were strings attached to the grant, including a necessary local match. 

But that was not enough reason to turn down the money. Had council accepted 
the grant, the borough would have had six months to figure out how to come up 
with the $500,000 in cash that would have been needed, as estimates now show 
that it will cost at least $1 million to restore and reopen the theater.
So all the town had to do was come up with $500,000. Not $500,000 in tax 

dollars, but $500,000.
However, those on the council who felt as though the theater renovation is a 

“want” and not a “need” prevailed.
Raising $500,000 sounds like a daunting task, and it is. But look at some of the 

other things that this town has been known to accomplish, when put to the test. 
Remember the big fire at Pineford and how the entire town responded and 

mobilized in the space of just a few hours?
Or how about the small army of volunteers who make National Night Out 

happen in August? You know, that National Night Out for which the borough 
just got a national award?
Mayor James H. Curry III and many council members don’t want any tax dollars 

going for the renovations. That’s a legitimate position. The borough is looking 
at a lot of big ticket capital improvement needs and projects coming down the 
pike — such as a fire engine that may itself cost up to $2 million.
A theater vs. a firetruck that might be needed to put out the fire at your house or 

your business? It is kind of a no-brainer. However, in rejecting the grant, council 
is basically saying this town isn’t up to the task. That’s unfortunate.
What’s also disconcerting is this same council in August unanimously approved 

using money received from selling two downtown properties for renovating the 
Elks Theatre. Money that the borough gets over the next two years from leas-
ing a cell tower to AT&T — estimated at the time at $50,000, although it could 
be less — is also going toward theater renovations. Sale of the McNair house 
and the former Klahr site, along with the cell tower money, could total several 
hundred thousand dollars, although the properties appear far from being sold. 
Council President Ben Kapenstein and council members Damon Suglia, Diana 

McGlone, Robert Reid and Dawn Knull voted for settings aside the funds in 
August. But Suglia, Reid and Knull voted against accepting the grant, with Knull 
one of the most outspoken opponents.
What changed between August and November?
We are still disappointed in another missed opportunity for the theater.
Last year, Phantom Theatre Company wanted to lease the space into a multi-

purpose performing arts center for live performances while continuing to show 
movies as well. It commissioned professional sketches for the plan, obtained 
construction estimates, made presentations to the borough council, and held a 
reception at the Elks. It decided not to continue with the plans after finding out 
Tattered Flag Brewery and Still Works would take the second floor of the front 
of the building. 
Still, the group came back again earlier this year when no other group had 

submitted a viable plan for the theater. In March, it submitted another letter of 
intent and a business plan for the theater. But in a May later, the group’s board 
president, Wendi Dobson, said: “Despite our true intentions and best efforts, 
the misinformation circulated throughout social media about PTC by certain 
members of the community with their own self-interests, as well as the ongo-
ing political turmoil and discord among the borough council and ICDA, have 
become deterrents to moving forward with the Elks Building business plan.”
Ouch. 
We aren’t looking to bash everyone involved, but the Friends of the Elks group 

needs to do more. They don’t want to own the theater, even if it costs them just $1. 
They could probably have the theater space tomorrow. In doing so, the Friends 

group could commit itself to leading the effort to make the theater happen, once 
and for all. It all comes down to taking a leap, making a monumental commitment. 
To its credit, the Friends group since August 2015 has had a proposal before the 

borough for the Friends group to lease the theater from the borough and operate it.
But the proposal is contingent upon the borough coming up with about $500,000 

— there’s that $500,000 again — to restore and reopen the theater as a multi-use 
performing arts center.
The borough has not taken any action on the proposal — again, because council 

doesn’t want to spend tax dollars on the theater, and also because the mayor 
and several others on council have yet to be convinced that the Friends group 
can raise the amount of money that would be needed to complete the project.
In another example of this self-inflicted paralysis, the Friends group has repeatedly 

said it has potential donors lined up — including the big-time corporate type — 
but that nobody is going to give any money until the borough makes some kind 
of commitment to the Friends. And so the circle of inaction remains unbroken.
There is simply no one taking leadership on this issue. There is no plan for what 

should be done. There is no clear route for reopening the theater, or selling the 
theater, or even what should be done with it if it is never a theater again.
There don’t seem to be too many options left.
The borough can continue to own the theater and do nothing with it, garner 

no tax dollars, and basically let it sit and deteriorate. It can try to sell it for 
whatever it can get, with no guarantee that the property will remain a theater 
or even remain standing. Or it can try to sell it with some strings attached that 
it will remain a theater. 
Council member Ian Reddinger publicly favored the borough giving the Elks 

Theater space to the Friends of the Elks group for $1. That still remains the 
best option in our opinion, except as we said, the group doesn’t want it for that.
Middletown, council has tossed the ball in your court. If the 105-year-old Elks 

Theater is truly the gem that everyone says it is, it’s up to the people of this 
town to make it happen. 
If you’re looking to council or the borough or the Friends of the Elks to make 

it happen, you’re wasting your time.

Our Spring Street home was a 
great fit — for us and our piano

Experience with Ecuador’s national 
health care system was a big mess

So what made us pick our house 
at 207 N. Spring St.?
Well, there are lots of things 

that helped us to decide on this 
house, not the least of which was 
our 7-foot grand piano. That’s a 
hefty piece of furniture that not 
only needs to fit in one room of 
the house (hopefully one on a 
main floor), but it also needs to be able to get 
into that room.
This lovely black Mason and Hamlin grand piano 

was my husband’s purchase as he’s the one with 
the music degree and really plays the instrument. 
He spent a good deal of time researching what 
type of piano he liked in terms of its “action” 
(feel and movement of the keys when you play 
them) and then trying several out in our area of 
upstate New York. 
He found a Mason and Hamlin in California that 

was being sold to raise money for the nonprofit 
organization to which it had been given. So sight 
unseen (at least in person), we bought it, insured 
it and shipped it back across the country to our 
home in Binghamton, New York (I say “back” as 
the piano was initially manufactured in Rochester, 
New York). It fit very well in our large family room 
in our old house and served as the focal point for 
many conversations, several family band practices 
and one house concert. Now the challenge was to 
find a new home that would fit this lovely piece 
of musical furniture. 
We are not really new house people, having had 

a house in Binghamton that was built in 1915 
with a large two-floor addition built in the 1980s 
that had lots of windows. We like a house with 
some character, although “character” can also 
mean “needs lots of work.” We looked at several 
places and found some that could house the piano 
though the entryway would have been too tight or 
had too sharp a turn to allow us to maneuver the 
instrument in. Too bad as so many were very nice. 
I found our house on Spring Street during an 

open house a month or so after I moved here. At 
that time, I thought it was potentially too big and 
too expensive — too big as it was actually bigger 
than our home in Binghamton and we were now 
only a family of two since both daughters have 
moved out. When my husband saw it, he favored 
it much more than another place in Middletown 
in part because of the beautiful large living room 

with lovely wood floors. When he said “we could 
have dances here,” I was hooked.
The house was built in 1900, by Mr. Roth, who 

then lived next door in 203 Spring. He built it for 
his three children. Our house looks like it was 
built as a triplex with three sets of bay windows 
both on the first and second floors. Based on the 
information from our neighbors (who heard it 
from the previous owner), none of the kids actu-
ally lived in the house. I can totally understand 
that (I can’t imagine living next to my parents in 
my early adult life). 
At some point, it was converted into a duplex, 

taking the two left-side thirds and putting them 
together. That’s the side we have. That makes the 
outside and inside stairs wider than usual and the 

main living room large enough to able to host 
dances. We’ve actually used the lovely grand piano 
to play for several of the dances we’ve hosted. The 
musicians love it as it has a rich sound.
When we saw the house, it was filled with lots 

of models of homes, including Fallingwater, de-
signed by Frank Lloyd Wright. This was because 
the husband of the previous owner was an avid 
crafter. There is also a wonderfully distinctive 
mural along all four walls of the dining room. 
This was painted in 2007 by Theresa Croteau of 
Rehrersburg for her mother who lived in the house 
with Mr. Don Greenfield at that time. 
Terry told us that she had hiked the Appalachian 

Trail in sections over several months in 2006 and 
2007. Her mother at that point was not able to 
hike so had to enjoy hearing about it and seeing 
pictures. Terry decided to paint the mural, which 
represents two sections of the Appalachian Trail 
(one in Virginia and the other in Maine), for her 
mother so she could feel like she was “on the trail.”
Terry also said she painted the mural in part to 

repay her mother for their family home in the 
Palmdale section of Hershey where Terry lived 
at the time. When we asked her about the mural, 
Terry provided this journal entry she wrote just 
before reaching the summit of the Appalachian 
Trail in Maine in 2007:
“I think of all the childhood hikes my mom took 

her five daughters out to enjoy, eating in the woods 
or a picnic grove. I realize she planted the seed 
that grew into the fruit of this moment and I am 
thankful for her, her love of life and the outdoors. 
I would love to place her on the top of Katahdin 
Mountain to welcome me as I approach the sum-
mit. She deserves views like that … because she 
gave me a view of life that allowed me to be here.”
If you want to see our house and the mural in 

person, it will be open for the Middletown Holi-
day Home Tour, 1 to 8 p.m. Dec. 10. Contact the 
Middletown Historical Society to get a ticket. 
We’d love to see you. Terry Croteau is expected 
to be here for at least part of the event as well. 
I’ll share more about dancing at our house in 

the new year.

Susannah Gal is associate dean of research and 
outreach and a professor of biology at Penn State 
Harrisburg. She has lived around the world and 
made Middletown her home in July 2015. She 
can be reached at susannahgal1000@gmail.com.

Why did P&J 
article publish 
negative items 
about ‘Huff’?

When we first arrived in Cuenca in 
2012, we were advised by gringos 
that the prudent thing to do was to 
get health insurance. 
Being new, we took their recom-

mendation and opted for coverage. 
The cost for both of us was $187 
monthly and since our monthly 
income was $1,293, It really put a 
burden on our budget. 
I had serious doubts about its viability. Nothing 

was ever paid or reimbursed. There was always 
some mitigating factor that made us ineligible or 
we would be reimbursed “manana” (tomorrow). 
We would go to their insurance office every other 
day and after two months of “mananas,” I indicated 
to them into what orifice they could place their 
insurance. So, we went the self-insured route for 
three years. 
Fortunately, we had the choice: We could choose 

to self-insure, get private insurance or subscribe to 
national health care. We were not coerced by gov-
ernment threats like you are with O’bummer care.
Was there an alternative? Yes – the Ecuadorean 

National Health Insurance, which is referred to here 
as IESS. The price was very attractive — $78.14 
monthly total for the two of us. So we enrolled.
I have had degenerative discs since 1980. To 

relieve inflammation, I take Meloxicam. It was 
prescribed by my doctor in the United States. Until 
now I could go to the pharmacy 80 feet from my 
apartment and buy it over the counter. But now the 
government here in its infinite wisdom has made it 
necessary to have a prescription.
It turned in to a six-day odyssey of navigating the 

IESS system.
On a Monday, I arrived at the IESS doctor, ex-

plained the problem, showed him my X-rays and 
received the prescription. The doctor told me to go 
to the El Centro (center city) IESS pharmacy for 
the prescription and then go the main IESS office to 
schedule an appointment with an orthopedist (which 
I did not request or want). I was not examined.
We went to the El Centro IESS pharmacy and 

there I was told that they did not have Meloxicam 
and I must go to the pharmacy at the IESS hospi-
tal. Since I was already in El Centro, I went to the 
IESS main office to schedule an appointment with 
an orthopedist. After an hour of sitting around sick 
people coughing and sneezing, an appointment was 
made. Now we had to go to a clinic on the northeast 
side of town.
We get to the clinic, wait in line and get to the 

window. We are told the paperwork we were 
given has to be in triplicate, so off we go to find a 
nearby store to have copies made, then go back in 
line at the clinic. It is now 1:10 p.m. Finally, at 3 
p.m., we get to see the doctor.
Now, he wants to see an MRI, so it is back to IESS 

El Centro. I am given paperwork to go to a large 
hospital so an MRI can be scheduled. After that an 
appointment has to be scheduled to have the MRI 
read back at the clinic in the northeast area of the 

city. After seven hours of running around today I 
still do not have the Meloxicam. Maybe tomorrow.
On Day 2, after spending/wasting another 4.5 hours 

going to four more IESS offices, doctors, clinics and 
hospitals, I still did not have the Meloxicam. There 
is none available at the main IESS hospital and they 
don’t know when they will have it. I will have to go 
to a pharmacy and buy the prescription. That is 11 
IESS locations, two days and 11.5 hours of running 
around and have nothing to show for it. 
On that Saturday, I had the MRI taken. On Mon-

day, I go back across town again to have the MRI 
read. The doctor studied the MRI. His diagnosis? 
He told me to be careful when I walk, gave me 
a prescription for Flexaril and guess what else? 
Meloxicam! 
With IESS you can get the prescriptions you need 

at no cost since one is a dues paying member of the 
system, right? Guess again. To get the medicine 
I was prescribed twice by IESS doctors and go-
ing to two IESS pharmacies which did not have 
the medication — that’s six days and 16 total hours 
running the IESS gauntlet — I had to pay for the 
medication myself.
Is this a great system or what?
I could have walked 15 minutes down the hill 

from our apartment, gone to my family doctor, 
gotten the prescription I needed and gone to the 
local pharmacy. Total time: about 50 minutes and 
I would have spent the same for a doctor call as I 
did the six days on taxis and bus fare.
I am really looking forward to my next IESS 

encounter.
Now my wife is experiencing the same type of 

running hither and yon with her IESS doctors. Two 
appointments with not as much as her blood pres-
sure checked. Now the procedure she needs to have 
done has been finally scheduled — in three months! 
Her latest appointment was scheduled for 10:25 a.m. 
and she was not seen until two hours later. Patients 
who got there after her were seen before her. Not 
knowing that she understands some Spanish she 
heard the one nurse say, “The gringa can wait.”
Now we are back to self-insuring but we are 

keeping the IESS insurance for emergencies or for 
something catastrophic, just in case. We might need 
another tour of the city!
On the bright side: The private health care provid-

ers we use are great and I feel as confident in their 
care, if not more so, than I did in central Pennsylva-
nia. And the prices of the office visits are extremely 
reasonable: family doctor is $20, specialist is $40 
and dentist is $20.
They take their time and are very thorough. Olga 

recently had her yearly physical and the doctor 
spent 50 minutes checking her. He then sent her 
for blood work. The follow up visit to review the 
lab results was free.
Until later from beautiful Cuenca ... Eddy the Expat

Ed O’Connor, a former resident of Middletown and 
Lower Swatara Township, is an expatriate living in 
Cuenca, Ecuador.

READERVIEW

We want to hear from you. 
Send letters to: letters 

@pressandjournal.com, or 20 
S. Union St., Middletown, Pa. 

17057

 Letters may be edited for  
accuracy, clarity and length.

YOUR VIEWS 
ARE WELCOME

SUSANNAHGAL

EDO’CONNOR

Photos by Susannah Gal
Room for a piano, top, and Appalachian Trail 
murals are key parts of our house.

I read the David “Huff” Hoffman article 
in last week’s Press And Journal and it has 
weighed heavily on my mind ever since 
— so many questions. 
 While the article began well, it fell short 

at the “Dailey Living” juncture. 
 Shame on you for publishing such a 

demeaning piece about a deceased per-
son who has no possibility of defending 
himself. I was shocked that the Press And 
Journal would print such hateful words 
about a deceased person under the guise 
of quotes.
I thought I was going to read a little about 

David Hoffman, the man I used to see 
around town for years, but never knew. 
Instead I read a self-praise story about his 
caregiver, inferring that he was doing God’s 
work and peppered with his remarks about 
Huff’s hygiene and thievery.
How did you verify that Huff was a 

thief? Or did you just assume it was OK 
to write those words because he’s not here 
to defend himself?
 Even if it was true, why would you 

publish those remarks and not use your 
power to edit? To what point would you 
share such mean-spirited gossip and call 
it interesting?
These aren’t remarks about Huff being 

quirky. They are simply degrading. What 
merit is there in sharing gossip of this 
nature and who talks about the dead this 
way? Silly question since I just read the 
article in the Press And Journal. 
 In your feeble attempt to entertain your 

readers, you seem to have lost sight of 
common decency. Speaking ill of the dead 
lacks regard and respect.
 

Brenda Via Rabuck
Middletown



From The Wednesday,  
Dec. 8, 1993 Edition Of 
The Press And Journal

Boro Council Meeting Issues Call 
For Additional Attorneys

 Perhaps it is a sign of how litigious 
our society has become, of how com-
plex municipal governing has become, 
or perhaps it is a sign of both. Whatever 
it signifies, three attorneys were in 
attendance at Middletown Borough 
Council’s regularly scheduled meeting 
of December 6.
 The three legal representatives were 

David C. Clipper, Middletown Bor-
ough Solicitor, customarily present at 
Council meetings; Terrance J. Fitzpat-
rick of the Harrisburg-based law firm 
Malatesta, Hawke & McKeon, present 
to represent the Borough on the pri-
vate well issue; and Kathryn Speaker 
MacNett, of the Harrisburg law firm 
Buchanan Ingersoll, hired to represent 
the Borough in negotiations now go-
ing on between the Borough and its 
uniform and non-uniform personnel.
 According to Council President 

Barbara Layne, talks have reached 
an impasse with the Teamster’s bar-
gaining unit, resulting in a need for a 
mediator. Layne said the request for 
a mediator came from the Teamsters 
representative, not from the Borough. 
She also explained that the impasse 
centers on “wages and benefits.”
 She also stated that Council did 

factor possible wage and healthcare 
increases into its 1994 budget. But, 
she added, if demands exceed the bud-
geted amounts, Council would have 
only two choices, to reduce services 
or raise money to cover the difference.
 Stressing that it is not a given that 

demands will exceed projections, 
Layne said that if that does occur, and 

if Council elects to raise the money 
rather than reduce services, that money 
will likely come from a tax increase.

‘Christmas In The Park’ To Shine 
Again In 1993
 Middletown Borough is ready to 

“deck the parks,” turning Hoffer Park 
into a winter wonderland of shining 
lights for the third annual “Christmas 
in the Park” celebration.
 The extravaganza begins Fri., Dec. 18 

at 6 p.m. when none other than Saint 
Nick will arrive at the park on a fire 
truck, delighting young and old alike. 
The Middletown Area High School 
Brass Band will also be on hand to 
fill the air with songs of the season.
 Children can tell Santa their Christ-

mas wishes inside the pavilion each 
evening through Dec. 23 from 6 to 9 
p.m. Also, volunteers will serve hot 
cocoa, coffee and cookies to visitors.
 Outside, one can take in a breath-

taking array of 40,000 Christmas 
lights strung throughout the park. The 
outside displays will remain in place 
through Jan. 3.
 Visitors are welcome to drive through 

the park or take a stroll and read the 
huge storyboards bearing the classic 
tales, “The Night Before Christmas.” 
All work, including the art, was done 
by local volunteers.
 “The Borough Electric Depart-

ment did an outstanding job with this 
project,” praised Middletown Mayor 
Robert G. Reid. “It takes days to set 
all this up.” He expected preparations 
to be completed by Fri., Dec. 10.
 Mayor Reid also lauded Irv Stro-

hecker, who headed the decorating 
committee, and the many citizens 
who are donating time to make this 
“Christmas in the Park” a memorable 
one. He also thanked the Londonderry 

Garden Center for donating the indoor 
Christmas tree.

Prices From 23 Years Ago
Wilson Honey Ham ............$3.79/lb.
Fox’s Dutch Potato Salad ......99¢/lb.
Pascal Celery.......  .............. 89¢/stalk
Raisin Bread 16 oz. .................$1.79
Breaded Italian Veal Cutlet $8.79/lb.
Tropicana Twisters 46 oz. .......$1.79
Log Cabin Syrup 24 oz. btl. ....$1.69 
Hot Cocoa Mix 10 oz. pkg. ........83¢
Grey Poupon Mustard 8 oz. ....$1.73
Cain’s Mayonnaise 32 oz.  ......$1.49

Library Board Studies Options 
For Locating Larger Quarters

 When the Elizabethtown Public 
Library moved to its present location 
in 1961, its directors could not have 
anticipated that they would have to 
consider another move again 32 years 
later. But that’s exactly what the pres-
ent members of the Board are now 
contemplating.
 Faced with a steady increase in its 

use by community residents and the 
lack of suitable space to expand the 
facility at its present location on North 
Hanover Street, the Library Board has 
begun to look at various options for 
finding a new location for the com-
munity facility.
 “It’s not a matter of choice,” Librarian 

Susan Bowser admits. “We need more 
space if we want to continue to provide 
the community with the kind of service 
they’ve become accustomed to.”
 Bowser says the Library’s circula-

tion has jumped from about 20,000 
annually in 1971 to more than 110,000 
during 1992. Nearly 50,000 people 
visit the Library each year and the pace 
of that growth seems to be increasing 
steadily, she adds.
 “The idea of trying to enlarge our 

present building just isn’t feasible,” 
Bowser explains. “We don’t have 
enough available space here and the 
present building needs a lot of work to 
meet state and federal requirements.”

 Bowser says there are some build-
ings available right now that could be 
adapted to meet the library’s needs and 
would give them a more prominent 
and easily accessible location.

 “Our present building is on a beauti-
ful site, but it’s in a secluded area of 
town. I think it should be out on a main 
thoroughfare where it’s more visible 
and more inviting.”

www.pressandjournal.com; e-mail - info@pressandjournal.com THE PRESS AND JOURNAL, Wednesday, December 7, 2016 - B5

Don’t wait on Washington to create manufacturing jobs
During his campaign 

stops in Pennsylvania, 
Donald Trump touted his 
intention to bring manu-
facturing jobs back to 
the state. That’s a worthy 
goal, but the truth is the 
Keystone State doesn’t 
need to wait for a presi-
dent of either party to start revitalizing its 
manufacturing sector.
Look no further than the recent news 

that a $500 million manufacturing plant 
will be built in Texas instead of Marcus 
Hook, a small town in Delaware County, 
for a lesson in how we can improve our 
business climate without help from Wash-
ington, D.C.
“I was disappointed to choose Texas, 

but we had to choose the place where we 
had easy access to feedstocks,” said Mark 
G. Nikolich, chief executive of Braskem 
America, the plant’s Philadelphia-based 
developers. “Decisions are already being 
made by businesses like ours to move 
elsewhere because (infrastructure) has 
not evolved in Pennsylvania fast enough, 
completely enough, through the entire 
logistics chain.”
Regulatory delays in the construction 

of new pipelines led Braskem to choose 

Texas. Such government-imposed hurdles 
are just one of many impediments for 
Pennsylvania’s manufacturing sector, 
which accounts for $79 billion in gross 
state product and 568,000 jobs, according 
to the Center for Manufacturing Research.
In fact, Pennsylvania’s attractiveness to 

manufacturers earned a dismal C- this year 
from Ball State University’s Center for 
Business and Economic Research — down 
from a C in 2015.
One of the main factors dragging Penn-

sylvania lower is our tax climate, graded a 
D-, which has a major influence over where 
manufacturers locate their operations. 
“I think it’s fair to say that in Pennsylvania 

the effective tax rate is rather burden-
some,” said Michael Hicks, director of 
the research center.
Indeed, Pennsylvania ranks near the bot-

tom of the 50 states in two key areas — 
corporate taxes (44th) and unemployment 
insurance taxes (45th), according to the 
Tax Foundation. Why should job creators 
put down roots here when dozens of other 
states are more tax-friendly? The tendency 
to skip over Pennsylvania is nothing new, 
especially considering the sorry state of 
economic growth in the last few decades.
Between 1991 and 2015, Pennsylvania 

ranked 46th among the states in job growth, 

45th in personal income growth, and 46th 
in population growth. Last year alone, 
Pennsylvania lost a net 41,000 people to 
other states. Yet while Pennsylvanians 
were fleeing to greener pastures, Har-
risburg pushed through record-breaking 
spending and continued to look for more 
things to tax. In fact, over the past 25 years, 
the size and scope of state government has 
grown almost 200 percent, from a $27 bil-
lion operating budget to nearly $80 billion 
this fiscal year.
Are we better off because of it? Pennsyl-

vania’s unemployment rate stands at 5.8 
percent—nearly 1 percentage point above 
the national average. Of the 50 states, Penn-
sylvania had the second largest increase in 
the unemployment rate over the past year.
Politicians wedded to the status quo 

propose raising the minimum wage and 
increasing government spending to create 
jobs. In reality, both are proven disincen-
tives to private-sector employment.
Corporate welfare subsidies are another 

failed solution. Pennsylvania leads the na-
tion in these taxpayer-funded gimmicks, 
handing out $800 million this year alone 
to select businesses.
The real solution is controlling state 

spending. Eliminating millions in corpo-
rate subsidies would be a great first step, 

allowing lawmakers to lower taxes on all 
businesses not just those with the most 
lobbyists in Harrisburg. Additionally, 
lawmakers must address our astronomical 
corporate income tax rate. At 9.9 percent, 
it ranks second in the nation. Add the fed-
eral tax rate, and Pennsylvania’s corporate 
income tax rate is the second highest in 
the world.
Job creators have undoubtedly chosen 

other states because of this high tax rate, 
meaning fewer opportunities for Penn-
sylvanians and less investment into our 
economy. Harrisburg must control its 
habitual overspending by reforming the 
state’s primary cost drivers. This includes 
addressing our public pension crisis — a 
perennial black mark on the state’s resume 
for business investors.
Pennsylvania has a rich manufacturing 

tradition dating to the 19th century, when 
its steel industry began to establish a leader-
ship position it has since lost. Significant 
state government reform can revitalize 
our manufacturing future, and we don’t 
have to wait for the president to get the 
ball rolling.

Gordon Tomb is a senior fellow with the 
Commonwealth Foundation, Pennsylva-
nia’s free market think tank.

GORDONTOMB

• “Hi everyone! The 
P&J Pastor here. The 
Bible warns us that 
Satan is the great de-
ceiver and Hell is a 
real place. Satan wants 
to keep you from Jesus 
so you’ll be with him 
in eternal fire and tor-
ment. Is your sinning 
really worth it? Hope 
to see you Sunday 
at a church of your 
choice.”

• “Way to go Blue Raiders Football and make us proud. 
Great job and keep up the good work.”

• “Handy dandy championship football bracket, Press And 
Journal. Good luck Blue Raiders. This team of young men 
displays the dignity of the human spirit. I hope they inspire 
everyone beyond football. Nothing greater than a Raider.”

• “ABC 27 News just did a piece on the traffic situation 
in the Grandview neighborhood. While it’s great that the 
intersection of Wharton and Spring got flashing lights 
posted on top of the stop signs, curb painting, and ‘SLOW’ 
painted in the street, that is not the only problem area. 
Vehicles fly up and down Spring Street from Nittany Place 
to Aldwyn Court and back. They repeatedly blow through 
the stop signs at Spring and W. Roosevelt. Why aren’t 
those curbs painted, ‘SLOW’ designated in the intersect-
ing streets, and flashers placed on THOSE stop signs as 
well? As a matter of fact, the intersection at W. Roosevelt 
and Spring is EVEN WORSE than Wharton and Spring. 
At least the latter intersection has a four-way stop. People 
go barreling down W. Roosevelt on their way to campus 
BECAUSE THEY DON’T HAVE A STOP SIGN at the 
intersection with Spring Street. The speed limit is 25 mph 
on N. Union and remains 25 mph when you turn onto W. 
Roosevelt going toward campus, but you sure wouldn’t 
know it. It’s speed demon city at all hours of the day and 
night. Then combine that with folks not stopping at the two 
existing stop signs on the corners at Spring. It’s a tragedy 
waiting to happen. There was already one fender bender 
there since the fall semester began and it is a miracle we 
haven’t witnessed a major accident. So, why no stop sign 
on W. Roosevelt at the intersection with Spring Street? 
Seriously. That is a problem. And why aren’t those curbs 
painted, ‘SLOW’ designated in the intersection, and flash-
ers placed on the two existing stop signs as well? What 
will it take until something more gets done there? Please 
look into that. And thanks to the Middletown police of-
ficers who have worked a traffic patrol in the Grandview 
neighborhood. Please keep up the good work.”

• “It is very funny how when people were not getting in-
formation they complained , now they are seeing debating 
and discussion between council and the Mayor and they 
are still complaining. There is a big difference between 
the old council president and the current Mayor and if I 
need to list them then you better take off your blinders. 
One cares about his town and the people in it and one 
cares about himself. Mayor, some people in this town will 
never be happy, just keep doing what you are doing, some 
of us appreciate you!”

• “People who say Clinton won the election need to do 
some research. Amid the 7,000,000 ballots that were il-
legally cast by illegal aliens, people using dead people 
info to vote, and general voting fraud at the polls, Trump 
still won in a landslide. Bev Harris, the premier voter 
fraud analyst said in at least five sates Clinton won by 
voter fraud. President elect Trump tweeted this info on 
Twitter but of course the butt hurt Clinton voters never 
read it or accepted the fact they lost. In the final analysis, 
it will show Trump won the popular vote AND electoral 
vote in a landslide.”

SOUNDOFF
You may email your Sound Off any time day or night, 

at our website: www.pressandjournal.com.

Sound Off is published as 
a venue for our readers 
to express their personal 
opinions and does not ex-
press the opinions of the 
Press And Journal. Sound 
Off is published in the 
Viewpoints sections but is 
not intended to be read as 
news reports. 

23 Years Ago
From The Middletown Journal Files

Below is a copy of a photograph from the Press And Journal's archives. We apologize for the quality 
of the photograph but hope you will enjoy this glimpse from your recent past.

23 YEARS AGO - Food For The Hungry – Thanks to the thoughtful students at Kunkel Elementary School 
and members of the PTA there will be much food for the hungry during the upcoming holiday season. 
Pictured with over 900 lbs. of food items on their way to the needy are: Donna and Nicole Sipe, Becky, 
Robert, Nicholas and Marcus Wierman, Elaine and Allison Lau, Rachel Allen, John and Betsy Pitek, Niccole 
Shupp, Matthew Clark and Gretchen Ehrhart.

CONTACTOFFICIALS

 

Should Pennsylvania join  
other states and do a recount  

of the presidential election results?

Responses are taken 
from Facebook and are 
not edited for spelling 

or grammar.

JOIN THE CONVERSATION!
/ Press And Journal

Dave Drake: I’m just sick of still 
hearing about the whole dang thing. 
IT’S OVER! GET OVER IT FOR 
CHRIST SAKE! 
Leah Bell: Only if officials have 

proof of or strongly suspect a 
problem. Otherwise a big waste 
of money.
Mark Harkins: The request 

should come from the 2nd place 
finisher, not someone who got 1% 
or 2% of the total vote.
Randy Thomas: As in any elec-

tion if their is reasonable doubt, 
then yes.

Scott Wert: No that is just a stupid 
idea grow up democrats and deal 
with it
Anne Hurst: Can’t hurt
William Gipe: Yes, Hillary won 

the popular vote nationwide by 
big margin.
Cheryl Gonzalez: no
Donald Bingaman: No
Michelle Candella Rife: No
Lynda Siders Doyle Bosnyak: 

Yes.
Shannon Hopple-Rico: Yes
Kristi Miller: No
Sylvia Garcia: Yes

Dave Drake: Being able to come 
home to my wife and family fol-
lowing a near horrific crash with 
another big rig who didn't feel the 
need to YIELD to my right of way 

at the I 81 and I 70 exchange near 
Hagerstown Maryland.
Linda Rodkey Snater: Grandkids
John Flory: The 1st of the month, 

Pay Day.

 What’s the best thing  
that happened to you this week?

U.S. Senate
Sen. Pat Toomey, 248 Russell Senate Office 

Building, Washington, D.C. 20510, 202-224-
4254. www.toomey.senate.gov.
Sen. Bob Casey, 393 Russell Senate Office 

Building, Washington, D.C. 20510, 202- 224-
6324. www.casey.senate.gov.

U.S. House
Rep. Lou Barletta, 115 Cannon HOB, 

Washington, D.C. 20515. 202-225-6511 or 
855-241-5144. barletta.house.gov.
Rep. Charlie Dent, 2211 Rayburn House 

Office Building, Washington, D.C. 20515, 
202-225-6411. dent.house.gov.

You can help the president–elect improve the 
life of middle- and low-income Americans of 
all ages, in my opinion, by contacting U.S. 
Reps. Lou Barletta and Charlie Dent and U.S. 
Sens. Pat Toomey and Bob Casey (email/
addresses conveniently located on the View-
points  page of the Press And Journal) asking 
the following: to legislatively strengthen 
Social Security, Medicare and the American 
infrastructure.
A person earning $300,000 a year contrib-

utes the same amount to Social Security as a 
person earning $118,500 a year. 
Ask to ensure all persons are consistently 

and fairly contributing to Social Security 
each year.
Medicare has four parts. Three of the four 

(B, C and D) are just fine. However, Part A, 
which covers hospital visits, hospice care 
and nursing facilities, needs some tweaking 
because only 79 percent of the Part A expenses 
would be covered in 2040.  Part A is financed 
mainly through payroll contributions of 1.45 
percent on earnings paid both by workers and 
employers, a tiny increase now will maintain 
the financial ability of Part A to deliver in 2040. 
A permanent funding stream for American 

infrastructure improvements can be put in 
place with revenue that taxes corporate over-
seas profits. It is known as “repatriation,” and 
would require U.S. companies to bring back 
earnings to the United States at a 14 percent 
tax rate, generating an estimated $238 billion 
to pay for infrastructure improvements. 
In my view, simple small steps will help 

middle and low income Americans of all ages. 
Social Security is the baseline, safety net 

income that each American relies on and is 
expected to be there at retirement and every-
one should pay their fair share now.
Medicare has an administrative overhead 

of 3 percent compared to the 2,300 U.S. 
health insurance companies with a 10 to 15 
percent range.  
Our American infrastructure needs an in-

fusion of permanent funds that is leaving 
America. 
Please consider writing to your federal legis-

lators to ask them to review and validate these 
numbers and give you a reason why they can’t 
support three simple improvements for all.                                                    

Don Hossler
Middletown

Three things to help U.S.: Social  
Security, Medicare, infrastructure

READERVIEW
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Early Families Of The Lykens Valley, Con’t
 Abraham Jury - (many other spellings such as Shora, Joray, Schorah) an 

earlier settler on the Wiconisco. Abraham Jury was born March 19, 1718, at 
Belprahon, Switzerland, son of Isaac Jury, born 1687, married Margureite 
Belat, born 1691, a daughter of Abraham Belat, French Huguenot descent. 
Abraham Jury married on August 6, 1743 to Catherine Guerne, daughter 
of John Guerne of Eschert. The Jury family lived in Bern, Switzerland 
until 1754 when they came to America. According to David’s Reformed 
Church Records in Killinger, he and his family had settled in Upper Pax-
ton Township by 1774. He was a farmer and took up a large tract of land.                                                                                                                                            
  In the Revolution, Abraham’s rank was Private, Fourth Battalion of Lancaster 
County 2nd class under Capt. Martin Weaver’s Co.
 This particular company was made of volunteers from Upper Paxton, Dauphin 

County. Col. Rodgers Reg’t, Capt. John Murray, and Col. Samuel’s Rifle Batt., 
during the campaign in the Jerseys, and subsequently on the frontiers, as did 
also his eldest son, Samuel. He died in August, 1785, leaving a wife, Catharine, 
and the following children: (1) Maria, born June 7, 1744, married 1st George 
Etzweiler who was killed by the Indians in 1780 in Buffalo Valley, married 
2nd Michael Schadle; (2) Isaac, born December 24, 1745, in Switzerland; (3) 
Magdalena, born December 18, 1747, married John Peter Williard; (4) Anna 
Marguerite, born November 2, 1749, married Andrew Spangle; (5) Samuel, 
born August 18, 1751-November 7, 1816), married Hannah, lived in Upper 
Paxton, served with Capt. Albright Deibler during the Revolution; (6) Abraham, 
born September 16, 1753, died November 1805, married Elizabeth (maiden 
name unknown); (7) Catherine, born  about 1755, married, was 2nd wife of 
John Sheasly, son of immigrant John and Sara (Seal) Sheasly; (8) Susanna, 
born about 1758, married Valentine Welker; (9) Salome, born May 1761 in 
Pennsylvania, died January 29, 1832, 2nd wife of Adam King, Jr. After Adam 
King died, Salome remarried to Mr. Mayer.

The Williard Family
 John Peter Williard was a native of Switzerland, born February 2, 1745. He 

came to America as a soldier in the British service, but shortly after landing, 
he deserted. He then volunteered in the cause of the Colonies, and was with 
other deserter stationed on the Indian frontier or as guard of prisoners of war. 
At the close of the Revolution he took up a tract of land in Lykens Township 
called “Amsterdam,” where he settled, began farming. He married Magdalena 
Jury, October 6, 1745-October 21, 1822, daughter of Abraham and Catherine 
(Guerne) Jury. He died August 15, 1821. Both are buried in Hoffman Cemetery. 
Their children: (1) John Peter Jr., born December 1, 1772, died 1812, married 
Catharine Anna Maria Hoffman, born December 7, 1778-March 5, 1847, a 
daughter of Andreas M. and Margaret Hoffman. (2) Abraham, (no dates) mar-
ried Maria--?; (3) John Phillip, born April 7, 1775-died a young man), married 
Anna Hoffman and had heirs; (4) Samuel, born May 6, 1779-June 9, 1853, died 
of consumption according to death record in Dauphin County Courthouse. He 
is buried in the Hoffman Cemetery. Married twice, first to Eva. Their children: 
(1) John Aaron, born July 2, 1804-died September 29, 1880, married Marry 
Ossman; (2) Samuel, born about 1805; (3) Daniel, born January 1809-died 
1885/6, married January 22, 1843 to Elizabeth Long.
Samuel married for the second time to Catherine E. Sierer, born April 12, 1798-

died August 22, 1877, a daughter of John Nicholas and Mary Barbara (Schung) 
Sierer. Samuel and Catherine lived in Lykens Township on a farm, and had the 
following children: Jacob D., born June 29, 1812-died July 1, 1889, married 
Sarah Deibler, born March 9, 1819-August 22, 1854, daughter of Mathias and 
Catherine (Matter) Diebler; John George, born June 8, 1819-died September 
17, 1885, married Lovina H. Deibler; Luzette, married Samuel Seitz; William, 
born 1824-died August 1864, died during the Civil War in Altanta, Georgia. 
He married Sibylla Carl. Susanna, born November 18, 1781, married George 
Schedel. They had three children: Jacob, born 1802; Magdalena, born 1805; 
Samuel, born 1811; Anna Maria, married John Philip Umholtz. Children: (1) 
Mathias (no dates), moved to Starke County, Ohio, married and had seven 
children; (2) Susanna, married Daniel Laudenslager; (3) Elizabeth, married 
John Peter Hoffman Jr.; (4) Anna Margaret, married Joseph Hetrick; (5) John, 
married Magdalena Schoffstall.

Gratz Historical Society
Lykens Township History Volume Two Is Near Completion    

 The second volume of the Lykens Township History is researched and 
assembled. There are several areas of the book that need updating, but that 
process should be completed and ready for publication in the very near future.
 This volume two covers the north side of Lykens Township from Route 25 to 

Luxemburg Road and the small village of Spain. Then it follows Luxemburg 
Road east to Erdman, and covers the area surrounding the town of Gratz, also 
the territory east of Gratz to the border of Schuylkill County. The same type 
of information is included in this volume as was covered in volume one.
Volume two has more history, and therefore more pages. The cost of that 

volume two has not been set. Information will be available in January 2017.
Programs Scheduled For 2017

January 27: Simeon Lutheran Church, Video Program at Gratz Community 
Center    
February 23: Show and Tell   
March 23: Cornwall Iron Furnace, by Shorty Umburger
April 27: Crooner’s of the 1940s, by Vincent Lamanza  
May 25: Steve Troutman, Program to be announced
June-22: One Room School, Town of Erdman Location (6 p.m.)    
    

Genealogy Tip Of The Week     
 When you are going to interview a relative don’t rush into your next inter-

view question.
 Instead, wait a few moments to make sure your relative has time to finish 

his thought.                                                            

    

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown

Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor

Sunday Worship - 8:15 am & 11 am 
Sunday Church School  - 9:45 am - for all ages

Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am

We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   

Parish Office 944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor

Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm

Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown

944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF

Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street • 944-5835

Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

New Beginnings Church
at the Riverside Chapel

630 South Union St., Middletown • 388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am

Pastor BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"

890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of 441 & Ebenezer Road)

Phone 939-0766 
Sunday Worship:

Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am

Christian Child Care - 985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor

www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown

717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 

Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 944-4322

Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown

PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
PASTOR JAMES LYLES, 10xBetter

Phone 944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

Ebenezer African Methodist Episcopal Church
329 Market Street, Middletown

Pastor C. VICTORIA BROWN, M.Div. • 215-280-0798
Church School - 10 am •Worship Service - 11 am

 Calvary Church has been a part of 
the Middletown Borough community 
since 1936. It has been our privilege to 
proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ 
all these years and to do so knowing 
the good news has never changed in 
over 2000 years. We firmly hold to the 
Apostles Creed and the Westminster 
Confession of Faith and its Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms as clearly teaching 
what Scripture teaches. If we believe 
the Gospel of Christ, then by trusting 
in his death and resurrection for sin-
ners we can and will be forgiven and 
saved from God’s wrath. 

Please join us each Sunday to hear 
the Gospel.
 Our services are at 10:15 a.m. and 

6 p.m. We are located at the corner 
of Spruce and Emaus streets here in 
Middletown. We have a fellowship 
meal following the 10:15 a.m. morning 
service on the first Sunday of every 
month, free to all who come. We 
also have Sunday school classes for 
all ages at 9 a.m., and a Bible Study 
each Wednesday at 7 p.m. We are now 
studying the Gospel of Luke. 
 Feel free to contact us with questions 

at 944-5835.

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Middletown

 The Presbyterian Congregation is lo-
cated at the corner of Union and Water 
streets in downtown Middletown. We 
are a body of Christian people who 
reach out to others by sharing God’s 
Word, love, and fellowship. Warm 
greetings to one and all as we seek to 
grow closer to our Lord Jesus Christ.
 Wed., Dec. 7: 6:15 p.m., Presbyterian 

Bells of Praise rehearsal; 7:15 p.m., 
Chancel Choir rehearsal.
 Thurs., Dec. 8: 6:30 p.m., Steward-

ship and Finance Committee meeting.
 Sat., Dec.  10: 1 to 8 p.m., Middletown 

Historic Home Tour.
 Church School for all ages on Dec. 

11 from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. We encour-
age parents to bring the children and 
teens to class and adults are welcome 
to the Adult Forum. The Adult Forum 
will hear from Brian Yeich as he leads 
a series by author and pastor Matt 
Rawle, “The Redemption of Scrooge.” 
We will think critically about wants 
and needs and how we could more 
faithfully use the resources God has 
entrusted to us; consider the signifi-
cance of God revealing the good news 
of Jesus’ birth first to shepherds; and 

be aware and thankful of the ways in 
which God is blessing us.
 Please join us for worship at 10:30 

a.m. on Sun., Dec. 11. Our sanctuary 
is handicapped accessible, and there 
are also hearing devices for anyone 
wanting to use one. Nursery is avail-
able during the service, as well as 
Bible Listening bags for children to 
utilize during the service. Do join us.
 Mon., Dec. 12: 7 p.m., Session.
 Our electronic newsletter can be 

accessed anytime: (1) Search for the 
website by typing in pcmdt.org or Pres-
byterian Congregation of Middletown; 
(2) The “home page” opens with a 
photo of our church bell tower; (3) Go 
to the upper right hand corner of the 
website and click on “resources”; (4) 
The new page opens with options: click 
on “newsletter.” (These are PDF files, 
should open with Adobe Acrobat).
 The Parish Nurse is available by call-

ing the church office at 717-944-4322. 
 For further information, see our 

Website www.pcmdt.org, visit our 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/
Presbyterian Congregation, or call 
the office.

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Middletown

Evangelical Church meets on the 
corner of Spruce and Water streets at 
157 E. Water St., Middletown, south 
of Main St., behind the Turkey Hill 
convenience store. 
  Welcome all! May God’s light shine 

upon us as we gather to worship. May 
the brilliance of His light and His 
wisdom fill us. May it be as a lamp to 
our feet and a light to our path. 
 The ministries scheduled at Evan-

gelical United Methodist Church for 
December 7-13 are always open to 
everyone seeking a deeper experience 
with Jesus.
 This week’s schedule of activities 

is as follows:
 Wed., Dec. 7: 6 p.m., Alcoholics 

Anonymous Group Book Study; 6:30 
p.m., Senior Choir rehearsal.

 Thurs., Dec. 8: 6 p.m., Girl Scout 
meeting.
 Sun., Dec. 11: 9 a.m., Sunday Church 

school with classes for all ages. Adult 
Sunday school devotional leader for 
December: June Martin; 10:15 a.m., 
Worship service. The worship center 
is handicap and wheelchair acces-
sible. Greeters: Donna Burkholder, 
Lori Keller, Mary Woods. Liturgist: 
Shirley Kupp. Nursery helpers: 
Gloria Clouser, Vickie Hubbard. The 
altar flowers are given in memory of 
brother Jamie Lindsey; grandparents 
Loretta and Robert Lindsey and Wal-
ter and Helen Gruber; and Aunt Edie 
Lindsey, by Jodie and Brian Dobslaw 
and family.
 Tues., Dec. 13: 2 p.m., Prayer Shawl 

Ministry; 6 p.m., God’s Kitchen at 
Geyers.

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Middletown

New Beginnings Church of Middle-
town is an independent body of believ-
ers offering God’s invitation for a new 
beginning to all who seek it. We exist 
to meet the spiritual, emotional and 
physical needs of all people through 
faith in Jesus Christ. We are a Safe 
Sanctuary congregation. Our church 
steeple bell tolls four times at the be-
ginning of worship, one for the Father, 
the Son, the Holy Spirit and you.
 New Beginnings Church invites 

you to worship with us each Sunday 
at 10:30 a.m. Nursery and children’s 
church is provided. Our congrega-
tion meets at Riverside Chapel, 630 
S. Union St., next to the Rescue Fire 
Company. Sunday School for all ages 
is at 9 a.m. We are handicap accessible 
via ramp at back door. Youth Fellow-
ship is from 5 to 7 p.m. For additional 
church information call 944-9595. For 
security purposes our back and side 
doors will be locked every Sunday 
morning at 10:30 a.m. at the start of 
worship. The only door for entry after 
that will be the front door.
 Wednesdays: Craft Group, 1 p.m.; 

Choir rehearsals, 6:30 p.m.; Praise 
Band rehearsals, 7:45 p.m.   
 Sociable Seniors group meets the 

1st and 3rd Monday of every month 
from 1 to 3 p.m.; Intercessory Prayer 
Group meets Thursdays at 6 p.m.; 
Blanket making is the 2nd Thursday 
of every month at 9 a.m. We clean 
the Middletown Food Bank the 3rd 
Saturday every other month. Everyone 

is welcome to participate in these im-
portant areas of our church life.
 Pastor Britt writes a daily devotional 

on Facebook page, “One Way, One 
Truth, One Life.” We invite all to 
read it.
 Nursery: Dana Rhine, Evette Gra-

ham. December Children’s Church 
leaders: Michelle, Katie and Jennifer 
Strohecker. December ushers: Evette 
Graham, Paul Thompson, Charles 
Schiefer, Rick Pennington. Greeter 
for December: Patricia Thompson. 
 Men’s Group meets every Thursday 

morning at 6 a.m. for prayer. Com-
munity men invited.
 Wooden pickets for our prayer gar-

den, inscribed for the fence, are being 
sold for a cost in memory of, honor 
of, or family name. Contact Michelle 
Strohecker at 717-982-5068. Our 8 
ft. cross, made out of nails, is in the 
prayer garden in the back of the yard 
and is illuminated every night. Drive 
by and see it.
 Our Sunday worship service is 

broadcast on the MAHS radio sta-
tion, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. every 
Sunday afternoon. Listen on the radio 
or the Internet at www.pennlive.com/
wmss/audio. Check us out on our 
website at www.newbeginningsch-
urchmiddletownpa.com.
 Pastor Britt’s parting words each 

Sunday: “Nothing in this world is 
more important than the love of Jesus 
Christ!” We invite you to come and 
experience this love.

New Beginnings Church
Middletown

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church is located at Spring and Union 
streets, (121 N. Spring St.), Middle-
town. We are a Reconciling In Christ 
Church.
 Please join us for worship. Our wor-

ship times are: Wednesday morning 
at 10 a.m., Saturday evening, 5 p.m., 
and Sunday morning worship is at 
8:15 a.m. and 11 a.m. Sunday Church 
School for all ages begins weekly at 
9:45 a.m. Our Sunday worship service 
is broadcast at 11a.m. on WMSS 
91.1FM. Our Saturday service is a 
casual traditional service. This service 
usually is 45 minutes in length. Please 
enter the church through the parking 

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Middletown

944-1000
• • • HOURS • • •

Monday 1-8; Tuesday 12-8 
Wednesday Closed ; Thursday 10-8 

Friday 9-8; Saturday 8-12

124 W. Main Street, Middletown

Sharp Cuts

10% Senior 
Citizen 

Discount 
Everyday!

lot door. 
Church and Community Events:
 Wed., Dec. 7: 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., Event 

in Luther Hall; 10 a.m., Holy Com-
munion, Chapel; 6:30 p.m., Mid-week 
Advent Service; 7:15 p.m., Chancel 
Choir.
 Thurs., Dec. 8: Newsletter Deadline.
 Sat., Dec. 10: 9 a.m. to noon, deco-

rating nave; 1 to 8 p.m., Kierch Open 
during Holiday House Tour; 5 p.m., 
Holy Communion.
 Sun., Dec. 11: 3rd Sunday of Ad-

vent. Advent Choral; 8:15 a.m., Holy 
Communion (T); 9:45 a.m., Sunday 
School/Confirmation Class; 11 a.m., 
Holy Communion (C).
 Mon., Dec. 12: No Community Din-

ner at St. Peter’s. 
 Tues., Dec. 13: 6:30 p.m., Congrega-

tion Council.
 Food Pantry News: Soups, cereals, 

condiments and toiletries donations 
are needed. Items collected are taken 
to the Middletown Area Interfaith 
Food Pantry located at 201 Wyoming 
St., Royalton. Individuals may also 
take items directly to the food pantry, 
which is open Tuesdays and Fridays, 
from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The Com-
munity Action Commission office is 
open Tuesdays, from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at the same location.
 Visit our website at www.stpe-

tersmiddletown.org.
 Scripture for December 11: Isa 35:1-

10; Luke 1:46b-55; James 5:7-10; 
Matt 11:2-11.

Brownstone Café
  1 N. Union St.
Frey Village
  1020 N. Union St. 
Giant 
   In Store & Gas Island
  MidTown Plaza, 
     450 E. Main St.
Karns
  101 S. Union Street
Kuppy’s Diner
  Brown & Poplar Sts.

For your convenience the Press And Journal 
is delivered to the following locations - 

MIDDLETOWN RESIDENTS

Middletown Pharmacy
& Gift Shop
  MidTown Plaza 
     436 E. Main St.
Press And Journal
  20 S. Union St.
Puff Super Value
  MidTown Plaza 
     428 E. Main St.
Rite Aid 
  360 E. Main St.
Royal Food & Gas
  1100 Fulling Mill Rd.

Royalton Borough 
   Building
  101 Northumberland St.
      Royalton
Rutter’s
  2800 Vine St.
7-Eleven 
  12 E. Main St.
Sharp Shopper
  Linden Centre, Route 230W
Sheetz #574
  1401 W. Harrisburg Pike
Tony’s Beverage
  100 Brown St. 
Top Star Mobil
  2826 E. Harrisburg Pike
Turkey Hill  #34
  158 E. Main St.
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20 S. Union St., Middletown, PA  17057  
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By Dan Miller

Press And Journal Staff

ith a $2.7 million improvement project about to begin, 

downtown Middletown has been getting most of the 

attention. But in case you haven’t noticed, some big 

changes are in the works for the busy Main Street corridor.

A new AutoZone auto parts store is planned for a retail pad 

site at Mid-Town Plaza. Property owner Levin Management 

is scheduled to go before the Middletown Zoning Hearing 

Board on Thursday, May 14 to seek approval to install two 

signs for the business.

To the west, a number of key commercial properties have 

recently changed hands, or are on the market for sale or lease.

Robert Louer, the vice president of Middletown Borough 

Council, and his wife, Helen, bought the property at 115 E. 

Main St. for $175,000 from Burkholder Enterprises, accord-

ing to online deed and property records posted by Dauphin 

County. A barber shop had been in the first-floor storefront, 

but the space has been vacant for some time.

Louer declined comment on future plans for the building 

when asked by the Press and Journal. But borough officials 

posted on Middletown’s Facebook page on April 21 that a new 

hardware store – to be known as Street Store Hardware – is 

“in the process of opening a location on East Main Street,”  

though the post did not give an address. Borough spokesman 

Chris Courogen did not immediately respond to a request 

for comment.

The Press And Journal already has reported on the big plans 

in the works for the former Lamp Post Inn at 101 E. Main St. 

New owners GFD LLC are working to renovate the building 

and reopen a restaurant to be known as The Black Horse Grille.

Meanwhile, the Deals on Wheels used car business at 304 E. 

Main St. closed in early April due to the retirement of busi-

ness owner Frank Markel. The property is now up for lease, 

though property owner Kenneth H. Hess of Middletown could 

not be reached for comment.

For sale signs are up at the site of the former Demp’s Corner 

Pub at East Main and Race streets. The site has been dormant 

since 2013, when the pub was destroyed by fire and subse-

quently demolished.

A new $32 million Amtrak passenger train station still is 

planned for West Main Street at Ann Street. The Pennsylvania 

Department of Transportation would build the new station.

And Middletown’s proposed museum of borough history 

is underway at the former Grosh building at 29 E. Main St. 

near the square. The Middletown Area Historical Society has 

obtained the property, a former dentist’s office, and is working 

to develop it into a museum.

This spring and summer, Main Street is undergoing the same 

type of water and sewer line replacement project that was done 

along the South Union Street downtown business district in 

2014 to lay groundwork for development.

The borough is taking further steps: Council approved hir-

ing a Philadelphia consulting firm to draw up proposed new 

zoning regulations for the downtown and Main Street.

AutoZone Street Store 
Hardware

The Black Horse Grille

Amtrak Passenger 

Train StationMiddletown Area 

Historial Society Museum
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 Quick

NEWS
Middletown cop saves 

woman who collapsed

The quick actions of a Middletown 

police officer helped save the life of  

a borough woman on Saturday,  

April 18. Police said that 

Middletown Sgt. Rick 

Hiester arrived first 

when a call came in 

to assist emergency 

medical responders 

in the 200 block of W. 

Main St.
Hiester found the 

49-year-old woman 

lying face up on the floor and strug-

gling to breathe. He applied the au-

tomated external defibrillator carried 

in his vehicle and used it to check for 

a pulse.
The device showed no pulse. The 

AED advised Hiester to administer a 

shock, followed by cardiopulmonary 

resuscitation. Middletown volunteer 

firefighters arrived and helped Hiester 

give CPR until an ambulance arrived.

The woman was taken to Penn State 

Hershey Medical Center. Her name 

has not been released.

Borough seeks to convert 

bulbs in street lights

Middletown will seek proposals 

from companies that are interested in 

converting the street lights in town to 

more energy-efficient Light-Emitting 

Diode (LED) technology.

Council’s public works committee in 

2014 heard a presentation from one 

company that said it would guarantee 

the borough savings if the street 

lights are converted to LED.

However, the borough is legally 

required to seek proposals from other 

companies, Councilor Ben Kapen-

stein said during council’s meeting 

on Monday, May 4.

Council voted unanimously to 

advertise to seek proposals over the 

next 30 to 45 days.
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By Dan Miller

Press And Journal Staff

If you walk out of a store with $123 worth of items and 

don’t pay, you can expect to be charged with shoplift-

ing. And if you borrow $123 worth of materials from the 

Middletown Public Library and never return them, you can 

expect the long arm of the law to reach out and touch you – 

eventually.

Just like a traffic ticket, an unreturned book, DVD or other 

borrowed library item is going to cost you a lot more by the 

time a library files charges against you at a district judge’s 

office.
The $123.75 “Doctor Sleep” audiobook that a Middletown 

woman borrowed from the Middletown library in August 

ended up costing her a whopping $317.75 – including an 

USE  IT 
OR  LOSE  IT

Got overdue library materials? 

A judge may throw the book at you

By Dan Miller

Press And Journal Staff

Good thing Middletown Area High School 

senior William “Will” Botterbusch has taken 

flying lessons – he’s been accepted into the Air 

Force Academy.

Botterbusch will leave at the end of June to 

begin six weeks of basic training at the academy 

in Colorado Springs, Col.

He will major in mechanical engineering. How-

ever, Botterbusch’s ultimate goal is to be a pilot.

“I’ve always had an interest in serving my coun-

try,” said Botterbusch. His father and grandfather 

both served in the Army as enlisted soldiers. 

Botterbusch grew up watching war movies and 

being inspired by his father’s stories of his time 

in the military.

He first learned of the academy in ninth grade. 

From that point on, he focused on doing whatever 

he had to do to get accepted.

“They were looking for the best of the best and 

I decided that’s what I wanted to be,” he said.

Getting accepted into one of the nation’s military 

academies is a unique and daunting process. You 

must get nominated by a member of Congress 

OFF HE GOES
Middletown senior

is accepted into

Air Force 

William Botterbusch

By Eric Wise

Press And Journal Staff

Thieves recently have gone on shop-

ping sprees using stolen information 

from credit and debit cards owned by 

Lower Swatara Twp. residents, town-

ship police say.

Residents from Lower Swatara found 

unauthorized charges on their account 

statements linked to various cards, said 

Chief Richard Brandt. He said that 

while residents still had possession of 

the cards, someone had skimmed the 

information and used it.

In a recent rash of incidents, the 

cards were used in State College and 

the surrounding area, Brandt said. In 

SKIMMED?
Debit, credit 

card fraud strikes 

unsuspecting
Lower Swatara 

residents

By Dan Miller

Press And Journal Staff

A Middletown man was arrested and charged with try-

ing to rob the Susquehanna Bank in East Donegal Twp., 

Lancaster County on April 13.

According to court documents, the live-in girlfriend of 

Anthony Jay Osborne told police that Osborne was the 

suspect after she saw photos of the robber from the bank 

video surveillance that police released to the media.

Middletown police took Osborne, 29, into custody at 

his residence in the 200 block of Scott Ave. on Friday, 

April 24 by serving him with bench warrants on unrelated 

charges that had been brought by state police and Lancaster 

County authorities.

Susquehanna Regional Police charged in court docu-

ments that Osborne entered the Susquehanna Bank on 

River Road around 2:30 p.m. on April 13 and handed a 

teller a hand-written note that demanded money “so that 

no one will get hurt.’’

Osborne was arraigned before District Judge Scott E. 

Albert of Mount Joy and held in York County Prison. He 

was then transferred to state prison.

A preliminary hearing is scheduled for May 19 before 

Albert.

Dan Miller: 717-944-4628, or danmiller@pressand-

journal.com

Middletown man

charged in
bank robbery

Sgt. Hiester

Girlfriend identified him 

from bank video, police say
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Whether with family, friends or alone, fishing is pure fun. 
A Pennsylvania fishing license is your ticket to a whole year’s 
worth of fun. And, multi-year license options make the fun 
seem never-ending! Treat yourself to the gift of fishing with 
the purchase of a fishing license, or buy a license gift voucher 
for that special angler on your holiday list. Buy fishing licenses 
at more than 900 agents across the state or online at:

GoneFishingPa.com

Give the Gift of Fishing!

Prince Edwin-Spring Creek Lodge recently donated proceeds 
from its regular Election Day Spaghetti Dinner to the Middletown 
Public Library in the amount of $1,300. This is the second year 
of partnering with the library, and to date the lodge has donated 
a total of $4,600. John Grayshaw, library director, left, and John 
Ziats, vice president of the Library Board and president of Friends 
of the Library, right, accept a check from Jeff Shank, Worshipful 
Master of the lodge. The lodge holds the Spaghetti Dinners every 
Election Day from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. The lodge has also started a 
mini-grant program with the Middletown Area School District and 
has received and funded almost $7,000 in requests since 2015. 
The lodge has been in the Middletown Community since 1871 and 
has about 340 members.

Library receives donation
Pennsylvania is one step closer to 

reintroducing industrial hemp to the 
Keystone State as the Department of 
Agriculture on Thursday released the 
application and guidelines to conduct 
pilot research projects that will help to 
determine opportunities for its growth, 
cultivation and marketing.
“Industrial hemp has a rich history in 

Pennsylvania, and we believe there is 
a great deal of opportunity for grow-
ers, processors and other businesses 
that make a range of products from 
automobiles, paper and textiles to a 
range of food and beverage products,” 
Agriculture Secretary Russell C. Red-
ding said in a press release. “The first 

step though, which we are announcing 
today, is to conduct research projects 
to better our understanding of which 
seed varieties are most viable for our 
climate, what are the best soil types, 
and what uses offer the greatest po-
tential for economic development. 
Industrial hemp certainly is not a new 
crop, but we believe it has the potential 
to become a very attractive part of 
Pennsylvania’s future.”
A maximum of 30 projects will be 

selected for the 2017 growing season, 
according to the press release. The 
department will select the successful 
projects based on a complete program 
application and a determination of the 

merit of the proposed research.
The department will issue a research 

permit to an institution of higher 
education or to a person contracted 
to grow industrial hemp for research 
purposes. The department will only 
approve products or uses that would 
use hemp fiber or seed for industrial 
purposes.
Industrial hemp was grown com-

mercially in the United States, and in 
Pennsylvania, until after World War 
II, but became regulated along with 
marijuana and its cultivation was 
prohibited. 
Industrial hemp and marijuana are 

different varieties of the same species 

of plant. Unlike marijuana, industrial 
hemp is grown for fiber and seed, and 
must maintain a concentration of the 
psychoactive chemical tetrahydrocan-
nabinol, or THC, below the 0.3 percent 
legal threshold.
The deadline to apply for a 2017 

PDA Industrial Hemp Research Pilot 
Program is Jan. 6. Applications will 
be reviewed, and those applicants who 
are tentatively approved for research 
projects will be notified by Feb. 17, 
2017.
For more information and to view 

application materials, visit www.agri-
culture.pa.gov/Protect. Click on Plant 
Industry and then Industrial Hemp.

Industrial hemp growing one step closer

Submitted Photo

Eight Lower Dauphin Middle School singers recently performed in the American Choir Director’s Association’s Men’s Honor Choir at Allen 
Middle School. From left, Zach Brooks (tenor, grade eight), Tristan McQuiddy (tenor, grade eight), Brayden Harris (tenor, grade eight), 
Cameron Snelbaker (bass, grade eight), Caiden Covell (tenor, grade eight), Colby Stiffler (high school choral intern), Joshua Given (tenor, 
grade seven), Conor Grubb (tenor, grade seven) and Hayden Milic (tenor, grade seven). The guest conductor was Joe Farrell of Hershey 
High School. They boys were prepared for the performance by Elizabeth Colpo, high school choir director, Matthew Dickinson, middle 
school choir director, and Colby Stiffler, high school choral intern.

The Lifeline program, which is used 
by nearly 500,000 Pennsylvanians, has 
been expanded to include broadband 
internet service for low-income house-
holds, in addition to, or in combina-
tion with, landline or wireless voice 
telephone service.
The Pennsylvania Public Util-

ity Commission’s informational 
brochure, “Stay Connected with the 
Lifeline Telephone Assistance Pro-

gram,” can be obtained by calling the 
PUC at 800-692-7380 or downloading 
the information from the PUC website, 
www.puc.pa.gov. Consumers also are 
encouraged to contact their telephone, 
wireless or internet companies to see 
if they qualify for Lifeline and other 
available programs for limited-income 
telephone customers.
Lifeline provides a monthly $9.25 

per household discount on telephone 

or internet service, from either landline 
or wireless providers. The discount 
appears in the form of a reduction to 
consumers’ monthly bills.
Lifeline services are available to 

consumers who are enrolled in Med-
icaid, Supplemental Security Income, 
Veterans Pension or Survivors Pension 
benefits, Federal Public Housing As-
sistance and Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program. Additionally, 
Lifeline is available to households 

whose income is at or below 135 
percent of the federal poverty guide-
lines (currently $32,805 for a family 
of four).
Additional information about Life-

line and other communications as-
sistance programs, along with contact 
information for various telephone 
companies that participate in the Life-
line program, is available at www.puc.
pa.gov/consumer_info, and clicking 
on Assistance Programs.

Lower Dauphin students sing in men’s honor choir

Internet service discounts available through Lifeline program
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Mr. and Mrs. Harry Hicks

Harry Sr. and Effie Hicks of Middletown will be celebrating their 60th wedding anniversary on  
December 9, 2016. They were married on December 9, 1956 in Harrisburg.
 The couple have five children, 14 grandchildren, and 16 great-grandchildren.

Couple celebrate 60th anniversaryNews in Your 
Neighborhood

LaVonne Ackerman
1438 Old Reliance Road, 717-649-7366 • LaVonneAck@comcast.net

Welcome, December! Can we all 
imagine how much snow we would 
have if the temperatures were colder? 
I guess we are being treated to a some-
what warm start of  this beginning of 
winter month. 
Who wants to complain? The aver-

age high temperature in December for 
our area is 42 degrees and the low is 
28 degrees. 
Since we had frost in November, I 

am guessing you already broke out 
your mittens, scarves and hats! A big 
thank you to Susan Wagner who sent 
me a belly warmer crock pot recipe. 
See below! 
Stay warm and keep the hot cocoa 

handy. Let me know your news to share 
and have a wonderful week. 

Birthdays
Happy birthday greetings are sent to 

Cathy Zupanovic of Lower Swatara 
on Thursday, Dec. 8. If you see her, 
give her a jolly happy birthday shout!
Cynthia Ortiz-Sanchez, Lower 

Swatara, will turn into a brand-new-
teener on Thursday, Dec. 8. May many 
birthday blessings come your way as 
you turn 13, Cynthia! 
CD Farr of the Middletown Home 

marks his 89th razzle-dazzle birthday 
on Thursday, Dec. 8. Congrats!
Happy cake day to another new 

teenager. Gavin Swarthout of 
Middletown marks his 13th birthday 
on Friday, Dec. 9. Enjoy your birthday 
weekend, Gavin! 
Max Zupanovic celebrates his quar-

ter-of-a-century birthday on Saturday, 
Dec. 10. Best wishes for a happy day 
and happy life, Max! 
Aaron Mahalik marks his 24th ice 

cream-and-cake day on Saturday, Dec. 
10. May it be merry and bright, Aaron! 
Welcome to the 20s, Michaila Brady 

of Middletown! Best wishes for a 
beautiful birthday on Saturday, Dec. 
10. May your day be super and white!  
Happy 22nd balloon-flying day to 

Eric Mosher of Lower Swatara on 
Sunday, Dec. 11. I hope your weekend 
is full of fun plans, Eric!
Erik Tomalis of Lower Swatara will 

hear the birthday song on Monday, 
Dec. 12. May your birthday be excel-
lent as you count 36 blessings!
Alex Fach of Lower Swatara cel-

ebrates his 20th confetti-popping 
birthday on Tuesday, Dec. 13. Enjoy 
the festivities of your cake day all 
week, Alex.

Anniversary
Happy 28th wedding anniversary to 

two kids at heart … Gary and Lynne 
Klock of Lower Swatara celebrate 
their romantic holiday on Saturday, 
Dec. 10. I know you will do something 
amazing. Enjoy!

Citizen Quiz
1. What are the duties of the Supreme 

Court?
2. What is the Supreme Law of the 

United States?
3. What is the Bill of Rights?
4. What is the capital of Pennsyl-

vania?
5. Who is the governor of Pennsyl-

vania?
On this day...

Most of us know that 75 years ago 
on this date, Dec. 7, 1941, we were 
attacked by Japan at Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii. I visited the USS Arizona 
Memorial at Pearl Harbor in the sum-
mer of 1981. Of course, after 35 years 
I don’t remember everything about that 
visit. I do remember it being solemn. 
It was interesting to me to learn that 

the USS Enterprise aircraft carrier 
was not in the harbor so was saved 
from being destroyed. My father, a 
Navy pilot, lost his life while on the 
Enterprise in 1963. The Enterprise, 
Lexington and Saratoga were all 
missing. Their absence helped save 
the United States and bring an end to 
World War II.
How many lives were changed that 

day so long ago in 1941? Out of the 
1,177 sailors and Marines killed on 
the Arizona, 1,102 remain aboard. 
The total number of military personnel 
killed: 2,335 (2,008 Navy, 109 Marine, 
218 Army), plus 68 civilians.

Pearl Harbor Facts
1. Twenty-three sets of brothers died 

aboard the USS Arizona. The only 
father-and-son pair were both killed.
2. USS Arizona’s entire band was 

lost in the attack. They were known 
as U.S. Navy Band Unit (NBU)22. All 
21 members were killed as they were 
up on deck preparing to play music 
for the daily flag raising.
3. Fuel continues to leak from USS 

Arizona’s wreckage. They fueled up 
on Dec. 6, nearly 1.5 million gallons 
in preparation for their scheduled trip 
to the mainland. It is estimated up to 
9 quarts of oil spill into the harbor 
each day.
4. Some former crew members have 

chosen USS Arizona as their final 
resting place. More than 30 Arizona 
crewmen who survived the attack have 
their ashes interned beneath one of the 
gun turrets. 
5. The memorial was built at the 

USS Arizona site, thanks in part to 
Elvis Presley. He performed a benefit 
concert at Pearl Harbor’s Block Area 
that raised more than $50,000. The 
monument was officially dedicated on 
May 30, 1962. It attracts more than 1 
million visitors each year. 

Hunter’s Ode 
The second week of deer camp is 

finally here again,
I’m getting kind of tired of only 

seeing men.
Although playing Euchre and telling 

stories is always so much fun,
I’m thinking maybe next year I ought 

to bring my gun.

Christmas Concert 
Enjoy the “Sounds of the Season” 

while helping a great cause. Local 
band Heaven Help Us will perform 
their annual Christmas concert on 
Saturday, Dec. 10 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Highspire United Methodist Church. 
The concert is to benefit the Interfaith 
Shelter for Homeless Families located 

in Harrisburg. For more information 
on their needs please contact Pete at 
717 805-0438.

Quiz answers
1. To interpret laws
2. The Constitution
3. First Ten Amendments
4. Harrisburg
5. Tom Wolf 

Slow Cooker Beef Lasagna recipe
by Susan Wagner, Lower Swatara
1 lb ground beef 
1 onion, chopped
10 3/4 oz tomato soup, canned, 

condensed
14.5 oz can petite diced tomatoes
15 oz tomato sauce
2 chicken bouillon cubes
2 beef bouillon cubes
4 c water
1 1/2 tsp oregano
1 1/2 basil
1 tsp salt
1/4 tsp pepper
8 oz ricotta cheese
8 uncooked lasagna noodles, broken 

into small pieces
12 oz shredded mozzarella cheese
Please all veggies, tomatoes, water 

and spices into the crockpot. Crumble 
raw ground beef on top. Cover and 
cook on low for 7-8 hours. Approxi-
mately 30 minutes prior to serving, 
stir in uncooked noodles and ricotta 
cheese. Serve with shredded moz-
zarella on top!

Quote of the Week
“If you are stressed out all the time, 

something will have to change in 
order for the stress to be relieved. It 
will not just go away as long as you 
keep doing the same thing. If you want 
different results, you have to change 
the ingredients.” 

— Joyce Meyer, author

Question of the Week 
What is your favorite Christmas 

show/movie?
“I like ‘Elf,’ because he is really fun-

ny!” — Stella Ryan, 6, West Hanover.
“The ‘Charlie Brown Christmas’ 

one. It is so old and familiar. I also 
like ‘Elf.’” — Sofia Wilkinson, 8, 
West Hanover.
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer!” 

— Victoria Kelly, 9, Swatara.
“It’s a Wonderful Life.” — Pia Mon-

talvo, Lower Paxton.
“A Very Monkey Christmas with 

Curious George.” — Luca Ryan, 2, 
West Hanover.
“The old, original Rudolf show. 

We used to decorate the tree while 
watching it.” — Beth Arder, Lower 
Swatara.  

Proverb for the Week
Wicked men are overthrown and are 

no more, but the house of the righteous 
stands firm (12:7).

Submitted Photos

Lower Dauphin High School students and staff 
recently collected more than 700 food items on 
behalf of the Hummelstown Food Bank during the 
school’s Student Council organized food drive. 
At right, Hummelstown School Resource Officer 
Eugene Spencer and Student Council adviser 
Douglas Grove load the truck with food items for 
the Hummelstown Food Bank. Above, student 
Olivia Wagner and Spencer load the truck.

Petty Officer Second Class John 
LeBaron, a 2008 graduate of Lower 
Dauphin High School and a 2012 
graduate of Lock Haven University, 
recently took part in New Zealand 
recovery efforts after an earthquake 
there last month.
The Elizabethtown native is a crew 

member on the U.S. Navy guided-
missile destroyer USS Sampson, 
which assisted in earthquake recovery 
efforts in Kaikoura, a town on New 
Zealand’s South Island.
As a yeoman, LeBaron is responsible 

for the Sampson’s administration of-
fice and for the processing and tracking 
of all ship’s correspondence. 
“The best part about my job is I get to 

interact with the entire crew on a daily 
basis. Being able to provide assistance 
to the sailors aboard Sampson and 
know that what I’m doing is making 
a difference for them is a great feeling 
and very humbling,” LeBaron said. 

LD grad helps in earthquake 
recovery effort in New Zealand

Petty Officer Second Class John LeBaron
“We’re a crew of unique individuals 
from all over the country, and we all 
have qualities that make us a strong 
ship.” 
The crew, originally scheduled to 

participate in New Zealand’s Interna-
tional Naval Review, commemorating 
the 75th anniversary of the Royal New 
Zealand Navy, rendered assistance to 
those affected by the 7.8-magnitude 
earthquake that shook the South Island 
on Nov. 14.
“Being able to provide assistance and 

aid to those affected by the earthquake 
and representing the United States in 
New Zealand’s efforts is a true honor 

and very humbling,” LeBaron said. 
“New Zealand is a place I’ve only 
dreamed of going to, and now that 
dream has become reality.” 
Sailors flew ashore in MH-60R 

helicopters to distribute water, aid in 
infrastructural repair, assess damage, 
and pass out informational packets 
that informed residents what services 
were available.
USS Sampson is capable of helicopter 

operations and warfare areas such 
as anti-submarine, surface, air, and 
strike in support of ensuring stability 
and prosperity throughout the Pacific.

Lower Dauphin students lend a helping hand

The Pennsylvania Department of 
State’s Bureau of Charitable Organiza-
tions maintains a publicly accessible 
online database that contains all legally 
established charities in Pennsylvania. 
The bureau encourages consumers to 

be vigilant and watch out for scams 
aimed at taking advantage of their 
goodwill this holiday season.
Verify the legitimacy of any charity 

using this database prior to donating: 
www.charities.pa.gov/EntitySearch.
aspx.  
To learn more about an organization 

prior to donating or to report suspected 
fraud, call the bureau’s toll-free tele-
phone hotline at 800-732-0999. For 
additional information, go to www.
dos.state.pa.us.

’Tis the season 
for scams

DID YOU KNOW? 
64 percent of 
community 

newspaper readers 
read the 

public notice ads.

cut your own or pre-cut trees!
Growers of quality fruits & vegetables in season
Located in Chambers Hill area off Rt. 322
564-3130 • www.stritesorchard.com

NEW HOURS: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6 pm
Sat. 8 am-5 pm; Sun. 11 am-4 pm

CELEBRATING 100+ YEARS OF FAMILY FARMING

UPS Shipping 
available for gift 
boxes & baskets

Christmas 
Trees (6-8 ft.) & 

Wreaths
Also Available: Potatoes, Winter Squash, Lettuce, 

Kale, Collards, Turnips, Apples & Cider
Also From Our Bakery: Pies, Cookies, Breads, 

Apple Dumplings & Seasonal Specialties

Gift Baskets & 
Gift Boxes of 

APPLES


