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Raiders wrap up 
losing season 
on diamond  B1

MAHS track 
at districts  B1

ANTI-BIAS LAW A2

Public notices in this week’s Press & Journal
• MIDDLETOWN: Health Standard 
For Water Compliance. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: Sergeant Testing 
Announcement. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: MASD Invitation 
To Bid. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: MASD Proposed 
Final Budget. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: Betty L. Ramsey 
Estate Notice. A4
• SWATARA TWP: Tzyh S. Wu Es-

tate Notice. A4
• STEELTON: Barbara C. Kostyal 
Estate Notice. A4
• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Charlotte A. 
Washington Estate Notice. A4
• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Daniel E. 
Wolfe Estate Notice. A4
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Write-ins could shape November ballot
By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com
and David Barr
davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

It looks as though Middletown 
Mayor James H. Curry III can be 
on the Democratic ballot in the 
general election in the fall — if  
he wants to be.

In Lower Swatara, two Repub-
licans received enough write-in 
votes from Democrats to appear 
on the November ballot.

And Middletown Borough 

Councilor Ian Reddinger also said 
he is interested in running after 
receiving support on the Tuesday, 
May 16 primary ballot.

In an unusual election year, it’s 
likely write-in candidates will play 
a key in who is elected in the fall.

Curry received 70 write-in votes 
on the Democratic ballot, accord-
ing to Jerry Feaser, director of  
the Dauphin County Office of  
Elections and Voter Registration. 
Curry would need only 10 certi-
fied write-in votes to appear on 
the Democratic ballot in the fall. 

If  Curry does 
decide to run 
the fall elec-
tion will be a 
rematch be-
tween the one 
four years ago 
between Curry, 
who at the time 
was a Demo-
crat, and Republican Robert Giv-
ler.

Givler, a retired Middletown po-
lice officer, defeated fellow retired 
borough police officer Richard 

Hiester on the 
Republican bal-
lot during Tues-
day’s primary, 
235 votes to 183 
votes.

Reddinger, 
a Republican 
who was not 
on the primary 

ballot after he chose not to run — 
received 24 write-in votes on the 
Democratic ballot. 

That could enable Reddinger to 
run for a full four-year term in the 

fall if  he chooses to. Reddinger was 
appointed to council in May 2016. 

“I am interested in running,” 
Reddinger told the Press & Jour-
nal. “I do want to serve Middletown 
and I appreciate their support.”

In the unofficial results for Mid-
dletown Borough Council, Dawn 
Knull was the only person on the 
Democratic ballot for a four-year 
seat. Knull received 229 votes, and 
there were 75 write-in votes cast.

Borough council candidate Jen-
ny Miller also received 17 write-in 
votes on the Democratic ballot for 

a four-year seat. However, Miller 
will already be on the Republican 
ballot in the fall.

Three candidates were on the 
Republican ballot competing for 
three four-year seats. Miller re-
ceived 379 votes, Rachelle Reid 294 
and David Rhen 292. There were 
95 write-in votes.

Voters will elect three council 
members in November for the 
four-year seat. If  Reddinger choses 
to be on the ballot, three would be 

Reflecting on Middletown’s prom

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY JODI OCKER

Ivy Martnishn and Chris Plummer get ready to enter the Middletown prom on Saturday, May 20, at the Red Lion 
Hotel Harrisburg Hershey. For more photos, see page B6 and go to www.pressandjournal.com.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

An eyewitness in the March 24 
shooting at River House Bar & 
Grill in Londonderry Township 
has refused to 
answer ques-
tions under 
oath.

That revela-
tion came to 
light Wednes-
day, May 17, 
as the prelimi-
nary hearing 
was about to 
start in the case against Tanner 
Allen Stark. State Police said Stark 
began shooting after two River 
House bouncers escorted him out 
of  the bar because he was seen 
wearing a handgun in his right 
front pants pocket. 

After Stark started firing, two 

men who were inside the bar went 
out to confront Stark, according to 
police. One was David Seesholtz, 
a patron; and the other was Andy 
Cole, who was tending bar inside 
the River House at the time. 

There are two eyewitnesses to 
what happened, Stark’s defense 
attorney Jerry Russo said im-
mediately after the hearing was 
ended by District Judge David 
Judy. Russo did not identify the 
eyewitnesses, or indicate whether 
he was referring to Seesholtz or 
Cole.

Judy agreed to the request, 
saying that Russo “has raised 
legitimate legal issues.”

The court needs to determine 
“whether or not the invocation 
of  the right to remain silent by an 
eyewitness is legal and proper,” 
Russo said.

Witness in River 
House shooting 
remains silent

Stark

Unidentified person won’t 
answer questions under oath

Please see SHOOTING, page A4

Memorial Day parade 
back to ‘normal’ route 
By David Barr
davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

This year’s Memorial Day pa-
rade in Middletown will return to 
its “normal” route, according to 
Ricky Snyder Jr. of  Middletown 
VFW Post 1620, who is helping to 
organize the events.

The parade will begin at 9 a.m. 
near Emaus and Wood streets 
before following its regular route 
of  traveling on Ann Street and 
Union Street and concluding at 
the Middletown Cemetery.

Last year, the parade route was 
changed due to road work. 

Snyder said for him, planning 
and executing the parade has been 
both hectic and rewarding, and he 
receives gratification from see-
ing the streets lined with people, 
especially those continuing the 
tradition of  attending the parade 

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Early 2018 looks to be the 
soonest that more Middletown-
area residents and businesses 
can buy a banner honoring a 
veteran that could be placed 
somewhere in town.

It also appears likely that 
when more banners become 
available, they will be sold 
not through 
the borough 
but through 
a veterans 
o r g a n i z a -
tion such as 
the Ameri-
can Legion 
or the Veter-
ans of  For-
eign Wars.

However, it’s unlikely that 
Councilor Diana McGlone — 
who played a key role in getting 
the banner program started 
— will be a part of  it moving 
forward. 

During the borough coun-
cil’s most recent meeting, on 
Wednesday, May 17, McGlone 
could not get anyone on council 
to second her motion to imme-
diately reopen the program and 
make more banners available 
for sale through the borough. 

“I am removing myself  from 
this program,” McGlone told 
the council later in the meeting. 

The banners have proven 
to be wildly popular among 
residents, since the banners 
first started appearing on 
green light poles and utility 
poles throughout Middletown 
on May 9.

But the way the program 
was carried out by McGlone 
has become the subject of  con-
siderable controversy among 
members of  borough council. 

Council President Damon 
Suglia and Vice President 
Dawn Knull both made state-
ments at the start of  the May 17 
meeting, defending themselves 
against McGlone’s charge that 
Suglia and Knull are “anti-
veteran” because they have 
refused to reopen the program 
to make more banners avail-
able to people who want to 

Military 
banners 
might be 
revisited in 
early 2018
McGlone says she is 
done with program

McGlone

Please see BANNERS, page A8

Newly painted pool gets ready to open 

STAFF PHOTO BY DAVID BARR

Casey Coble prepares to add a chain to a floating pool toy Monday.

By David Barr
davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

As the weather becomes warmer 
and summer approaches, it is time 
to break out the bathing suits and 
bottles of  sunscreen and hit the 
Middletown Pool. 

The pool is scheduled to open for 
the first time this year on Saturday, 
May 27, and remain open through 
the holiday weekend. It will close 
for the following week, before 
reopening the following weekend, 
June 3-4. It will close once more 
June 5-6 before opening for good 

Please see POOL, page A8

More inside
Memorial Day editorial. PAGE A6.
Memorial Day pages. PAGES A9-A10

Please see MEMORIAL, page A4

Givler Reddinger

Please see BALLOT, page A3
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Borough soon might ban sexual orientation discrimination

Thinking about becoming pregnant?  
Check-out Penn State Medical Group in Middletown!

Penn State Medical Group offers exceptional quality 
close to home. 

And now, with the expansion of family medicine-obstetrics 
care at the Middletown location, the multi-specialty  
resources ensure that you, your family and your new baby 
are in the best of hands, before, during and following 
pregnancy! 

New patients welcome!  
Call today: 717-948-5180.
Penn State Medical Group
3100 Schoolhouse Road
Middletown, PA 17057

For a complete list of providers and services at all  
Penn State Medical Group locations, visit  
hmc.PennStateHealth.org/medical-group.

Introducing the Family and  
Community Medicine-Obstetrics 
team: Madie Hartman, DO,  
and, Middletown native,  
Andrew Lutzkanin, III, MD! 

See their introduction videos: 

•  hmc.PennStateHealth.org/ 
madiehartman

•  hmc.PennStateHealth.org/ 
andrewlutzkanin

MG-11601-17-66433-0417

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown is looking to join 43 
other municipalities in Pennsyl-
vania that have a local ordinance 
banning discrimination against 
people based upon their sexual 
orientation and gender identity.

Borough council could be ready 
to approve advertising such a 
proposal by council’s next meet-
ing June 6, following discussion 
during its agenda-setting session 
Wednesday, May 17. 

An ordinance could be in place 

by July, said Mayor James H. Cur-
ry III, who proposed it along with 
a borough resident who serves on 
the Middletown Human Relations 
Commission.

The ordinance would be mod-
eled upon one passed this month 
in Camp Hill outlawing discrimi-
nation against people based upon 
their sexual orientation and gen-
der identity.

Middletown has an ordinance 
approved in 1979 that prohibits 
discrimination against borough 
residents based upon their age, 
race, color, religion, creed, an-

cestry, national 
origin, marital 
status, and/or 
disability, said 
Mike Wood-
worth, a resi-
dent of  Hoffer 
Street who was 
appointed to 
the borough’s 
Human Relations Commission in 
August 2016.

Woodworth called upon council 
to update the ordinance to prohibit 
discrimination against borough 
residents based upon their sexual 
orientation.

“A number of  scientific stud-
ies in recent years have found 
evidence to support that sexual 
orientation is linked to a person’s 
genetics, making it something as 
uncontrollable as their skin color, 
ancestry, national origin or dis-
abilities that they may have been 
born with,” Woodworth said.

The U.S. Supreme Court legal-
ized same-sex marriage in 2015. 
However “the lapse in our borough 
code could allow for someone 

whose personal ideology conflicts 
with this federal ruling to discrim-
inate against someone because of  
their sexual orientation,” he said.

Curry told council that he asked 
Woodworth to come to the meeting 
and propose the ordinance after 
Curry learned of  Camp Hill’s 
action banning discrimination 
against the LGBTQ (lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, transgendered, and 
queer/questioning) community.

“Pennsylvania does not have 
a statute making it illegal to dis-
criminate against a person based 
upon their sexual orientation or 
gender identity,” Curry said. “The 
(borough) Human Relations Com-
mission prohibits as Mike noted 
discrimination for other reasons, 
but those same protections are 
not afforded to the LGBTQ com-
munity. I am hoping that this 
body would be open to that type 
of  ordinance here.”

The council members present 
all expressed support for moving 
forward with the proposal. Viola-
tions would be brought before the 
Human Relations Commission.

On a related note, council during 
its June 6 meeting could give final 
approval to a proposed change 
that has been advertised to the 
ordinance governing the Human 
Relations Commission that would 
allow for members of  the commis-
sion to be appointed on an at-large 
basis — meaning they could live 
anywhere in the borough, instead 
of  having to come from one of  the 
three wards.

Curry already has appointed 
two members of  the five-member 
commission — Woodworth and 
Rachelle Reid. The third member 
was required by ordinance to come 
from the Third Ward. However, 
no one from the Third Ward re-
sponded when the borough sought 
applicants.

Curry said he hopes that drop-
ping the ward requirement will 
make it easier for the borough to 
attract a third person. 

Once the mayor appoints a third 
member, the three members are 
responsible for appointing the 
fourth and fifth members, Curry 
told council.

Two Lower Dauphin High 
School seniors recently were 
honored as Students of  the 
Month for May.

Anna Mostoller was recog-
nized by the Rotary Club of  
Hummelstown.

Anna, the daughter of  Todd 
and Christine Mostoller, is 
an accom-
plished ath-
lete, student 
and commu-
nity mem-
ber. She is 
a four-year 
m e m b e r 
of  the field 
hockey team 
a n d  a l s o 
played girls 
l a c r o s s e . 
She is a four-
year mem-
ber of  the 
Volunteen 
club and is 
a two-year 
member of  
the National Honor Society, 
National Science Honor Soci-
ety, National English Honor 
Society and Math Honor So-
ciety. She is active with the 
Mini-THON committee and vol-
unteers as a buddy for Special 
Olympics and as a counselor 
with Lower Dauphin’s outdoor 
education program.

In the community, she plays 
club field hockey and coaches 
youth field hockey and at youth 
field hockey camps.

She will attend Lehigh Uni-
versity and continue her field 
hockey career with the goal of  
entering the medical field after 
graduation.

Brittany Halbleib was re-
cently recognized by the Hum-
melstown Women’s Club.

Brittany, the daughter of  
James and Susan Halbleib, is an 
outstanding student and com-
munity member. She is a two-
year member of  Believers in 
the Gospel and the Philosophy 
Club. She is a two-year member 
of  the National Honor Society, 
National Science Honor Society 
and National Spanish Honor 
Society. She played softball for 
two years and is a member of  
the rugby team. Brittany is a 
member of  Students Against 
Destructive Decisions and the 
Volunteen club.

She is very active with her 
church and hopes to become 
a pastor. She volunteers with 
Lower Dauphin Communities 
That Care as a study buddy and 
as a mentor in Club Ophelia.

She will attend Lycoming 
College, where she will major 
in religion and then attend 
seminary.

Mostoller

Halbleib

STUDENTS  
OF THE MONTH

Halbleib, 
Mostoller
get LD
honors

Curry

Guy Whidden Sr. was born near 
Philadelphia in Wyncote. At 17, he 
joined the Army shortly after the 
Pearl Harbor attack.

Originally assigned to the Com-
bat Engineers and the Infantry, he 
volunteered for jump school, and 
served as a machine gunner with 
HQ company, 502nd Parachute 
Infantry Regiment, 101st Airborne 
Division. 

In the early hours of  D-Day, 
June 6, 1944, Whidden jumped 
into Normandy, France, near 
St.-Mere-Eglise. He also jumped 
in September 1944 into Holland 
during Operation Market Garden. 
He was severely wounded in a 
mortar attack near Best, Holland, 
when three of  his best friends 
were killed. 

He will share 
his World War 
II experiences 
at the Central 
Pennsylvania 
WWII Round-
table Meeting 
at 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, June 1, at 
Grace United 
Methodist Church, 433 E. Main 
St., Hummelstown. 

Whidden was still recovering 
in a hospital when the Battle of  
the Bulge occurred. After his re-
covery, he was sent back to Fort 
Benning in Georgia and became a 
jump school instructor. Whidden 
was awarded the Purple Heart, the 
Combat Infantryman’s Badge, the 
Netherlands Orange Lanyard as 

well as the Good Conduct Medal. 
Whidden had a successful 

career as an elementary school 
teacher and wrestling coach, and 
is a frequent speaker at schools 
and civic events. 

Anyone with an interest in 
World War II is invited to attend.

The Central Pennsylvania WWII 
Roundtable is a nonprofit organi-
zation that provides a forum for 
World War II veterans, authors, 
historians and citizens to share 
their knowledge and experiences 
related to the war. The meetings 
are open to the public.

For more information, go to 
www.centralpa2roundtable.org or 
contact Charlie Lloyd at charlie.
centralpaww2rt@gmail.com or 
717.503.2862.

101st Airborne vet who jumped on D-Day to speak

Whidden

New flag, with fire department help

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Middletown Cemetery’s American flag was torn and blew down in a storm 
a few months ago. The Middletown Fire Department helped hang a new flag 
earlier in May, in time for Memorial Day. The flagpole is near the two cannons 
that were spruced up by Tom Menear of the Middletown Sons of American 
Legion, also in time for Monday’s holiday.

TONY’S BEVERAGE
COLD CASES | SODA | ICE | SNACKS | MICRO BREWS | IMPORTS | KEGS

PRICES GOOD THRU 5/30/2017

CIGARETTES AT STATE MINIMUM PRICES  |  INSTANT & ONLINE LOTTERY TICKETS

HOURS: MON.-SAT. 9-9; SUN. 10-5 
40 EAST EMAUS STREET, MIDDLETOWN (717) 944-7102

CALL NOW TO RESERVE YOUR KEG  | *ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO PA SALES TAX

COORS LIGHT & 
COORS BANQUET

MILLER HIGH 
LIFE & LIGHT

KEYSTONE LIGHT

30 PK CANS

$1899*

$2299*
30 PK CANS

MILLER LITE

30 PK CANS

$2299*

$1899*
30 PK CANS

HEINEKEN & AMSTEL LIGHT

LABATT BLUE & BLUE LIGHT
$1599*

$1799*
12 PK CANS

Memorial Day Specials

$2099*

$1499*
LEINENKUGEL’S 
SUMMER SHANDY

MIKE’S HARD VARIETY

12 PK BOTTLES
24-16 OZ. CANS

$2899*
24 PK BOTTLES

24 PK CANS

$2799*

12 PK CANS

$3299*
24 PK CANS

NEW AFFORDABLE 2016 RATES

Pool Parties • Raft Nights • Annual Adult Night • Beach Volleyball Court
Diving Boards • Baby Pool • 2 Water Slides • 4th of July Celebration

Affordable Snacks Available - Come up for Lunch or Dinner and Enjoy!
Call Mark Shipkowski, Pool Manager at 717-944-4235 to schedule a one day free visit/tour

 *Limit one per family/person*

Singles, Couples, Family 
& Social Memberships

28

Call Justin Smith, Pool Manager

2017
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GUIDELINES 
& FEES

CARD OF THANKS, 
IN MEMORIAM AND 

OBITUARIES

Obituaries: 
Notify your funeral director 
that you would like your love 
one’s obituary to appear in 
the Press & Journal.
Fee: 31¢ per word. $5 for 
photo billed through funeral 
home. 

Card of Thanks & 
In Memoriam: 
Contact Press & Journal 
at 717-944-4628 or e-mail 
PamSmith@pressandjournal.
com 
Fee: $10 / 45 words or less, 
paid in advance - Cash, 
Check, Charge

DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON

VOLUME 127 – NO. 21    
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DO-IT-YOURSELF or HAVE IT INSTALLED 
by OUR OWN EXPERT MECHANICS

Home
Depot

Hess Gas5435 Jonestown Rd., Harrisburg
545-6103 • 545-9859

Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Thurs. 9-9; Sat. 9-3
www.gipefl oorandwallcovering.com • PA009846

Carpet • Sheet Vinyl • Ceramic Tile • Vinyl Tile 
Hardwood • Laminates • Floor Care Products

Check In-Store 
Specials

FLOOR & WALL COVERING

Visit Our Complete Showroom

Speedway

Donna Tyson
HARRISBURG

Donna Rose Tyson, 71, of  Harris-
burg, died Tuesday, May 16, 2017.

 She enjoyed traveling and fish-
ing with her husband Jimmy. She 
was a volunteer at Spring Creek 
Nursing and Rehabilitation Cen-
ter, Harrisburg. 

 She was born August 18, 1945 
in Harrisburg to the late Gordon 
and Alma (Ryan) Boyer.

She was the widow of  James 
Tyson. 

 She is survived by her broth-
ers and sisters, Burle L. Schofield 
and Jean E. Leonard, both of  New 
Cumberland, Pauline B. Moyer of  
Camp Hill, and Kenneth Boyer 
of  Harrisburg; and nieces and 
nephews. 

 God said it was time for his angel 
to come home. She was tired and 
will now rest in heavenly peace 
joining her family.  She will be 
missed very much by those who 
knew, loved, and cared for her. God 
said “Take my hand Donna, I’ve 
been waiting for you.”

 Graveside services were held 
at 11 a.m. on Monday, May 22 in 
Union Cemetery, Duncannon.

 In lieu of  flowers, memorial 
contributions are requested to Vi-
sion Resources of  Central PA, 1130 
S. 19th St., Harrisburg, PA 17104.

 For more information or to send 
messages of  condolence, please 
visit www.parthemore.com.

Mary Ann Sugar
MIDDLETOWN

Mary Ann Sugar, 58, of  Middle-
town, died Tuesday, May 16, 2017 
in her home.

 She attended the Adult Daily 
Living Center at Masonic Village 
for over 15 years.

 Mary Ann was the daughter of  
the late John M. Sugar and Vera 
Tudic Sugar. 

 In addition to her mother, she 
is survived by one brother, Pastor 
John S. “Rocky” Sugar and his 
wife Dorian of  Raymore, Mis-
souri; four sisters, Susan Brooks 
of  Lexington, Ky., Kathy Sugar of  
Bainbridge, Judith Sugar at home, 
and Brenda Tadych of  Royalton; 
and 14 nieces and nephews and 12 
great-nieces and nephews.   

 Funeral services were held on 
Saturday, May 20, 2017 at 11 a.m. 
in Wiedeman Funeral Home, 357 
South Second Street, Steelton, 
with Pastor Doug Hill of  Ludwig 
United Methodist Church, Bain-
bridge officiating, assisted by her 
brother Pastor John Sugar.

 Burial was in Resurrection 
Cemetery.

 In lieu of  flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to 
Hospice and Community Care, 685 
Good Drive, Lancaster, PA 17604.

Melvin Judy Sr. 
MIDDLETOWN

 Melvin E. Judy Sr., 95, of  Middle-
town, entered into eternal rest 
suddenly on Wednesday, May 17, 
2017 at his home. 

 He was born on February 25, 
1922 in Harrisburg and was the son 
of  the late George and Katharine 
(Bowman) Judy.

 Melvin was a World War II vet-
eran and was a retired steelworker 
from the former Bethlehem Steel 
Corp. He enjoyed woodworking, 
gardening, puttering around the 
house, but more than anything, 
he enjoyed spending time with 
family and friends. 

 In addition to his parents, Mel-
vin was preceded in death by his 
loving wife Verna (Greiner) Judy, 
a daughter Patsy L. Mitchell, and 
numerous siblings.

 He is survived by his two sons 
Melvin E. Judy Jr. of  Lebanon, 
and Leroy H. Judy and his wife Lu-
cinda of  Middletown; two grand-
children Ashley L. Anderson and 
her husband Erik of  Virginia, 
and Brandon L. Judy of  Virginia; 
three great-grandchildren Landon 
K. Judy, Haley L. Anderson, and 
Parker W. Anderson; two sisters 
Mildred Walker, and Joan Foulk-
rod; and a son-in-law, Dan Mitchell 
and his good friend Nancy Avolese.

 Memorial services and inter-
ment will be at the convenience 
of  the family. 

 The family has entrusted the 
care of  the Matinchek Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services, 
Inc., Middletown, to handle the 
funeral arrangements. 

 In lieu of  flowers, the fam-
ily has requested that memorial 
contributions in Melvin’s name 
be made to Lebanon VA Medical 
Center, ATTN: Voluntary Service 
(10V), 1700 South Lincoln Avenue, 
Lebanon, PA 17042.

 Condolences may be sent online 
at www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com.

Tildon “Toots” Sides
MIDDLETOWN

Tildon “Toots” Filbert Sides, 
91, of  Middletown, passed away 
peacefully on Saturday, May 20, 
2017 at Harrisburg Hospital Pin-
nacle Health.  

 He was born Saturday, March 
6, 1926 in Royalton to the late 
John Tildon and Esther Emma 
Nora (Koller) Sides. He was pre-
deceased by his loving wife Anna 
M. (Houser) Sides in 2008.      

 Toots worked in the mainte-
nance department for the Middle-
town School District. He spent 
summers in his cottage on Hill 
Island. He enjoyed building and 
flying remote control airplanes 
as well as feeding his “critters.” 
Toots was a member of  American 
Legion Post 0594.

 He was predeceased by five 
siblings.

 He is survived by a son Tildon 
J. “Butch” Sides and wife Karen; 
two grandchildren, Tildon J. “T.J.” 
Sides Jr. and wife Raquel; and An-
gela Mimbs and husband S. Bruce; 
five great-grandchildren; and sev-
eral great-great-grandchildren. 

 Services will be private at the 
convenience of  the family. Burial 
will be in Middletown Cemetery.  

 Arrangements have been en-
trusted to Fager-Finkenbinder 
Funeral Home & Crematory, Inc., 
208 N. Union St., Middletown, PA 
17057.  

 In lieu of  flowers memorial 
contributions may be made in 
his honor to the Humane Society 
of  Harrisburg, 7790 Grayson Rd., 
Harrisburg, PA 17111.  

 Condolences and memories 
may be shared at www.finkenbind-
erfamily.com.
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 first!

CALL TO 
SCHEDULE A 

TUNE-UP NOW

ELWOOD’S
SERVICE STATION

Over 50 Years Of Valued Service 
Corner of Main & Catherine Sts.

Middletown • 944-9255
Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6 pm; Sat. 8 am-1 pm; Closed Sun.

LUBE, OIL 
& FILTER

See Us For All Your Automotive Needs
PA STATE 

INSPECTION

Zachary Clarke
MIDDLETOWN

Zachary R. Clarke, 25, of  Middle-
town, entered into eternal rest on 
Sunday, May 21, 2017 at his home.

 He was born July 23, 1991 in 
Harrisburg and was the loving 
son of  Bruce Clarke and Donna 
(Hankey) Clarke.

 Zachary enjoyed golf  and fish-
ing but his greatest love was spend-
ing time with his family.

 He is preceded in death by his 
paternal grandfather, Walter 
Clarke and a maternal uncle, Mark 
Hankey.

 In addition to his mother and 
father Zachary is survived by a 
brother, Richard Clarke and his 
wife Becky of  Middletown; a sister, 
Samantha Clarke of  Middletown; 
maternal grandparents, Ralph 
and Lu Lu Hankey; paternal 
grandmother, Janice Clarke; 
nieces and nephews, Alexis, Aus-
tin and Zoey Clarke; maternal 
aunt, Janine Euker; paternal aunt, 
Valerie Stricker (Greg) and pater-
nal uncle, Mark Clarke (Autsko).

 There will be a tribute to Zach-
ary’s life on Thursday, May 25, 2017 
at 11 a.m. at Matinchek Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services, 
Inc., 260 E. Main St., Middletown, 
with the Rev. Britt Strohecker 
officiating. There will be a visita-
tion from 10 a.m. until the hour 
of  the service on Thursday at the 
funeral home. 

 Interment will be at Grandview 
Memorial Park, Lebanon.

 Condolences may be sent online 
at www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com.

MISS A WEEK.
MISS A LOT.
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elected from Knull, Reddinger, 
Miller, Reid and Rhen.

Ben Kapenstein received 252 
votes on the Democratic ballot 
for a two-year seat. There were 
17 write-in votes cast. On the 
Republican ballot for a two-year 
seat, Rachelle Reid also was run-
ning. She received 320 votes, with 
42 write-in votes cast.

Write-in process
The final count of  the write-

ins began Friday, May 19, and 
officials are aiming for May 31 for 
the first certification. However, 
Feaser said a first certification 
could be completed as soon as 
May 24. That means the second 
and final certification date would 
be May 31. If  the first certifica-
tion date is May 31, then the 
final certification date would 
be June 7.

There is a one-week period 
during which anyone can chal-
lenge the write-in results.

If  no one challenges the write-
in results by the end of  this time 
period, the results are certified 
as official to the county Board 
of  Elections, which consists of  
the three county commissioners.

Feaser added if  officials could 
read the name on the ballot and 
identify who the writer was 
voting for, it would count and 
the amount of  time it takes to 
review all the ballots depends 
on how long it takes to count the 
write-ins.

Feaser’s staff goes through 
each of  the write-ins through-
out every precinct in Dauphin 
County. The staff must make 
its best judgement as to whom a 
voter intended to write-in. 

Any write-ins for people such 
as “Mickey Mouse” can be easily 
disregarded. But if  for example 
someone writes in the name “Jim 
Corey,” the staff must decide 
if  the voter really intended to 
write in the name of  James H. 
Curry III.

The process of  going through 
the write-in votes is open to the 
press and public, however Feaser 
said it is as about as exciting “as 
watching paint dry.”

Will Curry run?
The biggest question in Mid-

dletown remains whether Curry 
wants to run for a second term 
as mayor.

On the night of  the primary, 
with preliminary indicators 
already pointing to Curry get-
ting more than enough write-in 
votes on the Democratic side, the 
mayor said he wouldn’t decide on 
whether to run again until after 
Curry had a chance to discuss the 
matter with his family.

Curry also said he would wait 
until the write-in votes are cer-
tified as official by the county, 
before he would hold that discus-
sion with his family.

“If  that actually is the result 
that is hard to ignore — if  people 
go out of  their way to write you 
in,” Curry said on the night of  
the primary regarding write-in 
votes cast for him. “That’s really 
quite meaningful and it would 
deserve heavy consideration.”

Curry told the Press & Jour-
nal on the night of  the primary 
that he did not run a write-in 
campaign.

Givler over Hiester
On election night, after learn-

ing he had won, Givler told the 
Press & Journal: “I think the race 
was close because both of  us are 
retired from the police force and 
both of  us have the same kind of  
thoughts in mind, we’re both on 
the same tracks. I congratulate 
Rick on his good run and I just 
thank everyone for all the votes 
and the confidence they put in 
me,.”

Givler also received 12 write-in 
votes on the Democratic ballot 
for mayor. Hiester received 11 
write-in votes on the Democratic 
side.

However, Hiester could only 
get on the fall Democratic bal-
lot as a write-in if  he ended up 
with more write-in votes on the 
Democratic side than Curry, 
once the county certifies the 
write-in votes as official.

Barring any possibility of  get-

ting on the Democratic ballot as 
a write-in, the only option left to 
Hiester would be for him to run 
in the fall as an independent. He 
has no plans to do that, Hiester 
told the Press & Journal on 
Monday, May 22.

Hiester also offered his first 
comments on losing in the pri-
mary to Givler.

The race against Givler was 
“not conten-
tious,” Hi-
ester said. 
“When I spoke 
at the Repub-
lican commit-
tee meeting 
I said that 
people could 
have the best 
of  both worlds here. Either Bob 
or I would be a win for the town.”

Hiester said he believes that 
Curry decided to run for re-
election “at the last minute.”

Curry did say that Councilor 
Dawn Knull was passing out 
campaign literature at the polls 
urging residents write-in Curry 
for mayor. He was also at the 
polls, and when people asked 
about writing his name in, he 
told them he had no objection. 

Curry had also posted a video 
on his Facebook page on the 
morning of  the primary, telling 
residents that they were not 
limited to the candidates on the 
ballot but that they could write 
in whomever they chose.

Curry also told residents he 
was supporting Knull and Ben 
Kapenstein in their bids for re-
election, and also urging voters 
write in the names of  Anne 
Einhorn and Reddinger. 

Einhorn and Reddinger had 
each said earlier this year they 
were not planning on running. 
Curry in an earlier  Facebook 
video before the primary had 
said he believed Einhorn and 
Reddinger would run, provided 
they received enough write-in 
votes to get on the fall ballot.

But Einhorn in a written state-
ment posted on her Facebook 
page and running in today’s 
Press & Journal said that she 
would not run again. It also 
appears that Einhorn did not 
receive enough write-in votes to 
get on the fall ballot.

Reddinger said he did not run 
a write-in campaign.

“Jim posted a video and that 
was it,” said Reddinger, who 
added that he wasn’t even in the 
country during the primary. 

Lower Swatara
In Lower Swatara, incumbents 

Ben Hall and Laddie Springer 
received the most votes on the 
Republican ballot for Lower 
Swatara commissioners in the 
May 16 primary election. 

There are two seats up for 
grabs. Springer received 536 
votes and Hall received 509 votes. 

Challengers Ron Paul and 
Chris DeHart received 475 and 
366 votes respectively.

On the Democratic ballot, 
there were 201 write-in votes. 

The Press & Journal received 
the write-in tallies from the 
Democratic side on Monday May 
22. Ron Paul had 62 votes, while 
Chris DeHart had 44. That would 
be enough write-in votes for both 
to be on the ballot as Democrats 
if  they choose.

Upon announcement of  the 
write-in results, DeHart said 
he was waiting for a letter from 
Feaser for confirmation.

“If  people vote me in, I’ll take 
the challenge,” DeHart told the 
Press & Journal on Tuesday, 
May 23.

Paul is a former Lower Swata-
ra Township manager and De-
Hart is a former Lower Swatara 
Fire Chief.

Hall said he was “honored and 
humbled” by all the residents 
who came out to vote for him 
and Springer and promised they 
will continue to work hard for 
the residents.

He said he likes the current 
board, with President Jon Wilt, 
Assistant Secretary Michael 
Davies and Commissioner Todd 
Truntz.

“It’s great for the residents,” 
Hall said of  the possibility. “This 
is a great team that wants to 
move the township forward.”

BALLOT: Mayoral rematch set?
From page A1

Hiester

Four candidates moved on to 
vie for three Dauphin County 
judgeships in the May 16 primary 
election.

Incumbent Judge Lori K. 
Serratelli, District Attorney Ed 
Marsico, defense attorney Royce 
Morris of Swatara Township and 
Salzmann Hughes partner John 

J. McNally III of  Lower Paxton 
Township won nominations.

There are three seats open be-
cause of  the death of  Bernard L. 
Coates Jr. and the retirements of  
Bruce Bratton and Todd Hoover.

Marsico, McNally and Mor-
ris were endorsed the Dauphin 
County Republican Committee.

4 on ballot for county judge
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EASY TO PLACE YOUR AD: online: pressandjournal.com/classifieds    call: 717-944-4628   visit: 20 S. Union St., Middletown

You go everywhere we go:  
 online and print!

easy to do: online pressandjournal.com | email info@pressandjournal.com | call 717-944-4628 | visit 20 S. Union St.

PRINT&WEB 
$10 (yard sales) 
$15 (non-commercial) 
$25 (commercial)

Legal & Public Notices: 
Call or email for pricing 

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.

COMMUNITY

PRINT&WEB
$10 (yard sales) 
$15 (non-commercial) 
$25 (commercial)

Legal & Public Notices 
call or email for pricing 

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.
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 YARD SALES
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 MISCELLANOUS

• YARD SALES
• CLASSIFIEDS
• WEDDINGS
• ENGAGEMENTS
• ANNIVERSARIES
• BUSINESS DIRECTORY ADS
for both print and website!

PRESS
 JOURNAL

AND

.com

It’s quick & easy to place:

EZ TO PLACE!
EZ TO PAY!

ONLY 
$10 FOR BOTH PRINT & DIGITAL 

To place, go to: pressandjournal.com/classified
Deadline: Monday 1 pm

HERE’S WHAT YOU GET FREE:
• FREE map of your yard sale location on our website.
• Post photos of your items on our website for FREE.
•  If your yard sale is rained out, your ad runs again 

the following week for FREE - call 717-944-4628.

YARD 
SALE

Sat., June 3  •  8 a.m.-1 p.m.
Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 S. Geyers Church Rd., Middletown

Rain or shine!

YARD/MOVING SALE
Sat., May 27  •  8 a.m.-2 p.m.

408 Strausburg St., Lower Royalton,
by Middletown Tire & Alignment

Clothes, shoes, plants, books & so much more.

For an interactive map & photos go to:
www.pressandjournal.com/classifieds

K I L L  R O A C H E S 
GUARANTEED! Buy Harris 
Roach Tablets. Odorless, 
Effective, Long Lasting. 
Available: Hardware Stores, The 
Home Depot, homedepot.com

SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00 – MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own bandmill 
– Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship! FREE Info/
DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.
com 1-800-578-1363 Ext.300N

ONE-THREE bedroom apts. 
Storage and garage spaces. 
2,600 sq. ft. commercial/
multi-use. All in downtown 
Middletown. Call 717-497-7064. 
(5/24TF)

FOR RENT - If you have 
something to rent, give us a 
call. We’ll put your ad in the 
Press & Journal. Thursday and 
Friday are the best days to 
call. Deadline for classifieds is 
Monday at 9 a.m. All Classified 
line ads must be paid in advance. 
Call 717-944-4628. (1/1TF) 

HELP WANTED:
KOSTYAK PAINTING & DECK REFINISHING  
is seeking a part-time, entry-level painter for house 

painting, deck staining and pressure washing. 
One-year minimum industry experience and must 
have transportation. Thorough background check, 

professional work environment and  
opportunity for advancement.  

- (717) 343-9918 -

HE
LP

 W
AN

TE
D Now Accepting 

Applications For:

DISHWASHERS
FULL- and PART-TIME

Must Be Available Weekends; Apply In Person

1 N. Union St.
Middletown

EOE

WANTED:WANTED:

PART-TIME PRESS ASSISTANT/
POST PRESS HELPER

FOR COMMERCIAL PRINTERY
DAY & NIGHT SHIFTS,

INVOLVES REPETITIVE WORK; 
MUST BE ABLE TO LIFT 50 LBS., 

DRUG TESTING REQUIRED

Stop in to  ll out application; email 
maxineetter@pressandjournal.com for info.

&PRESS
 JOURNAL

(717) 944-4628 
20 SOUTH UNION STREET, MIDDLETOWN
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ESTATE NOTICE
Letters of Testamentary in the Estate 

of Daniel E. Wolfe of Dauphin County, 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, (died 
March 5, 2017), having been granted to 
the undersigned, all persons indebted 
to said estate are requested to make 
immediate 

payment and those having claims 
to present the same without delay to:

Joanna L. Wolfe
106 Barnwood Place
Harrisburg, PA  17112
Or:
Dorothy A. O’Brian
10 Nissley Drive
Middletown, PA  17057

#158 0510-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

ESTATE NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Letters 

of Administration have been granted 
in the following estate. All persons 
indebted to the said estate are required 
to make payments and those having 
claims or demands are to present the 
same without delay to the Administra-
tors named below.

ESTATE OF CHARLOTTE A. WASH-
INGTON, late of Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania, (died March 21, 2017). 
Vinona Daniels, Administrator, and 
Dominic Montagnese, Attorney: 624 
North Front Street, Wormleysburg, 
PA 17043

#160 0510-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

ESTATE NOTICE
Letters Testamentary in the Estate 

of Barbara C. Kostyal of Steelton 
Borough, Dauphin County, Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania, having been 
granted to the undersigned, all persons 
indebted to said estate are requested 
to make immediate payment and those 
having claims to present the same 
without delay to:

Frank Kostyal
244 Winding Way
Camp Hill, PA  17011
Or to:
Jennifer M. Merx
Skarlatos Zonarich
17 S. 2nd Street
6th Floor
Harrisburg, PA  17101

#161 0517-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

ESTATE NOTICE
LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION 

in the Estate of Tzyh S. Wu, late of 
Swatara Township, Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania, having been granted 
to Ellen Jau-Fann Wu, all persons 
indebted to the said Estate are required 
to make immediate payment and those 
having claims will present them for 
settlement to:

Ellen Jau-Fann Wu
469 Hivner Road
Harrisburg, PA 17111-5645
Or to:
Steve C. Nicholas, Esq.
Nicholas Law Offices, P.C.
2215 Forest Hills Drive, Suite 37
Harrisburg, PA  17112-1099
(717)540-7746

#162 0517-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

ESTATE NOTICE
Letters Testamentary on the Estate 

of Betty L. Ramsey (aka-Betty 
Louise Ramsey), Deceased, late 
of Londonderry Township, Dauphin 
County, Pennsylvania, having been 
granted to the undersigned, all persons 
indebted to said estate are requested 
to make immediate payments, and 
those having claims will present them 
for settlement to:

Pamela L. Miller
131 Oak Hill Drive
Middletown, PA  17057
OR TO:
Robert Freedenberg
Skarlatos Zonarich, LLC
17 South Second St.
Harrisburg, PA  17101

#165 0517-3T 
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
MIDDLETOWN AREA 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

Notice of Proposed Final Budget
NOTICE is given that the proposed 

final budget for the General Fund of the 
Middletown Area School District for the 
2017-2018 fiscal year in its most recent 
form is available for public inspection 
at the school district’s Administra-
tive Offices, 55 West Water Street, 
Middletown, Pennsylvania and will be 
presented for adoption as a final budget 
at a school board meeting to be held 
in the Large Group Instruction Room 
of the Middletown Area High School, 
1155 North Union Street, Middletown, 
Pennsylvania, at 7:00 p.m. on or before 
June 30, 2017 (currently scheduled for 
June 19, 2017). The budget may be 
amended before final adoption.

MIDDLETOWN AREA 
SCHOOL DISTRICT
David A. Franklin, Secretary

#166 0524-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
INVITATION TO BID

Sealed bids to provide and install 
School Visitor Management Systems 
at Lyall J. Fink Elementary School, 
John C. Kunkel Elementary School, 
Robert G. Reid Elementary School, 
Middletown Area Middle School, and 
Middletown Area High School will be 
received until 9:00 a.m., prevailing 
time, on June 9, 2017. All bids to be 
signed, sealed, properly identified by 
envelope, and delivered to Middletown 
Area School District, 55 West Water 
Street, Middletown, PA 17057 to the 
attention of David Franklin. 

A complete set of bidding instructions 
may be obtained from Middletown Area 
School District, 55 W. Water Street, 
Middletown, PA 17057 and via the 
District website www.raiderweb.org. 

Middletown Area School District 
reserves the right to reject any or all 
Bids and waive, at its discretion, any 
irregularities, mistakes, omissions, or 
informalities relative thereto. Further, 
the District reserves the right to award 
any combination of Alternates, or no 
Alternates, at its sole discretion. 

MIDDLETOWN AREA 
SCHOOL DISTRICT

#167 0524-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
SERGEANT TESTING 

ANNOUNCEMENT
The Middletown Police Department 

will hold Written Sergeant Examina-
tions conducted by HACC at the Pic-
cola Law Enforcement Office, HACC 
Campus, on Thursday, June 22, 2017 
at 9:00 a.m.

Requirements:
• Been continuously employed in the 

Middletown Police service for at least 
two (2) years on the date of application.

• Satisfactorily completed basic train-
ing program for police officers, and  
graduated from a recognized police 
school or an equivalent combination 
of  training and experience.

• Demonstrated an ability to carry out 
orders from superiors.

• Demonstrated a working knowledge 
of police science and administration.

• Demonstrated an ability to deliver 
and supervise the work of subordi-
nates.

• Receipt of a grade of “satisfactory” 
or better on the latest service rating.

• Compliance with all relevant state 
and federal certification requirements.

Please submit letter of interest to 
Chief George Mouchette by Thursday, 
June 15, 2017.

#168 0524-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Getty 

Realty Corporation has submitted 
a Final Report to the Pennsylvania 
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion, South Central Regional Office, 
to demonstrate attainment of the 
statewide health standard for water and 
the site-specific standard via pathway 
elimination for soil for a site located 
at 930 South Eisenhower Boulevard, 
Middletown, Dauphin County. Getty 
Realty Corporation, has indicated 
that the remediation measures taken 
have attained compliance with the 
statewide health standard for water 
and the site-specific standard via 
pathway elimination for soil cleanup 
standard established under the Land 
Recycling and Environmental Reme-
diation Standards Act.

This notice is made under the provi-
sion of the Land Recycling and Envi-
ronmental Remediation Standards Act, 
the Act of May 19, 1995, P.L. #4, No. 2.

#169 0524-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

WANTED:
experienced, part-time 

bartender
hours may vary from week-to-week. 

submit resume and references to:
 middletown anglers' & hunters'

1350 schoolhouse road
middletown, pa 17057 Jump behind the wheel 

and get your wheels going somewhere

Don’t sit back and spin your wheels aimlessly. Drive  
your truck, your career and your life forward with purpose  

as a respected member of the Schneider team. 

GET OUTTA THE
HAMSTER WHEEL

Get traction in your career  
schneiderjobs.com      800-44-PRIDE

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured
for Your

Protection 
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating

Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

Located in 
Bridgeville PA

Serving your state!

Serving our 
Customers for 

  35 Years

 
Pole Building specialists

The

24’ x 24’ x 10’
2 - 9’ x 7’ Garage Doors
1 - 3’ Service Door

30’ x 40’ x 10’
1 - 10’ x 10’ Sliding Door

1 - 3’ Service Door

www.FettervilleSales.com(412) 914-8928

$7,995
$10,995

PA Lisc. #129608

 RENTALS

Reel in the Memories!
A Pennsylvania fishing license is 
your ticket to a whole year’s worth 
of fun. And, this year, in addition to 
3-year and 5-year licenses, you can 
lock-in both convenience and savings 
for a longer period of time with the 
NEW 10-year fishing license. Purchase 
fishing licenses at more than 900 
agents across the state or online at:

GoneFishingPa.com

 MISCELLANOUS
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He added that Stark “was shot seven 
times” during the incident.

“I want to know how and why he 
was shot. It has a bearing on these 
proceedings,” Russo said.

A new hearing date has been set for 
8:30 a.m. Thursday, June 22 in Judy’s 
courtroom.

Police say that Stark received 
multiple gunshot wounds but police 
reports do not say who shot Stark.

Cole was shot in the chest. Seesholtz 
received a leg injury that did not come 
from a gunshot. 

Dauphin County Chief  Deputy 
District Attorney Mike Sprow did 
not oppose rescheduling the hearing, 
which is principally to determine 
whether charges against Stark should 
be forwarded to Dauphin County 
Court, and if  so what charges.

“We were prepared to proceed. We 
will be the next time,” Sprow said 
afterward.

Stark, 21, of  Mount Joy, was brought 
to the hearing from Dauphin County 
Prison. Stark has been in the prison 
since being released from the hospi-
tal. He is being held on $750,000 bail.

State Police shortly after the shoot-
ing charged Stark with four felony 
counts of  criminal attempt-criminal 

homicide, five felony counts of  ag-
gravated assault, three felony counts 
of  discharging a firearm into an oc-
cupied structure, one misdemeanor 
count of  possession of  a weapon, 
six misdemeanor counts of  simple 
assault, and 82 misdemeanor counts 
of  recklessly endangering another 
person — one for each of  the 82 people 
whom police say were inside the River 
House when Stark started shooting 
shortly after 1:30 a.m. Friday, March 
24, according to court documents filed 
by State Police.

Stark also faces summary charges 
of  harassment, disorderly conduct 
and public drunkenness.

One round fired by Stark hit the leg 
of  a 21-year-old man who was outside 
on the front deck, police said. Stark 
also fired at the bouncers, and three 
rounds that Stark fired from outside 
were directed toward the bar and hit 
the bar, police said. 

Police recovered three handguns 
from the scene. 

Stark is the only person who has 
been charged regarding the shooting. 

Russo declined to say if  he believes 
that anyone else should be charged.

“I want to know what the eyewit-
nesses say happened,” Russo said. 
“It’s not my decision on whether 
someone else should be charged.”

SHOOTING: Stark was shot 7 times
From page A1

by bringing their young children and 
teaching them what Monday means.

“It’s great for the town,” Snyder 
said. “I’m glad we could do it.”

For the parade, the master of  
ceremonies will be Dominic DiFran-
cesco, a former national and state 
American Legion commander. Pa-
rade participants include Middletown 
VFW, Middletown American Legion, 
the Sons of  Union Veterans, Interna-
tional Order of  Odd Fellows, and the 
Middletown Area High School band.

A special ceremony will take place 
at the cemetery at 10 a.m. once the 
parade has concluded. This year, the 
keynote speaker will be Joe Staudt, a 
retired Marine Corps sergeant-major. 
The grand marshal will be Gary 
Crawford, a retired member of  the 
U.S. Air Force.

Staudt served in the Marines for 
32 years from 1977 to 2010. Honors 
include the Defense Superior Service 
Medal, Bronze Star Medal, Meritori-
ous Service Medal with Gold Star, 
Joint Service Commendation Medal, 
Navy/Marine Corps Commendation 
Medal, and Navy/Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal.

He was selected after a friend of  
Snyder’s heard Staudt speak and 
recommended him to Snyder. Staudt 
will be giving two other speeches 
Monday, one in Harrisburg and the 
other in Linglestown.

Crawford entered the Air Force 
in 1954, serving four years and then 
three years in the Air Force Reserve. 
He also spent 30 years in the Penn-
sylvania Air National Guard, 193rd 
Special Operations Wing, for a total 
of  37 years in the Air Force. 

Awards and medals presented 
to Crawford include the Air Force 
Commendation Medal, Pennsylvania 
Commendation Medal, Armed Forces 
Expeditionary Medal, Southeast Asia 
Service Medal with one star, Overseas 
Tour Ribbon, Air Force Outstanding 
Unit with Valor and four oak leaf  clus-
ters, Republic of  Vietnam Gallantry 
Cross with Devise, along with 10 other 
service ribbons. He was selected for 
the grand marshal role as he is a 
Middletown resident.

The invocation will be given by a 
member of  New Beginnings Church 
while Middletown Area Middle 
School student Kayla Kauffman will 
perform the annual recitation of  the 
Gettysburg Address.

MEMORIAL: Two speakers lined up
From page A1

The Dauphin County commis-
sioners and the county’s Drug and 
Alcohol Services Department will 
hold a public forum in Middletown to 
share information about the heroin 
and prescription opioid epidemic as 
well as prevention and treatment.

 The town hall meeting will be held 
at 6 p.m. Tuesday, May 30, in the caf-
eteria of  the Middletown Area High 
School, 1155 N. Union St.. Doors will 
open at 5:30 p.m. No registration is 

required for these free events.     
Overdose deaths in Dauphin Coun-

ty rose 23 percent last year. 
 The agenda will include addiction 

and recovery experts, perspectives 
from individuals and families im-
pacted by the disease of  addiction, 
law enforcement and coroner's of-
fice personnel, information on how 
to access treatment, prevention and 
recovery support services as well as 
naloxone access and training.

Opioid town hall Tuesday at MAHS



A5    THE PRESS & JOURNAL   Wednesday, May 24, 2017 www.pressandjournal.com    |    info@pressandjournal.com

NEWS IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD   |   LAVONNE ACKERMAN

Travels take us west to San Francisco
Howdy, folks! We are just 

cruising along towards June, 
and who isn't excited about that? 

I want to wish you all a Happy 
Memorial Day, coming up on 
Monday, May 29. It is more than 
a picnic, more than a day off of  
work and school. It is a day to be 
grateful for all those who gave so 
much for our freedom. I appreci-
ate the sacrifices that have been 
made. Thank you to all who have 
served and are still serving. You 
are appreciated!

Recently my husband and I 
got to travel to California and 
see the sights in San Francisco 
and surrounding areas. We went 
with friends Piper and Doug 
Sarver. 

In the next several weeks I will 
be sharing some highlights in 
this column. I do this so you will, 
hopefully, send in some of  your 
travel stories! Fortunately for 
me, Scott, Doug and Piper were 
on top of  the plans, reservations 
and schedule. Yes, all I had to do 
was pack my suitcase.

We left Harrisburg Interna-
tional Airport on the morning 
of  May 4. The weather in May 
hasn't been that fantastic, so 
it wasn't difficult to leave! We 
made our connection in Chicago 
and journeyed on to San Fran! 
Everything went smoothly and 
we landed at 3 p.m. We rented 
a car at the airport and found 
our way to the Cow Hollow area. 
Cow Hollow Inn and Suites, 
2190 Lombard Street, was close 
to everything we needed. We 
promptly parked the rental and 
spent the next three days using 
public transportation. This is 
a great idea because parking is 
very expensive and difficult to 
find.

We went to dinner at a quaint 
Italian restaurant around the 
corner from the inn. The food 
was delicious and since we had 
energy to burn we did some 
exploring on foot. We experi-
enced the mist off the bay (was 
like rain, only sideways) as 
we walked along the Marina 
District. We climbed the steep 
hills and investigated the Pacific 
Heights area. 

Before we turned in for the 
night were fortunate to talk to 
a very friendly woman at the 

front desk of  the inn. She told 
us about the hop-on, hop-off bus 
line, Big B Bus! She also warned 
us about getting reservations for 
Alcatraz Island. We did that with 
her help and planned to meet for 
breakfast at 8 a.m. at the Home 
Plate restaurant.  

This is all for now! You have a 
great week and don't forget to let 
me know your news to share! 

Birthdays
Happy 20th cake day to Alexus 

Reynolds of  Middletown on 
Wednesday, May 24. I hope this 
birthday is just wonderful!

Best wishes to Alex Kennedy 
of  Lower Swatara on Wednes-
day. This gal celebrates her 
beep-beep-honk day and turns 
Sweet 16 on May 24. Drive safely, 
Alex!

Big birthday smiles are sent 
to Don Hartman of  Middletown 
on Wednesday, May 24. I hope it 
is everything you want it to be, 
Don. Enjoy!

Deb Carson of  Lower Swatara 
will hear the birthday song on 
Thursday, May 25. I hope it is 
a beautiful sound to your ears, 
Deb!

Joshua Alcock of  Lower 
Swatara celebrates his 20th 
birthday on Friday, May 26. I 
hope your birthday weekend is 
extra-special this year, Josh.

Happy confetti-flying day to 
John Rhodes of  Hummelstown 
on Friday, May 26. I hope 46 
super things happen to you over 
your holiday weekend!

Happy honk-honk-beep Sweet 
16 birthday to Lynnsey Woodley 
of  Middletown on Friday, May 
26. Enjoy your big-deal birthday, 
Lynnsey!

Best wishes to Raymond Baer 
on his cake, Saturday, May 27. 
Happy birthday to you and Ryan 
as your celebrate your dad-and-
son day!

A huge birthday hug is sent to 
Judy Stare of  Lower Swatara on 
Sunday, May 28. Best wishes for 
a super-fine and beautiful me-
holiday! You deserve a parade, 
Judy!

Ny’Zier Arango of  Lower 
Swatara will turn 14 on Monday, 
May 28. Yay, no school on your 
birthday, Ny’Zier! Hope you 
have a happy one.

Happy Sweet 16 birthday to 
Anthony Paul of  Lower Swatara. 
This guy's honk-beep-honk day 
is on Memorial Day, Monday, 
May 29. Enjoy the day off!

Happy landmark birthday to 
Carly Waters of  Middletown on 
this special holiday, Monday, 
May 29. She turns 18 on Memo-
rial Day.

Courtney Fisher of  Middle-
town marks her 23rd cake-and-
ice cream day on Monday, May 
29. Hope your day is full of  
relaxation and fun, Courtney!

Hey, Joe Harkins of  Lower 
Swatara! Happy birthday bal-
loons are flying for him on Mon-
day, May 29 as he turns 22. Enjoy 
your holiday, Joe.

Lots of  birthdays on this 
special day … and one more! 
Happy birthday to Bailee Koncar 
of  Lower Swatara. She is 20 on 
Monday, May 29. I hope  this 
birthday is extra-special, Bailee!

Best wishes to Craig Mosher 
of  Lower Swatara on Tuesday, 
May 30. Craig celebrates cake 
day 58! I hope the day is terrific 
for you and your family, Craig! 

Anniversaries
Happy 54th wedding anniver-

sary to two beautiful people, 
Chris and Dot Reider of  Lower 
Swatara. They were married 
on May 26, 1963. Have a happy 
Friday together!

Best wishes to Jim and Susan 
Hare of  Lower Swatara as they 
observe their 38th wedded bliss 
holiday on Friday, May 26. I 
hope your day is fantastic!

Glad grad
Congratulations to Joe Har-

kins, Lower Swatara, who grad-
uated summa cum laude from 
West Chester University with a 
dual major in music composi-
tion and oboe performance. Joe 
plans to attend the Cincinnati 
College, Conservatory of  Music, 
to pursue a master’s degree in 
music composition. Keep up the 
diligent work, Joe.

Dean’s list
Congratulations to Nicole 

Whittle of  Middletown on being 
named to University of  Pitts-
burgh spring semester dean’s 
list. Nicole completed her fresh-

man year. She is a business com-
munication major with a minor 
in music. Her family is very 
proud of  her. Keep up the great 
work, Nicole!

Congrats, grads 
Congratulations to Jordan 

Davenport, who graduated with 
a bachelor of  science degree in 
interactive media, and Chris-
tina Metz, who graduated with 
a bachelor of  science degree in 
integrative sciences, at Harris-
burg University of  Science and 
Technology’s 10th commence-
ment ceremony on May 11. 
Jordan and Christina are from 
Middletown. 

Travel West
One day we decided to go,
Westward to San Francisco. 
During sunny days and chilly 

nights,
The Big B Bus helped us see 

all the sights.
The weather treated us great,
As we crossed the bridge over 

“The Golden Gate.”
The cable cars and the 

crooked street, I must say,
And touring Alcatraz Island in 

the Bay.
Were all things you don't want 

to miss,
If  you come to the land of  

bliss. 
— SLAP

Life Hacks 
1. How to get rid of  smelly feet 

and shoes: Fill a spray bottle 
with rubbing alcohol and spray 
feet every morning and evening. 
Do not do this if  you have open 
skin wounds! Also, spray the 
inside of  shoes after every wear. 
The alcohol kills the bacteria 
that causes the smell. 

2. Sore ears from earrings? 
If  your earlobes are sensitive 
to certain metals in your ear-
rings a neat trick: dip the posts 
in Vaseline! Another less messy 
idea: Paint the posts with clear 
nail polish.

3. Tooth ache? Chew on a clove 
of  raw garlic.

Quote of the Week
“Build a better tomorrow on 

the mistakes and experiences of  
today.” — Anonymous 

30-PACK CANS

BUD & BUD LIGHT

$2299 30-PACK CANS

BUSCH & 
BUSCH LIGHT

$1899

30-PACK CANS

NATURAL ICE & 
NATURAL LIGHT

$1699
24-12 OZ. CANS

$1449

YUENGLING 
PREMIUM 

YUENGLING LIGHT

$1449
24-12 OZ. CANS

24-12 OZ. CANS

$1849

YUENGLING LAGER &
LAGER LIGHT

Draft Beer Available • Kegs • Taps • Tubs

209 East Main Street, Middletown ✪ 944-5861
ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO PA SALES TAX • AMPLE PARKING • HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE

PRICES GOOD 5/24 THRU 5/29
HOURS: MON.-SAT. 8:30-8:30, SUN. 11-5 • OPEN MEMORIAL DAY: 8:30-8:30

Memorial Day Weekend Sale✪ ✪

ingo Blastingo BlastB
12 CARDS for $30

B
Saturday, May 27th

7 pm ~ Doors open at 5 pm

HUMMELSTOWN FIRE COMPANY
249 E. Main Street, Hummelstown

With this coupon
Expires 05/27/17

$1 Off
Bingo

** COUPON **••• COUPON •••

HHH $1,000 CASH JACKPOT HHH
PAYOUT:  

16 Games @ $50, 4 Games @ $75

Check out the website: www.sunsetbandg.com for a complete schedule of entertainment
“Like” us on Facebook! www.facebook.com/sunsetbandg

Summer 
   MUSIC 
   Series

LIVE MUSIC STARTING AT 7 PM
on the deck

2601 Sunset Drive, Middletown • 944-9262

June
June 1  - Jeff rey J. Walker
June 8 - Don Johnson Project
June 15 - Jeff rey J. Walker
June 22 - Cruise Control
June 29 - Jeff rey J. Walker

To place your business in this directory 
contact the Press And Journal at: 20 S.Union Street, Middletown

E-mail: info@pressandjournal.com 
Phone: 717-944-4628

AUTO DEALER
Hondru Auto
2005 South Market Street, 
Elizabethtown
717-367-6644

Sutliff Chevrolet, Don Stago
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg
717-234-4444 or 717-940-4963

AUTO SERVICE
Dailey’s Service Station
200 East Main Street, Middletown
717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station
138 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service
231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown
717-944-7154

BARBER
Olmsted Plaza Barber Shop 
1547 W. Harrisburg Pike, Middletown
717-944-9364

CHIROPRACTOR/
PHYSICAL THERAPIST
THE HETRICK CENTER
500 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-2225

FLOWERS
Michele Hughes Lutz
Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton 
717-944-5425

HALLMARK CARDS  
& GIFTS
Rhoads Pharmacy & Gift Shop
17 West Main Street, Hummelstown
717-566-2525

Middletown Pharmacy 
& Gift Shop
436 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1640

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Dale Sinniger & Son Electric
717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring
5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg
717-545-6103

HW Wilson Roofing
2161 North Union Street, Middletown 
717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service
3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown
717-367-3724

INSURANCE
State Farm Insurance
Steve Lane
735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

PERSONAL TRAINING
Home Team Training
500 North Union Street, Middletown
717-215-9607

PRINTING
Press And Journal Publications
Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery
For More Information 
717-944-4628

RESTAURANT
Black Horse Tavern
101 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-0450

SALON
Hairport/Touch of Class
2 S. Union Street, Middletown
717-944-7980

Sharp Cuts
124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000

Support Your 
Local Businesses

Police report a bicycle swap of  
sorts took place May 8 at a home 
in the 100 block of  Park Drive. 

According to the investigating 
officer, a girl’s Kent BMX-style 
20-inch bike valued at $80 was 
stolen from the front yard of  the 
home. The bicycle was pink, ac-
cented with green metal flakes 
and black wheels. Police said the 
bicycle left at the home is a black 
GS29 mountain-style bicycle. Its 
value was not listed.

Police are asking anyone with 
information about either bicycle 
to contact them at 717-939-0463. 

Pair of DUI counts
Brian C. Lewis, 26, of  Spruce 

Street, Middletown, has been 
charged following a traffic stop at 
1:22 a.m. April 10 in the 2000 block 
of  West Harrisburg Pike.

Charges of  DUI, DUI-high rate 
of  alcohol, careless driving and 
failure to have evidence of  emis-
sion inspection have been filed 
against Lewis in District Magis-
terial Court. According to police, 
Lewis was driving a 1986 VW GTI 
and stopped because he was driv-
ing the car in the center lane and 
crossing the double white lines. 

Lewis had an odor of  an in-
toxicating beverage on his breath, 
police said. Alcohol was found in 
a breath sample tested with a por-
table Breathalyzer, police added.

The investigating officer took 
Lewis into custody after he per-
formed field sobriety tests and 
transported him to the Dauphin 
County Judicial Center. Lewis 
provided samples of  blood that 
were tested for the possible pres-
ence of  intoxicants. Results of  the 
tests were not reported.

The accused is scheduled to ap-
pear before District Magisterial 
Judge Michael Smith on June 29 
for a preliminary hearing.

In an unrelated case, Christo-
pher Metzler, 40, of  the 5000 block 
of  Beagle Road, Elizabethtown, 
was arrested and subsequently 
charged with DUI and DUI-high 
rate of  alcohol, police reported.

According to police reports, 

Metzler was driving a 2016 Dodge 
2500 truck and was questioned 
after pulling into the parking lot 
of  John C. Kunkel Elementary 
School in the 2000 block of  Fulling 
Mill Road at 1:23 a.m. April 23. An 
interview with Metzler turned into 
a DUI investigation, during which 
time he was taken to the Dauphin 
County Judicial Center. Metzler 
provided samples of  blood that 
were tested for the possible pres-
ence of  intoxicants. Results of  the 
tests were not reported.

The accused is scheduled to ap-
pear before Smith on June 15 for 
a preliminary hearing.

Theft charge for access card
Danielle Fink, 20, of  the 1000 

block of  Georgetown Road, Mid-
dletown, has been charged with 
theft, according to District Mag-
isterial Court records.

Police allege Fink took an access 
card from a relative May 6. Report-
edly the card had a balance of  $38, 
and Fink had been told to use it to 
purchase food but did not do so.

The accused is scheduled to ap-
pear before District Magisterial 
Judge Michael Smith on June 14 
for a preliminary hearing.

Drug paraphernalia accusations
A charge of  possession of  drug 

paraphernalia has been filed 
against Daniel Thompson, 32, of  
the 100 block of  Shirley Drive, 
Middletown, police reported.

According to police reports, 
Thompson was stopped at 2:16 a.m. 
May 14 while driving on Fulling 
Mill Road at Turnpike Industrial 
Road. Reportedly a faulty registra-
tion light on his 2012 Honda Civic 
prompted the traffic stop.

The investigating officer said 
he smelled an odor of  marijuana 
from Thompson’s car and subse-
quently found items classified as 
drug paraphernalia in the vehicle 
during a consensual search.

Daughter, mom facing charges
Charges were filed against a 

mother and daughter following a 
traffic stop at 12:40 a.m. May 12 in 

the 800 block of  South Eisenhower 
Boulevard. 

The two were in a 2003 Chevrolet 
TrailBlazer that had an expired 
registration sticker that prompted 
the traffic stop, records note.

According to District Magiste-
rial Court records, Valerie Yohe, 
46, and her daughter, Amber 
L. Hockenberry, 24, both of  the 
300 block of  Valley Road, Enola, 
were questioned by police and 
charged after statements made by 
Yohe and a background check on 
Hockenberry. 

Police said Hockenberry gave 
police false information that was 
discovered during a background 
check. Police said warrants had 

been issued for her arrest, filed out 
of  Perry County. They involved 
unrelated charges of  DUI and 
larceny.

Yohe was charged on allega-
tions she hindered police in the 
investigation of  her daughter’s 
background. She was also charged 
with driving without a license and 
driving an unregistered vehicle, 
court records note.

They were taken to the Dau-
phin County Judicial Center, 
where they were questioned and 
informed of  the charges. 

Both are scheduled to appear 
before District Magisterial Judge 
Michael Smith on June 15 for 
preliminary hearings.

LOWER SWATARA POLICE ROUNDUP

Bicycle found and owner is being sought
Police are attempting to find the owner of  a bicycle that was found by 

a resident in a stand of  bushes next to her property in the 1000 block 
of  Georgetown Road at 9:55 a.m. May 9.

The 27-inch, 7-speed Mongoose Hot Shot is grey and black and has 
blue stripes and orange lettering. It is valued at $100.

The bike was placed in the township’s maintenance shed for storage. 
Contact police at 717-939-0463.

The bicycle pictured above is not the bicycle turned in to police but 
matches a description of  it.

One bike stolen, another dropped in its place
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ANNE 
EINHORN

READERVIEW

I have tried over the last four 
years to be respectful of  my con-
stituents and my colleagues. 

I have restrained myself  from 
commenting on many posts 
and Facebook discussions that 
I found upsetting. I have tried 
to do my job without prejudice, 
with prudence, and with pa-
tience. But today, I am compelled 
by the debacle of  last Wednes-
day’s meeting to speak publicly. 

I do not hold myself  above the 
fray. I am as guilty as anyone 
else of  pettiness, impatience, in-
civility and anger. I will say now 
that what the public saw that 
night is why I am not running 
again ... why I will no longer ac-
cept a spot on the ballot or serve 
if  I were to be written in. 

The comments of  the public 
who so rightly chastised us that 
night demonstrate again who we 
work for and who we are an-
swerable to every single day. Not 
to each other, not to ourselves, 
not to other politicians, friends 
or relatives, but to those people 
who voted for us. Those of  you 
we represent are the ones with 
the power but with that comes 
responsibility, and you abuse 
that when you attack individuals 
on a personal level. 

If  the public and the public 
servants would stick to the actu-
al issues and not use words and 
language to destroy the messen-
gers, we would all be better off. I 
attempted to say this Wednesday 
night as I am a peacemaker by 
nature but I’m not really sure 
anyone was listening. 

I don’t believe anyone on 
our current council is a crook, 
unpatriotic, power hungry or 
greedy. So we, council and pub-
lic, should stop indicating things 
about each other that fuel the 
feuds, innuendos and personal 
agendas that we all foster at one 
point or another in our lives. 
This is not the time or place for 
this. 

I have been personally at-
tacked, I’ve been called out at 
meetings and on Facebook. I’ve 
been questioned and accused, 
but I choose with a few excep-
tions to let it go. I’ve defended 
myself  and I have been angry in 
public as we all can but I have 
let it go. I have tried to represent 
myself  to my constituents and 
against my detractors without 
personal attacks in retaliation.

I will not call out my enemies 
or detractors but I won’t be 
surprised to see them call me 
out in response to this. I’m not 
perfect and I don’t consider 
myself  better than anyone one 
else. I believe in many respects 
that my council colleagues as a 
rule are more informed about 
many things than am I but here 
is what I know and how I try to 
live my life:  

Sometimes it’s better to be 
kind than to be right.

Sometimes it’s better to let 
others defend you than to defend 
yourself.

Sometimes it’s better to hold 
your head up and not answer 
petty accusations.

Most of  the time it’s best to let 
others judge you by your actions 
because we are accountable for 
what we do and what we say 
and once it’s done ... the time for 
excuses is over.

Sometimes, though, you must 
speak out. Today was my time 
for that. I will continue to work 
with my colleagues and for my 
constituents for the remainder 
of  my term. I will continue to 
avoid arguments of  a personal 
nature. I will continue to be 
a peacemaker and a voice of  
reason, but don’t mistake my 
silence for a lack of  interest or 
concern. It is simply my way to 
do my job quietly and hopefully 
in the best interests of  the town.

Anne Einhorn is a member of  the 
Middletown Borough Council.

Incivility 
is reason 
I’m leaving 
council

EDITORIALVIEWS

It’s your duty to pay solemn 
respects on Memorial Day

“And they who for their country die 
shall fill an honored grave, for glory 
lights the soldier’s tomb, and beauty 
weeps the brave.” — Joseph Rodman 
Drake, in his poem “To the Defenders 
of  New Orleans,” 1815.

Memorial Day honors all Ameri-
cans who died while in military 
service. 

The total number of  deaths 
is difficult to calculate. However, more 
than 1.1 million members of  U.S. 
armed forces have died during all U.S. 
wars. That doesn’t take into account all 
the others who died during our periods 
of  “peace.”

Please don’t take Monday for grant-
ed. Pay your respects. It’s your duty.

That doesn’t mean you can’t grill 
out, go shopping or take in a ballgame. 
These fighting Americans gave their 
lives to help ensure we can carry out 
these pastimes under a banner of  free-
dom.

You might not know anyone who 
died in our armed forces. But they have 
earned your respect nonetheless, and 
you should honor them. A good way to 
do that is to attend Middletown’s fes-
tivities. Find out the details on today’s 
front page.

We want to offer a quick tip of  the 
cap to Tom Menear of  the Middletown 
Sons of  American Legion, who worked 
to spruce up a Civil War cannon and 
a World War II cannon in Middletown 
Cemetery in time for the holiday. But 
we also thank everyone involved in 
making Middletown’s Memorial Day 
festivities a success — and, of  course, a 
thanks to all of  you who have served.

It is fitting that our deadliest conflict 
— the Civil War — gave rise to the ori-
gins of  the solemn day. Almost 500,000 
of  our troops died in that conflict. 
In comparison, about 400,000 died in 

World War II. Of  course, nearly every 
soldier killed during the Civil War was 
an American.

Decoration Day started in 1868, soon 
after the end of  the Civil War. Ameri-
cans decorated the graves of  soldiers 
killed during the war. Boalsburg, Penn-
sylvania, claims it is the birthplace of  
Memorial Day, because three women 
started decorating soldiers’ graves in 
1864. However, several other cities also 
claim to be the first. 

It was in 1868 that Gen. John A. Lo-
gan of  the Grand Army of  the Republic 
called for the first major observance. 
Gen. James Garfield, who later would 
become president, made a speech at Ar-

lington National Cemetery, after which 
5,000 participants helped to decorate 
the graves of  the more than 20,000 
Union and Confederate soldiers buried 
in the cemetery, according to history.
com.

It would take more than a century, 
however, for Memorial Day to become a 
federal holiday — in 1971, as the Viet-
nam War was at its peak.

The members of  the U.S. armed 
forces fighting in that war in southeast 
Asia came home to protests and a gen-
eral lack of  support, as many people 
opposed the war. Never mind that it 
wasn’t their idea to go there and fight, 
it was the decision of  our government. 
Some Americans couldn’t separate that 
fact.

Of  course, many of  their fellow 
members of  the armed forces didn’t 
come home at all. Almost 60,000 mem-
bers of  our armed forces died in the 
conflict.

Our battles now are not like those 
in Vietnam. We are in a global fight 
against terror, and our battlefields 
are everywhere, from rock concerts in 
Manchester, England to the finish line 
at the Boston Marathon to data stored 
on our computers.

But that doesn’t diminish what our 
armed forces have done and continue 
to do for us.

We will always have a need for Me-
morial Day, because brave members of  
our armed forces will continue to die so 
that we may live.

For that, we give our solemn thank 
you. 

O’Reilly will be missed; he bucked partisan ideology

The King of  Cable has been 
defenestrated.

After much fanfare, Bill 
O’Reilly has been tipped off 
his throne at the cable news 
giant Fox News. The irascible 
host of  the eponymous “Fac-
tor,” O’Reilly was handsomely 
paid out of  his contract after 
multiple settlements stemming 
from sexual harassment came 
to light.

New York Times report-
ers Emily Steel and Michael 
Schmidt must have large grins 
glued to their faces after bag-
ging their elusive prey. Their 
bombshell report on Fox paying 
out $13 million in harassment 
suits was the equivalent of  
David’s slingshot — it toppled a 
giant.

For years, rumors of  
O’Reilly’s mistreatment of  
women swirled around the 
Washington-New York media 
nexus. But little happened. 
Until his ousting, O’Reilly was 
cable news’s biggest draw for 15 
years. 

Then something changed. 
That something was leadership. 
Rupert Murdoch, the titan of  
News Corp., owner of  Fox News 
and a plethora of  press outlets, 
is reportedly readying to pass 
his media empire on to his sons, 
Lachlan and James. The two 
heirs are none too pleased with 
Fox’s reputation as a burlesque 
house doubling as a news 
outlet. 

Last year’s removal of  Roger 
Ailes, who was also plagued 
with multiple sexual harass-
ment claims, after 20 years 
as chairman of  the network 

showed the first signs of  a new 
direction.

But back to Bill. 
O’Reilly’s leaving marks the 

end of  an era. I’m not going to 
sugarcoat the feeling: It hurts to 
see him go. 

As someone who is sickened 
by what passes for news nowa-
days, I always held a good deal 
of  respect for Mr. Patriot (or 
Pinhead, depending on the 
day). O’Reilly’s offering didn’t 
distinguish itself  much from 
the media’s 
other offer-
ings. Recycled 
platitudes, 
shopworn 
talking 
points, unctu-
ous groveling, 
substance-
free shout-
ing that passes for informed 
debates — these and more have 
reduced the practice of  infor-
mation dissemination to a cruel 
circus game, high on flash, low 
on critical thinking.

O’Reilly’s show had all of  
these. But the one thing that 
set the host apart from the 
interchangeable crowd of  
opinionated ring leaders was 
his willingness to buck partisan 
orthodoxy. 

In his memoir “A Bold Fresh 
Piece Of  Humanity,” O’Reilly 
prides himself  on being an in-
dependent thinker because, as 
he writes, “honesty always, and 
I mean always, collides with 
ideology.” 

Ideology was something 
O’Reilly visibly lacked, despite 
his conservative disposition. 
And he never made bones about 
his decidedly non-party affilia-
tion. 

As he noted, “no matter what 
I say or write, fanatics will at-
tack it because Kool-Aid-drink-
ing ideologues on both sides 

resent my national platform 
and nonaligned analysis.”

Plenty of  controversial stanc-
es taken over the year showed 
that O’Reilly was not a slave to 
favorable optics. 

One of  his more outlandish 
remarks came after the devas-
tation of  Hurricane Katrina. 
As television cameras showed 
poor minorities starved and 
sunburnt on New Orleans 
rooftops, O’Reilly offered what 
became an infamous analysis. 
“New Orleans is not about race; 
it’s about class. If  you’re poor, 
you’re powerless, not only in 
America but also everywhere 
on Earth. If  you don’t have 
enough money to protect your-
self  from danger, danger is go-
ing to find you,” he proclaimed.

The uproar was swift. 
O’Reilly was simultaneously 
denounced as being a racist, a 
poor-hater, and a victim-blamer 
— a conservative hat trick. The 
calumny didn’t deter O’Reilly. 
He stuck to his hard-nosed take, 
even during a dreadful situa-
tion. 

That was the thing about 
O’Reilly opinions: They always 
managed to be honest, even 
when propriety would have 
interceded. The stilted atmo-
sphere of  today is not condu-
cive to candid conversations 
about tough topics. O’Reilly’s 
frankness was a dying art. It 
became the victim of  prim TV 
executives who care more about 
profits and respectability than 
truth in media.

I would be remiss if  I didn’t 
hit on the host’s famous temper. 
O’Reilly was always forthcom-
ing about the short fuse gifted 
to him by his Irish-Catholic her-
itage. And, when the time was 
right, it didn’t hesitate to rear 
its ugly yet entertaining head. 
From calling former represen-
tative Barney Frank a coward 

for refusing to take responsibil-
ity for the 2008 financial crisis, 
to verbally smacking around 
the late liberal Alan Colmes, 
O’Reilly’s raised voice and 
steely stare became the equiva-
lent to crashes in NASCAR — 
something you don’t tune in for 
but secretly long to witness.

O’Reilly’s irritability reflected 
the truth about all great artists: 
Their strive to perfection lifts 
other unseemly characteristics 
to the surface. The anchor’s 
unacceptable behavior toward 
women was unfortunately 
another flaw that couldn’t be 
contained by talent.

I should also mention that 
Middletown was once given 
a shout-out on “The Factor.” 
During the show’s last segment 
reserved for viewer comments, 
I managed to get one answered. 
O’Reilly read off my name and 
hometown, and whatever drivel 
I believed to be genius at the 
time. 

My comment proved that 
even though the world-famous 
host could take canned respons-
es, he didn’t. O’Reilly’s viewers 
were normal Americans trying 
to make sense of  the world.

His departure leaves a void at 
Fox, and cable news in general. 
Not knowing the “O’Reilly Fac-
tor” is on at 8 p.m. Eastern is 
yet another blow to our weak-
ening sense of  familiarity. Word 
is, O’Reilly will find a home on 
another conservative media 
outlet. But it won’t be the same.

Bill O’Reilly was, as they say, 
a still point on a moving world. 
But every still point must even-
tually succumb to the indomi-
table spin of  the Earth’s axis. 

So long, and good luck, Mr. 
O’Reilly.

James E. Miller , a native of  
Middletown, works as a digital 
marketer in Northern Virginia.

Veterans 
Affairs: Just 
facts, no 
hyperbole

The fact is that most of  the 
people in the Department of  
Veterans Affairs are ethical 
and competent. The remain-
der of  this opinion piece is 
not meant to criticize them. 

By definition reform is 
change meant to improve 
something. Many of  the pro-
cesses in place need reform 
and some people simply have 
to go.

The new secretary of  Veter-
an Affairs, Dr. David Shulkin, 
is tasked with reforming and 
managing the VA, a large 
bureaucracy that by its very 
nature will resist change 
even when it is designed for 
improvement.

If  I were a political cartoon-
ist I would sketch a picture 
of  Shulkin in his office tied 
up with red tape labeled with 
words describing the prob-
lems such as lack of  account-
ability, congressional over-
sight, cost overruns, fraud, 
undeserved bonuses, union 
constraints, limited authority 
to deal with unethical behav-
ior, abuse of  whistleblowers, 
long wait times for patients, 
forced travel to distant 
locations for care, outdated 
technology and inefficiency. 
Entering the room with 
more red tape would be the 
politicians, lawyers and union 
bosses.

When I was a physician in 
the Veterans Affairs system 
from 2007 to 2010, it was 
cumbersome and sometimes 
impossible to obtain approval 
for transfer of  care to pri-
vate institutions. It was not 
unusual for a patient to travel 
more than 200 miles for care 
not available at his primary 
VA facility. 

A ray of  hope is President 
Donald Trump’s recent 
signing of  an extension of  
the Veterans Choice Act that 
would allow more access to 
private care for veterans who 
would have to wait too long 
for care or travel excessive 
distances for care within the 
VA. Making this a seamless 
process will still require a 
long journey of  congressional 
approval and administrative 
introduction and oversight, 
however. 

The same is true for the 
recent establishment by 
executive order of  the Office 
of  Veterans Affairs Account-
ability and Whistleblower 
Protection. Congress has the 
real power here and needs to 
hear from constituents.

Shulkin is trying to obtain 
authority for immediate 
dismissal of  employees for 
flagrant and clear unethical 
or criminal behavior. He also 
recently established a new 
website, accesstocare.va.gov, 
which reveals how VA hospi-
tal care compares to nearby 
private sector hospitals. It 
also compares wait times 
among VA clinics. 

I toured the website and 
found some parts still under 
construction, but it is an 
important start in the right 
direction.

According to Shulkin, 
telephone calls to the suicide 
hotline are now being an-
swered by a person about 99 
percent of  the time. Shulkin 
deserves accolades for this 
improvement.

 Reforming the Department 
of  Veterans Affairs to a status 
of  excellence will require a 
Herculean effort. As we labor 
together (as a nation) I sug-
gest that we only utilize facts 
and not succumb to heated 
political rhetoric and hyper-
bole.  

The truth is bad enough 
and needs no embellishment. 
It is a fight we must pursue 
for the health and the dignity 
of  our veterans.

 John Edward Dagen
Carlisle
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JAMES 
MILLER

O’Reilly

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY JODI OCKER

A veteran places a wreath on a grave during 
the Memorial Day ceremony at the Middletown 
Cemetery on Monday, May 30, 2016.

These fighting Americans gave 
their lives to help ensure we can 
carry out these pastimes under a 
banner of freedom.



CAPRICORN Dec. 22 – Jan. 19
For crying out loud, Capricorn. 
How many more times are you 
going to have to pay for the 
mistakes of others before you 
catch on? Wise up!
AQUARIUS  Jan. 20– Feb. 18
New faces bring new ideas to 
the table this week, and the of-
fice is abuzz. Enjoy the fervor, 
Aquarius. A friend invites you 
to a sneak peek.
PISCES Feb. 19 – March 20
Not again, Pisces. An acquain-
tance bails, leaving you to pick 
up the pieces. Don’t bother 
listening to their excuses. Mark 
them off the list.
ARIES March 21 – April 19

You win some, and you lose 
some, and at no time will this 
be more apparent than this 
week, Aries. Learn from your 
mistakes and keep plodding 
along.
TAURUS April 20 – May 20
Opportunity is knocking. Are 
you listening, Taurus? You bet-
ter be if you want to improve 
your bottom line. The debate 
at the office continues.
GEMINI May 21 – June 21
Dear, oh dear, Gemini. You put 
out so much effort compared 
to others on your team. Take a 
breather. You deserve it. A task 
at home is completed.
CANCER June 22 – July 22

Fear not, Cancer. You have the 
knowledge to make things 
happen. Volunteer! A plan 
hatched at work begins to go 
awry. Save it if you can.
LEO July 23 – Aug. 22
Prepare? There is no time to 
prepare this week, Leo. You’re 
just going to have to wing 
it. A long-lost love stops by. 
Remember fondly but do not 
revisit.
VIRGO Aug. 23 – Sept. 22
Eek, Virgo. A deadline comes 
and goes, and you’re still no-
where near where you should 
be. Seek help. That’s the only 
way you are going to succeed.
LIBRA Sept. 23 – Oct. 22

You’re invited to an event of a 
lifetime. Do whatever you must 
to ensure you attend. There 
are many valuable contacts to 
be made, Libra.
SCORPIO Oct. 23 – Nov. 21
You’ve got the best of both 
worlds right now. Enjoy, 
Scorpio. It won’t last forever. 
A relative retrieves a long-lost 
heirloom. Celebrate the good 
news.
SAGITTARIUS  
Nov. 22 – Dec. 21
Financial transactions this 
week prove tricky. Tread care-
fully, Sagittarius, and don’t 
be afraid to ask questions. A 
friend clears their conscience.

ACROSS
1. Group of eight
6. Amazes
10. Q-Tip
14. “The Canterbury 

Tales” pilgrim
15. Elders’ teachings
16. Bucks
17. Hippy
19. “Pumping ___”
20. Type of seed used 

in cooking
21. Discharge letters?
22. Call for
23. Pluck
25. Boy
27. Different in kind
33. Crystal meth, in 

slang
35. “Let’s ___”
36. Thomas Jeffer-

son, religiously
37. Deaden
39. Technical name 

for sweat
41. “Guilty,” e.g.

42. Appropriate
44. Bronx cheer
45. “To ___ is human 

...”
46. Sympathetic
50. Conk out
51. Economical
52. Certain surgeon’s 

“patient”
55. Joke
58. Bear witness
62. Basil, e.g.
63. Excessive
65. Condo, e.g.
66. Arab League 

member
67. Gum
68. Functions
69. ___ of the above
70. Clairvoyants

DOWN
1. “Carmina Burana” 

composer
2. Fleshy covering at 

top of parrot’s beak

3. Freshman, prob-
ably

4. Right, in a way
5. Abandon
6. “Aladdin” prince
7. Unfermented liquid 

from yeast for beer
8. “___ Brockovich”
9. Agree out of court
10. Shallow
11. Ending with hard 

or soft
12. ___ vera
13. Curve
18. Tool used for 

pinching or bend-
ing

24. Pig feeder
26. “Go on ...”
27. Macho guys (hy-

phenated)
28. Any Platters 

platter
29. Worldwide
30. Drunk, in slang
31. ___-friendly

32. Antares, for one
33. Acad.
34. Adorable
38. Debts that cannot 

be recovered
40. To skim again
43. “Fantasy Island” 

prop
47. Belt
48. Spuds
49. Meal
52. Criminal
53. Ashcroft’s prede-

cessor
54. Ashtabula’s lake
56. BBs, e.g.
57. F.B.I. operative 

(hyphenated)
59. “___ on Down the 

Road”
60. Ado
61. Addition column
64. “___ moment”

WORD SEARCH  |  ANSWERS ON B3 CROSSWORD  |  ANSWERS ON B3CRYPTOQUIZ
Adapt
Addition
Afford
Aside
Broad
Cargo
Charm
Chooses
Chose
Contrasting
Crust

Debate
Doubt
Drawn
Dress
Favor
Ignore
Legal
Lodge
Loses
Moons
Needs

Neither
Nerves
Noted
Nylon
Others
Ounce
Plows
Reeds
Relay
Responsi-

bility

Rests
Revolution-

ary
Rival
Roads
Screw
Seems
Silly
Slave
Spoil
Stalks

Steals
Steel
Steer
Strict
Teach
Threw
Trees
Urged
Weekly

HOROSCOPE  |  WEEK OF MAY 24

Answers: 1) Monkey, 2) Ross, 3) Illegal, 4) Zoo, 
5) Show biz, Marcel from “Friends”

KATIE PLAYED THIS TV PET:

Each of the following cryptograms  
is a clue to the identity of a beloved TV pet. 
Using the hints S=O and X=S, decipher the 

clues to name the character.

➊ J S V G A W

➋ D S X X  

➌ U K K A R E K

➍ Q S S

➎ X P S T  F U Q

PUZZLES AND HOROSCOPE

Hummelstown
On Sunday morning, May 26th, 

the G. A. R. will attend services 
in a body at the Lutheran church. 

The Brownstone Store Co’s store 
will be closed on Memorial Day. 

Hummelstown is promised a 
trolley line from Harrisburg and 
it is thought the road will be com-
pleted this summer. 

W. E. Umberger, of  Piketown, 
has accepted a clerkship in the 
office of the Hummelstown Brown-
stone Co., at Waltonville. 

Wm. P. Zieg has resigned his 
position as master machinist at 
the brownstone quarries and left 
for his home at Steelton. 

A long distanced telephone was 
placed was the Brownstone Stone 
Co.’s store on last Friday, and the 
place made an exchange. 

Frank W. Farver has secured the 
position of  brakeman and fireman 
on a fast freight running between 
Harrisburg and Hagerstown. 

Jennie Brehm, left for Remona, 
Kansas, on Tuesday afternoon, 
where she expects to spend the 
summer with her brother. 

Mr. Jacob Kinley has a parlor 
stand of  his own make, the top of  
which is two feet square, which 
contains 284 pieces of  different 
kinds of  wood and of  different 
shapes and sizes. It is a beautiful 
piece of  work. 

Robbers Wednesday broke one 
of  F. P. Blessings large show win-
dows, and stole about $50 worth of  
clothes, bats and shoes. 

BIG PROJECT SUCCEEDS: York Haven 
electric scheme now an assured fact

Work on the construction of  
the long-talked of  electric power 
plant at York Haven, will, it is 
announced, begin on June 1st. 
Judge W. F. Bay Stewart who has 
had the matter of  financiering 
the scheme in charge, has an-
nounced that bonds sufficient to 
carry the work have been sold to 
a prominent Philadelphia bank-
ing house. The first payment on 
the bonds will be made June 1 
and that will be the signal for 
the beginning of  operations on 
an extensive scale. 

Engineers who have inves-
tigated the problem carefully 
declare that from 25,000 to 40,000 
horse power can be generated 
from the water pressure which 
is now going to waste at the fans. 
When the power house at York 
Haven is constructed and the tur-
bines put into motion to run the 
generating dynamos, lines will 
be run, first to York, then Har-
risburg and Lancaster, which 
will furnish power for street 
cars as well as manufacturing 
establishments.

News from the Saturday, May 25, 1901 edition of  the Middletown Journal

Hot buys
• The Union Clothing Company, the Spot Cash Low Price Clothing 

Kings, have opened in the store formerly occupied by Baxtresser 
Bros., Middletown, Pa. The greatest clothing sensation of  the age. 
Men’s elegant fancy worsted and mixed cassimere pants, guaranteed 
value $4.00, opening sale price $1.98.

• John R. Gore Poultry Supply House, Royalton, Pa. Star incuba-
tors, brooders, $5 champion brooder, lice killers, vermin destroyers, 
Summers worm powder, greatest worm remedy known.

• How’s this? We offer One Hundred Dollars Reward for any case 
of  Catarrh that cannot be cured by Hall’s Catarrh Cure. F.J. Cheney 
and Co., proprietors, Toledo, Ohio. Price 75 cents per bottle. Sold 
by all druggists. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: This photo appeared on the front page, without 
any other information other than what is stated below. It was 
one of  the only pictures in the edition.
Leona Leslie, who will appear in the new auditorium Monday

BRIDGE BUILDING
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Middletown Markets
The following were the prices 

paid on Wednesday’s market.
Apple butter, per quart 16 

cents. 
Beets, per bunch 5 cents. 
Butter, per pound 25 cents. 
Cabbage, per head 3@5 cents. 
Corn meal, per quart 4 cents
Eggs, per dozen 14 cents

Lard, per pound 10 cents
Potatoes, per half  peck 10 cents 
Onions, per half  peck 10@12 

cents 
Potatoes, per bushel 70 cents. 
Radishes, per bunch 3@5 cents 
Sweet potatoes, 1/2 peck, 10 

cents
Turnips, half  peck, 10 cents. 

Steelton company  
erects highest  
viaduct in the world

The highest steel viaduct in the 
world has just been completed 
in Upper Burmah. It spans the 

gaping gorge in the Shan Hills 
called the Goktelt gorge 80 miles 
from Mandalay, and is part of  an 
extension of  the Burmah railways 
which will open a direct route from 
Rangoon to China, and it was built 
for the British government by the 
Pennsylvania steel company, of  

Steelton, Pa. 
The parts and the erection out-

fit — this latter alone weighed 250 
tons — were constructed at Steel-
ton. The cars which took them to 
the seaboard would have made one 
train a mile and a half  long. Three 
ships took them to Rangoon.

It is 2,260 feet long and 320 feet 
high where the gorge is deepest — 
only 80 feet less than St. Paul’s! It 
is made of  120-foot steel girders, 
resting on lattice work steel tow-
ers. It suggests a gigantic trestle 
bridge. It is built for a double set of  
rails, but only one set has been laid. 

Will remove  
a siding
Decision rendered by 
Philadelphia & Reading 
Railway official
Brown street residents pleased

Council took the matter  
in hand and Burgess Swartz 
pushed it through

F.S. Stevens. esq., superin-
tendent of  the Lebanon Valley 
division of  the Philadelphia and 
Reading Railway, was in town 
Friday and consulted with Messrs. 
Martin, Atkinson and Seiders, the 
highway committee, and Burgess 
Swartz, relative to the siding on 
Brown street, at the intersection 
of  Pine, against which so much 
complaint has been made. The 
Reading Company owns sufficient 
land here for the placing of  at least 
a half  dozen sidings without using 
a street for the unloading and stor-
age of  cars and Superintendent 
Stevens won the goodwill of  the 
Brown street residents by prom-
ising to either move the siding to 
private ground adjoining or take 
it up and place it on ground owned 
by the company. The Brown Street 
property owners feel greatly in-
debted to the Borough Council and 
Burgess Swartz for their prompt 
response to the appeal.

Boy killed at Steelton
John Kurtenbaugh, aged nine 

years, was found along the tracks 
of  the Pennsylvania railroad, 
at the Steelton freight station, 
Friday afternoon about 3 o’clock. 
He had been run over by a train 
of  cars and was nearly cut in 

half. He was still living and was 
taken to his home on Christian 
street, Steelton. He died there a 
few minutes later without being 
able to tell how he had been hurt. 
As no one saw the accident, there 
is no one to tell how it happened.



Public notices in this week’s Press & Journal
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LOW-COST VACCINE CLINIC FOR CATS & DOGS
Sponsored by Steelton Community Cats (Save money; no offi  ce visit charges)

new Location: Steelton Community Cats, 
1 N. Front St., Steelton, PA 17113

saturday, june 3 & july 8, 2017

Rabies & Distemper: $10 each
Other vaccines include: 

Lyme; Bordetella; Lepto; Canine 
Infl uenza; Feline Leukemia

Other services: 
Microchip (includes registrati on); 

Dewormer; Nail Clipping; 
Flea & Tick Treatment

Clinic Hours: 10 am-1 pmRegistration: 9:30 am

for More Info, please call: 717-877-4146 OR visit steeltoncats.org

30-PACK CANS
COORS LIGHT

$2299

Draft Beer Available • Kegs • Taps • Tubs

209 East Main Street, Middletown ✪ 944-5861
ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO PA SALES TAX • AMPLE PARKING • HANDICAP ACCESSIBLE

PRICES GOOD 5/24 THRU 5/29

30-PACK CANS
COORS BANQUET
$2299

30-PACK CANS
MILLER LITE

$2199

30-PACK CANS
MILLER 64

$2199
30-PACK CANS
MGD
$2199

30-PACK CANS
KEYSTONE LIGHT
$1799

MILWAUKEE'S BEST 
FAMILY 30-PACK CANS

$1649

30-PACK CANS

MILLER HIGH LIFE & 
HIGH LIFE LIGHT

$1799

LABATT BLUE & 
BLUE LIGHT 30-PACK CANS

$2399

LIONSHEAD &
LIONSHEAD LIGHT
$1099

MILLER 64

BLUE LIGHT 

$

HOURS: MON.-SAT. 8:30-8:30, SUN. 11-5 • OPEN MEMORIAL DAY: 8:30-8:30

24-12 OZ. CANS 3/8/16 OZ.CANS

COORS LIGHT
$1999

Memorial Day 
Weekend Sale

✪✪✪

Early deadlines for Press 
& Journal for holiday

In observance of  the Memorial 
Day holiday, the Press & Journal 
office and plant will be closed on 
Monday, May 29. For the May 
31 edition, the deadlines will be 
Friday, May 26: classified ads, 9 
a.m.; public notices, 10 a.m.; and 
yard sales, noon.

 

Middletown Swim Club 
opening day is Saturday

The Middletown Swim Club 
will open for the season on Sat-
urday, May 27. Singles, couples, 
family and social memberships 
are available. 

There are new 2017 rates. For 
more information, call 717-903-
9545 and leave a message, or 
email Brent Burger at burg-
ers53@msn.com.

 

Live music on the deck 
at Sunset Bar & Grill

Jeffrey J. Walker will perform 
on the deck at Sunset Bar & 
Grill, 2601 Sunset Drive, Middle-
town, at 7 p.m. Thursday, June 1.

 

Memorial Day trash 
collection scheduled

Because of  the Memorial Day 
Holiday, all regular Penn Waste 

trash and recycling collections 
will be delayed one day. Mon-
day customers will be collected 
Tuesday. Tuesday customers 
will be collected Wednesday and 
so on for the remainder of  the 
week through Saturday. 

Visit www.pennwaste.com for 
specific municipality informa-
tion.

 

Bennett, Stevenson 
Twins at The Event Place

Phil Bennett and The Steven-
son Twins will be in concert 
from 8 to 11 p.m. Friday, May 26 
at The Event Place, 11 S. Union 
St.

Doors open at 7 p.m. The event 
is BYOB.

Call 717-421-9239 or 717-902-
9005 for tickets.

42nd annual Art and 
Craft Fair is June 10

The Middletown Area Histori-
cal Society is sponsoring its 42nd 
annual Art and Craft Fair from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, June 
10 (rain or shine) at Hoffer Park, 
Middletown.

Admission is free. Featured 
will be arts and craft vendors, 
Fast N Loud Car Show, the third 
annual Baking Competition, 
kids zone, Ride the Rails for 
Cancer, children’s magician, 

entertainment and food. 
For more information, visit 

www.middletownareahistorical-
society.org.

 

Frey Village Strawberry 
Festival is June 3

Frey Village, 1020 N. Union St., 
Middletown, is sponsoring its 
annual Strawberry Festival from 
8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Saturday, 
June 3.

For more information, call 
888-995-8261 or visit www.freyvil-
lageseniorliving.org.

 

Brothers In Grace 
concert set at church

Brothers In Grace Southern 
gospel concert will be held at 7 
p.m. Sunday, May 28 at Valley 
Baptist Church, 1190 N. Union 
St., Middletown. 

A love offering will be re-
ceived.

For more information, call 
717-944-9651.

 

Penn State Harrisburg 
to hold summer classes

Penn State Harrisburg, 777 W. 
Harrisburg Pike, Middletown, 
is offering two summer sessions 
of  undergraduate and graduate 
courses. 

Session 1 is May 15 to June 26; 

Session 2 will be held June 28 to 
Aug. 11. Visit Harrisburg.psu.
edu/summer for details.

Register by calling 717-948-6250 
or emailing hbgadmit@psu.edu.

Low-cost vaccine clinic 
for cats/dogs scheduled

Steelton Community Cats 
is sponsoring a low-cost vac-
cine clinic for cats and dogs on 
Saturdays, June 3 and July 8, at 
Steelton Community Cats, 1 N. 
Front St., Steelton. Registration 
is at 9:30 a.m., and clinic hours 
are 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.  

For more information, call 
717-877-4146.

 

Bingo blast to be 
held in Hummelstown

Hummelstown Fire Company, 
249 E. Main St., Hummelstown, 
is sponsoring a Bingo Blast at 
7 p.m. Saturday, May 27. Doors 
open at 5 p.m.

Middletown Community 
Pool opening Saturday

The Middletown Community 
Pool will open Saturday, May 27. 
Season passes for 2017 are avail-
able now. 

For more information, contact 
Olmsted recreation at 717-948-
3318 or sklinger@raiderweb.org. 

TOWN TOPICS

Unidentified person won’t 
answer questions under oath

Please see SHOOTING, page A4

Memorial Day Holiday 
Collection Schedule

Monday 05/29/17

RESIDENTIAL CUSTOMERS:

Due to the Memorial Day Holiday, all regular Penn Waste 
trash and recycling collections will be delayed one (1) day. 
Monday customers will be collected on Tuesday. Tuesday 
customers will be collected on Wednesday and so on for 

the remainder of the week through Saturday.

Please visit our web site at www.pennwaste.com for 
specific municipality information. 

Sign Up for our E-News Updates to receive collection 
updates sent directly to your e-mail inbox!

Penn Waste wishes all of our customers
a safe and happy holiday!

buy them.
Suglia and Knull both pointed 

to members of  their families who 
are veterans. Suglia added that he 
gives discounts to veterans and 
first-responders at his businesses. 

Suglia initially said in an email 
to council and borough officials 
— made public by McGlone as the 
banners were going up on May 9 
— that the banner program should 
be closed until late 2018, when 
the first banners sold through 
McGlone would be returned to the 
people and businesses that bought 
them. He took a more conciliatory 
approach Wednesday, saying it 
could restart in early 2018.

Bidding process
Suglia reiterated his stance that 

his main reason for not allowing 

McGlone to reopen the program 
and sell more banners through 
the borough is that doing so could 
put the borough at risk of  violating 
state law concerning competitive 
bidding.

“I rise in support of  numer-
ous residents and citizens of  
the Middletown area to expand 
what has been a very successful 
Middletown Hometown Heroes 
banner program,” McGlone said, 
reading a prepared statement. “I 
urge leadership to turn course 
and put aside our differences in 
order to meet the demands of  this 
worthwhile program.”

McGlone in her statement 
acknowledged that selling more 
banners through the borough on 
top of  the 88 already sold would re-
quire borough staff obtain quotes 
from three vendors, as the amount 

would meet or exceed $10,800.
“All we need are three telephon-

ic or written quotes. No formal 
bidding procedures are needed. No 
more concerns, no more excuses. 
Only action,” McGlone said in her 
statement.

Under state law, the borough 
must get quotes from three ven-
dors whenever the amount of  a 
good or service that the borough 
is purchasing equals or exceeds 
$10,800. 

Even though the money to buy 
the banners is coming from pri-
vate individuals and businesses, 
the purchase becomes subject to 
state procurement law when this 
money gets deposited into a bor-
ough account, Borough Manager 
Ken Klinepeter has said.

The 88 banners already sold 
through the borough at $85 a piece 
would not have reached the $10,800 
threshold. 

But if  McGlone was allowed to 
reopen the program the cost of  
any additional banners sold would 

have to be added to the cost of  the 
banners already sold.

As a result, the new total would 
likely meet or exceed $10,800. If  the 
total purchase price of the banners 
with the new ones added in meets 
or exceeds $19,800, the borough 
would have to subject the purchase 
to competitive bidding under state 
law, Klinepeter has said.

Too many already?
Moreover, Suglia contends that 

the 88 banners McGlone has al-
ready sold through the borough is 
too many, as the borough only has 
58 of  the green decorative historic 
light poles to hang them on.

Suglia has said the banners were 
never meant to be hung on utility 
poles — although the borough has 
already hung a number of  the ban-
ners on utility poles on Vine, West 
Main, and Ann streets.

“We can’t put them on every 
doggone pole,” he said. “Somebody 
will have an accident driving down 
looking at every banner.”

The banner program “was not 
planned out well and implemented 
poorly,” Suglia said. “We need 
to purchase the banners legally 
and hang the banners safely. If  
(borough) staff raises concerns I 
am going to take it very seriously 
and take action. That doesn’t mean 
I don’t support the program. That 
means I am doing my job.”

Knull said she supports the ban-
ner program but is concerned over 
“how (the program) was presented 
to council and how all the details 
were not hashed out prior to it 
being put out to the public.”

Tired of the talk?
It appeared that the controversy 

had taken such a toll that council 
members just wanted to move 
on. The highly charged public 
back and forth between McGlone 
and Suglia and Knull points to a 
greater problem regarding dissen-
sion within the current council, 
said Councilor Anne Einhorn.

“It’s more about the council than 
about the issue,” Einhorn said. 
“We just have to stop whatever has 
been done in the past and move 
beyond it.”

McGlone after her motion failed 
brought up running the program 
through veterans organizations. 
The borough would only have to 

buy more brackets to hang the 
banners on more poles, with the 
money coming from a $25,000 fund 
that council had already set aside 
for town beautification efforts as 
part of  the 2017 budget.

Suglia asked McGlone reach out 
to the groups and report back to 
council. He also suggested that 
this time, more than one council 
member should be involved in the 
program.

“Maybe instead of  one person 
why not work as a team? But some 
people can’t do that,” he said. “You 
get a lot further working as a team 
than you do as an individual.”

However, McGlone requested 
that another councilor step in to 
approach the veterans groups to 
continue the banners program and 
said she was “removing myself  
from this program.” 

Councilor Ben Kapenstein 
volunteered to reach out to the 
veterans groups. 

There should be no legal prob-
lems with the banners program 
going through a veterans organi-
zation, as long as the arrangement 
protects the borough from run-
ning afoul of  state procurement 
laws, said Esch McCombie, an 
attorney who was at the council 
meeting on behalf  of  borough so-
licitor McNees Wallace & Nurick.

BANNERS: Division between council members evident as talks over military banners continue
From page A1

“We can’t put them on every doggone 
pole. Somebody will have an accident 
driving down looking at every banner.”

council president Damon Suglia

at noon Wednesday, June 7 for the 
end-of-school year-celebration. 

Sue Layton-Klinger is director 
of  the Olmsted Recreation Board, 
which runs the pool. She said there 
is no set schedule for when certain 
activities and events will be held 
at the pool yet, but there will be a 
DJ twice this summer, once for the 
first day on May 27 and the other 
on July 4.

After June 7, the pool will be 
open from noon to 8 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday, and open 1 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. on Sundays. The cost for 
resident adults is $6 and students 
is $4. For non-residents, the cost is 
$8 for adults and $6 for students.

Before the pool opens for an-
other year, it had to undergo a 
restoration process.

In addition to the normal prepa-
rations such as making sure the 
chemicals are ready to work and 
hiring and training staff members, 
the pool underwent a repainting 
project.

“We are absolutely done with all 
the painting,” Middletown Public 
Works employee Adam Erdman 
said Wednesday afternoon, May 
17.

The filling of  the pool with water 
started Monday, May 22. About 
400,000 gallons of  water will be 
used to fill the pool, according to 
John Hevel with the Public Works 
Department. He and Casey Coble 
were installing pool toys in the 
pool before turning the water on 
shortly before 8 a.m. Monday.

Mulch was added to vegetation 
surrounding the outside of  the 
pool Tuesday, May 16, and work-
ers were continuing to add it to 
a small resting area in a corner 
of  the property on the afternoon 

of  May 17 in addition to power-
washing picnic tables. 

“I think by the end of  next week, 
we should be ready to go,” Erd-
man said.

The painting portion was the 
first project done to the pool since 

the entire pool and pool house 
were gutted and redone thanks 
to a multimillion-dollar grant in 
2011. Regular pool maintenance 
involves draining the pool and 
power-washing everything. The 
pool is never drained entirely as 
that could lead to cracked and/or 
collapsed walls.

The new paint job is not the only 
change to the pool for this year. 
Starting this year, the pool has 
its own swimming lesson teach-
ers, which makes it easier to host 
swimming lessons. 

Four sessions are available 
during the summer beginning in 
mid-June. 

Another change for visitors is 
this year, outside food, drinks, 
and coolers are not permitted to 
be brought into the pool area.

One thing that won’t change 
is the fact that help for the pool 
comes in the form of  local high 
school students. 

Layton-Klinger said some help-
ers begin when they are 15 and stay 
until they complete their college 
education, which is good for her 
since she says she enjoys working 
with kids.

“That’s where my heart is, the 
kids in the community,” Layton-
Klinger said. “That’s something 
that keeps me going.”

POOL: Area around pool gets spruced up for new season as well
From page A1

STAFF PHOTO BY DAVID BARR

Casey Coble rakes mulch into a container while Kyle Plumber takes a load to its new location at the Middletown pool 
Wednesday afternoon, May 17. Both Coble and Plumber are members of the Middletown Public Works Department.

“That’s where my heart is, 
the kids in the community. 
That’s something that 
keeps me going.”

Sue Layton-Klinger, director of 
the Olmsted Recreation Board
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 Satisfaction Guaranteed 
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K. M. Knight
Funeral Home

31 Second Street, Highspire   939-5602
D. Duke Cuckovic Jr., Owner

Prince Edwin-Spring Creek
Lodge No. 486 F.&A.M.

Prince Edwin-Spring CreekPrince Edwin-Spring Creek
Lodge No. 486 F.&A.M.Lodge No. 486 F.&A.M.

131 W. Emaus St. Middletown 
717-944-6250

131 W. Emaus St. Middletown 131 W. Emaus St. Middletown 
717-944-6250717-944-6250

Proudly Honoring Those 
Who Served

Proudly Honoring Those Proudly Honoring Those 
Who ServedWho Served

Lodge No. 486 F.&A.M.Lodge No. 486 F.&A.M.

ready for the resource revolution

SUEZ Supports Veterans.

www.mysuezwater.com

MEMORIAL DAY 2017
REMEMBER THOSE WHO SERVED

In Honor and Thanks
Gregory A. Anoia, O.D.
Modern and Classic Eyewear Styles

120 W. Water St.
Middletown 

“The Patient Friendly Practice”    
944-3201

“Thanks For Our Freedom”
SHARP 
CUTS

944-1000

Elwood's Service Station

717-944-9255

Main & Catherine Streets, Middletown

STATE FARM
INSURANCE

STEVE LANE, Agent
735 N. Union Street, Middletown

944-1308

Family Dentistry
Samuel E. Selcher, D.M.D

Office Hours By Appointment
700 Spring Garden Drive, Middletown

944-0426 • selcherdental.com

A Proud Tribute to America’s Heroes
David H. Judy

Magisterial District Judge

999 West Harrisburg Pike999 West Harrisburg Pike999 West Harrisburg Pike999 West Harrisburg Pike
Middletown, PA 17057Middletown, PA 17057Middletown, PA 17057Middletown, PA 17057

(717) 944 (717) 944 (717) 944 (717) 944 –––– 3351335133513351

A campus of Wellness, Rehabilitation A campus of Wellness, Rehabilitation A campus of Wellness, Rehabilitation A campus of Wellness, Rehabilitation 
and Life Long Learning…and Life Long Learning…and Life Long Learning…and Life Long Learning…

For More Information about The Middletown Home
Check out our new website! 

www.middletownhome.org

Us on Facebook

https://www.facebook.com/middletownhome/

h� ps://www.facebook.com/middletownhome/

A Campus of Wellness, Rehabilitation 
and Life Long Learning…

For More Information about � e Middletown
Home, Check out our new website!

 middletownhome.org
999 West Harrisburg Pike

Middletown, PA 17057
(717) 944-3351

Call for appointment 944.4031
EyeCareEyeWearCenter.com

WALTER R. GUSS, II, O.D.
Comprehensive Eyecare and Contact Lenses

1093 N. Union Street
Middletown
1093 N. Union Street
Middletown

ROYALTON BOROUGH COUNCIL 
& MAYOR OXENFORD

101 Northumberland Street H 944-4831

We Salute Our Heroes and She-roes Honoring All Veterans
VASTINE’S AUTO 

SERVICE, INC.
Middletown
944-7154

1001 Eisenhower Blvd., Harrisburg • 939-9536
Mon.-Thurs. & Sun. 8 am-1 am; Fri. & Sat. 8 am-2 am

WWW.ABCEAST.COM
HHH Remembering All Veterans HHH

1001 Eisenhower Blvd., Harrisburg 939-9536

MIDDLETOWN POST 594
AMERICAN LEGION

The offi cers and members of this great post join with 
neighbors and friends in remembering those who sacrifi ced 

their lives in all wars on this Memorial Day, 
a day set aside for this purpose by the 

Congress of the United States of America.

Fly Your Flag

(717) 616-8646
www.FrankRoweAndSon.com

26 South Union Street
Middletown

5435 Jonestown Rd., Harrisburg
545-6103 • 545-9859

Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Mon., Thurs., Fri. 6-9; Sat. 9-3
www.gipefl oorandwallcovering.com • PA009846

5435 Jonestown Rd., Harrisburg

FLOOR & WALL COVERING

Visit Our Complete ShowroomVisit Our Complete Showroom

Come Raise A 
Flag With Us!
(717) 616-8799
1 s. union st., middletown
tatteredflagbsw.com

THIS SECTION IS SUPPORTED BY THESE COMMUNITY MINDED SPONSORS:
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1 N. Union St., Middletown 
944-3301

Mon. - Sat. 6 am - 9 pm; Sun. 8 am - 8 pm

Breakfast • Lunch 
Family Dining

Keith Matinchek, Owner
Nick Taddeo, Mgr. 

Brownstone Cafe

Professional Eye Care and Optical Boutique
Celebrating 56 years of serving the community!

29 West Main Street, Hummelstown
717-566-3216   www.kirmaneye.com

AIUM CERTIFIED IN OBSTETRIC 
AND GYNECOLOGIC ULTRASOUND

8105 Adams Dr., Ste. B, Hummelstown • 717-482-8115 • FAX 717-482-8364 
www.woodwardassociates.com

Like us on 
Facebook

Bridget F. Berich, D.O. 
Gerald Woodward, M.D.
John R. Mantione, M.D.

Stephen Segrave-Daly, M.D. 
Deborah J. Herchelroath, D.O

Caring For You Like FamilyCaring For You Like Family

Proud to 
Honor All 
Veterans!

MIDDLETOWN MOOSE LODGE

 Lodge #410 Family Center
100 Mill St., Middletown

944-5761

Law Office of
PANNEBAKER & MOHR, P.C.

General Practice of Law
Estate Planning & Administration

Business      Real Estate
(717) 944-1333

4000 Vine Street, Middletown, PA 17057

Our sincere appreciation to all who have served 
and sacrificed for our country. 

You will never be forgotten.

LONDONDERRY TOWNSHIP
783 S. Geyers Church Rd., Middletown

944-1803               www.londonderrypa.org

waggintailspetcamp@yahoo.com 

717.930.0103

Emily Botterbusch
Owner / Operator

www.waggintailspetcamp.com

DALE A. SINNIGER & SON
Electrical Contractors

Residential & Commercial Wiring
Free Estimates • 944-3419 or 944-6766

New & Old Wiring • Code Updates • Phone  & TV Cable Wiring
Electric Heat • Electric Smoke Detectors 

Fully Insured • Licensed Electricians • 40 Years Experience

REMEMBER THOSE WHO SERVED

MEMORIAL DAY 2017

(717) 939-9447
305 2nd Street, Highspire

Snazee Snips

We salute you!

568 N. Union St., Middletown, PA
944-3441

www.gingrichmemorials.com

“A Tribute to Life”

SONS OF THE 
AMERICAN LEGION

SQUADRON 594

On this day, as we should every day, 
let us remember not only the price 

of our freedom, but all who sacrifi ced their 
lives to secure it.

FOUNDER: Frank E. Matinchek

OWNER/SUPERVISOR: Zachary E. Matinchek

260 East Main Street, Middletown – 944-7015

Our Family Proudly Serving 
Yours Since 1961.

Middletown’s Oldest Family-Owned
and Operated Funeral Home

EMORIAL DAY
Memorial Day represents something more than just another day off from work. In this time 
of national and world uncertainty, we have been reminded of the need for a strong, unifi ed 
national identity-a spirit of cooperation. It’s increasingly important that we, as Americans, 
learn to appreciate what we have: our resources, the varied qualities we have in each other. 
It is a time to refl ect on the work and sacrifi ce of those who fought for our right to a secure, 
profi table life. Our veterans stand out in this group. Through the decades, from our very 
beginning, our service men and women have given their youth, risked personal safety and 
comfort to protect and prolong what we know as the American Way of Life. Many have lost 
their lives. At this time, we feel it crucial to honor the memory of those men and women, to 
keep it alive in all of us. It’s time to start working together again to keep our values intact.

���������������������������M
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS, David A. King, Grand Master
REBEKAH ASSEMBLY OF PENNSYLVANIA, Lee Etta Mansberry, President

Honoring All Who Served
Jeff Haste
Mike Pries

George P. Hartwick, III
Dauphin County 
Commissioners

436 E. Main St. (Mid-Town Plaza) • 944-1640
Mon.-Fri. 9-8; Sat. 9-5; Closed Sun.

“Middletown’s Exclusive Pharmacy & Hallmark Gold Crown Gift Shop”
436 EAST MAIN STREET •  MIDDLETOWN, PA 17057   •   717-944-1640

Monday – Friday 9am – 8pm  •   Saturday 9am – 5pm   •   Sunday – closed
www.MIDDLETOWNRX.com

FAMILY PHARMACY • HALLMARK CARD GIFT SHOP • LOCAL DELIVERY

“WHERE PERSONAL SERVICE COMES FIRST”

IDDLETOWN
TIRE & ALIGNMENTM

Exhaust • Struts • Alignments • Inspections • Batteries • Brakes • Shocks
33R Market Street • Royalton • 944-1925

Monday-Friday 8-6; Saturday 8-1

HHH Thank You Veterans HHH

Proudly We Honor 
All Veterans

HIGHSPIRE
BOROUGH

640 Eshelman St., Highspire, PA • 939-3303

MICHAEL J. 
SMITH

1281 28th Street
Harrisburg

Magisterial District Judge

Middletown Memorial VFW Post 1620

“Honoring the Dead by Serving the Living”

Michele     
  Hughes  
    Lutz

131 Dock St., Royalton 944-5425
Michele & Doug Lutz, Owners

Creations with you in mind
&PRESS

 JOURNAL
PRESSANDJOURNAL.COM

We’ve been here for generations, just like you.

LOCALLY OWNED SINCE 1854

2 Clinton Avenue, Middletown  717.944.4005
info@middletownlumber.com  middletownlumber.com

THIS SECTION IS SUPPORTED BY THESE COMMUNITY MINDED SPONSORS:
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Brothers In Grace
Southern Gospel Concert

Sunday, May 28th at 7 pm
Valley Baptist Church

1190 North Union Street, Middletown
Please call 944-9651 for more info.

A love o� ering will be received.

By Larry Etter
Press & Journal Staff

The 2017 varsity baseball season 
came to a close for Middletown’s 
nine seniors and their teammates 
Tuesday, May 16, in Enola.

And, unfortunately, the team 
came up short in its quest to finish 
on a winning note as the playoff-
bound East Pennsboro Panthers 
posted a 10-0 shutout over the 
Blue Raiders. 

The Raiders finished with a 9-11 
record. 

While the loss and the final 
record were disappointing, this 
season still had its good moments, 
something seniors Joe Brady, 
Richard Castagna, Jimmy Fitzpat-
rick, Carlos Frias, Stephen Klein-
felter, Michael Mattes, Tristen 
Maxwell, Johan Sanchez-Padilla 
and Noah Zimmerman can take 
with them as they move on to the 
next stages of  their lives.

Among the nine wins were 
victories over Lower Dauphin, 
Bishop McDevitt, and Susque-
hanna Township, a pair of  excit-
ing triumphs over Trinity and 
the expected wins over Steelton-
Highspire and Milton Hershey. 

On May 2, in the first meeting 
between Middletown and East 
Pennsboro, the Blue Raiders had 
battled back from a 5-2 deficit to 
tie the score at 5 in the bottom of  
the seventh inning. 

In the bottom of  the eighth, an 
out call at home plate denied the 
Raiders their chance to pull off an 
upset and the game was not settled 
until an inning later. In that decid-

ing frame the Panthers scored 3 
runs in the top of  the stanza and 
the Raiders scored twice in the bot-
tom, but could not get the tying or 

winning run home as their guests 
held on for an 8-7 win. 

In the May 16 season finale for 
the Blue Raiders, the game went 

scoreless through three and a half  
innings before the host Panthers 
broke the deadlock with two runs 
in the bottom of  the fourth. The 

Raiders, frustrated after leaving 
five runners on base in four in-
nings, saw a close game quickly 
slip away as East Pennsboro plated 

five runs in the home half  of  the 
fifth frame to take control. 

With no runs to show for their ef-
forts, and trailing 7-0 heading into 
the sixth inning, the Middletown 
batters went down in order. The 
Panthers picked up three more 
runs in the bottom of  the inning 

MAHS BASEBALL

Blue Raiders’ season comes to an end

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DAWN ZIMMERMAN

The Blue Raiders’ senior infield gets together for the last time on the mound vs. East Pennsboro on Tuesday, May 16.

Noah Zimmerman gets ready to fire 
a pitch during his last time on the 
mound as a Blue Raider.

Please see BASEBALL, page B2

The Middletown boys and girls 
track teams finished their seasons 
in the 2017 PIAA District III Cham-
pionships held Friday and Satur-
day at Shippensburg University.

In AAA, the boys team earned 
only one point to finish tied for 
46th out of  48 teams. Carlisle won 
at 72 points.

Junior Tyrelle Gallatin of  
Middletown finished eighth in the 
finals at 11.27 after running a 11.30 
in the preliminaries and an 11.09 
in the semifinals. 

That earned the Blue Raiders 
their only point of  the day.

Freshman Jose Lopez of  Middle-
town, the only freshman in the 
event, didn’t advance out of  the 
preliminaries. He ran an 11.51.

Ronald Kent of  Harrisburg won 
with a time of  10.73 in the finals of  
the boys 100 meter dash in AAA. 

Senior Hunter Landis finished 
9th in the boys shot put at 50-00.50. 
He finished 16th in the discus at 
126-03.00.

In the 4-by-100 meter boys relays, 
the Middletown squad of  Antonio 
Gamble, Malik Noon, Jose Lopez 
and Tyrelle Gallatin finished 15th 
out of  15 teams with a time of  44.88.

The Middletown girls finished 
tied for 14th out of  21 teams in 
AA with 18 points. Fairfield won 
at 88 points.

Senior Rowan Sessa finished 
third in the AA girls 300 meter 
hurdles at 48.14 to earn 6 points. 
Mia Kilroy of  Trinity won at 46.33. 
In the 100 meter hurdles, Sessa ran 
a 17.34 in the prelims to advance 
to the semifinals, where she ran 
a 17.52, falling short of  the finals. 

Middletown junior Morgan 
Noon finished third in the AA girls 
discus at 105-09.00 to earn 6 points. 

Senior Ashley Kerr of  Eastern 
York won at 114-05.00.

In the girls javelin, Middletown 
junior Ashley Barni finished sixth 
at 103-05.00 to earn 3 points. Mid-

dletown junior Keely Lombardi 
finished 11th at 90-00.00. Junior 
Joeleen Wakefield of  Columbia 
won at 111.06-00.

Blue Raider senior Bianca 

Jasper finished seventh in the 
AA girls high jump at 4-08.00 to 
earn 2 points. Delone Catholic 
sophomore Julianna Malesky won 
at 5-00.00.

In the AA girls 200 meter dash, 
Blue Raider sophomore Jocilyn 
Koser ran a 26.78 in the prelims and 
a 27.29 in the semifinals to advance 
to the finals, where she finished 
eighth out of  eight runners at 
27.48. She earned 1 point. She was 
disqualified in the 400 meters. In 
the 100 meter dash, she ran a 13.33 
in the prelims, advancing to the 
semifinals. Her 13.37 was not good 
enough to get her into the finals.

Middletown senior Jessica 
Knisely finished 10th in the AA 
girls pole vault at 7-06.00. Sopho-
more Kayla Long of  Annville-
Cleona won at 10-06.00.

MAHS TRACK

Boys and girls track teams reach 
finish line at district competition

Penn State Harrisburg discus 
thrower Cameron Yon will head to 
the NCAA Track and Field Cham-
pionships on May 25-27 looking for 
a national title.

Last year, as a freshman, Yon 
finished as the third best discus 
tosser in all of  Division III. 

Yon and Jalil Clayton repre-

sented the Penn State Harrisburg 
men’s track and field team well at 
the ECAC Championships, which 
were held May 17-18 in Westfield, 
Massachusetts. 

Clayton claimed first place in the 
110 meter hurdles and third place 
in the 400 meter hurdles. 

Yon took second place in the 

discus — just as he did last year. 
However, his 53.54 meter toss was 
good enough to send him to the 
NCAA championships. 

Not only did Clayton earn a first 
place medal in 110 meter hurdles, 
he also claimed a third place medal 
in the 400 meter and finished 10th 
in the high jump. 

Alex White also competed in 
the high jump alongside Clayton. 

Joseph Rebarchak earned a top 
10 finish by coming in eighth in the 
javelin throw. 

The Penn State Harrisburg men 
came in 13th overall in a field of  31 
teams from across the Northeast 
region. 

Discus standout heading to national championships
PSU TRACK

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY JODI OCKER 

Rowan Sessa clears a hurdle in a meet vs. Bishop McDevitt on March 28. She 
finished third in the AA girls 300 meter hurdles in the 2017 PIAA District III 
Championships held Friday and Saturday at Shippensburg University.

Morgan Noon puts the shot May 9 
vs. Cedar Cliff. The junior finished 
third in the AA girls discus at 
105-09.00 to earn 6 points in the 
District III Championships. 

TONY’S BEVERAGE
COLD CASES | SODA | ICE | SNACKS | MICRO BREWS | IMPORTS | KEGS

PRICES GOOD THRU 5/30/2017

CIGARETTES AT STATE MINIMUM PRICES  |  INSTANT & ONLINE LOTTERY TICKETS

HOURS: MON.-SAT. 9-9; SUN. 10-5 
40 EAST EMAUS STREET, MIDDLETOWN (717) 944-7102

CALL NOW TO RESERVE YOUR KEG  | *ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO PA SALES TAX

BUD & BUD LIGHT

CORONA & 
CORONA LIGHT

NATURAL LIGHT & ICE

30 PK CANS

$1699*

$2299*
30 PK CANS 30 PK CANS

$1899*

$3099*
24-12 oz. NR BOTTLES

BUD LIGHT LIME & 
MICHELOB ULTRA

BUD LIGHT RITA

$2099*
30 PK CANS

Memorial Day Specials

$1399*

$2399*

YUENGLING LAGER & 
LAGER LIGHT

ROLLING ROCK
$1999*

30 PK CANS 12-8 OZ. CANS

BUSCH & BUSCH LIGHT

ALL 
FLAVORS

24-12 oz. NR BOTTLES

Local sports coverage focused on your 
hometown athletes.
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and closed out the 10-0 win early. 
Back in the first inning, Cast-

agna was hit by a pitch with one out 
and Blake Jacoby singled with two 
gone, but both were left stranded 
by winning pitcher Chris Horst. 

Zimmerman, who started on the 
hill for the Middletown side, had 
good innings in the first, second 
and third that kept the Panthers 
off the scoreboard. 

Fitzpatrick singled in the second 
with two outs, but he, too, was left 
on base. 

In the top of  the fourth Jacoby 
was safe on an error leading off 
and David Alcock laid down a bunt 
single. Both runners advanced on 
a throwing error on the play and 
the Middletown side had its first 
two runners in scoring position 
with no outs. 

But Horst sat down the next 
three batters in order to escape 
trouble and took away the Raiders’ 
best chances to score. 

Three singles and a sacrifice fly 
produced the two runs for the Pan-

thers in the bottom of  the fourth 
as East Pennsboro took a 2-0 lead. 

Horst sat down the Raiders in 
order in the top of  the fifth and 
then the action took a dramatic 
turn in the home half. 

Two walks and a pair of  fielding 
errors by the Middletown defense, 
followed by a two-RBI single by 
East Penn’s Nick Embleton, pro-
duced the first three runs of  the 
inning. 

A two-out double by Zach Um-
holtz drove in two more as the 
host team jumped out to a 7-0 
advantage. 

During that outburst Fitzpatrick 
had replaced Zimmerman on 
the mound. Another 1-2-3 inning 
by Horst further frustrated the 
Middletown batting order in the 
top of  the sixth. 

In the home half, Fitzpatrick 
struck out Adam Balvanz and Aus-
tin Sipe for the first two outs, but 
the Panthers shook off the shaky 
start and produced the final three 
deciding runs off a walk, an error 
and three straight hits to lock up 
the win.

BASEBALL: Tough end to season
From page B1

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DAWN ZIMMERMAN

Richard Castagna dives back into first vs. East Pennsboro on Tuesday, May 16.

Joe Brady gets ready to take a cut.

On Sunday, May 28, the Penn-
sylvania Fish and Boat Com-
mission will host a Fish for Free 
day to allow anyone (resident 
or non-resident) to legally fish 
on all Pennsylvania waterways. 

No license is required, but all 
other fishing regulations will 

still apply. 
This is the first of  two dates set 

by the PFBC to enhance fishing 
opportunities. The next day is In-
dependence Day, Tuesday, July 4. 

Find more information at 
http://fishandboat.com/fish-
forfree.htm.

Fish for Free Day will be held Saturday

Jimmy Fitzpatrick pitches for the last time as a Blue Raider.Steve Kleinfelter fields a grounder.

Penn State Harrisburg held its 
annual awards banquet and cer-
emony in honor of  all the student-
athletes who participated in a 
varsity sport during the 2016-2017 
academic year on Friday, April 28. 

Athletics director Rahsaan 
Carlton opened the ceremony, 
reminding the students of  the 
importance of  what they do, and 
thanking them for their efforts in 
leading their teams to success over 
the past year. 

The head coaches of  each team 
then came up to the stage and 
honored their outstanding players 
and seniors for the season. 

Each team gave out the Scholar-
Athlete Award, the Newcomer 
of  the Year Award, the Coaches 
Award and the Most Valuable 
Player Award. 

Lastly, they all brought out 
this year’s seniors to honor their 
commitment to their athletic pro-
grams and gave a special award to 
the seniors who had stayed at Penn 
State Harrisburg for all four years 
of  their athletic career.

Penn State 
Harrisburg 
honors its 
student-athletes

No Card 
Needed 
To Save!
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KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE 3/81/17 – 4/3/17

MUST BUY 10 LB

199
lb.

FILL        
FREEZERFREEZERFREEZERFREEZERFREEZERFREEZERFREEZEREvent

THE

FRESH ALL NATURAL
BONELESS SKINLESS

CHICKEN BREAST

LEAN 
CHOPPED STEAK 349

lb.

MUST BUY 10 LB+

50CT WHITE

LITTLENECK

CLAMS

$12ea.

SAVE $3 EA

FRESH ALL NATURAL

CHICKEN
DRUMSTICKS 59¢

lb.

MUST BUY 5 LB

USDA CHOICE BONELESS

TOP ROUND
STEAKS 399

lb.

USDA CHOICE
BONELESS NY
STRIP STEAKS 999

lb.

NESTLE PURELIFE

WATER 24PK/.5L 199
ea.

MUST BUY 3

2 LITER
PEPSI OR BRISK 99¢

ea.

MUST BUY 4

1LB FRESH CALIFORNIA

STRAWBERRIES
2/$5 JUMBO SWEET

CANTALOUPE 179
ea.

Stanton Lester Garber
Gerald L. Waite
Glenn Graham

Edward P. Shiley
Earl W. Rutter

William A. Swinehart
Francis O. DuBeau
Paul Barry Crow

Robert G. Linderman
Clark Berrier
Daniel R. Porr

Stuart F. Madara
Harry R. Moser

William A. Novak
Ronald M. Brown
Robert C. Trego
Albert L. Whitsel
Herbert E. Sload

William Joseph McNulty
Marlin Charles Zimmerman

George J. Lowe
Elwood L. Ierley

John Paul Williammee
Louis H. Souders

Thomas J. Williams
John J. Schmidt

Charles E. Meinsler
Kenneth G. Gordon

Adam Mallick
Richard J. Bauer
Ralph O. McCleaf
Joseph E. Barbara

Melvin E. Judy

260 East Main Street, Middletown • Zac@matinchekfh.com • (717) 944-7015

Remembering Those Who Served...

Friday, May 26TH • 8 TO 11 PM • DOORS OPEN @ 7 PM

Kick-off your Memorial Day weekend with food, fun & dancing!

at THE EVENT PLACE
11 South Union Street IN Downtown Middletown

PLEASE CALL: (717) 421-9239 OR (717) 902-9005 FOR TICKETS!

BYOB
$20 ADVANCE TICKETS/$25 AT DOOR

New hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-7 pm & Sat. 8 am-5 pm & sun. 11 am-4 pm

PLUS: Asparagus, Spinach, Strawberries & Local Honey

Bedding Plants, 
Hanging Baskets & More!

located in chambers hill area off  rt. 322
(717) 564-3130 | stritesorchard.com

Growers of Quality Fruits & Vegetables In Season
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Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street • 944-5835
Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

Ebenezer African Methodist Episcopal Church
329 Market Street, Middletown
Pastor C. VICTORIA BROWN, M.Div. • 215-280-0798
Church School - 10 am •Worship Service - 11 am

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of  441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 939-0766 
Sunday Worship:
Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am
Christian Child Care - 985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown
717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 
Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown
944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF
Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

New Beginnings Church 
at the Riverside Chapel
630 South Union St., Middletown • 388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am
Pastor Britt Strohecker
Everyone Is Welcome!

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 944-4322
Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown
Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Sunday Worship - 10 am 
Sunday Church School  - 9 am - for all ages
Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   
Parish Office 944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown
PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Pastor James Lyles, 10xBetter
Phone 944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

To list your church service here, call 944-4628 
or email info@pressandjournal.com

for more information.

Directory 
of Services Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church

Calvary Church has been a part of  the 
Middletown Borough community since 
1936. It has been our privilege to proclaim 
the good news of  Jesus Christ all these 
years and to do so knowing the good news 
has never changed in over 2000 years. We 
firmly hold to the Apostles Creed and the 
Westminster Confession of  Faith and its 
Larger and Shorter Catechisms as clearly 

teaching what Scripture teaches. If  we believe the Gospel of  
Christ, then by trusting in his death and resurrection for sin-
ners we can and will be forgiven and saved from God’s wrath. 
Please join us each Sunday to hear the Gospel.

Our services are at 10:15 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. We are located at the 
corner of  Spruce and Emaus 
streets here in Middletown. We 
have a fellowship meal following 
the 10:15 a.m. morning service 
on the first Sunday of  every 
month, free to all who come. We 

also have Sunday school classes 
for all ages at 9 a.m., and a Bible 
Study each Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
We are now studying the Gospel 
of  Luke. 

Feel free to contact us with 
questions at 944-5835.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 
Ebenezer United Methodist Church and 
Childcare, 890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown 
invites everyone to join us for worship on 
Sunday mornings lead by Pastor Brad 
Gilbert.  Our services are relaxed and 
casual. We offer a traditional service at 8:45 
a.m. and a contemporary service with a 
band (electric guitars) at 10:45 a.m. At 10 
a.m., between services, there is a variety of  

Christian Education classes for all ages.   
We have several things hap-

pening at Ebenezer and all are 
welcome. There is a prayer time, 
“Partners in Prayer” that meets 
the first Monday of  each month 
at 7 p.m. Through scripture, 
song, and meditation we experi-
ence the joy of  God’s presence. 

Have a favorite board game? 
“Game Night” is every third 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. We also 
offer a variety of  other groups 
including Bible studies. Any 
other questions please call us at 
939-0766 or e-mail us at ebene-
zerumc890@comcast.net.

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Evangelical Church meets on the corner of  
Spruce and Water Streets at 157 E. Water St., 
Middletown, south of  Main St., behind the 
Turkey Hill convenience store. We invite 
you to attend our Sunday morning activi-
ties: Sunday school is at 9 a.m. and worship 
is at 10:15 a.m. When you walk in the door, 
you will see people of  all ages and walks of  
life, some dressed formally and others 

casually in jeans and sneakers. Come as you are.
Our greeters wear nametags, 

so they are easy to find and they 
will be happy to help you if  you 
need any assistance or have a 
question. We celebrate com-
munion the first Sunday of  each 
month. In the spirit of  Jesus 
Christ, and as a congregation in 
the United Methodist Church, 
we welcome all (baptized or un-
baptized) to partake of  the holy 
sacrament. We invite you to ex-
perience life at Evangelical UMC. 
Whether you are looking for a 
community, are lonely, searching 
for the meaning of  life, or want 
to know more about Jesus, our 
doors are open for you. Check 
our website to learn more about 
us: www.eumch.org.

 This week’s worship assistants 
are as follows: Guest Pastor - Rev. 
Dan Gilbert; Worship Leader – 
John Burkholder; Accompanist 
- Charlene Walters; Audio Visual 
- Steve Moyer and Jamal Warren; 

Choir Director - Erich Schlicher; 
Children’s Time - Kim Schlicher; 
Greeters – Nancy Heaton, Jean 
Kaylor and Mary Jane Rife; Head 
Usher - John Burkholder; Nurs-
ery Caregivers - Deb Lidle, Joyce 
Moyer, and our choir members.

 The alter flowers this week 
are given in memory of  mother 
Vera Ranck by Donna and John 
Burkholder.

This week’s schedule of  activi-
ties is as follows:

 Wed., May 24: 6 p.m., Alcohol-
ics Anonymous Group Book 
Study; 6:30 p.m., Choir practice.

 Thurs., May 25: 6 p.m., Girl 
Scout meeting.

 Sun., May 28: 9 a.m., Sunday 
school; 10:15 a.m., Worship Ser-
vice.

Tues., May 30: 2 p.m., Prayer 
Shawl Ministry; 6 p.m., God’s 
Kitchen at Wesley, meal provided 
by Wesley.

New Beginnings Church of Middletown
We are an independent body of  believers 
offering God’s invitation for a new begin-
ning to all who seek it. We exist to meet the 
spiritual, emotional and physical needs of  
all people through faith in Jesus Christ. We 
are a Safe Sanctuary congregation. New 
Beginnings Church invites you to worship 
with us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Nursery 
and children’s church is provided. 

Our congregation meets at Riv-
erside Chapel, 630 S. Union St., 
next to the Rescue Fire Company. 
Sunday School for all ages is at 9 
a.m. We are handicap accessible 
via ramp at back door. Youth Fel-
lowship is from 5 to 7 p.m. For ad-
ditional church information call 
944-9595. For security purposes 
our back and side doors will be 
locked every Sunday morning at 
10:30 a.m. at the start of  worship. 
The only door for entry after that 
will be the front door.

 Mondays: Bible Study for 
seniors meets at noon before So-
ciable’s; Sociable Seniors group 
meets the 1st and 3rd Monday of  
every month from 1 to 3 p.m. 

 Wednesdays: Craft Group, 1 
p.m.; Choir rehearsals, 6:30 p.m.

  Thursdays: Blanket making is 
the 2nd Thursday of  every month 
at 9 a.m.; Intercessory Prayer 
Group meets Thursdays at 6 p.m. 

 Saturdays: We clean the 
Middletown Food Bank the 3rd 
Saturday every other month. Ev-
eryone is welcome to participate 
in these important areas of  our 
church life.

 Pastor Britt writes a daily 
devotional on Facebook page, 
“One Way, One Truth, One Life.” 
In addition, he posts a podcast of  
Bible study many days. We invite 
everyone to tune him in for inspi-
ration for their day.

 May ushers: Paula and John 
Bidoli, Mary Mulka and Earl Pe-

ters. Greeter for May: Bill Pond. 
Children’s Church leaders for 
May 28: Julie Myers and Linda 
Waple.

 Bible study on Thursday 
nights at 7 p.m. is on prayer. The 
community is invited.  

 Men’s Group meets every 
Thursday morning at 6 a.m. for 
prayer. Community men invited.

 Wooden pickets for our prayer 
garden, inscribed for the fence, 
are being sold for a cost in mem-
ory of, honor of, or family name. 
Contact Michelle Strohecker at 
717-982-5068. Our 8 ft. cross, made 
out of  nails, is in the prayer gar-
den in the back of  the yard and 
is illuminated every night. Two 
additional crosses are now in the 
garden, one on each side of  the 
main cross. Benches are provided 
for folks to sit on and meditate or 
enjoy the beauty and quietness 
along the creek.

 Our Sunday worship service 
is broadcast on the MAHS radio 
station, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. 
every Sunday afternoon. Listen 
on the radio or the Internet at 
www.pennlive.com/wmss/audio. 
Check us out on our website at 
www.newbeginningschurchmid-
dletownpa.com.

 Pastor Britt’s parting words 
each Sunday: “Nothing in this 
world is more important than the 
love of  Jesus Christ!” We invite 
you to come and experience this 
love.

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
 The Presbyterian Congregation is located at 

the corner of  Union and Water streets in 
downtown Middletown. We are a body of  
Christian people who reach out to others by 
sharing God’s Word, love, and fellowship. 
Warm greetings to one and all as we seek to 
grow closer to our Lord Jesus Christ.

 Wed., 
May 24: 

7:15 p.m., Chancel Choir rehears-
al.

 Church School for all ages 
on Sunday, May 28 from 9:15 to 
10:15 a.m. We encourage parents 
to bring the children and teens 
to class, and adults are welcome 
to the Adult Forum.  The Adult 
Forum will hear from Marga-
ret Hauser, author of  the book, 
“He Is Her Friend,” is the par-
ent of  an intellectually disabled 
woman. She tells the story of  
being caregiver/supporter to her 
daughter Darlene, and son-in-law 
Daniel Hershberger who met 
while attending school through 
the Intermediate Unit, began 
dating, and wanted to marry. You 
can buy her book at the Middle-
town Pharmacy and Amazon.
com. Better yet, come hear her in 
person in this last Adult Forum 
until September.

 Please join us for Sunday wor-
ship at 10:30 a.m. on May 28. This 
will be our Music Director, Dar-
rell Woomer’s last Sunday with 
our congregation. Our sanctuary 
is handicapped accessible, and 
there are also hearing devices 
for anyone wanting to use one. 
Nursery is available during the 
service, as well as Bible Listening 
bags for children to utilize during 
the service. Do join us! 

 Sun., May 28: 6 p.m., Intergen-
erational worship service.

 Mon., May 29: Memorial Day – 
church office closed.  

 Tues., May 30: 1:30 p.m., Book 
discussion at Mateer’s.

 Our electronic newsletter can 
be accessed anytime: (1) Search 
for the website by typing in 
pcmdt.org or Presbyterian Con-
gregation of  Middletown; (2) The 

“home page” opens with a photo 
of  our church bell tower; (3) Go 
to the upper right hand corner of  
the website and click on “re-
sources”; (4) The new page opens 
with options: click on “newslet-
ter.” (These are PDF files, should 
open with Adobe Acrobat).

 The Parish Nurse is available 
by calling the church office at 
717-944-4322. 

 The Presbyterian Congrega-
tion of  Middletown is seeking 
a part-time organist/keyboard-
pianist and choir director. Visit 
www.pcmdt.org for more infor-
mation.

 For further information, see 
our Website www.pcmdt.org, 
visit our Facebook page www.
facebook.com/Presbyterian Con-
gregation, or call the office.

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
We are a Reconciling In Christ Church locat-
ed at Spring & Union Streets (121 N. Spring 
St), Middletown. Please join us for worship. 
Our worship times are: Wednesday morning 
at 10 a.m., Saturday evening at 5 p.m., 
Sunday morning worship at 10 a.m., Sunday 
Church School for all ages begins at 9 a.m. 
Our Sunday worship service is a recording 
of  the 10 a.m. service, which is broadcast at 

11 a.m. on WMSS 91.1FM. Our Saturday service is a casual 
traditional service. This service is usually 45 minutes in length. 
Please enter the church through the parking lot door.

Church and Community 
Events:

 Wed., May 24: 3 p.m., Holy 
Communion – Frey Village; 5:30 
to 9:30 p.m., Event - LH; 7 p.m., 
Chancel Choir.

 Thurs., May 25: Ascension of  
Our Lord; 10 a.m., Holy Commu-
nion – Chapel.

 Fri., May 26: 10 a.m., Gingrich 
Visitation and 11 a.m. Memorial 
Service.

 Sat., May 27: 5 p.m., Holy Com-
munion.

 Sun., May 28: 7Easter; Kierch 
Sunday – Worship will be at Sant 
Peter’s Kierch, on the corner of  
North Union and High Streets. 
All are welcome; 10 a.m., Holy 
Communion. No Sunday Church 
School.

 Mon., May 22: 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., 
Community Dinner – Church of  
God.

 Tues., May 23: 6:30 p.m., 
Women of  St. Peter’s.

Food Pantry News:
 Kids summer food bag items 

are needed while kids are out 
of  school for the summer, the 
pantry gives an additional food 
bag for each child in a family. 

Needed are kids pasta cups, fruit 
cups/applesauce, Rice Krispies 
bars/granola bars, small cere-
als (cups or boxes), and fruit 
snacks. Items always needed 
are toiletries: shampoos, cotton 
swabs, toothpaste, toothbrushes, 
tissues, toilet paper, paper towels, 
detergents, razors, deodorants 
and foods: soups, cereals, ketch-
up, mustard, mayo, jellies, cake 
mixes, vegetables, canned beans, 
white noodles, pastas, boxed po-
tatoes, rice, canned fruit, canned 
meats/tuna/salmon, vegetable/
canola oil. Items collected are 
taken to the Middletown Area 
Interfaith Food Pantry located 
at 201 Wyoming Street, Royalton. 
Individuals may also take items 
directly to the food pantry, which 
is open Tuesdays and Fridays, 
from 10 a.m. to 12:30 pm. The 
Community Action Commission 
office is open Tuesdays and Fri-
days, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., at the 
same location.

 Visit our website at www.stpe-
tersmiddletown.org.

 Scripture for May 28: Acts 
1:6-14; Ps 68:1-10, 32-35; 1 Peter 
4:12-14, 5:6-11; John 17:1-11.

Be A Good Neighbor. 
Give To Your 

Local Food Pantry. 
Call 717-944-4322

ANSWERS  |  PUZZLES ON A7
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PREFACE:  The editorial page of the April 26 issue of the PRESS AND JOURNAL (hereafter P&J) 
contains a lengthy unsigned editorial titled “Would Crematory Really Be That Bad?”  We strongly 
disagree with the contents of that editorial, and wish to explain why we believe that the Fager-
Finkenbinder Funeral Home’s  plan to install and operate a crematory at 208 N. Union St. would not 
be in the interests of Middletown residents We readily acknowledge that the PRESS AND JOURNAL 
is fully entitled to take whatever position it deems appropriate about any public issue, but never-
theless feel compelled to explain why we do not agree with the P&J. We do however wish to express 
our sincere gratitude for the PRESS AND JOURNAL’s gallantry above and beyond the call of duty 
in publishing a highly critical letter to editor in the P&J’s  May 17 issue, which we had submitted to 
the P&J just before close of business on May 15.

QUESTION #1:  DO P&J EDITORIAL WRITERS READ THEIR OWN NEWSPAPER?

	 The first paragraph of the April 26 editorial misconstrues the PA Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection’s (DEP) “draft plan approval” of Travis Finkenbinder’s October 
2015 application to install and operate a crematory at 208 North Union Street as a 
green light for the Fager-Finkenbinder Funeral Home (FFFH) to proceed with the in-
stallation of the crematory “despite the pending case now in Dauphin County Court 
aimed at stopping its construction.”

	 If the author(s) of the editorial had read Dan Miller’s April 19 article with the slightly 
misleading headline “DEP moving ahead on crematory,” they would have known that 
DEP has not given final approval to FFFH’s October 2015 application to install and op-
erate a crematory.  The article contains a statement by DEP spokesman John Repetz 
that, “At this point no final determination has been made” regarding approval of the 
permit.  Up to now, DEP has only posted notices of intent to issue a draft plan approval 
in the January 14 and 21, 2017 issues of the Pennsylvania Bulletin, which included “in-
formation on how people could review the draft and submit comments.”  The April 19 
article also contained a quote from an FFFH attorney that his firm has been “working 
with DEP moving the project forward.” There was no indication however as to how fast 
and how far DEP has actually moved the crematory application forward since Travis 
Finkenbinder submitted it more than a year and a half ago.

	 The author(s) of the editorial also seemed unaware of P&J’S extensive coverage of 
the crematory controversy throughout 2016. This included Dan Miller’s frequent, in-
formative and balanced articles, as well as the paid advertisements which opponents 
of the crematory placed in several issues of P&J to inform the community about the 
three Zoning Hearing Board sessions in April and May 2016, together with the legal 
issues at stake in the conflict. Most disturbingly, the authors of the editorial do not 
appear to have studied the official transcripts of the testimony which the Middletown 
Zoning Hearing Board (ZHB) obtained in April and May 2016. These transcripts are 
obtainable from the Middletown Borough, and are the most important sources of in-
formation about the history and legal issues of the ongoing crematory controversy. 

	 FFFH and other proponents of the crematory have never presented their side of the 
controversy in a published written form, whether paid or unpaid.  Why won’t they ex-
plain why the crematory would be a blessing for the community as well as for them-
selves? If everything is going to be okay, why not tell the Middletown community how 
everything will be okay. 

QUESTION #2:  DO THE P&J WRITERS SEE THEMSELVES AS BUSINESS CONSULTANTS FOR 
FFFH?

	 The second and third paragraphs of the editorial contain this astonishing statement: 
“It makes good business sense for Fager-Finkenbinder Funeral Home to move ahead. 
After all, in their [FFFH] eyes, they have valid zoning approval now…Waiting around 
to see what happens with the legal battle would put them behind in completing the 
plans they believe eventually will come to fruition.”

	 Does it really make “good business sense” for FFFH to disregard the ongoing appeal in 
the Court of Common Pleas of the zoning permit to “convert an existing  garage into 
a crematory” which FFFH obtained June 2015? Won’t FFFH need to obtain a build-
ing permit before installing the crematory? Would the Middletown Borough issue a 
building permit if the zoning permit was still under appeal?  Or, could this daring and 
imaginative proposal to circumvent the legal process be a brilliant idea whose time 
has not yet come – and may never come?

	 Travis Finkenbinder obtained the zoning permit on June 24, 2015, one day after he 
submitted the application to former zoning officer Jeff Miller.  There was no pub-
lished or posted notice of the issuance of the zoning permit either by FFFH or the 
Middletown Borough.  On October 8, 2015, Travis Finkenbinder submitted to the DEP 
an “Application for Plan Approval to Construct…an Air Contamination Source.”  On 
page 3-7 of the “General Information Form” of the DEP application, Mr.  Finkenbinder 
responded “NO” to the question “HAVE YOU INFORMED THE SURROUNDING COM-
MUNITY AND ADDRESSED ANY CONCERNS PRIOR TO SUBMITTING THE APPLICA-
TION TO THE DEPARTMENT?”   

QUESTION #3:   DO THE AUTHORS OF THE EDITORIAL BELIEVE THAT THE MIDDLETOWN ZONING 
ORDINANCE (MZO) IS ERRONEOUS OR OBSOLETE, AND SHOULD BE IGNORED OR REVOKED? 

	 The MZO does not allow FFFH to “convert an existing garage into a crematory” at 208 
North Union Street.  This is why FFFH is trying so hard to call the old garage build-
ing anything other than a garage.  FFFH persists in this absurd farce despite the fact 
that the official zoning application which Mr. Finkenbinder signed and submitted to 
the Borough in June 2015 contains the explicit statement “CONVERT AN EXISTING 
GARAGE INTO A CREMATORY.” During the ZHB sessions on April 27 and May 10, 2016, 
FFFH attorneys repeatedly referred to the garage building as a “GARAGE” while cross-
examining appellants opposed to the crematory.  While testifying under oath, Travis 
Finkenbinder himself stated that two cars were kept in the stalls of the garage at the 
time he purchased the funeral home property in April 2015 (i.e. two months before he 
submitted the zoning application), and that “to date we have done nothing other than 
to clean out the building and to throw things away.”  So how does cleaning the building 
and throwing stuff away transform a garage into a non-garage?   

	 According to Article 7 of the MZO, funeral homes are only permitted by SPECIAL EX-
CEPTION in the R-2 residential district where FFFH is located.  Accessory uses such 
as crematories are not permitted to special exception uses like FFFH.  For this reason, 
a crematory would not be a permissible accessory on the funeral home property. 

	 Furthermore, Travis Finkenbinder testified to the ZHB that the proposed FFFH crema-
tory would incinerate not only bodies entrusted to his Middletown funeral home, but 
also bodies imported from his other four funeral homes in Palmyra, Elizabethtown 
and Marietta, none of which has a crematory.  Since the MZO stipulates that acces-
sory uses must be incidental and subordinate to the principal building on the prop-
erty, the cremation of imported bodies would not be a permitted accessory use.  The 
MZO also states that properties in residential districts may NOT have more than one 
principal use and one principal building.  This strikes as very clear and logical.

	 The P&J editorial asserts that the legal dispute provoked by FFFH’s scheme to “con-
vert an existing garage into a crematory” is less important than assorted health and 
welfare concerns which they refer to as “quality of life”:  (1) “Opponents reject the 
idea of having a crematory at 208 N. Union St for a variety of reasons including the 
legality of the permit...More importantly, they argue about quality of life…”; and (2) 
”There are also legal issues over whether the garage can legally be converted into a 
crematory…These legal battles aren’t as compelling as arguing over whether such a 
crematory would harm the health of neighbors however.” 

	 These assertions are patently absurd, because the author(s) of the editorial imply 
that “legality” and “quality of life” are fundamentally incompatible with each other.  
Does this make any sense to you?  In fact, the only recourse which Middletown resi-
dents living near FFFH have to prevent the planned crematory from damaging their 
“quality of life” at this point is legal action in the courts to uphold the MZO and invali-
date former zoning officer Jeff Miller’s erroneous zoning permit. 

	  Mr. Miller claimed he granted the approval without seeking legal guidance from the 
Borough Solicitor, because “every time I reach out to them [i.e. the Borough Solicitor] 
it costs money.”  (How much has this “cost-cutting” cost the Borough and its resi-
dents since June 2015?) In fact, the MZO requires the zoning officer to reach out to 
the Borough Solicitor when dealing with an issue as complex as a change of use. Mr. 
Miller issued the zoning approval only ONE DAY after Travis Finkenbinder submitted 
the application to him. (How’s that for service? How long would it take you to obtain a 
permit for a backyard fence?) If Middletown residents abandon their legal battle with 
FFFH, Mr. Fager and Mr. Finkenbinder will be free to violate the MZO by installing the 
crematory and operating it 12-24 hours a day, 6-7 days a week, and 52 weeks a year.  

      QUESTION  # 4:  WHO MADE THIS MESS AND STIRRED UP ALL THE COMMOTION?

	  Before appealing to the Court of Common Pleas, Middletown residents spent more 
than four months trying to obtain assistance from the Zoning Hearing Board, but all 
they received was a one-to-one split decision which technically favored FFFH. ZHB 
member Donald Graham asserted that the appeal was “untimely” but refused to state 
why, and ZHB Chairman Jack Still stated that the appeal was “not untimely.”  Nei-
ther Mr. Graham nor Mr. Still took a position on the substantive points of fact and law 
which clearly indicate that “an existing garage” may not be converted into a crema-
tory in the R-2 residential district.

	  The ZHB’s non- decision left residents with the unpleasant and difficult decision to 
abandon or continue the struggle against the installation of the FFFH crematory in 
close proximity to their homes and families. If they had not appealed the ZHB deci-
sion to the Court of Common Pleas, and refrained from insisting that the MZO be 
upheld and vigorously enforced, the residents would for all intents and purposes have 
forfeited the protections afforded to property owners by the MZO. This would have 
cleared the way for Travis Finkenbinder and his associates to proceed with their un-
lawful and reckless project, which very likely would end as an industrial cremation 
complex in a residential district close to the center of Middletown. 

	  Are Middletown residents to be regarded as surly and demented NIMBY’s, hysterical 
Chicken Littles, or (in Travis Finkenbinder’s memorable epithet) “liberal sensation-
alists” if they resist an ambitious businessman’s scheme to install and operate an 
incinerator of human bodies 12-24 hours a day, 6-7 days a week, and 52 weeks a year 
in an accessory building dangerously close to several neighboring residential proper-
ties?   An ambitious businessman who ignored requests by his Middletown neighbors 
to meet and discuss his intentions with them.  An ambitious businessman who admit-
ted under oath at the ZHB that he had erroneously told a Middletown resident that he 
“had NOT received any permitting or anything like that,” even though he had received 
a zoning permit to “convert an existing garage into a crematory” three months before 
the conversation with the resident took place.

	 This ambitious businessman stands to make a considerable amount of money on the 
property at 208 North Union Street if he can get one small human incinerator up and 

running.  In six months to a year, he could upgrade that small human incinerator into 
a much bigger incinerator, or maybe even two incinerators.  He might well need two 
incinerators for the sixteen freezers he testified he would add to house bodies prior to 
incineration. Sixteen freezers? That is a lot of bodies. Will this dynamic entrepeneur 
be obliged to self-report to DEP any violations committed by him or his employees?

	 Did the author(s) of the editorial take a close look at Travis Finkenbinder’s 2015 DEP 
application, the first page of which bears the eyebrow-raising title “INCINERATOR…
Application For Plan Approval  to Construct, Modify, or Reactivate an AIR CONTAMI-
NATION SOURCE…”?  Did the author(s) take notice of the kinds and amounts of air 
contaminants that this machine will belch forth in shamelessly close proximity to the 
homes of Middletown families with small children? Did they also notice the specific 
kinds of air contaminants which the DEP will “hopefully” watch over and their maxi-
mum thresholds? Did the author(s) notice that NINE of the TEN PAGES of the sec-
tion entitled “Air Cleaning Device” are completely BLANK for the simple and obvious 
reason that Mr. Fager and Mr. Finkenbinder do NOT plan to install any of the filtration 
devices which are mandatory on crematories in Western Europe and Great Britain, 
where cremation is monitored much more closely than in the U.S.?

	 Did the author(s) notice that Travis Finkenbinder answered “NO” to the simple and 
straightforward question “HAVE YOU INFORMED THE SURROUNDING COMMUNITY 
AND ADDRESSED ANY CONCERNS PRIOR TO SUBMITTING THE APPLICATION TO 
THE DEPARTMENT” on page 3 of the section entitled “GENERAL INFORMATION 
FORM – AUTHORIZATION APPLICATION”?  What motives might have prompted Tra-
vis Finkenbinder NOT to inform the community or address any of its concerns?

QUESTION #5:  WOULD YOU WANT TO BUY A USED CAR FROM TRAVIS FINKENBINDER?  (IF SO, 
PLEASE TAKE A LOOK AT HIS SWORN TESTIMONY AT THE MAY26, 2016 ZHB.)

	 For a brief interlude of comic relief in this dreary polemic, here is an excerpt from 
the official transcript of the May 26, 2016 session of the Zoning Hearing Board , in 
which the appellants’ attorney Aaron Martin cross-examines Mr. Finkenbinder about 
the October 2015 DEP Application.

A.  Martin:  “Now, would you agree with me that in the application submitted 
to the Pennsylvania Department of Environmental Protection that there was 
a question which asked if the Applicant [FFFH] had notified the public of its 
intention to put a crematory in? Do you recall that question?

 T. Finkenbinder: “I do not.”

A. Martin: “Do you know if you signed that application?”

T. Finkenbinder: “I know that I signed the application.”

A. Martin: “Would it surprise you if I were to tell you that there’s a question 
as to whether you notified the public and you said no, you hadn’t notified the 
public?” (p. 429)

 ************************************************

A. Martin: “Let me ask you now, will you ratify that statement that no public 
notice was given about that application prior to its submission to the Pennsyl-
vania Department of Environmental Protection?”

T. Finkenbinder: “I’m not sure what you’re asking. What are you asking me?”

A. Martin: “All right. Let me make this as easy as possible to understand. 
There’s a question there on this application which says did you notify the pub-
lic and the box is marked NO... So do you agree that you notified the public 
or didn’t that you were submitting an application to PA DEP in support of a 
crematory?”

T. Finkenbinder:  “The application states that we notified the borough – it says 
we mailed letters of intent to the county and the borough on 10/8/15 and the 
box is checked NO.”

A. Martin: “Right. So you agree you didn’t notify the public, correct?”

T. Finkenbinder: “Correct.”                       (transcript p. 431-432)

  QUESTION #6:  WHAT’S IN THIS FOR MIDDLETOWN? 

	  Why should Travis Finkenbinder be concerned about the issues covered by the DEP 
application? He undoubtedly looks forward to handsome profits from the industrial 
cremation, 12-24 hours per day and 6-7 days per week, of bodies committed to his 
other  four funeral homes (none of which has an in-house crematory), as well as bod-
ies  from other funeral homes which do not belong to the Finkenbinder chain.  Why 
should Mr. Finkenbinder worry about the health and safety of residents in the R-2 
district and contiguous neighborhoods?  After all, Mr. Finkenbinder and his family 
reside in Palmyra, which is comfortably distant from Middletown.   

	 By the way,  why doesn’t Mr. Finkenbinder have any crematories up and running on 
the premises of his four other funeral homes in Elizabethtown, Marietta, and his cur-
rent home-town Palmyra?  What makes Middletown so special that it deserves such a 
great honor that is not shared with Elizabethtown, Marietta and Palmyra? What kind 
of mental disorder could afflict the inhabitants of Elizabethtown, Marietta and Palmy-
ra that would make them not want to have an “INCINERATOR” and “Air Contamination 
Source” in their communities?  Could they be NIMBY’s, Chicken Littles, and Liberal 
Sensationalists like all those sick and silly people in Middletown?  

	 The P&J editorial ends with the magisterial pronouncement “WE ARE NOT CON-
VINCED THAT A CREMATORY IN DOWNTOWN MIDDLETOWN WOULD HAVE THE DIRE 
EFFECTS THEY [i.e. crematory opponents] CLAIM…ANOTHER  NIMBY BATTLE – NOT 
IN MY BACKYARD. THOSE BATTLES ARE ALWAYS THE PASSIONATE. “[sic]  That does 
seem to settle things, doesn’t it? We are greatly relieved to hear that the effects of 
the crematory will not reach the level of “DIRE.” We would be even more relieved if 
the author(s) of the editorial could explain just how short of “DIRE” the effects of the 
crematory will be.

	 It is clear what Mel Fager, Travis Finkenbinder, their investors, and a handful of local 
businessmen who hope to furnish FFFH with goods and services , expect to gain once 
the crematory is up and running.  What is not at all clear, however, is what the rest of 
the Middletown community can hope to gain. The P&J editorial does not contain a 
single word about any benefits that the crematory will bring to any Middletown resi-
dents aside from the funeral home’s owners, employees and backers.  Do the authors 
of the editorial regard this as a serious concern and worthy of further inquiry? If so, 
they should start by reading Dan Miller’s February 2, 2016 article entitled “Middle-
town Borough Council votes for court injunction to block proposed crematory,” which 
quotes the terse and blunt assessment of a local resident: “THIS IS NOT RIGHT…WE 
DON’T WANT THIS. EVERYBODY IN THIS TOWN IS GOING TO LOSE MONEY. WHAT 
DOES MIDDLETOWN HAVE TO GAIN FROM THIS? NOTHING.”      

QUESTION #7: HOW MUCH HELP CAN WE EXPECT FROM DEP IF SOMETHING GOES WRONG 
WITH THE CREMATORY? 

	 The editorial contains statements about DEP’s mission, authority and capability, 
whose import is a bit hard to determine: “Remember, the DEP doesn’t determine 
where crematories should be built. It simply regulates them to make sure they are 
not dangerous”…”We certainly HOPE that the DEP would  do its job to make sure that 
doesn’t happen”…”[crematories] must be ‘operated’ in such a manner as not to cause 
air pollution”… “Permits may be modified, suspended or revoked if the DEP deter-
mines that a crematory cannot be adequately regulated under its general permit…”…
”We realize that to opponents these are just words that can be violated. Government 
regulations aren’t perfect. However, they do protect us.”

	 At first glance, these statements seem to be banal and self-evident.  A second, closer 
look, however, reveals that they are not clear-cut statements of fact, but instead are 
expressions of wishful thinking.  These statements indicate what DEP could and 
should do if –and only if—it had adequate resources, personnel and legal authority.  
These statements most certainly do NOT provide an honest and accurate appraisal of 
what DEP realistically can do given the  severe limitations on its personnel, resources 
and legal authority. 

	 Previous P&J assessments of what Middletown residents can reasonably expect 
from DEP in regard to the crematory controversy have been sober and judicious, and 
have indicated the limitations of what DEP can and cannot do.  The vague and grossly 
inflated assertions that the April 26 editorial makes about DEP’s capabilities are so 
inconsistent with the assessments expressed in previous P&J reporting as to appear 
disingenuous. 

	 There is another statement in the editorial which appears disingenuous and deals 
with one of the most critical aspects of the FFFH controversy:  “Crematories exist now 
in Dauphin County. Granted, most are not in such a highly residential area.” Did the 
authors of the P&J editorial attempt to find out how many crematories currently op-
erate in Dauphin County and where they are located?  Do the authors of the editorial 
know for certain that any of the crematories are actually in residentially-zoned areas? 
If there really are any crematories in residential neighborhoods in Dauphin County, 
are any of these crematories located as close to the property lines of adjoining single 
family homes as is the case with the site of the proposed FFFH crematory?  What do 
the zoning ordinances of the towns in question say about the location of crematories?  
How do the zoning ordinances of these other towns compare with the Middletown 
Zoning Ordinance? The answers to these questions would appear to be ascertainable 
facts, and should have been set forth clearly and accurately in the editorial. Isn’t that 
what responsible print journalism is supposed to do?

	  BOTTOM LINE: Yes, Virginia, there may well be a Santa Claus, but don’t expect DEP to 
be able to do the right thing in the right place at the right time.

QUESTION #8:  ARE PROPERTY VALUES ONLY A PROBLEM FOR PEOPLE WHO CAN’T KEEP THEIR 
BIG MOUTHS SHUT?

	 How can anyone possibly answer the following rhetorical question close to the bot-
tom of the second column of the April 26 editorial: “We also find the argument that 
lower property values will result as unfounded. It seems like a self-fulfilling prophecy 
to us. Would it be an issue if opponents had not raised it?”  The possible impact of 
crematories on local property values would appear to be exactly the kind of issue 
which obliges honest and competent print journalists to gather reliable and pertinent 
information in a scrupulously unbiased way to assist the public and local government 
in making appropriate decisions.  There is no indication in the editorial that any such 
effort was taken, just as was the case with the editorial’s treatment of the issue of 
crematories in residential neighborhoods.

	 Some readers with more gray hair than other folks may have noticed certain logical 

and ethical analogies between the above statement about property values and cer-
tain widely-spread and highly toxic clichés bandied about in the 1950’s and 1960’s, 
which claimed or insinuated that many, if not most, victims of crime and vicious 
brutality were really self-victimizers. Racist politicians and newspapers in southern 
states incessantly declared that civil rights activists opposing racial segregation 
had only themselves to blame if they were beaten or murdered by local police and/
or white supremacist groups.  Women who reported rape and other kinds of violent 
abuse to the authorities were often treated as though they had wantonly or deliber-
ately provoked their attackers to perpetrate the criminal actions of which they were 
the victims. 

	 Just two short paragraphs after accusing Middletown residents of lowering their own 
property values by speaking out of turn about the FFFH crematory, the P&J editorial 
uncritically rehashes FFFH’s assertion that Middletown residents’ February 2016 ap-
peal of the June 24, 2015 zoning approval to “convert an existing garage into a crema-
tory” was “untimely” because the appellants supposedly knew (or, alternatively, could 
or should have known) about the crematory sometime in the fall of 2015. The only 
“evidence” which FFFH offered in support of this assertion was that the PATRIOT-
NEWS and PENNLIVE published two brief and sketchy articles about the planned 
crematory in October 2015 (FYI: One of the PATRIOT-NEWS articles was on page A-18; 
you’re excused if you missed it too!), and because there was an open house at FFFH 
in late September 2015.  In fact, neither of the two PATRIOT-NEWS articles indicated 
that Mr. Finkenbinder actually had sought and obtained the zoning permit in June 
2015. 

	 In his sworn testimony at ZHB, Mr. Finkenbinder strenuously denied that he told 
any of the guests at the September 2015 open house about his application for, 
and receipt of, the zoning permit.  Here’s what he said about the September 
2015 open house under direct questioning by his own attorney Mark Dausch:  
  M. Dausch: “Mr. Finkenbinder, did you  have an open house at your funeral home prop-
erty back in 2015?”

  T. Finkenbinder: “Yes, we did.”

  M. Dausch: “Do you remember when that was?”

  T. Finkenbinder: “September timeframe.”

   M. Dausch: “In September of 2015 when you had your open house were there any 
discussions about the crematory that you’re proposing to install?”

  T. Finkenbinder: “Yes.”

  M. Dausch: “What do you remember about those discussions?”

   T. Finkenbinder:  “I remember being approached by a new resident to Middletown 
and just virtually pinned in a corner following the same type of behavior toward 
two other employees of mine related to the crematory….And I simply said we’re 
in the evaluating stage at this point. We had not filed anything, we were – WE HAD 
NOT RECEIVED ANY PERMITTING OR ANYTHING LIKE THAT.  It was – we were still 
making a business decision based on needs and based on what we were thinking 
about doing.”                      (Transcripts p.412-413)

	 What are we to make of all this?  In the legal briefs which they have submitted  in the 
course the crematory conflict, Mr. Finkenbinder’s lawyers have claimed  that he pro-
vided information about the planned crematory  to  guests at the FFFH open house in 
September 2015.  The above excerpts from the official transcripts indicate what Mr. 
Finkenbinder actually said to at least one guest at the open house.  We do not how 
see how the FFFH lawyers’ claims about public notification at the open house can be 
reconciled with Mr. Finkenbinder’s sworn testimony on May 26, 2016.

	  The author(s) of the P&J editorial appear to take at face value FFFH’s claims that op-
ponents of the crematory knew, or should have known, about the crematory project 
in mid-late fall 2015. The legend of FFFH public notification in fall 2015 does imply, 
however, that FFFH had to be the source, or prime mover, of the supposed (though 
completely fictitious) surge of public knowledge about the crematory, months before 
concerned Middletown residents went public about the crematory in January 2016.  
If this is the case, how can the authors of the editorial blame opponents of the cre-
matory for possible declines in Middletown property values because they blew the 
whistle on FFFH’s secretive crematory undertaking?  Even if the residents had kept 
their mouths shut like well-mannered children, the actual construction and subse-
quent operation of the crematory would have inevitably brought the FFFH crematory 
to the attention of the community and real estate professionals.                                                        

QUESTION #9 – WHO CAN RESIST A FAIRY-DUST TALE?

	 Weary and perplexed reader, close your eyes for a few moments, treat yourself 
to  a pinch of fairy dust,  and ponder the meaning and implications of the phrase 
“CONVERT AN EXISTING GARAGE INTO A CREMATORY” which Travis Finkenbinder 
scrawled on the zoning application which he submitted in June 2015. 

	 Let’s start off by reviewing how Mr. Finkenbinder’s attorneys spoke of the “smaller fu-
neral home building” at 208 North Union Street while cross-examining three of the ap-
pellants during the ZHB sessions on April 27 and May 10, 2015: “Can you see the –are 
you familiar with THE GARAGE THAT’S ON THE FUNERAL HOME PROPERTY?”…”And 
between that GARAGE is another house?”…”Do you know where in the GARAGE?”…
”Have you ever seen the GARAGE building?”…”So you’ve never walked in the private 
property in the rear where the GARAGE building is?”... “When you did that, did you do 
any kind of inspection or looking at the GARAGE or did you just walk right through the 
property?”…”Have you ever – are you familiar with the GARAGE building in the rear of 
the property [at 208 North Union Street]?”...”Within the last two years have you actu-
ally been on the [FFFH] property and inspected the GARAGE at all?”

	 Then, at the beginning of the ZHB session on May 26, 2016, a new day dawns (de-
pending which side of the bed you get up on), and a whole new world awaits you in 
which there is not just a large funeral home building on the front of the property at 
208 N. Union St , but also “the smaller of the two funeral home buildings”  at the rear 
of the property.  Even Hans Christian Andersen never came up with a fairy tale as 
wondrous as this tale of how a grubby old garage was transformed into the “small 
funeral home.”   

    M. Dausch: “Mr. Finkenbinder, how many funeral home buildings are at the Fager-
Finkenbinder Funeral Home?”

    T. Finkenbinder: “There is a large funeral home building on the front of the prop-
erty and there is a smaller funeral building on the rear of the property.”  (tran-
script p. 362)

   **********************************************

   M. Dausch:  “And you said there’s a second funeral home building on the prop-
erty?”

  T. Finkenbinder:  “Correct.”

  M. Dausch: “What is that?”

   T. Finkenbinder: “The smaller of the two funeral home buildings is located at the 
rear of the funeral home property.”

   M. Dausch: “And I think throughout this proceeding it’s been referred to several 
times as the garage building?”

  T. Finkenbinder: “That’s correct.”

   M. Dausch: “Okay. Have you ever stored any vehicles in that building since you’ve 
owned it?”

  T. Finkenbinder:  “I have not.”

   M. Dausch: “Okay. So that I’m using your terminology, and because garage is a 
defined term, I’m going to refer to that building as the small funeral building or 
the smaller of the two buildings.”

  T. Finkenbinder: “Okay.”

  M. Dausch: “What takes place in that building primarily?”

   T. Finkenbinder: “Well, I’d like to preface it, I can tell you what takes place there, 
but WE ARE STILL SLIGHTLY EMBARASSED BECAUSE WE HAVEN’T PUT THE 
EFFORT INTO THAT BUILDING [i.e. the smaller one at the back of the property] 
CURRENTLY  THAT WE DID ON THIS BUILDING.” [i.e. the larger one on the front of 
the property]…TO DATE WE HAVE DONE NOTHING OTHER THAN TO CLEAN OUT 
THE BUILDING [i.e. the smaller one at the back of the property] AND TO THROW 
THINGS AWAY…”  (transcript, p. 368-369)

COMMENT AND QUERY: 

Why was “the smaller funeral home” …“referred to several times as the garage building”… not just 
once or twice but “THROUGHOUT THIS PROCEEDING,” if it was anything else than a “GARAGE?”   If 
the building was incorrectly referred to as a “garage” on April 27 and May 10, why didn’t the FFFH 
attorneys bring this to the attention of the ZHB immediately, rather than waiting until May 26?  If 
the FFFH attorneys themselves were in error when they uttered the vulgar term “garage” several 
times at the April 27 and May 10 ZHB sessions, shouldn’t they have provided an explanation for the 
errors which evidently they themselves made, as well as other participants in the ZHB?  

********************************************************

 M. Dausch: “So the SMALL FUNERAL BUILDING is used on a daily basis for your busi-
ness?”

 T. Finkenbinder: “It is.”

 M. Dausch:  ‘What would happen if you took away all the services that you provide in 
the small funeral home building…Could you still operate the funeral home if you took 
away all the services that you provide in the SMALL FUNERAL BUILDING?” 

 T. Finkenbinder: “We could not, no sir.”

 M. Dausch: “Have you seen any documents that show that this small funeral home 
building has been used in a similar manner since at least 1989?”

 T. Finkenbinder: “I have.

 M. Dausch: “Can you look at Exhibit N, please.”

 T. Finkenbinder: “Yes.”

 M. Dausch: “Exhibit N is an application for hearing before the Zoning Hearing Board 
from 1989 related to the Coble Reber Funeral Home. Is that the name of the former 
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The Pennsylvania Turnpike 
Commission and the Pennsylva-
nia Council of  the Arts unveiled 
a newly completed mural created 
by Lower Dauphin High School 
students at the turnpike’s Lawn 
Service Plaza Wednesday, May 17, 
as part of  a new program called 
Art Sparks. 

The program, which is a part-
nership between the PTC and PCA, 
uses the PCA’s Arts in Education 
residency program to develop 
original artwork that will be dis-
played at turnpike service plazas 
across the 550-mile system. 

T he  inau-
gural mural, 
which is made 
up of two 16-foot 
by 4-foot panels, 
was created by 
students in the 
High School 
Fine Art II 
Class at Lower 
Dauphin High School. Coordi-
nated through the PCA’s regional 
Arts in Education partner, Jump 
Street, students worked with 
teaching artist, Meg Davis, to 
create a mural that reflects the 
Hershey-Harrisburg region. 

“This project was extremely 
unique as well as challenging,” 
LDHS senior Misa Mkwayaya said 
at the unveiling. “It brought us 
together as a class and made us 
approach it not solely as painters 
and fine artists, but as designers 
working toward a common solu-
tion.”

“I loved sketching out designs 
and formats for the murals and 
using the input that I got from 
my classmates in the things that 
I produced,” he added.

“While teaming up with Meg 
Davis and learning new skills 
and strategies in which to create 
new forms of  art, we learned the 
value of  being a team and using 
each other’s strengths to create 
a wonderfully completed piece,” 
junior Cassie Carver said. “Our 
friendships and the atmosphere 
has changed for the better because 

of  it.”
Other LD students participating 

in the project included Emalee 
Douglass, Ava Bottiglia, Laura 
Breidenstine, Tiffany Golobek, 
Kayla Hoffer, Emma Johns, Han-
nah Johnson, Yannelis Leon-
Fuentes, Gabriella Mannino, TJ 

Martin, Mackenzie Pell, Rebecca 
Perry, Corrine Shirk, Jenny Stro-
hecker and Ingrid Wallace. Their 
teacher is Dana Attivo.

Additional partner support for 
the Lawn Plaza Art Sparks project 
was provided by the Hershey Har-
risburg Regional Visitors Bureau 

and HMS Host. 
“As you can see, public space 

can be transformed by a work of  
art. Additionally, with this project, 
we see how art engages a young 
mind to create something new 
and exciting,” said PTC CEO Mark 
Compton.

The PTC and PCA will coordi-
nate future Art Sparks project 
sites. A school nearby each service 
plaza will be selected to host a 20-
day teaching artist residency led 
by a local PCA teaching artist. The 
students will work with the artist 
and members of  that community 
to create a piece of  art that reflects 
their region. The next plaza slated 
to host a student-created art instal-
lation is Oakmont Service Plaza in 
Allegheny County. 

For more information on Art 
Sparks, visit http://www.arts.
pa.gov/Pages/Art-Sparks.aspx 
or http://www.paturnpike.com/
artsparks. 

LDHS-created artwork unveiled 
at turnpike service plaza in Lawn

PHOTOS COURTESY OF THE PA. INTERNET NEWS SERVICE

Onlookers admire the newly unveiled artwork at the Lawn Service Plaza Wednesday, May 17.

Senior Misa Mkwayaya and junior Cassie Carver discuss the project during 
the unveiling ceremony.

Davis

“Our friendships and the atmosphere has changed for the better because of it.”
Lower Dauphin High School junior Cassie Carver

“Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, 
that we shall pay any price, bear any burden, 

meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe, 
to assure the survival and the success of liberty.”

~ John F. Kennedy

Emerson M. Bennett, Sr.
Daniel Blascovich
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Kathleen M. Brightbill
Louis Brodnick

William J. Brunner
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Rudolph E. Dubravec
Joseph R. Egresits

David G. Finney, Jr.

Robert E. Frank
Joseph J. Gajdek
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Frank M. Hanich, Sr.

Joseph M. Kostelac, Jr.
Salvatore G. Magaro

Elmer S. McKee
Fredrick L. Mettler

William Meyer
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Charles E. Phillips

Octavio J. Ponti, Sr.
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Thomas M. Zimmerman

DUTY   HONOR  COUNTRY

Every year, during the month of May, our 

Nation sets aside a day to remember our 

Veterans.  We honor all the military fallen 

heros from all wars in the history of our 

great nation.  Therefore we pause to 

remember our deceased veterans and ask 

God to reward all those who served our 

country so bravely.  We say a special prayer 

for those who are serving in the military 

throughout the world...may they be safe 

in all they do in our Nation’s service.  It is 

in their memory that we remember the 

families of the veterans we have served 

from May 13, 2016 to May 16, 2017.
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Fager-Finkenbinder Funeral Home?”

 T. Finkenbinder: “That’s correct. The address is also consistent with the Fager-
Finkenbinder Funeral Home at 208 North Union Street.”   P. 378-379

COMMENT: 

The 1989 document   (“Exhibit N”) to which Mr. Dausch referred was a request to the ZHB 
by a former owner of the funeral home at 208 N. Union St. for a variance to reduce the exist-
ing number of AUTOMOBILE STALLS inside the garage building from four to two and a half, in 
order to create additional space to display samples of caskets to funeral home clients.  The 
funeral home owner who sought the variance also requested permission to extend the east 
wall (which faces North Pine St.) a few extra feet in order to create additional space for storage 
of hoses, lawn mowers, rakes, shovels and other grounds-keeping tools.  There was no ques-
tion of changing the use of the garage building from the storage of automobiles to some other 
purpose.

 The Middletown Borough has no record of any ZHB decision to grant a special exception or 
variance for any kind of change of use for the garage building in the rear of the property at 208 
N. Union St. before or since 1989. In response to a question from the ZHB attorney David Wion, 
Mr. Finkenbinder acknowledged that the previous owner of the funeral home was still parking 
vehicles in the garage when he purchased the property in the spring of 2015. (“When we bought 
the property, there were two cars, but since I have owned the property there have been no cars.”  
Transcript, p. 450) Mr. Finkenbinder’s decision NOT to store his firm’s vehicles in the garage 
building does not entitle him to unilaterally change the use of the building without obtaining a 
special exception or variance from the ZHB. 

 FYI: Please note that the Middletown zoning officer is NOT authorized to issue a special excep-
tion or variance. Jeff Miller gravely exceeded his authority when he issued Mr. Finkenbinder a 
zoning permit to “convert an existing garage into a crematory” on June 24, 2015. For whatever 
reason, Mr. Finkenbinder’s attorneys emphatically stated at the beginning of the April 27, 2016 
ZHB that they were not seeking a special exception or variance. (“This is not a variance request, 
this is not a special exception, this is not a zoning enforcement action.” Transcript p .37)   

QUESTION #10:  WHO COULD BE SO CRUEL AS TO THINK WE WANTED TO BE AWAKENED 
FROM OUR MIDSUMMER NIGHT’S DREAM ABOUT THE “SMALLER FUNERAL HOME”?

Here’s how Attorney for the Appellants Aaron Martin unceremoniously washed away the fairy-
dust  from our eyes in his cross-examination of Travis Finkenbinder on  May 26, 2106.

  A. Martin: “Now, with respect to the actual building, you’re insistent, am I correct, 
that it’s not actually in use as a  garage?”

 T. Finkenbinder: “Define garage!”

 A. Martin: “I’m asking you, is it a garage or isn’t it a garage?”

 M. Dausch:  “Objection. He asked for clarification of the question.”

 T. Finkenbinder: “I’d like clarification.”

  A. Martin: “Okay, I’ll clarify it. Is that building you’re proposing to turn into a cre-
matory a garage?”

  M. Dausch: “I’m going to object because garage is a defined term in the zoning 
ordinance and he’s asking Mr. Martin to define the term as he’s using it.”

 A. Martin: “How would you define a garage?”

  T. Finkenbinder: “A garage would be a place where cars are stored, hence garage 
doors. Perhaps a storage area.”

   A. Martin: “Do you agree that THIS BUILDING WAS DESCRIBED AS A GARAGE ON 
THE ZONING PERMIT APPLICATION?”

  T. Finkenbinder: “I believe that THE AGENT THAT COMPLETED THAT, Mike Won-
ders of Neidlinger Enterprise DID, IN FACT, DESCRIBE IT AS A GARAGE.”

  A. Martin:  “YOUR SIGNATURE DOES NOT APPEAR ON THAT APPLICATION?”

             T. Finkenbinder: “IT DOES.”

              A. Martin: “SO YOU SIGNED AN APPLICATION WHICH DESCRIBED THE BUILDING 
AS A GARAGE, IS THAT FAIR TO SAY?”

 T. Finkenbinder: “YES.”

  A. Martin: “BUT YOU’RE CLAIMING THAT IT ACTUALLY  ISN’T A GARAGE, COR-
RECT?”

 T. Finkenbinder:  “I DIDN’T SAY THAT.”

 A. Martin: “IS IT A GARAGE OR ISN’T A GARAGE?”

  T. Finkenbinder: “THERE IS AN AREA OF STORAGE IN THERE AND IT HAS GARAGE 
DOORS.”

  A. Martin: “OKAY, WHAT WAS YOUR THOUGHT PROCESS LEADING UP TO SIGN-
ING YOUR NAME ON A DOCUMENT THAT DESCRIBES THAT BUILDING AS A GA-
RAGE?”

  T. Finkenbinder: “DID THE AGENTS THAT I’M PAYING A LOT OF MONEY TO HAVE 
THE EXPERTISE, DID THEY COMPLETE THE PAPERWORK CORRECTLY?” 

  A. Martin: “DID YOU READ THAT APPLICATION BEFORE YOU SIGNED IT?”

 T. Finkenbinder: “I DID,”

  A. Martin: “AND YOU WERE CONTENT WITH THE WAY IT WAS WORDED?”

  T. Finkenbinder:  “MY SIGNATURE’S ON IT, YES.”

COMMENT:  Don’t despair, Virginia! Even if some mean-spirited lawyer forced Travis Finken-
binder to admit that THE “SMALLER FUNERAL HOME” IS NOTHING BUT A PLAIN AND SIMPLE 
OLD GARAGE (no quotation marks needed), that doesn’t mean there isn’t a Santa Claus!  Just 
keep smiling, and hope for the best next Christmas morning.

QUESTION #11:  DOES IT MAKE ANY SENSE TO TRY TO LEARN FROM HISTORY? ISN’T IT EASI-
ER TO FORGET ABOUT IT, AND LET THINGS COME AS THEY MAY?    

	 The March 29, 2017 issue of the PRESS AND JOURNAL contained a cluster of arti-
cles on page B-3 entitled “THE THREE MILE ISLAND INCIDENT 38 YEARS LATER” 
about the partial meltdown of the core of one of the reactors at the Three Mile 
Island nuclear plant in the spring of 1979, and the confused and chaotic response 
s to this unprecedented crisis by the local, state and federal governments.  One 
of these articles of was a full reprint of an unsigned editorial, which presumably 
represented the views of P&J’s management at that time, titled “WHAT COST A 
CATASTROPHE?” in the April 4, 1979 issue of the PRESS AND JOURNAL.   P&J 
deserves much credit for printing these articles about the Three Mile Island crisis, 
which ought to be read by everyone in the community.  One passage in the 1979 
P&J editorial contained the following words: “Matters have gotten out of hand and 
too much for us to handle. There have been too many contradictions in accurately 
stating what happened at Unit II, too many rephrased radiation levels that were 
released into our environment, reports too late of supposed ‘planned releases’ of 
radioactive gases, too many ‘under controlled and stable’ conditions announced 
and too little thought for the lives of area residents and their future generations.” 

	  It is a bit strange, though, that the lessons which P&J staffers appear to have 
drawn from the Three Mile Island crisis in the March 29 edition of P&J seem to 
have been forgotten by the time P&J staffers drafted the ringing endorsement of 
the FFFH crematory just a few weeks later.  After flaying the complacency, neg-
ligence, recklessness and ineptitude displayed by the management of the out-
of-control nuclear plant and clueless public officials during the Three Mile Island 
crisis, how could P&J staffers conclude the April 26 editorial with the soothingly 
syrupy statement that “WE ARE NOT CONVINCED THAT A CREMATORY IN DOWN-
TOWN MIDDLETOWN WOULD HAVE THE DIRE CONSEQUENCES THEY [i.e. the 
crematory opponents]  CLAIM.” 

	  Might these words come back to haunt the authors of the P&J editorial if their 
confidence in Mel Fager’s and Travis Finkenbinder’s earnest assurances about the 
infallibility of the safety features of the planned crematory prove to be errone-
ous? If something does go wrong, how long would it take for that mistake to be 
ascertained and identified, and the hazardous consequences to the health and 
property of neighboring families be brought under control?  How long would it 
take afterwards for the neighbors of FFFH to obtain adequate restitution for dam-
ages inflicted on their health and properties?

	 The near disaster that occurred at Three Mile Island in 1979 was preceded by 
years and years of smug assurances from the nuclear plant’s owners, operators 
and backers, as well as high officials of the state and federal government, that 
nothing bad could happen -- just as the owners and investors of the highly re-
spected White Star shipping line had boasted about the “unsinkability” of the SS 
TITANIC prior to its fateful maiden voyage in April 1912.  Like the owners, manag-
ers, investors and promoters of the Three Mile Island nuclear plant, the owners 
and operators of the SS TITANIC were “NOT CONVINCED” that anything could 
go wrong with their prestigious undertaking, or that any “DIRE EFFECTS” might 
ensue.

	 How well did such assertions serve the owners, investors and other supporters 
of Three Mile Island and the SS TITANIC  in the appalling aftermaths of these 
foreseeable but seemingly unlikely disasters?  How well would P&J’s and FFFH’s 
dismissive comments about the potential dangers of installing a crematory in the 
dead center of a tight cluster of one-family and multi-family dwellings serve the 
PRESS AND JOURNAL and FFFH if their assurances prove to be fatally mistaken? 

                                                                                                              Martha and David Black

                                                                                                              134 North Union Street

                                                                                                              Middletown, PA

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

WHY WE MUST CONTINUE TO RESIST 
FAGER-FINKENBINDER’S PLAN TO OPERATE A 

CREMATORY  IN A RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD IN 
DOWNTOWN MIDDLETOWN

(continued from previous page)
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OUT & ABOUT

MIDDLETOWN PROM 2017
Theme was ‘Old Hollywood’ for extravaganza held at Red Lion Hotel Harrisburg Hershey

Many promgoers got together for pictures Saturday before the dance, including Caleb Ocker, Keely Lombardi, Lexi Baumbach, Ian Guckavan, Sarah Fluke, 
Cassie Marrero, Tristen Maxwell, Zoey Bright, Thomas Einolf, Alex Kennedy, Mitch Carson, Anna Buffington, Jacob Spear and Miranda Molander.

Abby Yohn and Christopher Palmer 

Gabrielle Carter and Donovan Brady 

Kelly Moyer and Erin Templeton

Jacob Brandt and Nikol Burrows

 Hunter Landis and Jade Senior

Bianca Jasper and Brady Fox

Kurt Dey and Brynn Northrup

Kelton Scheaffer and Daria Campbell

Jaden Mendenhall, Cameron Noon and Allen Parson

Arianna Kurtz, Brittany McGuire, Logan Hefner, Moriah Nickel, Victoria Hansen, Tanner Stillo, Dominick Barilla and 
Cassandra Hennessey gather for a group picture.

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY BILL DARRAH

Kylee Nester and Chase Snavely
SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY BILL DARRAH

Braedon Thomas and Macy Appleby

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY JODI OCKER
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