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Public notices in this week’s Press & Journal
• HIGHSPIRE: Borough  
Workshop. 6
• SUSQUEHANNA TWP: Estate of  
Ellen Mussaf. 6
• HARRISBURG: estate of  Wil-

liam Lyons III. 6

Press & Journal Staff

The Press & Journal has been 
honored for the second year in 
a row as the best newspaper of  
its size in the state in the Profes-
sional Keystone Media Awards 
contest.

The newspaper won 17 awards 
— including 9 first-place honors 
— in the news contest, which is 
the largest and most prestigious 
in Pennsylvania.

“What a wonderful honor for 
the news staff to be recognized 
in this way,” Editor Jason Mad-

dux said. “I don’t think I’ve ever 
worked with a journalist who did 
what they did to win awards, but 
it is certainly nice to know that 
others have taken note of  our 
quality work.”

Middletown, Lower Swatara 
Township and Londonderry 
Township are full of  interesting 
people, and the news staff enjoys 
sharing their stories with Press 
& Journal readers, both in print 
and at www.pressandjournal.
com, Maddux said.

Press & Journal again named 
best paper of its size in state

War Memorial Field will shine 
bright Friday night.

The stadium will be illumi-
nated from 8 to 9 p.m. in honor of  
the people working on the front 
line of  the COVID-19 pandemic.

The lights will also be in honor 
of  the Middletown Area High 
School Class of  2020. According 
to the district, banners recogniz-
ing senior spring athletes will be 
on the stadium fence.

“We are grateful for those who 

are sacrificing in so many ways 
during this difficult time in his-
tory,” Middletown Area School 
District wrote in a press release.

People will be able to drive by 
War Memorial Field, but MASD 
said people must stay in their 
cars and all social distancing 
guidelines must be followed.

Many high schools across the 
country have taken part in this 
trend, which apparently started 
in late March in Texas.

Lighting of War Memorial 
Field to honor MAHS seniors, 
front-line medical workers

CORONAVIRUS 2020

More on coronavirus
Find more coverage on page 
7. What is published in today’s 
edition is only a fraction of our 
coronavirus coverage. Go to 
www.pressandjournal.com for 
multiple daily updates. Also 
online, you can read a more 
detailed version of the story 
about Nathan Ocker on the right.

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com
and Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Break out your patriotic deco-
rations because the Middletown 
Area Historical Society and the 
Lower Swatara Township His-
toric Preservation Society are 
holding a patriotic-themed house 
decorating contest.

The contest is to show support 
for veterans and people working 
on the front line of  the COVID-19 
pandemic.

The Middletown society will 
judge homes in Middletown and 
Royalton, and the Lower Swatara 
society will judge township resi-
dences.

“I think it’s important to say 
‘thank you’ to people who are 
putting their lives on the line. 
They’re putting themselves out 
there cautiously so that they 
don’t get COVID-19 and infected, 

but they’re do-
ing their job,” 
said Nancy 
Avolese, who 
is treasurer 
with the Low-
er Swatara 
T o w n s h i p 
Historic Pres-
ervation So-
ciety.

In both con-
tests, the first 
place home 
will win a cash 
prize of  $100, 
second place 
will win $50, 
and honor-
able mentions will win $25.

All entries are to be submitted 
by May 18, and judging will take 
place May 20.

Middletown and Royalton en-
trants can submit their address 

House decorating 
contest will have 
theme of patriotism

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Dot Smith had an unexpected visitor show 
up outside the window where she lives in the 
Middletown Home recently — a horse.

Rosie and Lenny, two horses that live at the 
Justamere Farm off Vine Street just outside 
Middletown, were brought to the Home by their 
owners as part of  the Home’s novel approach 
to engaging residents who for months have not 
been able to have any visitors due to restric-
tions brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Home has been closed to all visitors since 
about mid-March. Exceptions to the policy are 
considered on a case by case basis.

This has prompted staff to come up with some 
outside-the-box ways to address the desire of  
residents to see friends and family members, 
while adhering to the safety guidelines es-

Mane 
event  
at Home
Horses, as well as 
dogs, visit residents 
to lift their spirits

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Dot Smith, Middletown Home resident, looks out her window at Lenny, one of two horses from 
Justamere Farm off Vine Street just outside Middletown that recently visited the facility. Please see MANE, page 7

By Jason Maddux
jasonmaddux@pressandjournal.com

Nathan Ocker is trying to make 
the most of  his time back in the 
Middletown area as he waits out 
the coronavirus pandemic. But 
the 2015 Middletown Area High 
School graduate would much 
rather be spending today in Ge-
neva, Illinois. Or, if  things were 
going really well, he might have 
spent part of  this week in Fred-
erick, Maryland.

It’s not sightseeing that would 
take him to these far-flung spots 
tucked away across America. It’s 
part of  his life as a professional 
baseball player trying to work 
his way up through the minor 
leagues in the Cleveland Indians 
organization. 

Ocker’s pro baseball career on holdMehaffie bill 
aims to aid 
businesses

Avolese

Miller

Please see CONTEST, page 7

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

State Rep. Tom Mehaffie, 
R-Lower Swatara Township, 
recently introduced legislation 
aimed at providing funding to 
help businesses shut down by 
the COVID-19 pandemic pay 
their bills.

Typically if  something hap-
pens beyond the control of  a 
business owner, such as a tree 
falling on their location, the 
owner can file a claim to recoup 
lost income through business 
interruption insurance com-

Please see BILL, page 7

Veterans, medical workers honored

Please see OCKER, page 8

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

It didn’t take 22-year-old Kylee 
Kidwell long to see that child abuse 
is a problem in the midstate — and 
that she wanted to do more to be 
part of  the solution.

Kidwell has been a pediatric 
nurse for just one year in the in-
termediate care unit of  the Penn 
State Health Milton S. Hershey 
Medical Center.

In that short time, “I’ve seen a 
lot of  cases where a child had to be 
hospitalized due to child abuse or 
neglect,” said Kidwell, who grew 
up in Lancaster County but moved 
to Woodland Hills in Middletown 
to be closer to the med center.

“I felt like I was limited in what 
I could do as a nurse. I always 
wondered after the child left, what 
happened next?” she said. 

The young Messiah College 
graduate started wondering if  
there wasn’t more she could do to 

help, to try and change a child’s 
outcome beyond their hospital 
stay.

Kidwell has found that path, 
as one of  the newest volunteers 
with Dauphin County’s Court 
Appointed Special Advocates 

program, or CASA.
CASA volunteers get assigned 

to a particular case involving chil-
dren who have gotten caught up in 
the Dauphin County court system.

Volunteers such as Kidwell do 
a deep dive on the case, getting to 

know the child as well as all the 
other people involved in the child’s 
situation.

The volunteers make recom-
mendations to the county judge 
assigned to the case as to what 
kind of  placement and services 
are in the child’s best interest. 
The recommendations are non-
binding and the decisions are up 
to the judge.

The primary role of  the CASA 
volunteer is to be an “advocate” 
for the child, placing their needs 
and what is best for them above 
all else, Kidwell said.

Following an intense orienta-
tion and eight weeks of  training, 
Kidwell and seven other women 
were sworn in as the newest CASA 
volunteers during a virtual cer-
emony April 28.

Kidwell and the seven others all 
raised their hand and took an oath 
administered by county President 

Nurse to advocate for youths as CASA volunteer

Please see CASA, page 3

Kylee Kidwell of Middletown, bottom left, takes the oath to become one 
of the newest volunteers for Dauphin County’s Court Appointed Special 
Advocates program April 28 in this image from Zoom.

Please see PAPER, page 3

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY JODI OCKER

Cleveland Indians’ minor-league pitcher Nathan Ocker, a 2015 graduate of 
Middletown Area High School, works out at home recently.
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Life is precious; we are walking miracles

*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. Free burgers 
will be sent to each shipping address that includes (61086). Standard S&H 
added per address.  Not valid with other o� ers. Expires 5/31/20. All purchases 
subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use & Privacy Policy: omahasteaks
.com/terms-of-useOSI and omahasteaks.com/info/privacy-policy or call 
1-800-228-9872.  Photos exemplary of product advertised. 

THE BUTCHER’S BUNDLE
4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet

Order Now 1.717.388.2973  |  OmahaSteaks.com/dinner455

Ask for The Butcher’s Bundle  61086SRR

$238.91* separately   

COMBO PRICE  
$6999

+ 4 MORE
BURGERS FREE!

GET IT ALL
20 MAIN COURSES + SIDES & DESSERT

YOU CAN
TRUST

QUALITY & VALUE

GUARANTEED!

Here we are, welcoming 
month No. 5 of  2020. 

What will it bring us? What 
have we learned? Have we ex-
perienced life-changing lessons 
that help us embrace every little 
detail of  our lives? 

Will we rush back to the status 
quo? Can we even really get 
back to that? Feel free to share 
what you miss the most about 
“normal.” I bet it looks much 
the same for most of  us, but I’m 
sure there are some differences 
as well. 

One thing I learned is life is 
precious, we are vulnerable, yet 
we are walking miracles. Every 
day. Every day, I want to be 
thankful for the ordinary. 

Have a great week and please 
be extra kind to all the moth-
ers out there this week! Happy 
Mother’s Day! 

Birthdays 
A very happy birthday to 

Alex Mosher of  Lower Swatara 
Township. He is 24 on Wednes-
day, May 6. I hope your week is 
wonderful, Alex!

Happy landmark 21st cake 
day to Michael Mattes of  Lower 
Swatara on May 6. I hope your 
Wednesday is a wow kind of  day! 

Happy beep-beep-honk day to 
Lanna Balliet of  Lower Swatara. 
Her sweet party day is Wednes-
day, May 6. Be safe!

Sarah Jean of  Middletown 
marks her cake day No. 12 on 
Thursday, May 7. May the Lord 
shower you with many, many 
blessings, Sarah! You’re beauti-
ful!

Here is a shout out to Janel 
Tomalis of  Lower Swatara for 
her party day, May 8. Have a fan-
tastic Friday and an even better 
weekend! Happy birthday. 

Sending greetings and sun-
shine with warm wishes for a 
fabulous happy birthday to Mary 
Lou Wilmer of  Lower Swatara on 
Friday, May 8. Enjoy!

Max Yurovich of  Lower Swata-
ra celebrates his decade-old ice 
cream-and-cake day on Friday, 
May 8. I hope you get loads of  
treats, Max!

Sweet Yareidy Muniz of  
Middletown marks her double 
toothpicks birthday on Friday, 
May 8. May God richly bless you!

Sam Kostoff of  Middletown 
turns 12 on May 8. This fine 
gentleman deserves lots of  high-

fives and extra sweets on Friday! 
God bless you, Sam!

Happy big-deal first birthday 
to Kira Fannestock of  Lower 
Swatara on Friday, May 8. May 
this sweet baby fully enjoy her 
first cake with lots of  love and 
family! 

Happy quarter-of-a-century 
birthday to Elaine Chubb on 
Saturday, May 9. Be encouraged 
and of  good cheer, Elaine! Best 
wishes for a wonderful year. 

My sweet daughter turns 30 on 
Saturday, May 9. My, how that 
time flew by! Love you to the 
moon and back, Jayme Acker-
man! You will always be a huge 
piece of  my heart! 

Connor Wallett of  Lower 
Swatara celebrates his special 
22nd birthday on Sunday, May 
10. Have an extra super-duper 
kind of  day, Connor! Don’t forget 
the hugs for mom! 

Jenna Alford of  Lower 
Swatara hits cake day No. 17 on 
May 10. I hope your Sunday is 
spectacular in every way as you 
celebrate you, and mom, too! 

Happy birthday to Bob Clous-
er Jr. of  Middletown on May 10. 
May 62 super great things hap-
pen on Sunday, just for you!

Wishing Bob Wierman of  
Lower Swatara a frosty-filled 
marvelous Monday cake day 
on May 11. Enjoy all the details, 
Bob!

Olivia Clouser of  Middletown 
observes her golden 12th bling-
and-sparkles birthday on Tues-
day, May 12. I hope your day is 
especially razzle dazzle, Olivia! 

Happy 24th birthday to John 
Hurley of  Lower Swatara on 
Tuesday, May 12. I hope your 
week is more than fine!

Here’s a shout-out to Pat 
Green of  Lower Swatara on May 
12. I hope 34 wonderful things 
happen to you on Tuesday! 

Final teener cake day will be 
observed by Alexis Fischer of  
Middletown on Tuesday, May 
12. Hoping your 19th birthday is 
just how you like it! 

Anniversaries 
Happy wedding anniversary to 

Don and Cindy Bowers of  Lower 
Swatara Township on Thursday, 
May 7. I hope your 37th is espe-
cially romantic! 

Jeremy and Julie Barnes of  
Middletown mark their 4th 
anniversary on Thursday, May 

7. Gift ideas: fruit, flowers and 
appliances. Hydrangea is your 
flower! Enjoy! 

Happy 29th anniversary to 
Kimber and Debbie Latsha of  
Lower Swatara on Saturday, 
May 9. Enjoy you hearts and 
flowers weekend! 

Congrats and best wishes to 
Tom and Janice Williams of  
Lower Swatara on May 11. They 
observe 46 years together on 
Monday! 

Free coloring books
During this time of  “shelter 

in place,” the Kiwanis Club 
of  Middletown is sending out 
coloring books its members have 
hand-made to children ages 2 
to 7 who live in the Middletown 
area ZIP code of  17057.

If  you have a child within 
this age group and would like 
Kiwanis to mail them a color-
ing book for free, please email 
KiwanisMTNPA@gmail.com. 
Provide your child’s name and 
mailing address. 

Coloring books will be mailed 
for as long as the group’s supply 
lasts. 

This is the Kiwanis May 
Young Children Priority One 
service project.

Congrats, Alexis
East Stroudsburg University 

of  Pennsylvania recognized 362 
students who were scheduled 
to be recognized at this year’s 
Annual Honors Convocation, 
which was not held due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

Alexis McElwee, a 2016 gradu-
ate of  Middletown Area High 
School, was one of  the students 
honored.

Meatloaf for May
1 1/2 lbs. lean ground meat
1/2 c crushed Ritz crackers
3/4 c shredded cheddar cheese
1 (1 oz.) package dry onion 

soup mix
2 eggs, beaten 
1/4 c. ketchup 
2 Tbsp. steak sauce 
3-4 oz. french fried onions 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 

Combine first four ingredients 
in a large bowl until well mixed. 

Whisk eggs, ketchup, and 
steak sauce in a separate bowl 
until smooth. Add mixture to the 
large bowl and combine thor-
oughly. 

You may add small amounts of  
water if  it appears too dry. Press 
into a loaf  pan. 

Bake in preheated oven until 
meat reaches 160 degrees, 60 
minutes. Add french fried on-
ions on top 20 minutes before it’s 
ready. 

Quote of the Week 
“Truly, prayer and Scripture 

are two of  the most vital re-
sources God has given us for 
walking with him throughout 
the storms of  life and coming 
out the other side stronger.” — 
Thomas A. Tarrant, author. 

Question of the Week 
What have you taken for 

granted recently?
“Thinking that things won’t 

change much ... then the recent 
COVID event helps alleviate that 
kind of  mindset. God speaks 
everyday with new insights and 
opportunities for the things 
that matter most to Him. Paying 
attention is important.” — Bill 
Seaton, Hummelstown. 

“Freedom! The ability to go 
where I want and do what I 
want. We Americans definitely 
take that for granted. I appreci-
ate that more now.” — Carol 
Gross, West Hanover Township. 

“Myself. With all the uncer-
tainty surrounding modern life, 
it’s easy not to have grace for 
yourself. You are human and 
you don’t lose anything from 
leaning back and being proud 
of  what you’ve done. Try not to 
be too hard on yourself, and tell 
others when you’re impressed 
with them.” — Dutchie Graves, 
Virginia Beach, Virginia.

“Sunshiny days without snow. 
That there would be frozen peas 
and green beans at the grocery.  
Wifi. Toilet paper on aisle 23.” — 
Kim Kimmel, Colorado Springs, 
Colorado.

“Going to my favorite restau-
rant  anytime I want. Memories 
will last forever.” — Mark Kim-
mel, Colorado Springs, Colo-
rado.

Proverb for the Week 
Many a man proclaims his 

own steadfast love, but a faithful 
man who can find? (20:6)   

Reach LaVonne Ackerman at 
717-649-7366 or by email at La-
VonneAck@comcast.net.

Middletown Area School Dis-
trict recently received nearly 
$500,000 in safety and security 
grants.

At the end of  February, the 
Pennsylvania Commission on 
Crime and Delinquency an-
nounced that its school safety 
and security committee had 
approved about $53.7 million in 
school safety and security grants.

Local districts receiving funds 
include $490,000 to the Middle-
town Area School District, 
$40,000 to Lower Dauphin School 
District, and $35,000 to Steelton-
Highspire School District.

The school board voted to de-
velop bid documents and adver-
tise bids at its April 21 meeting 
for projects, which will take place 
at Reid Elementary School and 

Middletown Area Middle School.
“Since the project involves se-

curity, there is limited informa-
tion that can be shared publicly,” 
MASD Superintendent Lori 
Suski told the Press & Journal 
in an email.

She said the district is working 
with its architects to update the 
specifications of  the safety and 
security projects.

The project would then be ad-
vertised for bid unless the district 
uses competitive purchasing, 
Suski said.

“Our intent is to take advan-
tage of  the extra time without 
students in the buildings to begin 
this work as soon as possible so 
that it would be completed before 
students are scheduled to return 
at the end of  August,” Suski said.

MASD gets $500,000 
safety, security grant to 
be used at MAMS, Reid 

The Governor has lifted 
the restrictions and we’ll 

be following all the safety 
guidelines for masking and 

social distancing.

Join Our 
Mailing List:

Sign up to receive 
future specials 
and updates!

Schedule 
Tee Times:

717-944-5415
or online @

sunsetgc.com



2601 Sunset Drive, Middletown •  717-944-5415 • sunsetgc.com

Our renovations are complete:
Highlighting the par-70 layout 
is its signature 10th hole. The 
345-yard, par-4 is one of five 
dogleg-right holes on the course. 
A large vertical drop from the 
tee box to a narrow tree-lined 
fairway gives golfers a variety of 
clubs with which to begin their 
back nine.

Now open for business!
Visit our 
website 

for current 
guidelines

You can depend on CB Burkholder Homes  
as your new home source for  

quality, comfort and value! 
Ready-now homes 

are available.     

www.CBBurkholderHomes.com            CALL TODAY  717-629-6177 

Woodland Hills Sales Center hours      Monday - Friday 10-5,  Saturday 1-4 
SALES CENTER CLOSED TEMPORARILY 

Available for video or teleconference appointments 

Middletown’s new home destination 

Middletown Area Middle School recently announced its third-
quarter distinguished honor roll and honor roll. Distinguished 
Honor Roll requires all “A’s” or perfect marks. For the Honor 
Roll, a student must earn all “A’s” and “B’s.” 

Distinguished Honor Roll
Eighth grade: Emma Adams, 

Aaliyah Allensworth, Tillman Artell, 
Amelia Birtch, Ella Brandt, Riley 
Buffington, Allie Cleland, Ryan 
Coburn, Josalynn Cotterman, Ava 
David, Bipasha Devkota, Shanaya 
Dorcely, Max Dupes, Lorelei Elliott, 
Emma Erkenswick, Ryan Foreacre, 
Madeline Fox, Gabriella Garisto, 
Brandon Gipe, Robert Gomboc, 
Mason Gratkowski, Caiden Halbleib, 
Stephanie Harvey, Hailey Hemperly, 
Payton Hershey, Alexis Hoffman, 
Chloe Kahler, Averie Kalonick, Micah 
Krajsa, Melanie Langford, Tyson 
Leach, Luke LeKites, Gabrielle Mess-

ner, Lilliana Mildner, Ava Miller, Mazy 
Miller, Adam Moore, Claire Munnelly, 
Ryleigh Myers, Riya Patel, Mychaela 
Peters, Samantha Rine, Dakota 
Shertzer, Dominic Singh, Rylie Teets, 
Layla Wall, Taylor Witmyer, Sara 
Yeich, and Ella Young.

Seventh grade: Logan Benner, 
Maximilian Bohn, Tyson Bomberger, 
Emma Buffington, Hope Burger, Lil-
lian Carper, Ava Conrad, Sadie Davis, 
Sofia Eshleman, Landen Freeman, 
Brianna Gonzalez, Derrick Green, 
Hayden Herneisey, Kylie Hickoff, Ad-
olfo Hinojosa, Johnathan Horetsky, 
Hannah Hottenstein, Addison Huber, 
Joy Jiang, Landon Kelly, Nicholas 
Kleinfelter, Ellie LeKites, Alexis Mari-
etta, Madyson Miller, Shawn Muller, 
Gabreyella O’Donnell, Thooria 
Olaoye, Cassidy Pomraning, Martin 
Romain, Devin Ruzansky, Nathaniel 
Santos Villegas, Edward Serrano, 
Noah Sheaffer, Brenden Wegert, and 
Karan Yonjan.

Sixth grade: Haley Adams, Grey-
son Albert, Zachary Anthony, Eliza 
Artell, Brayden Blockus, EvaMarie 
Bohn, Taylor Bunnell, Emma Cleland, 
Sophie Crowther, Zackary Dinger, 
Sean Erkenswick, Brittany Garner, 

Destiney Gassert, Rachel Gatesman, 
Tanner Gladwin, Ainsley Gomboc, 
Kayla Gordy, Riley Grabuloff, Caden 
Grady, Delaney Gratkowski, Jaque-
lyn Guardian-Uribe, Zoe Handwerk, 
Gabrielle Harvey, Malik Haviland, 
Madeline Heagy, Kenadee Hileman, 
Lena Jones, Caine Kalonick,  Anwitha 
Kandula, Isaiah Kane, Kyle Kinsey, 
Jayla Koser, Maya Krajsa, Kaelan La-
komskis, Myra Lauver, Aydan Miller, 
Kaylee Miller, Addison Mowl, Connor 
Murphy, Heberto Ortiz Segura, 
Rashi Patel, Kalia Plaunt, Carissa 
Prestopine, Rowan Rodkey, Nashayli 
Rodriguez, Hailey Russo, Lindsey 
Russo, Ella Sheaffer, Tyson Snyder, 
Kole Steffenhagen, Michael Swartz, 
Meghan Symonies, Benjamin 
VanBuren, Rosalia Vargas, Cyrus Vil-
larrial, Maxwell Williams, Strummer 
Woodworth, Benjamin Yeich, Eyassu 
Yosedik, Greydon Young, Landon 
Young, and Carter Zeiters.

Honor Roll
Eighth grade: Alton Akakpo-

Martin, Yaharmony Atkinson, Elias 
Azzat, Talan Baxter, Derek Brooks, 
Jordyn Clark, Isaiah Crosson, Isa-
bella Devaney, Kiley Etter, Samantha 
Hardy, Kaden Hileman, Ian Hoffman, 
Michael Keating, David Kemmerling, 
Aiden Klick, Charles Lawrence, Evan 
Mariano, Kassidy Martin, Xavier 
McClinton, Allison Michael, Mikael 
Monge Sanchez, Alexis Myers, 
Donald Neidig, Kaleb Nissley, Aaron 
Nordai, Jayden Rider, Jose Sanchez 
Gonzalez, Ariana Serrano, Nevaeh 
Shafer, Chance Sweeney, Julia Tem-
pleton, Rachel Trefz, Parva Wagley, 
Anthony Weigel, Paige Weyant, and 
Addisyn Yospa. 

Seventh grade: Ivy Ballent, Kylee 
Baumbach, Hannah Bollinger, Kilee 
Bucher, Grant Carpenter, Grace 
Cenko, Peyton Chisholm, Aliyah 
Claggett, Adrian Corradi, Enzo Cor-
radi, Geno Corradi, Hannah Coy, 
MacKenna Cuddy, Matthew Dodds, 

Jayliana Dohner, Mason Dudash, 
Owen Fales, Delaney Fitzpatrick, 
Quinn Gallagher, Aaliyah Garfield, 
Elizabeth Gingrich, Ethan Gladwin, 
Luis Gonzalez Bravo, Austin Grimm, 
Kylie Hileman, Hailey Hoerner, 
Danika Horn, Murphy Hughes, Noah 
Jackson, Marquis Kane, Landon 
Keyser, Tanner Mace, Jasmine 
Magarian, Yar Manyuon, Keira Maple, 
Timothy Moore, Gina Prisbe, Bradyn 
Pristello, Emily Rafter, Elise Rankin, 
Parker Rios, Ayanna Santiago, 
Julianne Schanke, Madison Schmitt, 
Nina Schreffler, Cameron Scully, 
Krish Shah, Matthew Sieber, Andrew 
Sill, Marco Smallwood, Elizabeth 
Stephenson, Jayla Tucker, and Emily 
Wagner.

Sixth grade: Jacob Book, Chloe 
Clark, Vanessa Crankfield, James 
Crone, Aaron Croteau, Ekmarie 
Curet Torres, Harmony Dayd, Aaron 
Deardorff, Adrian Delgado, Jackson 
Ebersole, Elijah Einzig, Kristina Et-
tinger, Brendan Fox, Taylor Gingrich, 
Paola Gonzalez Mendez, Jazmyn 
Gouldner, Clarance Gray, Rachael 
Hammer, Conner Hipple, Bailey 
Johnston, Quinnya Kemp, Kyra Kohr, 
Will Korsak, Samuel Kostoff, Saybah 
Kullie, Janet Kuopar, Aiden Lancast-
er, Jayveior London, Makayla Long, 
Abraham Longacre, Isa Markert, Sa-
mantha McClellan, Austin McCorkel, 
Brandon Michael, Jacob Miller, 
Miles Miscevich, Mitchell Miscevich, 
Janielys Moreno Zambrana, Riley 
Nye, Meghan O’Brien, Barbara Ortiz 
Saldana, Natalia Poust, Lameek 
Reddick, Elijah Rider, Luis Roman-
Quinones, Joshua Romberger, 
Abbigail Rooney, Derick Sandstrom, 
Joshua Selby, Rhylan Sharon, Kiley 
Shomper, Maci Shutt, Kaeden Stein-
bacher, Mason Stiffler, Caden Stone, 
Ja’Liyah Stover, Ian Strausbaugh, 
Leonel Torres, Kaiden Traveny, Olivia 
Van Eik, Katelyn Wagner, KaNarie 
Wallace, Gavin Weyant, Bryce Wing-
ard, and Chasen Yospa.

MAMS announces its honor rolls for third quarter
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 Gas prices in the Harrisburg 
area were unchanged last week, 
$1.96 a gallon, according to Gas-
Buddy’s daily survey. 

Gas prices in Pennsylvania are 
15.6 cents per gallon lower than 
a month ago and stand more 
than $1.07 per gallon lower than 
a year ago.

According to GasBuddy price 
reports, the cheapest station in 

Pennsylvania was priced at $1.57 
Sunday while the most expensive 
is $2.99.

The national average price of  
gasoline has risen 1.5 cents per 
gallon in the last week, averag-
ing $1.75. 

The national average is down 
14.8 cents per gallon from a 
month ago and is more than $1.14 
per gallon lower than a year ago.

Gas prices remain at less than $2 
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Elwood’s
• PA Inspections • Brakes
• New & Used Tires • Exhaust • Struts 
• Oil Changes • Shocks • Batteries
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING
138 W. Main Street
Middletown

944-9255

IS YOUR STATE INSPECTION DUE?

Dailey’s Service 
Station
• State Inspections • Tune-ups 
• Oil Changes • Repairs
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING
Corner Main & Spruce Streets
Middletown

944-4407

Vastine’s Auto Service
General Repair Service on Domestic 
and Popular Foreign Cars
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING

231 Oak Hill Drive
Middletown

944-7154

The Hondru
Service Experience
Factory Warranty Center
The Best Service in Lancaster County

• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING

367-6644

Quick Lane 
Tire & Auto Center 
“Serving All Makes & Models 
Without An Appointment”
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING
Rte. 322 E. of Hershey at Maguire’s Ford

838-7700

Pennsylvania requires vehicle safety 
inspections for all passenger cars and 

light-duty trucks that need registration in the state.

CALL ANY ONE OF THESE LOCAL 
OFFICIAL PENNDOT INSPECTION STATIONS.

Even If Your Vehicle’s Inspection 
Is Not Due, It Pays To Have A 

Periodic Check At Least 
Every Six Months.

K. M. Knight
Funeral Home

31 Second Street
Highspire, PA  17034
Phone 717-939-5602

D. DUKE CUCKOVIC JR., Owner

CHARLES E. PETRIE
Attorney-at-Law
3528 Brisban St., HBG

(717) 561-1939

Evening
Appointments
Available

Installment
Payments

Acceptable

INITIAL CONSULTATION FREE
FULL RANGE OF FAMILY LEGAL SERVICES

No-fault Divorce ....................Starting at $750
(including filing fees)

WILLS
Husband & Wife ..................................... $150
Home/Hospital Visit .................................$25
Probating Estates ........(Fee to be determined)
Power of Attorney.....................................$75
No-fault Divorce ....................Starting at $750

DEEDS & REAL ESTATE SETTLEMENTS,  
BUSINESS START-UP & PROTECTION FROM ABUSE

EMAIL: PetrieLaw@aol.com
Serving Pennsylvania for more than 40 years

BANKRUPTCY
Chapter 7, 13....................... Starting at $1400

(including filing fees)

Child Support Hearing ...........Starting at $350
Name Changes ..................................... $1500

(Publication costs additional)

Adoptions ............................ Starting at $1500
Custody Order by Agreement ...Starting at $750

(including filing costs)

*We are a debt relief agency. We help 
people file for bankruptcy relief under the 

Bankruptcy Code.*

MASTERCARD & VISA PAYMENTS ACCEPTED FOR LEGAL SERVICES

BEFORE LeafFilter AFTER LeafFilter

1-717-702-6844CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. ** Offer valid at estimate only. CSLB# 
1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354 License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294 
License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  
License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229   Reg-
istration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# 
PA069383  Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H   

Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5AND! +

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

231 OAK HILL DRIVE • MIDDLETOWN • 944-7154

PA STATE INSPECTIONS
Lube • Oil & Filter Service

Open 
Weekdays 

8 am-5:30 pm 
Closed Sat.

•OIL CHANGES
•BRAKE REPAIRS
•EXHAUST REPAIRS
•COMPUTER DIAGNOSIS

Judge John F. Cherry. The vol-
unteers all participated remotely 
from their respective homes using 
Zoom, due to the county court-
house being closed because of  the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Cherry gave the oath of  office 
remotely from his courthouse 
chambers. Also participating were 
Christine Pfau Laney, the execu-
tive director of  Dauphin County 
CASA; and Lori Serratelli, who 
leads the county CASA board of  
directors.

Third group sworn in
This is just the third group of  

CASA volunteers sworn in since 
the program started in Dauphin 
County in July 2019, Laney said.

Dauphin County CASA is a 
nonprofit organization and not 
part of  county government. The 
group relies on fundraising but 
also receives some federal grant 
money through the Pennsylvania 
Commission on Crime and Delin-
quency.

This was the first time any 
Dauphin County CASA volunteers 
had ever been sworn in remotely. 
In fact, a staffer in Cherry’s office 
said this was the first time the 
judge had ever done any kind of  
a swearing in on a virtual basis.

CASA was started by a family 
court judge in Seattle. Today, there 
are 949 CASA programs nation-
wide, including 21 in Pennsylvania 
covering 27 counties.

Kidwell first heard of  CASA 
when she was in college. A class-
mate who was also becoming a 
nurse was taking classes to be-
come a CASA volunteer in York 
County.

That initial spark of  interest 
grew dramatically after Kidwell 
started working with children at 
the med center.

“One case is too many and 
I’ve seen more than one case in 
the short amount of  time” she’s 
been at the med center, Kidwell 
said. “It just really struck me, the 
significance of  these cases in the 
community.”

She saw a flier for the Dauphin 
County CASA program and went 
to a meeting in Harrisburg in 
January where she met with 
Laney and others to learn more.

She filled out an application and 
had to obtain “a bunch” of  clear-
ances so she could work with chil-
dren. She was fingerprinted and 
underwent an FBI background 
check. She was interviewed by 
Laney and a CASA board member 
before being accepted into the 
program.

What followed was a rigorous 
period of  class instruction, four 
hours every Thursday for eight 
weeks.

The instruction mostly had to 
do with learning how the county 
court system operates, and what 
the roles are of  the county Chil-
dren & Youth Department, the 
judge, and all the others who are 
part of  the process.

COVID-19 threw a real monkey 

wrench into things. By about the 
third week of  classes, the court-
house was closed and the entire 
state placed on a stay-at-home 
order by Gov. Tom Wolf. The only 
option for finishing the classes was 
to do the rest of  them online, which 
CASA had never done before in 
Dauphin County.

Kidwell said Laney gave all the 
volunteers the opportunity to back 
out. A few dropped out, but most 
decided to stick with it.

CASA created an online forum 
with all the information and in-
struction on it. The volunteers 
were assigned readings and mod-
ules to complete, and they would 
then all come together for virtual 
discussion boards through Zoom.

Laney set up guest speakers, in-
cluding CASA volunteers already 
in the program, to give online 
presentations and to talk about 
their experiences. 

Support from workplace
Kidwell is one of  two registered 

nurses who successfully com-
pleted the program. The other, 
Shelby Stouffer, is a friend of  
Kidwell’s and also a nurse at the 
medical center.

Kidwell said she never could 
have completed the classes and 
become a CASA volunteer without 
the understanding and support 
of  the people she works for at the 
med center.

She works 12-hour shifts, so 
she doesn’t work every day of  the 
week. She requested management 
not schedule her to work on any 
Thursdays while she was taking 
the CASA volunteer classes, and 
her management agreed.

Caseworkers overwhelmed
Now that Kidwell has been 

sworn in, she is waiting to be as-
signed a case by CASA.

A CASA volunteer is only as-
signed one case at a time, and they 
stick with that case until it has 
been resolved.

What a CASA volunteer does 
might sound a lot like what a 
caseworker with Children & Youth 
is supposed to be doing. But the 
caseworkers are “completely 
overwhelmed,” with each one 
responsible for 30 to 50 families 
at any given time, with all the 
children who are part of  those 
families, Laney said. On any given 
day, there may be 400 children in 
foster care in Dauphin County.

A CASA volunteer, by contrast, 
can focus like a laser on just one 
family, to a degree that a Chil-
dren & Youth caseworker cannot 

because they just don’t have the 
time and resources.

The cases assigned to CASA vol-
unteers are those that are the most 
complex, and involve the most 
services and the greatest variety of  
services that these children need, 
Laney said. 

Sometimes, the case involves a 
large number of  children in one 
family. Cherry before the swearing 
in noted one of  his cases referred 
to a CASA volunteer involved nine 
children in just one family.

“That’s when you need CASA,” 
Cherry said. “It’s difficult to 
handle nine children and nine 
reports. That’s what you are 
going to be … (working with), 
children that this world doesn’t 
care about. There are people who 
might shudder when I say this, but 
I say without the role of  Children 
& Youth and CASA in the lives of  
these children, they would be lost. 
It’s the most important work I do 
as a judge.”

CASA volunteers are currently 
assigned to cases involving chil-
dren from 15 months old to those 
who are 18, and “everything in 
between,” Laney said.

She’d assign more cases to CASA 
volunteers to lighten the load on 
the Children & Youth caseworkers, 
but with just 17 volunteers, the 
number of  cases they can handle 
is limited.

Time commitment
The time commitment Kidwell 

has already devoted to becom-
ing a CASA volunteer is just the 
beginning.

Once assigned to a case, a vol-
unteer is expected to spend from 
10 to 18 hours on that case each 
month. CASA volunteers are also 
expected to commit to 12 hours of  
continuing education each year. 
So that flexibility Kidwell has had 
with her job so far is going to have 
to continue.

“I am really excited” about get-
ting assigned to a case, Kidwell 
said. “I think it is going to be a 
big learning curve, but it is a real 
opportunity to change outcomes 
for kids that have not been treated 
well or given the best hand in life. 
It is a really unique opportunity.”

Laney said 80 percent of  the 
Dauphin County CASA volunteers 
are retired. She said it’s important 
CASA volunteers represent “a 
good cross section” of  the commu-
nity, including younger volunteers 
such as Kidwell who may relate 
better to the older children.

She also needs minority volun-
teers, as minorities make up a dis-
proportionate amount of  children 
in the county court system.

Currently two of  Laney’s 17 
CASA volunteers are men. She 
would welcome more male volun-
teers, toward attaining the overall 
diversity CASA strives to achieve.

“It is certainly something we 
struggle with. Identifying males 
is harder than we would like,” 
she said.

Right now, Laney has about 
15 people who have expressed 
an interest in joining Kidwell in 

becoming CASA volunteers.
Given the ongoing COVID-19 

restrictions, Laney expects to have 
virtual orientation sessions set up 
for May and June.

Classes might then be offered on 
a “hybrid” basis — in person and 
online — over the summer depend-
ing on the pandemic situation.

Laney said her goal is to have 
the next class of  CASA volunteers 
sworn in by September, when 
children are normally going back 
to school.

That’s a time when the county 
court system sees “a huge spike 
in child abuse cases” as children 
come under the watchful eyes of  
teachers and other mandated child 
abuse reporters, Laney said.

If  you’d like to know more about 
CASA or about becoming a CASA 
volunteer, check out the Dauphin 
County CASA website at www.
dauphincountycasa.org.

New CASA volunteers
The new Dauphin County CASA 
volunteers are:
• Robin Arnold, a retired nurse from 
Enola.
• Deborah Carpenter, an 
administrator with the Pennsylvania 
Board of Probation and Parole from 
Harrisburg.
• Karen Galli, a retired attorney from 
Hershey.
• Judith Jackson, a retired state 
government analyst from Harrisburg.
• Kylee Kidwell, a nurse from 
Middletown.
• Bond Marburger, an administrator 
at the Naval Support Activity 
Mechanicsburg from Harrisburg.
• Donna Schankweiler, a retired 
business owner from Harrisburg.
• Shelby Stouffer, a nurse from 
Harrisburg.
 

CASA: Volunteers needed to advocate for youths in Dauphin County
From page 1

Email Maddux at editor@pres-
sandjournal.com with comments 
about coverage or story sugges-
tions.

The Press & Journal competes 
in Division VI, which is for weekly 
general news publications with 
less than 6,000 circulation. The 
awards were presented for work in 
2019. Through all divisions, more 
than 2,700 entries were received 
from 122 news organizations.

The contest was judged by jour-
nalists in Colorado. 

“We are very fortunate to have 
the talents of  so many profes-
sional and dedicated people,” said 
Joe Sukle, publisher of  Press & 
Journal Publications. “We are 
also appreciative of  the continued 
support of  readers, the business 
community and the many orga-
nizations that depend on the P&J 
and its other publications, Central 
Voice and the PSU Guide, for fac-
tual news, insightful commentary, 
thoughtful/entertaining stories, 
and advertising avenues. Without 
their support, we would not exist.”

The annual awards banquet 
has been canceled because of  the 
coronavirus.

Press & Journal awards went to:

First place
• Sweepstakes (best newspaper), 

staff.
• Investigative Reporting, Dan 

Miller: Federal judge dismisses 
Middletown’s suit vs. Suez.

• Enterprise Reporting, Dan 
Miller and Laura Hayes: Three 
Mile Island anniversary.

• Breaking News, Dan Miller and 
Laura Hayes: Three dead in Mid-
dletown double murder-suicide.

• Ongoing News Coverage, Dan 
Miller, Laura Hayes and Jason 
Maddux: Three Mile Island closes.

• Editorials: We are not the en-
emy; If  $1.1 million isn’t missing, 
tell us where it is; What kind of  
Londonderry Township do resi-
dents want?

• News Page Design, Jason Mad-
dux: for a selection of  pages.

• Graphic/Photo Illustration, Ju-
lianna Sukle: Resolving Conflicts.

• Special Section, Julianna Sukle 
and Laura Hayes: Penn State Har-
risburg Guide 2019-2020.

Second place
• News Beat Reporting, Dan 

Miller: Business Beat Reporting.
• Breaking News, Dan Miller: 

Plane still in Susquehanna.
• Sports Feature, Laura Hayes: 

It’s a whole new game: Raiders’ 
Garza breaks new ground with 
scholarship for esports at LVC.

• Breaking News Photo, Laura 
Hayes: You were amazing; 2019 
MAHS graduate Dworchak re-
membered for singing, fashion 
sense.

• News Event Photo, Laura 
Hayes: Happy Fourth of  July!

• Diversity, Dan Miller and 
Laura Hayes: Not just a black 
neighborhood; 4 students from 
Puerto Rico adjust to new world in 
Middletown after hurricane forces 
move; Middletown ordinance on 
discrimination finally nearing 
council vote; Is Middletown’s 
residency controversy over? Opin-
ions of  mayor, Penn State student 

leader differ; Selma Avenue house 
has direct connection to Under-
ground Railroad.

Honorable Mention
• Personality Profile, Dan Miller: 

Robert Reid — An era ends.
• Sports Page Design, Jason 

Maddux: for a selection of  pages.

Central Voice awards
The Central Voice, the Press 

& Journal’s sister publication, 
received one first-place and four 
second-place awards in Division 
VII, for niche publications or all 
circulations.

The Central Voice is an LGBT bi-
monthly publication and website.

“Our business mission is to 
provide a ‘voice’ for the LGBT 
community, our allies, and adver-
tisers,” said Frank Pizzoli, found-
ing publisher and editor. “When 
peers note our editorial work in 
diversity, news beat reporting, 
lifestyle and entertainment news, 
educational column and our car-
tooning, it’s feedback we’re on the 
right track.”

“There’s always room for more 
voices. I encourage anyone who 
has an interest in getting involved 
to directly contact me — frankpiz-
zoli@gmail.com,” Pizzoli said.

Central Voices awards included 
the following: 

• First place in the Diversity 
category: Louie Marven, Tesla 
Taliaferro and Frank Pizzoli for 
“Diversity with Diversity.”

• Second place in News Beat 
Reporting: Frank Pizzoli and Tesla 
Taliaferro for the York County and 
York City beat.

PAPER: Press & Journal wins 17 awards in contest
From page 1

“I felt like I was limited 
in what I could do as a 
nurse. I always wondered 
after the child left, what 
happened next?”

Kylee Kidwell, new volunteer 
with Dauphin County’s Court 
Appointed Special Advocates 
program
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FRONTLINE 
& ESSENTIAL

 WORKERS

3.5” x 2”

MKT-5894K-A

edwardjones.com

Christopher B Dixon, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

29 S Union St Suite 110 
Middletown, PA 17057 
717-944-1206

IDDLETOWN
TIRE & ALIGNMENTM

Exhaust • Struts • Alignments • Inspections 
Batteries • Brakes • Shocks

33R Market Street • Royalton 
944-1925

Monday-Friday 8-6; Saturday 8-1

We appreciate you!

Founder: Frank E. Matinchek • Owner/Supervisor: Zachary E. Matinchek

260 East Main Street, Middletown • 717-944-7015

O U R  FA M I L Y  P R O U D L Y  S E R V I N G 
Y O U R  FA M I L I E S  S I N C E  1 9 6 1 .

Middletown’s Oldest Family-Owned & Operated Funeral Home

Law Office of
PANNEBAKER & MOHR, P.C.

Estate Planning & Administration
Wills, Powers of Attorney, Living Wills

(717) 944-1333
4000 Vine Street • Middletown, PA 17057

Thank you 
Heroes & Helpers

Thank you Heroes & Helpers!

Commissioners 
Jeff Haste
Mike Pries

George P. Hartwick, III

Dauphin 
County 

A BIG 
Thank You 

to ALL!

MIDDLETOWN AREA 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

29 EAST MAIN STREET, MIDDLETOWN

NEW BEGINNINGS CHURCH
630 S. Union Street, Middletown  (717)388-1641 

Pastor: Britt Strohecker

We thank God for you 
and for the sacrifices you 

make every day.

AIUM CERTIFIED IN OBSTETRIC AND 
GYNECOLOGIC ULTRASOUND

8105 Adams Dr., Ste. B, Hummelstown • 717-482-8115 • FAX 717-482-8364 
www.woodwardassociates.com

Like us on 
Facebook

Bridget F. Berich, D.O. 
Gerald Woodward, M.D.
John R. Mantione, M.D.

Stephen Segrave-Daly, M.D. 

Caring For You Like Family

AIUM CERTIFIED IN OBSTETRIC AND 

(Retired)

Middletown Business Association 
would like to acknowledge 
all emergency personnel, 
healthcare employees 
and front-line workers 
who continue to selflessly 
put themselves at risk to 
help others during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

MASD wishes to thank all those in the 
Middletown community who are serving 

on the front lines during this pandemic and 
would also like to recognize our teachers 

and staff who are working hard to provide 
remote instruction to our students K-12.

Thank you to the heroes 
and helpers working on 

the coronavirus front lines. 
You are making a huge 
sacrifice and our families 

are grateful.

FROM THE BRIGHT AND 
BRANDT FAMILIES

MIDDLETOWN
AMERICAN LEGION

POST 594

137 East High Street, Middletown
717-944-4797

Brownstone 
Cafe

1 N. Union St., Middletown
717-944-3301

� anks to all � rst responders & 
healthcare workers!

Magisterial District Judge

David H. Judy
& Staff

Thank You!

MIDDLETOWN MOOSE LODGE

Lodge #410 Family Center
100 Mill Street, Middletown • 717-944-5761

Thank You to 
All Our Hereos 
& Helpers!



WE THANK 
ALL HEROES 
& HELPERS!

12 EAST MAIN STREET, MIDDLETOWN

Our heartfelt 
thanks to...
... doctors, nurses, EMTs, firefighters and police officers 

working the frontlines. 
... heathcare workers caring for the sick, elderly and disabled.
... grocery store cashiers and workers stocking shelves.
... volunteers delivering meals to shut-ins and organizing  

food  drives. 
... restaurant owners giving free lunches to kids and 

restaurant workers cooking take out orders.
... businesses donating hand sanitizers and face masks.
... postal workers and delivery people moving essential items 

to our doors.
... news media for keeping us informed.
... sanitation personnel disposing of our trash. 
... truck drivers delivering essential goods across the country. 
...teachers providing remote instruction to students.

These are just some of the many citizen heroes who are 
working hard during this crisis to keep things running, 
keep us informed, keep us fed and keep us safe k

 Write your own message inside the heart and display on your window or door 

My message:

VASTINE’S
A U T O  S E R V I C E  I N C .

231 Oak Hill Drive
Middletown • 717-944-7154

Thank you to all first responders and 
healthcare workers.

Magisterial District Judge

MICHAEL J. SMITH

1281 28th Street
Harrisburg

1093 N. Union Street
Middletown

717.944.4031
EyeCareEyeWearCenter.com

WALTER R. GUSS, II, O.D.
Comprehensive Eyecare and Contact Lenses

— Jenny Miller
MIDDLETOWN BOROUGH COUNCILOR
jmiller@middletownborough.com

Thank You 
Everyone

www.londonderrypa.org

Londonderry Township
 Board of Supervisors and the 

whole team thank you for making 
sure our homes are safe and 

we’re all well cared for.



(717) 944-4123 • 675 North Union Street
middletowncemetery.com

Reassurance. Respect. Remembrance.

Gregory A. Anoia, O.D.
Modern and Classic Eyewear Styles

120 W. Water Street
Middletown 

“The Patient Friendly Practice”
944-3201

Gregory A. Anoia, O.D.

T h ank  yo u  h er oes  &  h e l p ers

Thank you 
FIRST RESPONDERS AND 

ESSENTIAL WORKERS 
You are our real heroes

Elwood's Service Station
717-944-9255

Main & Catherine Streets
Middletown

� ankYou!to all heroes & 
helpers:

-Angela M. Lloyd, Middletown Borough Council President  
  alloyd@middletownborough.com

In Times Like These You Give and Give Again…
The Covid-19 pandemic has created challenges for 
each and every one of us. Countless members of our 
community are making daily sacrifices. Some are in 
uniforms on the front line, some continue to work tirelessly 
to ensure our basic needs are being met, while others are 
staying home to ensure the safety of all. 

Not All Heroes Wear Capes. We are all in this together. 
Thank you for all that you do In Times Like These…

This page made possible by these appreciative sponsors

THANK 
YOU

Thank you to: 
Our Police, 
Fire & EMS 
Personnel.

ssites@middletownborough.com

— Councilman Scott Sites
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PRINT&WEB 
$10 (yard sales) 
$25 (commercial)

Legal & Public Notices 
call or email for pricing

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

DIRECTORY OF CHURCH SERVICES

Please call 717-944-4628 or email info@pressandjournal.com with your church’s updated information.

New Beginnings Church 
at the Riverside Chapel
630 S. Union St., Middletown, 717-388-1641
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown, 717-944-4322
Audio Worship Service: pcmdt.org/worship.mp3

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown
Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Live broadcast on WMSS Sunday 11 am

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   
Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown
PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Phone 717-944-6242

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street, Middletown • 717-944-5835
www.calvaryopc.com

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of  441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766 
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown
717-944-6181 
Church office open Mon-Fri 9 to noon

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 S. Geyers Church Road, Middletown
717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF

NOTE: THIS IS THE LATEST INFORMATION 
AVAILABLE AT TIME OF PUBLICATION

TO PLACE YOUR BUSINESS 
IN THIS DIRECTORY:

contact the Press And Journal at: 20 S.Union Street, Middletown
E-mail: info@pressandjournal.com       Phone: 717-944-4628

AUTO DEALER
Hondru Auto
2005 South Market Street, 
Elizabethtown
717-367-6644

AUTO SERVICE
Dailey’s Service Station
200 East Main Street, Middletown
717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station
138 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service
231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown
717-944-7154

FLOWERS
Michele Hughes Lutz
Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton 
717-944-5425

HALLMARK CARDS  
& GIFTS
Middletown Pharmacy 
& Gift Shop
436 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1640

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Dale Sinniger & Son Electric
717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring
5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg
717-545-6103

HW Wilson Roofing
2161 North Union Street, Middletown 
717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service
3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown
717-367-3724

INSURANCE
State Farm Insurance
Steve Lane
735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

PRINTING
Press And Journal Publications
Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery
For More Information 
717-944-4628

RESIDENTIAL 
COMMUNITY
Woodland Hills
103 Sage Boulevard, Middletown
717-629-6177

SALON
Sharp Cuts
124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000

Support Your 
Local Businesses

EASY TO PLACE YOUR AD: online: pressandjournal.com/classifieds    
call: 717-944-4628   visit: 20 S. Union St., Middletown

PUBLIC NOTICES

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Evangelical United Methodist Church is located on the 
corner of  Spruce and Water Streets at 157 East Water 
Street, south of  Main Street behind the Turkey Hill 
convenience store. The COVID-19 pandemic will affect 
everyone for some time to come. It has forced the decision 
to cancel our church activities for the foreseeable future 
and to place as many functions as possible online. We 
invite you to join us for Sunday school at 9 a.m. via Zoom. 
Check our Facebook page for the link. You can hear 
Pastor Lee’s weekly sermon on Facebook as well or at our 

website www.eumch.org.

Church Office hours remain the 
same: Monday-Friday, 9 a.m.-12 noon. 
But, for the well being of  everyone, 
there will be no in-person meetings 
during office hours. Staff will be work-
ing in the office and/or remotely. They 
will do their best to reply to emails 
(eumch@comcast.net) and phone calls 
717-944-6181 as soon as possible.

Join us in praying for each other in 
these challenging times: for health-
care workers and public servants; for 
schoolteachers and families; for those 
whose paychecks fall short of  expens-
es; and for so many, many others who 
are struggling with changes to their 
daily routines.

God Bless you with grace and peace. 

New Beginnings Church
We, at New Beginnings Church of  Middletown, are 
following the CDC guidelines and have canceled all services 
and activities until all restrictions are lifted and we can 
meet safely. We pray all our members and friends are safe 
and come out of  this pandemic on the healthiest side 
possible. We place our trust in God for the healing of  our 
nation, safety in our midst and guiding everyone through 
these trying times we’ve never experienced before. When it 
is safe we will continue our usual ministries. Prayers for 
our members, friends, community, country and world. 

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
You are invited and welcomed to listen to the Worship 
Service each Sunday at 11a.m. on WMSS 91.1 FM, the 
radio station of  the Middletown Area School Dis-
trict. Worship is led by the Rev. Dr. J. Richard Eckert and 
features a variety of  musicians each week.   The May 
10 Worship musicians are organist Martha Black, soloist 
Jen Joyce and musician Bennett Williams.  The Middle-
town Food Pantry is in need of items. Pat Yocum 
(717-497-5667) can be contacted for information regarding 
dropping donations to the food pantry.  

The St. Peter’s website is www.stpe-
tersmiddletown.org. E-mail address: 
ParishMail@stpetersmiddletown.
org and telephone messages will be 
returned when left at 717-944-4651.  

Hearts burning within us means a 
sense of  joy, enthusiasm, understand-
ing, welcome and recognition that God 

is with us. God is with all people. Rec-
ognizing our need (cut to the heart) 
leads to our hearts burning within us 
because we savor and breathe in that 
God is here. This recognition leads 
to loving one another and all others 
deeply from the heart, as we are all 
loved by God deeply from God’s heart.

www.FettervilleSales.com(800) 275-8245

40x80x12

$30K

Agricultural • Commercial • Residential

PA Lisc. #129608

Serving our 
Customers for 

  35 Years

 
Pole Building specialists

The

All buildings include 
overhang 2 sides, 
2 slider doors & 

1 entry door
Erected on your level lot

60x120x16$60K
50x96x14

$40K

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Licensed Electricians  •  Fully Insured

40 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Free Estimates • 944-3419 or 944-6766

DALE A. SINNIGER & SON

•New & Old Wiring
•Code Updates
•Phone & TV  
  Cable Wiring
•Electric Heat
•Electric Smoke 
  Detectors

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured
for Your

Protection 
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating

Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

 AUTOMOTIVE
For sale: Four new 14x6 

aluminum wheels. Ford 5-bolt, 
4-1/2” pattern, $75 each, OBO. 
Call 717-944-4628, Monday-
Friday 9 a.m.-4 p.m., ask for 
Joe. (1/22TF)

 MEDICAL
P o r t a b l e  O x y g e n 

C o n c e n t r a t o r  M a y  B e 
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility 
with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 
855-935-0883

 MISCELLANEOUS
DISH Network. $59.99 for 

190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a FREE 
$100 Visa Gift Card. FREE Voice 
Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call 
today! 1-855-335-6094

Stay in your home longer 
with an American Standard 
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up 
to $1,500 off, including a free 
toilet, and a lifetime warranty on 
the tub and installation! Call us 
at 1-877-319-0833 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/Penn

Arthritis, COPD, Joint Pain or 
Mobility Issues on the Stairs? 
**STOP STRUGGLING** Give 
Your Life A Lift! An Acorn Stairlift 
is a perfect solution! A  BBB 
Rating. Call now for $250 OFF 
your purchase. FREE DVD & 
brochure. 1-844-319-7620.

MRCOOL DIY Ductless Heat 
Pump. Energy efficient heating 
& cooling! The only ductless 
system designed for amateur 
installation. Simple setup. 
Install anywhere. 

100% sealed system. No 
special tools or training needed. 
WiFi controls. Call for more info! 
1-833-830-9261

Need some cash! Sell us your 
unwanted gold, jewelry, watches 
& diamonds. Call GOLD GEEK 
1-855-402-1178 or visit www.
getgoldgeek.com/penn BBB 
A Plus Rated. Request your 
100 Percent FREE, no risk, no 
strings attached appraisal kit. 
Call today!

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Work has resumed on the Ann Street 
bridge project in Middletown, following 
Pennsylvania Department of  Transpor-
tation announcing May 1 a restarting of  
highway and bridge construction projects 
that had been on hold since March 17 due to 
concerns over spreading the coronavirus.

 PennDOT lifting the pause on projects 
means that contractors will also be able to 
start doing on-site work regarding the new 
Amtrak train station to be built along West 
Main Street, PennDOT spokeswoman 
Alexis Campbell told the Press & Journal.

Track-moving work by Amtrak crews 
had continued during the construction 
pause. However, while PennDOT had 
awarded major contracts for the train 
station project, work had been limited to 
what could be done off-site such as order-
ing materials and coordinating schedules.

The train station is projected to be 
completed by Aug. 12, 2021, according to 
PennDOT.

As for the Ann Street bridge project, 
work restarted on the project on Thursday, 
April 30, PennDOT District 8 spokesman 
Dave Thompson told the Press & Journal.

Over the next few weeks, the contractor 
will finish the approach slabs, sidewalk 

and curb. The contractor will also be up-
dating the guiderail, drainage and paving 
and installing a new section of  protective 
fencing.

A detour is routing traffic that uses the 
Ann Street bridge onto Airport Drive, 
which runs through Harrisburg Interna-
tional Airport.

The project contractor, Clearwater Con-
struction Inc. of  Mercer, hopes to lift the 
detour by the end of  May, Thompson said.

One additional weekend closure will be 
necessary, probably sometime in June, in 
order to do the epoxy bridge deck overlay, 
he said. 

PennDOT in its announcement said 
that projects are restarting with limited 
exceptions based on project-specific fac-
tors, including location and the feasibility 
for social distancing and COVID-19 safety 
protocols at the job site.

 Work on all projects is to be done ac-
cording to guidance from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention and the 
Pennsylvania Department of  Health.

Each project will have its own project-
specific COVID-19 safety plan, including 
protocols for social distancing, use of  face 
coverings, personal and job-site cleaning 
protocols, management of  entries to the 
job site, and relevant training, PennDOT 
said.

Someone tried to use 
a Lower Swatara resi-
dent’s identity to open 
Target credit cards, 
according to police.

The first instance 
happened at 12:54 p.m. 
Feb. 13 when someone 
tried to open a credit 
card at the Target on 
Jonestown Road in 
Lower Paxton.

Township police 
shared on its Crime-
watch page a video of  
two women entering 
the store. The video can 
be found at www.lowerswatarapd.org.

Someone tried to open a second Target credit card 
using the resident’s information at a store in Phila-
delphia. It was reported to police at 8:24 p.m. April 23. 

The identity theft is under investigation. 

Police: 2 women stole 
ID to get credit cards

Ann Street bridge work 
resumes after delay 
because of COVID-19

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

The man accused of  shooting a Lower 
Swatara police officer in October is sched-
uled to go to trial June 15.

Andrew Changhan Park, 48, of  Mechan-
icsburg, allegedly shot Officer Timothy 
Shea in the leg during a 
confrontation when he 
and fellow officer Josh 
Malott responded to a 
report of  a domestic 
disturbance in the 100 
block of  Bentley Lane 
in the Swatara Shores 
trailer park Oct. 14.

Shea was struck in 
the right leg and applied a tourniquet to 
himself. The two officers and the woman 
who was in the home were able to get out, 
and Park barricaded himself  inside for 
several hours until he surrendered.

He originally was scheduled to go to 
trial April 20. 

He has been in Dauphin County Prison 
since his arrest after the standoff.

He faces numerous charges in relation 

to a domestic incident at a home, includ-
ing criminal attempt of  murder in the 
first degree; aggravated assault; assault 
of  a law enforcement officer; burglary; 
strangulation; simple assault; terroristic 
threats; recklessly endangering another 
person; and unlawful restraint.

Shea returned to the force in December. 
He and Malott have received multiple 
honors for their actions that night.

Dauphin County District Attorney 
Fran Chardo during the Jan. 15 Board of  
Commissioners meeting awarded them 
the District Attorney’s Medal of  Valor, 
which he said is the highest award his of-
fice bestows on law enforcement officers.

That same night, state Rep. Tom Mehaff-
ie, R-Lower Swatara Township, presented 
the officers with certificates from the state 
House of  Representatives and flags that 
flew over the capital.

In November, then-Police Chief  Jeffrey 
Vargo awarded Shea the law enforcement 
Purple Heart, which Vargo said is given 
to officers who sustain a “potentially 
life-threatening or serious injury as a 
direct result of  an action taken while in 
performance of  his duty.”

Trial for man who allegedly 
shot police officer is moved

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

ESTATE OF: Ellen B. Mussaf
LATE OF:  Susquehanna Township
DIED:  December 27, 2019
EXECUTOR/ADMINISTRATOR: 
Joshua Mussaf
Representative’s Address:  
c/o Hynum Law, 
P.O. Box 5620, Harrisburg, PA 17110
ATTORNEY:  Brian K. Zellner, Esquire
Attorney’s Address: Hynum Law,
 P.O. Box 5620, Harrisburg, PA 17110
(717) 774-1357

#174 0506-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

ESTATE OF: William F. Lyons III
LATE OF: Harrisburg, Dauphin    
  County, PA
DIED: March 22, 2020
EXECUTOR/ADMINISTRATOR:
  Catharine E. Lyons
REPRESENTATIVE’S ADDRESS:
  400 Davis Road, Harrisburg, PA
ATTORNEY: Arthur F. McNulty, Esq.
ATTORNEY’S ADDRESS:
  Arthur F. McNulty, Attorney at Law
  602 Park Avenue
  New Cumberland, PA 17070

#176 0506-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pan-

demic and the importance of social 
distancing, there is a possibility that 
the Highspire Borough Workshop 
meeting, scheduled for Tuesday, May 
12, 2020, and the Highspire Borough 
Council Meeting, scheduled for May 19, 
2020, will be held by teleconference.  
A determination will be made at least 
24 hrs. before either meeting. 

For further updated information as 
well as a copy of the agenda for each 
meeting, please check our website at 
http://www.highspire.org/ .

You can also contact the Borough 
of Highspire directly at 717-939-3303 
Monday through Friday between the 
hours of 8:00 a.m. and 4:00 p.m. 

 M. L. Stonbraker
 Borough Manager

#177 0506-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES

Work resumed on the Ann Street bridge on Friday. 

Park

Lower Swatara police need 
help identifying these 
suspects.
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and phone number to mahs17057@
gmail.com. Lower Swatara partici-
pants should email their name and 
addresses to lsthistoricpreserva-
tionsociety@gmail.com.

A Lower Swatara resident 
pitched the idea to Avolese and 
Jenny Miller, a member of  the 
Middletown Area Historical 
Society board of  trustees, after 
learning about a similar contest 
in Hummelstown. The township 
resident, who asked to be anony-
mous, offered to donate the money 
for both contests.

Miller said she thought the deco-

rating contest was a great idea.
“We should be very red, white 

and blue in this area” on May 20, 
she said. “I think there are a lot 
of  people looking for a way to give 
back and do something special” for 
the front line workers.

Residents might already be deco-
rating for Memorial Day, which 
is May 25.

“Wouldn’t it be cool to go from 
township and borough to see red, 
white and blue houses?” Avolese 
said.

Avolese encourages people to be 
creative. Instead of  going to the 
store and buying decorations, get 
the family involved and make them 

with your kids, she said.
Miller is also looking forward to 

what people come up with.
“I have noticed a lot of  people 

cleaning up and fixing up around 
their properties. This is a fun 
family project that will give them 
something new to focus on,” Miller 
said. 

Homeowners might have to get 
a little more creative, what with 
many of  the stores people would 
otherwise rely upon to spruce up 
their properties still closed. 

Both organizations will use 
social distancing to judge the 
competition. The Middletown 
society will announce its winners 

on its Facebook page, and Lower 
Swatara will reveal its winners 
on its website and Facebook page.

It gives people in the town some-
thing to look forward to, given that 
so many events that are normally 
part of  this time of  year have been 
canceled, Miller said.

With Middletown, Royalton and 
Lower Swatara working together 
on the competition, Avolese is hop-
ing the competition will bring back 
some “good hometown spirit.”

“There’s something heartfelt 
about the Fourth of  July and Me-
morial Day. I want people to look 
forward to the goodness that’s still 
there in America,” Avolese said.

CONTEST: Patriotic displays to cover Middletown, Lower Swatara
From page 1

monly underwritten into their 
insurance policy, Mehaffie said.

However, Mehaffie said he 
learned that business interruption 
insurance typically does not apply 
in the case of  a business being 
shut down due to governmental 
proclamations, as in the case of  
Gov. Tom Wolf’s order to close all 
non-essential businesses March 
23 due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

Mehaffie’s proposal, House 
Bill 2386, would address this by 
allowing businesses to apply for 
grants to cover bills and expenses 
that have not stopped while these 
businesses have been shut down 
during the pandemic, such as for 
rent or the mortgage, for insur-
ance, and for utility bills.

House Bill 2386 was voted out of  
the House Commerce Committee 
and sent to the full House floor, but 
then referred back to the House 
Finance Committee for amend-
ments and as part of  the process of  

being able to tap into the essential 
federal CARES funding source, 
Mehaffie said.

He hopes that the legislation 
can soon emerge back out of  com-
mittee and back to the full House 
for a vote.

The grants would be funded 
through federal dollars coming 
out of  the massive $2 trillion Coro-
navirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security, or CARES, Act that was 
passed by Congress and signed 
into law by President Donald 
Trump on March 27.

Identifying CARES as the fund-
ing source is key, Mehaffie said, 
because otherwise “the state 
doesn’t have the money” to cover 
the grants.

Businesses would apply to the 
state Department of  Community 
and Economic Development.

However, a business cannot ap-
ply until it has first filed a claim 
under its business interruption 
insurance, and then had that claim 
rejected.

Mehaffie encourages businesses 
to file that claim now, so that if  
and when the legislation is passed 
and the grants become available, 
businesses will have that rejection 
letter in hand and will be ready 
to apply.

That’s important because the 
grants will be first-come, first-
serve and once the CARES money 
set aside for the grants is gone, it’s 
gone, Mehaffie said.

“There is only going to be so 
much (money available) in this 
grant process. We want to spread 
it out and make it as available as 
we can to as many businesses until 
the money runs out.”

He could not estimate a range for 
how small or large the grants will 
be. That depends on the amount of  
bills that have piled up for each re-
spective business that could apply, 
and Mehaffie expects that amount 
will vary greatly  depending upon 
individual circumstances.

The proposal initially applied 
just to businesses based in Penn-

sylvania with no more than 200 
employees. However, Mehaffie 
said negotiations are under way 
to lower that threshold to no more 
than 100 employees, in an effort 
to target the grants to small in-
dependent businesses that so far 
may not have been able to get any 
of  the payroll protection money 
that was also initially included in 
the CARES Act. 

In another amendment intended 
to make it easier for small busi-
nesses to apply and get a grant, 
Mehaffie said a provision is being 
removed that would have barred a 
business that had laid off employ-
ees after the governor’s order from 
being eligible for a grant.

Keeping people employed was 
an original intent, Mehaffie said, 
but the financial distress of  these 
businesses as the pandemic has 
gone on is such that many of  them 
had to start laying off employees by 
the end of  March, so the decision 
was made to remove this provision 
from the legislation.

BILL: Mehaffie legislation to assist businesses referred to committee
From page 1

tablished by the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention.

Lenny — known more formally 
as Lenox — is a rescue horse 
owned by Samantha Horn. Rosie, 
once labeled an untamable mus-
tang, is owned by Olivia Bort. 
Bort adopted Rosie through the 
U.S. Bureau of  Land Management.

The Home also hosted a “Puppy 
Parade” for residents, featuring 
three service dogs from Susque-
hanna Services Dogs that also 
visited residents by coming to 
their windows.

The three dogs were Safari, an 
11-month-old golden retriever; 
Guinness, a 1 1/2-year-old black 
labrador retriever; and Blanche, 
a 5-year-old golden retriever. 
Blanche is also the Middletown 
Home Facility Dog.

The dogs were brought to the 
Home by Joel and Bethany Frank 
and Deb Nissley. Joel trains 
Blanche, Bethany trains Safari, 
and Deb trains Guinness.

Home staff also recently started 
a Family Video Call Program. This 
way residents can see their fam-
ily members on the screen while 
talking with them.

Staff members created activity 
packets to help residents stay busy. 
Each contains word searches, 
crossword puzzles, poems, stories, 
coloring pages and more. 

Clergy meet with residents 
daily and spend time with them, 
including talking and reflecting on 
truths and encouragements found 
in the Bible.

“We hope that this quarantine 
will be over soon, but we cer-
tainly have learned a lot about the 
strength there is in community, 
the importance of  connection, 
and the love that can overcome 
any distance,” said Home CEO 
Louis Vogel III.

Vogel told the Press & Journal 
that there have been no positive 
cases of  COVID-19 at the Home. 
He said as of  now there are no 
residents or staff showing any 
signs or symptoms of  the virus.

MANE: Residents receive four-legged visitors at Middletown Home
From page 1

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Bethany and Joel Frank brought their dogs, Safari and Blanche, to the 
Middletown Home recently to visit residents.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

More than 300 boxes of  food were 
given out to people in need at the 
Living Hope Church on School-
house Road in Londonderry Town-
ship on Friday.

It was the second time the 
church has given away the boxes 
each filled with 35 to 40 pounds 
of  perishable and nonperishable 
food. The first distribution was 
on April 17.

Living Hope will do another 
food box distribution soon, prob-
ably within the next few weeks, 
although a date hasn’t been set 
yet, lead pastor Ben Kreps told the 
Press & Journal.

People from other local church-
es showed up to get some of  the 
boxes of  food, to in turn donate to 
folks in their own areas that are 
in need, Kreps said.

The church also attended to the 
spiritual hunger of  those in need 
of  food. A sign was posted extend-
ing the offer to pray with church 
volunteers. A lot of  the people 
who came to Living Hope for food 
took the church up on that offer, 
Kreps said.

Living Hope has a congregation 
of  about 340 people. Within the 
congregation, the church has 13 
“community” groups, many with 

their own geographical identity as 
members are spread out.

One group is made up of  mem-

bers attending Living Hope who 
live in the Dillsburg area. Like the 
other community groups, they are 
eager to help with distributing the 
food boxes, Kreps said. There’s no 
shortage of  volunteers.

“There’s just a real eagerness in 
the church to find ways to  bless 
people and to care for them. It’s 
exciting to see the church respond 
so energetically. As a pastor it is 
gratifying," Kreps said.

The small group members are 
even pooling their own funds to 
help buy the boxes of  food, which 
the church purchases for $7 each 
from the Blessings of  Hope food 
distribution ministry in Leola, 
Lancaster County.

Of  the more than 300 boxes 
given away Friday, about 200 were 
purchased by members of  the 
small groups. The church bought 
the rest.

Church gives out another 300 
boxes of food, plans to do more

STAFF PHOTOS BY LAURA HAYES

Above, people drove up to Living Hope Church to pick up a free box of food 
on Friday. Left, Aric Graham loads a free box of food into a car. 

The Pennsylvania Department 
of  Health reported an explosion 
in deaths from the coronavirus 
on Tuesday, pushing the state-
wide total past 3,000.

The state reported 554 new 
deaths, bring the total to 3,012. 
These deaths have occurred 
over the past two weeks and are 
a “result of  our continued work 
to reconcile data from various 
sources,” according to a press 
release from the department.

There were 865 additional posi-
tive cases of  COVID-19 reported 
Tuesday, bringing the statewide 
total to 50,957 in all 67 counties. 
The highest one-day increase in 
total cases statewide remains 
1,989 on April 9.

Lancaster County reported 31 
additional deaths, for 144 total. Of  
those, 121 have been in nursing 
homes or personal care homes. 
All 31 new deaths reported 
Tuesday in Lancaster County 
were in those types of  facilities. 
It has 2,018 cases, up from 1,991 
on Monday.

Dauphin County saw an in-
crease of  1 death Tuesday, to 
29 — 21 of  which have been in 
nursing homes or personal care 
homes. It has 695 cases, up from 
652 on Monday.

Cumberland County reported 
7 deaths for 25 total, with 23 in 
nursing homes or personal care 
homes. The county has 382 cases, 
up from 375 Monday.

York County remained at 11 
deaths, with 1 in a nursing home 
or personal care facility; it has 
716 cases, up from 702 on Monday. 
Lebanon County’s death total 
went up by 5 to 15. It has 766 cases, 
up from 756 cases Monday. Of  its 
15 deaths, 9 are in nursing homes 
or personal care homes.

Statewide, there have been 
199,925 negative tests.

Most of  the patients hospital-
ized are aged 65 or older, and most 
of  the deaths have occurred in 
patients 65 or older. There have 
been no pediatric deaths. 

Statewide in nursing and per-
sonal care homes, there are 9,625 
resident cases of  COVID-19, and 
1,284 cases among employees, for 
a total of  10,909 at 495 facilities 
in 44 counties. Out of  the total 
deaths, 2,029 have occurred in 
residents from nursing or per-
sonal care facilities — a little 
more than 67 percent.

Three nursing homes or per-
sonal care facilities in Dauphin 
County have reported cases, 
affecting 132 residents and 29 
employees. Neither The Middle-
town Home nor Frey Village have 
cases, they have told the Press & 
Journal.

Some of  the hardest-hit coun-
ties: Philadelphia County by far 
has the most cases, up to 13,563 
cases and 627 deaths, 203 more 
than reported Monday. Mont-
gomery County has 4,687 cases 
and 443 deaths, an increase of  61. 
Delaware County has 4,269 cases 
and 318 deaths, an increase of  60 
from Monday. Bucks County has 
3,445 cases and 283 deaths, an in-
crease of  43. Lehigh County has 
2,999 with 94 deaths, an increase 
of  11, and Luzerne has 2,280 with 
104 deaths, an increase of  3. Al-
legheny County has 1,375 cases 
and 109 deaths, an increase of  7 
deaths.

Of  the positive cases in the 
state, 27,713, or 54 percent, are 
women, with 1,473 deaths; and 
22,634, 44 percent, are men, with 
1,522 deaths. There are 607 cases 
not reported as either gender, 
with 17 deaths, and 3 reported 
as neither.

Positive cases by age range 
• 0-4 years, less than 1 percent
• 5 to 12 years, less than 1 

percent
• 13 to 18 years, 1 percent
• 19 to 24 years, 6 percent
• 25 to 49 years, 38 percent
• 50 to 64 years, 27 percent
• 65 and older, 27 percent
Percentages may not total 100 

percent due to rounding.

Number of COVID-19 
deaths in Pa. sees 
huge increase as  
state reconciles data

The Middletown area reported 
the same number of  coronavirus 
cases Monday as it had Saturday 
— 31 in the 17057 ZIP code.

The total increased by 2 to 30 
on Friday after three straight 
days of  28 reported cases, then 
to 31 on Saturday.

The total is 14 more than the 
17 announced April 20, the first 
day the Department of  Health re-
leased ZIP code-specific numbers 
of  cases across the state. 

There were 17 total cases in 
the 17057 ZIP code on April 20; 
18 on April 21; 19 on April 22; 21 
on April 23; 23 on April 24; 26 on 
April 25; 27 total on April 26 and 
April 27; 28 on Tuesday, Wednes-
day and Thursday; 30 on Friday; 
and 31 on Saturday.

For the 17057 ZIP code, there 
have been 211 negative tests, 7 
more than Saturday.

Positive cases includes all 
people who have been confirmed 
to have a positive nucleic acid 
test for the virus that causes 
COVID-19. This number does not 
include people who are consid-
ered probable cases on the basis 
of  symptoms, exposure or other 
factors only.

The 17057 ZIP code includes 
Middletown and Royalton and 
almost all of  Lower Swatara and 
Londonderry townships. It has a 
total population of  about 23,000 
people.

• For the 17033 ZIP code, the 
Hershey area, there are 42 posi-
tive tests, 1 more than Saturday, 
and 220 negative, 9 more than 
Saturday.

• For the 17036 ZIP code, the 
Hummelstown area, there are 
35 positive tests, no change, and 
323 negative, an increase of  13.

• For the 17022 ZIP code, the 
Elizabethtown area, there are 
36 positive tests, an increase of  
1, and 390 negative, an increase 
of  18.

• For the 17034 ZIP code, the 
Highspire area, there are 1 to 4 
cases (the state does not specify 
the exact number when less than 
4 for patient privacy) and 22 nega-
tive tests, no change.

• For the 17502 ZIP code, the 
Bainbridge area just across the 
Lancaster County line, there are 
1 to 4 cases (the state does not 
specify the exact number when 
less than 4 for patient privacy) 
and 25 negative tests, no change.

Coronavirus cases in 
17057 ZIP code level off

Sunset Golf Course open 
for play, but with changes

Sunset Golf  Course, which is 
owned by Londonderry Town-
ship, is now open for play.

Golf  courses, marinas, guided 
fishing trips and privately owned 
campgrounds were allowed to re-
open statewide May 1, as part of  
lifting some restrictions because 
of  the coronavirus pandemic.

The course is following the rec-
ommendations of  the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
and the state of  Pennsylvania 
and has made numerous changes 
to the golf  course and operations 
“to assist in providing the safest 
golf  experience possible for our 

members, guests and staff,” it 
said in an email.

Sunset has removed all ball 
washers, benches, sand rakes 
and divot bottles, and raised cups 
are being used. When the ball 
strikes the cup, the putt is good. 
Do not touch flagsticks or cups. 
Tee markers remain and should 
not be touched. Maintain at least 
6 feet from each playing partner 
while on the tee box and green. 
Social distancing is mandatory, 
the course said.

Read this story at www.pres-
sandjournal.com for more de-
tails on course changes.
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A campus of  wellness, rehabilitation 
and life-long learning.

Socially distant 
yet very close

at heart

But for now, Ocker’s profes-

sional baseball career is on hold. 
In mid-March, he and all the other 
players in the Indians organiza-

tion were sent home from spring 
training in Arizona to await in-
struction. Rumors have circulated 
about when the Major League 
Baseball games might restart, but 
he waits to hear definitive plans — 
including whether there will be a 
minor-league season at all.

His goal was to start the season 
in mid-April for the Indians Class 
A team, based in Lake County, 
Ohio, northeast of  Cleveland. The 
Captains were scheduled to play 
against the Kane County Cougars 
in Geneva today. 

If  Ocker had really excelled in 
the last few weeks of  spring train-
ing, he might have made it to the 
Indians’ Advanced Class A team, 
based in Lynchburg, Virginia. The 
Hillcats were to play a short drive 
from Middletown today, against 
the Keys in Frederick, Maryland.

Instead, he’s at home, doing his 
best to stay in shape physically and 
mentally. He maintains a throwing 
routine so his arm will be ready.

He talks to someone from the 
Indians organization several times 
a week. They check in to make sure 
he is feeling good and that he hasn’t 
been around anyone who has been 
exposed to the coronavirus, and to 
make sure his family is feeling well 
and to see if  he needs anything.

He throws five days a week to 
keep his arm in shape. Sometimes 
it’s with his dad or his girlfriend’s 
dad. When he wants to pitch off the 
mound, he asks a catcher from the 
Blue Raider baseball team.

With working out, “they encour-
age us to be creative, use whatever 
you can around the house, and just 
try to get the most out of  the work-
outs that they send us,” he said.

He might grab a bucket of  paint 
to lift and do squats with, or grab 
free weights he has laying around 
the house.

It’s the first time he’s been back 
in the spring since he gradu-
ated from Middletown Area High 
School in 2015.

“It’s weird,” he said. “I’ve been 
trying to make the best of  it, get 
my work in. I hate sitting around 
the house, so a lot of  the time I 
just take my boat out on the river 
and fish all day long. I’m trying to 
figure out stuff to do away from 
people, so going out on the river 
is my therapy. Taking bike rides 
up in the mountains and stuff like 
that, it helps me get away and just 
relax a little bit,” he said.

Quick trip home
It was in January when Ocker 

said players at the Indians’ spring 
training facility in Goodyear, Ari-
zona, just west of  Phoenix, started 
hearing about the coronavirus.

“We had a couple of  meetings, 
just going over how to wash your 
hands and no more fist-bumps or 
high-fives after a big hit and things 
like that,” he said.

By mid-March, however, things 
had changed. He was scheduled to 
pitch Friday, March 13. On March 
12, everything was shut down.

“We weren’t sure if  we were go-
ing to be quarantined out there or 
if  they were going to send everyone 
home,” he said.

Ocker was already used to the 
routine of  being in Arizona. He 
went out before Halloween, and 
except for a short break, was there 
until the season was put on hold. 
He attended camps to prepare for 
his first spring training as a profes-
sional player, working on his arm 
path for pitching, his lower body 
mechanics and training velocity.

When final decisions were made 
about sending players home, it was 
“very, very short notice,” he said.

“We had an off day, and I was 
actually on a hike up in the 
mountains in Arizona. I got a text 
message that said, ‘Hey, can you 
make the bus to the airport for 
your flight tonight at 6:30?’ It was 
like 5 o’clock. I was like, yeah, I 
can make it. So we started sprint-
ing down the mountain,” he said.

Pitching different in pros
The 2015 Middletown Area High 

School graduate had a standout 
pitching career at the College of  
Charleston before being taken 
with the 880th selection in the 
29th round of  the Major League 
Baseball draft June 5, 2019. He is 
the son of  Jodi and Keith Ocker.

Ocker, who is 6 feet tall and 
weighs 190 pounds, ended his ca-
reer at the South Carolina college 
ranked second all-time in saves 
(26), WHIP (0.97) and appearances 
(92). He ranks third all-time in 
strikeouts per nine innings (10.24), 
sixth in strikeouts (215) and sev-
enth in earned run average (3.00), 
and is second in Colonial Athletic 
Association history in saves. He 
had a 15-10 career record and has 
held opposing batters to a .213 bat-
ting average in 189 innings pitched.

Ocker was a 2019 All-CAA Sec-

ond Team selection as a senior, 
with 12 saves, a 2.45 ERA and 
54 strikeouts in 47.2 innings. He 
ranked 22nd in the nation in saves.

Despite his college background, 
playing in the pros is different.

“There are guys that are 18 years 
old and throw 100 miles an hour. 
Then there are guys who don’t 
throw that hard and throw low 90s 
and can just get guys out,” he said. 
“So every single person has their 
craft and why they’re there. But 
there are guys, you look around, 
and you’re like, ‘That guy is legit.’” 

Coaches have helped him make 
changes to his pitching delivery, 
including his arm path. 

“It’s a lot shorter and compact 
and more powerful. Even my lower 
body is changing, where my back 
knee sits when I’m striding down 
the mound, rotating off the rubber 
instead of  pushing. It’s constantly 
evolving, daily,” he said.

“The main thing is health. My 
arm feels 100 percent healthier 
with the new arm path. Velocity, 
too. I feel more powerful. The ball 
is coming out of  my hand better,” 
he said.

But pitching professionally is a 
much bigger mental adjustment 
than physical, he said.

“One thing that is different 
about pro ball is that you are basi-
cally pitching your own game. In 
college, the pitching coach calls 
what you’re going to be pitching. 
In pro ball, you have to learn how 
to read hitters’ swings, when to 
throw this in what count. It brings 
a whole new mental game,” he 
said. “I learned a lot, just like how 
to look at a hitter and know what to 
throw, or how to read their swing 
and know what pitch they can’t 
hit, what pitch they can hit, and 
where not to throw.”

Summer success
He spent last summer with the 

Arizona League Indians Blue 
Team, for rookie players mostly 
coming out of  college. He led the 
team with 5 saves, and they made 
it to the Arizona League finals 
before falling to a team of  Texas 
Rangers minor-leaguers.

Ocker had an 0-1 record with a 
stellar ERA of  1.50 in 14 games and 
18 innings pitched.

He says baseball is a job, but he 
realizes it’s supposed to be fun.

“Since I was 5 or 6. I’ve had fun 
with it, and that’s really what got 

me there. If  I’m not having fun 
with something that I’m doing, 
I’m not going to go and work out 
during my down time. If  I didn’t 
have fun with it and didn’t want 
to be good, I would have just hung 
out with my friends and not take it 
as seriously as I do,” he said. “It’s 
like everyone else says in life. If  
you have fun at your job and you 
enjoy what you do, you’re not going 
to work a day in your life. I’m just 
fortunate enough that I get to play 
a childhood game that everyone 
grew up watching at some point.”

What does future hold?
While Lake County, Ohio isn’t 

exactly next door (it’s about a 
five-hour drive), it still would be 
the closest he has regularly played 
to home in awhile. Charleston is a 
10-hour drive, and last year’s sum-
mer was spent in Arizona.

“Being close to home, that’s 
definitely going to be nice, hope-
fully have friends and family make 
road trips out to see some games. 
It should be fun,” he said.

If  he were to excel in Class A 
and move up to Class AA with the 
Indians, he would play for the Ak-
ron Rubber Ducks in Ohio. They 
play in the Eastern League with 
the Harrisburg Senators. A return 
home for games would be likely.

“That would be awesome. I re-
member participating in the Pitch 
Hit & Run (competition for youths) 
on City Island and playing in the 
Big 26 game there, so it would be a 
very cool story as a kid who grew 
up 5 miles away to come back home 
and play a series there, especially 
with all the support I have back 
home here,” he said.

He knows playing in the Major 
Leagues is a longshot. But if  he 
doesn’t make it, it won’t be for a 
lack of  effort, he said. 

“Obviously the odds of  playing 
college baseball are small. Then 
making it professionally are ex-
tremely small. Then making it to 
the show (the Major Leagues) is 
even smaller. So I don’t even like 
to think of  myself  as a statistic 
in those terms. I determine my 
future, and how I do that is stay 
on top of  my work in the weight 
room, training room and the ball 
field. At the end of  the day, if  I 
don’t make it, I know I gave it my 
all. If  I do make it, I know I made 
it because of  the work I put in on 
and off the field,” he said.

OCKER: MAHS grad working out at home to stay in shape for when minor league baseball comes back
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KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE  5/5/20 - 5/11/20

Family
Favorites!

ALL PRICING IS WHILE SUPPLIES LAST, NO RAIN CHECKS.

KARNS LUMP
CRAB CAKESCRAB CAKESCRAB CAKES

$3ea.

FRESH CHICKEN
THIGHS
MUST BUY 5 LBS+ 59¢

lb.

21/25 CT EZ PEEL
JUMBO SWEET PINK
SHRIMP
SOLD IN 2 LB BAGS 699

lb.

WHOLE BONELESS
BEEF TENDERLOINS
5 LB AVG

999
lb.

USDA CHOICE BONELESS
RIB EYE STEAKS

1299
lb.

RIB EYE STEAKS

12

Mother’s Day
 GRILL READY!

HARRISBURG

ALL PRICING IS WHILE SUPPLIES LAST, NO RAIN CHECKS.

24 OZ SEASONED
CEDAR BAY SALMON
ON CEDAR PLANKS

$19ea.

8.5 - 9.5 OZ UTZ
FAMILY SIZED
POTATO CHIPS

BUY 2 GET 3

FREE
5 FOR $8.58

16.9OZ/6PK PEPSI
MUST BUY 4+
SINGLES $3.49

HASS
AVOCADOS

FRESH
BROCCOLI
CROWNS

5 FOR 
$5 

99¢
lb.

4 FOR 
$10 George P. 

Hartwick, III

Mike Pries

Jeff Haste

DAUPHIN
COUNTY

COMMISSIONERS

Stay informed about 
what’s happening in 

Dauphin County 
by visiting 

DauphinCounty.org 
and our Facebook 
and Twitter pages. 

Dear Dauphin County Residents 
and Business Owners: 
On Friday, April 17, we encouraged residents and 
businesses throughout Dauphin County to wear blue 
or display blue ribbons and signage, post a picture on 
social media, and use the hashtag #DauphinCounty-
GoesBlue to show support for everyone who is on the 
front line helping others – from healthcare workers 
and first responders to grocery store clerks and case-
workers. The response was overwhelming. Our sense 
of community has never been stronger.

#DauphinCountyGoesBlue

The photos from Dauphin County Goes Blue say it all!
Here are just a few from around the county...
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