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CORONAVIRUS 2020

More on coronavirus
Find more coverage on pages 4 and 5. 
What is published in today’s edition 
is only a fraction of our coronavirus 
coverage. Go to www.pressandjournal.
com for multiple daily updates.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown is being awarded 
a $462,100 grant of  federal funds 
to cover half  the amount of  
paying for the estimated cost of  
building a new 
playground to 
replace Kids 
Kastle in Hof-
fer Park.

The National 
Park Service 
has approved 
granting the 
money to the 
borough through the federally 
funded Land and Water Conserva-
tion Fund, Lori K. Yeich with the 
regional office of the Pennsylvania 
Department of  Conservation and 

Natural Resources, told the Press 
& Journal in an email Monday.

Mayor James H. Curry III in 
an April 7 video posted on his 
Facebook page announced that the 
borough on March 30 had received 
an email from DCNR, extending 
congratulations upon receiving 
the grant from the federal fund.

B o ro u g h  M a n a g e r  Ke n 
Klinepeter was not available for 
comment Tuesday. Borough Sec-
retary Grace Miller told the Press 
& Journal that DNCR informed the 
borough by telephone that it had 
been awarded the grant but that 
the borough does not yet have a 
formal award letter from DCNR.

Because of  the COVID-19 pan-
demic, DCNR said it could be 
awhile before the borough receives 
formal written notification about 

the grant, according to Miller.
 The borough is required to come 

up with its own $462,100 to match 
dollar for dollar the money being 

provided. The borough already 
has $436,000 of  that in hand, hav-

$462,100 federal grant comes through for Little 
Middletown to replace Kids Kastle at Hoffer Park

Police: 3 area men harassed 
residents by impersonating 
police, fake FB accounts and 
numerous prank phone calls

Please see GRANT, page 6

Curry STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER 

The Kids Kastle playground in Hoffer Park is seen in this 2018 file photo.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Three area men face multiple 
charges after Middletown police 
say they threatened several bor-
ough residents through prank 
phone calls, impersonating po-
lice and creating fake Facebook 
accounts to harass people.

Police filed charges April 21 
against Logan Ray Stoltzfus, 

21, of  Middletown, no specific 
address available. On April 23, 
police charged Dylan Ray Gipe, 
20, of  the 800 block of  Vine Street 
in Middletown; and Antonio 
Colello, 21; of  the first block 
of  Greenfield Drive in Lower 
Swatara Township.

According to arrest docu-
ments, the investigation began 

Please see HARASSMENT, page 5

‘I can’t stop smiling 
underneath my mask’

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

It was just after 7:30 p.m. Monday, and 
Marco Navarro and his family were wait-
ing, checking their phones every couple 
of  minutes to find out how close Marco’s 
fiancee, Maura Esposito, was from arriv-
ing home. 

Esposito is a registered nurse. Usually 
she works in the neurology intensive 
care unit at Penn State Health Milton S. 
Hershey Medical Center, but recently she 
has been working in the COVID-19 ICU.

As she drove up Nissley Drive toward 
her home in Twelve Oaks, she saw a long 
line of  Lower Swatara Fire Department 
vehicles and Lower Swatara Police De-

partment cars lined up along the road. 
Marco waved her down. At first Esposito 

thought something bad had happened. 
“But then I realized what was happen-

ing, and it was an overwhelming feeling. 
It was amazing,” she said.

Esposito was near the front line of  first 

STAFF PHOTOS BY LAURA HAYES

Marco Navarro, fiance of Maura Esposito, who is driving the car, tells Maura that she will be in a parade in her honor through their 
neighborhood in Lower Swatara Township on Monday night. Esposito is a nurse at Hershey Medical Center.

Above left, Maura Esposito reacts after seeing the support from her neighbors. Above right, Marco Navarro, her fiance, talks with her after 
the small parade through their neighborhood Monday. See many more photos at www.pressandjournal.com.

Family organizes first-responder parade to honor ICU nurse

Please see NURSE, page 8

Middletown 
pool might 
not open, 
renovations 
suggested

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown borough might not 
open the municipal swimming pool 
on South Union Street at all in 2020, 
citing ongoing uncertainty over when 
social distancing restrictions tied to 
the COVID-19 pandemic will be eased 
or lifted.

Council does not plan to make a 
decision on whether to open the pool 
this year until council’s next scheduled 
meeting May 5. Borough Manager Ken 
Klinepeter suggested council hold 
off on making a final decision until 
then so word can 
get out to the pub-
lic. This would give 
residents a chance 
to comment on the 
proposal before 
council takes ac-
tion May 5.

However, council 
during its April 21 
meeting received a recommendation 
from the pool aquatic director through 
Klinepeter that the pool would not be 
able to open until mid-summer. That 
is based on the director’s analysis of  
guidance from the federal government 
and from Gov. Tom Wolf.

At that point, “she does not believe 
it is going to be worthwhile opening 
this year financially,” Klinepeter said, 
adding that he agreed with her recom-
mendation.

Another factor is that if  the pool 
cannot be open until midsummer, it 
will be difficult for the borough to hire 
the high school and college students 
needed to staff the pool for that short 
period of  time, Klinepeter added.

Councilor Dawn Knull, who works 
the closest with the pool and its staff, 
agreed with Klinepeter’s recommen-
dation.

Knull proposed an alternative: that 
the borough take the money that coun-
cil included in the 2020 budget for pool 
operations and instead use these funds 
for improvements to the pool to make 
sure the facility is in tip-top shape to 

Borough officials want 
public feedback before  
final decision is made

Please see POOL, page 8

Knull

Please see CASES, page 5

Coronavirus 
cases in area 
rise steadily 
in last week

There was 1 new confirmed coro-
navirus case in the Middletown area 
on Tuesday, putting the total at 28 in 
the 17057 ZIP code, the Pennsylvania 
Department of  Health announced.

That is 11 more than April 20, the 
first day the Department of  Health 
released ZIP code-specific numbers of  
coronavirus cases across the state — an 
increase of  almost 65 percent in nine 
days. 

There were 17 to-
tal cases in the 17057 
ZIP code on April 
20; 18 on April 21; 
19 on April 22; 21 on 
Thursday; 23 on Fri-
day; 26 on Saturday; 
and 27 total on Sun-
day and Monday.

For the 17057 ZIP code, there have 
been 179 negative tests, 8 more than 
Monday. 

Positive cases includes all people who 
have been confirmed to have a posi-
tive nucleic acid test for the virus that 
causes COVID-19. This number does 
not include people who are considered 
probable cases on the basis of  symp-
toms, exposure or other factors only.

The 17057 ZIP code includes Middle-
town and Royalton and almost all 
of  Lower Swatara and Londonderry 
townships. It has a total population of  
about 23,000 people. 

Statewide, the Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of  Health on Tuesday confirmed 
1,214 additional positive cases of  CO-
VID-19, bringing the statewide total 
to 43,264. 

All 67 counties in Pennsylvania have 

Levine
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NEWS IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD   |   LAVONNE ACKERMAN

Here’s hoping May brings better news

*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. Free burgers 
will be sent to each shipping address that includes (61086). Standard S&H 
added per address.  Not valid with other o� ers. Expires 5/31/20. All purchases 
subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use & Privacy Policy: omahasteaks
.com/terms-of-useOSI and omahasteaks.com/info/privacy-policy or call 
1-800-228-9872.  Photos exemplary of product advertised. 

THE BUTCHER’S BUNDLE
4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet

Order Now 1.717.388.2973  |  OmahaSteaks.com/dinner455

Ask for The Butcher’s Bundle  61086SRR

$238.91* separately   

COMBO PRICE  
$6999

+ 4 MORE
BURGERS FREE!

GET IT ALL
20 MAIN COURSES + SIDES & DESSERT

YOU CAN
TRUST

QUALITY & VALUE

GUARANTEED!

We are currently open
 and operating our pharmacy for prescriptions 

and over-the-counter medications

(717) 944-1640
436 East Main Street 

www.middletown-pharmacy.com
Mon. - Fri. 9-8; Sat. 9-5; Closed Sun. 

Please follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter for any changes in this policy

Thank you and be safeFOR FOOD, COFFEE, BEER, SPIRITS, 
AND CANNED COCKTAILS
Check our Facebook page for 
updates on menu and hours

1 S Union St., Middletown  (717) 616-8799
Sun-Thurs 11-7;  Fri-Sat 11-9

zOPEN FOR BUSINESSå

ONE
LOVE

bbq
& catering

G
OOD FOOD FAST!

WE’RE
OPEN
Call ahead 
for curbside 
carry-out
717-366-4184

BEST 
BBQ

 IN CENTRAL PA

Wed-Sun 11-8
346 Hershey Rd.

Elizabethtown
onelovebbq.com

717-533-8999
1190 W. Chocolate Ave.
Hummelstown
Mon-Sat 11am-8pm

FAMILY MEALS TO GO (Serves 4–5) $45 Includes salad and rolls

Call or visit our website: 

dafnos.com
Thank you for your 
continued support!

Regular lunch and dinner menu to go, plus...

450 N. Pine Street, Middletown
 (717) 388-1072

The Warwick Hotel
12 West Main Street, Hummelstown

Order online www.thewarwickhotel.com from 11-5:30 the day 
of order or call 717-566-9124 beginning at 2pm the day of order

WEEKEND 
TAKE OUT

AVAILABLE!

Pickup window:
Friday or Saturday

4:00-6:00 pm

Place your 
order online 
or by phone

10 am to 8 pm
Everyday

Breski Beverage

Breski’s Beverage
1170 Eisenhower Blvd., Harrisburg • 717-939-4831

www.alfredsvictorian.com   •   717-944-5373   •   38 N. Union St., Middletown
Take out available Fridays & Saturdays

Mother’s Day can still be special!
Even though we’re still in lockdown, 

we’re going out of our way to make
 the day special with a takeout menu.

Please call us for more details!

Soon it is time to rip the 
month of  April off the calendar. 
Maybe the merry month of  May 
will bring us some good news. 
Couldn’t we use some good news 
right about now? No matter 
how crazy the world gets, let’s 
be determined to be kind and 
reasonable!  

Now is the time to become a 
student. How many times have 
you skimmed something and 
thought, wow, I would like to go 
deeper into that subject ... but 
time would not allow? Now is 
the time! Google, read, watch the 
History Channel. There is tons 
to learn. 

Fortunately, spring is growing 
all over the place, and that usu-
ally requires yard work. 

April in Florida has been very 
hot. There is no spring this year! 
The locals tell me this is an un-
usually warm spring. What else 
is new, 2020? Everything with 
you is unusual!

Have a wonderful week, 
watching and waiting to see 
what happens next. Feel free to 
reach out and share, anything! 

Birthdays 
Happy birthday shout-out to 

twins Jordan and Eddie Arnold 
of  Lower Swatara Township. 
They celebrate their 24th birth-
days on Wednesday, April 29. 
Enjoy and stay safe!

Best wishes for a wonderful 
Wednesday birthday to a beauti-
ful girl, Cassandra Johnson, of  
Middletown. She joins the teener 
club on April 29. May God richly 

bless you. Happy 13th!
Hey, Malik Drake is a decade 

old on Wednesday, April 29. Wel-
come to the double digits, Malik!  
I hope your day is super-duper, 
blessed, and just how you like it.

Carly Williams marks her 
quarter-of-a-century big deal 
birthday on Thursday, April 30. 
Congrats and best wishes to you!

Happy last teener birthday to 
Yalyssa Ortiz of  Middletown on 
Thursday, April 30. May your 
day be delightful as you turn 19! 

Happy Sweet 16 honk-honk-
beep day to Austin Wolf of  
Lower Swatara. He celebrates 
this special day April 30. Have 
a thrilling Thursday birthday, 
Austin! 

Happy birthday and May 1 to 
Jeremy Barnes of  Middletown. I 
hope 26 fantastic things happen 
to you on Friday! 

Here is a shout-out for a super 
Saturday, May 2 birthday to 
Cheryl Daily of  Lower Swatara. I 
hope your party weekend is full 
of  sunshine, Cheryl!

Pam Shonk of  Londonderry 
Township marks her ice cream-
and-cake day on Saturday, May 
2. Enjoy your birthday with all 
the streamers and cupcakes you 
can take, Pam! 

Wishing a marvelous Monday 
birthday to Janice Breon of  
Lower Swatara on May 4. Have 
the best day, ever! 

Logan Nissley celebrates his 
double-toothpick cake day on 
Tuesday, May 5. Enjoy your 11th 
balloon-flying birthday week, 
Logan!

Happy frosty-filled party 
day to Larry Sheaffer of  Lower 
Swatara on Tuesday, May 5. 
Have a ball! 

Meredith Breon will hear the 
birthday song Tuesday, May 5. 
I hope it is a beautiful sound to 
your ears! 

Anniversaries 
Happy 35th wedding anniver-

sary to former Lower Swatara 
Township residents Joe and 
Denise Giulivo on Monday, May 
4. I believe chocolate and flow-
ers are the order of  the day! And 
maybe a donkey sighting! 

Happy 41st anniversary to Don 
and Marie Fuoti on Tuesday, 
May 5. Congrats and enjoy your 
together time! 

Wakeup Spring Stew
2 lbs. beef  cubes
8 pieces celery ribs
9 carrots
6 medium potatoes 
6 medium onions 
2 cans mushroom soup
2/3 can water 
Put everything together in 

covered dish in the oven, 350 
degrees, for three hours. Serve 
with warm bread. 

Congrats, Brittany 
Congrats to Brittany Halbleib 

of  Hummelstown, who was 
recently inducted into the Honor 
Society of  Phi Kappa Phi. She is 
a student at Lycoming College in 
Williamsport and a 2017 Lower 
Dauphin High School graduate.

Quote of the Week 
“When we know the Lord and 

trust him, he helps us overcome 
the fears that can paralyze our 

lives,” — Warren Wiersbe, au-
thor, on Psalm 27 commentary. 

Question of the Week 
In what area would you like to 

develop a greater understand-
ing?

“The Holocaust. It’s interest-
ing to me, with being quaran-
tined. We have technology, they 
didn’t. How did they manage? 
What were their thoughts? How 
did they cope? Just thoughts 
about that situation and think-
ing about the state of  things 
now.” — Pam Thomas, Hunting-
don County, Pennsylvania.

“Probably learning more 
about Victory Gardens and 
hydroponics.” — Marsha Boltz, 
Susquehanna Township. 

“Chemistry! If  you understand 
chemistry, you understand how 
everything works, nutrition-
ally.” — Wendy Weiss, Aledo, 
Texas.

“Always Jesus! Scriptures. 
I wish I was in a Bible study.” 
— Robin Wood, Sparta, New 
Jersey. 

“My Arbonne apps!” — Jayme 
Ackerman, Singer Island, 
Florida.

“Animals!” — Stella Ryan, 9, 
West Hanover Township.

“How to show the people I love 
that I care about them.” — Luca 
Ryan, 5, West Hanover.

Proverb for the Week 
Whoever is slow to anger has 

great understanding, but he who 
has a hasty temper exalts folly 
(14:29).

Reach LaVonne Ackerman at 
717-649-7366 or by email at La-
VonneAck@comcast.net.

Middletown Area High School recently announced its distin-
guished honor roll and honor roll for the third period. Distin-
guished Honor Roll requires all “A’s” or perfect marks. For the 
Honor Roll, a student must earn all “A’s” and “B’s.” 

Distinguished Honor Roll
12th Grade: Nicole Renee Altland, 

Macy Taylor Appleby, Dylan Joseph 
Bakaric, Megan Rose Burghdorf, 
Casandra Marie Eckert, Kathleen 
Hope Fitzpatrick, Cayla Miranda 
Garman, Alexis Jameson Habber-
shon, Benjamin Patrick Hursh, Alexia 
Nicole Jorich, Bethany Eva Keyser, 
Alyssa Ann Martz, Madalyne Grace 
McGovern, Jaden Michael Miller, 
Courtney Christine Shaffer, Anna 
Gene Shank, Joseph Thomas Spear, 
Kendall Renee Stiffler, Angelina Rose 
Torres, and Raymond F. Truntz.

11th Grade: Ayden Dean Miller.
10th Grade: Makayla Marie 

Claggett, Sara Nicole Dintiman, and 
Stacey Hinojosa.

9th Grade: Emily Elizabeth 
Boyer, Emma Jean Cyr, Aurora Lynn 
Demko, Layna Paige Lighty, Bridget 
Christine Muller, Morgan C. Pa-
checo, Nathan Daniel Russo, Samuel 
Moises Vargas, and Ethan Graham 
Witmyer.

Honor Roll
12th Grade: Jenna Renee 

Baumbach, Emily Rose Bivens, 
Daniel Scott Brenner, Jacob Cole 
Buffington, Tristan Jason Cassidy, 
Bankshita Devkota, Zackery Charles 
Dunlap, Cassandra Jill Ebersole, 
Dane Alexander Ebersole, Luke 
Alexander Fegley, Leilani Ann Fulmer, 
Joyce Maricle Gittens, Kiera Anne 
Guckavan, Destiney Marie Gutshall, 
Kayla Faith Gutshall, Jeremy Todd 
Hippensteel, Hailey Jean Hocken-
berry, Jace Anthony Imler, Benjamin 
Hany Maurice Iskander, Cindy Jiang, 
Jonathan Allen Jumper, Jaelynn Ma-
rie Keller, Brady Aaron Keyser, Julie 
Marie Korac, Shawnee Lee Kuhns, 
Walaleseh Monique Kuopar, Connor 
Charles Leiby, Jose Miguel Lopez-
Quinones, Zachary Thaddeus Malay, 
Cristal Francheska Negron Soto, 
Antonio Exavier Pittman, Makenna 
Racheal Redline, Andrea Marie 
Rivas, Camryn Noelle Russ, Isabella 
Marie Stillo, Lyniese Stasia Thomas, 
Ayana Zion Williams, China Nevaeh 
Williams, Jazmyne Nyrese Windham, 
Justin Daniel Yohn, Hamza Zaman, 
and Noelle Nicole Zimmerman.

11th Grade: Jenna Marie Alford, 
Jayden Colby Michael Benner, Erin 

Christine Brown, Nathan Daniel 
Burkholder, Morgan J. Dinger, 
Tiana Renee George, Abigail Morgan 
Grimland, Michael John Hevel, Ruth 
Joy Hoffman, Alexis Haley Jefferson, 
Kayla Michelle Kauffman, Morgan 
Paige Klingeman, Jordan Lee Knaub, 
Alexis Kristine Knerr, Antonio 
Eugene Koser, Amanda Jordan 
Lee, Tiana Marie Noon, Isha Chan-
drashekhar Shah, Kaden Timothy 
Sweeney, Jeremy Melburn Wells, and 
Dylon Morris Zettlemoyer.

10th Grade: Dylan Michael 
Bernola, Lucia Maria Carettii, Lynd-
say Reagan Carnes, Presley Aron 
Carnes. Chloe Elisabeth Cleland, 
Vincent Michael Corradi, Jamuna 
Dahal, Deonte Sannan Deshawn 
Davis, Taylor LeeAnn Dunlap, Carly 
Erin Dupes, Skylar Rae Garza, Carter 
Andrew Headley, Maya Leighann 
Herneisey, Tamia Marie Hill-Johnson, 
Dewanik Koirala, Camila Gabri-
ella Martinez, Karly Alexis Mather, 
Patrick Quaresma McHugh, Sarah 
Kathryn Eileen Miscevich, Lani Marie 
Moore, Cynthia Itzel Ortiz-Sanchez, 
Caden August Paul, Tegan Lianna 
Rider, Marissa Nicole Romberger, 
Preetika Sahi, Ian Alexander Sipe, 
Annalise Delaney Spagnolo, Bran-
don Christoper Thomas, Matthew 
James Wagner, Maya Kirsten Wag-
ner, Noah Thomas Wertz, and Doron 
Samuel Yospa.

9th Grade: Ryleigh A. Atticks, 
M. Amaan Azeem, Marquis Lowell 
Beasley, John Steven Bell, Amari 
Ramon Betha, Cailey Ann Camp-
bell, Sebastian Geovani Dash, Triniti 
Louise Marie Davis, Melanny Isa-
bella DeLaCruz, Lena Alysa Emigh, 
Carizma Inez Fernandez, Euphemia 
Hawa Gray, Tristan Joseph Handley, 
Braelan Anthony Huber, Jaron Aus-
tin Imler, Joseph Vytas Korsak, Jade 
Bernadette Lesisko, Cadence Rae 
Lines, Natalie Catherine Maneval, 
Alyssa Layne Mather, Jessica Lynn 
Matincheck, Marco Antonio Ortiz-
Sanchez, Victoria Elisabeth Peters, 
Isaiah Matthew Plaunt, Dasani 
Marie Ritter, Ashley Lauren Rus-
nov, Alexa Marie Saul, Aidan John 
Shaffer, Bailey Wayne Snyder, Molly 
Elizabeth Strite, Mia Jolie Thomas, 
Aidan Robert Torres, and Katherine 
Margaret Yoder.

MAHS releases honor 
rolls for third quarter

The Kiwanis Club of  Middle-
town has announced its May Ser-
vice Project for young children in 
the Middletown area. 

During this time of  “shelter 
in place,” the Kiwanis Club of  
Middletown is sending out color-
ing books, which members have 
made by hand, to children ages 2 
through 7 who live in the Middle-
town area ZIP code of  17057. 

“Children love to receive mail. 
They get excited when they know 
something is in the mail just for 
them!” the organization said in 
a press release.

If  you have a child in this age 

group and would like Kiwanis 
to mail them a coloring book 
for free, send an email to Ki-
wanisMTNPA@Rmail.com and 
provide the child’s name and 
mailing address. 

Coloring books will be distrib-
uted as the supply lasts. 

“We hope our May Young Chil-
dren Priority One service project 
brings smiles, joy and happiness 
to your child,” the organization 
said in the release.

The group is online at www.
kiwanisclubofmiddletown.com 
and www.facebook.com/kiwan-
ismiddletownpa.

Kiwanis providing free 
coloring books to children
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Obituaries: 
Notify your funeral director that you would like your love one’s 
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Fee: 31¢ per word. $5 for photo billed through funeral home. 
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DEADLINE: NOON MONDAY

Donna Sowers
ELIZABETHTOWN 

Donna L. Sowers, 73, of  Eliza-
bethtown, entered into eternal rest 
on Tuesday, April 21, 2020 at St. 
Luke’s Hospital, Bethlehem, Pa.

She was born September 24, 1946 
in Harrisburg and was the loving 
daughter of  the late Daniel and 
June (Dodson) Zart.

Donna enjoyed many things 
such as listening to Elvis Presley 
(Hound Dog) and Rod Stewart. 
She liked to cook, bake and writ-
ing stories and poems and was 
excited to have one of  her poems 
published. Her greatest love was 
being with her family.

In addition to her parents, 
Donna was preceded in death by 
her husband, William Sowers.

Donna is survived by her sons, 
Daniel Hersh, William Sowers 
(Erin) and Robert Sowers (Stacy); 
daughter, Janet Hersh; sisters, 
Erma Frantz, Gloria Zart, Dessa 
Milkovich and Kathryn Halter-
man; and grandchildren, Grant 
Amey and Nyles Rife.

Services for Donna will be 
private and at the convenience of  
the family.

The family has entrusted the 
Matinchek Funeral Home, 260 E. 
Main St., Middletown, Pa. with the 
funeral arrangements.

Condolences may be sent online 
at www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com.

Henry M. Via
MIDDLETOWN 

Henry M. Via, 63, of  Middle-
town, entered into eternal rest 
on Wednesday, April 22, 2020 at 
home with his family by his side. 
Henry was the loving husband of  
Jeanette L. (Romero) Via. 

He was born on September 19, 
1956 in Harrisburg and was the 
son of  the late Charles and Jane 
(Turns) Via.

Henry was a US Air Force Viet-
nam Veteran, and was the owner 
of  Via’s Construction for 35 years. 
He also was a member of  Rescue 
Fire Company, Hershey Umpire 
League, Anglers & Hunters, Mid-
dletown and 3 Point Sportsman’s 
Club, Snowshoe, Pa.

Henry is survived by his loving 
wife, his daughter, Jamie Via; his 
son, Henry M. Via II, and wife, 
Kara (Groff) Via and granddaugh-
ter Margot Via; his brothers, Rick, 
Charles and Kevin Via and his 
sister, Donna Via.

Private graveside services and 
burial in Middletown Cemetery 
will be held at the convenience of  
the family.

After the Covid-19 recommend-
ed restrictions are lifted, there will 
be a public memorial service. We 
will be announcing the memorial 
service once we know when and 
where it will be held.

The family has entrusted the 
care of  the Matinchek Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services, 
Inc., Middletown to handle the 
arrangements.

Condolence may be sent online 
at www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com and/or in lieu of  flowers 
consider donation to https://www.
gofundme.com/f/inmemory-of-
henry-via.

Helen Loie Kresge 
Klinger 
FORMERLY OF MIDDLETOWN

Helen Loie Kresge Klinger was 
born August 22nd 1945. She was a 
former resident of Middletown PA. 

Helen peacefully went to be 
with the Lord April 16th 2020 in 
her home in Lake Havasu City 
Arizona. She was a retired hair 
stylist for 43 years. She loved 
playing duplicate Bridge, where 
she earned many achievements 
through the years.

Helen was the widow of  Philip 
Klinger Jr.  Two children survive 
her, Scott F. Hoke and Tammy 
Loie Loner; four stepchildren 
Philip, ZoeAnn, Nicole, and Adam; 
several grandchildren and great 
grandchildren; a brother Joseph 
Kresge, and a sister Jean Kresge.

Scott’s wife Bonnie Baker was 
her caregiver along with hospice, 
in her final days.

Donations may be made to Hos-
pice of  Havasu, AZ 86406

Arlene M. Hoffman
MIDDLETOWN 

Arlene M. Hoffman, 86, of  Mid-
dletown, entered into eternal rest 
on Thursday, April 23, 2020 in the 
Gardens of  West Shore Nursing 
Home, Camp Hill. 

Arlene was the widow of  James 
F. Hoffman, Sr. She was born on 
September 19, 1933 in Reading 
and was the daughter of  the late 
Arlington and Florence (Dengler) 
Weaver.

Arlene was a member of  Evan-
gelical United Methodist Church, 
Middletown. She was a graduate 
of  Reading Senior High School 
Class of  1951. Over the years, Ar-
lene worked for several different 
places like Ludens Candy Factory, 
Berkshire Knitting Mill and HIA 
(Huntleigh Corp) but the place 
she spent most of  her career was 
with Kmart Corp. with 27 years of  
service. Arlene was avid bowler 
for over 30 years and belonged to 
a number of  leagues at ABC East 
Lanes. She also enjoyed playing 
BINGO. 

Surviving are her sons, James 
F. Hoffman, Jr. (Judy Magaro) 
and Glenn R. Hoffman (Cheryl); 
her daughters, Linda M. Mensch 
(William) and Sharon A. Salts-
giver; her brother, Arlan Weaver 
(Linda); 8 Grandchildren, 8 Great-
Grandchildren and 5 Great-Great 
Grandchildren.

Private graveside services will 
be held at Indiantown Gap Na-
tional Cemetery. The family has 
entrusted the Matinchek Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services, 
Inc., Middletown with handling 
the arrangements. In lieu of  
flowers consider donation to Al-
zheimer’s Association, 9378, 2595 
Interstate Drive, Suite 100, Har-
risburg, PA  17110.

Condolence may be sent online 
at www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com

Frank R. Waple Sr.
MIDDLETOWN 

Frank R. Waple Sr., 81, of  
Middletown, entered into eternal 
rest on Tuesday, April 21, 2020 at 
the M.S. Hershey Medical Center.

Frank was born on June 2, 
1938 in Harrisburg and was the 
son of  the late Charley and Izetta 
(Griffith) Waple.

He was a member at the Pres-
byterian Congregation of  Middle-
town where he also was a church 
Elder, a Deacon and a Trustee. He 
was also a member of  the Middle-
town Lions Club and a member of  
Prince Edwin Spring Creek F&AM 
Lodge #486.

Frank was a graduate of  Her-
shey High School Class of  1956. 
He worked at Helm’s Chevrolet 
as the Body Shop Foreman for 21 
years as well as retired from State 
Farm where he was an Insurance 

Estimator Supervisor for 24 years.
In addition to his parents, he was 

preceded in death by six siblings.
Frank is survived by his loving 

wife, Carol Waple; two children, 
Frank R. Waple Jr. and his wife 
Sherry and Linda Eppley and 
her husband Keith; four grand-
children, Alison N. Gilg and her 
husband Jan, Brett J. Waple and 
his wife Lauren, Matthew Eppley 
and Lauren Eppley; two great-
grandchildren, Emilie Gilg and 
Vivienne Gilg; and one brother. 
Private family services will be 
held at the convenience of  the 
family. 

Memorial contributions can be 
made to the Presbyterian Congre-
gation of  Middletown.

After the Covid-19 recommend-
ed restrictions are lifted, there will 
be a public memorial service. We 
will be announcing the memorial 
service once we know when and 
where it will be held.

The family has entrusted the 
care of  the Matinchek Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services 
Inc., Middletown to handle the 
arrangements.

Condolence may be sent online 
at www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com

Brian T. Kuntz 
CONEWAGO TOWNSHIP 

Brian T. Kuntz, 47, of  Conewago 
Township passed away Monday, 
April 20, 2020.  

Born December 3, 1972 in Her-
shey, he was a son of  Dolores J. 
(Brandt) Kuntz of  Hershey and 
the late Charles F. Kuntz.

Brian was a self-employed con-
tractor and sub-contractor for 
Easy Siders, Hummelstown.    A 
1991 graduate of  Lower Dauphin 
High School, he enjoyed sports and 
the outdoors, especially hockey, 
hunting, fishing, hiking, and be-
ing a member of  the Middletown 
Hunters and Anglers Club. Baking 
bread with his family and devel-
oping his woodworking dreams, 
with his nephew Tanner, were his 
current passions.

In 2015, Brian met the love of  
his life, Christy. Together with 
her son, Thomas, they became a 
family and instantly knew God 
brought them together. Thomas 
and Brian shared a special bond 
beyond words.

 A US Navy veteran, he earned a 
Meritorious Unit Commendation, 
National Defense Service Medal, 
Sea Service Deployment Ribbon, 
and Southwest Asia Service Medal 
with Bronze Star. While deployed 
on the USS Theodore Roosevelt, 
his commanding officer wrote, 
“Airman Kuntz’ professionalism, 
initiative, and loyal devotion to 
duty reflected great credit upon 
himself  and were in keeping 
with the highest traditions of  the 
United States Naval Service.”

Surviving, in addition to his 
mother, are his wife Christianne K. 
(Loney) Kuntz; step-son Thomas 
C. Heck; siblings Kirby (Janine) 
Kuntz of  Austin, TX, Tracey Kuntz 
of  Scottsdale, AZ, and Sharon 
(Neil) Herlocher of  State College; 
in-laws Marianne Loney (her 
late partner, Dr. Walt Watkin) of  
Harrisburg and Michael (Susan) 
Loney of  Lancaster; many nieces 
and nephews; his beloved cats 
Sophie, Rex and Alice; and dogs 
Gracie and Lilly.

 A memorial service will be held 
at a future date with interment and 
military honors, at Indiantown 
Gap National Cemetery, Annville.

In lieu of  flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to 
the Voice of  the Vet,  8401 West 
Charleston Blvd. #1004, Las Vegas, 
NV 89117; http://voiceofthevet.us

 For service updates and to share 
condolences visit  BuseFuneral-
Home.com.
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Paul W. Bricker Jr.
HIGHSPIRE 

Paul W. Bricker Jr., 49, of  
Highspire, entered into eternal 
rest on Saturday, April 25, 2020 
at Spring Creek Nursing Home, 
Harrisburg.

He was born on June 2, 1970 in 
Harrisburg and was the loving son 
of  Paul W. Bricker Sr. and Beatrice 
(Phillips) Miller.

Paul enjoyed motorcycles, bowl-
ing and golfing. 

His favorite football team was 
the Dallas Cowboys.

In addition to his parents, Paul 
is survived by his son, Damien 
Bricker; brothers, Charles Bricker 
and Frank Bricker (Shelly); sis-
ters, Yvonne Bricker and Heidi 
Vognetz (Rick); and nieces and 
nephews, Alex, Aidan and Valerie 
Vognetz.

Services will be private and at 
the convenience of  the family.

The family has entrusted the 
Matinchek Funeral Home, 260 E. 
Main St., Middletown, Pa. with the 
funeral arrangements.

Online condolences may be sent 
at www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com.

SUEZ has prepared a detailed water quality report. Our Consumer 
Confidence Report (CCR) shows how we measured up to state and  
federal standards for safe drinking water last year.
 
In an effort to be environmentally conscious, your annual water  
quality report is now available online.  
 
Please enter the URL below to view your water report:  
www.MySUEZWater.com/MiddletownCCR2019 
 
Please call 1-888-844-0352 Monday to Friday 8:00am-3:30pm  
if you would prefer a paper  
report mailed to your home. 

Today  
and every day,  
your water quality  
is our top priority.
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PRINT&WEB 
$10 (yard sales) 
$25 (commercial)

Legal & Public Notices 
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DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

No members of  Middletown Police 
Department have tested positive for 
the COVID-19 virus, Interim Police 
Chief Sgt. Dennis Morris told the Press 
& Journal.

Morris was asked the question after 
borough council during its April 21 
meeting voted 7-0 to approve a memo-
randum of  understanding between 
the borough and the police union, the 
Middletown Borough Police Officers 
Association, providing for additional 
paid sick leave to be granted to any offi-

cer coming down with the coronavirus.
The memorandum would allow for 

up to 80 additional hours of  paid sick 
leave that an officer can use if  he or 
she experiences symptoms of  the 
virus and tests positive and is then 
subject to quarantine or isolation as 
recommended by a physician, borough 
Manager Ken Klinepeter explained to 
council before the vote.

The memorandum is being done 
under auspices of  the Families First 
Coronavirus Response Act, which was 
passed by Congress and signed into 
law March 18.

The association has received a copy 

of  the proposed memorandum of  un-
derstanding and is reviewing it, said 
Detective Sgt. Gary Rux, who is the 
association president.

The association includes all 12 
full-time and 5 part-time Middletown 
police officers, including Morris, a 
sergeant who has been serving as in-
terim chief  since Police Chief  George 
Mouchette was arrested in August 
2018 and charged with sexual assault.

Mouchette’s case is pending. He is 
listed for trial starting in Dauphin 
County Court on June 15.

On an unrelated note but also involv-
ing the police department, council 

April 21 also voted 7-0 to approve 
purchase of  a 2020 Chevrolet Tahoe 
for the department.

Council approved the borough 
entering into a 4-year lease-purchase 
agreement with Leasing 2 Inc. to cover 
financing of  the vehicle.

The borough is buying the vehicle 
from the Fred Beans Family of  Deal-
erships. The $52,727.34 cost includes 
the cost of  “upfitting” the vehicle to 
police specifications, to be completed 
by Global Public Safety LLC.

The borough’s first annual payment 
of  $14,659.60 on the vehicle is due May 
1, 2021, Klinepeter said.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown Borough Council voted 
7-0 during its April 21 meeting to waive 
late fees on all business and residential 
electric bills for the month of  April.

The action applies to any electric 
bill from the borough that has fallen 
or will fall in April, according to the 
resolution approved by council.

Council also voted to waive all 
penalty and interest charges on 2020 
borough real estate tax bills, as long 
as the bill is paid by Dec. 31.

Lower Swatara Township also is 
waiving penalties for real estate taxes 
because of  the coronavirus through 
2020.

The potential revenue loss to the 
borough was estimated at $8,872.00 
by Middletown Finance Director 
Sally Canazaro, based upon how much 
money the borough received in penal-
ties and interest on such taxes in 2019.

When it comes to electric bills, resi-
dents or businesses that have already 

paid a late fee on their April bill will 
have their account credited for the 
amount. The borough will not be is-
suing checks to refund the money. 

The late fee being waived for April 
is equal to a 10 percent penalty that 
is typically applied to the delinquent 
amount of  any electric bill not paid 
by the due date.

Council’s action not to collect the 
late fee for April will cost the borough 
an estimated $11,752.75, according to 
borough Manager Ken Klinepeter.

But waiving the fee on electric bills 
is “the right thing to do,” Council 
President Angela Lloyd said, given the 
degree to which borough residents and 
business owners are being impacted 
by the economic shutdown brought on 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. 

“We needed to do something to ac-
knowledge the hardship residents are 
feeling right now. This is something we 
can do to assist them and help them 
at this time,” she said.

Council’s action applies only to 
April. Council would have to take 

further action in order to continue 
waiving the penalty in May.

The waiver does not reduce or 
modify the principal amount on any 
electric bill issued by the borough. It 
does not affect any previous late fee 
regarding any delinquent amount 
prior to the April billing cycle.

Council chose to limit the action to 
April, as April “is the first full month 
that people are being shut down and 
feeling the most strain from this pan-

demic,” Lloyd told the Press & Journal 
on April 22. “We would have to look at 
May and see where we are” in so far as 
whether to extend the waiver period 
beyond April.

Residents and businesses in Middle-
town are also getting a break on their 
water and sewer bill, as Suez on April 
7 announced that it is waiving late 
fees on all water and sewer bills until 
further notice, due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.

By Jason Maddux
jasonmaddux@pressandjournal.com

If  you are a Middletown Area High 
School graduate and you need a little 
lift during the trying times being faced 
during the coronavirus pandemic, the 
school’s Select Choir is here for you.

Twelve members got together — 
electronically, that is — to sing the 
MAHS Alma Mater.

Andrew Vensel, the MAHS choral 
director, approached Jody Zorbaugh, 
district communications specialist, 
with the idea. The two worked together 
to produce it — all using Zoom, the 
video and web conferencing platform 
that has gained popularity as people 
work from home during the pandemic.

The video was posted April 21 and 
had almost 2,000 views on YouTube as 
of  Tuesday morning.

“I encourage anyone who could use 
some midweek encouragement to lis-
ten to the wonderful performance of  
our High School Select Choir singing 
the Middletown Alma Mater under 
the direction of  Mr. Andrew Vensel,” 
Superintendent Lori Suski said in a 
post on raiderweb.org. “Hearing it 
gave me chills and was a reminder that 
graduation is only six weeks away!”

The 12 members of  the Middletown 
Area High School Select Choir who 

took part were:
Class of 2020: Nicole Altland, Cassidy 
Anderson, Megan Burghdorf, Cassie 
Ebersole, Cayla Garman, Bethany 
Keyser and Jon Moyer.
Class of 2021: Erin Brown, Dillan Du-
gan, Jacob Hottenstein and Jordan 
Knaub.
Class of 2022: Presley Carnes.

The tune is to Cornell University’s 
“Alma Mater.” The words are by Helen 
Bitner Allen and Nancy Soutter Hick-

ernell, Class of  1939.
Vensel sent the students a click track 

for them to play through earbuds as 
they recorded themselves singing, 
Zorbaugh said.

“This way they all stayed on the 
same timing. They all hid their ear-
buds very well,” she said.

Each student recorded themselves 
singing their vocal part at home and 
then sent it to the district.

“We gave them specific lighting, 

positioning and iPad instructions. 
Mr. Vensel and I worked together to 
edit and balance their voices and I put 
together the video,” Zorbaugh said.

There were many kind comments 
on social media. One post said: “Awe-
some! First time I heard the alma 
mater sung by a group of  students 
since I graduated 1944. I was surprised 
I remembered the words. Thank you. 
I really enjoyed it.”

Another commenter said: “Lovely! 
Congrats Class of  2020 from the Class 
of  1977!”

In case you need a refresher on the 
lyrics, here they are:

MAHS Alma Mater
Hail to thee, our Alma Mater, sons 

and daughters true;
We will take our stand and pledge 

our hands to dare and do.
In the years that quickly gather, we 

shall hear and see thy fame.
We will honor, love, and cherish 

Middletown’s fair name.
Hail to thee, our Alma Mater, praises 

fill the sky;
Golden mem’ries are returning, 

thoughts that never die.
Songs of  gladness, hope inspiring, 

do within these walls resound.
So for thee we’ll swell the chorus, 

“Hail to Middletown!”

Members of the Middletown Area High School Select Choir gather — electronically — 
to sing the school's Alma Mater. To hear the song being sung, read this story at www.
pressandjournal.com.

MAHS Select Choir gathers remotely 
to sing Raider Alma Mater ‘together’

Middletown council waives late fees on electric bills

No borough police have COVID-19, but extra sick time OK’d

Lower Swatara tells residents: ‘Flushable wipes are a falsehood’
By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

With toilet paper shelves empty in 
recent weeks due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, it might be tempting to reach 
for whatever paper product is nearby.

However, after multiple pump 
breakdowns in recent weeks due to 
foreign objects being flushed, Lower 
Swatara Township is reminding resi-
dents to only flush toilet paper.

In an email, Director of  Public 
Works Lester Lanman said there 
were about five pump breakdowns 
last year; already this year there have 
been five pump breakdowns since the 
quarantine started.

“Flushable wipes are a falsehood,” 
Lanman said. “They don’t degrade at 
the same rate as toilet paper. So when 
they get to our pump stations, they 
bunch up and create issues. This is 
the same for paper towels, rags and 
pretty much anything other than 
toilet paper.”

Lanman said during a municipal 
authority meeting April 9 that now 
the sewage grinders are running 24/7 
instead of  the typical cycle of  half  an 
hour on and half  an hour off. 

In an email, he said the debris can 
cause the check valves to fail and the 

pumps not to prime. A pump needs 
to prime in order to pump fluids, and 
when it doesn’t, the pumps won’t pump 
and they will overheat.

The pump stations have an alarm to 
alert staff if  debris needs to be cleared.

“If  the clog is big enough, it can block 
passages within the pump itself  which 
will cause an alarm and a call out to 
repair,” Lanman said.

No one loses service when a pump 
breaks down, Lanman said. The pump 
stations have wet wells, which is a big 
tank that fills up above the normal 
levels until the pumps are back online. 

“There’s definitely been some 
manpower expenses, but the biggest 

expense is in parts,” Lanman said.
Depending on what it is, Lanman 

said parts at the pump stations could 
cost anywhere from $300 to $5,000. 
Some of  the bigger repairs require the 
township to hire contractors, although 
Lanman said most of  the work is done 
in house. 

Alternatives
Lower Swatara MS4 Supervisor 

Madison Smith put together a list of  
best practices when it comes to using 
alternatives to toilet paper. It is posted 
on the township’s website.

Paper towels, napkins, newspapers, 
coffee filters, and flushable wipes — 
such as Lysol, Clorox and baby wipes 
— shouldn’t be flushed in part because 
they don’t dissolve in water as fast 
as toilet paper or they’re designed to 
get wet and stay in one piece. Some 
items, like newspaper, could irritate 
your skin.

Smith offered two alternatives to 
toilet paper — toilet seat covers and 
tissues — although she noted that they 
needed to be used with care.

Toilet seat covers break down like 
toilet paper, but Smith recommended 
checking to make sure the covers are 
approved for septic and traditional 
tanks and not to flush several at once.

Tissues could also clog pipes if  
they’re used in a large quantity, but 
Smith called them the “lesser of  sev-
eral evils.” She said to not flush all the 
tissues at once, flush frequently or to 
toss the tissues in the trash.

Suez, which runs the water and 
sewer system for the borough of  
Middletown, asked residents a month 
ago to not throw so-called “flushable 
wipes” down the toilet, but to throw 
them out in the trash.

“Sewers and wastewater systems 
are designed to dispose of  very specific 
items, and using a toilet as a trash can 
for convenience products can result in 
blockages,” said Nadine Leslie, CEO 
for Suez North America. “The sewer 
pipes that connect homes to com-
munity sewer systems are only wide 
enough to carry water, toilet paper 
and human waste.” 

The U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency also is encouraging 
Americans to only flush toilet paper, 
not disinfecting wipes or other non-
flushable items.

Flushing only toilet paper helps 
ensure that the toilets, plumbing, 
sewer systems and septic systems will 
continue working properly to safely 
manage wastewater, the EPA said in a 
press release earlier this month.

www.FettervilleSales.com(800) 275-8245

40x80x12

$30K

Agricultural • Commercial • Residential

PA Lisc. #129608

Serving our 
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  35 Years

 
Pole Building specialists

The

All buildings include 
overhang 2 sides, 
2 slider doors & 

1 entry door
Erected on your level lot

60x120x16$60K
50x96x14

$40K

For sale: Four new 14x6 
aluminum wheels. Ford 5-bolt, 
4-1/2” pattern, $75 each, OBO. 
Call 717-944-4628, Monday-
Friday 9 a.m.-4 p.m., ask for 
Joe. (1/22TF)

P o r t a b l e  O x y g e n 
C o n c e n t r a t o r  M a y  B e 
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility 
with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 
855-935-0883

DISH Network. $59.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a FREE 
$100 Visa Gift Card. FREE Voice 
Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call 
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Arthritis, COPD, Joint Pain or 
Mobility Issues on the Stairs? 
**STOP STRUGGLING** Give 
Your Life A Lift! An Acorn Stairlift 
is a perfect solution! A  BBB 
Rating. Call now for $250 OFF 
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brochure. 1-844-319-7620.

PUBLIC NOTICE
FICTITIOUS NAME NOTICE

  NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that an 
application for registration of a fictitious 
name, Financial Endurance for the 
conduct of business in Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania, with the principal place 
of business being 600 N 2nd Street, 
Ste 401, Harrisburg, PA 17101 was 
made to the Department of State of 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
at Harrisburg on the 1st day of April 
2020 pursuant to the Act of Assembly 
of December 16, 1982, Act 295.

  The name and address of the only 
person or persons owning or interested 
in the said business are:  

Timothy E. Ash
C/O Ash Brokerage LLC, 
ATTN: Pam Dunnuck
PO Box 2572
Fort Wayne, IN 46801-2572

#173 0429-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

MRCOOL DIY Ductless Heat 
Pump. Energy efficient heating 
& cooling! The only ductless 
system designed for amateur 
installation. Simple setup. 
Install anywhere. 100% sealed 
system. No special tools or 
training needed. WiFi controls. 
Call for more info! 1-833-830-
9261

Need some cash! Sell us your 
unwanted gold, jewelry, watches 
& diamonds. Call GOLD GEEK 
1-855-402-1178 or visit www.
getgoldgeek.com/penn BBB 
A Plus Rated. Request your 
100 Percent FREE, no risk, no 
strings attached appraisal kit. 
Call today!

Stay in your home longer 
with an American Standard 
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up 
to $1,500 off, including a free 
toilet, and a lifetime warranty on 
the tub and installation! Call us 
at 1-877-319-0833 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/Penn
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new and existing accounts through cold calling, 
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 •  Managing day-to-day client communications 
and relationships

 •  Upselling and cross-selling existing customers 
on new publications and services

 •  Managing, tracking, and reporting all data/
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generation
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 •  Ability to build rapport with clients
 • Strong negotiation and conversation skills

Benefits include:
 • Flexible work hours
 •  Salary plus commission based on education, 
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 •  Monthly expense stipend, paid vacation, major 

holidays paid, short term disability insurance, 
401K with match

 • Use of company laptop and smart phone
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Email cover letter and resume to: 
joesukle@pressandjournal.com
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Londonderry Township waives property tax penalties
Londonderry Township will waive penalties for tardy property tax payments.
The township supervisors unanimously approved a resolution April 21.
“This is essentially formalizing what we agreed to earlier in support of  our 

county partners that we were going to waive those fees and penalties and give 
the breaks to the residents and taxpayers in general,” said township manager 
Steve Letavic.

Londonderry Township was estimating to receive $851,864 in real estate 
taxes in 2020, according to a draft version of  the budget. How much waiving 
the penalties will cost the township was not announced.

 “I think it’s a great thing that we need to be doing,” said Chairman Mike 
Geyer.

“They don’t degrade at the 
same rate as toilet paper. So 
when they get to our pump 
stations, they bunch up and 
create issues. This is the 
same for paper towels, rags 
and pretty much anything 
other than toilet paper.” 

Lower Swatara Director of Public 
Works Lester Lanman
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCH SERVICES

Please call 717-944-4628 or email info@pressandjournal.com with your church’s updated information.

New Beginnings Church 
at the Riverside Chapel
630 S. Union St., Middletown, 717-388-1641
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown, 717-944-4322
Audio Worship Service: pcmdt.org/worship.mp3

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown
Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Live broadcast on WMSS Sunday 11 am

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   
Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown
PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Phone 717-944-6242

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street, Middletown • 717-944-5835
www.calvaryopc.com

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of  441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766 
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown
717-944-6181 
Church office open Mon-Fri 9 to noon

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 S. Geyers Church Road, Middletown
717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF

NOTE: THIS IS THE LATEST INFORMATION 
AVAILABLE AT TIME OF PUBLICATION

Evangelical United Methodist Church 
Evangelical United Methodist Church is located 
on the corner of  Spruce and Water Streets at 157 
East Water Street, south of  Main Street behind 
the Turkey Hill convenience store. The COVID-19 
pandemic will affect everyone for some time to 
come. It has forced the decision to cancel our 
church activities for the foreseeable future and to 
place as many functions as possible online. We 
invite you to join us for Sunday school at 9 a.m. 
via Zoom. Check our Facebook page for the link. 

You can hear Pastor Lee’s weekly sermon on Facebook as well or at 
our website www.eumch.org.

Church Office hours remain 
the same: Monday-Friday, 9 
a.m.-12 noon. But, for the well 
being of  everyone, there will be 
no in-person meetings during 
office hours. Staff will be work-
ing in the office and/or remotely. 
They will do their best to reply 
to emails (eumch@comcast.net) 
and phone calls 717-944-6181 as 
soon as possible.

Join us in praying for each 
other in these challenging times: 
for healthcare workers and 
public servants; for schoolteach-
ers and families; for those whose 
paychecks fall short of  expenses; 
and for so many, many others 
who are struggling with changes 
to their daily routines.

God Bless you with grace and 
peace.

New Beginnings Church 
We, at New Beginnings Church of  Middletown, 
are following the CDC guidelines and have 
canceled all services and activities until all 
restrictions are lifted and we can meet safely. We 
pray all our members and friends are safe and 
come out of  this pandemic on the healthiest side 
possible. We place our trust in God for the 
healing of  our nation, safety in our midst and 
guiding everyone through these trying times 
we’ve never experienced before. When it is safe 

we will continue our usual ministries. Prayers for our members, 
friends, community, country and world. 

TO PLACE YOUR BUSINESS 
IN THIS DIRECTORY:

contact the Press And Journal at: 20 S.Union Street, Middletown
E-mail: info@pressandjournal.com       Phone: 717-944-4628

AUTO DEALER
Hondru Auto
2005 South Market Street, 
Elizabethtown
717-367-6644

AUTO SERVICE
Dailey’s Service Station
200 East Main Street, Middletown
717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station
138 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service
231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown
717-944-7154

FLOWERS
Michele Hughes Lutz
Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton 
717-944-5425

HALLMARK CARDS  
& GIFTS
Middletown Pharmacy 
& Gift Shop
436 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1640

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Dale Sinniger & Son Electric
717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring
5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg
717-545-6103

HW Wilson Roofing
2161 North Union Street, Middletown 
717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service
3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown
717-367-3724

INSURANCE
State Farm Insurance
Steve Lane
735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

PRINTING
Press And Journal Publications
Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery
For More Information 
717-944-4628

RESIDENTIAL 
COMMUNITY
Woodland Hills
103 Sage Boulevard, Middletown
717-629-6177

SALON
Sharp Cuts
124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000

Support Your 
Local Businesses

Feb. 10 when police were contacted 
by a Middletown restaurant owner 
who said he had been receiving 
harassing phone calls since early 
November 2019.

Stoltzfus told police that the 
harassing and threatening phone 
calls to the restaurant owner 
began when Colello had been 
removed from the first string of  
the Middletown Area High School 
Blue Raiders’ varsity football team 
and replaced with the owner’s son, 
according to arrest records.

According to arrest records 
filed with District Judge David 
Judy, police found the three also 
conspired to create fake Facebook 
accounts to harass people, includ-
ing a purported Crimewatch site 
that turned out to be bogus. Crime-
watch is a national public safety 
website used by local departments 
including Middletown and Lower 
Swatara to distribute information 
about their activities.

The restaurant owner told police 
that on Nov. 9 an employee of  the 
restaurant received a call where 
the caller said harassing things 
about the owner’s son.

The caller then said that he had 
the restaurant under surveillance, 
and that “these hollow tip bullets 
will still get you.” The employee’s 
wife, daughter, and son were all 
also in the restaurant at the time, 
police said.

The restaurant owner went 
outside, where the caller told him 
that he “had him in his scope,” ac-
cording to police. The owner told 
police a car pulled up and drove 
away very fast. The owner told 
police he sent the employee and 
his family home out of  concern 
for their safety.

The calls continued to escalate, 

the owner telling police that on 
Nov. 15 he received a call from 
someone threatening him to not 
start his car that night.

On another occasion, the caller 
identified himself  to the business 
owner as a Middletown police of-
ficer, saying that a warrant had 
been issued for the owner’s arrest.

According to police another 
man besides the owner and the 
employee also began receiving 
harassing and threatening phone 
calls related to this same incident. 
The caller also claimed to be a 
Middletown police officer and 
said that police were looking for 
the man because he is African-
American.

On Dec. 9, a friend of  the res-
taurant owner identified two of  
the callers as Gipe and Colello. 
Police on Feb. 18 made contact 
with Colello and with Stoltzfus 
on Feb. 24. 

Stoltzfus reportedly told police 
that Gipe and Colello had been 
making these types of  harassing 
phone calls to different people for 
several years because “they think 
it’s funny,” according to the arrest 
papers.

Stoltzfus also told police that 
he and the others had created a 
Middletown Crimewatch page on 
Facebook that supposedly had 
been started by a retired police 
officer named Gregory Stevens.

Stevens is a fictitious character 
that the three suspects allegedly 
learned of  through YouTube vid-
eos, according to Middletown 
Police Detective Wade Bloom, who 
investigated the case. 

The Middletown Crimewatch 
that the three defendants allegedly 
created and posted on Facebook is 
not affiliated with the Middletown 
Police Department Crimewatch 
page.

However, the bogus Crimewatch 
page generated more than 1,000 
followers by taking posts from 
the official Crimewatch page and 
reposting them on the Facebook 
version allegedly run by Stevens, 
who the suspects led people to 
believe lived in the Middletown 
area, according to police.

Stoltzfus also allegedly told 
police that Colello and Gipe had 
created multiple other fake Face-
book accounts, with the intent of  
trying to agitate people and get 
them to argue with one another, 
according to police.

Police solidified the case against 
the three by obtaining warrants in 
February and in March to search 
cellphones, computers and other 
electronic devices that the sus-
pects had used to carry out the 
alleged crimes.

The cellphones were analyzed 
by Swatara Township police; the 
seized laptop computers were 
taken to a Pennsylvania State Po-
lice lab in Harrisburg, police said.

Stoltzfus is charged with terror-
istic threats causing evacuation of  
a building, ethnic intimidation, 
terroristic threats, impersonat-
ing a public servant, and harass-
ment by communication. He is 
being held on $50,000 unsecured 
bail, and his preliminary hear-
ing before Judy is scheduled for 
May 6, according to online court 
documents.

Gipe is charged with terroristic 
threats causing evacuation of  a 
building, impersonating a public 
servant, terroristic threats, and 
harassment by communication. 
He was ordered held on $10,000 
bail unsecured and is scheduled 
for a June 24 preliminary hearing 
before Judy.

Colello is charged with terror-
istic threats causing evacuation 

of  a building, intercepting com-
munications, ethnic intimidation, 
impersonating a public servant, 
terroristic threats, and harass-
ment by communication.

Colello is being held on $50,000 
unsecured bail and is scheduled 
for a June 24 preliminary hearing 
before Judy.

All three men are also charged 
with criminal use of  a communi-
cation facility, in that they used 
cellphones and other electronic 
devices in committing the alleged 
acts.

Terroristic threats causing evac-
uation of  a building, intercepting 
communications, criminal use 
of  a communication facility, and 
ethnic intimidation are felonies.

HARASSMENT: Three area men are facing multiple felony charges
From page 1

Hershey Medical Center reports
second coronavirus-related death

Penn State Health Milton S. 
Hershey Medical Center in Her-
shey is treating 13 patients with 
confirmed coronavirus cases, it 
said Tuesday — 1 fewer than it 
reported Monday.

Of  those, 3 are in the intensive 
care unit, the same as Monday. 
Two are on ventilators, 1 more 
than Monday.

On Saturday, the center re-
ported its second death of  a pa-
tient related to the coronavirus. 
The first Hershey Medical Center 
patient died from the coronavirus 
March 27.

No details about the most recent 
death were released. A Penn State 
Health spokesman told the Press 

& Journal on Saturday afternoon 
that he is unable to offer any ad-
ditional data regarding specific 
patient cases.

The center also has 7 patients 
under investigation for the coro-
navirus, the same as Monday.

Hershey Medical Center has dis-
charged 61 coronavirus patients it 
has treated, 1 more than Monday.

Hershey Medical Center has 
completed 3,705 tests as of  Tues-
day, 84 more than Monday, with 
91 percent negative and 9 percent 
positive overall.

Penn State Health launched a 
dashboard on its website March 
30 to provide the number of  con-
firmed and suspected patients 

its hospitals – Hershey Medical 
Center and Penn State Health St. 
Joseph in Reading – are caring for.

It is updated once a day.  
The numbers reported on the 

dashboard include two types of  
patients being cared for: patients 
with a confirmed positive test 
for COVID-19 and patients who 
have symptoms consistent with 
COVID-19 but do not yet have a 
confirmed positive test. Those 
patients are referred to as patients 
under investigation.

St. Joseph has 33 patients being 
treated, the sameas Monday, and 4 
under investigation, 3 fewer than 
Monday.

 It has discharged 54 COVID-19 

patients. 
Of  St. Joseph’s patients, 12 are 

in the ICU and 4 are on ventilators. 
St. Joseph has reported 9 deaths.

Penn State Health announced 
March 21 that an employee at 
one of  its outpatient practices on 
the campus of  Hershey Medical 
Center had tested positive.

Penn State Health Medical 
Group is consolidating a number 
of  its physician practices across 
the region and plans to close 
others until further notice in 
response to the evolving corona-
virus pandemic. The Penn State 
Health Medical Group location 
at 3100 Schoolhouse Road in Lon-
donderry Township remains open.

BAKER’SBAKER’S
SEPTIC SERVICE

717-367-7271

Elizabethtown
Mount Joy
Manheim
Lititz
Hershey
Hummelstown
Middletown
All Surrounding Areas

Family 
Owned & 
Operated 

Since 1980

cases of  COVID-19.
The state reported 1,716 deaths, 

119 more than Monday, in 43 of  the 
67 counties.

All people with confirmed cases 
are either in isolation at home or 
being treated at the hospital.

There are 165,824 patients who 
have tested negative.

Monday, the state reported only 
885 new positive cases — the low-
est one-day increase this month.

Overall, Dauphin County has 
553 cases, up from 529 on Monday. 
Dauphin County reported one 
fewer deaths than it had Monday, 
for a total of  20. Of  those 20, 12 have 
been in nursing homes or personal 
care homes.

Lancaster County reported 3 ad-
ditional deaths Tuesday, bringing 
its total to 78, with 61 in nursing 
homes or personal care facilities. 
Lancaster County now has 1,678 
cases, up from 1,633 on Sunday.

York County’s death total re-
mained at 9 Tuesday. It has 614 
cases, up from 606 on Monday. 
Cumberland County’s deaths in-
creased by 1, to 10, with 296 cases, 
up from 282 on Monday. Eight 
deaths there are in nursing homes 
or personal care homes.

The highest one-day increase 
in total cases so far remains 1,989 
on April 9.

“As we see the number of  new 

COVID-19 cases continuously 
change across the state that does 
not mean we can stop practicing 
social distancing,” Secretary of  
Health Rachel Levine said. “We 
must continue to stay home to 
protect ourselves, our families 
and our community. If  you must 
go out, please make as few trips 
as possible and wear a mask to 
protect not only yourself, but oth-
ers. We need all Pennsylvanians to 
continue to heed these efforts to 
protect our vulnerable Pennsyl-
vanians, our health care workers 
and frontline responders.”

Most of  the patients hospitalized 
are aged 65 or older, and most of  
the deaths have occurred in pa-
tients 65 or older. There have been 
no pediatric deaths.

In nursing and personal care 
facilities, there are 7,360 resident 
cases, and 920 cases among em-
ployees, for a total of  8,280 at 452 
facilities in 41 counties. Out of  the 
total deaths, 1,089 have occurred in 
residents of  nursing or personal 
care facilities, about 63.5 percent.

Three nursing homes or per-
sonal care facilities in Dauphin 
County have reported cases, affect-
ing 88 residents and 13 employees. 
Neither The Middletown Home 
nor Frey Village had reported 
cases.

Totals in other area ZIP codes 
include:

• For the 17033 ZIP code, the 

Hershey area, there are 38 posi-
tive tests Tuesday, 1 more than the 
previous day, and 190 negative, 6 
more than the previous day. 

• For the 17036 ZIP code, the 
Hummelstown area, there are 
32 positive tests, 1 more than the 
previous day, and 289 negative, 12 
more than the previous day. 

• For the 17022 ZIP code, the 
Elizabethtown area, there are 
31 positive tests, the same as the 
previous day, and 325 negative, 6 
more than the previous day. 

• For the 17034 ZIP code, the 
Highspire area, there are 1 to 4 
cases (the state does not specify 
the exact number when less than 4 
for patient privacy) and 20 negative 
tests, 4 more than the previous day.

• For the 17502 ZIP code, the 
Bainbridge area just across the 
Lancaster County line, there are 1 
to 4 cases (the state does not specify 
the exact number when less than 4 
for patient privacy) and 23 negative 
tests, the same as the previous day.

Some of  the hardest-hit coun-
ties: Philadelphia County is up 
to 11,604 cases and 276 deaths, 2 
more than Monday. Montgomery 
County has 4,043 cases and 249 
deaths, an increase of  17 from 
Monday. Lehigh County has 2,685 
with 64 deaths, an increase of  8 
from Monday, and Luzerne has 
2,078 with 74 deaths, an increase of  
3 from Monday. Delaware County 
has 3,463 cases and 161 deaths, 

an increase of  19 from Monday. 
Bucks County has 2,643 cases 
and 164 deaths, an increase of  16. 
Allegheny County has 1,235 cases 
and 87 deaths, an increase of  8 
from Monday.

The Pennsylvania Department 
of  Health on Sunday confirmed 
1,116 additional positive cases. 
Saturday, it was 1,397 additional 
positive cases. Friday, it was 1,599 
cases, and on Thursday 1,369. 
There were 1,156 reported April 22, 
1,296 on April 21, 948 on April 20, 
1,215 on April 19, 1,628 on April 18 
and 1,706 on April 17. On April 16, 
there were 1,245 additional cases 
reported. On April 15, there were 
1,145, with 1,146 on April 14, 1,366 
on April 13 and 1,178 on April 12. 
There were 1,676 additional posi-
tive cases reported April 11, 1,751 
on April 10, 1,989 on April 9, 1,680 
on April 8, 1,579 on April 7, 1,470 
on April 6, 1,493 on April 5, 1,597 
on April 4, 1,404 on April 3, and 
1,211 on April 2. The total was 962 
on April 1.

Positive cases by age range 
• 0-4 years, less than 1 percent
• 5 to 12 years, less than 1 percent
• 13 to 18 years, 1 percent
• 19 to 24 years, 6 percent
• 25 to 49 years, 38 percent
• 50 to 64 years, 27 percent
• 65 and older, 26 percent
Percentages may not total 100 

percent due to rounding.

NUMBERS: State reports 119 more coronavirus deaths on Tuesday
From page 1

Penn Waste, which serves 
Middletown, is resuming its yard 
waste and bulk item collection pro-
grams starting in May, although 
the company says it is still working 
with a depleted workforce from the 

coronavirus pandemic.
The yard waste collections will 

follow the regularly scheduled 
collection schedule for May. The 
website said if  you do not know 
when your yard waste collection 

is scheduled, you can go to the 
Middletown page on its website. 
However, that page does not have 
details about yard waste pickup 
at this time.

Bulk item collection will resume 

May 4, on the next regularly sched-
uled collection day, with one bulk 
item per week per residence.

“We will strive to clean up 
any backlog over the next two 
months,” according to the website.

Penn Waste to resume collection of yard waste, bulk items in borough
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ing in 2019 received approval from 
the Pennsylvania Department of  
Community and Economic Devel-
opment to use funds from an ear-
lier grant to go toward paying for 
the new playground, which Curry 
has named “Little Middletown.”

The DCED grant had gone to 
a developer to build Woodlayne 
Court apartments on Wilson 
Street. The developer repaid the 
money to the borough in 2013.

The borough is covering much 
of  the rest of  the required match 
through donations received 
through the Mayor’s Mangia Mon-
day fundraising drive that Curry 
launched in August 2017 to first 
begin addressing problems at the 
original Kids Kastle playground.

Little Middletown has an es-
timated price of  $924,205, based 
upon plans by borough consult-
ing engineers HRG with input by 
Curry and borough council.

Curry said he hopes the cost will 

end up being less when the project 
goes out for bid, but that “remains 
to be seen,” he noted.

Curry in his video said that all 
that is left to meet the local match-
ing requirement is $13,876.42.

“At this point the borough if  it 
did nothing more between now and 
the opening of  Little Middletown 
would need to spend $13,876.42. 
That’s to build you a playground 
that is worth $1 million. I think 
that’s amazing,” Curry said.

However, the mayor pledged that 
it is his goal to hold more fundrais-
ers in order to “chip away” at that 
remaining obligation.

“I promise you we will get rid 
of  that” $13,876.42, Curry said. 
“This playground is going to be 
built with zero checks written 
from the borough of  Middletown 
on the taxpayer dime.”

The initial fund drive led by 
Curry in August 2017 raised just 
over $2,300, which more than 
covered a feasibility study which 
cost the borough just under $1,500 

to look at options for Kids Kastle.
The report from the consultants 

led to the borough deciding to 
close Kids Kastle in June 2018. 
Constructed in 1993 by a grass-
roots effort led by residents, the 
playground had developed safety 
issues over time and no longer 
met government standards for 
handicapped accessibility.

In October 2018, Curry pre-
sented a video unveiling the Little 
Middletown concept at a council 
meeting. It showed features in-
tended to make it unique, includ-
ing a Nittany Lion for Penn State 
Harrisburg, cooling towers to 

represent Three Mile Island, an air 
traffic control tower representing 
Harrisburg International Air-
port, and other items represent-
ing Middletown Volunteer Fire 
Company and the Middletown & 
Hummelstown Railroad.

Curry said then — and said it 
again during his April 7 video — 
that “you will not see anything 
like this anywhere else in the 
world, because it is very specific 
to Middletown.”

“We are well on our way to 
having a brand new playground 
in Middletown that will be an at-
traction for not only Middletown 
residents but people from other 
communities,” he said. “I can 
picture as busy as it was before 
when people were coming from 
other communities for picnics or 
to enjoy the park or enjoy the play-
ground then hit a local business. 
I’m hoping it will be even more so 
when we have something that is 
going to be this amazing.”

Yeich in her email said that the 

next step is for DCNR and Middle-
town borough to work out the final 
details of  the grant contract.

Yeich told the Press & Journal 
in January that she felt the earli-
est that construction of  the new 
playground could start would be 
in fall 2020. She considered that 
timetable overly optimistic, and 
that was before the shutdown of  
construction and other economic 
activities brought on by COVID-19.

Curry did not address in his 
video when he thought construc-
tion would begin. The project will 
have to be put out for bid; that alone 
could take several months.

The mayor commended those 
who have stepped forward with 
donations toward covering the 
borough’s matching requirement.

He mentioned a $2,000 contribu-
tion made in July 2018 by Jason 
Kreider, whose mother Kathleen 
Brandt had been one of  the orga-
nizers to build the first Kids Kastle.

Curry also mentioned a $25,000 
contribution from Middletown 

VFW Post 1620, and $5,000 from 
Kiwanis Club of  Middletown.

The borough also raised $734.50 
from the sale of  wooden blocks 
from the original Kids Kastle 
before it was torn down.

The borough also received 
“random donations” toward the 
new playground from various resi-
dents and businesses, Curry said.

Taxpayers did not have to pay 
to tear down the old Kids Kastle; 
it was done by Middletown Public 
Works employees, Curry said.

The $7,122.90 cost for Dumpsters 
to haul the old playground away 
was covered by fundraising, not 
taxpayers, the mayor pointed out.

It all adds up to some very wel-
come good news, at a time when 
everybody could use some, the 
mayor said in his video.

“I’m terribly excited about it, 
because let’s face it we’ve had 
enough bad news in the last 30 
days,” he said. “This is something 
Middletown specific that I think is 
just so awesome.”

GRANT: Playground ‘is something Middletown specific that I think is just so awesome,’ Curry says
From page 1 “This playground is going 

to be built with zero 
checks written from the 
borough of Middletown on 
the taxpayer dime.”

Mayor James H. Curry III
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One outside threat is the Masterpiece Cakeshop 

v. Colorado Civil Rights Commission case now be-

fore the US Supreme court. Jack Phillips, the baker 

who refused to make a cake for David Mullins and 

Charlie Craig in 2012, argues he should be allowed to 

discriminate against LGBTQ people as an expression 

of  religious freedom. His argument is dangerous and 

ugly, and threatens to undermine many of  the recently 

hard-earned victories against discrimination. 

Villains outside our community are easy to express 

outrage toward.

It is more difficult to look inside our own communi-

ties and networks to identify how we may cause harm 

to each other. How do we turn away from that harm 

toward creating healing queer communities?

A recent, called “Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgen-

der, Queer, and HIV-affected Intimate Partner Violence 

in 2016,” allows us to jump into that conversation.

The report is an analysis of  more than 2,000 reports 

of  intimate partner violence collected by 14 member 

programs of  the National Coalition of  Anti-Violence 

Programs (NCAVP). 

It seeks to describe the violence experienced by 

LGBTQ and HIV-affected communities in the fourteen 

geographic regions represented, from Los Angeles to 

Kansas City to Burlington. It should not be understood 

as a count of  the totality of  intimate partner violence 

taking place in LGBTQ and HIV-affected communities 

across the US. 

That being said, even the raw counts of  incident 

reports in each program should be understood as 

the tip of  the iceberg for the regions served. Many 

survivors of  intimate partner violence may not feel 

comfortable disclosing their traumatic experiences, 

THE THREAT 
FROM WITHIN

A disturbing look at 

intimate partner violence

By Louie Marven

There are formidable threats to LGBTQ safety and civil rights 

from outside our community. Are there also formidable 

threats to our safety from within our own community?

Please see THREAT FROM WITHIN, page 18

By Central Voice

Shippensburg Univer-

sity senior Trent Bauer 

now knows the power of  

media.
Last October Bauer did 

a “White Men Can Dance” 

segment on Ellen DeGe-

neres – and then received 

a $10,000 check for his self-

less volunteer work.

Bauer didn’t know that 

his friend Steph had writ-

ten to Ellen telling her that 

he was the “most selfless 

and special” people she 

knew. She also explained 

that Bauer was dedicated to LGBT activism at his school. 

He serves as the university’s first LGBT student 

coordinator. “I wrote to the president [of  the school] 

and asked them to create [the position].” According to 

Shippensburg U.

senior shows Ellen 

he can dance

Ellen's TV audience learns there's a lot 

more to this guy than his moves

Trent Bauer struttin' his stuff on “The Ellen Show.”  -Youtube

Trent Bauer
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Oh, what 
a night!
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Write-ins could shape November ballot

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

and David Barr

davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

It looks as though Middletown 

Mayor James H. Curry III can be 

on the Democratic ballot in the 

general election in the fall — if  

he wants to be.

In Lower Swatara, two Repub-

licans received enough write-in 

votes from Democrats to appear 

on the November ballot.

And Middletown Borough 

Councilor Ian Reddinger also said 

he is interested in running after 

receiving support on the Tuesday, 

May 16 primary ballot.

In an unusual election year, it’s 

likely write-in candidates will play 

a key in who is elected in the fall.

Curry received 70 write-in votes 

on the Democratic ballot, accord-

ing to Jerry Feaser, director of  

the Dauphin County Office of  

Elections and Voter Registration. 

Curry would need only 10 certi-

fied write-in votes to appear on 

the Democratic ballot in the fall. 

If  Curry does 

decide to run 

the fall elec-

tion will be a 

rematch be-

tween the one 

four years ago 

between Curry, 

who at the time 

was a Demo-

crat, and Republican Robert Giv-

ler.
Givler, a retired Middletown po-

lice officer, defeated fellow retired 

borough police officer Richard 

Hiester on the 

Republican bal-

lot during Tues-

day’s primary, 

235 votes to 183 

votes.
Reddinger, 

a Republican 

who was not 

on the primary 

ballot after he chose not to run — 

received 24 write-in votes on the 

Democratic ballot. 

That could enable Reddinger to 

run for a full four-year term in the 

fall if  he chooses to. Reddinger was 

appointed to council in May 2016. 

“I am interested in running,” 

Reddinger told the Press & Jour-

nal. “I do want to serve Middletown 

and I appreciate their support.”

In the unofficial results for Mid-

dletown Borough Council, Dawn 

Knull was the only person on the 

Democratic ballot for a four-year 

seat. Knull received 229 votes, and 

there were 75 write-in votes cast.

Borough council candidate Jen-

ny Miller also received 17 write-in 

votes on the Democratic ballot for 

a four-year seat. However, Miller 

will already be on the Republican 

ballot in the fall.

Three candidates were on the 

Republican ballot competing for 

three four-year seats. Miller re-

ceived 379 votes, Rachelle Reid 294 

and David Rhen 292. There were 

95 write-in votes.

Voters will elect three council 

members in November for the 

four-year seat. If  Reddinger choses 

to be on the ballot, three would be 

Reflecting on Middletown’s prom

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY JODI OCKER

Ivy Martnishn and Chris Plummer get ready to enter the Middletown prom on Saturday, May 20, at the Red Lion 

Hotel Harrisburg Hershey. For more photos, see page B6 and go to www.pressandjournal.com.

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

An eyewitness in the March 24 

shooting at River House Bar & 

Grill in Londonderry Township 

has refused to 

answer ques-

tions under 

oath.
That revela-

tion came to 

light Wednes-

day, May 17, 

as the prelimi-

nary hearing 

was about to 

start in the case against Tanner 

Allen Stark. State Police said Stark 

began shooting after two River 

House bouncers escorted him out 

of  the bar because he was seen 

wearing a handgun in his right 

front pants pocket. 

After Stark started firing, two 

men who were inside the bar went 

out to confront Stark, according to 

police. One was David Seesholtz, 

a patron; and the other was Andy 

Cole, who was tending bar inside 

the River House at the time. 

There are two eyewitnesses to 

what happened, Stark’s defense 

attorney Jerry Russo said im-

mediately after the hearing was 

ended by District Judge David 

Judy. Russo did not identify the 

eyewitnesses, or indicate whether 

he was referring to Seesholtz or 

Cole.
Judy agreed to the request, 

saying that Russo “has raised 

legitimate legal issues.”

The court needs to determine 

“whether or not the invocation 

of  the right to remain silent by an 

eyewitness is legal and proper,” 

Russo said.

Witness in River 

House shooting 

remains silent

Stark

Unidentified person won’t 

answer questions under oath

Please see SHOOTING, page A4

Memorial Day parade 

back to ‘normal’ route 

By David Barr

davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

This year’s Memorial Day pa-

rade in Middletown will return to 

its “normal” route, according to 

Ricky Snyder Jr. of  Middletown 

VFW Post 1620, who is helping to 

organize the events.

The parade will begin at 9 a.m. 

near Emaus and Wood streets 

before following its regular route 

of  traveling on Ann Street and 

Union Street and concluding at 

the Middletown Cemetery.

Last year, the parade route was 

changed due to road work. 

Snyder said for him, planning 

and executing the parade has been 

both hectic and rewarding, and he 

receives gratification from see-

ing the streets lined with people, 

especially those continuing the 

tradition of  attending the parade 

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Early 2018 looks to be the 

soonest that more Middletown-

area residents and businesses 

can buy a banner honoring a 

veteran that could be placed 

somewhere in town.

It also appears likely that 

when more banners become 

available, they will be sold 

not through 

the borough 

but through 

a veterans 

o r g a n i z a -

tion such as 

the Ameri-

can Legion 

or the Veter-

ans of  For-

eign Wars.

However, it’s unlikely that 

Councilor Diana McGlone — 

who played a key role in getting 

the banner program started 

— will be a part of  it moving 

forward. 

During the borough coun-

cil’s most recent meeting, on 

Wednesday, May 17, McGlone 

could not get anyone on council 

to second her motion to imme-

diately reopen the program and 

make more banners available 

for sale through the borough. 

“I am removing myself  from 

this program,” McGlone told 

the council later in the meeting. 

The banners have proven 

to be wildly popular among 

residents, since the banners 

first started appearing on 

green light poles and utility 

poles throughout Middletown 

on May 9.

But the way the program 

was carried out by McGlone 

has become the subject of  con-

siderable controversy among 

members of  borough council. 

Council President Damon 

Suglia and Vice President 

Dawn Knull both made state-

ments at the start of  the May 17 

meeting, defending themselves 

against McGlone’s charge that 

Suglia and Knull are “anti-

veteran” because they have 

refused to reopen the program 

to make more banners avail-

able to people who want to 

Military 
banners 
might be 
revisited in 

early 2018
McGlone says she is 

done with program

McGlone

Please see BANNERS, page A8

Newly painted pool gets ready to open 

STAFF PHOTO BY DAVID BARR

Casey Coble prepares to add a chain to a floating pool toy Monday.

By David Barr

davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

As the weather becomes warmer 

and summer approaches, it is time 

to break out the bathing suits and 

bottles of  sunscreen and hit the 

Middletown Pool. 

The pool is scheduled to open for 

the first time this year on Saturday, 

May 27, and remain open through 

the holiday weekend. It will close 

for the following week, before 

reopening the following weekend, 

June 3-4. It will close once more 

June 5-6 before opening for good 

Please see POOL, page A8

More inside

Memorial Day editorial. PAGE A6.

Memorial Day pages. PAGES A9-A10

Please see MEMORIAL, page A4

Givler
Reddinger

Please see BALLOT, page A3
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SHAVUOT BEGINS AT
SUNSET

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Planning Commission - 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Historical Restoration Com-
mission, 6:30 p.m.

AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL 
DAY

NATIONAL WAITERS AND 
WAITRESSES DAY

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Board of Commissioners - 7 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners – 10 am;
Followed by Retirement 
Board

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Municipal Authority - 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• School Board - 7 pm
• Boro Council 7 p.m.

ROYALTON
• Planning Commission - 7 pm

HIGHSPIRE
• Boro Council – 6 pm

HIGHSPIRE
• Boro Council - 6 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Human Relations Commission 
- 6:30 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners – 10 am 

MIDDLETOWN
• Public Safety Committee - 6:30 
pm

POLICE OFFICER'S 
MEMORIAL DAY

ARMED FORCES DAY

NATIONAL NURSES DAY
LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Twp. Commissioners - 7 pm
• Rec Board - 6 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners - 10 am
• Recreation Board - 6 pm

V-E DAY  INTERNATIONAL 
MIGRATORY BIRD DAY

We Are  
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in the Capital Region

777 West Harrisburg Pike, Middletown, PA 17057
717-948-6000 • harrisburg.psu.edu
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JEFF HASTE, Chairman 
MIKE PRIES, Vice Chairman 
GEORGE HARTWICK III, Secretary

Middletown
Area School

District
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employment practices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
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2601 Sunset Drive
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www.londonderrypa.org

  Live Music on 
the deck

  Daily Food & 
Drink Specials

 
  Open Golf  

Tourneys

   Jr. Golf Clinic

  Stars & Stripes 
Salute

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

NATIONAL HAMBURGER 
MONTH

STEELTON
Established 1880

Our Renaissance Starts Now . . . 
Steelton is Open for Business with 
Tax Incentives for New Business

Maria R. Marcinko, Mayor
Doug Brown, Borough Manager
Terry Carroll, Accounts Payable
Rosemarie Paul, Asst. Secretary/Treasurer
Michele Powell, Utility Billing Clerk
Marianne Reider, Tax Collector

Borough Council:
Brian Proctor, President

Michael Segina, Vice President
Keontay Hodge, Pro-Tem

Dennis Heefner
Natashia Woods

Kelly Kratzer
William Krovic

MOTHER’S DAY

INTERNATIONAL JAZZ DAY

EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
SERVICES WEEK (24th)

SHAVUOT ENDS AT
NIGHTFALL

FOSTER CARE MONTH

MIDDLETOWN
• Historical Restoration Com-
mission - 6:30 pm

GIFTS FROM THE GARDEN 
MONTH

OLDER AMERICANS 
MONTH

NATIONAL BIKE MONTH

LEARN ABOUT 
COMPOSTING DAY

HERB  DAY

The listings in the calendar belong solely to the Press & Journal and do not represent an endorsement by the sponsors.

MAY DAY

MEMORIAL DAY

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Ag Land Preservation - 9 am

LG
BT

Q

MIDDLETOWN
• Susquehanna Area Regional
Airport Authority - 8 am
• Planning Commission, 7 p.m

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Zoning Hearing Board - 7 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners - 10 am
• Prison Board - 1:30 pm
• Conservation District Ag
Committee Meeting - 2 pm

CINCO DE MAYO
MIDDLETOWN
• School Board Agenda -
6:30 pm
• Boro Council 7 pm

ROYALTON
• Boro Council - 7 pm

HIGHSPIRE
• Planning Commission - 7 pm

STAR WARS DAY DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Conservation District
Meeting - 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Community Development 
Committee, 6:30 pm

NURSE'S WEEK

NOTARY
PUBLIC

PRESS & JOURNAL PUBLICATIONS
20 S. Union Street, Middletown  

Please 944-4628 for appointment
NO VEHICULAR TRANSACTIONS

NEED  A NOTARY?

Due to the current situation, May's listings may change. 
Please go to pressandjournal.com for live updates.
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Warm weather means more opportunities 
to spend time outdoors while at home. 

Whether your favorite form of  outdoor recre-
ation includes sitting on the patio reading or 
digging in the garden, there’s a good chance 
that you will be sharing the space with local 
wildlife. Optimizing opportunities to view and 
interact with backyard wildlife can make the 
great outdoors even more enjoyable.

The Cornell Lab of  Ornithology indicates that 
there are around 2,059 bird species on the continent 
of  North America. Red-winged blackbirds,  yellow-
rumped warblers, American robins, and chipping 
sparrows are among the most commonly seen birds 
in North America. 

Making a backyard hospitable to birds can in-
crease the chances for sightings and hearing their 
sweet songs. Installing a bird bath can be a step in 
the right direction.

Bird baths can make yards more attractive to 
birds. Birds require a supply of  fresh, clean water 
for drinking and bathing. By setting up a bath, 
homeowners can attract not only seed-loving 
birds, but those that don’t eat seeds and wouldn’t 
normally congregate around feeders, indicates All 
About Birds. Experts surmise that birds may bathe 
to maintain their feathers. 

Not all bird baths are constructed the in the same 
fashion. Many bird baths sold in stores are better 
suited for decoration than for serving as functional 
baths. There are four general types of  bird bath: 
standing pedestal, hanging bath, deck-mounted, 
and ground-level. In general, the lower a bird bath 
is to the ground, the more likely birds are to use 
it. Most natural sources of  water birds use are on 
or near the ground. Therefore, ground-level bird 
baths may be the best investments.

It is important to keep the water in a  bird bath 
shallow (around two inches of  water or less). This 
enables birds to splash around safely and wade in.

Birds do not want to slide around, so a material 

that is coated and slippery, like glazed ceramic or 
glass, may not be too popular. Rough stone or a 
bird bath modified with pea gravel or rocks can 
give birds steady footing.

Place the bird bath in the shade if  possible to 
ensure the water is cool and fresh. Locate it by a 
tree so the birds can hop up to a branch and preen 
afterwards. All About Birds also says that a bird 
bath is more attractive if  it has a dripping or moving 
water feature, as this is often irresistible to birds. 

Another way to ensure the bath will be used is 
to keep it clean and maintained. Change the water 
every day or two. Rinse off the bath to remove drop-
pings, bugs and other debris.

Once birds learn there is a comfortable bath 
nearby, they may be more apt to visit a yard and 
may even become frequent guests.

Although pedestal style bird baths are attractive, 
baths closer to the ground tend to attract more birds.

A guide to buying and setting up a bird bath

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

The Londonderry Township 
Board of  Supervisors gave the 
green light for a logistics facility 
to be built at the former Saturday’s 
Market site April 21.

The supervisors unanimously 
approved Core5 Industrial Part-
ners’ conditional use application 
to build a logistic facility and land 
development plans for the project.

Core5 attorney Charles Court-
ney said in an email to the Press 
& Journal that the company wants 
to start construction in the fall.

“Obviously that could change, 
but that is the anticipated sched-
ule,” Courtney said.

Plans call for a 304,640-square-
foot building to be built on the site 
with two entrances off Route 230.

“If  you looked at the plans with 
all the landscaping and the build-
ing, what most of  us grew up with, 
which is the Big M or Saturday’s 
Market through different genera-
tions, this building is absolutely 
gorgeous. I think compared to the 
landscape that we were used to for 
years, this will fit well within Lon-
donderry Township,” Supervisor 
Mel Hershey said.

Saturday’s Market opened as 
the Big M in 1957, and the market 
closed in November.

Logistics facilities — like the one 
planned for the Saturday’s Market 
site — are a conditional use within 
the township’s C2 commercial dis-
trict, which means that developers 
have to submit an application to 
use the land in that way and also 
hold a public hearing.

There were about 30 people — 
including supervisors, township 
staff, Core5 representatives and 
members of  the public — who at-
tended the public hearing, which 
was held via Zoom. There were 
no public comments during the 
hearing, and one resident emailed 
manager Steve Letavic ahead of  
time with concerns about how 
traffic will be controlled.

According to project engineer 
John Murphy, the logistics facility 
will be in a location on the prop-
erty similar to where Saturday’s 
Market was. Cars will park in the 
front in 180 spaces, and the truck 
docks are in the back where there 
will be 47 truck parking spaces.

Murphy said there is essentially 

no light spillage off the site, with 
the exception of  “a couple minor 
areas” in the east.

Core5 already has approval to 
build a 1.2 million-square-foot 
warehouse behind this site. Mur-
phy said in a “perfect world we’d 
combine the sites, but there are 
a lot of  environmental features, 
mainly wetland” at the former 
School Heights Village site. They 
can’t be combined because of  
environmental permitting issues.

Buffer, traffic
Core5 wants to plant about 50 

red maple trees along Route 230. 
Behind the trees, there will be a 
6-foot tall berm, which will have 
more than 300 trees planted on top 
of  it. Core5 plans to install another 
berm in the northwest portion of  
the site to shield a nearby home.

The building will be 55 feet tall. 
Murphy said when the trees and 
other landscaping mature, the 
home across Route 230 might see 
about 5 feet of  the building.

However, the vegetation should 
shield the building from other 
residences further down on Route 
230 and on Cedar Avenue.

As part of  a transportation 
impact study, Core5’s traffic en-
gineers studied 11 intersections, 
including access to the site.

According to Murphy, originally 
Core5 proposed three accesses to 
the site off Route 230, but the Penn-
sylvania Department of  Trans-
portation, which owns Route 230, 
wanted to eliminate one.

Traffic engineer Craig Mellott 
said originally PennDOT only 
wanted one access to the site, but 
Core5 was able to negotiate two.

Mellott said the transportation 
impact study found that there 
isn’t a need for traffic signals at 
the entrances, but Route 230 will 
be widened to add left turn lanes 
into the site. Mellott anticipated 
that the road would be widened 
on the site-side of  the street.

Trucks are to primarily use the 
western entrance to the facility, 
which wraps around to the back of  
the building where the docks are.

Employees would use the east-
ern driveway, which goes to the 
truck dock and the parking lot in 
the front of  the building.

Vice Chairman Bart Shellen-
hamer, who is also fire chief  of  
the Londonderry Fire Company, 
said he was concerned that there 
will be only one entrance to the 
vehicle parking lot.

Murphy said there was a “pretty 
serious” grade between the west-
ern edge of  the parking lot and 
the western driveway. There is a 
turnaround near the end of  the 
parking lot, he said.

“We agree it’s not an ideal 
situation. That’s why we added 
a turnaround. We’d be happy to 
continue working with you on that, 
but we think with the turnaround 
— it’s not the best, but it will be 
an adequate situation for access,” 
Murphy said.

Supervisor Anna Dale asked 
whether the seasonal traffic from 
nearby Zeager Brothers, which 
produces and sells mulch, was 
taken into account. Mellott said 
PennDOT determines when traf-
fic counts can be done, but he 
added that volumes are usually 
increased by 10 to 15 percent to 
account for such traffic.

“I know there’s a lot of  traffic 
going up 230, and this is going to 
create a lot of  congestion in that 
vicinity. Just food for thought,” 
Dale said.

As part of  the application, Core5 
agreed to a number of  conditions, 
one of  which is contributing 
$50,000 to the township for commu-
nity improvements and mitigation 
of  community impacts.

The others included imple-
menting and complying with an 
anti-idling policy; complying with 
recommended or required road 
and lane improvements; connect-
ing and extending public sewer to 
the site; prohibiting loudspeakers; 
prohibiting storing, using or trans-
porting materials or products that 
could decompose by deterioration, 
are flammable liquids, highly 
combustible or explosive, or haz-
ardous chemicals; using indoor 
Dumpsters and compactors; 
and entering into a development 
agreement.

Londonderry supervisors 
approve logistics facility at 
Saturday’s Market location

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES

Crews work at the site of what will be the new Amtrak station along West Main Street on Wednesday, April 22.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Work is continuing toward 
building the new Amtrak train 
station along West Main Street 
in Middletown.

Amtrak crews continue to do 
the track-moving work that is 
essential to the project, Amtrak 
spokeswoman Beth K. Toll told 
the Press & Journal in an email 
on April 16.

Construction of  the station is 
projected to be completed by Aug. 
12, 2021. That’s an adjustment 
from July 21, 2021 that consulting 
engineers for the Pennsylvania 
Department of  Transportation 
had announced in early February.

The delay is due not to the CO-

VID-19 restrictions but instead 
the result of  “construction phas-
ing,” PennDOT spokeswoman 
Alexis Campbell told the Press 
& Journal on April 21.

In addition, while all other on-
site work had been shut down 
by PennDOT due to COVID-19 
related restrictions, there are 
“non-site work activities” that 
are proceeding, Campbell said.

These include contractors or-
dering materials and arranging 
scheduling and coordination in 
anticipation of  the start of  on-
site construction, Campbell said.

PennDOT on March 16 issued 
a limited notice to proceed, al-
lowing the contractors to begin 
work that does not involve being 
on-site so long as the COVID-19 

restrictions remain in place.
On Feb. 26, PennDOT awarded 

a $16.2 million contract to Wick-
ersham Construction and En-
gineering Inc. of  Lancaster as 
general contractor to build the 
station. The firm had submitted 
the lowest of  three bids received.

PennDOT also awarded a $1.6 
million contract to Lobar Inc. of  
Dillsburg, which submitted the 
lowest of  two bids received for 
the electrical contract.

PennDOT has budgeted $32 mil-
lion for the station. The project 
includes extending West Emaus 
Street through Wood Street to 
West Main, and improvements 
to make it safer and easier for 
pedestrians to cross West Main 
Street near the new station.

Work continues on Amtrak station, 
August 2021 targeted for completion

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Lower Swatara police are 
searching for a township man 
who is  a 
suspect in 
a burglary 
at Growing 
Adventures 
Childcare. 

O f f i c e r s 
have issued a 
warrant for 
Larry Mc-
Donald, 60, on a felony charge 
of  burglary and a misdemeanor 
charge of  theft. 

Police responded to a report 
that someone entered an of-

fice in the day care at 5:05 p.m. 
March 19. Staff told police that 
someone stole a total of  $850. 

When staff  reviewed sur-
veillance, it allegedly showed 
McDonald entering the office on 
March 16,18 and 19. He admitted 
to the owner of  the building to 
taking money from the day care, 
police said.

According to police, he was 
an employee of  the owner of  the 
building but not an employee of  
the day care. 

He has used the alias Larry 
Hayden.

Anyone with information is 
urged to call the police at 717-
939-0463 or submit a tip at www.
lowerswatarapd.org.

McDonald

Man wanted for allegedly 
taking $850 from day care

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

The investigation into a possible 
arson case in an apartment has 
been tabled, said Lower Swatara 
Police Department Acting Chief  
Dan Tingle.

Tingle told the Press & Journal 
that the fire has been deemed 
suspicious but the department’s 
detectives have run down all the 
leads.

Police officers and firefighters 
were dispatched to the Campus 
Heights apartment complex at 277 
W. Main St. at 6:42 p.m. March 30.

At the time, Tingle said there 
was a fire in the bathroom of  one 
of  the apartments. Damage was 
contained to the toilet and rug in 
front of  it.

Aerosol spray and lighters were 
found nearby, Tingle said.

One of  the apartment's occu-
pants was home at the time of  the 
fire, and Tingle said the resident 
was in their room playing video 
games. The resident told police the 
apartment is never locked, he said.

There were no injuries.
Anyone with information is 

urged to contact the department 
at 717-939-0463.

Possible arson 
case at apartment 
on hold as leads 
don’t pan out

Middletown police have filed 
new retail theft charges against a 
Harrisburg man already charged 
with conspiring with a woman to 
steal $83.18 worth of  groceries 
from the Karns on South Union 
Street.

Police on April 16 charged Dane 
A. Sinniger, 49, of  the 1800 block of  
Park Street, with theft by decep-
tion and retail theft after police 
say he stole $750 worth of  meat 
from the Karns meat department 
on March 27, according to arrest 
records filed with District Judge 
David Judy.

Police said Sinniger drove off  in 
a white Hyundai Tucson SUV, the 
same vehicle police have said was 
used in the Karns robbery Feb. 26.

Middletown police were aided  
by Derry Township police, who 
identified Sinniger as having been 
involved in similar retail theft 
cases in the township.

He is awaiting setting of  a 
preliminary hearing on the new 
charges, according to online court 
records. However, police are still 
looking for him and Jennifer Shan-
non Krause, 30, of  the 1800 block of  
Park Street in Harrisburg, in con-
nection to the February incident.

More charges vs. 
man suspected in 
earlier Karns theft

“I think compared to the 
landscape that we were 
used to for years, this will 
fit well within Londonderry 
Township.”

Supervisor Mel Hershey
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Middletown senior guard Kate 
Fitzpatrick, who ended her ca-
reer as the leading girls scorer in 
Middletown history, was named 
to the first team last week of  the 
Pa. Sportswriters’ Class 4A All-
State squad.

In the first quarter at Milton 
Hershey on Feb. 4, Fitzpatrick 
made a free throw to register 
her 1,587th point, passing 2016 
Middletown graduate Ja’Lynn 
Burton-Jones.

Fitzpatrick ended her career 
with 1,614 points, 420 rebounds, 
203 assists, 251 steals and 140 
3-pointers.

She plans to attend Millersville 

University to 
play basket-
ball and soft-
ball. 

S h e  w a s 
second-team 
all-state as a 
junior.

T h e  4 A 
Player of  the 
Year was Taliyah Medina, Beth-
lehem Catholic. 

The rest of  the sportswriters’ 
first team is Mackenzie Amalia of  
Blackhawk, Kylee Lewandowski 
of North Catholic, Timaya Lewis-
Eutsey of  Lansdale Catholic, and 
Tess Myers of  North Catholic.

Fitzpatrick

First-team all-state 
honors for Raider 
standout Fitzpatrick

Lower Swatara police are ask-
ing for the public’s help in iden-
tifying three suspects caught on 
video in a string of  car break-ins 
over the weekend of  April 17 on 
Georgetown Road. 

Police responded to reports of  
two car break-ins in the 1900 and 
1200 block of  Georgetown Road 
at 1:54 p.m. and 4:47 p.m. April 
19, but police believe the thefts 
occurred overnight. 

Both cars were unlocked, ac-
cording to Acting Police Chief  
Dan Tingle.

He said a wallet and purse 
containing credit cards were 
taken from a car parked in the 
1900 block.  Tingle said they were 

found down the street without 
the credit cards. 

A Bluetooth adapter was taken 
from a car parked in the 1200 
block, Tingle said.

A video shared shows three 
suspects walking, and one of  
the suspects attempting and suc-
cessfully entering a car parked 
on the street.

View the video by reading this 
story at www.pressandjournal.
com. Use the Search function to 
look for Georgetown Road.

Anyone with information 
is urged to contact police by 
submitting a tip at www.low-
erswatarapd.org or by calling 
717-939-0463.

Police seek help with 
car break-in suspects

responders as they drove down 
O’Hara Lane, which was lined 
with residents cheering and hold-
ing up signs that read “Thank 
you Maura. God bless,” “Thank 
you first responders: police, fire 
department and nurse Maura” 
and “Go Maura.”

The parade ended at Esposito’s 
home, where she and Marco have 
been living with Marco’s family as 
their home is renovated. 

The parade was organized by 
Marco’s mother, Joanne Navarro. 

According to Joanne, during 
the first couple of  weeks of  the 
pandemic, everyone was giving 
thanks to the health care workers. 
But when they watched coverage 
of  the anti-quarantine rally in 
Harrisburg on April 20, it made 
her feel like things were changing. 

“The look on her face broke 
my heart, and it felt that they 
weren’t being supported any-
more,” Joanne said.

Esposito grew up in Mechanic-
sburg, and Joanne said she was 
good friends with her niece. She 
met Marco at his high school 
graduation party, and the pair 
have been dating since. 

Esposito went to college at 
the University of  Pittsburgh at 
Johnstown. She’s known that she 
wanted to be a nurse when she 
grew up because she loved being 
hands-on and helping people. 

“From the moment I stepped 
in the hospital, I knew this was 
exactly what I wanted to do,” 
Esposito said.

At first it was scary to be a nurse 
during the pandemic, to hear how 
it would affect not only her hospi-

tal, but also her friends and family 
at home. Esposito has had to social 
distance from her parents, sister 
and niece and nephew. 

But Esposito said there’s been 
support from other nurses and 
management at Hershey Medical 
Center.

“It’s still scary, but I know with 

the community, everyone that I 
work with, I’m always going to 
have someone who’s fighting in my 
corner with me,” she said.  

Joanne wanted to do something 
to honor her future daughter-in-
law. She reached out to state Rep. 
Tom Mehaffie, R-Lower Swatara 
Township, saying it would be a 
great surprise to have a police 
car leading the procession down 
the street. What they ended up 
with was five firetrucks and three 
police cars.

“I think it’s cool that the first 
responders are going to partici-
pate because they’re going out and 
responding and don’t know if  the 
person has it,” Joanne said.  

Seeing the community and first 

responders on the front line makes 
Esposito’s job worth it. 

“And it’s not the praise aspect. 
It’s knowing my community, my 
family, my friends, people that love 
me — it’s amazing to have people 
who are so thankful for this in 
a time where it’s really difficult. 
Honestly, it’s amazing. I’ve never 
felt like this. I don’t even have 
words. I can’t stop smiling under-
neath my mask,” Esposito said. 

open in 2021.
Knull listed a number of  projects that need 

done at the pool, including sandblasting and a 
thorough repainting of  the entire pool, making 
the pool more handicapped accessible, address-
ing repairs to the lifeguard stand and ladders, 
replacing toilets, and repairing or replacing 
picnic tables. 

Knull’s proposal was enthusiastically sup-
ported by Council Vice President Ian Red-
dinger, who called it “an excellent idea. Use 
the whole summer to fix things up.”

Council President Angela Lloyd agreed, call-
ing Knull’s proposal “a great idea.”

Council did approve a recommendation from 
Klinepeter to hire Seibert’s Inc. to sandblast 
the main pool and children’s pool to remove 
the old paint for $13,870.

The contract is covered by funds in the pool’s 
2020 operating budget, and the proposal from 
Seibert’s was the lowest of  three price quotes 
received, Klinepeter said.

The repainting would be done later by the 
borough’s public works crew.

The 2020 Middletown budget includes 
$182,000 in expenses for the swimming pool, 
an increase over $117,074 in the 2019 budget. 
The budget projects $118,200 in pool revenue 
for the year.

Borough officials and councilors have said 
in the past that the pool is not a money maker 
but a service the borough provides to residents. 
In most years the best that can be expected is 
that the pool will break even.

Knull told council the borough had not begun 
selling pool memberships for the 2020 season, 
so refunds are not necessary.

Knull told the Press & Journal in a follow-up 
phone interview that based upon the aquatic 
director’s analysis, the earliest the pool can 
open is in July. It doesn't make financial sense 
to be open for that short a period of  time.

“We have to pay people. A pool is not some-
thing where you can limit how many people 
can come in. You can’t just put 10 people in a 
pool. It will cost us more than that in staffing 
to do that,” Knull said.

“We believe the social distancing rules are 
going to prevent us from opening the pool in a 
safe manner until later into the season, which 
raises concerns regarding increased liability 
and financial issues,” Klinepeter told the Press 
& Journal in an email after the council meeting.

One day after council’s April 21 discussion 
regarding keeping the pool closed for 2020, 
Wolf  unveiled his plan for reopening parts of  
the state beginning May 8.

However, the governor’s plan looks to first 
reopen areas in the north-central and north-
west regions of  Pennsylvania. The guidance 
provides no specific information as to when 
restrictions in the Middletown area are to be 
lifted.

Knull said that in her view, the information 
in Wolf’s plan makes no difference regarding 
council’s consideration of  not opening the 
pool in 2020.

The state has not put out any specific guid-
ance about the opening of municipal swimming 
pools in 2020, Department of Health spokesman 
Nate Wardle told the Press & Journal.

“As we prepare for the upcoming seasons, 
the administration will continue to examine 
the impact of  all seasonal businesses, includ-
ing recreation sites like pools, but utilizing the 
latest data and modeling and with a priority 
on public health and safety and mitigating the 
spread of  COVID-19,” Wardle said.

If  council does decide to keep the municipal 
swimming pool closed for 2020, that would leave 
Middletown Swim Club on North Union Street 
as the only option for people and families who 
do not have a swimming pool of  their own.

The swim club plans to open on June 13, ac-
cording to the club’s website and an email that 
was sent to club members by the club board 
of  directors on April 15.

That June 13 date is not set in stone, according 
to the email. The opening date could be delayed, 
or moved up, depending upon changes in the 
COVID-19 situation.

“Please know that MSC (Middletown Swim 
Club) as an organization is watching the Cen-
ter for Disease Control's guidelines for public 
safety,” the email says. “We are also monitoring 
recommendations from our local, state and 
federal health organizations. Kindly keep in 
mind that if  social distancing standards run 
beyond the school year, we will have to adjust 
the timeline accordingly.”

“While your Board of  Directors have diverse 
backgrounds, none of  us can see into the 
future. Conversely, if  we find ourselves in a 
position where we can safely open before the 
above timetable, we will do so and relay the 
message to you via email. Always know that if  
we cannot open this season, your dues would 
be refunded. And this would be a last resort 
that would break our hearts.”

The email also notes that while membership 
dues are typically returned to the club by May 
1, that deadline has been extended to June 1 
to reflect “the crippling effect”  the pandemic 
has caused financially.

“We are also empathetic to those affected 
by the downward trajectory of  the economy. 
If  you find yourself  struggling financially, 
please contact the club via email at middle-
townpaswimclub@gmail.com to set up a pay-
ment plan for your membership dues. We are 
willing to work individually with you during 
difficult times.”

Board President Jan Webb told the Press 
& Journal on Friday that she has contacted 
Wolf’s office, seeking further “clarification 
and understanding” regarding the guidelines 
he put out Wednesday.

“That will help us to guide and understand 
where we fit into the reopening model, to help 
us to understand a time line we can adjust,” 
Webb said.

“Our hope is it will be sooner but it could be 
later than what we laid out,” she said of  the 
club’s proposed June 13 opening. “I want to be 
able to say this is exactly what we are doing 
but this is bigger than me and it is bigger than 
all of  us, so we have to kind of  play it by ear.”

If  council decides not to open the Middletown 
swimming pool, Webb said the Swim Club 
would welcome new members.

Webb said anyone with questions about the 
club and its rates can email the club at middle-
townpaswimclub@gmail.com.

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES 

The Middletown Pool sits idle Thursday.

POOL: Budget might be used for renovations instead of operations
From page 1

NURSE: First-responders lead parade for Lower Swatara resident
From page 1

STAFF PHOTOS BY LAURA HAYES

Firetrucks and police cars line up along Nissley Drive on Monday, waiting to honor Maura Esposito, who has been 
working in the COVID-19 ICU at Hershey Medical Center. See more photos at www.pressandjournal.com.

Maura Esposito, right, a nurse in the ICU at Hershey Medical Center, reacts 
Monday after seeing the support from her neighbors. A small parade of first-
responder vehicles led her through her Lower Swatara neighborhood. 

Zachary and Chris Styers wave at 
Maura Esposito as she drives past 
them on O'Hara Lane. 

Neighbors made signs and banners 
to thank Maura Esposito and the 
other first responders. 

“I’m always going to have 
someone who’s fighting in 
my corner with me.”

Maura Esposito, ICU nurse
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To Save!
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KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE  4/28/20 - 5/4/20

Family
Favorites!

ALL PRICING IS WHILE SUPPLIES LAST, NO RAIN CHECKS.

LIVE MAINE
LOBSTER SALELOBSTER SALE
$999

lb.

ORDER ONLINE
APRIL 30TH - MAY 3RD

FRESH CHICKEN
LEG QUARTERS
MUST BUY 10 LBS+

39¢
lb.

AMICK FARM’S BONELESS
CHICKEN TENDERS
SOLD IN PREPACKED 5 LB BAGS
MUST BUY 2 BAGS

$1lb.

FRESHLY GROUNDED
CHOPPED CHUCK
MUST BUY 10 LB+

349
lb.

MUST BUY 10 LB+

USDA CHOICE WHOLE
NEW YORK STRIPES
12 LB AVG

599
lb.

USDA CHOICE BONELESS
BOTTOM ROUND
ROASTS
BOTTOM ROUND

569
lb.

26/30 CT EZ PEEL
XL SHRIMP
SOLD IN 2 LB BAGS

RED SEEDLESS
GRAPES

149
lb.

RED SEEDLESS

1 lb.

20 OZ MAIER’S
ITALIAN BREAD

BUY 1 GET 1

FREE
2 FOR $3.99

16.9OZ/6PK CANADA
DRY, A&W, 7UP &
SUNKIST
MUST BUY 5+

5 FOR 
$10 

599
lb.
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