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By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Lower Swatara Township Police 
arrested a Lycoming County man 
on Sunday who allegedly forged 
nearly $8,000 in checks stolen in 
a burglary in February.

Police issued a warrant for the 
arrest of Michael Lynn Andrus, 47, 
of  Jersey Shore, Pennsylvania, on 
Wednesday. According to police, 
he was taken into custody by police 
in Reynoldsburg, Ohio, a suburb 
of  Columbus.

He faces 10 felony charges of  
forgery and 10 felony charges of  
access device fraud.

According to an affidavit filed 
with District Judge Michael 

J. Smith and 
provided to the 
Press & Journal 
by the Lower 
Swatara Police 
Department, 
Andrus has a 
“very exten-
sive” criminal 
history includ-
ing 10 prior arrests for forgery, 
18 prior theft-related arrests, 2 
arrests for burglary; and arrests 
for aggravated assault, resisting 
arrest and escape.

Lower Swatara Police Detective 
Robert Appleby told the Press & 
Journal that tips from the public 

Andrus

Man allegedly stole 10 
checks in Lower Swatara, 
forged them for $7,725

Please see CHECKS, page 5

Clarification
The story “Suez waives late fees 
on water, sewer bills; Middletown 
hasn’t taken action on electricity” on 
page 5 of the April 15 edition should 
have said that Middletown’s Suez 
customers can pay by mail, phone or 

at a third-party payment center. Bills 
can’t be paid online, Suez says.

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

There are posters hanging on 
the walls of  Sharon’s School of  
Dance tucked away at the rear 
of  142 Market St. in Middletown.

One of  the posters in purple 
sparkly letters reads: “We are 
kind. We are confident. We are 
loved.”

And love — for the school and 
between dancers and staff — was 
clear during rehearsal for the 
Rising Tides Dance Company on 
March 11.

“I think it’s who we are. We al-
ways believe in lifting each other 
up. There’s just so much negativ-
ity. There’s so much trauma. The 
kids are anxious anyways. So I 
want them when they come here 
to feel like they are safe. They’re 
at home, and they’re loved and 
cared for, and we genuinely care 
for all of  these kids,” said Sharon 
Hicks, who founded the school 37 
years ago.

Last year, Hicks and Michaele 
Replogle, who is the assistant 
artistic director of  the school, 
launched the Betty J. Gantz Foun-
dation for the Performing Arts in 
memory of  Hicks’ grandmother.

Having the foundation — which 
Hicks and Replogle said will in-
clude scholarships and various 
programs — was Hicks’ dream.

“Dance is so important to me. 
Even now, it’s so important to 
me. It saved me. And I know it 
saved [Replogle] as well. Which 
is why we’re so passionate about 
it. It’s not always about being on 

Broadway or being in a music 
video. Sometimes dance is some-
thing you do to soothe your soul,” 
Hicks said.

Rising Tides is the nonprofit’s 
dance ensemble. After the young-
er “mini” ensemble members 
finished rehearsing, the older 
dancers joined them in the studio.

The younger dancers immedi-

ately ran over, enveloping them 
in hugs.

Family is how one of  the en-
semble members, 10-year-old Zoe 
Montgomery, described it.

“Ms. Sharon — she’s very sweet. 
The company is amazing. It’s like 
family,” she said.

As Replogle puts it, the founda-
tion “envisions a world in which 
dance is accessible to anyone who 
finds joy in movement.”

Its mission is to bring dance 
education opportunities and 
performance to the commu-
nity, especially trying to focus on 
people who had barriers to being 
able to dance whether because of  
financial issues or the lack of  a 
studio nearby.

Hicks grew up in the Middle-
town area. When Hicks was 
young, she was very clumsy.

“The doctor said, ‘You need to 
put that child into dance,’” Hicks 
recalled.

While her family members 
were hard workers, there wasn’t 
enough money for dance lessons. 
Her grandmother stepped in. She 
enrolled her in her first class, took 
her, bought her equipment, and 

‘Dance is so important to me ... IT SAVED ME’

Please see DANCE, page 5

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES

Natalie Schreffler and Bella Santana practice at Sharon’s School of Dance 
on March 11. See many more photos at www.pressandjournal.com.

CORONAVIRUS 2020

More on coronavirus
Find more on pages 4, 5 and 
7. What is published in today’s 
edition is only a fraction of our 
coronavirus coverage. Go to 
www.pressandjournal.com for 
multiple daily updates.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Volunteers collected from all 
over Middletown on Saturday 
two pickup truck loads and three 
car loads full of  food to donate to 
the Middletown Area Interfaith 
Council food pantry in Royalton. 

The haul included canned goods, 
pasta and cereal as well as other 
essentials such as toilet paper 
and paper towels, said borough 
council President Angela Lloyd, a 
volunteer and an organizer.

Lloyd said she was “over-
whelmed” by the response.

“During these extraordinary 
times, all of  us are struggling in 
some way. It was truly heartwarm-
ing to see such an outpouring of  
support from the community. The 
residents really are Middletown's 
greatest asset,” Lloyd said.

Some councilors donated eggs to 
the food pantry Friday, after learn-
ing that the pantry was fresh out.

After volunteers delivered dona-
tions to the pantry on Wyoming 
Street, the Rev. Britt Strohecker 
of  the Interfaith council posted a 
video showing full shelves.

“We appreciate everything 
Middletown did for us,” he said. 
“That will do us a whole lot of  good 
if  we get an influx of  people who 
are out of  work. We are ready for 
any contingency right now. We are 
in good shape.”

Strohecker said the pantry 
especially appreciated donations 
of  cereal and canned goods, given 
that the pantry did not get its usual 
resupply of  canned goods such as 
soup from Central Pennsylvania 
Food Bank this past week.

“Now those shelves are full. It 
really hit a need that we have,” 
Strohecker said.

The Interfaith food pantry dis-
tributes food from 10 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. every Tuesday and Friday.

Area food banks are distributing 
food on a drive-up, drive-through 
basis, to reduce spread of  the coro-
navirus. Volunteers will bring the 
food to your vehicle.

New foundation named for Hicks’ grandmother will include scholarships and other programming

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Two food banks serving Middle-
town are starting to see an increase 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
while the other is wondering 
where the people are.

The food bank at Grace and 
Mercy Church on Ann Street saw 
a roughly 20 percent increase dur-
ing its most recent distribution 
on Friday, April 10, said church 
Pastor Florence Abdullah.

The number of  households com-
ing in for food went up from 35 to 56. 
Abdullah attributed the increase 
to people being “afraid” they won't 
have enough food, or that they 
wouldn’t have enough money to 
buy food from the grocery store.

Grace and Mercy distributes 
twice a month, every second and 
fourth Friday from 3 to 5:30 p.m. 
If  people can’t make those hours, 
they can arrange for someone else 
to pick up the food for them by 
having them fill out a form that the 
food bank provides, Abdullah said.

The Grace and Mercy food bank 

Area residents stock 
pantry with donations

Varying 
degrees 
of need at 
food banks

Please see FOOD, page 5

17 cases have been 
reported in 17057 ZIP 
code as of Tuesday
There are 1,564 deaths from coronavirus in Pa. 
and 34,528 cases; Lancaster County hit hard

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Above, Julie Myers stands with her son Joe Myers after loading up the car 
with donated food. Below, Middletown Borough Council President Angela 
Lloyd and fellow volunteer Jessica Martz stand next to the haul they 
collected during the food drive Saturday to benefit the Middletown Area 
Interfaith Council food pantry in Royalton.

Press & Journal Staff

There have been 17 cases of  the 
coronavirus in the 17057 ZIP code, 
which encompasses the Middle-
town area, the state Department 
of  Health said Tuesday.

The department started re-
leasing numbers by ZIP code on 
Monday.

For the 17057 ZIP code, there 
have been 141 negative tests.

P o s i t i v e 
cases includes 
all people who 
have been con-
firmed to have 
a positive nu-
cleic acid test 
for the virus 
that causes CO-
VID-19. This 
number does not include people 
who are considered probable 
cases on the basis of  symptoms, 
exposure or other factors only.

Dauphin County has 400 cases 
overall and 11 deaths reported 
as of  Tuesday. That’s two more 
deaths and 14 more cases than 
reported Monday.

For the 17033 ZIP code, the Her-
shey area, there are 28 positive 
tests and 144 negative. For the 
17036 ZIP code, the Hummelstown 
area, there are 25 positive tests 
and 220 negative. For the 17022 
ZIP code, the Elizabethtown area, 
there are 26 positive tests and 260 
negative.

Statewide on Tuesday, the De-
partment of  Health reported 1,296 
new cases for a total of  34,528.

The number of  deaths Tuesday 
increased by 360 to 1,564. That’s by 
far the largest one-day increase in 
deaths reported, more than the 276 
on Sunday.

The department is continuing 
to work to increase the types of  
cases that are being added to 
death case counts. Electronic and 
probable-cause deaths are now 

being reported, according to the 
department.

The department has been work-
ing to refine how it collects 
information about the deaths, 
reconciling data from several 
sources including county health 
departments, Secretary Rachel 
Levine said Sunday.

On Monday, only 948 new coro-
navirus cases were reported — the 
first time the number of  new cases 
was less than 1,000 since April 1.

Lancaster County continues 
to see a big increase in deaths 
reported — 22 more Tuesday, for 
a total of  88. Of  those 88, 56 have 
been in nursing homes or personal 
care facilities. Its total deaths in-
creased by 36 on Sunday with the 
new reporting methods. 

Lancaster County now has 1,295 
cases, up from 1,236 on Monday.

The number of  deaths in York 
County more than doubled Tues-
day, from 6 to 13. It has 517 cases. 
Cumberland County reported 2 
more deaths, for 6 total, and 194 
cases.

All people who tested positive 
are either in isolation at home 
or being treated at the hospital. 
Most of  the patients hospitalized 
statewide are age 65 or older, and 
most of  the deaths have occurred 
in patients 65 or older. There have 
been no pediatric deaths. 

There are 132,323 patients who 
have tested negative to date. 

In nursing and personal care 
homes, there are 5,026 resident 
cases of  COVID-19, and 572 cases 
among employees, for a total of  
5,598 at 396 facilities in 38 coun-
ties. Out of  the total deaths, 796 
have occurred in residents from 
nursing or personal care facilities. 
(See more on page 7)

All 67 counties in Pennsylvania 
have cases of  the coronavirus, and 
at least 42 have reported deaths.

Philadelphia County has the 
most cases, 9,391, and deaths, 363.

Levine
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NEWS IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD   |   LAVONNE ACKERMAN

Planet gets needed break on Earth Day
Today is Earth Day. In this 

season of  COVID-19, our planet 
appears to be getting a much-
needed break. Think about this 
as a time of  forced rest and 
revitalization for our environ-
ment. Less activity means less 
pollution. Have you noticed? The 
birds have been singing a little 
bit more loudly lately!

Also, maybe this is a time to 
think about others. Maybe we 
should be focused on consider-
ing others before ourselves. 
Who, in your life, needs to hear 
an encouraging word? Reach out 
and give your time, your love. 
This, too, helps to heal the world. 
Pray, meditate, sing, write, 
dance ... do you! And invite 
someone to do those things too, 
over the phone, or 6 feet away. 

Feel free to share your opin-
ions, advice or updates on people 
around you. Be safe! 

Birthdays 
Happy 1st birthday to Cohen 

DiOrazio of  Lower Swatara 
Township. Many smiles with 
love to you, and tons of  fun! He 

celebrates on Wednesday, April 
22. 

Happy cake-and-ice cream 
day to Jackie Leonard of  Lower 
Swatara on Thursday, April 23. 
May your day be full of  beautiful 
blue skies and warm breezes!

Happy Friday fantastic birth-
day weekend to Pat Lippert of  
Lower Swatara! I hope you get 
to do all your favorite things on 
April 24! 

Catherine Cargill of  Lower 
Swatara is six on Friday, April 
24. I hope your day is full of  
sparkles, glitter and cupcakes! 
Happy birthday, sweetie. 

Allison Law-
yer marks her 
big deal golden 
quarter-of- a-cen-
tury birthday on 
Saturday, April 
25. Wow, 25 on the 
25th! Many birth-
day blessings are 
sent your way, 
Allison.

Best wishes for 
a truly terrific 
birthday to Eddie 
Mecca of  Lower 

Swatara on April 25. I hope your 
Saturday is super special! 

Beep-beep-honk to Rachelle 
Miller of  Highspire on Sunday, 
April 26. Happy Sweet 16 cake 
day! Be safe and enjoy! 

Here is a shout-out to Amy 
Rhodes of  Hummelstown. She 
celebrates her razzle-dazzle 
birthday on April 27. I hope 46 
fantastical things happen to you 
on Monday! 

Heather Richards celebrates 
cake day No. 24 on April 28. 
Wishing you a terrific Tuesday 
happy birthday, Heather! 

Happy birthday to Sammie 
Noss of  Lower Swatara on Tues-
day, April 28. May your week be 
filled with fresh air and lots of  
love! 

Anniversaries 
Happy 31st wedding anniver-

sary to Joe and Karen Bendgen 
of  Lower Swatara Township on 
Wednesday, April 22. Wishing 
you both a wonderful happy day, 
together! 

Best wishes and many bless-
ings to CD and Cathy Farr of  
Lower Swatara as they celebrate 
their big deal silver 25th anni-
versary on Thursday, April 23. 
Congrats! 

Mike and Karen McKillip of  
Lower Swatara celebrate their 
38th romantical holiday on Fri-
day, April 24. I hope your day is 
full of  sunshine and smiles! 

Best wishes for a terrific 40th 
anniversary to Al and Janel 
Tomalis of  Lower Swatara on 
Sunday, April 26. Enjoy!

Local students honored
Teaira Chavis of  Middletown, 

Penn State University, recently 
was initiated into The Honor 
Society of  Phi Kappa Phi, the na-
tion’s oldest and most selective 
collegiate honor society for all 
academic disciplines.

Chavis is among about 30,000 
students, faculty, professional 
staff and alumni to be initiated 
into Phi Kappa Phi each year. 
Membership is by invitation 
only and requires nomination 
and approval by a chapter. Only 
the top 10 percent of  seniors and 
7.5 percent of  juniors are eligible 
for membership.

Dutch Meat Loaf
1 1/2 lbs. ground chuck
1 medium onion, chopped 

finely 
1 egg 
1 c bread crumbs
1 can tomato sauce (8 ounces)
salt and pepper 
1 c. water
2 Tbsp. brown sugar 
2 Tbsp. mustard
Mix first five ingredients with 

just half  of  tomato sauce. Form 
a loaf  and put into a loaf  pan. 
Then mix remaining half  can of  
sauce with water, brown sugar, 
and mustard. Pour over loaf.  
Bake at 350 degrees for 1 1/2 
hours.

Quote of the Week 
“There are no guides titled 

‘Seven Suggestions for Surviv-
ing and Thriving in a Worldwide 
Pandemic.’ We’re navigating 
new levels of  mental, physical 
and spiritual fatigue. Every-
one’s stressors and situations 
are different, yet he promises, 
‘Come to me, all of  you who are 
weary and burdened, and I will 
give you rest. Take up my yoke 
and learn from me, because I am 
lowly and humble in heart, and 
you will find rest for your souls’ 
(Matthew 11:28-29). Run your 
burdens to him. He is the only 
true source of  rest and refresh-
ment.” — Jennifer Schmidt, 
author. 

Question of the Week 
What are some good things 

you could be doing?
“Exercise!” — Joe Lawruk, 

Lower Swatara Township.
“Reading uplifting books, 

calling friends I haven’t talked 
to in a long time, organizing my 
food supply and cupboards, and 
watching funny videos.” — Sue 
Lawruk, Lower Swatara.

“Cleaning, drawing, doing art, 
reading, cooking ... and more.” 
— Arianna Laverty, 13, Middle-
town. 

“Practicing gratitude and 
deep breathing for a refreshed 
mind. Gathering extras or no-
longer-needed items for give-
aways. Bake banana bread for 
neighbors. Take a long walk in 
nature.” — Wendy Weiss, Aledo, 
Texas.

“Painting, rooms and fur-
niture! Take an online class.” 
— Marsha Boltz, Susquehanna 
Township. 

Proverb for the Week 
Do they not go astray who de-

vise evil? Those who devise good 
meet steadfast love and faithful-
ness. Proverbs 14:22. 

Reach LaVonne Ackerman at 
717-649-7366 or by email at La-
VonneAck@comcast.net.

Two Lower Dauphin High 
School seniors recently were 
awarded monthly honors for 
February.

Brandelynn Heinbaugh is the 
Hummelstown Women’s Club’s 
Young Woman of  the Month for 
February

The daughter of  Brandon Hein-
baugh and Kelly Pressley, she is 
a four-year member of  the field 
hockey team as a goalie and earned 
Mid-Penn Conference all-star and 
second-team all-state honors. She 
was also named to the National 
Field Hockey Coaches Associa-
tion’s All-Academic Team. She 
also plays lacrosse. 

She is a four-year member of  
the school’s Mini-THON commit-
tee, serving as student executive 
this year and as a captain the year 
before. Brandelynn is a two-year 
member of  the National Honor 
Society, National Science Honor 
Society, National English Honor 
Society and National Art Honor 
Society, where she is president. 
She is also a three-year member 
of  Volunteen.

She will attend James Madison 
University in Harrisonburg, Vir-
ginia, and play field hockey. She 
will major in health sciences on 

a pre-physician 
assistant track.

Tori Schrad-
er is the Hum-
m e l s t o w n 
Rotary Club’s 
Student of  the 
Month for Feb-
ruary.

The daugh-
ter of  Troy and 
Dawn Schrad-
er, she is a four-
year starter on 
the volleyball 
team, serving 
as a captain her 
senior year. In 
addition, she 
holds the dis-
tinction of  being the first girl in 
school history with 1,000 kills.

In the community, she plays 
with the Fusion Volleyball Club 
and was its most valuable player 
the past two years. Tori also vol-
unteers with the TOPS soccer pro-
gram, Ronald McDonald House 
and Wreaths Across America.

She will attend Rider Univer-
sity in Lawrence Township, New 
Jersey, where she will continue 
her volleyball career and major 
in criminal psychology.

Heinbaugh

Schrader

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

LDHS seniors Schrader, 
Heinbaugh win honors

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR. 
Support your local businesses.
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Market swings making 
you uneasy? Let's talk.

Christopher B Dixon, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

29 S Union St Suite 110 
Middletown, PA 17057 
717-944-1206

We are currently open
 and operating our pharmacy for prescriptions 

and over-the-counter medications

(717) 944-1640
436 East Main Street 

www.middletown-pharmacy.com
Mon. - Fri. 9-8; Sat. 9-5; Closed Sun. 

Please follow us on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter for any changes in this policy

Thank you and be safe

FOR FOOD, COFFEE, BEER, SPIRITS, 
AND CANNED COCKTAILS
Check our Facebook page for 
updates on menu and hours

1 S Union St., Middletown  (717) 616-8799
Sun-Thurs 11-7;  Fri-Sat 11-9

zOPEN FOR BUSINESSå

ONE
LOVE

bbq
& catering

G
OOD FOOD FAST!

WE’RE
OPEN
Call ahead 
for curbside 
carry-out
717-366-4184

BEST 
BBQ

 IN CENTRAL PA

Wed-Sun 11-8
346 Hershey Rd.

Elizabethtown
onelovebbq.com

OPEN FOR BUSINESS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 9 AM - 4 PM

We’re here, as always, to take your calls and answer 
questions even though our 20 S. Union St. office is 

temporarily closed to walk-in visitors.

&PRESS   JOURNAL
Call 717-944-4628 or email info@pressandjournal.com

717-533-8999
1190 W. Chocolate Ave.
Hummelstown
Mon-Sat 11am-8pm

FAMILY MEALS TO GO (Serves 4–5) $45 Includes salad and rolls

Call or visit our website: 

dafnos.com
Thank you for your 
continued support!

Regular lunch and dinner menu to go, plus...

450 N. Pine Street, Middletown
 (717) 388-1072

The Warwick Hotel
12 West Main Street, Hummelstown

Order online www.thewarwickhotel.com from 11-5:30 the day 
of order or call 717-566-9124 beginning at 2pm the day of order

WEEKEND 
TAKE OUT

AVAILABLE!

Pickup window:
Friday or Saturday

4:00-6:00 pm

Place your 
order online 
or by phone

10 am to 8 pm
Everyday

Breski Beverage

Breski’s Beverage
1170 Eisenhower Blvd., Harrisburg • 717-939-4831

Take Alfred’s home with you!
TAKE OUT AVAILABLE
Friday & Saturdays 4 - 8 pm

Menu available at
www.alfredsvictorian.com

Call 717-944-5373 to place order-
Pick up at 38 N. Union St., Middletown

CORBY’S
BEVERAGE CENTER

BEER, SODA & MORE
209 E. Main Street

Middletown
717-944-5861

8:30 AM - 8:30 PM
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LIFETIME
WARRANTY

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

3444 Round Top Rd., Elizabethtown

MUSSER’S TREE SERVICE 
FREE ESTIMATES

•Tree & Shrubbery Pruning•Tree & Stump Removal
•Fertilization •Cabling

TREE PRESERVATION SPECIALISTS
Residential • Commercial
State Licensed Applicator

 FULLY INSURED
YEAR ’ROUND

24 Hr. Storm Damage Response

533-4458 • 367-3724 

Daniel L. Musser, 
Certifi ed Arborist

Hershey

MEMBER

NATIONAL ARBORIST 
ASSOCIATION

ELWOOD’S
SERVICE STATION

Over 50 Years Of Valued Service 
Corner of Main & Catherine Sts.

Middletown • 944-9255
Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6 pm; Sat. 8 am-1 pm; Closed Sun.

Brake and 
Exhaust Checkup

at Elwood’s for your next

TO PLACE YOUR BUSINESS 
IN THIS DIRECTORY:

contact the Press And Journal at: 20 S.Union Street, Middletown
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AUTO DEALER
Hondru Auto
2005 South Market Street, 
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Gipe Flooring
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Randy L. Smink 
MIDDLETOWN

Randy L. Smink, 64, of  Middle-
town entered into eternal rest 
on Sunday, April 5, 2020 at home 
surrounded by his loving family. 

He was born on April 11, 1955 
in Middletown and was the loving 
son of  Jean (Martin) Smink and 
the late Lamar Smink. 

Randy enjoyed fishing and 
hunting but his greatest love was 
spending time with his family.  

In addition to his mother, Randy 
is survived by his wife of  43 years, 
Sheila (O'Neill) Smink; son, Jason 
Smink of  Middletown; daughter, 
Ashley Smink-Baker and her wife 
Brandy of  Elizabethtown; sisters, 
Debbie Stehr, Marsha Geib, The-
resa McAlpine; grandchildren, 
Baylee Sharp, Jozelinn Smink. He 
was a loving husband and father 
and will be deeply missed. 

May he rest in peace as he enters 
the kingdom of  heaven.  

Services will be at the conve-
nience of  the family. 

The family has entrusted the 
Matinchek Funeral Home, 260 
E. Main St. Middletown, PA with 
the funeral arrangements. Condo-
lences may be sent online at www.
matinchekfuneralhome.com.

Phillip B. Bennett Jr.
MIDDLETOWN

Phillip B. Bennett, Jr., 68, of  
Middletown entered into eternal 
rest on Wednesday, April 15, 2020 
at UPMC Community General 
Hospital, Harrisburg. 

He was born February 12, 1952 
in Annville, PA and was the loving 
son of  Helen J. Colston and the late 
Phillip B. Bennett, Sr. His religion 
was very important to him and 
he practiced his strong faith by 
praying and praising Yah daily 
and giving all glory to His name. 

By trade he was a skilled car-
penter and bridge worker.  Phillip 
had a great love for music at a 
very early age and had wonderful 
talent as an outstanding vocalist 
and entertainer. He was an accom-
plished performer for many years 
with bands such as Park Bench, 
Humble Gathering, Hurricane Al-
ley, Bush, Afterglow, and with The 
Stevenson Twins.  More recently 
his passion for music, along with 
Yah’s guidance in Phillip’s life 
journey, he was able to achieve 
the dream of  creating his own 
recording studio.  

In addition to his mother, Phil-
lip is survived by his sons, Phillip 
Bennett III, Hezahkiah Intrieri, 
Andonia Bennett, and Jordan Ben-
nett (who resided with his father); 
brothers, Glenn Bennett (Teresa), 
Troy Bennett (Michelle); sister, 
Doreen Sawyers; six grandchil-
dren; four great-grandchildren; 
his special Cindy; a host of  nieces, 
nephews and friends. He will be 
deeply missed by the many who 
knew and loved him. 

There was a private graveside 
service at the convenience of  the 
family. A Celebration of  Life event 
will be announced and held at a 
later date. Please consider a dona-
tion in his memory to the cemetery 
for perpetual care. Please make 
checks out to East Middletown 
Cemetery Association and send 
them In care of, Mrs. Brenda 
Thomas, 170 Market Street, Mid-
dletown, PA 17057. 

The family has entrusted the 
Matinchek Funeral Home, 260 
E. Main St. Middletown, PA with 
the funeral arrangements. Condo-
lences may be sent online at www.
matinchekfuneralhome.com.

Lillie G. Billy
MIDDLETOWN

Lillie G. Billy, 91, of  Middletown, 
entered into eternal rest on Friday, 
April 17, 2020 in the Harrisburg 
Hospital. 

She was born on January 13, 
1929 in Maysville, North Carolina 
and was the daughter of  the late 
Thomas and Alice (Rhue) Collins. 

Lillie was a member of  Seven 
Sorrows BVM Catholic Church, 
Middletown, and was a retired 
school bus driver for 38 years. Lil-
lie loved kids and enjoyed cooking 
and baking. Her greatest joy was 
her grandchildren and spending 
time with them. 

She is survived by her sons, 
Michael A. Billy and wife Amy, 
of  Hershey and Alex Billy and 
wife Dianne, of  Middletown, her 
daughter, Mary A. Wesley and 
husband, Christopher, of  Free-
hold, NJ, her 10 grandchildren 
and 6 great grandchildren. Lillie 
was preceded in death by her hus-
band, Andrew Billy, and daughter, 
Teresa A. Wieber. 

Graveside services were held at 
the Resurrection Cemetery, Har-
risburg.  The family has entrusted 
the care of  the Matinchek Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services Inc. 
Middletown to handle the funeral 
arrangements. Condolences may 
be sent online at www.matinchek-
funeralhome.com.

GUIDELINES 
& FEES

CARD OF THANKS, 
IN MEMORIAM 

AND OBITUARIES

Obituaries:  Notify your 
funeral director that you would 
like your love one’s obituary to 
appear in the Press & Journal. 
31¢ per word. $5 for photo 
billed through funeral home. 

Card of Thanks & In 
Memoriam:  Contact the 
Press & Journal at 717-944-
4628 or email pamsmith@
pressandjournal.com. $10 
for 45 words or less, paid in 
advance, cash, check, charge.

DEADLINE: NOON MONDAY

Gas prices in area continue to fall
Harrisburg gas prices fell 3.7 

cents per gallon last week, aver-
aging $1.97 Monday, GasBuddy’s 
survey of  241 stations found. 

Gas prices in Harrisburg are 
31 cents per gallon lower than a 

month ago and stand 96.3 cents 
per gallon lower than a year ago.

According to GasBuddy price 
reports, the cheapest station in 
Harrisburg is priced at $1.59 a 
gallon Monday.

Gladys Brown
FORMERLY OF MIDDLETOWN

Gladys H. Brown, 95, formerly of  
Wood Street, Middletown, entered 
into eternal rest on Saturday, 
April 18, 2020 in the Middletown 
Home. She was the widow of  Oris 
H. Brown. 

Gladys was born on August 7, 
1924 in Cornwall, Pa. and was the 
daughter of  the late Baker and 
Emma (Williams) Martin. The 
family moved to Middletown, 
Pa. when she was young, where 
she attended Middletown Public 
Schools. 

Gladys was a member of  First 
Zion Baptist Church, Middletown. 

She is survived by her sons, 
James R. Martin Sr. and wife 
Bonnetta, and Charles H. Brown; 
her daughters, Emma A. Pettis 
and husband Ronald, Pastor Flor-

ence O. Abdullah and husband 
Al Kareem and Gladys Brown 
Dutrieuille and husband Steven; 
her stepdaughter, Donna Wheat 
and husband Collins; 18 grand-
children; 28 great-grandchildren; 
12 great-great-grandchildren; and 
a host of  nieces, nephews, relatives 
and friends. 

Her husband, her son, Robert J. 
Martin, her grandson, James R. 
Martin Jr., her sisters, Genievive 
Kelly, Mariam Parham Davis, 
Geraldine Reed and Betty Jane 
Johnson, stepbrothers, Sidney 
and Edward Chambers, all pre-
ceded Gladys in death. 

Private graveside services in 
East Middletown Cemetery will 
be held at the convenience of  the 
family. A celebration of  Gladys’ 
Life will be held at a later date once 
COVID-19 restrictions are lifted. 

In lieu of  flowers, contributions 
may be made to her church. 

The family has entrusted the 
care of  the Matinchek Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services, 
Inc., Middletown to handle the 
funeral arrangements.

Condolences may be sent online 
at www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com.

MISS A WEEK.

MISS A LOT.

&PRESS
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By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

A good impression is im-
portant for any business. At 
Faulkner Honda on Paxton 
Street in Harrisburg, that first 
impression was often Allen J. 
Halbleib.

Halbleib, 22, of  Hummel-
stown, was a service porter, 
one of  those 
people cus-
tomers first 
meet when 
they drive up 
the express 
lane for an 
oil change or 
other main-
tenance. 

Clipboard in hand, Halbleib 
would ask the customer what 
they wanted done and would 
check them in, so they could 
be handed off to one of  the auto 
technicians assigned to do the 
work.

He’d also often be the last 
person the customer would 
see, as after the work was done 
Halbleib would take care of  
them paying the bill.

Faulkner Honda and the 
Hummelstown area in gen-
eral are mourning the loss of  
Halbleib, who was killed when 
he was hit by a New Jersey-
bound Norfolk Southern freight 
train near where he lived on 
North Duke Street on Tuesday, 
March 31.

A 2016 graduate of  Lower 
Dauphin High School, Halbleib 
was the son of  James and Susan 
Blessing Halbleib. 

He had two sisters, Brittany, 
a student at Lycoming College; 
and Julie, who lives at home and 
is a junior at Lower Dauphin.

Halbleib didn’t like sports but 
he loved art, said Mary Blessing 
of  Elizabethtown, Halbleib’s 
maternal grandmother.

He liked to make necklaces 
out of  precious stones. He 
taught himself  how to play 
guitar, something he loved to do.

“He would sing karaoke with 
his family whenever he could,” 
Blessing said of  her grandson. 

He didn’t write his own songs, 
but taught himself  to play a lot 
of  songs, including what was 
popular and also some country.

Halbleib had grown a beard, 
sometime around Christmas.

“It was his pride and joy,” 
Blessing said. He had “special 
stuff” to put on his beard “to 
make it shine.”

His obituary on the Mat-
inchek Funeral Home website 
said: “He always had a good joke 
and he loved showing funny 
videos. He was kindhearted, 
always willing to lend a helping 
hand to anyone who needed it. 
His smile was infectious, his 
laugh contagious, and he gave 
the best hugs to those who were 
blessed to receive them.”

Halbleib had worked at 
Faulkner since 2015. Blessing 
said he met his longtime girl-
friend, Amanda Perry, there. 
She is the daughter of  the 
president of  Faulkner.

“We used to kid him and call 
him ‘the Prince of  Faulkner,’” 
Blessing said.

Halbleib and his girlfriend 
had moved in together.

“He was a very good boy. He 
never paid anybody any trouble. 
He loved everybody and was 
very helpful to everybody,” 
Blessing said.

“Allen's smile and laughter 
always made my day brighter. 
He was constantly willing to 
share a warm welcome even at 
hours of  the morning that most 
others wouldn't want to be both-
ered. … It always brought me 
strength to see how passionate 
he was when it came to arts and 
expression. He was a fascinat-
ing person and now a beautiful 
soul to be remembered,” said 
a post on his obituary at www.
matinchekfuneralhome.com.

Halbleib

LDHS 
grad 
killed 
by train 
Halbleib recalled 
as ‘beautiful soul  
to be remembered’
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DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.

EASY TO PLACE YOUR AD: online: pressandjournal.com/classifieds    
call: 717-944-4628   visit: 20 S. Union St., Middletown

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

 EMPLOYMENT

EZ TO PLACE.
EZ TO PAY.
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YARD SALES & CLASSIFIEDS:

 MISCELLANEOUS

The Central Voice Account Executive is a key 
player for our expanding LGBTQ+ website and 
print publications. Ideal candidates for this role 
are confident, ambitious, self-starters seeking to 
showcase their potential and who want to add value 
to the company. We are currently looking for an 
organized, self-motivated, competitive individual, 
with a passion for pursuing a career in sales. If you 
pride yourself on your customer service skills and 
have the ability to work independently, and as part 
of a team, The Central Voice Account Executive may 
be the right position for you. 

Responsibilities:
 •  Primary responsibility is building and fostering 

new and existing accounts through cold calling, 
phoning, emailing

 •  Managing day-to-day client communications 
and relationships

 •  Upselling and cross-selling existing customers 
on new publications and services

 •  Managing, tracking, and reporting all data/
activities in ACT

 •  Participating in events that provide lead 
generation

Qualifications :
 •  1-3 years of previous experience in sales, 

customer service, or other related fields
 •  Ability to build rapport with clients
 • Strong negotiation and conversation skills

Benefits include:
 • Flexible work hours
 •  Salary plus commission based on education, 

experience and total sales
 • Partial employer paid medical
 •  Monthly expense stipend, paid vacation, major 

holidays paid, short term disability insurance, 
401K with match

 • Use of company laptop and smart phone

EXCITING
CAREER

OPPORTUNITY

Email cover letter and resume to: 
joesukle@pressandjournal.com

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Licensed Electricians  •  Fully Insured

40 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Free Estimates • 944-3419 or 944-6766

DALE A. SINNIGER & SON

•New & Old Wiring
•Code Updates
•Phone & TV  
  Cable Wiring
•Electric Heat
•Electric Smoke 
  Detectors

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured
for Your

Protection 
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating

Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

 AUTOMOTIVE
For sale: Four new 14x6 

aluminum wheels. Ford 5-bolt, 
4-1/2” pattern, $75 each, OBO. 
Call 717-944-4628, Monday-
Friday 9 a.m.-4 p.m., ask for 
Joe. (1/22TF)

 MEDICAL
P o r t a b l e  O x y g e n 

C o n c e n t r a t o r  M a y  B e 
Covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility 
with the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 
855-935-0883

 MISCELLANEOUS
DISH Network. $59.99 for 

190 Channels! Blazing Fast 
Internet, $19.99/mo. (where 
available.) Switch & Get a FREE 
$100 Visa Gift Card. FREE Voice 
Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. Call 
today! 1-855-335-6094

Stay in your home longer 
with an American Standard 
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive up 
to $1,500 off, including a free 
toilet, and a lifetime warranty on 
the tub and installation! Call us 
at 1-877-319-0833 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/Penn

Arthritis, COPD, Joint Pain or 
Mobility Issues on the Stairs? 
**STOP STRUGGLING** Give 
Your Life A Lift! An Acorn 
Stairlift is a perfect solution! A 
BBB Rating. Call now for $250 
OFF your purchase. FREE DVD 
& brochure. 1-844-319-7620.

MRCOOL DIY Ductless Heat 
Pump. Energy efficient heating 
& cooling! The only ductless 
system designed for amateur 
installation. Simple setup. 
Install anywhere. 

100% sealed system. No 
special tools or training needed. 
WiFi controls. Call for more info! 
1-833-830-9261

F R EO N  WA N T E D :  We 
pay CA$H for cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 
R114.  Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 312-815-
1973 or visit RefrigerantFinders.
com
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Boy, have things changed since my last 
column in mid-March! 

All teaching at Penn State Harrisburg 
went online right after break (March 
16). We’re using Zoom, an online video 
conferencing program that is actually 
pretty easy to use. Lots of  other uni-
versities and businesses started using 
Zoom nearly 24/7 around the same time. 
I was a bit concerned that their system 
wouldn’t be able to handle the demand. 
Luckily, Zoom has been working pretty 
well. 

When doing my lecture, I start up 
Zoom and initiate a recording of  the 
class for the students to view later 
(something the university requires now 
to support the students). The students 
are sent a link to the Zoom class and 
come up as little black boxes with their 
names so I can tell they’ve “come to 
class,” so to speak.

I often use PowerPoint during lectures, 
so I share those slides with the students 
and talk through the material in Zoom. I 
ask questions of  the students and some-
times they respond; mostly they are 
silent. They have the option of  sending 
me a short text via the “Chat” function, 
which is OK. It’s just not quite as engag-
ing as a verbal question. 

In the classroom, I would normally 
use their nonverbal cues to gauge the 
pace of  the lecture. If  I sensed that they 
weren’t following what I’m saying, then 
I’d stop and go back or ask them ques-
tions. Very little of  that is possible now 
so, I can’t tell whether I’m going through 
the material too fast or too slowly.

Teaching online has certain advan-
tages and lots of  other challenges, of  
course. Some of  my students really like 
being online as it reduces the time they 
need to spend commuting to class. They 
can “go to class” while in bed, maybe 
still in their pajamas (even though my 
classes are from 3 to 9 p.m.). Those who 
are shy or don’t often speak up in class 
might feel better about asking questions 
online, either verbally or in a chat. The 
fact that the lectures are recorded allows 

them to review the class before an exam 
or if  they need to miss a session.

There are also many challenges for 
the students. Most left the area and 
went home, so they may have lots of  
additional distractions and expectations 
there. They may have difficulty carv-
ing out time to study or having a quiet 
place to participate in classes. One of  my 
students went back to her family’s home 
in California. Her challenge is with the 
time zone. A 9 o’clock class here means 
she needs to be up at 5 a.m. California 
time to be on the computer by 6 a.m. 
The students also miss their friends 
and study partners, plus all the campus 
clubs and activities.

For me, this type of  teaching is quite 
a lonely experience. Most of  the stu-
dents don’t activate their cameras. Some 
because they don’t want to share where 
they are or what they are (or are not) 
wearing. They may be in a place that 
is too chaotic to show. They also might 
not have a video camera for their com-
puter. Talking to a computer with little 
black boxes on the screen is hardly the 
engagement that I enjoyed with a class 
that is face to face (sometimes called 
F2F). I don’t actually know whether any 
of  them are even paying attention to 
what I’m saying.

I gave an exam a couple of  weeks ago 
and required the students to show them-
selves while they were doing that so I 
could proctor them. The exam was open 
book/open notes, yet I just wanted to 
make sure they were actually there. I felt 
so much more connected to them during 
that session. I hope they will show their 
faces more in the future.

I, for one, really miss the direct contact 
with the students. I think they also miss 

the direct interaction with the faculty 
and miss seeing their friends in person. 
One of  my colleagues works as a tutor at 
the learning center, and he’s found that 
not many students are using their re-
sources to get support. Helping students 
with writing is much harder on a Zoom 
call. He told me making specific correc-
tions by circling on the physical paper is 
much easier than trying to help online. I 
know my colleagues agree with me that 
so far things are not going quite as well 
as we’d like.  

I’ve had some additional challenges 
with a couple of  my classes. I teach a 
course where the students interviewed a 
faculty member about what’s important 
for their teaching. They did this before 
spring break. The students were sup-
posed to re-interview the faculty after 
break and get their feedback on new 
things that the students developed to 
add value to the class. It has been much 
harder for the students to talk with their 
faculty recently. That’s very unfortu-
nate as it has reduced the learning the 
students could do on this topic. 

Another class I teach is on cancer biol-
ogy, and I wanted the students to inter-
view a clinician working on cancer or a 
patient with cancer. The point was for 
them to get a first-hand understanding 
of  what people dealing with the disease 
have to face every day. The students 
contacted people to interview before 
break, though many had significant dif-
ficulties connecting with clinicians later 
because of  the current limitations. Some 
students instead found patient blogs, 
chat sites or videos where patients or 
clinicians talk about their experiences. 
This has allowed them to complete the 
assignment though it was less ideal.

We have just about two weeks more 
to the semester. There won’t be an in-
person graduation ceremony this year, 
another loss for the students. I know we 
are doing the best we can given the situ-
ation. I certainly look forward to when 
this forced isolation is over. Stay safe!

Susannah Gal is a professor of  biol-
ogy at Penn State Harrisburg, and is a 
member of  the Press & Journal Editorial 
Board. She has lived around the world 
and made Middletown her home in 2015. 
She can be reached at susannahgal1000@
gmail.com.

SUSANNAH 
GAL

Teaching college remotely 
can be a lonely experience

History and science have long noted 
that those who learned to collaborate 
and improvise have most effectively 
prevailed. To defeat the scourge and cru-
elty of  COVID-19, we must now — more 
than ever — come together to reject 
the temptations of  frustration, fear and 
partisanship, and embrace the spirit of  
this truth.

In our own corner of  the common-
wealth, the outbreak has changed nearly 
every aspect of  our lives — drastically 
impacting the way (and if) we work, so-
cialize and care for ourselves and loved 
ones. 

That’s why, I’ve been leading weekly 
COVID-19 Tele-Town Halls to keep our 
friends and neighbors informed on the 
latest information and guidance to keep 
them safe and healthy. In less than a 
month, more than 28,000 of  you have 
joined me to hear from a wide spectrum 
of  our region’s and nation’s leading 
subject matter experts, who helped with 
topics like keeping our seniors and food 
safe, to proactively addressing mental 
health, to receiving federal and state 
economic relief.

I’ve been tremendously grateful to 
receive open hearts and helping hands 
from all across the political spectrum 
— to include Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of  Labor & Industry Secretary 
Jerry Oleksiak, and Director of  Unem-
ployment Compensation Benefits Su-
san Dickinson, who joined us recently to 
help us learn how to overcome obstacles 
in the ever-changing world of  economic 
assistance.

We’ve been working literally around 
the clock to help job creators negotiate 

the obstacles of  the new Small Business 
Association Paycheck Protection Pro-
gram (PPP). Passed in the CARES Act, 
the PPP is saving jobs and livelihoods by 
supporting American small businesses 
during the economic crisis created by 
the spread of  the coronavirus. Accord-
ing to the SBA, more than 1,650,000 loans 
were approved for small businesses, and 
more than $339 billion in loans were pro-
cessed by 5,000 lenders, many of  them 
local. 

Most remarkably, the SBA processed 
more than 14 years’ worth of  loans in 
less than 14 days. Unfortunately, as of  
this writing, the Paycheck Protection 
Program has run out of  money. Job 
creators who need relief  are now unable 
to apply for these loans, nor can new 
lenders sign up to distribute loans. 

This is where the cooperation part of  
“prevailing” has come to a standstill. 
Regrettably, as many of  you have come 
to understand all too painfully, many 
of  my colleagues in Washington don’t 
look upon this crushing crisis as an op-
portunity to collaborate, but rather as a 
vibrant and welcoming playground for 
partisanship and pet projects.

To be sure, Phase III of  the economic 
relief  packages, while bipartisan in 
passage, was riddled with heavy-handed 
hijinks; to include billions in funding 
for projects far removed from COVID-19. 
Many members of  Congress — to in-
clude me — quite literally were forced 
to accept the economic hostage situa-
tion that was the CARES Act, so our 
constituents weren’t left to suffer. When 
I’d called individuals and business own-
ers to talk about this bill — and almost 
every one of  them agreed how bad it 
was — they all had the same response: 
“You can’t vote FOR it. You can’t vote 
AGAINST it.”

We’ve seen the need coming for some 
time now to give our job creators more 
help, and tried desperately for the last 

week to authorize more funding for the 
PPP. We’ve been blocked in every way by 
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate 
Minority Leader Charles Schumer.  

Despite the overwhelming demand, 
Pelosi said that she hadn't seen data ex-
plaining why the PPP needed more 
money. Really? The funding is exhaust-
ed, Madame Speaker — along with the 
patience of  many small business owners.

Exhausted, indeed.
The fact remains that the demand for 

more PPP money is being held at bay 
by those who can’t otherwise win sup-
port for their legislative agenda by any 
legitimate means. Simply put, their wish 
to worsen the “Blue vs. Red” political 
divide just means more pink slips and 
white flags for our already beleaguered 
workforce. I genuinely hope that Con-
gress can pass a clean bill and just get 
this done — without the nonsense and 
roughshod revenue spending. I’m doing 
everything I can to help this come to 
fruition.

In the meantime, I and my congressio-
nal staff continue to serve as a resource 
for you, your families and our communi-
ties. Our website (www.perry.house.gov) 
lists trusted resources and the most up-
to-date information, and we’re here to 
help — day and night. To reach a mem-
ber of  my team, please call 202-225-5836 
or 717-603-4980; we’re tirelessly doing 
everything we can to help you. 

In the spirit of  cooperation, our com-
munity has shown great fortitude and 
courage in fighting together against this 
invisible and formidable enemy. Let’s 
continue to cooperate and overcome 
until we triumph. Until then, please stay 
informed and stay safe.

U.S. Rep. Scott Perry is a Republican 
from Carroll Township, York County. His 
10th Congressional District includes all 
of  Dauphin County and parts of  Cum-
berland and York counties.

Cooperation will help us defeat COVID-19
SCOTT 
PERRY

There are also many challenges 
for the students. Most left the 
area and went home, so they 
may have lots of additional 
distractions and expectations 
there. They may have difficulty 
carving out time to study 
or having a quiet place to 
participate in classes. 

If you worked at  
THREE MILE ISLAND,  

Harrisburg PA, 
in the early 1970s,

please contact
Asbestos Investigator 

Sherry Day 
at (734) 878-5236 or email 

sherry@SLDinvestigations.com

ATTENTION:

ASBESTOS

www.FettervilleSales.com(800) 275-8245

40x80x12

$30K

Agricultural • Commercial • Residential

PA Lisc. #129608

Serving our 
Customers for 

  35 Years

 
Pole Building specialists

The

All buildings include 
overhang 2 sides, 
2 slider doors & 

1 entry door
Erected on your level lot

60x120x16$60K
50x96x14

$40K



www.pressandjournal.com    |    info@pressandjournal.com Wednesday, April 22, 2020  THE PRESS & JOURNAL   5

Corner Main & 
Spruce Streets • Middletown

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 
7 AM-6 PM

 SERVICE STATION       
944-4407

A Little Under The Weather?
Call to make your 

appointment now...

*Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. Free burgers 
will be sent to each shipping address that includes (61086). Standard S&H 
added per address.  Not valid with other o� ers. Expires 5/31/20. All purchases 
subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use & Privacy Policy: omahasteaks
.com/terms-of-useOSI and omahasteaks.com/info/privacy-policy or call 
1-800-228-9872.  Photos exemplary of product advertised. 

THE BUTCHER’S BUNDLE
4 (5 oz.) Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons
4 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
4 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks
4 (2.8 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet

Order Now 1.717.388.2973  |  OmahaSteaks.com/dinner455

Ask for The Butcher’s Bundle  61086SRR

$238.91* separately   

COMBO PRICE  
$6999

+ 4 MORE
BURGERS FREE!

GET IT ALL
20 MAIN COURSES + SIDES & DESSERT

YOU CAN
TRUST

QUALITY & VALUE

GUARANTEED!

DIRECTORY OF CHURCH SERVICES

Please call 717-944-4628 or email info@pressandjournal.com with your church’s updated information.

New Beginnings Church 
at the Riverside Chapel
630 S. Union St., Middletown, 717-388-1641
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown, 717-944-4322
Audio Worship Service: pcmdt.org/worship.mp3

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown
Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Live broadcast on WMSS Sunday 11 am

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   
Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown
PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Phone 717-944-6242

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street, Middletown • 717-944-5835
www.calvaryopc.com

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of  441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766 
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown
717-944-6181 
Church office open Mon-Fri 9 to noon

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 S. Geyers Church Road, Middletown
717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF

NOTE: THIS IS THE LATEST INFORMATION 
AVAILABLE AT TIME OF PUBLICATION

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Evangelical United Methodist Church is located 
on the corner of  Spruce and Water Streets at 157 
East Water Street, south of  Main Street behind 
the Turkey Hill convenience store. The COVID-19 
pandemic will affect everyone for some time to 
come. It has forced the decision to cancel our 
church activities for the foreseeable future and to 
place as many functions as possible online. We 
invite you to join us for Sunday school at 9 a.m. 
via Zoom. Check our Facebook page for the link. 

You can hear Pastor Lee’s weekly sermon on Facebook as well or at 
our website www.eumch.org.

Church Office hours remain 
the same: Monday-Friday, 9 
a.m.-12 noon. But, for the well 
being of  everyone, there will be 
no in-person meetings during 
office hours. Staff will be work-
ing in the office and/or remotely. 
They will do their best to reply 
to emails (eumch@comcast.net) 
and phone calls 717-944-6181 as 
soon as possible.

Join us in praying for each 
other in these challenging times: 
for healthcare workers and 
public servants; for schoolteach-
ers and families; for those whose 
paychecks fall short of  expenses; 
and for so many, many others 
who are struggling with changes 
to their daily routines.

God Bless you with grace and 
peace.

New Beginnings Church
We, at New Beginnings Church of  Middletown, 
are following the CDC guidelines and have 
canceled all services and activities until all 
restrictions are lifted and we can meet safely. We 
pray all our members and friends are safe and 
come out of  this pandemic on the healthiest side 
possible. We place our trust in God for the 
healing of  our nation, safety in our midst and 
guiding everyone through these trying times 
we’ve never experienced before. When it is safe 

we will continue our usual ministries. Prayers for our members, 
friends, community, country and world. 

helped her with auditions.
From her very first dance class, 

Hicks knew that this was what she 
wanted to do with her life. If  she 
wasn’t dancing in class, she was 
dancing in her home, in her yard 
and for neighbors.

“She has just supported my 
dream since I was a child and 
never made me feel any less than 
or whatever I wanted to do. She 
was right there for me. That’s how 
it started. Her support and her 
love just helped me feel confident 
enough to do what I do,” Hicks said.

Hicks had been teaching at 
another school and decided it 
was time to move on. Some of  the 
dancers she was teaching at the 
time wanted to follow — even if  it 
was in Hicks’ living room.

Her grandmother helped her 
open the studio, Hicks said.

The school offers ballet, tap, jazz, 
hip hop, lyrical, acrobatics, baton 
and contemporary classes for kids 
through adults.

“There’s no age limit on the end. 
As long as they can move or enjoy 
movement, they’re welcome to 
try,” Hicks said.

Replogle started out as Hicks’ 
student. She grew up in Camp Hill, 
and beginners’ dance lessons were 
a Christmas gift. Her mom gave 
her a list of  dance studios in the 
area, and when Replogle visited 
Sharon’s School of  Dance, she 
immediately decided that this is 
where she wanted to be.

Shy and anxious as a child, the 
other dance schools that Replogle 
visited were intimidating. But at 
Sharon’s school, Replogle said 
dancers feel comfortable, regard-
less of  whether you struggle.

Sharon was encouraging. She 
never yelled.

“ T h e  s e c o n d 
I walked in here, 
they just made me 
feel at home,” Re-
plogle said.

As teachers, Re-
plogle said she and 
Hicks believe they 
shouldn’t yell at the 
students if  dance is 
what they want to 
do — compared to 
what people may 
see in television 
shows like “Dance 
Moms.”

The kids remain 
friends. Former 
students will come 
back and visit. 
Some of  the danc-
ers even bring their 
own kids to learn at 
the school.

“The dance world 
can be very exclud-
ing if  you don’t 
have whatever they 
deem to be the right 
thing — too big, too 
small, too tall, too 
short, the wrong color, any num-
ber of  things. Dance is more than 
that. It can bring joy and so much 
more to your life even if  you are 
only pursuing it in a recreational 
fashion,” Replogle said.

While the foundation was only 
recently incorporated, it’s been 
Hicks and Replogle’s dream for 
years.

The foundation is working on 
getting Rising Tides into the com-
munity to raise awareness. But 
they’re also working on a number 
of  programs — such as free sum-
mer dance classes, after school 
programs and working with the 
Middletown Area Recreation Al-
liance.

The foundation also wants to 
offer scholarships to area dancers, 
regardless of  what school they at-
tend or dance they study.

“Eventually, we’d like that to be 
a major part of  the foundation,” 
Hicks said.

Transportation also can be an 
issue for dancers, and Hicks and 
Replogle are undertaking a fea-
sibility study on how they could 
provide transportation assistance.

The dancers at Sharon’s School 
of  Dance do not all live in the area, 
though they do have tons of  local 
students from Middletown, Steel-
ton, Highspire and Harrisburg. 
Dancers have come from as far 
away as York and Perry counties.

The foundation had been plan-
ning a gala for March to raise 
money for its programs and 
introduce the community to the 
foundation and Rising Tides, but 
it has since been postponed due 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

Keep an eye on the foundation’s 
website www.gantzfoundation.
org for more information about 
the gala. 

Sharon’s School of  Dance is 
online at www.sharonsschoolof-
dance.net.

and coordination with the U.S. 
Marshals Service Fugitive Task 
Force led to Andrus being taken 
into custody. He will be extradited 
back to Pennsylvania.

“A lot of  inter-agency coopera-
tion and assistance from the public 
is what makes it possible to ap-
prehend wanted people regardless 
of  what state they are in,” he said. 
“The U.S. Marshals Service is very 
good at what they do. They are a 
great asset to all law enforcement 
agencies nationwide.”

Appleby said police received 
at least three tips from residents 
through Crimewatch.

Police responded to a report of  

a burglary at a residence in the 
first block of  Nelson Manor Lane 
at 11:56 a.m. Feb. 11. Police believe 
the burglary took place between 
Feb. 7 and 11.

The victim told police he did not 
know Andrus or authorized him 
to use his checks.

A checkbook was stolen during 
the burglary. Police previously 
told the Press & Journal that a 
.32 caliber pistol, television and 
remote, vacuum and loose change 
also were stolen. Those items had 
a value of  about $1,000.

According to the affidavit, some-
one began cashing the checks at 
Citizens Banks on Feb. 12. Ten total 
checks were cashed — totaling 
$7,725 — from the victim’s account.

According to the affidavit, detec-
tives went to the Citizens Bank in 
Middletown where three of  the 
forged checks were cashed. Police 
wrote that the bank’s policy, all of  
the checks had a fingerprint on 
them from a man who identified 
himself  as Andrus.

Surveillance from the banks 
shows Andrus cashing all of  the 
checks. The other checks were 
cashed at banks in Lower Pax-
ton Township, Harrisburg and 
Paxtonia.

Police wrote that some of the sto-
len checks had “kitchen remodel” 
and “tree service” written in the 
memo on the check, but the victim 
told police he never hired Andrus 
to do any work for him. 

CHECKS: Andrus under arrest, tracked to Ohio
From page 1

DANCE: Company ‘like family’; foundation wants to offer scholarships 
From page 1

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES

Sharon Hicks and Michaele Replogle started the Betty J. Gantz Foundation for the 
Performing Arts in December. 

is well stocked for now. The bank 
gets a regular distribution from 
Central Pennsylvania Food Bank.

In addition, church members 
supplement that with their own 
donations of  meat and other food 
items to the church’s own food 
pantry, Abdullah said.

Meanwhile, at the Middletown 
Area Interfaith Council food pan-
try on Wyoming Street in Royalton, 
the food pantry has not yet seen 
an expected surge, and that has 
the Rev. Britt Strohecker a bit 
concerned.

“We’re worried because we are 
not getting the business we should 
be getting,” he told the Press & 
Journal earlier this week. “I’m not 
sure if  people are afraid to come 
out or think we are not open. We 
are definitely not getting the busi-
ness we an anticipated. We have 
plenty of  food.”

The food bank has been serving 
roughly 30 households a week 
combined during its two weekly 
distributions from 10 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. every Tuesday and Friday.

Strohecker said he’s thinking of  
putting out a “sandwich board” at 
3rd and Wyoming on Tuesdays and 
Fridays to remind folks the food 
bank is open, and posting a few 
other signs at strategic locations.

It’s possible the stimulus checks 

people starting getting this week 
may have helped keep the num-
bers down.

But Strohecker said there’s no 
denying the pandemic is having 
an economic impact on people in 
the area served by the food bank.

“There are people who have 
been in the work force for 30 some 
years getting laid off for the first 
time in their life. That happened to 
a buddy of  mine,” Strohecker said.

In some cases there could be 
folks out there in need who are not 
able to get to the food bank during 
its scheduled distributions.

Strohecker heard from one such 
person this week, a woman who 
had been laid off from two jobs due 
to the coronavirus. She was able 
to get a part-time job that has her 
working until 1 p.m. each weekday.

People having that kind of  is-
sue should call the food bank at 
717-944-5668, and something can 
be worked out, Strohecker said.

The Interfaith Council works 
closely with the Middletown Care-
A-Van service, which also comes 
under the council and provides 
transportation for senior citizens 
and others in need.

If  you can’t get to the Interfaith 
food bank or you can’t get there 
during the distribution, the food 
bank may be able to arrange for 
the Care-A-Van to pick up your 
food at the food bank, and deliver 

it to you, Strohecker said. Again, 
call the food bank at 717944-5668 to 
make those arrangements.

If  this is the calm before the 
storm, the food pantry wants to 
be ready when the storm comes.

Toward that end, the food pantry 
received some help from Middle-
town last Saturday, as volunteers 
collected food donations from all 
over the borough to donate to the 
Interfaith food pantry.

The Interfaith food pantry had 
been out of  eggs, but Strohecker 
said that problem was solved by 
a couple of  Middletown borough 
councilors who purchased eggs 
from Giant and donated them to 
the food pantry.

The greater Middletown area 
is also served by a food bank at 
the Glad Tidings Assembly of  
God Church on Fulling Mill Road 
just east of  North Union Street in 
Lower Swatara Township.

Distribution is every third 
Wednesday of  the month from 6 
to 8 p.m. at the church. 

The number of  households 
needing food from the church’s 
Food Blessing food pantry has 
increased from about 50 to more 
than 80, said lead pastor the Rev. 
John Lanza.

Glad Tidings has also added a 
second distribution each month 
to meet the increased need, he 
said. Glad Tidings added the last 

Wednesday of  the month, and that 
will continue “until we have a 
handle on this virus,” Lanza said.

People are calling the church 
daily to ask about the food bank, 
Lanza said, with most of  these 
calls related to job loss or some 
kind of  setback directly related 
to the virus.

The food bank mostly serves the 
Middletown and Lower Swatara 
areas, but also sees folks from 
Harrisburg and Elizabethtown. 
On Monday, Lanza was about to 
meet with someone living in Gap, 
Lancaster County, asking for help.

Food Blessing does not restrict 
who it serves by income or region, 
Lanza said. “We just serve any-
body that basically comes.”

The church will receive a distri-
bution from Central Pennsylvania 
Food Bank on Friday, in prepara-
tion for the distribution April 29.

“We are doing OK” food-supply 
wise although not as well-stocked 
as normal because of the increased 
demand. The church bought more 
food so it has some reserves.

Lanza said you can best help the 
Food Blessing food bank by mak-
ing a monetary donation. You can 
drop off a donation at the church, 
mail it to Glad Tidings Assembly 
of  God at 190 Fulling Mill Road, 
Middletown, Pa. 17057, or make 
a donation through the church 
website, www.gtagpa.org.

FOOD: Glad Tidings sees increase, but Interfaith hasn’t had surge
From page 1

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Lower Swatara Township will 
waive penalties for real estate 
taxes because of  the ongoing CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

Typically, real estate taxes col-
lected in June through the end of  
the year have an additional 5 or 10 
percent penalty. However, at the 
April 15 board of  commissioners 

meeting, the board voted to waive 
the penalty. All payments through 
the end of  the year will be collected 
at the flat rate. 

“Dauphin County has done 
this for the county taxes, and 
they’re asking the townships and 
boroughs within the county to go 
along with them,” Township Man-
ager Betsy McBride said during 
the meeting.

Will waiving the penalty phase 

have an effect on revenue the 
township is estimating to receive?

“It will be minimal,” McBride 
said in an interview. “There will 
be less money, but it won’t be that 
great.”

McBride estimates the township 
may lose about $35,000, based on 
the amount of real estate taxes that 
the township hasn’t yet collected. 

In the proposed 2020 budget, 
Lower Swatara staff estimated 

that real estate taxes would gener-
ate $2,186,379 in revenue.

In an interview, Lower Swatara 
accountant Rebecca McClain said 
the budget is based on the flat tax 
rate. People who pay their real es-
tate taxes early receive a 2 percent 
discount. In April and May, people 
pay a flat period. Starting June 1 
and running through July 31, a 
5 percent penalty is levied, and 
from August through December, 

it increases to 10 percent.
McClain said that by the end of  

March, about 70 percent of  the real 
estate taxes had been collected.

McBride forwarded a letter 
from Dauphin County to the 
Press & Journal, which said that 
the county adopted a resolution 
April 1 waiving penalties for real 
property taxes for 2020.

Similar to what Lower Swatara 

adopted, all of  the county taxes 
collected on or after June 1 will be 
collected at the flat tax rate.

As part of  legislation signed 
Monday by Gov. Tom Wolf, local 
governments are authorized to 
extend the discount period for 
local property taxes and waive 
fees and penalties associated with 
them as long as the taxes are paid 
in full by Dec. 31. 

Lower Swatara Township to waive penalties for real estate taxes
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Last month, we reached out to our community, 
asking you to support your local newspaper. You stepped up 

with generous donations and heartfelt words of encouragement.

We’re truly 
grateful to you

On March 26, we published an open letter to our readers. It was a difficult 
letter to write. In short, our direct appeal could be summed up with this state-
ment: “If you value what we do, even if you don’t always agree with us, this is 
the time to show your support with a contribution. And we need you now.”

Like many small businesses in the Middletown area, we find ourselves 
struggling with the challenges caused by the COVID-19 crisis. We’ve all been 
forced to find new ways to serve our customers and alternative ways to gen-
erate revenue.

Our newspaper must fight for survival while continuing to provide im-
portant local news and information as a public service during this unprece-
dented crisis. Like most publishers, this is the first time we’ve ever asked for 
support in this way. 

Publishing a newspaper when almost all of our advertisers are also suffer-
ing economic instability is a challenge unlike any we’ve ever faced. Your con-

tributions will help pay for resources to cover the local impact of the virus on 
our communities, to report on the steps the municipalities are taking, which 
businesses are open, how volunteers are lending a hand, and more.

You have stepped up in an unprecedented way to support our work. Be-
yond your donations and subscriptions, for which we are deeply apprecia-
tive, we’ve been overwhelmed and inspired by your kind words. This has 
been the silver lining in this crisis and is reminding us every day, why we 
do what we do.

We’re also grateful to the advertisers who appear in the Press & Journal. 
Your continued support will keep us going so we’re able to help you when we 
reach the other side.

Our sincere thanks to all of you.

Joe and Louise Sukle, owners and publishers

“We value the Press & Journal and the work that 
all of you do to bring us the local news!”

“Keep the faith! You’ll get through this.”

“I am a Shope Gardens resident and just finished 
reading the Journal. I have been reading your 
paper since 1970. Enclosed is a check for $25. I 
know it’s not much, but every bit counts. Good luck 
and stay safe.”

“Please join me in supporting our local newspaper, 
the Press & Journal. We would never want to lose 
this wonderful means of communication. Joe, 
Louise and the staff do a great job! This is our 
newspaper, our community, our home.”

“We at the Lower Swatara Township Historic 
Preservation Society appreciate all you do for us as 
a non-profit and for the community.”

“Please find enclosed a small donation for your 
paper. I have always been a Press & Journal person 
so I don’t want you to lose your business.”

“I would like to help. The Journal keeps me up to 
date on local news. I would really miss it.”

“Enclosed find a small donation for the newspaper. 
Hopefully it will be a huge success well into the 
future! Incidentally I love the symbol of the hands, 
it’s very appropriate - for everyone. Thank you for 
all you do!”

“I hope you can continue to serve my hometown! 
Best wishes as you go forward. The Journal has 
been with me a long time.  From 104 East Main to 
41 West High to Cortland, NY where a local family 
also is barely afloat with The Cortland Standard. 
I hope you’ll accept my gift of respect and hope.” 

“We are in this together!  We believe having a 
hometown paper is an important asset to our town. 
Stay safe! Stay healthy!”

“I was very saddened to read your call for help at 
this difficult time and I am happy to help in some 
small way. I sincerely hope this will all be just a 
bad memory soon.”

“I just couldn’t imagine my town, Middletown, 
being without the Press & Journal.”

“I hope this helps the Press & Journal to survive 
and keep the local government on its toes.”

“God bless you.”

“Good luck & God bless.”

“Enclosed is check in the amount of $50 to help 
keep your paper in circulation during a difficult 
time.”

“The P&J is doing a great job on Facebook of 
posting updates on everything.”

“I’m trying to do all I can to help everyone I can. 
I’m on the local team.”

“You’re my one and only reliable connection to my 
hometown.”

“As a fellow Middletown business, we are thinking 
about you! We wanted to send some positive vibes 
your way! There is no doubt in our minds that 
you’ll rebound quickly from this crisis! Thank you 
for keeping us all up-to-date with the Middletown 
area happenings...you guys do an amazing job! 
Stay safe & healthy!”

Together we will weather the storm.
We stand united in doing 
our part to protect the 
health and well-being of our 
family, our friends and our 
community. You can depend on 
your newspaper to bring you 
the most trusted up-do-date 
information and advice to help 
keep everyone safe.

We are committed to 
helping one another. During 
these challenging times, you 
can rely on your newspaper 
to provide details about 
any resources that may be 
available to assist those who are 
vulnerable and in-need.

We celebrate our every day 
heroes. From the healthcare 
workers who are working 
tirelessly to care for the infirmed 
to the grocery store clerks who 
are filling the shelves so we have 
the supplies that we need, your 
newspaper is highlighting the 
good works that are being done 
for our community.

We count our blessings. No 
one knows what the next days, 
weeks or months will bring, but 
during this time of uncertainty, 
your newspaper is even more 
grateful for the opportunity 
to disseminate quality and 
credible journalism to our local 
community and loyal readers.

We look forward to 
brighter days ahead. Your 
newspaper remains committed 
to serving the needs of a 
stronger, tighter and more 
connected community.

UNITED
WITH YOU

Here’s how 
you’ve helped:

TOTAL RAISED

# OF CONTRIBUTORS

$10,680
as of 4 p.m. Friday

61
as of 4 p.m. Friday

ADDED SUBSCRIPTIONS

82
as of 4 p.m. Friday

How it works:
The Press & Journal set up a donation page on our 
website www.pressandjournal.com to assist us 

with maintaining our local news coverage. 
Subscriptions and donations can be 

made online or by calling 717-944-4628.
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By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

So far, there have been no cases 
of  the coronavirus at Frey Village 
in Middletown.

But Bill Swanger, senior vice 
president for corporate commu-
nications and public relations of  
Diakon Senior Living Services, 
which owns Frey Village, told the 
Press & Journal that there have 
been several positive cases in 
residents and staff at its locations 
in eastern Pennsylvania.

“Fortunately, the number has 
been very small so far, though 
even one is too many,” Swanger 
said.

He said Diakon’s protocol is 
to have anyone — whether it’s a 
staff member or resident — with 
any symptoms as a person under 
investigation, and residents are 
isolated and staff members self-
quarantined.

Frey Village has been restrict-
ing access to its facility, which is 
located at 1020 N. Union St., since 
March 13. All of  Diakon’s facilities 
have such restrictions.

To help connect residents with 
loved ones, Diakon is offering 
Zoom and other digital resources.

“Our staff members are doing 
a wonderful job not only in pro-

viding excellent care to residents 
but also taking extra steps to 
‘normalize’ life to the extent pos-
sible, providing activities that in-
corporate physical-distancing,” 
Swanger said.

Diakon’s leadership has a con-
ference call every day to discuss 
changes in the number of  cases, 
testing or care requirements, 
additional staff and communica-
tion efforts. The vendors who 
provide culinary, housekeeping 

and rehabilitation services talk 
once a week.

One new precautionary step 
Diakon is taking is establishing 
negative-pressure areas if  they 
are needed to treat anyone with 
the coronavirus. A negative-
pressure area pushes air outside 
rather than recirculating it 
inside, which can help limit the 
spread of  illness.

Diakon uses an internal medi-
cal group, which Swanger said 

leads their practices and devel-
oped a procedural document for 
care staff to use.

Swanger said Diakon is making 
efforts to make sure it has “suf-
ficient” protective equipment.

For example, when one resident 
tested positive in a facility in the 
eastern part of  the state, staff car-
ing for that person began wearing 
higher-level personal protective 
equipment such as N95 masks 
and gowns.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

The Middletown Home has 
had no confirmed cases of  the 
coronavirus among its residents 
and staff.

That comes as a pleasant 
surprise to CEO Louis Vogel III. 
The home had a COVID-19 plan 
in place about 60 days ago, in the 
expectation that there would be 
some positive confirmed cases.

“We don’t want it but we plan 
as if  we would” have a confirmed 
case eventually, Vogel said. “It’s 
all around us.”

Five Middletown Home resi-
dents and four staff members have 
been tested for the coronavirus 
after showing symptoms. Test 
results all came back negative, 
Vogel said.

As soon as any resident shows 
symptoms, he or she is moved into 
a respiratory care area that is part 

of  the Home’s post-acute wing.
At that point, the resident’s 

attending physician decides 
whether the resident needs to be 
tested for the coronavirus. If  so, 
lab personnel come to the Home 
and test the person using a nasal 
swab. The testing is done on site.

If  anyone tests positive, the 
Home has a partition put up in 
the respiratory care area, as per 
protocols of  the operational plan. 
The Home has negative air pres-
sure equipment in place, which 
takes the air and exhausts it out 
as fresh air comes in.

“That is really essential” when 
you have a virus like COVID-19 
that is transmitted through the 
air, Vogel said.

Staff would use a dedicated 
room to enter and exit the respi-
ratory care area. Vogel said staff 
at the Home have gone through 
COVID-19 drills, to make sure 
that staff can carry out the plan.

“As soon as we know someone 
is positive, we can operationalize 
the plan in less than 15 minutes, 
because everything is in place,” 
Vogel said.

He is confident that Home 
staff will have all the protective 
supplies they need if  there is a 
confirmed positive case, such as 
N95 masks. The Home is working 
closely with the regional office 
of  the Hospital Association of  
Pennsylvania and the state De-
partment of  Health.

The Home is next to Penn 
State Harrisburg and has long 
had a close relationship with the 
campus.

“We are also close partners with 
Penn State Health. They reach out 
to us almost a couple of  times a 
week,” Vogel said.

Vogel and all other employees 
wear masks at all times. They are 
screened every time they come to 
work, having their temperature 

and vital signs taken, to see if  they 
show any symptoms of  the virus.

All common-use areas through-
out the entire Home campus are 
wiped down three times each day.

The Home closed to all visitors 
as of  about mid-March, with 
exceptions considered only on a 
case-by-case basis.

That restriction remains in 
place until further notice.

“The no-visitation policy is 
so much harder on the family 
members than the residents. The 
residents are much engaged” in 
complying with the policy and the 
need for it, “but it’s difficult on the 
families,” Vogel said.

The Home employs two minis-
ters who reach out to residents 
and their families almost at least 
once a week “to see if  we can meet 
any of  their needs. We have tried 
to over communicate in complete 
transparency” with residents, 
families and staff, Vogel added.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

The parking lot next to Fair-
field Inn & Suites at Harrisburg 
International Airport is full of  
vehicles, giving the impression to 
passersby that the hotel is packed 
with guests.

But they’re all rental cars. The 
airport has had to find space for 
hundreds of  rental vehicles that 
are sitting idle, since no one is 
renting them because hardly any-
one is flying due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, HIA spokesman Scott 
Miller told the Press & Journal.

In less than two months, HIA 
has gone from the best of  times 
to the worst of  times.

Coming off its best year ever in 
terms of  passenger numbers in 
2019, HIA had kept the good times 
rolling into 2020, posting the best 
January and February the airport 
had ever seen.

Even the first half  of  March was 
strong. Then the bottom started 
falling out, as at first businesses 
began keeping employees home, 
and then everyone else stopped 
flying because of  the pandemic.

HIA had projected about 65,000 
departing passengers for March. 

Instead, the airport finished the 
month with just over half  that, 
34,000.

“April will be the worst month 
we ever had. We may not have 2,000 
total passengers,” Miller said.

Compare that to April 2019, 
when the airport reported a total 
of  128,830 passengers, including 
64,133 travelers departing from 
HIA.

This time of  year the airport 
would be seeing about 4,500 pas-
sengers in and out every day. “Now 
we might have 100 to 200 on a good 
day total,” Miller said.

Of  36 scheduled departing 
flights for Wednesday, April 15, the 
airlines canceled all but 11. The 
airport had six total passengers 
that day after 1 p.m. — five going 
to Charlotte and one to Boston. By 
5 p.m. all other departing flights 
had been canceled so the security 
checkpoint was closed.

“The only people flying right 
now are for emergencies and for 
something that is absolutely es-
sential — where you have to be 
somewhere,” Miller said.

The ripple effect goes beyond the 
rental cars. HIA has closed down 
its long-term lot so all parking is in 
the garage attached to the termi-

nal. The garage 
rate has been 
lowered from 
$20 a day to $10 
a day, although 
the hourly rate 
remains $2.20.

The conces-
sionaires that 
serve arriving 
passengers and those in the gates 
beyond security waiting to depart 
— businesses like Starbucks, 
Dunkin’ Donuts, Phillips Seafood 
restaurant and the Perfectly 
Pennsylvania Gift Shoppe — are 
all operating on a rotating basis, 
looking to just be open for when 
the few passengers HIA is having 
these days come through, Miller 
said.

At Fairfield Inn & Suites, which 
opened in late August 2018, oc-
cupancy rates have fallen off a 
cliff as business at the airport has 
nose-dived.

The hotel was 60 percent to 70 
percent full on average in Janu-
ary and February. Now it’s in the 
range of  10 to 15 percent, said hotel 
General Manager Mark Anthony 
Burnett II.

The hotel and the airport have 
a symbiotic relationship, Burnett 

said. Travelers in and out of  HIA 
drive business at the hotel, and 
the presence of  the hotel attracts 
travelers to the airport, he said.

“This was going to be our second 
full year, our first full year with 
historical data,” Burnett said. “We 
had some very strong projections 
for the year. Everyone is hopeful. 
We will follow the guidance of  Gov. 
[Tom] Wolf and [President Donald] 
Trump. We are hoping for a strong 
turnaround for the economy. Ev-
eryone is staying positive.” 

HIA itself  has about 110 em-
ployees. Morale is still “pretty 
good,” Miller reports, but people 
are tired. Like many others, they 
have the added stress of  working 
from home — those who don’t have 
to be at the airport — where they 
are dealing with kids who are not 
able to go to school.

The airport has a few open posi-
tions it is not filling, but the airport 
has not laid anyone off.

On April 14, HIA received word 
that the airport had received a 
nearly $9.9 million grant through 
the federal coronavirus relief  act, 
known as CARES.

Also getting grants were the 
three other airports owned by HIA 
owners Susquehanna Area Re-

gional Airport Authority: $69,000 
to Capital City in York County, 
$30,000 to Franklin County Re-
gional, and $20,000 to Gettysburg 
Regional.

All three airports remain open 
as essential life-sustaining busi-
nesses.

The amount of  money each air-
port gets is based on the number 
of  departing passengers for 2018, 
and the amount of  debt for each 
airport, Miller said.

Federal grants to HIA usually 
come from taxes on tickets as op-
posed to tax dollars. 

But with passenger traffic down 
95 percent nationwide, none of  
that money is coming into the sys-
tem so in this case, Miller figures 
the grants are coming from tax 
dollars through the CARES act.

The $9.9 million is chiefly to 
cover the airport’s payroll. The 
airport makes the payroll, and 
is then reimbursed by the grant. 
Some of  the grant can also cover 
debt service, also on a reimburs-
able basis. “It doesn’t replace 
revenue, it replaces expenses,” 
Miller said.

Under terms of  the grant, the 
airport must retain 90 to 95 per-
cent of  all its employees through 

Sept. 30.
Revenue-wise, the brightest 

spot at HIA right now are the 
cargo flights operated by FedEx 
and UPS. Freight tonnage is off 
a bit but the flights are all going 
off as scheduled each day, for the 
most part.

What’s most unsettling about 
the situation is the uncertainty, 
Miller said. And that makes it very 
difficult to plan for the future.

The month of  May has already 
been pretty much written off, due 
to the lack of  advance bookings.

“Do we start to see a return in 
June, July and August? We don’t 
know,” Miller said. 

It all depends upon when corpo-
rations want to start getting their 
people back on the road, when 
people in general feel comfortable 
flying, and if  they have places to 
fly to, such as Walt Disney World 
in Florida, a major driver for Al-
legiant at HIA.

“We’re trying to figure out what 
is the rest of  the year going to look 
like and we just don’t know. This 
is an unprecedented challenge, the 
greatest crisis the airlines have 
ever faced,” said Miller, who went 
through the Sept. 11, 2001 terrorist 
attacks at HIA.

Traffic at HIA dwindles to next to nothing after record-setting year in 2019

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Penn State Harrisburg and 
other Penn State University cam-
puses will continue delivering all 
instruction remotely throughout 
the summer due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, the university has an-
nounced.

The university also plans to 
reduce undergraduate tuition for 
the 2020 summer sessions, subject 
to the action being approved by the 
Board of  Trustees in May.

Penn State also said it is “plan-
ning and operating with the goal 
of  having on-campus courses in 
the fall semester, if  circumstances 
allow, but no decision has been 
made at this time.”

“As the world around us has 
shifted significantly during this 
ongoing coronavirus pandemic, 
with this decision, we aim to give 
our students as much consistency 
as possible for their academic 
progress, while also being nimble 
enough to respond to the best case 
scenario,” said Nick Jones, Penn 
State executive vice president and 
provost. 

“Since the university does not 
yet know when in-person activities 
on our campuses can safely re-
sume, we hope that this announce-
ment will set up our students to 
maintain their planned paths of  
learning, curricula and critical 
engagement as they pursue their 
degrees.”

On another front of  great inter-
est to Penn State students at Har-
risburg and everywhere else, the 
university Thursday announced 
details of  a virtual commence-
ment ceremony for the Class of  
2020 that is to be held beginning 
at 2 p.m. Saturday, May 9.

Penn State’s first ever virtual 
commencement, the graduation 
ceremony will be live-streamed 
and available internationally, at 

https://spring2020.commence-
ment.psu.edu/.

The university described the vir-
tual commencement as “the first 
step” in recognizing achievements 
of  the more than 14,000 members 
of  the Class of  2020.

Penn State also has committed to 
having students and their families 
return for in-person celebrations 
when public health guidelines al-
low, according to a release posted 
on the Penn State Harrisburg web 
site. Potential dates, logistics, and 
activities for in-person recognition 
are currently being explored.

The university said that the 
May 9 ceremony was created in 
consultation with student leaders. 
The virtual event is to involve tra-
ditional ceremonial components, 
including formal remarks and 
conferring of  degrees for under-
graduate students at University 
Park and at all other Penn State 
campuses, as well as for graduate 
students in The Graduate School.

Regarding plans to reduce tu-
ition for the summer, Penn State 
said the adjustment is needed “to 
help ease the sustained financial 
strain on families” being caused 
by the pandemic.

The actual amount of  the reduc-
tion for each student will vary 
based upon their major and their 
academic year, the university said. 

Graduate and World Campus 
students will also see a reduction 
as they will be billed at 95 percent 
of  the rate of  the normal tuition.

“Although this decision will 
impact the revenue stream for the 
university, it does not in any way 
change the focus of  our academic 
mission or the quality of  our pro-
grams, courses and degrees. Our 
devoted faculty and staff continue 
to bring the curricula to life in new 
and innovative ways and our edu-
cation outcomes will not change,” 
said Penn State President Eric J. 
Barron.  

Penn State Harrisburg 
plans online instruction 
through rest of summer, 
virtual commencement

Miller

Gov. Wolf targets May 8 for 
end of stay-at-home order

Gov. Tom Wolf  announced a 
target date Monday for the state to 
start easing restrictions that have 
been in place for weeks — May 8.

His goal is to lift the stay-at-
home order by then and possibly 
start lifting some restrictions on 
business closures, but he said deci-
sions will be “measured, region by 
region and sectoral.”

“This is not going to be resuming 
operations as they were in Febru-
ary. We still do not have a vaccine, 
we still don’t have an antibody test, 
and we still don’t have a way to 
cure COVID-19. Without continu-
ing to take precautions, we’re all 
going to see a resurgence of  this 
deadly virus, so we cannot relax,” 
Wolf  said.

He said he is looking for “small 
steps in regaining a degree in 
normalcy” and that decisions will 

be data-driven, reliant on quantifi-
able criteria to drive a “targeted, 
evidenced-based, regional ap-
proach to reopenings.”

He said the date is dependent 
on adequate personal protective 
equipment and diagnostic testing 
being available; monitoring and 
surveillance for containment or 
mitigation; and protections for 
vulnerable populations such as 
care facilities and prisons in place.

Limitations on large gather-
ings unrelated to jobs will remain 
throughout the reopening process.

This is not a sign to abandon 
social distancing, he said.

He said by picking a date, “we are 
disciplining ourselves” to have in 
place “the testing we need in the 
areas we open, [and] that we will 
have the capacity that we need in 
our health care system.”

State’s nursing homes face big 
challenges fighting coronavirus

The Pennsylvania Department of  Health 
started releasing more detailed information 
about the coronavirus in the state’s nursing 
homes and personal care facilities last week, 
and the information made clear the chal-
lenges those institutions face with COVID-19.

As of  Tuesday, 796 of  the state’s 1,564 total 
deaths from the coronavirus have been in 
nursing homes or personal care facilities, 

and there are 5,598 cases overall — 5,026 resi-
dent cases and 572 cases among employees at 
396 facilities in 38 counties. 

There are nine nursing homes in Dauphin 
County, including Frey Village at 1020 N. 
Union St. and Courtyard Gardens Nursing 
and Rehabilitation Center at 999 W. Har-
risburg Pike, part of  the Middletown Home. 
Also among the 9 is Penn State Health Tran-

sitional Care at 1135 Old West Chocolate Ave.
Among the 9 nursing homes and the unde-

termined number of  personal care homes in 
the county, 3 have reported coronavirus cases  
with 56 cases in residents and 9 in employees. 
There have been 3 deaths reported. The De-
partment of  Health would not release which 
3 facilities have reported coronavirus cases 
after a request by the Press & Journal.

No coronavirus cases at Middletown Home, but 
director says ‘everything in place’ if it happens

Frey Village hasn’t seen any cases of COVID-19, 
with access restricted at North Union facility

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES

Frey Village, 1020 N. Union St., does not have any known cases of the coronavirus.
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By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

A Monday morning fire heavily 
damaged an unoccupied rental 
home on the Williams Farm at 
2402 Fulling Mill Road.

The fire was not at the farm-
house or any of  the farming 
structures. Lower Swatara Fire 
Chief  John Weikle described the 
rental home as a trailer with an 
addition. No one was injured.

The fire was called in at 5:50 
a.m., and firefighters left the 
scene at about 8:30 a.m. 

The farm is part of  a 239-acre 
parcel that was put up for sale in 

the summer of  2018. It is across 
Fulling Mill Road from Kunkel 
Elementary School, between 
Longview Drive to the west, Niss-
ley Drive to the east, and Oberlin 
Road to the north. 

Firefighters blocked off Fulling 
Mill Road at the intersection of  
Longview and Nissley. 

Firefighters from Middle-
town, Highspire and Swatara 
departments also responded, 
and Weikle said departments 
from Lancaster County helped 
provide coverage. 

The Dauphin County Fire 
Investigators Task Force is in-
vestigating the cause of  the fire.

Fire heavily damages Lower Swatara rental home

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES

A blaze heavily damaged a rental home on property on Fulling Mill Road on Monday morning, above and above right.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES

Firefighters attend to a blaze that heavily damaged a rental home on 
property at 2402 Fulling Mill Road on Monday morning, April 20. See 
more photos at www.pressandjournal.com.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

A new Great Clips hair salon 
is coming to Mid-Town Plaza in 
Middletown.

Great Clips has signed a lease for 
3,500 square feet in the plaza at 450 
E. Main St., according to a press 
release from Mid-Town Plaza 
owners Levin Management Corp.

Levin spokeswoman Sandy Cri-
safulli said the lease with Great 
Clips was recently signed and that 
it is “too early” to project an open-
ing date for the salon, especially in 
light of  such businesses still being 
shut down in Pennsylvania due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

The Great Clips website shows a 
location at Mid-Town that is “com-
ing soon,” but offers no details.

As for how many jobs will come 
to the new location, the company 
has not started hiring and things 
are at “a standstill” because of  the 
COVID-19 crisis, said Mike Martin, 
president and CEO of  Champion 
Clippers, part of  Great Clips.

“I suspect when everything 
opens back up it will take some 
time to get our contractors in 
there, so at this point it's really 
hard to say when we will open,” 
he told the Press & Journal.

The Great Clips lease brings 
to 100 percent occupancy at the 
plaza, which is anchored by a 
59,500-square-foot Giant and also 
includes Dollar Tree, Aaron’s, 
AutoZone, H&R Block, and others. 
The plaza has 102,000 square feet 
of  retail space. 

More than 57,000 people live 
within a five-mile radius, accord-
ing to Levin Management Corp.

Established in 1982, Great Clips 
has more than 4,400 salons in the 
United States and Canada provid-
ing haircuts for men, women and 
children. Salons are open seven 
days a week with no appointments 
needed. 

“Service-oriented tenants — 
particularly hair salons and other 
sub-sections of  the beauty indus-
try — are essential to the success 
of  any shopping center,” said 
Levin senior leasing representa-
tive Sidney Singer, who arranged 
the lease. “These necessity-based 
businesses are virtually 'Internet 
proof' and keep people coming 
back to a center on a consistent 
basis.”

Mid-Town 
getting hair 
salon; plaza 
will be at full 
occupancy

Middletown police charged a 
borough man with assaulting a 
woman at a residence in the first 
block of  North Pine Street at about 
12:30 p.m. April 11.

According to arrest records po-
lice filed with District Judge David 
Judy, Luther C. Gilbert III, 36, of  
the North Pine Street address, 
pushed the victim and took her 
phone from her when she said she 
was going to call police.

Gilbert then stomped on the 
woman’s foot and grabbed her 
wrist and twisted it, digging his 
fingernail into her hand causing 
a wound, according to police.

Gilbert was arraigned April 
11 before District Judge Hanif  
L. Johnson Sr. and charged with 
simple assault, and obstruction of  
a telephone line in an emergency, 
which is a summary offense.

Bail was set at $5,000 unsecured. 
A preliminary hearing before 
Judy is scheduled for April 29.

Man charged 
with assault; 
he allegedly 
took phone, 
stomped foot

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES 

Mid-Town Plaza will be at full 
occupancy when Great Clips opens.

Immediate 
availability
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into 

Savings!

F r e y  V i l l a g e

1020 N. Union Street | Middletown, PA e www.FreyVillageSeniorLiving.org

Apartment monthly fees starting at only $1,170!
See staff for details.

Contact Matt Pavalko at (888) 995-8261 to learn more.
Experience firsthand all we offer at Frey Village ... call today!

ACT NOW . . .  
SPACE IS LIMITED!
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Founder
Frank E. Matinchek
  Owner/Supervisor

Zachary E. Matinchek
260 East Main Street, Middletown • 944-7015

our family proudly serving  your families since 1961.

Middletown’s Oldest Family-Owned and Operated Funeral Home

We’ve been here for generations, just like you.
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AIUM CERTIFIED IN OBSTETRIC AND 
GYNECOLOGIC ULTRASOUND

8105 Adams Dr., Ste. B, Hummelstown • 717-482-8115 • FAX 717-482-8364 www.woodwardassociates.com

Like us on 
Facebook

Bridget F. Berich, D.O. 
Gerald Woodward, M.D.
John R. Mantione, M.D.

Stephen Segrave-Daly, M.D. 
Caring For You Like Family

AIUM CERTIFIED IN OBSTETRIC AND 

Elwood's Service Station
717-944-9255

Main & Catherine Streets
Middletown

Brownstone Cafe
1 N. Union St., Middletown

944-3301
Mon.-Sat. 6 am - 9 pm; Sun. 8 am - 8 pm

436 E. Main St. (Mid-Town Plaza) • 944-1640Mon.-Fri. 9-8; Sat. 9-5; Closed Sun.“Middletown’s Exclusive Pharmacy & Hallmark Gold Crown Gift Shop”

IDDLETOWNTIRE & ALIGNMENTM
Exhaust • Struts • Alignments • Inspections Batteries • Brakes • Shocks
33R Market Street • Royalton 

944-1925
Monday-Friday 8-6; Saturday 8-1

VASTINE’S
AUTO 

SERVICE 
INC.

231 Oak Hill Drive
Middletown • 944-7154

      MIDDLETOWN 
AMERICAN LEGION 

                                POST 594
                                   137 E. High Street
                                          Middletown           

                           944-4797

Gregory A. Anoia, O.D.Modern and Classic Eyewear Styles
120 W. Water Street

Middletown 
“The Patient Friendly Practice”

944-3201

MIDDLETOWN

1093 N. Union Street
Middletown

Call for appointment 944.4031
EyeCareEyeWearCenter.com

WALTER R. GUSS, II, O.D.Comprehensive Eyecare and Contact Lenses

ROYALTON BOROUGH COUNCIL & MAYOR OXENFORD
                        101 Northumberland St. 

                              944-4831

Enjoy the day!

Commissioners 
Jeff Haste
Mike Pries

George P. Hartwick, III

Dauphin 
County 

This page made possible by these appreciative sponsors

Professional Eye Care and Opitcal Boutique

Royalton Senior Center
LOCATED AT:

Our sincere thanks to...... doctors and nurses, firefighters and police officers working the frontlines. ... heathcare workers caring for the elderly and disabled.... grocery store cashiers and workers stocking shelves....volunteers delivering meals to shut-ins. ... restaurant owners giving free lunches to kids.... businesses donating hand sanitizers and face masks.... postal workers and delivery people moving essential items to our doors.... news media for keeping us informed.
... sanitation personnel disposing of our trash. ... truck drivers delivering essential goods across the country. 
These are some of the many citizen heroes who are working hard during this crisis to keep things running, keep us informed, keep us fed and keep us safe.

our Heroes & Helpers:
To
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pL

Ea
SE

 C
u

t 
o

ut
 a

nD D

iSpLay in youR WinDoW!

Actual size: 3” x 2”

Place your 
thank you ad here

for only $50

Show 
you 
care

There are many people who 
are out there doing good 
things right now who we 
can thank right now. 

There’s never been a better 
time to say “Thank you” to 
the heroes and the helpers. 
Expressing our gratitude 
to our front line workers is 
happening in creative ways 
all over the country and now 
you can reach out locally!

Be a part of the full page 
tribute that will include a 
large cut-out heart to be 

displayed on windows and 
doors throughout the area!

Maxine Etter:
maxineetter@pressandjournal.com•717-944-4628
Dave Brown:
davebrown@pressandjournal.com•717-919-7724
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No Card 
Needed 
To Save!

Lowest 
Prices 
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KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE  4/21/20 - 4/27/20

Family
Favorites!

ALL PRICING IS WHILE SUPPLIES LAST, NO RAIN CHECKS.

FRESH LEAN
CHOPPED CHUCK
MUST BUY 10 LBS+

349
lb.

TRIMMED BONELESS
SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREASTS
MUST BUY 5 LBS+

149
lb.

BONELESS COUNTRY
STYLE PORK RIBS
MUST BUY 5 LB+

149
lb.

USDA CHOICE BONELESS
FLANK STEAKS

599
lb.

USDA  PRIME BONELESS
SHOULDER
POT ROASTS

ALL PRICING IS WHILE SUPPLIES LAST, NO RAIN CHECKS.

449
lb.

99¢
lb.

FRESH BROCCOLI
CROWNS

HONEYCRISP
APPLES

JUMBO SWEET
VIDALIA ONIONS

99¢
lb.

HONEYCRISP

99¢
lb.

JUMBO SWEET

129
lb.

FLANK STEAKSFLANK STEAKS

20 OZ SARA LEE
BREADSBREADSBREADS

2 FOR 
$5 

DOZEN
XL ESPENSHADE
FARM EGGS

2 FOR 
$3 
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