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Public notices in this week’s Press & Journal
• DERRY TWP: Estate of  Karen 
Small. 4
• LONDONDERRY TWP: Estate of  
Linda Stoe. 4
• WEST HANOVER TWP: Estate of  
Janice Westenheffer. 4
• STEELTON: Estate of  Helen 
Brodnick. 4
• LOWER SWATARA TWP: Estate 
of  Clyde Rabuck. 4
• HIGHSPIRE: 2020 Borough 
Meeting Schedule. 4

• SUSQUEHANNA TWP: Estate of  
Robert Caruso. 4
• LOWER SWATARA TWP: Special 
Joint Meeting. 4
• ROYALTON: Annual Audit 
Meeting. 4
• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  Earl 
Gallagher. 4
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Fitzpatrick breaks MAHS girls scoring record

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

A Middletown man faces aggra-
vated assault and other charges 
after Middletown police say he 
strangled a woman and then drove 
off in the victim’s minivan with 
the couple’s 2-month-old daughter 
inside.

The incident began at about 
7 p.m. Saturday at the Sheetz 

on Route 230 in 
Lower Swata-
ra Township, 
when the sus-
pect, 30-year-
o l d  E v a n 
Brown, began 
strangling the 
woman from 
behind as she 
was driving the 2005 gold Town 
and Country minivan towards 

Middletown, according to arrest 
papers borough police filed with 
District Judge David Judy.

Brown’s address is listed in 
arrest papers as an apartment in 
the first block of  Ann Street in 
Middletown. Online court records 
said he is from Enola, however.

The woman drove to the Turkey 
Hill at 170 E. Main St., where, ac-
cording to police, Brown contin-
ued strangling the woman.

Police say Brown then grabbed 
the couple’s 2-month-old — while 
also hitting the woman numerous 
times on her face and body — and 
“tossed” the child into the back of  
the minivan.

Police said Brown told the 
woman he would kill their child 
by throwing the baby in the river. 

Another man tried to stop 
Brown

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

UPS is anticipating that its 
distribution facility on North 
Union Street in Lower Swatara 
Township will open in 2021. 

Lower Swatara commission-
ers unanimously approved 
plans for the warehouse in 
November 2018. 

Kim Krebs, UPS media rela-
tions manager, recently told 
the Press & Journal that the 
company has broken ground 
on construction.

“We anticipate the new hub 
opening in 2021, but project 
completion date is still being 
finalized. We are working with 
the Pennsylvania [Department 
of  Transportation] on some 
road infrastructure items that 
will influence the project sched-
ule,” Krebs said.

Lower Swatara Planning and 
Zoning Coordinator Ann Hursh 
on Jan. 22 said the UPS plan 
hasn’t been officially submitted 
and the company was still work-
ing on its plans for North Union 
Street and the pump station. 

As part of  its plans, UPS 
has said it would reconstruct 
North Union Street from the 
intersection of  North Union 
and eastbound Route 283 up to 
the site entrance. 

The approved plans call for 
a 775,033-square-foot distribu-
tion hub on a 192.19 acre tract. 
The facility would include 1,500 
employee parking spaces. 

Just off North Union Street 
would be a 3,467-square-foot 
retail center where people could 
drop off and collect packages. 

On Jan. 29, UPS announced 
that it intended to commit 
about $1.4 billion in “significant 
facility enhancements” in its 
Pennsylvania sites in 2020. 
Krebs said this included the fa-
cility in Lower Swatara, which 
is being called the Northeast 
Regional Hub, along with sites 
in Carlisle, Lehigh Valley and 
Philadelphia. 

The move by UPS is antici-
pated to create 1,700 new jobs. 
About 750 jobs will come to 
the Lower Swatara site alone. 
A press release from Gov. Tom 
Wolf’s office said UPS will also 
retain 6,459 full-time jobs. 

According to a UPS press 
release, this “super hub” in 
Lower Swatara would enhance 
the movement of  products 
between markets including 
Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, New 
York City, Baltimore and Wash-
ington, D.C. 

The local hub is in addition 
to five regional super hubs in 
Atlanta, Dallas and Fort Worth, 
Phoenix, Salt Lake City and 

UPS hub 
likely to 
open in 
2021, add  
750 jobs

Police: Man said he would kill baby by throwing it in river

Please see POLICE, page 5

Please see UPS, page 5

Video gaming 
terminals coming 
to area Rutter’s
Londonderry zoning board OKs 
plans for 5 at Vine Street location

Elementary school survey open
By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Here’s another chance to voice 
your opinion on the future of  
Middletown schools. 

On Thursday, Middletown Area 
School District posted a five-ques-
tion survey at https://www.sur-
veymonkey.com/r/GHQTDHM 
asking how the district should 
configure its elementary schools. 
It is open through Feb. 16. 

The district faces a projected 
increase in enrollment as well 

as aging infra-
structure and 
structural is-
sues at Kun-
kel and Fink 
e l e m e n t a r y 
schools. 

Superinten-
dent Lori Suski 
told the school 
board Feb. 4 that the infrastruc-
ture, not the enrollment growth, 
is the bigger issue, which differs 
from previous conversations 
about the elementary options.

“The enrollment piece is second-
ary to the conversation about the 
aging systems. [Architects Crab-
tree, Rohrbaugh and Associates] 
just asked that we keep that in 
mind as we’re having these dis-
cussions. Does it play a role and 
a factor into the decision making? 
Absolutely it does, but maybe not 
as much as we initially thought,” 
Suski said.

Here are the options being 
discussed:

• Centers-based option: Close 
Kunkel and Fink, build a new 

building for grades two through 
five either on the high school-
middle school-Reid Elementary 
School campus or the Kunkel site, 
convert Reid to grades kindergar-
ten to first, and complete minor 
renovations to Reid. Construction 
costs range from $35 million to 
$37.3 million.

• Neighborhood option: Main-
tain current grade alignments, 
comprehensive renovation and ad-
ditions to Kunkel, comprehensive 
renovations to Fink, and minor 
renovations to Reid. One variation 
of  this option would add on to Fink 
instead of  Kunkel. Construction 
costs for variation one (additions 
at Kunkel) is estimated from 
$35.7 million to $38.7 million, and 
variation two (additions at Fink) 
is estimated from $33.7 million to 

Aging infrastructure at Kunkel, Fink is as much a concern as enrollment spurt

Suski

No fifth-graders at MAMS
The logistics to move fifth-graders to 
Middletown Area Middle School just 
don’t work, officials say. PAGE 4.

Please see SURVEY, page 4

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Five video gaming terminals 
might be coming to the Rutter’s 
store on Vine Street.

The Londonderry Township 
Zoning Hearing Board voted 
3-2 Monday to grant a special 
exception to allow video gaming 
terminals to be placed at the store 
and allow the store to do neces-
sary remodeling. 

Board members Kevin Hum-
mert, Joe Sheehan and Edward 
Kozicki voted yes. Jay Kopp and 
Gary Carlson voted no. 

Rutter’s is hop-
ing to open its 
video g aming 
terminals in the 
spring, according 
to the company’s 
attorney, Chris-
topher Reed. 

Township solic-
itor Jim Diamond 
said Rutter’s fits 
the definition of  a 
“truck stop estab-
lishment,” which 
allows it to have 
VGTs.

Township zon-
ing and code officer Jeff Bur-
khart told the Press & Journal 
that Rutter’s had asked if  VGTs 
were specifically addressed in 
township statutes, and he said 
no. Rutter’s then submitted an 
application, he said.

During the hearing, board 
members asked a number of  
questions regarding the details 
of  the security of  the video gam-
ing terminal room and whether 
Rutter’s would add more termi-
nals if  the state allows it. Reed 
said the company would be open 
to it. 

S h e e h a n  a s k e d   B u r -
khart whether the township has 
heard rumors of  Love’s, which 

is nearby on Vine Street, asking 
for terminals, and Burkhart said 
he hadn’t heard anything and 
Love’s has not approached the 
township. 

Diamond and Reed said a video 
gaming terminal is different 
from a “skill game.” Middle-
town Borough Council recently 
considered a ban on such skill 
games, but then decided against 
it after opposition from business-
es and nonprofit groups in town 
that benefit from the devices.

VGTs have a randomly gen-
erated outcome. The “skill” 
involved in skill games is that 

the player is presented with a 
puzzle game offering multiple 
combinations, from which the 
player must choose the right one 
to win money.

According to Rutter’s attorney 
Sarah Dotzel, Rutter’s is able to 
collect 15 percent of  revenue 
generated from video gaming 
terminals. Dotzel said the rest 
will go to the state or the terminal 
operator. 

According to Reed, video gam-
ing terminals were authorized by 
the state Legislature and signed 
into law by Gov. Tom Wolf in 2017.

According to information from 

Please see VGT, page 5

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES

The Rutter's on Vine Street in Londonderry 
Township likely will have video gaming terminals. 

Top, Middletown senior standout Kate Fitzpatrick celebrates with 
teammates Feb. 4 after setting the Blue Raider girls record for points scored 
in a career during a game at Milton Hershey. Fitzpatrick sunk a free throw 
to tie the mark and then another to break it. Ja’Lynn Burton-Jones, who 
now plays at Central Penn College, was in attendance at the game, above. 
Fitzpatrick goes in for a layup, right. See much more in sports, page 12.

PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DEBBIE SPEAR, ABOVE AND BELOW RIGHT

PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY BRIDGET FITZPATRICK
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NEWS IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD   |   LAVONNE ACKERMAN

Happy Valentine’s Day! Hearts for all!

3444 Round Top Rd., Elizabethtown

MUSSER’S TREE SERVICE 
FREE ESTIMATES

•Tree & Shrubbery Pruning•Tree & Stump Removal
•Fertilization •Cabling

TREE PRESERVATION SPECIALISTS
Residential • Commercial
State Licensed Applicator

 FULLY INSURED
YEAR ’ROUND

24 Hr. Storm Damage Response

533-4458 • 367-3724 

Daniel L. Musser, 
Certifi ed Arborist

Hershey

MEMBER

NATIONAL ARBORIST 
ASSOCIATION

Hello, people! And the best 
part of  February is upon us! 
Happy Valentine’s Day! Yay for 
hearts, chocolate, flowers, pink, 
red, poems and love!  

How is winter going for you? I 
heard that the weather has been 
cold, and warm! The warmer 
days sure do lift the spirits. 

Wintertime is fun when it 
comes to spending down time at 
home. 

Do you like to read, play 
games, watch movies? A nasty 
weather day is the perfect time 
to get cozy with a good book! Or 
a beautiful day on the beach is 
also a wonderful time to get lost 
in a story. 

Let me know your news to 
share, and stay warm! 

Birthdays 
Happy birthday greetings are 

sent to Margaret Reisinger of  
Lower Swatara Township. She 
celebrates on Wednesday, Feb. 
12. I hope your day is full of  
smiles and sunshine!

Happy final teener birthday 
to Kaylee McCann of  Lower 
Swatara. She hits No. 19 on 
Feb. 12. Tell her best wishes for 
a joyful day if  you see her on 
Wednesday! 

Jourdyn Alford of  Lower 
Swatara celebrates her special 
22nd cake-and-ice cream day 
on Thursday, Feb. 13. Many 
blessings to you for a wonderful 
birthday month, Jourdyn!

Robert Hardison of  Lower 
Swatara celebrates his 24th 
confetti-popping day on Feb. 13. 
I hope your Thursday is simply 

thrilling, Robert! 
Best wishes to Barry Craul of  

Middletown for a sweet Friday, 
Feb. 14 birthday! Don’t forget to 
wear your red, Barry!

Rebecca Fulton of  Lower 
Swatara has 24 reasons to smile 
on Saturday, Feb. 15. Enjoy your 
birthday weekend, sweet lady! 
Sending much love and hugs!

Hey, Don Bowers of  Lower 
Swatara — here is your super 
Saturday birthday shout-out for 
a sensational Feb. 15! I hope it is 
the best one yet!

Avery Williams of  Lower 
Swatara marks his frosty-filled 
final teener cake day on Satur-
day, Feb. 15. Have a wonderful 
weekend, Avery! 

Happy 25th cake day to Corey 
Risko on Sunday, Feb. 16. Con-
grats on your big deal birthday, 
Corey!

Happy honk-honk-beep day 
and golden birthday to Grant 
Garner of  Lower Swatara on 
Sunday. He is 16 on Feb. 16. 
Enjoy!

Khyra Little of  Lower Swatara 
celebrates her golden 16 on Feb. 
16 on Saturday! Wishing you a 
super-duper-beep-beep day!

Adriana Black of  Middletown 
marks her last teen birthday on 
Monday, Feb. 17. Happy 19th!

Anniversaries
Happy 29th anniversary to 

Walter and Jane Balmer of  
Londonderry Township. Their 
romantic holiday is Saturday, 
Feb. 15. Wishing you a hearts-
and-flowers kind of  weekend!

Congratulations and best 

wishes to Marlin and Melody 
Wilson of  Lower Swatara Town-
ship as they observe their 46th 
wedding anniversary on Sun-
day, Feb. 16. Enjoy your special 
weekend!

Dinner time
All are invited to a roast 

turkey dinner from 4:30 to 6 
p.m. Monday, Feb. 17 (or until 
sold out) at Evangelical United 
Methodist Church, 157 E. Water 
St., Middletown. 

Dinner includes stuffing, 
mashed potatoes, green bean 
casserole, cranberry sauce, des-
sert (with a Valentine treat), and 
beverage. 

Takeouts can be purchased as 
well. 

Everyone is welcome (a handi-
capped entrance is available). 
There is a charge. 

For more information, call 
717-944-6181. 

Yum Chocolate Peanut Pie
2 squares unsweetened choco-

late 
1/4 c. butter
3/4 c. sugar
1/2 c. brown sugar, packed 

firm
1/2 c. milk
1/4 c. light corn syrup 
1 1/2 tsp. vanilla 
3 eggs
1 c. salted peanuts, chopped 
1 unbaked 9-inch pie shell 
Melt chocolate and butter to-

gether. Remove from heat, allow 
to cool somewhat. In a medium 
bowl, combine all sugars, milk, 
corn syrup, vanilla and eggs. 

Beat until blended. Beat in choc-
olate mixture. Stir in peanuts. 
Pour into pie shell. Bake at 350 
degrees for 45 to 50 minutes.

Quote of the Week 
“Though the mountains move 

and the hills shake, my love 
will not be removed from you.” 
Isaiah 54:10. 

Question of the Week 
What do you like to study and 

read up about?
“History and true stories of  

people who did extraordinary 
things. Like saints, inventors, 
explorers, founders of  helping 
organizations, discoveries of  
medical cures, leaders, etc.” — 
Sue Lawruk, Lower Swatara 
Township.

“Historical fiction.” — Rachel 
Killeen, Camp Hill.

“Civil War, because my dad 
loved it, and Gettysburg, and 
English history.” — Andrea 
Zubey, Lower Swatara. 

“Leadership principles, and 
gardening.” — Dwayne Clark, 
Connellsville.

“I like to learn about science. 
I also love to read about cats. 
Those are my favorite things.” — 
Ayla Windows, 9, Susquehanna 
Township.

Proverb for the Week 
The hearing ear and the see-

ing eye, the LORD has made 
them both (20:12).

Reach LaVonne Ackerman at 
717-649-7366 or by email at La-
VonneAck@comcast.net.

Chocolate Easter egg 
sale set at Ebenezer

 Ebenezer United Methodist 
Church and Childcare, 890 Eb-
enezer Road, is selling its home-
made chocolate Easter eggs. 

 To order, call 717-944-6080 or 
717-583-0502, or email nanny-
jean@gmail.com.

Youth Club Bingo 
scheduled for Thursdays

Youth Club Bingo will be held 
Thursday nights at the Middle-
town Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, 10 Adelia St. 

Doors open at 5 p.m., and 
bingo starts at 6:45 p.m.

Proceeds benefit the Middle-
town Youth Club. 

Time to remove winter 
cemetery decorations

The Middletown Cemetery As-
sociation advises that removal 
of  winter cemetery decorations 
must be completed by Friday, 
Feb. 28.

Low-cost vaccine clinic 
is set for cats and dogs

Steelton Community Cats is 
sponsoring a low-cost vaccine 
clinic for cats and dogs.

It will be held Saturday, March 
7, at the Steelton Community 

Cats Facility, 1 N. Front St., 
Steelton. 

Registration will be held at 
9:30 a.m. Clinic hours are 10 a.m. 
to noon.

For more information, call 717-
877-4146 or visit steeltoncats.org. 

Middletown Area School 
District slates events

Middletown Area School Dis-
trict February events include:

• Feb. 14: Reid Elementary 
School Kids Heart Challenge; 
Kunkel Elementary School Kids 
Heart Challenge.

• Feb. 17: Presidents Day, No 
school. Makeup day if  needed.

• Feb. 19: Middletown Area 

High School Dual Enrollment 
Night, 6 p.m.

Mardi Gras Slavic-style 
coming in February

Mardi Gras Slavic-style will be 
held from 4 to 10 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 22, at St. Ann Byzantine 
Catholic Parish Center, 5408 
Locust Lane, Harrisburg. 

The inclement weather date is 
from noon to 4:30 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 23. 

Admission is free. 
Featured will be food, desserts, 

beverages, kids games, small 
games of  chance and music. For 
more information, visit www.
stannbyz.org.

TOWN TOPICS

Middletown Area High School recently announced its distin-
guished honor roll and honor roll for the second quarter. Distin-
guished Honor Roll requires all “A’s” or perfect marks. For the 
Honor Roll, a student must earn all “A’s” and “B’s.”

Distinguished Honor Roll
12th grade: Nicole Altland, Macy 

Appleby, Dylan Bakaric, Jenna 
Baumbach, Tristan Cassidy, Juliette 
Eckert, Kathleen Fitzpatrick, Cayla 
Garman, Kayla Gutshall, Alexis Hab-
bershon, Benjamin Hursh, Bethany 
Keyser, Alyssa Martz, Courtney 
Shaffer, Anna Shank, Isabella Stillo, 
Angelina Torres, and Raymond 
Truntz.

11th grade: Teegan Biichle, Ruth 
Hoffman, Jordan Knaub, and Mahin-
dra Wagley.

10th grade: Sara Dintiman, Carly 
Dupes, Tamia Hill-Johnson, Stacey 
Hinojosa, and Cynthia Ortiz-San-
chez. 

9th grade: Emily Boyer, Sebastian 

Dash, Aurora Demko, Natalie Mane-
val, Bridget Muller, Morgan Pacheco,  
Nathan Russo, Aidan Shaffer, and 
Ethan Witmyer.

Honor Roll
12th grade: Cassidy Anderson, 

Emily Bivens, Daniel Brenner, Emily 
Brown, Jacob Buffington, Megan 
Burghdorf, Nashawn Collier-Jones, 
Jessica Doyle, Zackery Dunlap, 
Cassandra Ebersole, Dane Eber-
sole, Casandra Eckert, Luke Fegley, 
Caroline Gill, Joyce Gittens, Kiera 
Guckavan, Destiney Gutshall, Hailey 
Hockenberry, Jace Imler, Benjamin 
Iskander, Cindy Jiang, Alexia Jorich, 
Jonathan Jumper, Brady Keyser, 
Timothy Kleinfelter, Walaleseh 

Kuopar, Connor Leiby, Zachary 
Malay, Madalyne McGovern, Gar-
rett Miller, Haven Miller, Brandon 
Miller-Rhoads, Trevor Myers, Cristal 
Negron Soto, Vidhi Patel, Antonio 
Pittman, Blake Remsburg, Andrea 
Rivas, Krea Scheaffer, Joseph Spear, 
Isabella Stillo, Mason Stoltzfus, 
China Williams, Jazmyne Windham, 
Matthew Wynkoop, Purni Yonjan, 
Aleesha Zaman, and Noelle Zimmer-
man.

11th grade: Jayden Benner, Wil-
liam Brown, Nathan Burkholder, 
Thais Candelaria Cordova, Levi Ettu, 
Abigail Grimland, Gavin Hickoff, 
Alexis Jefferson, Morgan Klinge-
man, Antonio Koser, Natalie Krupilis, 
Alia Mendez, Ayden Miller, Matthew 
Mitchell, Tiana Noon, Nia Page, 
Jada Paredes, Kira Paredes, Caden 
Prisbe, Kaden Sweeney, and Katie 
Weese.

10th grade: Rylee Barnes, Lucia 
Caretti, Presley Carnes, Makayla 

Claggett, Vincent Corradi, Ashley 
Gamble, Skylar Garza, Sydney 
Garza, Carter Headley, Alice Jiang, 
Patrick McHugh, Caden Paul, Gabri-
ela Przybylski, Tegan Rider, Annalise 
Spagnolo, Benjamin Staker, Mason 
Swartz, Brandon Thomas, Matthew 
Wagner, Maya Wagner, and Doron 
Yospa.

9th grade: Ryleigh Atticks, 
Amaan Azeem, Marquis Beasley, 
John Bell, Amari Betha, Cailey 
Campbell, Triniti Davis, Melanny 
DeLaCruz, Lena Emigh, Tristan 
Handley, Braelan Huber, Jaron Imler, 
Gabriella Jackson, Joseph Korsak, 
Jade Lesisko, Layna Lighty, Isaac 
Lupp, Alyssa Mather, Miranda Nolen, 
Marco Ortiz-Sanchez, Victoria 
Peters, Isaiah Plaunt, Leah Poper-
nack, Dasani Ritter, Ashley Rusnov, 
Alexa Saul, Carlos Schwartz, Bailey 
Snyder, Kiley Stoltzfus, Molly Strite, 
Aidan Torres, Samuel Vargas, and 
Katherine Yoder.

MAHS announces 2nd-quarter honor rolls

Middletown Area High School 
recently announced its Students 
of  the Month for February.

Senior Courtney Shaffer is 
the daughter of  Thomas and 
Christine Shaffer. Courtney 
has earned a place on the honor 
roll throughout her high school 
career. She is a three-time 
Mid-Penn Conference player in 
volleyball as well as a two-time 
Mid-Penn qualifier for track and 
field and an honorary member 
of  the Army Field Band. She 
is involved in many school ac-
tivities such as volleyball, track 
and field, marching and concert 
band, epidemiology, National 
Honor Society, Mini-THON, 
Tri-M Honors Society, pit for the 
musical, Link Crew, and Senior 
Internship. Courtney is a class 
officer and an LCBC Harrisburg 
church youth group leader. She 
plans on going to Lebanon Valley 
College to study exercise science 
and then physical therapy. 

“I am honored to be chosen 
for the February Student of  the 
Month. I would like to thank my 
teachers and family who sup-
ported and pushed me through 
the years,” she said. 

Courtney selected Terri O'Neil 
as her MAHS Teacher of  Influ-
ence. O'Neil teaches health. 

Connor Leiby is the son of  
Gregg and Amy Foltz. He is 
involved in marching band, con-

cert band, jazz 
band, Tri-M 
Honors Soci-
ety, National 
Honor Soci-
ety, fall play 
stage crew, 
and the spring 
musical pit 
orchestra. He 
volunteered 
at Penn State 
Health Milton 
S. Hershey 
Medical Cen-
ter over the 
summer. 

Connor is in 
many other 
bands such as District Band, 
County Band, Region Band, Dis-
trict Jazz Band, and State Jazz 
Band. Connor was selected for 
the first chair alto saxophone for 
the All-State Jazz Band. 

Connor is planning on attend-
ing the Penn State University 
School of  Engineering to major 
in computer science engineering 
and minor in music performance. 

"It is a privilege to be selected 
as Student of  the Month. I would 
like to thank my teachers, family 
and friends for their support of  
my academic success,” he said. 

Connor selected Sam Fisher 
as his MAHS Teacher of  Influ-
ence. Fisher is the MAHS band 
director. 

Shaffer

Leiby

STUDENTS OF THE MONTH

Shaffer, Leiby receive 
monthly MAHS honors

Harrisburg gas prices fell 5.3 
cents per gallon last week, aver-
aging $2.54 Sunday, according to 
GasBuddy's daily survey of  241 

stations. 
Gas prices in Harrisburg are 

22.4 cents per gallon lower than 
a month ago.

Effective immediately, the use 
of  all forms of  tobacco as well as 
vaping and e-cigarettes is banned 
at playgrounds in all state parks.

The ban was announced Friday 
by Pennsylvania Conservation 
and Natural Resources Secretary 
Cindy Adams Dunn, and state 
Health Secretary Rachel Levine.

“Directly in line with our parks’ 
mission of  promoting healthy 
lifestyles, their playgrounds join 
the growing number of  county, 
borough and township park fa-
cilities that embrace the ‘Young 
Lungs at Play’ program and now 
forbid tobacco use,” Dunn said 
in a press release announcing 
the ban. “Our children should 
be guaranteed the right to play in 
clean air and healthy areas that 
are free of  secondhand smoke.”

The ban prohibits all forms of  
tobacco, vaping and e-cigarettes 
within 30 feet of  state park play-
ground facilities.

The state park playground ban 
eliminates children’s exposure 
to secondhand smoke at 135 lo-
cations in the state’s 121 parks.

Signs notifying users of the ban 
are to be installed by Memorial 
Day. However, the ban is effective 
now, DCNR spokesman Terry 
Brady told the Press & Journal.

Violators will be asked to stop 
using tobacco or the other prod-
ucts when near the state park 
playgrounds, Brady said. If  they 
don’t, they will be asked to leave.

Persistent violators could be 
fined, but “the emphasis is on 
education, not punitive action,” 
Brady said.

Tobacco use, vaping banned 
at state park playgrounds

Gasoline prices in area fall 5.3 cents

Old Coaly opens
Old Coaly Pub, 101 E. Main St., 
officially had its grand opening 
on Friday. From left are state 
Rep. Tom Mehaffie, Maria 
Randazzo, Old Coaly owner Max 
Randazzo, newly elected state 
Sen. Dave Arnold and Dauphin 
County Commissioner Mike 
Pries. Randazzo bought the 
property for $500,000 from 
GFD LLC on Oct. 4, according to 
online Dauphin County records. 
It formerly was the location of 
Black Horse Tavern. It also was 
the former Lamp Post Inn, which 
was a staple in town for many 
years until it closed and was sold 
in 2015. Randazzo also owns 
Midtown Pizza.
SUBMITTED PHOTO
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GUIDELINES 
& FEES

CARD OF THANKS, 
IN MEMORIAM 

AND OBITUARIES

Obituaries: 
Notify your funeral director 
that you would like your love 
one’s obituary to appear in the 
Press & Journal.
Fee: 31¢ per word. $5 for 
photo billed through funeral 
home. 

Card of Thanks & 
In Memoriam: 
Contact the Press & Journal 
at 717-944-4628 or email 
pamsmith@pressandjournal.
com. 
Fee: $10 for 45 words or less, 
paid in advance, cash, check 
or charge.

DEADLINE: NOON MONDAY

TO PLACE YOUR BUSINESS 
IN THIS DIRECTORY:

contact the Press And Journal at: 20 S.Union Street, Middletown
E-mail: info@pressandjournal.com       Phone: 717-944-4628

AUTO DEALER
Hondru Auto
2005 South Market Street, 
Elizabethtown
717-367-6644

AUTO SERVICE
Dailey’s Service Station
200 East Main Street, Middletown
717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station
138 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service
231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown
717-944-7154

FLOWERS
Michele Hughes Lutz
Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton 
717-944-5425

HALLMARK CARDS  
& GIFTS
Middletown Pharmacy 
& Gift Shop
436 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1640

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Dale Sinniger & Son Electric
717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring
5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg
717-545-6103

HW Wilson Roofing
2161 North Union Street, Middletown 
717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service
3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown
717-367-3724

INSURANCE
State Farm Insurance
Steve Lane
735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

PRINTING
Press And Journal Publications
Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery
For More Information 
717-944-4628

RESIDENTIAL 
COMMUNITY
Woodland Hills
103 Sage Boulevard, Middletown
717-629-6177

SALON
Sharp Cuts
124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000

Support Your 
Local Businesses

NOTICE
Removal of your winter

cemetery decorations must be 
completed by Friday, February 28th.

MIDDLETOWN CEMETERY ASSOCIATION

Bobby Lee (Bretz) Bright 
MIDDLETOWN

Bobby Lee (Bretz) Bright, 73, of  
Middletown, lost her long, hard 
fight with myelofibrosis on Friday, 
January 31, 2020 at her home, sur-
rounded by her loving family. 

She was born on October 11, 
1946 in Harrisburg and was the 
daughter of  Betty (Welsh) Bretz. 

Bobby was a member of  New Be-
ginnings Church of  Middletown, 
the Piecemakers Quilt Guild, We 
Got You Covered (blanket makers) 
and the Sweet Potato Girls. She 
was an avid quilt maker and loved 
making quilts and blankets for the 
homeless and those in need. 

She was preceded in death by a 
brother, Robert Bretz. 

In addition to her mother, she 
is survived by her loving hus-
band of  52 years, Earl W. Bright 
III; a son, Earl W. Bright IV and 
his wife Karen; a daughter, Lynn 
Ann Bright Brandt and her hus-
band David; five grandchildren, 
Al (Alexa) Bright, Jacob Brandt, 
Zoey Bright, Joshua Brandt, and 
Ella Brandt; two sisters, Rebecca 
Bretz Runyeon and Robin Bretz 
Sloan; and numerous nieces and 
nephews. 

She was a former employee of  
Gingrich Memorials, a former 
director of  Christian Education, 
a Sunday School Teacher and 
Children’s Choir Director. 

She was also an avid supporter 
of  many Middletown Area School 
District Programs. Bobby was 
a longtime supporter of  the 
Middletown Wrestling team and 
was known as their scorekeeper 
and biggest fan and a founding 
member of  the Middletown Wres-
tling Booster Club. She was also 
a member of  the Raider Club and 
served many years in the conces-
sion stand at football games. 

Bobby enjoyed spending the 
summer traveling and looking for 
quilt shops while spending time at 
their camper at Tuckahoe Acres 
with her family and most of  all, 
her grandchildren. 

She was a volunteer for the Mid-
dletown Food Bank and would also 
assist with feeding the Red Cross 
workers during emergencies. 

Lastly, she was a former Scout 
Master for the Cub Scouts. 

Most notably, Bobby would do 
anything for anyone and loved 
everyone unconditionally. If  you 
knew Bobby, this was a given. 

A memorial service was held 
on Saturday, February 8, 2020 at 
WITF, 4801 Lindle Rd., Harris-
burg PA, 17111 at 11 a.m., with the 
Rev. Britt Strohecker officiating. 
Visitation was from 9 a.m. until the 
memorial service at WITF. 

In lieu of  flowers, the family is 
asking that memorial contribu-
tions be made to, Middletown Area 
Alumni Association, P.O. Box 456, 
Middletown, PA 17057 to establish 
a Bright Family Scholarship Fund. 

The family has entrusted the 
Matinchek Funeral Home, 260 E. 
Main St., Middletown, Pa. with the 
funeral arrangements.

Condolences may be sent online 
at www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com.

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR. 
Support your local businesses.

Stephen C. Schaeffer
MIDDLETOWN 

Stephen C. Schaeffer, 74, of  
Middletown, entered into eternal 
rest on Tuesday, February 4, 2020 
at his home surrounded by his 
loving family. 

He was born on December 7, 1945 
in Harrisburg and was the son of  
the late Lloyd and Eileen (Stone) 
Schaeffer. 

Stephen was a former member 
of  the Middletown Moose Lodge 
410 and enjoyed fishing. 

In addition to his parents, he 
was preceded in death by two 
brothers, Dennis Schaeffer and 
Eric Schaeffer.

He is survived by his loving 

wife of  41 years, Louise (Gingrich) 
Schaeffer; two daughters, Evelyn 
Gaumer and Eileen Austin; one 
brother, Tim Schaeffer; four sis-
ters, Andrea Schweigler, Marilyn 
Hake, Adel DeArmond and Carol 
McDonald; and two grandchil-
dren, Brandi Gaumer and Collin 
Rullo.

A memorial service will be held 
on Saturday, February 15, 2020 at 
Valley Baptist Church, Middle-
town, with the Rev. Jerry Cowan 
officiating. 

Burial will be held at the conve-
nience of  the family. 

Memorial contributions may 
be sent in Stephen’s name to the 
Harrisburg Humane Society, 
7790 Grayson Rd., Harrisburg, 
PA 17111.

The family has entrusted the 
care of  the Matinchek Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services 
Inc., Middletown, to handle the 
funeral arrangements. 

Condolences may be sent online 
at wwwmatinchekfuneralhome.
com.

Richard J. Stichter
HERSHEY

Richard J. Stichter, “Chief  
Sticky”, born October 26, 1932 in 
Reading, Pa., passed away Thurs-
day February 6, 2020 at Country 
Meadows of  Hershey, where he 
lived since 2014. 

He was the son of  Julia and 
Herbert Stichter and a graduate 
of  Reading High School class of  
1950. He was predeceased in 2015 
by Dolores, his high school sweet-
heart and wife of  63 years. 

He is survived by children Joyce 
(Robert) Kopko of  Hummelstown, 
Pa., Richard (Cynthia) Stichter of  
Blythewood, S.C., Nancy Stichter 
of  Harrisburg, Pa. and Anne 
Davidson of  Fawn Grove, Pa.; six 
grandchildren, Janel Griffith, 
Nicole (Christopher) Mcmilian, 
Kimberly (Jason) Miller, Kristen 
(Mark) Nelson, Erin (Josh) Moore, 
and Sean (Kasey) Davidson; and 
five great-grandchildren.

He enjoyed gardening, was an 
avid fisherman and hunter, loved 
cheese (“I am like a rat to cheese”), 
but above all he loved his family. 

A U.S. Air Force veteran of  the 
Korean War and a USAF/PaAng 
supporter during the Vietnam 
War, he retired as a Chief  Master 
Sergeant after 37+ years. He en-
listed on October 26, 1949 at the 
age of  17 yrs. and one day, with 
his parents permission, into the 
148th Fighter Squadron, proceed-
ing through the 140th Aeromedical 
Squadron, 193rd Supply Squadron, 
193rd Civil Engineering, and the 
201 CE (Red Horse) Squadron at 
Fort Indiantown Gap. He was also 
employed 10 years at the U.S. Navy 
Fleet Material Support Office, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 

He was a member of  Seven 
Sorrows Blessed Virgin Mary, a 
3rd degree member of  Council 
3501 Middletown, and 4th degree 
member of  Bishop Shanahan 
Council Knights of  Columbus. 
He was a 45-year active member 
of  American Legion Post 594, 
life member of  VFW Post 6704, 
member of  Wounded Warrior 
Project, Air Force Sergeants As-
sociation, life member of  148th 
Fighter Squadron Association, 
member of  the National Active 
and Retired Federal Employee As-
sociation, and past member of  the 
Junior Volunteer Fire Company in 
Reading, Pa. 

The family wishes to extend 
its gratitude and appreciation to 
the staff at Country Meadows of  
Hershey and the staff of  Grane 
Hospice, especially his nurse 
Michelle and his personal care 
assistant Alex. 

A Mass of  Christian Burial will 
be celebrated on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 12, 2020 at 11 a.m. at Seven 
Sorrows of  the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Catholic Church, 280 N. Race 
St., Middletown, Pa., with the Rev. 
Fr. Ted Keating as celebrant. There 
was a viewing from 7 to 8 p.m. 
on Tuesday, February 11, 2020 at 
Matinchek Funeral Home, 260 E. 
Main St., Middletown, Pa. There 
is a viewing from 10 a.m. until the 
time of  the service on Wednesday 
at the church. 

Interment will be at Gethsemane 
Cemetery, Reading, Pa. at 12:30 
p.m. on Thursday, February 13, 
2020. 

Donations in his memory may 
be made to Pennsylvania Wound-
ed Warriors, Inc, 117 Country 
Club Road, Camp Hill, PA 17011 
or to Seven Sorrows BVM Church, 
280 Race Street, Middletown, PA 
17057.

The family has entrusted the 
care of  the Matinchek Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services 
Inc., Middletown to handle the 
funeral arrangements. 

Dorothy W. Sterner
FORMERLY OF HERSHEY 

Dorothy W. Sterner, 98, formerly 
of  Hershey, passed away Friday, 
February 7, 2020 at Frey Village, 
Middletown.

Born June 27, 1921 in Middle-
town, she was a daughter of  the 
late Charles and Ruth (Attick) 
Walmer. She was widowed since 
February 1993 after 50 years of  
marriage to her high school sweet-
heart Robert L. Sterner Sr. and 
also preceded in death by sisters 
Rachel Hersch and Gladys Lock-
ard and brother Leon Walmer.

Surviving are her son Robert 
Jr., husband of  Jean Sterner of  St. 
Peters Village; daughter Marilyn, 
wife of  Jeoffry Grove of  Eliza-
bethtown; and  grandchildren 
Robert Sterner of  Elizabethtown, 
Christopher Sterner of  Canoga 
Park, California, Jeffrey Grove 
of  Schaefferstown, and Jessica 
Brinck of  Harrisburg.

A 1939 graduate of  Middletown 
High School, Dottie worked at 
Olmsted Air Force Base and re-
tired from the Dauphin County 
Courthouse.  She was a mem-
ber of  St. Peter’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Middletown 
and volunteered at the Hershey 
Medical Center, Frey Village and 
the Hummelstown Food Bank. A 
4-H and Girl Scout Leader, she 
was a member of  the Sand Hill 
Farm Women.  Dottie enjoyed 
sewing, knitting and reading, all 
of  which she was unable to do in 
her later years due to macular 
degeneration.

A service was held at 10 a.m. 
on Tuesday, February 11, 2020 at 
Grand View Memorial Park, 500 
North Weber Street, Annville.

In lieu of  flowers, contributions 
may be made to the Hershey 
Medical Center Department of  
Ophthalmology, Macular Degen-
eration Research, P.O. Box 852, 
Hershey, PA 17033.

Share condolences at BuseFu-
neralHome.com.

Lucille L. Dimeler
MIDDLETOWN

Lucille L. Dimeler, 94, of  Middle-
town, formerly of  Royalton, en-
tered into eternal rest on Sunday, 
February 9, 2020 at the Elizabeth-
town Nursing and Rehab Center. 

She was born on July 28, 1925 
in Royalton and was the daughter 
of  the late Samuel and Margaret 
(Bell) Fallinger. 

Lucille was a member of  the 
former Emmanuel United Meth-
odist Church, Middletown as well 
as a former member of  the United 
Methodist Women. She enjoyed 
cooking and spending precious 
time with her family, especially 
her children and grandchildren. 

In addition to her parents, she 
was preceded in death by her 
husband, Lawrence Dimeler and 

11 siblings. 
Lucille is survived by her lov-

ing children, Brenda Luttrell 
and her husband Douglas of  
Elizabethtown, Lawrence Dimeler 
III of  Middletown, and Ralph 
Dimeler and his wife Jennifer of  
Londonderry Township; seven 
grandchildren, Alexx Dimeler, 
Laura Nemo, Jen Brockway, Doug 
Luttrell Jr., Scott Dimeler, Josh 
Dimeler, and Kate Bilger; eight 
great-grandchildren; and several 
nieces, nephews and cousins. 

A tribute to her life will be held 
on Friday, February 14, 2020 at 11 
a.m. at Middletown First Church 
of  God, 245 W. High St., Middle-
town, with the Rev. Kimberly 
Shifler officiating. Viewing will be 
from 10 a.m. until the time of  the 
service on Friday at the church. 

Burial will be in Middletown 
Cemetery. 

In lieu of  flowers, the family has 
requested that memorial contribu-
tions in Lucille’s name be sent to 
the Middletown First Church of  
God, 245 W. High St., Middletown, 
PA 17057. Condolences may be sent 
online at www.matinchekfuneral-
home.com. 

Betty Snyder
HIGHSPIRE 

Betty (Zettlemoyer) Snyder, 95, 
of  Highspire, Pa., entered into eter-
nal rest on Sunday, February 9, 
2020, at the Middletown Home. She 
was born on May 6, 1924 in Milton, 
Pa., the daughter of  Katherine and 
Harvey Zettlemoyer. 

Betty graduated from Milton 
High School in 1942 and was 
employed in the office of  Chef  
Boyardee Foods. She married her 
loving husband Eugene Snyder 
in 1944, and moved to Highspire 
following World War II, where 
they resided their entire married 
lives. Betty worked as a secretary 
and bookkeeper for her husband’s 
construction business. She was 
a woman of  faith, and taught 
Sunday school for over 25 years. 
She was a member of  Trinity 

Lutheran Church. Betty enjoyed 
working with flowers, decorating, 
dabbling in poetry, and especially 
entertaining with her husband in 
their mountain retreat, the joy of  
their lives.

In addition to her parents she is 
preceded in death by her husband 
Eugene, sisters Dorothy Neitz, 
Elizabeth Diffenderfer, Josephine 
Ream and Cleota Baker, and broth-
ers Charles, Theodore, Raymond, 
Lewis and Robert Zettlemoyer.

Betty is survived by a loving 
son, Dennis E.; several grandchil-
dren and great- grandchildren, 
Gregory, Konnie, Kaitlin and 
Savanna; and many loving nieces 
and nephews.

In lieu of  flowers memorial 
contributions can be made in her 
memory to the ALS Association, 
321 Norristown Rd., #260, Ambler, 
PA 19002.

Arrangements have been en-
trusted to the Fager-Finkenbinder 
Funeral Home & Crematory, Inc., 
208 N. Union St., Middletown, PA 
17057.  

Memories and condolences may 
be shared at www.Finkenbinder-
Family.com.

ARE YOU A NON-PROFIT?
Place your event on our free community calendar.

Go to: pressandjournal.com
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PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

PRINT&WEB 
$10 (yard sales) 
$25 (commercial)

Legal & Public Notices 
call or email for pricing

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

 VACATIONS

 EMPLOYMENT

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured
for Your

Protection 
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating

Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

HE
LP

 W
AN

TE
D Now Accepting

Applications For:

DISHWASHER
Must be available weekends;  

Apply in-person

1 N. Union St., 
Middletown
EOE

FULL-TIME

 ADOPTIONS
ADOPTION: Loving dads 

wanting to adopt newborn; 
unconditional love and a 
life of opportunity awaits. 
Expenses paid. 845-260-1314, 
dadsadopt@gmail.com, www.
thomasjordanadopt.com

AUTOMOTIVE
For sale: Four new 14x6 

aluminum wheels. Ford 5-bolt, 
4-1/2” pattern, $75 each, OBO. 
Call 717-944-4628, Monday-
Friday 9 a.m.-4 p.m., ask for 
Joe. (1/22TF)

 EMPLOYMENT
AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 

Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial 
aid for qualified students – 
Career placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 877-207-0345

 MISCELLANEOUS

A PLACE FOR MOM: The 
nation’s Largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! Our 
service is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-855-400-1032

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today, 
15% off and 0% financing for 
those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
569-3087

 WANTED TO BUY
Freon Wanted: We pay 

CA$H for cylinders and 
cans. R12 R500 R11 R113 
R114. Convenient. Certified 
Professionals. Call 312-815-
1973 or visit RefrigerantFinders.
com

 WANTED
Donate your car, truck or 

van. Help veterans find jobs or 
start a business. Call Patriotic 
Hearts Foundation. Fast, FREE 
pick-up. Max tax-deduction. 
Operators are standing by! Call 
1-866-990-1557

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Estate of: SMALL, KAREN S. A/K/A 
A. SMALL, KAREN SUE. Late of the 
Township of Derry, County of Dauphin 
and Commonwealth of PA.

Executor: Steven E. Fulton, c/o 
Nikolaus & Hohenadel, LLP, 222 S. 
Market St., Suite, 201, Elizabethtown, 
PA 17022

Attorney: Jeffrey S. Shank, Esq.

#118 0129-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Letters Testamentary on the Estate 
of Linda B. Stoe, late of Londonderry 
Township, Dauphin County, Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania, deceased 
(died on January 13, 2020 having been 
granted to the undersigned, all persons 
indebted to said estate are requested 
to make immediate payment and those 
having claims will present them for 
settlement to:

 Anna-Malin Angelo
 2059 Reservoir Drive
 Middletown, PA 17057
Or to:
Peter R. Henninger, Jr., Esq.
Jones & Henninger, P.C.
339 W. Governor Rd., Ste. 201
Hershey, PA 17033

#122 0129-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
LETTERS TESTAMENTARY in the 

Estate of ROBERT A. CARUSO, 
AIK/A ROBERT A. CARUSO, SR. late 
of Susquehanna Township, Dauphin 
County, Pennsylvania, deceased, 
(December 28, 2019) having been 
granted to the undersigned, all persons 
indebted to said Estate are requested 
to make immediate payment, and those 
having claims to present the same 
without delay to:

Robert A. Caruso, Jr., Executor
55 Steeplechase Drive
Doylestown, P A 18901
OR:
Gregory M. Kerwin, Esquire
Kerwin & Kerwin, LLP
Attorneys at Law
4245 State Route 209
Elizabethville, P A 17023
(717) 362-3215

#124 0205-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice

Borough of Royalton

NOTICE is hereby given, the AUDI-
TORS for the Borough of Royalton have 
scheduled the following dates for the 
purpose of conducting  the annual audit 
for the year ending 12/31/19.  

Dates are as follows:
February 26, 2020- 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
February 27, 2020- 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
The audit will be conducted at 

the Royalton Borough Offices, 101 
Northumberland Street, Royalton, PA.

                                      
Borough of Royalton
Gwynn Topper, Chairperson
 

#125 0212-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com PUBLIC NOTICE

ESTATE NOTICE
Letters Of Administration In the Estate 

of Earl J. Gallagher, Jr., of Middletown 
Borough, Dauphin County, Pennsylva-
nia, deceased, having been granted to 
the undersigned, all persons indebted 
to the said Estate are requested to 
make payment and those having claims 
to present the same without delay to:

Administratrix:
Charity Gallagher
221 Adelia Street
Middletown, PA 17057
Or to:
Attorney: Elizabeth B. Place, Esquire
SkarlatosZomorich, LLC
320 Market Street, Suite 600W
Harrisburg, PA 17101

#126 0212 - 3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
EXECUTOR’S NOTICE

Estate of Janice M. Westenheffer, 
Late of West Hanover Township, Dau-
phin County, PA. Letters Testamentary 
on said estate having been granted to 
the undersigned, all persons indebted 
thereto are requested to make immedi-
ate payment, and those having claims 
or demands against same, will present 
them without delay for settlement to 
the undersigned at the Law Offices 
of Craig A. Diehl, 3464 Trindle Road, 
Camp Hill, PA 17011.

Robert A. Westenheffer 
Executor
Craig A. Diehl, Esquire, CPA
Attorney

#127 0212 - 3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Letters Testamentary on the Estate 
of Clyde A. Rabuck, Deceased, late 
of Lower Swatara Township, Dauphin 
County, Pennsylvania, having been 
granted to the undersigned, all persons 
indebted to said estate are requested 
to make immediate payments, and 
those having claims will present them 
for settlement to:

Tyler Scott Rabuck C/O
John S. Davidson, Esquire
Yost & Davidson
P.O. Box 437
Hershey, PA 17033

#128 0212 - 3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
Letters Testamentary were granted 
to Maria A. Brodnick, in the Estate of 
Helen A. Brodnick late of the Borough 
of Steelton, Dauphin County, Pennsyl-
vania, who died on January 20, 2020.  
All persons indebted to the said Estate 
are required to make payment, and 
those having claims or demands to 
present the same without delay to the 
Personal Representative or attorney 
named below:

Maria A. Brodnick
2900 S. Third Street
Steelton, PA 17113
Or
Jean D. Seibert, Esquire
CALDWELL & KEARNS, PC
3631 North Front Street
Harrisburg, PA 17110

#129 0212-3T 
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the Lower Swatara Township Board of 
Commissioners and Municipal Author-
ity will hold a Special Joint Meeting 
on Wednesday, February 19, 2020 at 

6:20 P.M.  Purpose of the Special Joint 
Meeting is to discuss MS4 (Municipal 
Separate Storm Sewer Systems) 
issues, as well as any other pertinent 
business that may arise.  The meeting 
will be held at the Township Building, 
located at 1499 Spring Garden Drive, 
Middletown, PA.   

By:   Betsy McBride
 Township Manager 

  
#130 0212-1T

www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCHEDULE OF 2020 

REGULAR MEETINGS
OF THE

HIGHSPIRE BOROUGH 
AUTHORITY

Regular meetings of the Highspire 
Borough Authority for the year 2020 will 
be held on the third Thursday of each 
month.  The following are the meeting 
dates: January 16, 2020

February 20, 2020
March 19, 2020
April 16, 2020
May 21, 2020
June 18, 2020
July 16, 2020
August 20, 2020
September 17, 2020
October 15, 2019
November 19, 2020
December 17, 2020
Authority meetings will be held in 

the Council Chambers at the Borough 
Hall, 640 Eshelman Street, Highspire, 
PA 17034, commencing promptly at 
7:00 P.M.

Robert L. Gross
Chief Clerk

#131 0212-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

 MISCELLANEOUS

Opportunities for 
Building Installers 

& Concreters

Serving our 
Customers for 

  35 Years

 
Pole Building specialists

The

24’ x 24’ x 10’
2 - 9’ x 7’ Garage Doors
1 - 3’ Service Door

30’ x 40’ x 10’
1 - 10’ x 10’ Sliding Door

1 - 3’ Service Door

www.FettervilleSales.com(800) 275-8245

$7,995
$10,995

PA Lisc. #129608

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

What about moving fifth-grad-
ers to Middletown Area Middle 
School? 

This suggestion was proposed 
during a January Middletown 
Area School District school 
board meeting where members 
discussed what the district should 
do with its elementary schools, 
facing a need for renovations at 
Kunkel and Fink and a projected 
enrollment increase.

“So, if  you do the math, it makes 
it look at face value that this is 
an easy slam dunk. You just put 
those kids in there and all is well, 
but that’s why we had to get in 
the weeds because it’s not that 
simple,” MASD Superintendent 
Lori Suski said during a Feb. 4 
board meeting. 

Assistant to the Superinten-
dent Chelton Hunter said moving 
fifth grade to MAMS would max 
out the capacity of  the building. 

Plus, Suski said it would dis-
place special education students 
at the school, and more staff  
would have to be hired to cover 
the creative arts and special edu-
cation. 

“Your fifth-graders too are 
going to have to mature a year 

ahead of  time because now they 
don’t have a recess to run off the 
extra energy and different things 
like that,”  board member Melvin 
Fager Jr. said.

The school has a capacity of  
932 students, and Suski said the 
middle school is designed for 
sixth, seventh and eighth grades 
to have nine classrooms each. 

Currently, each grade level oc-
cupies about seven classrooms.

Hunter said the incoming fifth-
grade class this fall would be 
made up of  201 students and need 
nine classrooms. Adding these 
students would increase the total 
school enrollment to 893 students 
(219 sixth-graders, 249 seventh-
graders and 224 eighth-graders). 

Hunter said moving fifth grade 
would require teachers and some 
staff to move to different sections 
of  the building. 

The school would be at 90 
percent capacity, and in coming 
years, that capacity is projected to 
increase to 95 percent, Suski said. 

“ [ A r c h i t e c t s  C r a b t r e e, 
Rohrbaugh and Associates] be-
lieve that educationally once you 
hit 90, you really start to impact 
education because kids are, as 
you said, kind of  squeezed into 
these spaces, and we know that 
middle-schoolers need a lot of  

space to move about and that it’s 
not sometimes a good idea to have 
so many all together, clustered in 
one area,” Suski said.

The district has been discuss-
ing redoing MAMS’ schedule, 
which might include hiring 
additional staff. If  fifth grade is 
added, Hunter said the new staff 
members wouldn’t have full-sized 
classrooms, and would lack space 
to do some of  the support work 
that they do at the middle school.

What about the creative arts? 
Suski said elementary physical 
education, art, music and library 
teachers would have to be “im-
ported” up to the middle school.

“That’s never going to fly in 
terms of  coordination of  sched-
ules,” Suski said.

The district would have to hire 
at least four new teachers to cover 
the creative arts and for special 
education, she said. Plus, there’s 
only one art room, gym and music 
room at MAMS, which Suski said 
also would be an issue. 

Many of  the district’s special 
education students at MAMS 
would be displaced. Director 
of  Special Education Krystal 
Palmer said there are regulations 
on how many square feet per stu-
dent is needed in a classroom and 
where the classrooms are located.

Moving fifth-graders to 
MAMS ruled out as option 
to handle district growth

 FREE EXCHANGE
 FOR OUR SUBSCRIBERS

FREE - Toy Trucker and 
Wheels of Time magazines. Call 
717-944-3855.

FREE - Three piece living 
room furniture: Love seat, 
couch and chair. Call 717-944-
1682.

$36.6 million. 
• Hybrid option: Convert 

Kunkel and Fink to neighbor-
hood schools with kindergarten 
through third grade, convert 
Reid to fourth and fifth grade, 
comprehensive renovations to 
Kunkel and Fink, additions to 
Fink, and minor renovations to 
Reid. This construction cost is 
estimated from $33.4 million to 
$36.3 million.

In an email to the Press & Jour-
nal, Suski said she planned to 
present the results of  the survey 
at a school board meeting Feb. 18. 
During that meeting, Suski said 
she also planned to present her 
recommendation and have Deci-
sionInsite, which completed an 
enrollment study for the district, 
on the phone in case school board 
members had any questions. 

She doesn’t anticipate that the 
school board will vote on an op-
tion on Feb. 18, but she said she 
was hopeful that they may make 
a decision in March. 

When any changes would be 
completed depends on what op-
tion the board selects. If  the board 
opts for the center-based model, 
Suski estimated (based on the 
high school project) it would take 
at least a year to design a school 
and another two to construct it, 
meaning the earliest a new school 
would be opened is 2023-2024. 

A center-based model means 
all elementary students in one 
or more grades are all housed in 
one building, regardless of  where 
they live in the district.

Keeping and renovating the 
neighborhood schools or a hybrid 
option could have a shorter con-
struction timeframe, although 
Suski said she didn’t anticipate 
that anything would be done prior 
to at least 2023. 

The district surveyed residents 
last February, and results indi-
cated that 60 percent of  the 652 
respondents favored the current 
model and 40 percent favored a 
center-based model. 

“I was really trying to make it 
as clear a possible because I know 
the feedback we got from the last 
survey was we were taking it 
for granted that the jargon that 
was being used was jargon that 
everybody understood outside 
of  education circles,” Suski said 
during the Feb. 4 school board 
meeting.  

The survey that went live 
Thursday is similar to one given 
recently to elementary teachers, 
staff and administrators. Results 
were presented at the Jan. 21 
school board meeting. 

Staff members were asked to 
rank nine guiding principles for 
the district on a scale of  one to 
four. The principles covered cur-
riculum and program consisten-
cy, how instruction is delivered, 
building security, classroom 
size, fiscal responsibility, what 

the facilities should be equipped 
with, student transportation ef-
ficiency, and how frequently a 
student should change schools 
in their career. 

Eighty-five people who worked 
at Fink, Kunkel and Reid respond-
ed to the survey, and 54 percent 
of  those respondents said the 
center-based model best matched 
the principles, 25 percent said the 
hybrid model matched, and 21 
percent selected the neighbor-
hood school model.

During the Feb. 4 meeting, 
Suski said the new survey results 
will come with a caveat: What if  
results don’t show strong support 
for any option?

“Then this board is going to be 
put in a situation where you’re 
going to have to consider that the 
constituents have spoken, but you 
are the elected body to make that 
decision and you have been privy 
to all this information and have 
studied this in great detail over 
the last year and a half. When 
something happens with the 
buildings, ultimately the board 
has to do what it needs to do,” 
Suski said.

Kunkel, Fink need renovations
Crabtree, Rohrbaugh and 

Associates and DecisionInsite 
told Suski that the district has 
grown faster over the last three 
years compared to the five that 
proceeded it. 

DecisionInsite’s study says 
about 536 new homes will be 
constructed within the district 
— a majority of  them in Wood-
land Hills. That could bring in a 
conservative estimate of  301 new 
students into the district by 2028. 

Woodland Hills is to be de-
veloped over 10 phases and  
eventually include 440 housing 
units — 150 apartments, 125 

townhouses, 119 single-family 
detached homes, and 46 duplexes, 
according to plans submitted to 
Middletown borough. It is located 
off North Union Street across the 
road from the high school, middle 
school and Reid.

“So, do we believe that depend-
ing on the grade level that those 
students can be absorbed into our 
buildings? Yes, but we also know 
that we have parents who believe 
that class sizes in some locations 
are a little high,” Suski said.

Some teachers, during dis-
cussions about changes to the 
Middletown Area Middle School 
schedule, said they felt 28 to 30 
students in a creative arts class 
is high, Suski said. 

In an email, Suski explained 
that the enrollment at each of  the 
elementary schools is projected 
to peak in different years, and the 
students could be temporarily 
relocated from one school to an-
other to balance the enrollment 
during peak times. That’s how 
the district currently handles 
overcrowding in a grade, she said. 

The reason the district started 
these discussions is because 
Kunkel needed renovations to its 
mechanical system, she told the 
school board.

According to an October pre-
sentation to the school board, 
renovations at Kunkel could 
range from $11.5 to $12.4 million 
and at Fink renovations could be 
$8 million to $8.6 million. 

“The reason [Crabtree] put 
the different options out there is 
so that you can say, ‘Well, if  I’m 
going to spend X million dollars 
to renovate these two buildings, 
for a little bit more millions dol-
lars, I can build one new building 
instead of  having two that I’m 
piecemealing to get them to where 
they need to be,’” Suski said.

SURVEY: Community has chance to speak again
From page 1

PRESS & JOURNAL FILE PHOTOS

Fink Elementary School, top, and Kunkel Elementary School, bottom, are 
in need of renovations.

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Licensed Electricians  •  Fully Insured

40 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Free Estimates • 944-3419 or 944-6766

DALE A. SINNIGER & SON

•New & Old Wiring
•Code Updates
•Phone & TV  
  Cable Wiring
•Electric Heat
•Electric Smoke 
  Detectors
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Honoring area grads from:

Whether youʼre 
family, friends or 
businesses, show 
your pride for them 
with a full-color 
tribute ad in the Press 
& Journalʼs annual 
special section. 

In your own words, 
wish them best 
of luck, include 
inspirational quotes 
or feature graduation 
or baby photos — 
make it your own! 

717-944-4628 &
maxineetter@pressandjournal.com

ADS SMALLER THAN ACTUAL SIZE

samples:

Contact
Maxine Etter:

Piper Jude
We’re so proud of you. 
Good luck at State!Love,

Mom & Dad

Congrats, Class of 2020!

“ Education is the key to unlock the 
golden door of freedom.”

— GEORGE WASHINGTON CARVER

KOTCHER ARCHITECTS

For Your Sweetheart
Michele Hughes Lutz 
Creations with You in Mind

131 dock street, middletown
(717) 944-5425

Special
CASH & CARRY: 

$25
Special valentine’s hours:

feb. 11-13: 9 - 7; feb. 14: 9 - 6

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-5; 
Sat. 9-3; Sun. Closed 

For Your SweetheartFor Your SweetheartFor Your Sweetheart
Michele Hughes Lutz Michele Hughes Lutz Michele Hughes Lutz Michele Hughes Lutz Michele Hughes Lutz 
Creations with You in MindCreations with You in Mind
Michele Hughes Lutz 
Creations with You in Mind
Michele Hughes Lutz Michele Hughes Lutz 
Creations with You in Mind
Michele Hughes Lutz 

Ooh La Ombre 
Bouquet

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

There were more than three 
times more traffic citations, non-
traffic citations and warnings is-
sued by Lower Swatara Township 
police in 2019 compared to 2018.

There were a total of  2,145 traf-
fic and non-traffic citations and 
warnings issued in 2019 compared 
to 604 issued in 2018, according to 
figures provided to the Press & 
Journal by Lower Swatara Police 
Chief  Jeff Vargo. 

Vargo, who started at the depart-
ment in the beginning of  2019, at-
tributes the increase to hiring two 
new officers in 2019, starting foot 
and bike patrols and participating 
in two new traffic initiatives. 

The ultimate goal is to reduce 

the number of  
crashes, Vargo 
said.

“Our job is 
to make the 
roadway safe 
whether that 
be through a 
written warn-
ing or citation. 
Our job is to educate motorists,” 
Vargo said. 

The number of  calls for service 
for the department increased from 
6,055 in 2018 to 8,049 in 2019.

A total of  467 cases were opened 
in 2019, and the police department 
made 307 arrests, which is an in-
crease from 264 in 2018.

Those calls could be foot patrols, 
which the department put an 
emphasis on in 2019, Vargo said. 

When the initiative kicked off in 
early 2019, Vargo told the Press & 
Journal that he asked the officers 
to do a foot patrol once a shift and 
patrol either a neighborhood of  
their choice or one that may be 
experiencing a higher level of  
incidents. 

The officers later added bike 
patrols, too. While on patrol, the 
officers handed out baseball cards 
with the officers’ information for 
kids to collect.

Vargo said one of  the depart-
ment’s goals was to increase the 
visibility of  the department in 
residential areas. 

“I think we’ve been successful,” 
he said.

Vargo said the greatest increase 
was in traffic contact. 

In 2019, there were 970 traffic 

citations, 75 non-traffic citations 
and 1,100 warnings compared to 
290 traffic citations, 60 non-traffic 
citations, and 254 warnings in 
2018. There were also more DUI 
arrests — 46 in 2019 compared to 
35 in 2018.

He attributed it in part to the 
department starting to participate 
in two campaigns through the 
National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration called “Buckle 
Up” and “Aggressive Driving.”

Enforcement through these pro-
grams is grant-funded and takes 
place in specific waves throughout 
the year — October to November, 
March to April and July to October 
for aggressive driving and during 
Memorial Day and Thanksgiving 
for buckle up.

“The increase in traffic cita-

tions is a direct reflection on our 
participation in programs like 
buckle up and aggressive driving,” 
Vargo said.

In 2020, Vargo plans to continue 
to participate in the aggressive 

driving and buckle up initiatives 
and focus on being visible in the 
community and community rela-
tion initiatives like Coffee With 
A Cop, National Night Out, and 
handing out the baseball cards.

Vargo

Number of police citations triples in Lower Swatara

Brown, but Brown spit in his face 
and drove off with the baby in the 
car but without the woman, ac-
cording to police.

Police put out an alert asking 
for the public’s help in locating the 
stolen minivan. Police units from 
elsewhere in Dauphin County and 
in Cumberland and Lancaster 
counties joined the search, accord-
ing to arrest papers. 

Inside the minivan when Brown 
drove off was about $400 in cash, 
the victim’s prescription medica-
tions, and her cellphone. 

Police got the cellphone number 
from the victim, and used this to 
track the minivan to a McDonald’s 
parking lot on North Front Street 
in Harrisburg, where a city police 
officer approached Brown as he 
was walking across the lot.

As another officer stayed with 
the minivan to rescue the child, 
police from numerous agencies 
chased Brown on foot to Interstate 
81 near the 6th Street bridge.

According to arrest papers, 
Brown reached into his waistband, 
and an officer could be heard on the 
county radio system yelling that 
Brown might be going for a gun.

Brown was then taken into cus-
tody without incident, according 
to police.

He was arraigned before Judy on 
Sunday morning and charged with 
strangulation, two felony counts 
of  aggravated assault including 
one involving a victim younger 
than 13, endangering the welfare 
of  children, theft by unlawful tak-
ing, robbery of  a motor vehicle, 
and interfering with the custody 
of  children.

Police said that the child had 
been in the woman’s custody  
since Jan. 8, when Middletown 
police had charged Brown with 
possession of  marijuana and use/
possession of  drug paraphernalia.

Besides these charges, Brown 
was also already on probation in 
Lancaster County, according to 
arrest papers. 

Brown is now being held in Dau-

phin County Prison on $50,000 bail, 
according to online court records. 
His preliminary hearing is set for 
Feb. 19 before Judy.

Police said that when the mini-
van was found in the McDonald’s 
parking lot, besides the child police 
also found in the vehicle David 
Smith, a Harrisburg man who 
was arrested on an outstanding 
warrant. He was processed and 
released.

Cash and a “large amount” of  
marijuana was found on Smith, 
police said. 

Police found an empty pill bottle 
in the minivan, but none of  the 
victim’s prescription medications.

According to arrest papers, a 
Susquehanna Township police 
officer went into the McDonald’s 
and brought out warm water to 
feed the infant, who was described 
as “cold and hungry.”

A Middletown police officer gave 
the woman $20 and a Sheetz gift 
card, as the minivan was on empty 
and she had no money, police said.

Besides Harrisburg police, area 

police units that assisted Middle-
town in the case included State Po-
lice, Lower Swatara and Swatara 
township police, and police from 
Harrisburg International Airport, 
according to arrest papers and a 
post on the Middletown borough 
Crimewatch site.

Indianapolis and two anticipated 
facilities in Tacoma, Washington, 
and Ontario, California. 

According to Wolf’s office, UPS 
received a funding proposal from 
the Department of  Community 
and Economic Development, in-
cluding $2.7 million in job cre-

ation tax credits, $5.6 million in 
infrastructure and facilities im-
provement program funding, and 
$659,400 in grants for workforce 
training and development. 

“With a foundation of  longevity 
and rich history, UPS is a company 
that is still growing at a rapid rate, 
serving the needs of  people in all 
corners of  the commonwealth 

on a daily basis. Our investment 
in this global company will not 
only ensure that customers across 
Pennsylvania will continue to re-
ceive the service they expect, but 
also local communities will benefit 
from the combined creation and 
retention of  thousands of  good-
paying, full-time jobs,” Wolf  said 
in the release. 

UPS: Lower Swatara location will be ‘superhub’
From page 1

the Pennsylvania Gaming Control 
Board, a VGT is similar to a slot 
machine, and it only accepts cash.

The maximum bet is $5 with a 
maximum payout of  $1,000, and 
any winnings are paid through a 
redemption machine. 

Reed said the law allows for 
placement of  up to five terminals 
at qualifying locations. 

According to the control board, 
a VGT can be located only in truck 
stops that meet specific criteria, in-
cluding being equipped with diesel 
islands for commercial vehicles. It 
must have sold an average of  50,000 
gallons of  diesel or biodiesel every 
month for the past 12 months and 
is projected to do the same, have at 
least 20 parking spots for commer-
cial vehicles, have a convenience 
store, be a Pennsylvania Lottery 
sales agent, and be located on not 
less than 3 acres of  land. 

The Londonderry site has 
already received conditional li-
censure from the Pennsylvania 
Gaming Control Board, which 
Reed said means it met all of  the 
requirements in order to receive 

a gaming license to operate VGTs. 
“The license has not been issued 

because the room is not ready to 
operate. The store cannot cur-
rently host video gaming termi-
nals. The license is not issued until 
after the gaming control board 
has come on site, done its final 
inspections and gives the green 
light for the games to be turned 
on,” Reed said.

Rutter’s has 10 truck stops with 
video gaming terminals, including 
in Hamburg, York, Wrightsville, 
Duncansville, Mifflintown, York 
Springs and New Cumberland, ac-
cording to a Pennsylvania Control 

Board file, and there were 21 video 
gaming terminals at truck stops 
as of  Jan. 8. 

Reed said by the end of  the 
month, Rutter’s will have 13 loca-
tions, including one in Duncan-
non. 

The gaming room would be 
in the front, so employees at the 
counter could see it, Reed said. 
Although not required, Reed said 
there will be a door to the room  
to prevent minors from entering 
because only people 21 and older 
are permitted inside. 

There will be cameras, and Reed 
said the feed will go to the Pennsyl-
vania Gaming Control Board and 
Penn National Casino.

He said the Londonderry store 
also plans to expand its freezer 
and dining area. 

Regulations require a licensed 
gaming employee be on site while 
the room is open. The employee 
will undergo the same FBI back-
ground check, licensing and 
training as a casino employee, 
Reed said.

The intent is for the room to be 
open 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week, Reed said.

ANSWERS  |  PUZZLES ON 10

POLICE: Man drove off with 2-month-old, police chased him on foot
From page 1

VGT: Video gaming terminals planned for Rutter’s
From page 1 “The license is not issued 

until after the gaming 
control board has come 
on site, done its final 
inspections and gives the 
green light for the games 
to be turned on.”

Rutter’s attorney Christopher 
Reed

Reserve your Luxury Townhome NOW • 3 models priced 217k to 250k  
3 BD, 2 ½ BA • 1,539, 1,776 & 1,850 sq ft • all with walkout lower levels  

9 ft ceilings on main floor • 2 car garages •  natural gas heat • composite decks  
easy access to greater Harrisburg • Hershey (6 mi.) •  Penn State Hbg (1 mi.)  

www.CBBurkholderHomes.com            CALL TODAY  717-629-6177 

Sales Center at 101 Sage Boulevard, (off N. Union St/441, directly 
across from the entrance to Middletown Area HS) 

Monday-Friday 10-5, Saturday 1-4  (closed 4th Sat.) 

Middletown’s new home destination 

LOWER SWATARA VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY

LowerSwataraFire.com • 1350 Fulling Mill Road, Middletown

Monthly Dinner:
Sunday, February 16th • 11 am - SOLD OUT

*STUFFED CHICKEN BREAST*
Mashed Potatoes, Vegetables, 

Dessert, Coffee & Soda

EAT-IN OR TAKEOUT • ADULTS $12 • CHILDREN $6

$2 OFF 
DINNER

*

 
WITH THIS COUPON

EXP. 2/16/2020 LSVFD
*ONE DINNER
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Call (717) 533-8999Call ( 999

Be Our Valentine

1190 West Chocolate Avenue, Hummelstown • Dafnos.com
Monday - Saturday 11 am - 10 pm. Closed Sundays.

We are now accepting reservations 
Thursday, February 13th - Saturday, February 15th.

Special Valentine’s Day Menu

on In-Stock Leftover Wood & 
Pellet Stoves!

1865 Horseshoe Pike • Annville
1½ Miles East of Campbelltown (Rt. 322)

www.northforgeheating.com

(717) 867-1744 PA06447

In-Stock Only. While Supplies Last.

LEARN HOW WE CAN HELP YOU REACH YOUR MARKET! 
CALL DAVE BROWN: (717) 944-4628 OR EMAIL DAVEBROWN@PRESSANDJOURNAL.COM

1093 N. Union Street
Middletown

Call for appointment 944.4031
EyeCareEyeWearCenter.com

WALTER R. GUSS, II, O.D.
Comprehensive Eyecare and Contact Lenses

We fit all types, including:
• Bifocal contacts
• 1 day contacts
• Contacts for astigmatism
• Colored contacts

We fit all types, including:

• Contacts for astigmatism

Interested in wearing 
contact lenses?

We carry a large selection of 
designer frames and sunglasses.

PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Headaches can be di	  cult to 
handle and hard to see coming. 
Various things, including the 
weather, can trigger a headache. 
The American Migraine Founda-
tion indicates that barometric 
pressure fl uctuates as the seasons 
change, and those variations can 
lead to migraines. 

Changes in the weather may 
contribute to ocular migraines, 
a specifi c type of  headache that 
tends to catch people o� -guard 
more often than not.

Understanding ocular migraines
A migraine that involves a visual 

disturbance is called an ocular 
migraine, according to Healthline. 
Ocular migraines may develop 
with or without the pain of  a clas-
sic migraine headache. 

Ocular migraines are di� erent 
from the sensitivity to light that 
often accompanies migraines. The 
eye health organization All About 
Vision says ocular migraines are 
characterized by temporary vision 
loss or even temporary blindness 
in one eye. Ocular migraines may 
be mistaken for visual migraines, 
which typically a� ect both eyes 
and resolve themselves more 
quickly than ocular migraines.

Symptoms of  ocular migraines
During an ocular migraine, a 

small blind spot generally a� ects 
central vision in one eye. This 
blind spot can get larger, making 
it impossible to see clearly, which 
can a� ect one’s ability to drive, op-
erate machinery or read. In most 

cases, the disturbance to vision 
will be resolved in about an hour.

Causes of ocular migraines
Ocular migraines are believed 

to be caused by the same things 
that trigger classic migraines. 
The World Health Organization 
says migraine headaches seem 
to be triggered by a mechanism 
deep in the brain that releases 
infl ammatory substances around 
nerves and blood vessels in the 
head and brain. Common triggers 
can include certain foods, bever-
ages, food additives, perfumes 
and strong odors, glaring lights, 
weather, or emotional stress.

While ocular migraines origi-
nate in the brain, they can be mis-
taken for a more serious condition 
called retinal migraine. Retinal 
migraines involve repeated bouts 
of short-lasting, diminished vision 
or blindness. These bouts may 
precede or accompany a headache, 
says the Mayo Clinic. A retinal 
migraine may be the result of  
diminished blood fl ow to the blood 
vessels in the eye due to high blood 
pressure.

Because many terms are used 
interchangeably for migraines 
that a� ect the eyes, and some are 
more serious than others, it can be 
di	  cult for people to understand 
which type of  migraines they suf-
fer from. Always consult with an 
optometrist or ophthalmologist 
about changes in vision to rule 
out serious conditions.

What is an ocular 
migraine?

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

The ball is rolling for the con-
struction of  two warehouses on 
the eastern edge of  Londonderry 
Township. 

Vision Group Ventures, which is 
headquartered in Plymouth Meet-
ing, plans to build two warehouses 
totaling about 1.8 million square 
feet on a tract bordered by Route 
230 and Hoffer Road, right along 
the Conewago Township border 
near Ed’s Landscaping.

Jeffery Camp, Vision Group 
Ventures’ co-managing director, 
said the company hoped to start 
construction in the latter part of  
the fall or March 2021. 

There will be a public hearing on 
Vision Group Venture’s applica-
tion for a conditional use approval 
to construct a logistics facility 
at 7 p.m. Feb. 19 in the township 
municipal building at 783 South 
Geyers Church Road. 

The warehouses will be leased to 
a third party, and who will lease it 
will depend on who is in the market 
for space, he said.

Camp said the company devel-
ops warehouse, office and retail 
space, and owns about 1.5 million 
square feet of  mostly office space 
in central Pennsylvania. 

According to Vision’s website, 
in Pennsylvania, the company has 
developed properties in Lemoyne, 
Philadelphia, Chester County, 
Bucks County, Lickdale, Camp 
Hill, Williamsport, Norristown, 
Plymouth Meeting and Harris-
burg, including the Pennsylvania 
Department of  Environmental 
Protection’s South Central Re-
gional Office and five other office 
buildings. 

Camp said there were several 
reasons why Vision selected Lon-

donderry.
“Labor market and proximity to 

283, and the FedEx and to-be built 
UPS facility up the road” in Lower 
Swatara, he said.

In the fall of  2019, Londonderry 
supervisors expanded the C-2 com-
mercial district to allow uses such 
as warehouses and distribution 
facilities. 

The 128.56-acre tract that Vision 
intends to develop is in the C-2 
district. The total land involved 
is 223.16 acres. 

Vision submitted a conditional 
use application, which was recom-
mended by the township planning 
commission during its Jan. 21 
meeting, according to township 

zoning/code officer Jeff Burkhart. 
According to the application, 

Vision plans to build two ware-
houses. 

The warehouse located on the 
northern part of  the tract would 
be 1,085,275 square feet. There 
would be two 10,000-square-foot 
offices in the southern corners of  
the warehouses. 

The plan calls for 491 total park-
ing spaces to the east and west 
of  the warehouse. To the south 
would be 145 trailer parking spaces 
with 102 loading docks, and to the 
north of  the warehouse would be 
150 trailer parking spaces and 108 
loading docks. 

The southern warehouse is 

planned to be 698,880 square feet 
with two 10,000-square-foot office 
spaces in the northeast and south-
west corners of  the building. 

Plans request 158 parking 
spaces to the west and 159 parking 
spaces to the east. To the south 
of  the warehouse, there would 
be 96 trailer parking spaces with 
66 loading docks, and 110 trailer 
parking spaces to the north with 
66 loading docks. 

“They’re designed for today’s 
standards for the warehouse mar-
ket,” Camp said.

Access to the warehouse would 
be off Route 230, although Vision 
is also requesting an emergency 
access off Hoffer Road. 

Hearing is Feb. 19 on warehouse plans for 
eastern edge of Londonderry Township

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Londonderry Township super-
visors unanimously approved an 
ordinance Feb. 3 to authorize a 
line of  credit at a maximum of  
$3 million for its capital projects. 

According to township manager 
Steve Letavic, the grants that Lon-
donderry has been awarded for 
its projects require that the town-
ship front the money and then be 
reimbursed. 

The credit line would go to-
ward reimbursable grant funds, 
and over three years, the funds 
have to be withdrawn, spent and 
reimbursed to the line of  credit, 
according to Letavic.

Letavic told the Press & Journal 
in an email that it would be used 
for projects to restore the Cone-
wago Creek and build a trail at 
Sunset Park. 

“The reason we’re here is the 
township has gotten quite a few 
grants in the past few years for 
work that needs to be done in the 

township,” Letavic said. “These 
grants have a reimbursement 
component. So we would have to 
front the money first and then get 
reimbursed. That would generally 
kill the cashflow in the general 
fund.”

There’s a six- to eight-week lag 
between when the township pays 
the bill for a project to when the 
township would be reimbursed by 
the state, Letavic said.

In an email, Letavic said the line 
of  credit would alleviate cash flow 
issues and let projects be imple-
mented while the township can 
carry on financially. 

Londonderry is partnering with 
other agencies and Mount Joy 
Township to restore nearly a mile 

of  the Conewago Creek from the 
bridge on Route 230 to Mill Road. 
In January, Gov. Tom Wolf  an-
nounced that the project was one 
of  nine to receive grant funds from 
the Department of  Environmental 
Protection’s Growing Greener 
program. The project received 
$738,752 in funding. 

The township also recently 
received grant funds to develop 
a trail through Sunset Park, the 
first part of  which was recently 
completed. 

Supervisor Mel Hershey said the 
township needed to monitor the 
fund and asked for the supervisors 
to get copies every month similar 
to the township’s check register.

“We need to do it because of  

course our capital reserve fund 
and our general fund can’t with-
stand all the projects that we have 
going on,” Hershey said.

Letavic told the supervisors 
it’s a three-year period because 
the township believes the proj-
ects should be completed within 
that time, but if  Londonderry 
borrows money that hasn’t been 
reimbursed by the end of  the three 
years, it can be converted to long-
term debt. 

“I am a little nervous, but it’s 
really the most inexpensive way 
for us to proceed with all the 
projects that we have going on,” 
Hershey said.

In an email, Letavic said the 
township did a similar financing 
when it refinanced its general 
obligation notes to take advantage 
of  favorable interest and savings 
for residents. 

He said Londonderry had an 
option to borrow additional funds 
for capital projects for up to $1 
million, but he said the township 
didn’t exercise that option.

20 S. Union Street Middletown
Please Call 944-4628 

In Advance
NOT AUTHORIZED FOR 

VEHICULAR TRANSACTIONS

&PRESS
 JOURNAL

Locally owned since 1854

Vision Group Ventures plans warehouses for a tract on the eastern edge of Londonderry Township. 

Londonderry Township might borrow up to  
$3 million to help with capital project funding

“I am a little nervous, but it’s really  
the most inexpensive way for us to 
proceed with all the projects that we 
have going on.”

Londonderry Township Supervisor Mel Hershey

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

A Londonderry Township man 
was sentenced from 2 1/2 to 5 years 
in prison Feb. 6 after pleading 
guilty to aggravated assault in the 
May 2018 beating of  a man.

The beating by Keith Wayne 
Straining Jr., 21, of  the first block 
of  Lark Street, led to the victim be-
ing placed in a medically induced 
coma, according to arrest papers.

Five months later the victim, 
Clayton E. Dennis Jr., 21, of  
Middletown, died from injuries 
after he was hit by a tractor-trailer 

while riding his bicycle.
State Police early in the morn-

ing of  May 28, 2018, responded to 
reports of  a bloodied Dennis found 
lying on the road in the first block 
of  Lark Street.

Also charged with the beating 
along with Straining was Austin 
Michael Fisher, 25, of  the first 
block of  Misty Lane. The Dauphin 
County District Attorney’s office 
said it did not have sufficient evi-
dence to prosecute Fisher.

Straining had also been charged 
with simple assault and harass-
ment, but those charges were 
withdrawn on Feb. 6.

Man gets prison for 2018 
beating that led to coma

Four Lower Dauphin High 
School vocalists qualified for the 
prestigious 15-county Pennsylva-
nia Music Educators Association 
Region V choir festival.

The four auditioned at the eight-
county PMEA District 7 choir 
festival on Jan. 17. Going on to 
regionals Feb. 26-28 at Eastern 
York High School are Emma Mc-
Quinn, soprano 1; Ian Bruce, tenor 

2; Aidan Ferguson, baritone; and 
Matt Little, bass. Dale Sanders, 
soprano 2; Olivia Meyers, alto 1; 
Madi Miduri, alto 2; Jacob Pegher, 
tenor 2; and Caiden Covell, bari-
tone also qualified for the district 
choral festival after auditioning 
in December.

The PMEA District 7 choir per-
formed Friday, Jan. 17, at Central 
Dauphin High School. 

LDHS students head to choir festival
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436 EAST MAIN STREET •  MIDDLETOWN, PA 17057   •   717-944-1640
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www.MIDDLETOWNRX.com
FAMILY PHARMACY • HALLMARK CARD GIFT SHOP • LOCAL DELIVERY

“WHERE PERSONAL SERVICE COMES FIRST”

FREE Valentine 
Stu� ed Animal
with purchase of $35 or more
(REG. $9.99)  
Limit 1 free Valentine Stuffed Animal per 
purchase. Tax not included. While supplies last.

Gold Crown Rewards Members!
Hallmark Minis
$3 for 5 OR 8 for $10 (REG. $1.99)  
Offer not valid on past purchases. Must use Crown Rewards card to get 
this offer. While supplies last.

Hug Ya Mucho Octopus 
Singing Stu� ed Animal 
with Motion
$2499 (REG. $34.99)
While supplies last. Tax not included. 

We Are Your Exclusive 
Gift Shop for Middletown!

(717) 944-1640
436 EAST MAIN STREET 

www.MIDDLETOWN-PHARMACY.com 
Mon. - Fri. 9-8; Sat. 9-5; Closed Sun.

Local Church 
Easter Eggs

$1EACH

This special offer is a great 
reason and great way to share 
the benefi ts of Crown Rewards 
membership!

Great Value!

itty bitty® Cards
50% OFF (PRICES VARY) 
Offer not valid on past purchases. While supplies last. 

3 Styles to Choose From!

We Are Your Exclusive 
Gift Shop for Middletown!

(717) 944-1640
436 EAST MAIN STREET 

www.MIDDLETOWN-PHARMACY.com MIDDLETOWN-PHARMACY.com MIDDLETOWN-PHARMACY
Mon. - Fri. 9-8; Sat. 9-5; Closed Sun.

NEW
    Spring Items
Arriving Weekly!

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown,  
Seven Sorrows & Ebenezer United Methodist

five minutes and the visitors built 
up a commanding lead. Tony Pow-
ell finally scored with 2:40 left in 
the opening period, but the dam-
age had already been done. The 
Raiders made just 1 of  15 shots 
from the floor in the quarter that 
ended with the Spartans well in 
control at 25-4. 

Problems continued in the sec-
ond stanza for the Raiders, hurt by 
4 of  11 shooting and 7 turnovers. 
The Spartans put up 20 more 
points in the frame and led 45-13 
at halftime. Brock Welsh scored 5 
points for the Raiders in the period. 

Nothing much changed in the 
third quarter, as the Middletown 
squad managed to score just 7 
points compared to another 20 by 
the Spartans. 

Down 65-20 to start the fourth 
quarter, the Blue Raiders actu-
ally outscored the Spartans 14-6 
in the final 8 minutes, but by then 
Milton Hershey coach Mark Zerbe 
was substituting freely. Broadie 
scored 7 of  his 9 points in the period 
while Tymir Jackson collected all 
5 of  his.

Middletown 51, Annville-Cleona 41
Two years removed from coach-

ing at Annville-Cleona, Bradford 
made his return a successful one 
as the Blue Raiders claimed a 51-41 
victory over the Little Dutchmen 
on Thursday. 

Annville-Cleona, sitting at the 
No. 7 position in the District III-
AAA power rankings, was looking 
to solidify its standings with a win 
over the Raiders. And with a big 
home crowd on hand for Senior 
Night, the extra incentive was 
there. But, by bouncing back from 
the morale-bruising setback to 
Milton Hershey, the Blue Raiders 
stole Annville-Cleona’s thunder. 

Arguably, sophomore Tony 

Powell played his best game of  
the season, scoring 14 points and 
pulling down nearly a dozen re-
bounds in the win. Nester collected 
a game-high 16 points, Broadie 
added 10 and Jackson chipped in 
9 while the Middletown defense, 
led by Tate Leach, did a remark-
able job holding the Dutchmen in 
check throughout. With regular 
starter T.J. Daniels sick, Jarrod 
Pugh stepped in and also played 
solidly on both ends of  the court. 

And it all added up to a seventh 
win for the Blue Raiders in what 
turned out to be their season finale. 

The Dutchmen got off to a good 
start, however, as Andrew Long 
and Caden Horning went back-
to-back following a pair of  Raider 
misses in the first minute. 

Late in the opening period, with 
the Raiders trailing 9-4 following 
a triple by Long, Jackson’s driv-
ing layup came at 1:50 and Nester 
pumped in a trey off a Pugh pass 
with 27 ticks left to tie the score 
at 9-9. 

Powell’s putback early in the 
second gave the Raiders their first 
lead, but Adam Long tied it at 11 
and Yedel Cruz popped in a three 
following a Raider miss to push 
the home team up to a 14-11 edge. 
Nester’s trey off a Brock Welsh 
pass knotted the score at 14-14, but 
Annville-Cleona broke the tie on a 
goal and foul shot by Josh Speraw 
just 13 seconds later. 

After the Raiders went back in 
front with a 5-point run by Broadie, 
the Dutchmen eased back into the 
lead 21-19 with 3:06 left in the first 
half. But that turned out to be the 
home team’s last lead of  the game. 

A 12-2 run by the Raiders closed 
out the first half  with Middletown 
leading 31-23. In the run, Nester 
recorded 8 of  his points, Broadie 
and Powell scored and Jackson 
made two free throws to lead 
the way. A last-second bucket by 

Horning made it an 8-point game 
at halftime. 

The two teams showed how 
evenly matched they were in the 
third quarter. With defenses con-
trolling the tempo, each scored 
just 8 points in the frame and the 
numbers of  turnovers and missed 
shots were nearly identical. 

In the first 1:30 of  the period, 
Powell went 4-for-4 from the foul 
line and converted a Nester steal 
into another two points in a 6-0 
opening run by the Blue Raiders. 
But the Dutchmen responded 
with their own 8-0 string to keep 
the game was getting out of  hand. 
Jackson’s 10-foot jumper with 25 
seconds left gave the Raiders a 
39-31 lead heading into the final 
frame. 

The lead stretched to 42-31 a 
minute into the fourth quarter, but 
Annville-Cleona fought back with 
a 6-0 run to pull within five, 42-37, 
with just over three minutes left. 

Powell made one of  two free 
throws to break the string, but 
the lead dwindled to four, 43-39, 
on a bucket by Speraw with 2:31 
on the clock. And, with Annville-
Cleona going full-court pressure 
on defense, the Dutchmen were 
looking to pull closer yet. 

But, with everyone spread out, 
Leach took the ball the length of  
the court, cutting around Dutch-
men defenders in the process and 
driving the lane for his only two 
points of  the game. With the goal 
coming with 2:02 left, those points 
proved to be big. 

Nester’s drive to the basket 
for two more points following an 
Annville-Cleona miss gave the 
Raiders some breathing room at 
47-39 with 1:27 on the clock. 

A foul shot by Jeremy Bours cut 
the lead to 7, but Broadie made 
both ends of  a one-and-one at 1:13 
and Nester and Powell each added 
a foul shot late to ice the win. 

RAIDERS: MAHS beats Annville-Cleona in finale
From page 12

at the time. Her and I will always 
have a connection, and I’m proud 
to call her my friend. I have to be 
honest there were many others 
on her team that always were so 
kind to me and always pushed me 
to make me a better basketball 
player, like Jey Rivera and Halle 
Marion,” she told the Press & Jour-
nal in an email.

Fitzpatrick now sits at the top of  
the scoring list with 1,614 points. 
She also totaled 420 rebounds, 203 
assists, 251 steals and140 3-point-
ers in her career.

She will play softball for the Blue 
Raiders this spring before heading 
to Millersville University, to play 
both sports.

“I was feeling positive going 
into the game that night,” she 
said. “I’ve been playing through 
some pain this season, so I just 
said a prayer and let the game 
happen the way it was supposed 
to. When I got to the foul line, I 
just cleared my mind and shot 
the ball. I was excited and relieved 
when the second one went in, but I 
was more thrilled to celebrate the 
moment with my teammates who 
have cheered me on and supported 
me this entire season. One person 
can’t do it alone, and they were 
always there to keep pushing me, 
which I’m so grateful for.”

It was a tough season for the 
Blue Raiders, beset with a num-
ber of  injuries to starters. They 
finished 5-16. Their last game was 
supposed to be Friday at Lower 
Dauphin, a double-header with 
the boys team, but the games were 
canceled because of  the death of  
a senior student at LD.

That the team didn’t do better 
was a disappointment for Fitz-
patrick, a four-year starter and 
three-year captain.

“Coming into the season, it 
wasn’t only the record on my 
mind,” she said. “The record was 
a bonus. I was so excited because 
our team looked so good, we were 
practicing and playing well and I 
thought we were going to make a 
run for playoffs. We really became 
a family this season on and off the 
court. I love each and everyone 
of  my teammates, and I’m going 
to miss them very much. Unfor-
tunately, injuries happened to 
so many of  us at once and things 
changed for our team.”

Middletown head coach Robert 
Pelletier said he was proud of  
Fitzpatrick.

“Because she put so much pres-
sure on herself  for it, I’m glad she 
finally got it,” he said.

He said he hopes her effect on 
the team will go past this season.

“The kids would see how hard 
she worked. That’s the biggest 
thing. Basketball is a game where 
you need to be skilled. She worked 

so hard in the offseason, I hope the 
takeaway for the other girls is that 
hard work pays off,” he said.

The injuries for the entire team 
were tough this season, he said, but 
they are part of  the sport.

“We got a lot of  our younger 
girls experience that they probably 
wouldn’t have gotten if  not for the 

injuries,” he said. “They got more 
confidence, which is really what 
they needed. Our biggest problem 
all year was that we just couldn’t 
put the ball in the basket.”

“When it comes down to it, 
that’s the only thing that counts,” 
he added.

No matter what happened dur-

ing the season, the team always 
played hard, never gave up, always 
tried to get better and always 
hustled, he said.

“Our girls understand that it’s 
really important what they do 
from now to the beginning of  next 
season. We have some girls that 
really want to work hard and get 
better,” he said.

Fitzpatrick said she is sad to 
have her season and career end, 
but she is grateful for all the op-
portunities and memories. 

“Some of  my best memories 
are going to states my freshman 
year, which was absolutely amaz-
ing, hitting back-to-back buzzer 
beaters and making ESPN my 
sophomore season, hitting 1,000 
points my junior year and this year 
being nominated as a McDonald’s 
All-American, senior night and 
breaking the record,” she said. 
“There are so many amazing 
lifelong friendships this game has 
given me and I feel so blessed. I 
want to thank all my coaches over 
the years for always pushing me 
and believing in me. I also want 
to thank my family for their un-
wavering support and sacrifices 
to help me make my dreams come 
true. I love them all so much.”

“For all the Raider fans that 
cheered me on for the past four 
years, there are no words for the 
gratitude I feel,” she said. “Lastly, 
to all of  my teammates the last four 
years, I want to thank you all from 
the bottom of  my heart for always 
having my back and believing in 
me. We will all be sisters forever.”

Against Milton Hershey, Makay-
la Claggett added 2 points, 10 
rebounds, 1 assist and 1 steal, 
and Amanda Lee had 2 points, 3 
rebounds, 1 assist and 2 steals. 
Jordyn Dupes added 3 points and 3 
rebounds, and Nakia Scott scored 7 
points with 4 rebounds and 2 steals. 
Tamia Hill-Johnson registered 2 
points and 4 rebounds.

All-time MAHS girls scorers
• Kate Fitzpatrick: 1,614
• Ja’Lynn Burton-Jones: 1,586
• Kris Smith: 1,295
• Amy Holman: 1,232
• Bianca Jasper: 1,224
• Alicia Hall: 1,159
• Amanda Jones: 1,073
• Kelly Guenther: 1,040

SCORING: Fitzpatrick reaches all-time points mark for MAHS girls
From page 12

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DEBBIE SPEAR

Christine Miller fights for the ball Feb. 4 against Milton Hershey.

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DEBBIE SPEAR

Kate Fitzpatrick shoots against Milton Hershey on Feb. 4.

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DEBBIE SPEAR

Daynara Colon and Jordyn Dupes put up shots against Milton Hershey.

Inclement Weather/Snow Date: Sunday, February 23rd • Noon - 4:30 pm

Saturday, 
February 22nd

4 pm - 10 pm

Food • Desserts • Beverages
Perohi • Halushki • Soup • Kielbasi Sandwiches • Hot Dogs

Schnitzlies (European Hamburger) • Halupki • Delicious Desserts

Small Games of Chance • Kids’ Games
Continuous Music By The Polka Whoo & DJ Pete

$12 Platter Special: 1 HALUPKI, 1 KIELBASI, 3 PEROHI, HALUSHKI,
ROLL & NON-ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE

St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Parish Center
5408 Locust Lane, Harrisburg • www.StAnnByz.org

FREE ADMISSION!
FUN, FOOD & FRIENDS...IT’S A PRE-LENTEN PARTY!FUN, FOOD & FRIENDS...IT’S A PRE-LENTEN PARTY!

Mardi Gras 

Slavic Style!

Take-out Available starting at 3 pm!
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524 Holly Street • Elizabethtown
Conveniently located from Middletown, 

just off Route 283 and Route 230

JACK’S
TAX PREP

Includes ALL Accompanying 
Schedules, State & Local Taxes

FREE E-FILING!

FORM 1040

SERVICE STATION
944-4407 

Corner Main & Spruce Sts.
Middletown

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 7 AM-6 PM

We give youSomething to 
shout about!
Expert, reliable service 

Call to 
schedule an 
appointment 

today

ELWOOD’S
SERVICE STATION

Over 50 Years Of Valued Service 
Corner of Main & Catherine Sts.

Middletown • 944-9255
Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6 pm; Sat. 8 am-1 pm; Closed Sun.

Brake and 
Exhaust Checkup

at Elwood’s for your next

A Mount Joy man has been 
charged with receiving stolen 
property following a theft at 
FedEx on Fulling Mill Road 
reported to police on Jan. 10. 

Three Apple watches, one pair 
of  AirPods and one Apple pencil 
had been stolen, according to the 
affidavit filed with District Judge 
Michael J. Smith. The value of  
the products was not listed in 
the affidavit.

Police executed a search war-
rant and discovered that one of  
the watches was activated by 
Jahrell A. Dixon, 26, at 7:21 p.m. 
Dec. 17.

FedEx told police that Dixon 
was a manager. Dixon told police 
that he received the watch from 
a former employee named Jona-
than Colon, 27, of  Lancaster, 
according to the affidavit. 

Dixon reportedly said that he 
didn’t pay for the watch, and he 
knew it was stolen. 

Colon has been charged with 
theft by unlawful taking, but 
his case is listed as inactive and 
he is awaiting his preliminary 
hearing. 

Dixon was charged with 
receiving stolen property. His 
preliminary hearing is March 4. 

Fraud reported at Sharp Shopper
Lower Swatara police received 

a report of  a fraud at Sharp 
Shopper at 3:15 p.m. Jan. 31. 

According to police, an in-
dividual purchased food from 
Sharp Shopper and then told 
their credit card company that 
they didn’t purchase the food. 

Officers said it occurred at 
least three times in mid-Decem-
ber and January. 

It is under investigation.

DUI charges
A Campbelltown man’s 

blood-alcohol content was 0.175 
percent following a traffic stop 
at 1:28 a.m. Jan. 16, according to 
the affidavit filed with District 
Judge Michael J. Smith. 

Police pulled over Jason Dee 
Prifer, 38, in the parking lot of  
the Royal Mart in Highspire for 
having an expired registration. 

Police smelled alcohol, and 
a preliminary breath test was 
positive for alcohol, according to 
the affidavit. Prifer reportedly 
told police that he had five shots 
of  vodka. 

The results of  a blood draw 
indicated that his blood-alcohol 
content was 0.175 percent, ac-
cording to the affidavit. 

He was charged with DUI and 
driving an unregistered vehicle. 
His preliminary hearing is 
March 23. 

Simple assault charges
A Lower Swatara man faces 

charges of  simple assault after 

police responded to a dispute in 
the Aldwyn Court Apartments 
in the 1000 block of  North Spring 
Street at 11:35 a.m. Feb. 5.

According to the affidavit filed 
with District Judge Michael J. 
Smith, Levon Terrell Mercado, 
26, got into an argument with 
a woman and grabbed her by 
the forearms and pushed her 
against a wall.

Police wrote in the affidavit 
that they saw red marks on the 
inside of  her forearms. 

Mercado was arraigned before 
District Judge George Zozos, and 
his bail was set at $25,000. Court 
records indicate that it was 
posted. His preliminary hearing 
is Feb. 26.

Fake inspection sticker
A North Carolina man has 

been charged after fake inspec-
tion and emission stickers were 
found on his car.

Police pulled over Kasdan Aly-
is Holder, 27, of  Zebulon, North 
Carolina, for having expired 
stickers at 5:20 p.m. Jan. 31 while 
driving on South Eisenhower 
Boulevard near the intersection 
of  Route 283. 

A driver with a repair shop 
told police that the stickers were 
fraudulent, according to an af-
fidavit filed with District Judge 
Michael J. Smith. Officers wrote 
that Holder’s transit tag had 

expired in June. 
Holder was charged with pos-

session, sale or use of  display 
documents knowing it to have 
been altered, forged or counter-
feited; displaying a certificate 
of  inspection knowing it was 
fictitious, stolen or issued for an-
other vehicle or issued without 
an inspection made; operating 
a vehicle without the required 
financial responsibility; operat-
ing a vehicle without evidence of  
an emission inspection; driving 
an unregistered vehicle; and op-
erating a vehicle without a valid 
inspection. 

His preliminary hearing is 
March 4. 

Vehicle hits mailbox
Police are investigating a 

hit-and-run in the 2000 block of  
Spring Garden Drive.

It was reported to police at 9:40 
a.m. Feb. 3.

According to police, the home-
owner was filling a bird feeder 
when they heard a vehicle hit 
the mailbox, which is valued at 
$50. 

A piece of  the vehicle was left 
behind, and police say it belongs 
to a 2013 to 2017 Buick Enclave, 
GMC Acadia or a Chevrolet 
Traverse. 

Anyone with information is 
urged to call the police depart-
ment at 717-939-0463.

Middletown police on Satur-
day arrested George Patrick 
Walters, who had been wanted 
since Jan. 25 when he fled the 
scene of  a residence in the 100 
block of  Aspen Street.

Police arrested Walters while 
serving a warrant at an apart-
ment in the 200 block of  Nor-
thumberland Street, according 
to a post on the 
Middletown 
Crimewatch 
site.

Walters was 
taken into 
custody with-
out incident. 
A search of  
the residence 
found Walters to be in posses-
sion of  synthetic marijuana.

Police said Walters had been 
at the Aspen Street residence 
while police were accompanying 
a Dauphin County probation of-
ficer who was doing a probation 
check on other people living in 
the house.

Police during the check said 
that suspected synthetic mari-
juana and a pipe were found 
that belonged to Walters, but 
that Walters fled the scene while 
police were dealing with another 
person on probation.

Walters at the time was 
already wanted on “numer-
ous” outstanding warrants out 
of  Dauphin and Perry coun-
ties. Middletown police Jan. 29 
filed charges of  flight to avoid 
apprehension/trial/punish-
ment, possession of  a controlled 
substance by a person not reg-
istered, and use/possession of  
drug paraphernalia stemming 
from the Jan. 25 incident.

Following Walters’ arrest Feb. 
8, he now faces new charges 

of  possession of  a controlled 
substance by a person not reg-
istered, and use/possession of  
drug paraphernalia. 

Cash bail was set at $200, ac-
cording to online court records. 
A preliminary hearing before 
District Judge David Judy is set 
for Feb. 26.

Police also charged Shannon 
Feathers, of  the North Um-
berland Street residence, with 
hindering apprehension or pros-
ecution of  a wanted individual. 
Police said Feathers told them 
she knew Patrick was wanted 
but that she did not notify police.

Synthetic pot on probation check
Middletown police charged 

a borough man after a bag of  
synthetic marijuana was found 
on him during a probation check 
at a residence in the 100 block of  
Aspen Street on Jan. 25.

Kyle Lee Dengler, 37, of  the 
Aspen Street address, was ar-
raigned before District Judge 
David Judy on Feb. 7 and 
charged with possession of  a 
controlled substance by a person 
not registered, and use/posses-
sion of  drug paraphernalia. 

Cash bail was set at $50. A 
preliminary hearing before Judy 
is set for Feb. 19.

Dispute leads to charges
State Police charged a man 

after a dispute in Londonderry 
Township on Jan. 31 that police 
said began because the victim 
had not cooked a roast.

John Matthew Kerr, 55, of  the 
first block of  Cedar Road, began 
arguing with the victim, who 
escaped into a bedroom behind a 
locked door, according to arrest 
papers. Kerr tried to force him-
self  into the bedroom but was 

restrained by the victim’s fiance, 
according to police.

The victim came out after 
Kerr calmed down but the argu-
ment resumed, police said. Kerr 
swung at the victim with closed 
fists, causing redness and swell-
ing to the left side of  the victim’s 
face, according to police. 

Police also found in plain view 
suspected marijuana and drug 
paraphernalia that belonged to 
Kerr, police said.

Kerr was arraigned before 
District Judge Lowell A. Witmer 
on Jan. 31 and charged with 
simple assault, harassment, 
possession of  a small amount of  
marijuana for personal use, and 
use/possession of  drug para-
phernalia. 

Bail was set at $10,000 unse-
cured, and a preliminary hear-
ing before District Judge David 
Judy set for March 4.

Dispatcher heard woman scream
A 911 call from a woman in 

apparent distress in a room at 
the Starlite Motel on East Har-
risburg Pike in Londonderry 
Township led to charges against 
two Elizabethtown men on Jan. 
15.

State Police in arrest papers 
said dispatchers could hear a 
woman screaming in the back-
ground when the call came in at 
7 p.m., but the call was discon-
nected and the woman no longer 
at the scene when police arrived.

A man later identified as 
Daniel Lee Espenshade, 35, of  
the 200 block of  Lincoln Alley, 
opened the door and told police 
he was not coming out and they 
could not go in, according to 
police. 

Police placed Espenshade in 
handcuffs, and while looking for 

the woman found Kim Eugene 
Funck II, 34, crouching  behind a 
shower curtain in the bathroom. 
Funck did not have identifica-
tion on him and gave his name 
to police as Jason Perry.

Funck gave police consent to 
search the room, during which 
police found pills, a pipe with 
marijuana residue, and other 
drug paraphernalia.

Espenshade was charged 
with possession of  a controlled 
substance by a person not reg-
istered, and use/possession of  
drug paraphernalia. His pre-
liminary hearing before District 
Judge David Judy is set for 
March 18.

Funck on Jan. 29 pleaded 
guilty to use/possession of  drug 
paraphernalia and making false 
identification to law enforce-
ment. He is awaiting sentencing, 
according to court records.

Columbia man faces DUI count
A Columbia man was charged 

with DUI after being pulled over 
by Middletown police for speed-
ing while southbound on Union 
Street at about 11:45 p.m. Jan. 24.

Erek Tyler Alleman, 23, of  the 
1100 block of  Barber Street, after 
being pulled over at South Union 
and Ann streets confirmed for 
police he had been drinking, 
police said in arrest papers filed 
with District Judge David Judy.

Alleman showed signs of  be-
ing impaired during field sobri-
ety tests at the scene. Alleman 
consented to a blood draw at the 
county booking center.

He was charged Jan. 30 with 
DUI and speeding. Additional 
charges are pending lab results 
of  the blood draw, police said. 

A preliminary hearing before 
Judy is set for Feb. 26.

State Police on Jan. 29 made an 
arrest in the Aug. 23, 2018 burglary 
of  a Londonderry Township resi-
dence where more than $14,000 in 
items were stolen.

William C. Barilla, 44, was al-
ready behind bars, having been 
arrested by Harrisburg Interna-
tional Airport police in Septem-
ber 2018 for robbing an airport 
parking toll booth attendant on 
Aug. 30, 2018 — a week after State 
Police now say Barilla broke into 
the residence in the 1000 block of  
Hillsdale Road.

Finger prints State Police col-
lected from the residence were 
identified as belonging to Barilla, 
whose prints were in the criminal 
justice system as a result of  his 
charges for numerous other of-
fenses dating to 2002, according 
to online court records.

State Police reached out to HIA 
police, who provided information 
that helped State Police match 
Barilla to the person seen on sur-
veillance video walking around 
the Hillsdale Road residence on 
the night of  Aug. 23, 2018, while the 
homeowner was on vacation. The 
matching information included a 
full sleeve of  tattoos on Barilla’s 
left arm, police said. 

Police in arrest papers said Bari-
lla got in by breaking a basement 
window, causing $350 in damage.

The stolen items included two 
guitars with a combined value 
of  $11,500 that had been custom-
made by the resident, Go Pro cam-
eras valued at $250, a Nikon D70 
camera and gear with a combined 
value of  $1,050, a $100 flat screen 
TV, a $20 AR-15 223 magazine, a 
$50 Sig Sauer pistol case, and a 

$50 necklace.
Also reported stolen were nu-

merous weapons, including a $300 
Winchester 16 gauge pump shot 
gun, a $600 Sig Sauer .22 caliber 
pistol, an $800 Verspro Defense 
AR-15 semi-automatic rifle, a $100 
Rohm .22 caliber lever action rifle, 
and a $150 Gamo Varmint air pel-
let rifle.

Another four firearms that had 
been in a locked gun case were 
found by the victim on the ground 
outside of  a window, police said.

Police determined one of  the 
guitars and the camera equipment 
were sold at a Harrisburg pawn 
shop for $175 on Aug. 26, 2018. 
Police searched other area pawn 
shops and music stores but could 
not track down any of  the other 
items allegedly stolen by Barilla.

Barilla is charged with bur-

glary, criminal trespass, theft by 
unlawful taking, receiving stolen 
property, prohibited possession 
of  a firearm, criminal attempt to 
receive stolen property, criminal 
attempt to damage property, and 
loitering and prowling at night 
time.

His preliminary hearing on the 
new charges is set for Feb. 26 before 
District Judge David Judy.

On Jan. 31, Barilla was sen-
tenced to two to four years in state 
prison by Judge Richard A. Lewis, 
after pleading guilty to robbery 
and simple assault stemming from 
the robbery of  the parking lot at-
tendant at HIA.

Initial reports were that two men 
were involved in the robbery. A 
second man has not been arrested, 
HIA Police Lt. Stephen L. Kiessling 
told the Press & Journal.

Police: Man convicted of HIA holdup in 
2018 broke into residence week before 

Middletown police have 
charged a borough woman with 
harassment after they said she 
allegedly called a man 70 times 
in one day.

Brandy Lee Betz, 41, of  the first 
block of  East High Street, made 
the calls between 12:17 a.m. to 2:01 
p.m. on Tuesday, Jan. 21, accord-
ing to arrest records police filed 
with District Judge David Judy.

Police said Betz continued call-
ing the victim another 18 times 
as the man was reporting the 
harassment. Police answered the 
18th call and told Betz she would 
be charged.

Betz is charged with harass-
ment by communication. Her 
preliminary hearing before Judy 
is set for March 4.

— Dan Miller

Woman charged after 
she allegedly called 
man 70 times in a day
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCH SERVICES

To list your church service here, call 717-944-4628 
or email info@pressandjournal.com for more information.

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown
717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF
Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

New Beginnings Church 
at the Riverside Chapel
630 South Union St., Middletown • 717-388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 717-944-4322
Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown
Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Sunday Worship - 10 am 
Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   
Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown
PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Phone 717-944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street, Middletown • 717-944-5835
Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of  441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766 
Sunday Worship:
Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am
Christian Child Care - 717-985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown, 717-944-6181 
Sunday School - 9 am, Worship - 10:15 am, www.eumch.org

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Calvary church has been a part of  the Middle-
town Borough community since 1936. It has 
been our privilege to proclaim the good news of  
Jesus Christ all these years and to do so know-
ing the good news has never changed in over 
2000 years. We firmly hold to the Apostles’ Creed 
and the Westminster Confession of  Faith and its 
Larger and Shorter Catechisms as clearly 
teaching what Scripture teaches. If  we believe 
the Gospel of  Christ, then by trusting in his 

death and resurrection for sinners we will be forgiven and saved 
from God’s wrath. Please join us each Sunday to hear the Gospel. 
Learn more at: www.calvaryopc.com.

Our worship services are at 
10:15 a.m. and 6 p.m. We are lo-
cated at the corner of  Spruce and 
Emaus streets here in Middle-
town. We have a fellowship meal 
following the 10:15 a.m. morn-
ing worship service on the first 
Sunday of  every month, free to 

all who come. We also have Sun-
day school classes for all ages 
at 9 a.m. and a Bible Study and 
prayer meeting each Wednesday 
at 7 p.m. We are studying the 
power of  prayer on Wednesday 
nights.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Ebenezer United Methodist Church and Child-
care, 890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown invites 
everyone to join us for worship on Sunday 
mornings lead by Pastor Brad Gilbert. Our 
services are relaxed and casual. We offer a 
traditional service at 8:45 a.m. and a contempo-
rary service with a band (electric guitars) at 10:45 
a.m. At 10 a.m., between services, there is a 
variety of  Christian Education classes for all 
ages.

We have several things hap-
pening at Ebenezer and all are 
welcome. There is a prayer time, 
“Partners in Prayer” that meets 
the first Monday of  each month 
at 7 p.m. Through scripture, 
song, and meditation we experi-
ence the joy of  God’s presence. 

Have a favorite board game? 
“Game Night” is every third 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. We also offer 
a variety of  other groups includ-
ing Bible studies.

Any questions please call us 
at 717-939-0766 or e-mail us at 
ebenezerumc890@outlook.com.

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Evangelical Church is located on the corner of  
Spruce and Water Streets at 157 E. Water St., 
Middletown, south of  Main St., behind the 
Turkey Hill convenience store. We invite you to 
attend our Sunday morning activities: Sunday 
school is at 9 a.m. and worship is at 10:15 a.m. 
When you walk in the door, you will see people of  
all ages and walks of  life, some dressed formally 
and others casually in jeans and sneakers. Come 
as you are.Our greeters wear nametags, so they 

are easy to find and they will be happy to help you if  you need any 
assistance or have a question. We celebrate communion the first 
Sunday of  each month. In the spirit of  Jesus Christ, and as a congre-
gation in the United Methodist Church, we welcome all (baptized or 
un-baptized) to partake of  the holy sacrament. We invite you to 
experience life at Evangelical UMC. Whether you are looking for a 
community, are lonely, searching for the meaning of  life, or want to 
know more about Jesus, our doors are open for you. Check our 
website to learn more about us: www.eumch.org.

This week’s worship assistants 
are as follows: Pastor – Lee Ellen-
berger; Organist – Don Cowsert; 
Choir Director - Erich Schlicher; 
Choir Members - People in Blue 
Robes; Audio Visual – Steve 
Moyer, Justin Hahn and Jamal 
Warren; Head Usher – Shirley 
Kupp.

This week’s schedule of  activi-
ties is as follows:

Wed., Feb. 12: 6:30 p.m., Choir 
Rehearsal in sanctuary; 7 p.m., 
Alcoholics Anonymous Group 
Book Study.

Sun., Feb. 16: 9 a.m., Sunday 
school for all ages; 10:15 a.m., 
Worship Service.

Tues., Feb. 18: 2 p.m., Prayer 
Shawl Ministry; 6 p.m., God’s 
Kitchen at Wesley UMC. 

Geyers United Methodist Church
God is Calling YOU! How is God working in your 
life? Where do you see Him in your everyday tasks? 
How is He helping to Open Minds, Open Hearts, and 
Open Doors? Geyers United Methodist Church 
invites you to worship with us each Sunday at 9 
a.m., enjoy Coffee Fellowship at 10 a.m. and attend 
our 10:30 a.m. Bible Study so that we can help you 
better understand the answers to these questions 
and many more. Our Vision Statement is Acknowl-
edge Christ in all we do and share Him with others 

and we keep that at the forefront of  our minds in all the missions this 
church does.

This fall our sermon series 
will be “The Stories Behind the 
Hymns.” Each week we as a 
church unite in singing hymns of  
praise to God. Many of  them are 
very familiar and we often know 
the tunes by heart. But there is a 
meaning behind each of  the hymns 
that we often do not know. In this 
series we will explore the meaning 
behind the hymn we know and love 
well. Please join us in this time of  
worship.

D.A.W.G.S. (Dynamic And Wig-
gly God Seekers). Come and join 
us every Wednesday from 6:30 to 
8 p.m. Little DAWGS ages 3 - first 
grade, Big DAWGS second grade – 
middle school. Share the fun and 
bring a friend with you to enjoy 
stories, games, crafts, music, Gaga 
Ball, science fun and snacks. Free 
Club T-Shirts for Everyone!

Nonperishable food items are 
collected for the Middletown Food 
Bank each Sunday. Campbell Soup 
labels, education box tops, printer 
ink cartridges and soda tabs are 
also collected weekly.

Consider volunteering at Mis-
sion Central the fourth Tuesday 
of  each month. Our next trip 
will be Tuesday, February 25. We 
will leave Geyers at 8:15 a.m. and 
return about noon. Please wear 
closed toe shoes. Contact Kathy 

Espenshade for more information. 
Make reservations to attend by 
calling the church office.

The church has had many new 
exciting additions in the past year! 
Geyers has completed expanding 
their building. The building project 
includes the addition of  a handi-
cap-accessible restroom on the top 
floor as well as an elevator to allow 
travel from the first floor to the 
basement floor without use of  the 
stairs. Please join us on any Sun-
day morning to see the changes. 
Wesley, Geyers, Evangelical, High-
spire, and New Thing churches 
team up to provide a free meal each 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at Wesley United 
Methodist Church in Middletown. 
All are welcomed, so whether you 
need a good home-cooked meal, a 
night off from cooking, or a friend 
to talk to, come out and enjoy a 
meal with us.

For more information, please 
visit our website at geyersumc.com 
and like our page Geyers United 
Methodist Church on Facebook to 
keep up with our current events.

Geyers is located at 1605 
South Geyers Church Road, Mid-
dletown in Londonderry Town-
ship. Pastor Steve Atanasoff and 
the church office can be reached 
at 717-944-6426 or geyerschurch@
verizon.net.

New Beginnings Church of Middletown
New Beginnings Church of  Middletown We as a 
congregation take a moment to remember one of  
our members who has completed her journey here 
on earth, serving her Lord faithfully and now 
transitioned into eternal life - Bobby Bright. Bobby 
served as children’s ministry coordinator from the 
beginning of  our church in 2011 until recent years 
and began our blanket ministry. Love and prayers 
go to her family. We are an independent body of  
believers offering God’s invitation for a new 

beginning to all who seek it. We exist to meet the spiritual, emotional 
and physical needs of  all people through faith in Jesus Christ. We are a 
Safe Sanctuary congregation.

New Beginnings Church in-
vites you to worship with us each 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Nursery and 
children’s church is provided. Our 
congregation meets at Riverside 
Chapel, 630 S. Union St., next to 
the Rescue Fire Company. Sunday 
School for all ages is at 9 a.m. We 
are handicap accessible via ramp 
at back door. For additional church 
information call 717-388-1641. For 
security purposes all doors will be 
locked every Sunday morning at 
10:30 a.m. at the start of  worship.

Pastor Britt’s sermon is live 
streamed most Sundays at ap-
proximately 11 a.m. on Facebook 
timeline Pastor Britt Strohecker.

The community is invited to our 
contemporary service on Monday 
evenings at 7 p.m. entitled “New 
Beginnings Unchained Worship 
Fellowship.” Persons who have no 
church affiliation or are seeking to 
grow in their faith in their relation-
ship with God are invited. We in-
vite you to come and check out our 
service.

Sundays: Children’s choir re-
hearsal Sundays at 10 a.m.; Youth 
Fellowship meets the first two Sun-
day evenings of  the month from 5 
to 7 p.m. as a family oriented meet-
ing and serves a congregation/
community dinner the 3rd Sundays 
after church.

Mondays: Men meet for prayer at 
6 a.m. Community men are invited; 
Sociable Seniors group meets 
the 1st and 3rd Mondays from 12 
to 3 p.m., lunch included. All are 
welcome.

Wednesdays: Choir practice at 

6:30 p.m.; Psalm 150 Praise Band 
Practice at 7:30 p.m.

Thursdays: Blanket makers meet 
the 1st and 2nd Thursdays of  the 
month; Bible study at 7 p.m. fol-
lowed by Intercessory Prayer.

Saturdays: We clean the Middle-
town Food Bank the 3rd Saturday 
every other month. The communi-
ty is invited to participate in these 
important areas of  our church life.

Ushers for February: Pam Cyzek, 
Jackie and Sam Rainal and Mary 
Woods; Greeter for February: Dick 
Wagner. Children’s Church leaders 
for Sun., Feb. 16: Carol Helman and 
Shirley Jones.

Our prayer garden in the rear of  
the yard has an 8-foot cross that is 
made out of  nails. It is illuminated 
every night from 8 p.m. to midnight. 
From spring to winter benches 
are provided to use to meditate or 
just enjoy the beauty and quiet-
ness along the Swatara Creek.

Pastor Britt writes a devotional 
on the Facebook page “Pastor Britt 
Strohecker.” 

Our Sunday worship service is 
broadcast on the MAHS radio sta-
tion, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. every 
Sunday afternoon. Listen on the 
radio or the Internet at wmssfm.
com. Click on “Listen Live” at top 
and then “Main Stream 1.” Check 
us out on our website at www.new-
beginningschurchmiddletownpa.
com.

Pastor Britt’s parting words each 
Sunday: “Nothing in this world 
is more important than the love 
of  Jesus Christ!” We invite you to 
come and experience this love.

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
The Presbyterian Congregation is located at 290 
N. Union St. in downtown Middletown. We are a 
body of  Christian people who reach out to others 
by sharing God’s Word, love, and fellowship. 
Warm greetings to one and all as we seek to grow 
closer to our Lord Jesus Christ. Please join us on 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. as Pastor Christian Neu-
baum leads us in worship. Our sanctuary is 
air-conditioned and handicapped accessible, and 
there are also hearing devices for anyone want-

ing to use one. Nursery is available during the service, as well as 
Bible Listening bags for children to utilize during the service. Do 
join us.

You are invited on Sundays 
from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. in Fellow-
ship Hall for our Adult Forum, 
an opportunity to learn more 
about the Bible and issues of  
concern to Christians. All are 
welcome as we study the Bible 
and reflect on how the scrip-
tures can inform and inspire us 
to “walk the talk” in our daily 
lives and to be responsible and 
faithful Christians as we con-
front the critical issues of  our 
time. Theme: Discerning Min-
istry in the 21st Century. This 
three-week series is another 
step in our congregation’s jour-
ney toward discerning our min-
istry as we begin a new year and 
a new decade. Session has been 
reading and discussing “Imag-
ine Church” by Neil Hudson. 
Books are available. See Pastor 

Christian. Our Interim Ex-
ecutive Presbyter Cheryl Galen 
inspired and challenged Adult 
Forum when she spoke to us on 
Reformation Sunday in October. 
Referring to major changes oc-
curring in church and society, 
she asked, “Could it be that 
God is taking our churches into 
uncharted territory in order for 
the church to be even more of  
a witness to the world?” Lead-
ing our discussion on Febru-
ary 16 and 23 will be Patience 
and Terry Basehore, Michael 
Heindel and an AF Committee 
member.

For further information, see 
our website www.pcmdt.org, 
visit our Facebook page (www.
facebook.com/PresbyterianCon-
gregation), or call the office.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring & Union 
Streets (121 N. Spring St), Middletown. We are 
a Reconciling In Christ Church. Visit our 
website at www.stpetersmiddletown.org. 
Please join us for worship. Our worship times 
are: Sunday morning worship at 10 a.m. 
Wednesday morning at 10 a.m., Good Shepherd 
Chapel; Saturday evening at 5 p.m., Good 
Shepherd Chapel. For Wednesday and Satur-
day services please enter the church through 

the parking lot doors. Our Sunday worship service is broadcast 
on WMSS 91.1FM at 11 a.m.

Free Little Library: St. Peter’s 
has a Free Little Library located 
at the entrance door by the park-
ing lot. This Free Little Library 
belongs to everyone. Anyone may 
use it. The books are always free. 
It is not necessary to give a book 
to take a book. Come take a look, 
read a book!

Families United: You are 
cordially invited every Thursday 
from 6 to 8 p.m. for Families Unit-
ed, a weekly gathering where 
we can enjoy a meal together, 
connect with fellow parents and 
caregivers and build community. 
The program includes ongo-
ing education and support for 
parents and caregivers, as well as 
character education and pur-
poseful play for the youth. If  you 
would like to volunteer to help 

with food preparation or child-
care, please email Yaa Christo-
pher at Community.Coordina-
tor@stpetersmiddletown.org.

Adult Sunday school will be 
held on March 8 in Luther Hall 
immediately following the 10 a.m. 
worship. A congregation member 
will bring the world to St. Peters 
by discussing some of  her recent 
mission trips. Please bring your 
lunch. Class will conclude by 
12:15 p.m.

Register for Summer Camp 
2020 at Camp Kirchenwald & 
Camp Nawakwa. For more infor-
mation or to register visit www.
lutherancamping.org.

Check us out on Facebook - St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church Middle-
town, PA. Go ahead and “like” 
our Facebook page.

Middletown man 
arrested as part 
of online sex sting 
involving juveniles
Authorities posed on social media platforms as 
boys and girls, and four individuals asked to meet
Press & Journal Staff

A Middletown man was among 
four arrested Thursday, Feb. 6, 
as part of  an operation target-
ing online offenders seeking to 
engage in sexual encounters 
with juveniles, according to the 
Pennsylvania State Police.

Jackson Taylor Farquhar, 
27, of  Middletown, was ar-
raigned before District Judge 
James A. Lenker, who set bail 
at $25,000. Farquhar posted 
the bail through a professional 
bondsman on Feb. 6, according 
to online court records.

His preliminary hearing is set 
for Feb. 20 before Lenker.

Felony charges against him 
include two Felony 1 charges 
of  involuntary deviate sexual 
intercourse of  a person younger 
than age 16, a Felony 2 charge of  
unlawful contact with a minor - 
sexual exploitation, and a Felony 
3 charge of  criminal use of  a 
communication facility, which 
usually means a cell phone 
or another type of  electronic 
device was used in committing 
the offense.

Farquhar is also charged with 
possession of  marijuana, and 
driving under suspension.

The Pennsylvania State Police 
Computer Crimes Unit, Home-
land Security Investigations, 
and PSP Harrisburg Station con-
ducted the investigation Feb. 5-6. 
Farquhar committed the alleged 
offenses on Feb. 5, according to 
online court records.

The operation took place in 
Susquehanna Township and 
included several suspect “meet 
locations.” During the two-day 
operation, several individuals 
used social media platforms to 
contact undercover investiga-
tors posing online as juvenile 
boys and girls.

During those communica-
tions, four individuals asked 
to meet for sexual encounters. 
The individuals appeared at the 
arranged locations and were 
arrested by undercover officers.

For the other three individu-
als taken into custody, charges 
include attempted rape of  a 
child, involuntary deviate sexual 
intercourse, unlawful contact 
with a minor, and other related 
charges.

The other three are:
• Ronald Leon Stischok, 48, of  

Harrisburg. He was arraigned 
and held in Dauphin County 
Prison on $10,000 bail.

• Pritesh Bhavin Pathak, 27, 
of  Mechanicsburg. He was ar-
raigned and released on $10,000 
bail.

• Desmont Eugene Steele, 54, 
of  Harrisburg. He was arraigned 
and held in Dauphin County 
Prison on $50,000 bail.

Anonymous tips can be sub-
mitted by phone to Pennsylvania 
Crime Stoppers at 800-4-PA-TIPS 
and online to the Center for Miss-
ing and Exploited Children’s 
CyberTips website, http://www.
missingkids.org/gethelpnow/
cybertipline.
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ARIES March 21-April 20
Align yourself with the movers 
and shakers. Sometimes it’s 
not what you know but who 
you know. Find a solid team 
and stick with them.
TAURUS April 21-May 21
If you’re running on fumes, it 
may not be possible for you to 
tackle any additional tasks this 
week. Make some hard cuts 
and you’ll be better for it.
GEMINI May 22-June 21
You have several weeks to un-
derstand how recent changes 
will affect you. You may need 
to get a few new friends in your 
circle of supporters.
CANCER June 22-July 22

Don’t be surprised when 
someone from your past ap-
proaches you for advice. You 
may not have all the answers, 
but you can help guide this 
person in the right direction.
LEO July 23-Aug. 23
Some new information has 
put you in a better position to 
make an important decision. 
These details have come just 
in the nick of time.
VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22
You may need to make some 
important decisions regard-
ing your finances in the days 
ahead. It’s now or never to 
square away your short- and 
long-term budget.

LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23
An important relationship is on 
the cusp of reaching a mile-
stone. Enjoy this special time 
and make every effort to com-
memorate it in a unique way.
SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22
Find a way to cool your jets for 
the time being. Extra pres-
sure may have you feeling the 
stress, and you may not be 
putting your best self forward.
SAGITTARIUS Nov. 23-Dec. 21
A passing comment rings true 
to you this week and com-
mands your immediate atten-
tion. You do not want to let any 
opportunities pass over the 
next few days.

CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
Learn how to count the small 
blessings in your life. Doing so 
will help you overcome a chal-
lenging issue that may pop up 
shortly.
AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18
You may need to look inward 
and make changes before you 
start suggesting others make 
their own modifications. Be 
honest in your personal as-
sessment.
PISCES Feb. 19-March 20
There are a few things you are 
still trying to uncover about a 
new person in your life. Keep 
digging because the reveal is 
worth it.

ACROSS
 1. Small deer
 4. Khoikhoi peoples
 9. South African 

statesman
14. Keyboard key
15. Remove
16. A conspicuous 

constellation
17. Data executive
18. Retired NASCAR 

driver
20. Tightens
22. A picture of the 

Virgin Mary
23. “The Mission” ac-

tor Jeremy
24. Confidently
28. More (Spanish)
29. Sports highlight 

show (abbr.)
30. Hand out cards
31. Distinctive Asian 

antelope
33. Arabic greeting
37. Of I
38. Hip hop trio
39. Meat roll
41. One’s mother 

(Brit.)

42. __-GYN
43. Belgian city
44. Plucks
46. Leak slowly
49. Denotes a par-

ticular region
50. General’s assis-

tant (abbr.)
51. Divides
55. Kid
58. Inland Empire 

Expanded Learning 
Symposium

59. Engaged in con-
flict

60. Former CBS 
sportscaster

64. Characterized by 
unity

65. Working-class
66. Corners
67. __ de plume
68. Influential French 

artist
69. “Very” in musical 

terms
70. Financial account

DOWN
 1. Long, flat abdomi-

nal muscles

 2. Small Eurasian 
willow

 3. Justified in terms 
of profitability

 4. Required
 5. River that starts in 

Turkey
 6. Disfigure
 7. A way of communi-

cating (abbr.)
 8. Leaks slowly
 9. Shady place under 

trees
10. Made a speech
11. Long, angry 

speech
12. Mortar trough
13. Autonomic ner-

vous system
19. Southern India 

island
21. Grab quickly
24. Ancient Mesopo-

tamian city
25. With three uneven 

sides
26. Football visionary 

Hunt
27. Primordial mat-

ters
31. Facing towards 

the flow of a glacier
32. “A Delicate Bal-

ance” writer
34. Emits coherent 

radiation
35. Commercial
36. Groups of foot 

bones
40. Out of print
41. Partner to cheese
45. German river
47. Concluding 

speech
48. Spanish dish
52. Prominent Cali-

fornia cape Point __
53. Any high moun-

tain
54. Ethiopian lake
56. Mr. 
57. Excessive fluid 

accumulation in 
tissues

59. Large, flightless 
bird

60. Oil industry term 
(abbr.)

61. Something one 
can draw

62. Officers in charge
63. Greek island
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PUZZLES AND HOROSCOPE
SUDOKU  

Guess Who? answer: Vince Neil

Puzzles are a 9-by-9 
grid, broken down into 
nine 3-by-3 boxes. 
Nos. 1 through 9 must 
fill each row, column 
and box. Each number 
can appear only once 
in each row, column 
and box. Figure out the 
order by using the nu-
meric clues provided. 
The more you name, 
the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle.

GUESS WHO? (answer below Word Search)

I am a singer born in California on Feb. 8, 1961. I 
played basketball and football in school and also 
enjoyed surfing near my LA home. I rose to fame in 
the 1980s, when I was part of a “crüe” with other hard 
rock musicians.

President George W. Bush 
passed through Middletown last 
Thursday after landing at Har-
risburg International Airport. 

The president came to the area 
to appear and speak at Central 
Dauphin High School on his educa-
tion initiatives. Air Force One, the 
president’s official plane, landed 
on the runway of the Pennsylvania 
193rd Air National Guard Unit at 
HIA. Upon deplaning, the presi-
dent was greeted by Col. James 
Lillis, vice commander of the 193rd 
Pennsylvania Air National Guard. 
This was the first time Lillis has 
greeted a president of  the United 
States. He was grateful for the 
opportunity. 

“It’s exciting, quite an honor,” he 
said. “[Bush] is a man I’ve always 
respected.” 

Lillis presented Bush with a 

special 193rd wing coin. 
Bush was also greeted by Lau-

ren Simkulak, 18, who volunteers 
each week at the Penn State Mil-
ton S. Hershey Medical Center 
Children’s Hospital. Last month, 
the USA Freedom Corps, Bush’s 
initiative to engage all Americans 
in service to their neighbors and 
their nation, celebrated its second 
anniversary. Bush is recognizing 
individuals around the country 
like Simkulak, who are answering 
the call to volunteer service. 

Simkulak, a senior at Central 
Dauphin High School, volunteers 
each Saturday at the children’s 
hospital, reading books, playing 
games and helping young patients 
with arts and craft projects. Since 
2001, Simkulak has also helped 
support the children’s hospital 
by volunteering with the Four 

Diamonds Fund, an organization 
that provides financial assistance 
to children being treated for pedi-
atric cancer at this hospital. 

Since 1993, Central Dauphin 
High School has held a 12-hour 
dance marathon. Students stay on 

their feet for 12 hours and partici-
pate in activities to raise money 
for the Four Diamonds Fund. In 
2003, Simkulak served as one of  
three chairpersons for Central 
Dauphin’s Four Diamonds Mini-
THON Committee.

News from the Wednesday, Feb. 18, 2004, edition of  the Press & Journal

Official wants Lower Swatara Township history project
Lower Swatara Township in 

Dauphin County was not always 
Lower Swatara Township in Dau-
phin County. 

The township was first estab-
lished in 1729 as the Township of  
Peshtank in what was then Lan-
caster County. Peshtank means 
“place where water stands.” 

Some might not be aware of  that 
fact, but a township resident wants 

to make sure that more people 
learn of  the rich history of  the 
area. Bob Loych, who was sworn 
in last month as the township’s 
newest commissioner, suggested 
a project to research the history 
of  Lower Swatara and to produce 
a DVD. 

“I want to get it recorded before it 
passes away and changes,” he said. 

Loych moved to Lower Swatara 

Township in 1982. He said that 
he would take his Rottweiler 
for walks in the woods and find 
intriguing things such as grave-
stones from the 1700s.

“I have always had an interest in 
history,” he said. “Finding things 
like that is what really lit my fire 
for it.” 

The township does have a view-
book published that briefly dis-

cusses the history. It recalls facts 
such as that of  Col. James Burd 
being one of  the first landowners 
in the township. Burd authored 
the Middletown Resolves for In-
dependence in June 1774, more 
than a year before the Declaration 
of  Independence was approved 
by the Continental Congress. 
Burd is buried in the Middletown 
Cemetery. 

A presidential visit: Mr. Bush comes to town

Other headlines
• Epstein to run for state 

Senate
• Raider girls basketball 

finishes with two victories
• Police report bags of  co-

caine confiscated, Middletown 
man charged

Hot buys
• Three-day meat sale, 

March 1, 2 and 3. Fox’s Mar-
kets, Middletown.

• Leap Year tanning special, 
$29 for 29 days. Hairport, 2 S. 
Union St., Middletown.

• Breakfast buffet for $4.95, 
every Sunday, 8 to 11 a.m. 
Every Wednesday, batter-
dipped haddock, french fries 
and cole slaw, with seconds 
on the house. $7.50. Bratina’s 
Steak House, across from the 
airport on Route 230.

Above, Air Force One sits on the runway at Harrisburg International Airport. 
Right, President George W. Bush exits the plane and greets onlookers. The 
president was in town to promote his education initiatives last Thursday. He 
spoke at Central Dauphin High School in suburban Harrisburg. 

Mascot comes to life at Kunkel in form of 6-foot kangaroo
On Thursday, a 6-foot-tall mar-

supial was spotted at John C. 
Kunkel Elementary School. 

Known as the Kunkel Kangaroo, 
it was there to give out hugs and 
treats, as it hopped from room to 
room during the children’s class-
room Valentine’s party. 

Although a visitor to the school 
may have been startled by its ap-
pearance, the Kunkel students 
and staff were eagerly awaiting its 
arrival. PTO Vice President Jen 
Albright said the kangaroo was 
there to make its official debut as 
the school mascot. 

She said the PTO recently spon-
sored a contest to give students 
the opportunity to choose a new 
mascot. Albright said the children 
had a good time being creative and 
innovative with their ideas. 

“They played with the letter 
‘K,’” she said. “Their ideas ranged 

from the Kunkel Wild Kats to the 
Kunkel Kool Kats and everything 
in between.” 

Albright said that after the field 
was narrowed to 10, the pupils cast 
the deciding vote. Albright said 
the Kunkel Kangaroo won by a 
landslide.

Middletown police are inves-
tigating a retail theft incident, 
at about 11:40 Sunday, Feb. 8. 

Police said an olive-complex-
ioned adult male, possibly in 
his mid- to late-20s, is depicted 
on store surveillance entering 
the Giant store. He is later seen 
loading his shopping cart with 
an undetermined amount of  
varying sizes of  baby formula, 
according to police reports. 

Store officials discovered the 
incident when finding what 
they described as a “set up” cart 
abandoned in another aisle, 
police said. 

Store officials reviewed the 
video and saw footage of  the 
suspect. 

Police seeking 
male suspect in 
baby food theft
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While Lt. Gov. John Fetter-
man crusades on legalizing 
recreational marijuana, one poll 
released last fall suggests Penn-
sylvanians may not be eager to 
jump on the bandwagon.

They’re right to be cautious.
Lost amid the legalization 

hullabaloo is the chaos unfet-
tered pot will wreak on labor 
practices, workplace litigation, 
employer liability, health care 
costs, and more.

I know. I’m an employer.
Among the jobs my company 

offers are forklift operators, 
where drug-induced impairment 
is not just an inconvenience but 
a major safety hazard. In 2019, 
50 percent of  those to whom we 
offered employment in customer 
service, warehouse positions or 
driving failed drug screenings.

Some of  these applicants use 
marijuana under a doctor’s pre-
scription. While I sympathize, 
traces of  federally illegal pot 
— medically prescribed or not 
— are still illegal, and I remain 
liable for the safety of  my com-
pany’s workplace.  

Such safety concerns are 
real. According to the law firm 
Franklin & Prokopik, employees 
testing positive for marijuana 
had 55 percent more indus-
trial accidents, 85 percent more 
injuries, and 75 percent higher 
absenteeism rates than their 
counterparts.

Fetterman has paralleled 
marijuana to alcohol and 
cigarettes, even claiming mari-
juana is safer. But as Franklin 

& Prokopik note, car crashes 
involving marijuana increased 
300 percent between 2010 and 
2013.  

This rush to legalize recre-
ational pot is plaguing employ-
ers with mass confusion.

Can I require drug-free 
workplaces? Can I be sued for 
discrimination for denying a 
job applicant after a failed drug 
test? Can I discipline employees 
testing positive for marijuana? If  
I discontinue drug screening, do 
I run afoul of  federal laws and 
risk being uninsurable?  What 
if  business contracts require 
my company to comply with all 
federal and state laws — which 
contradict each other?

As an example of  this contra-
diction, a New Jersey court just 
ruled employers must reimburse 
employees for medical marijua-
na, despite its continued illegal-
ity under federal law.  

The list goes on.
Making matters worse is 

that standards — if  they can 
be called such — vary widely 
among states that have legal-
ized recreational marijuana, as 
outlined by Business and Legal 
Resources.

In Nevada, where recreational 
legalization went into effect 
Jan. 1, 2020, employers cannot 
deny employment to applicants 
testing positive for marijuana, 
with some safety-related excep-
tions. In New York City, pre-
employment marijuana drug 
tests generally won’t be allowed, 
also with some exceptions. Il-
linois law prevents employers 
from disciplining or terminat-
ing employees for using “lawful 
products off the premises of  the 
employer during nonworking 
hours.” 

Employers can prohibit em-

ployees from working while im-
paired, but marijuana remains 
in someone’s system far longer 
(up to 30 days) than alcohol, so 
how can impairment be proven? 
And few guidelines exist in cases 
where a disciplined employee 
contests a penalty.  

These scenarios don’t address 
the economic costs of  legaliza-
tion on the state and employers. 
Why should employers be forced 
to police such things to begin 
with?

CurrentCompliance.org, 
which catalogues drug testing 
laws, called these costs “stagger-
ing.” According to one study, in 
states where medical marijuana 
is legal, Social Security Dis-
ability Insurance claims rose 
9.9 percent post-legalization. 
Widespread recreational le-
galization would further spike 
these claims.

Occupational Health & Safety 
Magazine offered additional 
warnings of  increased workers’ 
compensation claims, health 
care and liability insurance pre-
miums, and litigation costs.

Unfortunately, many elected 
officials championing pot-for-fun 
are ignoring these questions, 
which is hardly surprising as 
most of  them have never signed 
the front of  paychecks.  

Before jumping on the pot 
bandwagon, lawmakers should 
count the costs of  legalization 
— and conclude the price tag on 
Pennsylvania is simply too high. 

Rob Shearer owns, with his wife 
and business partner, several 
companies focused on supply 
chain logistics. He is based in 
Boalsburg, Centre County, and 
he is a trustee of  Commonwealth 
Partners Chamber of  Entrepre-
neurs.

EDITORIALVIEWS

Public input on 
parks benefits all

We were pleased that the residents of  
Lower Swatara Township recently were 
given the ability to provide feedback on 
the future of  their parks, in an open public 
meeting.

About 15 people attended the event on the 
evening of  Jan. 30. They were able to walk 
around and place suggestions that they had 
on yellow Post-it notes and them attach 
them to boards around the room represent-
ing each park.

Suggestions included constructing a dog 
park, adding biking and walking trails, 
increasing pollinator areas in as many 
parks as possible, and upgrading basketball 
courts.

Lower Swatara officials and its consult-
ing engineering firm HRG were on hand as 
well, and HRG had a long list of  suggestions 
based on its studies of  the park system.

These are the types of  public meetings 
we like to see, because residents get buy-
in. They can help shape the future of  their 
township, and that benefits everyone. After 
all, these are the people who will be using 
these parks.

How this meeting was handled is in sharp 
contrast to how Middletown is handling the 
replacement of  Kids Kastle at Hoffer Park. 
The public has not been asked for input on 
Little Middletown, Mayor James H. Curry 
III’s idea to replace Kids Kastle, which had 
to close because it deteriorated to the point 
it couldn’t be used safely.

Middletown was expected to learn in 
January if  it received $462,100 for the new 
playground area using federal money ob-
tained through the Land and Water Conser-
vation Fund, but that has not happened yet. 
Little Middletown has an estimated price tag 
of  $924,205. 

But let us remember, too, that Middle-
town is also evaluating all of  its parks, and 
it’s not too late for you to take a Park Input 
Survey.

The effort started in November and will 
continue into the spring. 

Complete the survey by going to middle-
townborough.com or the borough Facebook 
page.

The survey asks residents about which 
park they use the most, how often, and 
when; how they get there; and what features 
they use most at the park and which fea-
tures they use least.

The survey also asks what park residents 
go to outside of  Middletown, and what ac-
tivities they do at these other parks.

Borough Manager Ken Klinepeter said 
survey results will be incorporated into a 
grant the borough plans to apply for toward 
improvements at all the parks.

We hope that the borough will consider 
holding a public event like the one in Lower 
Swatara as well. 

We love the idea of  buy-in for all residents 
to enjoy parks across this area for decades 
to come.

Responsible budget? Only in 
your dreams, Pennsylvanians

In his sixth budget address, 
Gov. Tom Wolf  asked us to 
“imagine” what Pennsylvania 
would look like if  he could 
purchase everything on his wish 
list. To cover the costs, he wants 
to raise overall spending a mas-
sive 6.1 percent. He also wants to 
borrow $5.5 billion — a loan that 
our kids will be paying off with 
interest for the next 30 years.

It doesn’t take much imagi-
nation to know that we can’t 
borrow or tax our 
way to prosperity.

Pennsylvania 
is already $121 
billion in debt. 
That’s $9,000 
for every man, 
woman and child 
in the state. Add-
ing billions more 
is worse than 
irresponsible.

Including 
gimmicks like 
the “shadow 
budget” and 
earmarks, our 
budget process is 
already rife with 
sneaky tactics to 
squeeze billions 
of  extra dollars 
out of  Pennsyl-
vanians’ wallets 
to fund question-
able government 
programs with little oversight or 
transparency.

But Wolf  is finding even more 
ways to spend money we don’t 
have. Agencies and depart-
ments under Wolf’s supervision 
routinely spend far beyond the 
budget lawmakers approve. How 
much more? Wolf  has overspent 
by more than $1 billion in the 
last two years alone. It seems 
that if  Wolf  can’t convince the 
Legislature to spend as much 

as he wants, he’s willing to 
ignore them.

Lawmakers must take 
back control and reject 
Wolf’s “tax, borrow and 
spend” dreams. That 
means applying restraints 
on ballooning spending and 

pursuing solutions that can do 
more for less.

Take education, for example. 
Wolf  needs to learn that we can’t 
fix the problems in our schools 
by simply throwing more money 
at them. Wolf  proudly proposed 
borrowing $1.1 billion for school 
buildings. But he didn’t mention 
that school districts are cur-
rently sitting on reserve funds 
of  $4.6 billion. Wouldn’t it make 

sense to dip into 
school reserves 
to fund school 
improvements 
before borrowing 
another billion 
dollars?

Nor did he men-
tion that Penn-
sylvania already 
spends $3,900 
more per student 
than the national 
average. State 
funding for public 
schools has hit 
a record high of  
$12.5 billion for 
the fifth consecu-
tive year. Nobody 
can say we aren’t 
investing in our 
students.

Still, families 
across the state 
are dissatisfied. 

Many have sought alternatives 
like charter schools and scholar-
ships for private education, with 
tens of  thousands of  kids on 
waiting lists or outright denied 
both of  these school choice op-
tions.

Wolf  seems willfully ignorant 
of  these facts. As President Don-
ald Trump brought to light in 
his State of  the Union address, 
Wolf  vetoed bipartisan legisla-
tion bolstering tax credit schol-

arships, stranding 50,000 low- 
and middle-income students 
in schools they were trying to 
leave.

And now the governor is wag-
ing all-out war against charter 
schools, announcing his inten-
tion to cut funding for charter 
school students. 

The changes would drive 
thousands of  students out of  the 
schools they’ve chosen, in many 
cases back to the schools they 
fled. 

Despite the fact that these pro-
grams save taxpayers billions of  
dollars and are wildly popular 
with voters, Wolf  took them to 
task in his address, calling them 
a “sham” and “little more than 
fronts for private management 
companies.”

We can spend our money 
smarter through sound policy, 
and we can make hard budget-
ing decisions easier for lawmak-
ers by placing real limits on 
spending.

The General Assembly should 
pass the Taxpayer Protection 
Act as soon as possible, which 
limits spending increases to 
keep the budget in line with pop-
ulation and inflation. If  the Tax-
payer Protection Act had been in 
effect since 2003, Pennsylvanians 
would have saved more than 
$12,000 per family of  four. This 
commonsense bill, which enjoys 
bipartisan support, will ensure 
that future economic downturns 
won’t leave Pennsylvania even 
deeper in debt.

Wolf  should consider smart 
solutions like these before 
mortgaging our state’s financial 
future. 

He can’t assume Pennsylva-
nians will always have more 
money to throw at our state’s 
problems. Nor should he assume 
they’ll “imagine” along with him 
on the road to financial ruin.

Nathan Benefield is vice presi-
dent and COO of  the Common-
wealth Foundation (common-
wealthfoundation.org), Pennsyl-
vania’s free market think tank.
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Legalizing recreational marijuana
is a headache for business owners

NATHAN 
BENEFIELD

ROB 
SHEARER

America’s population is 
soaring. Our nation houses 330 
million people. And each year, 
that number grows by 2 million. 
By 2065, more than 440 mil-
lion people may call the United 
States home.

This explosive growth threat-
ens everything Americans 
hold dear, including our open 
spaces, pristine air and water, 
and abundant wildlife. Much of  
the natural landscape around 
us is being subdivided and 
paved over. Farms are turning 
into shopping centers. Mead-
ows are giving way to housing 
developments. 

Fortunately, two senators — 
Michael Bennet, D-Colorado, 
and Tom Udall, D-New Mexico 
— recently introduced a resolu-
tion that could help conserve 
the environment. Senate 
Resolution 32, otherwise known 
as the “30 by 30” resolution, 
urges the federal government 
to “establish a national goal of  
conserving at least 30 percent 

of  the land and ocean of  the 
United States by 2030.”

This resolution couldn’t 
have come at a better time. 
America loses 1.5 million 
acres of  natural land per 
year. Development has 

destroyed half  of  our wetlands. 
More than 12,000 plant and 
animal species are currently at 
risk of  extinction. Our oceans 
have seen dramatic reductions 
in coral reefs, mangroves, and 
fishes. And nearly a third of  
North American birds have 
disappeared since 1970.   

Overdevelopment exacer-
bates the effects of  climate 
change by pushing commu-
nities into floodplains and 
fire-prone areas. If  we don’t act 
now, the adverse consequences 
of  warming — including more 
frequent and intense wildfires, 
storms and floods — will ravage 
the United States in the future.   

To combat this looming catas-
trophe, the resolution calls for a 
cooperative conservation effort 
between the federal govern-
ment, states, local communi-
ties, Native American tribes, 
and private landowners. That’s 
the right approach — we are all 
in this together, and we all have 

to work together to address the 
challenge of  overdevelopment.

Overall, the United States 
adds enough people to create 
a new Los Angeles County — 
about 10 million people — every 
few years. Pew Research pre-
dicts America will add another 
25 million people by 2030.   

In other words, many open 
spaces will transform into end-
less urban sprawl.

Combatting overpopulation 
and overdevelopment is the best 
way to protect the environment. 
Globally, the human population 
is predicted to increase from 7.7 
billion to 8.6 billion by 2030 and 
9.8 billion by 2050. Unless we 
act now, the resulting voracious 
demand for land and natural 
resources will likely result in a 
sixth mass extinction of  plants 
and animals. 

Given the sheer political cha-
os we see in Washington, D.C., 
every single day, it’s not just 
refreshing, but inspiring, seeing 
a vision put forward like Senate 
Resolution 32. It’s time for all 
environmentalists to voice their 
support for the effort.

Gary Wockner, PhD, is a scien-
tist and conservationist based in 
Colorado. 

Help environment, limit population boom
GARY 
WOCKNER

Wolf proudly 
proposed borrowing 
$1.1 billion for school 
buildings. But he 
didn’t mention that 
school districts are 
currently sitting on 
reserve funds of $4.6 
billion. Wouldn’t it 
make sense to dip 
into school reserves 
to fund school 
improvements before 
borrowing another 
billion dollars?

U.S. Senate
Sen. Pat Toomey: 248 Russell 
Senate Office Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510, 202-224-4254. 
www.toomey.senate.gov.
Sen. Bob Casey: 393 Russell Sen-
ate Office Building, Washing-
ton, D.C. 20510, 202- 224-6324 or 
866-802-2833. www.casey.senate.
gov.
U.S. House
Rep. Scott Perry, 10th District: 1207 
Longworth House Office Build-
ing, Washington, D.C. 20515. 
202-225-5836. perry.house.gov.
Governor
Gov. Tom Wolf: 508 Main Capitol 
Building, Harrisburg, PA 17120. 
717-787-2500. website: www.
governor.pa.gov.
State Legislature
Rep. Tom Mehaffie, 106th District: 
district office, 250 W. Choco-
late Ave., Suite 2, Hershey, PA 
17033. 717-534-1323. tmehaffie@

pahousegop.com. www.repme-
haffie.com.
Rep. David S. Hickernell, 98th 
District: 43A East Wing, P.O. 
Box 202098, Harrisburg, PA 
17120-2098. 717-783-2076. www.
rephickernell.com. dhickern@
pahousegop.com.
Rep. Patty Kim, 103rd District: 
G11 Irvis Office Building, P.O. 
Box 202103, Harrisburg, PA 
17120-2103. 717-783-9342. www.
pahouse.com/kim.
Sen. David Arnold, 48th District: 
Senate Box 203048, Harrisburg, 
PA 17120-3048. Room: 352 Main 
Capitol. 717-787-5708. 
Sen. John DiSanto, 15th District: 
Senate Box 203015, Harrisburg, 
PA 17120-3015. Room: 168 Main 
Capitol. 717-787-6801. 
Middletown Borough
Mayor James H. Curry III: 463 N. 
Union St. Middletown, PA 
17057. 610-533-4751. jameshcur-

ryiii@gmail.com.
Council President Angela Lloyd: 
717-712-6781, alloyd@middle-
townborough.com.
Council Vice President Ian Red-
dinger: 717-350-5555.
Richard Kluskiewicz: 717-944-3504, 
rklu@middletownborough.
com.
Dawn Knull: 717-497-1302, dm-
knull@gmail.com.
Jenny Miller: 717-574-6716, jmill-
er@middletownborough.com.
Scott Sites: 717-350-9329, ssites@
middletownborough.com.
Ellen Willenbecher: 717-580-6907, 
ewillenbecher@middletown-
borough.com.
Dauphin County Commissioners
Jeff Haste, chairman, Mike Pries, 
vice chairman,  George P. Hartwick, 
III, secretary: Dauphin County 
Administration Building, 2 S, 
Second St., 4th Floor, Harris-
burg, PA  17101. 717-780-6300.
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By Larry Etter
Press & Journal Staff

The Middletown boys basket-
ball team finished up its 2019-2020 
season last week with a pair of  
games played and another one 
canceled Friday. 

On Tuesday, the Blue Raiders 
played host to Milton Hershey, 
the No. 2 team in the Mid-Penn 
Conference Capital Division, suf-
fering a loss to the Spartans. On 
Thursday, the Raiders traveled 
to Annville-Cleona and posted 
a 51-41 victory over the Little 
Dutchmen, a team that had quali-
fied for the District III playoffs. 

The win gave the Blue Raid-
ers their seventh of  the season, 
to go with 14 losses, along with 
real hopes of  better and brighter 
things to come. A girls and boys 
doubleheader scheduled for 
Friday at Lower Dauphin was 
canceled because of  the death 
of  a LD senior student.

With a roster filled with under-
classmen, the Middletown squad 
under second-year head coach 
Chris Bradford showed steady 
improvement during a trying 
season in which the Raiders were 
competitive throughout. 

Led by Trinity, Milton Her-
shey, Camp Hill and Steelton-
Highspire, the Capital Division 

was very solid and the non-con-
ference opponents were tough 
as well.

The Raiders will strive to be-
come part of  the upper level in 
the future. 

Milton Hershey 71,  
Middletown 34

The athleticism and talent 
level of  Milton Hershey were on 
display Feb. 4 as the Spartans got 
off to a fast start and cruised to an 
easy win over the Blue Raiders. 

Following up on an 86-34 vic-
tory earlier in the season, the 
Spartans rolled again, taking 
advantage of  ice cold shooting 
and costly turnovers by their 
hosts in the runaway win. 

Ka’Ron George led the way 
with a game-high 20 points while 
teammates Gabe Rojas, Avohn 
Cross and Josh Parra chipped 
in with 10 each as the Spartans 
dominated from start to finish. 

Jules Nester and Tajae Broadie 
teamed for 18 points for Middle-
town in the loss. 

Nester opened up the scoring 
in the game, hitting a pair of  
free throws early. But the Blue 
Raiders, at times hurrying shots 
that missed their marks, went 
scoreless during the following 

Middletown boys 
split pair to end 
season at 7 wins

Please see RAIDERS, page 7

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DEBBIE SPEAR

Above, Middletown’s Kate Fitzpatrick, right, watches a free throw go through the hoop at Milton Hershey on Feb. 4 to break the all time Blue Raider girls 
basketball scoring record. Below right, Makayla Claggett drives against Milton Hershey.

Jose Lopez, Middletown’s all-
time leading rusher, announced 
Feb. 5 that he will attend the Uni-
versity of  Albany in New York to 
continue his academic and athletic 
careers.

He will enter the School of  
Business after completing several 
required elective courses.

“I really liked the school and 
what they offered,” he said.

Also signing Feb. 5 with colleges 
were Jordyn Dupes, who will play 
women’s soccer at West Chester 
University, Zach Malay, who will 
run cross country at Penn State 
Harrisburg, and Arthur Dash, 
who will play football at Millers-
ville University. 

Lopez finished his high school 
career with 6,197 yards on 750 car-
ries and 75 rushing touchdowns. 
He broke the school rushing re-
cord as a junior, outpacing Brady 
Fox’s total of  4,372 and Jaelen 
Thompson’s 3,818. Fox played from 
2014-2017, and Thompson from 
2013-2016.

He is a two-time Offensive MVP 
in the Mid-Penn Conference 
Capital Division, a three-time all-
conference running back, and a 
one-time all-state running back.

“I want to start off by thanking 
God for everything he has blessed 
me with. I also want to thank my 
family, my trainer … and his fam-
ily, and all my coaches for always 
believing in me and pushing me to 
be the best student-athlete I could 
possibly be. Since a kid I knew I 
wanted to play football at the D1 

level. I’m beyond thankful for all of  
the schools who have given me in-
terest and offered me scholarships 
to be a student-athlete at their 
institutions. I always told myself  
I’d be committing to wherever I 
feel is home for me. I have found 
my home, and I have no doubt that 
this is where I wanna be spending 
the next 4-5 years. With that being 
said, I am 110 percent committed to 

The University at Albany,” Lopez 
tweeted Feb. 5. 

The Albany Great Danes foot-
ball program competes in the 
NCAA Football Championship 
Subdivision as a member of  the 
Colonial Athletic Association.

“Jose has a punishing running 
style that fits in very nicely with 
our running back history.  He 
possesses the ability to run hard, 

block, and help in the pass game,” 
University at Albany football head 
coach Greg Gattuso said.

The team was 9-5 in 2019, and 6-2 
in their conference. They made it 
to the second round of  the FCS 
playoffs, losing 47-21 at Montana 
State. The week before, they won 
their first FCS playoff game ever, 
42-14 against Central Connecticut 
State.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Middletown Area High School student-athletes Jordyn Dupes, Zachary Malay, Arthur Dash and Jose Lopez 
announced their college choices Feb. 5.

Lopez, Middletown’s all-time leading rusher, 
picks Albany; Dupes, Dash and Malay commit

Fitzpatrick sets record
Middletown senior passes 
Burton-Jones on career points 
list in win over Milton Hershey
By Jason Maddux
jasonmaddux@pressandjournal.com

Coming into the season, it ap-
peared very likely that Kate Fitz-
patrick would break the Middle-
town girls career scoring record.

She had 1,251 points entering 
her senior season, and she scored 
461 points as a junior, so a similar 
performance in her final year 
would easily get her the record.

But then she missed a few games 
with injuries. As it turns out, it 
took until the last game of  the 
season for her to reach the scor-
ing mark.

In the first quarter at Milton 
Hershey on Feb. 4, Fitzpatrick 
made a free throw to register her 

1,587th point, passing 2016 gradu-
ate Ja’Lynn Burton-Jones. She 
ended up with 32 points total to 
lead Middletown to a 49-31 win. 
That included eight 3-pointers, a 
career best.

What made it even more special 
for Fitzpatrick is that Burton-
Jones, now a standout at Central 
Penn College, was in attendance, 
“which meant everything to me.”

“I have looked up to her for 
many years. She has always helped 
guide me and motivate me over 
the years. When I was younger, 
she always took me in as if  I were 
part of  the high school team even 
though I was only in seventh grade 

Please see SCORING, page 7
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KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE  2/11/20 - 2/17/20

HERSHEY
533-6445

BONELESS SKINLESS
CHICKEN THIGHS
MUST BUY 5 LBS

$1lb.

USDA CERTIFIED ANGUS
CHOPPED STEAK
MUST BUY 5 LBS+

359
lb.

21/25 CT EZ PEEL
JUMBO PINK SHRIMP
SOLD IN 2 LB BAGSSOLD IN 2 LB BAGS

699
lb.

USDA CHOICE BONELESS
NEW YORK STRIP
STEAKS
12 LB AVG 499

lb.

12 LB AVG 4

KARNS HEART SHAPED
LUMP CRAB CAKES

350
ea.

USDA CHOICE BONELESS
RIB EYE STEAKS & SWEET
HEART RIB EYE STEAKS

1199
lb.

10 - 14 OZ MARIE
CALLENDER’S
COMFORT DINNER
OR BOWL & SMALL
POT PIES

5 FOR 
$10 

Plus!
BUY 5 GET 1

FREE

8.5 - 15.35 OZ
OREO COOKIES

2 FOR 
$5 

FRESH BROCCOLI
CROWNS OR
GREEN BEANS

12 CT SUNKIST
NAVAL ORANGES

499
ea.

99¢
lb.

Fall in l  ve
with Savings!
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