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Public notices in this 
week’s Press & Journal
• LONDONDERRY TOWNSHIP: Es-
tate of  John Devaney. 4
• SWATARA TOWNSHIP: Estate of  
Alice Light. 4
• DERRY TOWNSHIP: Estate of  
Dorothy Miele. 4
• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  John 
Sheaffer. 4
• SOUTH HANOVER TOWNSHIP: 
Estate of  Esther Rhine. 4
• LOWER SWATARA TOWNSHIP: 
Estate of  Frank Simione. 4
• DERRY TOWNSHIP: Estate of  
Elizabeth Dunkleberger. 4
• LONDONDERRY TOWNSHIP: Zon-
ing Board Hearing. 4
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By Phyllis Zimmerman
Special to the Press & Journal

The Middletown Area School Board 
passed a resolution Dec. 17 stating that 
the district won’t raise real estate taxes 
next year beyond its state-appointed index 
of  3.69 percent for 2020-21.

Superintendent Lori Suski stressed that 
the resolution doesn’t mean that a district 
tax increase already is in place for next 
year. Instead, it means 
that if  the school board 
eventually does elect 
to raise taxes for next 
year, members are lim-
ited to an increase no 
higher than the state 
index.

Last year, the school 
board voted to increase 
the district’s prop-
erty tax rate by 2.44 
percent for 2019-20, 
the district’s first tax 
increase since 2014-15. 
Although the district 
initially proposed an 
increase of  4.37 for last 
year, the finalized in-
crease was well under 
the state index.

As it looks now, 
the Middletown Area 
School District is fac-
ing a deficit of  $6.3 
million for the 2020-21 
fiscal year, but district 
Chief Financial Officer 
David Franklin said 
last week that figure 
is far from final. Ad-
ministrators said they plan to continue 
fine-tuning next year’s budget proposal 
until the school board finalizes the plan 
in June 2020.

“There are still a lot of  unknowns 
at this point,” Franklin told the school 
board on Dec. 17. “A lot of  what’s here 
may not survive the red pen of  Dr. Suski 
and myself.”

Franklin presented a 2020-21 prelimi-
nary general fund budget draft for the 
district at a school board meeting Dec. 17, 
a month earlier than the district’s usual 
annual budget timeline. The state bumped 
up the district’s deadline for preparing a 
2020-21 preliminary general fund budget 
because Pennsylvania is holding its 2020 
primary election in April, a month earlier 
than usual due to next year’s presidential 
election.

The early deadline resulted in district 
administrators developing a preliminary 

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown could learn very 
soon if  the borough will be 
awarded federal funds to build a 
new playground to replace Kids 
Kastle in Hoffer Park.

On Nov. 14, the Pennsylvania 
Department of  Conservation and 
Natural Resources announced its 
recommendation that $462,100 be 
awarded to the borough for the 
new playground using federal 
money obtained through the Land 
and Water Conservation Fund.

Use of  the funds must be ap-
proved by the National Park Ser-

vice, said Lori K. Yeich, recreation 
and conservation manager in the 
Central Pennsylvania Regional 
Office of  DCNR’s Bureau of  Rec-
reation and Conservation.

Yeich is optimistic the National 
Park Service will approve the 

request.
“It’s a strong project,” she told 

the Press & Journal during a 
phone interview Dec. 9. “We don’t 
foresee there being any problems, 
but I can’t guarantee” the outcome.

The new playground — dubbed 
Little Middletown by Mayor James 
H. Curry III, who has led efforts 
to replace Kids Kastle after the 
borough closed it in June 2018 
— has an estimated price tag of  
$924,205, according to conceptual 
documents drawn up by borough 
consulting engineers HRG.

The $462,100 grant of  fed-
eral funds would cover half  that 
amount. Middletown must pro-

vide a 50 percent match to cover 
the other half, Yeich said.

Most of  the match from the bor-
ough — $436,000 — will come from 
a state grant the borough received 
years ago from another agency, the 
Department of  Community and 
Economic Development.

DCED had awarded the grant 
for a developer to build Woodlayne 
Court apartments on Wilson 
Street. The developer repaid the 
money to the borough in 2013, and 
the money has been sitting in an 
account ever since. 

DCED in June approved Middle-

Decision close on $462,000 Hoffer grant
Money would help replace Kids Kastle with Little Middletown

“It’s a strong project. We 
don’t foresee there being 
any problems, but I can’t 
guarantee [the outcome].”

 Lori K. Yeich, DCNR’s Bureau of 
Recreation and Conservation

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

The door to allowing alcoholic 
beverages in Middletown parks 
would be opened if  borough 
council gives final approval to a 
proposed ordinance during its 
Jan. 6 meeting.

The proposal, which council 
approved for advertisement Dec. 
3, would create an exception to 
the blanket prohibition against 
alcoholic beverages in Middle-
town parks that now exists under 

borough law.
If  enacted, the proposed ordi-

nance would give council “the 
discretion to permit open con-
tainers of  alcoholic beverages 
in any park area at authorized 
special events” that are approved 
by the council.

The event would have to com-
ply with all applicable laws and 
regulations of  the Pennsylvania 
Liquor Control Board, accord-
ing to a notice of  the proposed 

Borough may allow alcohol 
in parks for some events

Please see GRANT, page 4 Please see ALCOHOL, page 4

Lower Swatara Police Officer Randall Richards, South Central PA 
Highway Safety Coordinator Matthew Frampton, Highway Safety 
Network law enforcement liaison Jeff Bowman, and Swatara 
Police Officer Brandon Ryder meet to discuss truck traffic July 
24 as part of the aggressive driving enforcement wave.

‘WE PLAY WITH BIG TRUCKS’
STAFF PHOTOS BY LAURA HAYES

Lower Swatara Police Officer Randall Richards walks back to his squad car following a traffic stop with Swatara Township police on Eisenhower Boulevard on July 24. 

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

About 70 percent of  the traffic 
stops that Lower Swatara Patrol 
Officer Randall Richards makes 
involve trucks. 

That’s because Richards is the 
department’s MCSAP (short for 
the Motor Carrier Safety Assis-
tance Program) officer.

“Basically, we play with big 
trucks,” Richards said. 

That means he enforces com-
mercial vehicle laws and inspects 
the drivers and their trucks to 
make sure they can safely be on 
the road.

With more warehouses on the 

way to the township, it’s likely 
Richards’ job will continue to be 
a busy one.

There are just about 100 ware-
houses in central Pennsylvania. 
In Lower Swatara alone, there are 
plans to build three more. 

UPS wants to begin work on its 
new warehouse on North Union 
Street soon, and Lower Swatara 
commissioners gave the company 
permission to start site work once 
its permits are approved in June. 
A couple weeks later, the commis-
sioners approved Wilsbach Dis-
tributors’ plans for a distribution 
center on the corner of  Longview 
Drive and Oberlin Road. 

D&H Distributing received 

permission to rezone the former 
Jednota property with the inten-
tion to build two warehouses on 
either side of  Rosedale Avenue. 

With more warehouses will 
inevitably come more trucks on 
township roads. In October, UPS 
officials estimated that 150 trucks 
would go in and out of  the facility 
on a daily basis, with the number 
increasing to 180 during peak 
season. 

D&H and Wilsbach have pre-
sented lower numbers in com-
parison with D&H estimating 
that 46 trucks would come in and 
out during peak season by year 

With presence of warehouses continuing to grow in township, Lower 
Swatara officer focuses on commercial vehicles and their safety

MASD may 
face deficit, 
but votes 
for tax hike 
restraint

Please see MASD, page 6

Please see TRUCKS, page 4

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Middletown Area Business Association recently announced the winners of its first house-decorating contest, which was called ’Tis the 
Season to Deck the House. First place went to 657 Hoffer St., which is shown above. Second place went to 1428 Old Reliance Drive, and third 
place to 36 Spruce St. Go to www.pressandjournal.com to see those houses. Best of Middletown was awarded to 226-228 E. Emaus St. Best of 
Lower Swatara went to 1375 Spring House Road. Best of Royalton was won by 46 Dock St. Honorable mentions went to 901 Deatrich St.; 403 
S. Wood St.; 703 S. Union St.;  219 Adelia St.; and 1400 Candlewycke Drive.

Business association announces house decoration winners

“There are 
still a lot of 
unknowns 
at this 
point. A lot 
of what’s 
here may 
not survive 
the red pen 
of Dr. Suski 
and myself.”
MASD Chief 
Financial 
Officer David 
Franklin
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Happy New Year to everyone out there!

TO PLACE YOUR BUSINESS 
IN THIS DIRECTORY:

contact the Press And Journal at: 20 S.Union Street, Middletown
E-mail: info@pressandjournal.com       Phone: 717-944-4628

AUTO DEALER
Hondru Auto
2005 South Market Street, 
Elizabethtown
717-367-6644

AUTO SERVICE
Dailey’s Service Station
200 East Main Street, Middletown
717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station
138 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service
231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown
717-944-7154

FLOWERS
Michele Hughes Lutz
Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton 
717-944-5425

HALLMARK CARDS  
& GIFTS
Middletown Pharmacy 
& Gift Shop
436 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1640

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Dale Sinniger & Son Electric
717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring
5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg
717-545-6103

HW Wilson Roofing
2161 North Union Street, Middletown 
717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service
3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown
717-367-3724

INSURANCE
State Farm Insurance
Steve Lane
735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

PRINTING
Press And Journal Publications
Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery
For More Information 
717-944-4628

RESIDENTIAL 
COMMUNITY
Woodland Hills
103 Sage Boulevard, Middletown
717-629-6177

SALON
Sharp Cuts
124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000

Support Your 
Local Businesses

Happy New Year! Let this day 
be all bells and whistles, and let 
the celebration continue. What 
a wonderful brand new year for 
all of  us to look forward to ... we 
have 12 months of  newness!

I wish you all many blessings 
and joy throughout it all. 

Don’t forget to share your 
news with me! 

Birthdays 
Happy landmark 21st birthday 

to Ashu Gill of  Middletown on 
New Year’s Day, Wednesday, 
Jan. 1. Congrats! 

Cassie Smith of  Middletown 
marks her ninth birthday on 
Thursday, Jan. 2. Hope your day 
is razzle dazzle, Cassie!

Tirah Elliot of  Lower Royal-
ton celebrates cake day No. 21 
on Friday, Jan. 3. Congrats and 
happy big-deal birthday! 

Happy super Sunday birthday 
to Barb Dagenhart of  Lower 
Swatara on Jan. 5. Have a won-
derful day, Barb! 

Happy birthday to double-digit 
midget Safia Aman of  Lower 
Swatara Township, 10 on Sun-
day, Jan. 5! I hope your day is 
full of  sparkles and glitter!

Rich Zito celebrates his very 
happy birthday on Monday, Jan. 
6. Have a marvelous week, Rich!

Happy 23rd cake-and-ice 
cream day to Alexis Hile on Mon-
day, Jan. 6. May all your dreams 
come true in 2020! 

Anniversaries 
Happy 33rd anniversary to 

Cliff and Jodi Lynn Harro on 
Friday, Jan. 3. Happy New Year! 
Enjoy your romantic weekend! 

Best wishes to Bernie and 

Judy Sobotka of  Lower Swatara 
as they celebrate their anniver-
sary on Monday, Jan. 6. Enjoy!

New Year’s poem
2020 will be an exciting year!
I cannot believe it is already 

here.
The year 2019 went by so fast, 
So many good things made me 

want it to last. 
Hope the holiday season pro-

vided great cheer,
Wow, we look forward to en-

joying this new year.
What do you anticipate mak-

ing 2020 grand? 
Make a list with pencil in 

hand, 
How about playing outside 

during summer?
Underneath the stars you can 

catch some slumber.
Or, say hi to Logan at Hershey 

Park,
Or, watching fireworks when 

it gets dark.
Maybe a graduation is on the 

horizon, 
Get up early, enjoy the sun 

risin’!
Maybe travel for a holiday 

visit,
Eating and laughing and all 

that’s implicit.
If  you truly want to make this 

year great,
Better plan now before it’s too 

late!
— SLAP

New Year’s Pork Dish
1 (32 oz.) package of  sauer-

kraut 
1 apple, cored and cut into thin 

slices
1/4 c. onion, chopped 

2 Tbsp. brown sugar 
2 Tbsp. maple syrup
1 (2-3 lbs.) boneless pork roast
1/2 tsp. salt 
1/2 tsp. pepper
2 Tbsp. butter 
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. 

In a large bowl, combine sau-
erkraut, apple, onion, brown 
sugar, syrup, set aside. Sprinkle 
salt and pepper over pork. Melt 
butter in a large oven safe sauce-
pan or Dutch oven until sizzling. 
Place pork in pan over medium 
heat, turning frequently for 7 to 
9 minutes, or until brown. Add 
the sauerkraut mixture, cover. 
Bake in oven 1 1/2- to 2 hours. 
Pork temperature should be at 
160 degrees. Serve with apple-
sauce. 

Ladies brunch 
All women are invited to 

attend “Laughter is the Best 
Medicine” brunch buffet at 9:30 
a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 15. 

The feature display is Alex 
Norris, weaver, from Hum-
melstown. Come see an exhibit 
of  unique, personally crafted 
woven garments.

The musicians will be Dan and 
Bonnie Winters, vocalists from 
Phillipsburg.

The speaker is Bonnie Win-
ters. She will humorously share 
“Don’t Stay Lost ... Here’s the 
Way Out.”

For reservations, please con-
tact Joy, 717-450-5400, or Mary, 
717-533-3497, or email joyma-
clean8@comcast.net by Jan. 10.

This event is presented by 
Hershey Area Women’s Connec-
tion, affiliated with Christian 
Women’s Clubs of  America. 

Quote of the Week 
“Go ahead. Plant new begin-

nings together with Jesus and 
give yourself  grace. You are His 
beloved.” — Bonnie Gray, author 
and encourager. 

Question of the Week 
What excites you most about 

the year 2020?
“I don’t know what will hap-

pen in the future!” — Ayden 
Windows, 5, Susquehanna Town-
ship.

“I’m excited for 2020, because 
spring, then summer will come!” 
— Ayla Windows, 9, Susquehan-
na Township. 

“Trying new things!” — Anna 
Benkovic, 10, Lower Paxton 
Township.

“Playing outside during the 
summer.” — Jon Benkovic, 9, 
Lower Paxton Township.

“Easter!” — Ryan Benkovic, 5, 
Lower Paxton Township.

“Looking forward to a HS 
graduation and possible travel 
opportunities.” — Amy Benner, 
Royalton. 

“Being an eighth-grader and 
being old enough to work at Her-
shey Park!” — Logan Benner, 13, 
Royalton. 

“The quest to making my 
lifetime beyond ordinary!” — 
Michelle Kruse, Cleveland, Ohio.

Proverb for the Week 
Wine is a mocker, strong drink 

a brawler, and whoever is led 
astray by it is not wise (20:1).

Reach LaVonne Ackerman at 
717-649-7366 or by email at La-
VonneAck@comcast.net.

With nearly a quarter of  Penn-
sylvania’s licensed drivers 65 
years of  age or older, the Wolf  
administration recently hosted 
an event at Messiah Lifeways in 
Mechanicsburg to highlight the 
unique challenges faced by older 
drivers during Older Driver Safety 
Awareness Week, which was ob-
served Dec. 2-6. 

“Mobility is essential to quality 
of  life at any age,” said Kurt My-
ers, Pennsylvania Department of  
Transportation Deputy Secretary 
for Driver and Vehicle Services. 
“Many older drivers have a life-
time of  valuable driving experi-
ence to draw from, and PennDOT 
continually seeks to balance the 
safety of  our roadways with the 
need for independence and au-
tonomy.” 

About 23 percent of  Pennsylva-
nia’s 8.9 million licensed drivers 
are 65 or older. In 2018, there were 
21,746 crashes involving a driver 65 
or older, resulting in 330 fatalities. 
This is nearly 17 percent of  the 
total crashes in Pennsylvania and 
nearly 28 percent of  the fatalities. 

“As Pennsylvania’s aging popu-
lation continues to grow, the Wolf  
administration is committed to 
ensuring that older adults have 
the resources they need to remain 
active in and connected to their 
communities,” Secretary of  Ag-
ing Robert Torres said. “Driver 
safety awareness is a big part of  
that picture, and if  older adults 
need to make adjustments, acces-
sible and available transportation 
alternatives become key to getting 
around. Pennsylvania is fortunate 
that our lottery proceeds help to 
fund these alternative services.” 

Pennsylvania has a network 

of  shared-ride service providers 
dedicated to keeping older adults 
mobile, safe, and engaged in their 
community. This free transporta-
tion program allows citizens age 
65 or older to ride for free on a 
local, fixed-route service when-
ever local public transportation 
is operating. During 2017-18, 83,252 
riders accessed the Shared-Ride 
Program, totaling more than 3.3 
million rides. 

“Winter weather conditions, 
including snow and ice, longer 
nights, and heavy holiday traffic, 
can create challenges for drivers of  
all ages,” said Col. Robert Evanch-
ick, commissioner of  the Pennsyl-
vania State Police. “We can all do 
our part to keep ourselves and our 
fellow travelers safe on the road by 
slowing down, buckling up, and 
never driving while impaired or 
distracted.” 

Representatives from PennDOT, 
PDA, AARP and PSP manned in-
formation booths to share advice 
and methods for helping Messiah 
Village residents safely extend 
their years on the road. Advice 
ranged from knowledge of  cur-
rent and less emphasized laws to 
recognizing signs that it might be 
time to give up driving. 

For example, one program dis-
cussed was CarFit, an educational 
program created by the American 
Society on Aging and developed 
with AAA, AARP, and the Ameri-
can Occupational Therapy As-
sociation. 

CarFit is designed to help older 
drivers find out how well they 
currently “fit” their personal 
vehicle, to learn how they can 
improve their fit, and to promote 
conversations about driver safety 

and community mobility. 
While every person ages dif-

ferently, aging typically brings 
certain — sometimes subtle — 
physical, visual, and cognitive 
changes that could impair an older 
person’s ability to drive safely. 
Older drivers and their families 
should work together to identify 
potential issues that may affect 
driving, outline courses of  action 
to assist the older driver, and plan 
for when it’s time to hang up the 
keys. 

Signs that can indicate it might 
be time to limit or stop driving 
altogether include: 

• Feeling uncomfortable, fearful, 
or nervous when driving. 

• Unexplained dents/scrapes 
on the car, fences, mailboxes or 
garage doors. 

• Frequently getting lost and 
frequent “close calls” (i.e. almost 
crashing). 

• Slower response times, par-
ticularly to unexpected situations. 

• Difficulty paying attention to 
signs or staying in the lane of  
traffic. 

• Trouble judging gaps at inter-
sections or highway entrance/
exit ramps. 

The Wolf  administration en-
courages older drivers and their 
loved ones to review PennDOT’s 
Seniors Driving Safely publication 
series, which can be downloaded 
for free from the PennDOT Driver 
and Vehicle Services website. 

These publications help older 
drivers assess their abilities and 
offer guidance on next steps if  
their medical condition is reported 
to PennDOT. The series also in-
cludes a publication designed to 
guide family and friends of  older 

drivers in what can sometimes 
be difficult conversations about 
deciding to stop driving, as well 
as information for health care 
providers on PennDOT’s medical 
reporting program. 

The following safe-driving hab-
its, which should be routine at any 
age, are especially useful to older 
drivers: 

• Plan ahead: lengthy car trips 
should be made during daylight 
hours. Morning may be best be-
cause most people aren’t as tired 
as they are in the afternoon.

• Don’t drive in rush-hour traf-
fic if  you can avoid it. Plan trips 
after 9 a.m. or before 5 p.m. Know 
what roads near home are most 
congested and avoid them. 

• When driving long distances, 
especially in winter, call ahead 
for weather and road condition 
updates. 

• Look ahead. Good drivers get 
a jump on trouble by looking far 
down the road and making ad-
justments before encountering 
problems that may involve other 
vehicles, pedestrians, bicyclists 
or animals. 

• Maintain a safe speed. This 
depends on what the road is like, 
how well the driver can see, how 
much traffic there is and how fast 
traffic is moving. 

• Keep a safe distance from the 
vehicle ahead of  you. The Pennsyl-
vania Driver’s Manual advises that 
you should always keep a 4-second 
gap between you and the vehicle 
in front of  you. 

Additional information on older 
driver safety and mobility resourc-
es is available at both PennDOT 
Driver and Vehicle Services and 
the Department of Aging websites.

Is is time for your older loved one to stop driving? 
Here are some keys to look for behind the wheel

Harrisburg gas prices rose 3.9 
cents per gallon last week, aver-
aging $2.76 Sunday, according to 
GasBuddy’s daily survey of  241 
stations. 

Gas prices in Harrisburg are 
0.7 cents per gallon higher than a 
month ago and 36.4 cents per gal-
lon higher than a year ago.

According to GasBuddy price 
reports, the cheapest station in 
Harrisburg was priced at $2.56 
Sunday while the most expensive 
was $3.09. The lowest price in the 
state was $2.59 while the highest 
was $3.12. 

The cheapest price in the coun-
try was $1.88 while the most ex-
pensive was $5.19. 

The national average rose 1.6 
cents per gallon in the last week, 
averaging $2.57 Sunday. The na-
tional average was down 2 cents 
per gallon from a month ago and 
stands 32.3 cents per gallon higher 
than a year ago.

Gasoline prices in Harrisburg 
have varied in recent years on Dec. 
30: $2.40 in 2018, $2.66 in 2017, $2.47 
in 2016, $2.12 in 2015, $2.46 in 2014, 
and $3.42 in 2013. 

Neighboring areas and their 

current gas prices:
Lancaster: $2.73, up 2.9 cents per 
gallon.
Reading: $2.68, unchanged.
York: $2.70, up 0.4 cents.

“The streak has been broken: 
for seven straight weeks we saw 
the national average drop, but 
the fun has come to an end as oil 
prices continue to show strength 
into the last days of  2019 boosting 
the national average this past 
week,” said Patrick DeHaan, 
head of  petroleum analysis for 
GasBuddy. “Prices jumped thanks 
to a notable, yet anticipated drop 

in oil inventories, sending oil to 
multi-month highs above $61 and 
gasoline prices following. How-
ever, weakness will likely return 
to gasoline prices in January and 
February as demand weakens, so 
perhaps all is not lost.” 

He added that in this decade, 
the United States consumed 1.25 
trillion gallons of  gasoline, which 
is enough volume to raise Lake 
Superior's level 2.3 inches, having 
spent $3.625 trillion on gasoline 
alone, and driving 31.25 trillion 
miles, enough for 5,208 round trips 
to Pluto on the consumed gasoline. 

Harrisburg area gas prices go up 3.9 cents as year comes to close

Readers of  all ages can join the 
Dauphin County Library Sys-
tem’s 2019-2020 Winter Reading 
Challenge that started Sunday. 

Registrants who complete the 
10-hour challenge by Feb. 29 will 
receive a finishing prize and a 
chance to win a gift basket. Reg-
ister for and complete the Winter 
Reading Challenge for a finishing 
prize and gift basket entry.

To complete the challenge, 
registrants can log their reading 
time through the Beanstack app 
or website, or on a paper log avail-
able at any of the library system’s 

eight locations, including Wil-
liam H. & Marion C. Alexander 
Family Library, 200 W. Second 
St., Hummelstown. Reading 
includes time spent reading or 
listening to books, magazines or 
newspapers, in print or digital. 
The challenge is complete when 
a reader has earned 10 badges.

The Winter Reading Challenge 
is sponsored by the Dauphin 
County Library System and is 
free to join. For more informa-
tion about the Winter Reading 
Challenge, visit dcls.org/wrc or 
call the Hummelstown library.

Library in Hummelstown 
part of reading challenge

Be A Good Neighbor. 
Give To Your Local Food Pantry. 

Call 717-944-4322

sunsetgc.com • 717-944-5415 

Booktoday!

The Clubhouse at Sunset Golf Course 
is a beautiful location to host a party, 

reception, class reunion or business event. 

Planning a Christmas Party or Reception.?

CLUBHOUSE

Contact Pro Shop:



www.pressandjournal.com    |    info@pressandjournal.com Wednesday, January 1, 2020  THE PRESS & JOURNAL   3

For many friends and family members, 2019 marked the 

end of  a chapter of  life. The Press & Journal pays a final 

tribute to those who died in 2019. Those listed below were 

included on our obituary pages last year.

Jan. 2 edition
Eleanor Ferris; Betty Nagle; 

Ralph Noon; Nancy Ryder

Jan. 9 edition
Louise Franklin; Terry Ken-

nedy

Jan. 16 edition
Carlyn Bitner

Jan. 23 edition
Col. Charles Beard Jr.; Gerald 

Burkett Sr.; Lloyd Coble; James 
McQuaid Sr.

Jan. 30 edition
Patsy Marie Judy; Kathleen 

Stago

Feb. 13 edition
Vera Sugar; Thelma Vorodi

Feb. 20 edition
Richard Gochnaur; Barbara 

Gross; Earl Shelley Jr.

Feb. 27 edition
Christina Herneisey; Virginia 

Lerew

March 6 edition
Harry Grove Jr.; Edward Pau-

lick; Joseph Resh

March 13 edition
Harold Chapman; Jean Kay-

lor; Larry Seiders; Ricky Zink

March 20 edition
Ralph Balchunas

March 27 edition
Charles Barton; Martha Jan-

sen; Julie Kahler

April 3 edition
Jeanne Coble; Charlotte McD-

onel; David Lines Sr.

April 10 edition
Francine Belton; Mary Ger-

hards

April 17 edition
Joyce Baker; Robert Breon; 

Mary Clouser; Charles Forn-
walt; Dorothy Hansen

April 24 edition
Janet Parthemore

May 1 edition
Edward Beck; James Hogan; 

Mahlon Messick; Evelyn Young

May 8 edition
Joseph Longo

May 15 edition
Arlene Brightbill; Phyllis Fet-

ter

May 29 edition
Edward Kasper; Delphin 

Klinepeter Jr.; Eli Linta Jr.

June 5 edition
Mary Derr; Robert Divittore; 

Kathryn Naugle; Layne Plott

June 26 edition
Judy Barb; Philip Klinger

July 3 edition
Vale Rebok; Frances Wolfgang

July 10 edition
Michael Sabol; Theresa Novak

July 17 edition
Mildred Blouch; Anthony 

Ecenrode II; Earl Gallagher Jr.

July 24 edition
William Foreman; Walter 

Klocko Jr.; Philip Susemihl

Aug. 14 edition
Betty Gum; Melvin Habecker 

Sr.; Janet Pappas; Gordon Smeal 
Sr.

Aug. 21 edition
June Eliosa; Stevie Garri-

son; Mary Lu Johnson; Robert 
Ritchie Sr.; JoAnn Shipkowski

Aug. 28 edition
Clyde Gates Sr.; Barbara 

Kradel; William Rathfon

Sept. 4 edition
Clyde Gates Sr.; Bertha Mc-

Minn

Sept. 11 edition
Martha Brandt; Harry Gott-

schall; Glenice Marsala

Sept. 18 edition
Torin Dworchak; Marie Li-

Brandi; Charles Miller Jr.

Sept. 25 edition
Richard Costik Sr.; William 

Darrah; Nancy Simpson; James 
Thornton Jr.; Ann Turns

Oct. 2 edition
Marguerite Stine

Oct. 9 edition
Mary Couch; Kathryn Custer

Oct. 16 edition
Dean Drayer; Betty Hoke; Lil-

lian Russ; James Simmons

Oct. 23 edition
Dorothy Kapenstein

Oct. 30 edition
Mary Espenshade; Helen 

Junkins; Sara Long

Nov. 6 edition
Barbara Black; Harold Car-

rillo Sr.; Karl Krodel Sr.; Edward 
Tennis

Nov. 13 edition
Ted Martin Sr.; Janice Russ; 

Sara Schiefer.

Nov. 20 edition
Ralph Balchunas Jr.

Nov. 27 edition
John Berkheimer; Ann Carey; 

Jerry Rickrode

Dec. 4 edition
Margaret Bush

Dec. 11 edition
Donald Crum; Joanne Hahn; 

Edna Kucinski; Donald Stevens

Dec. 18 edition
Joan Cobb; Margaret Stanisic
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Obituaries 
Notify your funeral director 
you would like an obituary to 
be published. 31 cents per 
word. $5 for photo billed via 
funeral home. 
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Call 717-944-4628 or email 
pamsmith@pressandjournal.
com. $10 for 45 words or less, 
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Robert E. Markey
MIDDLETOWN 

Robert E. Markey, 89, of  Mid-
dletown, entered into eternal rest 
on Tuesday, December 24, 2019 at 
his home with his loving wife and 
daughter by his side. He was the 
loving husband of  Jacquelene M. 
(Houser) Markey.

Robert was born in Lebanon, 
Pa. on August 3, 1930 to the late 
Homer and Viola (Matterness) 
Markey.

Robert was a member of  Gar-
den Chapel, Middletown. He was 
a retired mason for Bethlehem 

Steel and enjoyed playing golf. 
Robert also enjoyed watching a 
“good” ball game on TV.

Robert is survived by his loving 
wife; his sons, Robert E. Markey 
Jr. and wife Sandra of Lower Pax-
ton Twp. and Jeffrey B. Markey 
and wife Karen of  Middletown; 
his daughter, Peggy A. Markey of  
Middletown; his brother, Richard 
Markey; his sister, Betty Asick; 
three grandchildren; and two 
great-grandchildren.

His daughter, Cynthia K. Mar-
key, preceded Robert in death.

Private services were held on 
Monday, December 30, 2019, fol-
lowed by burial in Middletown 
Cemetery, Middletown, Pa. 

Matinchek Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services, Inc., 260 
East Main St., Middletown, Pa. 
was entrusted with handling the 
arrangements.

Condolences may be sent 
online at www.matinchekfuner-
alhome.com.

Gladys M. “Nan” Kern 
ELIZABETHTOWN 

Gladys M. "Nan" Kern, 90, 
of  Elizabethtown, entered into 
eternal rest on Saturday, De-
cember 28, 2019 at Lehigh Valley 
Muhlenberg Hospital.

She was born on May 22, 1929 
in Middletown and was the loving 
daughter of  the late Oscar C. and 
Catherine E. (Epler) Stauffer.

Gladys enjoyed doing word 
searches, crocheting, playing 
bingo, gardening, and watching 
hummingbirds and butterflies. 
Her favorite teams were the 
Eagles and Phillies. She liked 
cooking and baking and her 
chicken corn soup was every-
one's favorite. Her greatest love 
was being a wife, mother and 
grandmother.

In addition to her parents, 
Gladys was preceded in death 
by her husband, Jack E. Kern 
Sr., grandson, Jack E. Kern III 

and six siblings.
Gladys is survived by her sons, 

Jack E. Kern Jr. (Deborah) of  
Elizabethtown, and Randal W. 
Kern (Cynthia) of  Middletown; 
daughters, Yvonne M. Taylor 
of  Nevada, Christine L. Dent 
(Rufus) of  Nazareth, Pamela 
L. Kern (Curtis Clugston) of  
Elizabethtown, and Cynthia A. 
Telenko (Frank Jr.) of  Elizabeth-
town; brother, Kenneth Stauffer; 
sisters, Louise, Nancy, Maryann, 
and Patsy; 16 grandchildren; 22 
great-grandchildren; two great-
great grandchildren; and numer-
ous nieces and nephews.

A tribute to Gladys' life will be 
held on Friday, January 3, 2020 
at 11 a.m. at Matinchek Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services, 
Inc., 260 E. Main St., Middletown, 
Pa., with the Rev. Kirk Belmont 
officiating. There will be a view-
ing from 10 a.m. until the time of  
the service on Friday.

Burial will be in Hillsdale 
Cemetery, Middletown.

In lieu of  flowers memorial 
contributions may be made in 
Gladys' name to Lehigh Valley 
Hospice, 2024 Lehigh Street, Al-
lentown, PA 18103.

Condolences may be made 
online at www.matinchekfuner-
alhome.com.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Lower Swatara police have 
charged a 14-year-old boy and 
a homeless man in connection 
with a recent rash of  vehicle 
break-ins in the Shope Gardens 
area.

The teen is a township resident, 
Police Chief  Jeff  Vargo said. 
He was arrested Thursday and 
charged with receiving stolen 
property, carrying a firearm 
without a license, possession of  
a firearm by a minor, terroristic 
threats, simple assault, loitering 
and prowling at night, and theft 
from a motor vehicle.

Vargo said surveillance video 
and photos distributed and made 
public by police and media led to 
police learning the identity of  
the juvenile.

That led to police identifying 
as a co-conspirator Michael Deon 
Macon Jr., 26, whom Vargo said 
is homeless and has no fixed 
address.

Police on Friday issued a 
warrant for Macon’s arrest on 
charges of  possession of  firearm 
by a minor, firearms not to be car-
ried without a license, possession 
of  a weapon, theft from a motor 
vehicle, and three counts of  
loitering and prowling at night.

Anyone with information 
about Macon is asked to call 
Lower Swatara police at 717-939-
0463, or submit a tip through its 
Crimewatch website.

The weapon charges against 
the juvenile and Macon stem 
from a .45 caliber Springfield 
handgun being stolen from an 
unlocked vehicle that the two 
suspects entered, according to 
police.

The handgun has not been 
recovered and police are continu-
ing to investigate, Vargo said.

The first report to police of  
the two suspects looking into a 
parked car came on Dec. 13 from 
the 1700 block of  Mountain View 
Road.

A township resident also 
caught the juvenile prowling out-
side her home in the first block of  
Shirley Drive at 1:45 a.m. Dec. 21. 

According to Vargo, the woman 
and her husband confronted the 
juvenile, who then pulled out a 
gun and threatened to shoot her. 

The juvenile escaped, and the 
police were called. 

Police had asked residents 
with security cameras on Don-
ald Avenue, Shirley Drive, Sara 
Street, James Street and Nissley 

Drive to check 
their footage 
for any suspi-
cious activity 
from Dec. 15 
overnight into 
Dec. 16.

The surveil-
lance Vargo 
credited with 
leading to the charges came from 
footage from a home security sys-
tem that was provided to police, 
the chief  said.

Township residents who have 
a home security system can reg-
ister it with police through the 
township Crimewatch site, and 
Vargo encourages them to do so.

That way, any time police 
learn of  suspicious activity in 
a given area, police can reach 
out to homeowners with these 
security systems to see if  they 
have footage of  value.

Vargo said police received re-
ports from residents of  several 
vehicles being broken into and 
items stolen from inside.

The suspects might have 
entered more vehicles and not 
stolen anything, or the owners 
might not have realized  anything 
was missing, Vargo said.

An unlocked 2004 Jeep Chero-
kee with a set of  keys inside was 
reported stolen from the first 
block of  Nissley Drive at about 
6:30 a.m. Dec. 16 but found a short 
distance away a few hours later. 
Nothing was reported stolen 
from inside.

Police have not charged Macon 
or the juvenile with stealing 
the vehicle because police have 
not been able to prove they did, 
Vargo said.

Police are still investigating the 
vehicle theft, and more charges 
could be filed against Macon and 
the juvenile depending on the 
outcome, he added.

Vargo commended residents 
living in the area where the 
break-ins occurred for report-
ing the incidents to police, who 
otherwise may not have known 
of  them.

He also commended “the hard 
work” of  township police investi-
gators in solving the case.

The break-ins are another 
reminder for people to lock their 
vehicles; in most cases, these 
kinds of  thieves do not go to the 
effort of  breaking windows to 
get inside a vehicle, Vargo said.

They just keep looking until 
they find an unlocked vehicle 
and unfortunately, they usually 
can, the chief  added.

Teen arrested, 
suspect sought 
in car break-ins

Macon

Zelda B. Fischer
QUARRYVILLE 

Zelda B. Fischer, 94, of  Quar-
ryville, formally of  Middletown, 
entered into eternal rest on Fri-
day, December 27, 2019 at Quar-
ryville Presbyterian Retirement 
Community.

She was born on November 
30, 1925 in Middletown and was 
the loving daughter of  the late 
William and Catherine (Hornig) 
Bradley.

Zelda was a member of  Trin-
ity Presbyterian Church in 
America, Harrisburg.

She belonged to the Happy 
Wonderers Community Choir 
in Middletown for many years. 
She was in her church choir and 
was a Sunday school teacher. She 
enjoyed golfing, but her greatest 
love was her family. Zelda had 
fun playing ping-pong with her 
family. She was very competi-
tive and would not even let the 
grandchildren win.

Zelda was faithfully committed 
to arranging details for regular 
reunions for Middletown High 
School class of  1943 until her 
move to Quarryville in October 
2017.

In addition to her parents she 
was preceded in death by her 
husband, John Fischer; and son-
in-law, Deric Bouma.

Zelda is survived by her son, 
David B. Fischer (Dyan) of  
Hatfield; daughters, Nancy F. 
Eakin (David) of  Middletown, 
and Carol F. Myers (Collin) of  
Fayetteville; grandchildren, Jed, 
Kelly, Rachel, Jessica, Katelyn, 
Sara, and Abigail; and great-
grandchildren, Jemma, Clau-
dette, Julia and Arthur.

A memorial service will be held 
on Thursday, January 2, 2020 at 
11:30 a.m. at Trinity Presbyte-
rian Church in America, 6098 
Locust Lane, Harrisburg, Pa., 
with the Rev. Robert Eickelberg 
officiating. 

Burial will be private and at 
the convenience of  the family.

In lieu of  flowers memorial 
contributions may be sent in 
Zelda's name to her church.

The family has entrusted the 
Matinchek Funeral Home, 260 E. 
Main St., Middletown, Pa. with 
the funeral arrangements. 

Condolences may be sent 
online at www.matinchekfuner-
alhome.com.
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By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Lower Swatara Township 
has opened bids for a project 
in Greenfield Park that will be 
funded through fines imposed on 
Sunoco Pipeline LLP related to 
permit violations while the com-
pany was building the Mariner 
East II pipeline.

The Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of  Environmental Protec-
tion suspended construction of  
the pipeline, which will travel 
across 17 counties in southern 
Pennsylvania, in January 2018 
over violations of  the conditions 
of  permits that had been issued 
to Sunoco.

The suspension was lifted 
in February 2018, and Sunoco 
agreed to pay a $12.6 million 
civil penalty to DEP as part of  
the order.

That money was used to fund 
grants for projects that protected 
clean water and reduced or 
minimized pollution in munici-
palities along the Mariner East 
II pipeline corridor.

Later in 2018, it was announced 
that four local municipalities 
— Highspire, Derry Township 
Municipal Authority, and Lon-
donderry and Lower Swatara 
townships — were among those 
awarded grant funds.

Lower Swatara was awarded 
$180,000 to plant a riparian for-

est buffer and retrofit a basin 
near Greenfield Park. The grant 
would fund both design and 
construction of  the project, ac-
cording to township engineer 
Shawn Fabian.

Fabian said Lower Swatara is 
required to reduce the amount of  
sediment going into waterways 
by 10 percent. 

According to Fabian, off the 
main road in Greenfield Park 
there is an underdrain system 
that has failed and is filled with 
cattails.

The project will include remov-
ing debris, regrading a detention 
basin, installing a new outlet 
structure, redoing the soil and 
adding plants.

Retrofitting the basin will 
increase its effectiveness in re-
ducing sediment, Fabian said.

The commissioners voted 
Dec. 18 to apply for a $400,000 
Growing Greener grant through 
DEP to restore a nearby stream 
between the Middletown Area 
Middle School and Middletown 
Area High School and creating 
an educational area. 

That grant would include a 25 
percent match.

Fabian plans to get letters of  
support for the project. The com-
missioners voted to pay Fabian’s 
firm, HRG, $9,000 to prepare 
an application for the Growing 
Greener grant during their Dec. 
4 meeting.

Lower Swatara plans green 
project at Greenfield Park 
with pipeline fine funding
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PRINT&WEB 
$10 (yard sales) 
$25 (commercial)

Legal & Public Notices 
call or email for pricing

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.
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EASY TO PLACE YOUR AD: online: pressandjournal.com/classifieds     
call: 717-944-4628   visit: 20 S. Union St., Middletown

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

 EMPLOYMENT

 MISCELLANEOUS

• No special license required
• Comfortable, clean company vehicles
• Mostly 4-6 hr. monthly/weekly evening runs
•  Company pallet jack provided for loading & 

unloading of skids

Applications must be 
� lled out in-person at:

Press & Journal Publications
20 South Union Street, Middletown

Monday - Friday: 9 am - 4 pm • (717) 944-4628

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Licensed Electricians  •  Fully Insured

40 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Free Estimates • 944-3419 or 944-6766

DALE A. SINNIGER & SON

•New & Old Wiring
•Code Updates
•Phone & TV  
  Cable Wiring
•Electric Heat
•Electric Smoke 
  Detectors

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured
for Your

Protection 
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating

Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

 FREE EXCHANGE
 FOR OUR SUBSCRIBERS

For sale: Exercise Equipment, 
Weslo-Pursuit 5.2.8. Exercise 
Cycle; and Precor Low Impact 
Climber 714/718E, both $250 
cash. Call 717-579-4590. 

Dental Insurance: Call 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company for details. NOT 
just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. 
855-890-4914 or http://www.
dental50plus.com/Penn Ad# 
6118

A PLACE FOR MOM: The 
nation’s Largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! Our 
service is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-855-400-1032

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today, 
15% off and 0% financing for 
those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
569-3087

 WANTED TO BUY
Donate your car, truck or 

van. Help veterans find jobs or 
start a business. Call Patriotic 
Hearts Foundation. Fast, FREE 
pick-up. Max tax-deduction. 
Operators are standing by! Call 
1-866-990-1557

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that Letters 

of Administration on the Estate of 
Alice R. Light, Deceased, late of  
Swatara Township, Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania, have been granted 
to the undersigned Administrator. 
All persons therefore indebted to 
said estate are requested to make 
immediate payment, and those 
having just claims will please present 
the same, duly authenticated, for 
settlement, without delay. Charles D. 
Brown, Jr. – Administrator, c/o Gerald 
J. Brinser,  P. O. Box 323, Palmyra, PA 
17078– Attorney.

#265 1218-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Letters 
Testamentary on the Estate of Frank 
P. Simione, Deceased, late of Lower 
Swatara Township, Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania, have been granted 
to the undersigned Co-Executors. 
All persons therefore indebted to 
said estate are requested to make 
immediate payment, and those 
having just claims will please present 
the same, duly authenticated, for 
settlement, without delay. Frank P. 
Simione, Jr. and David A. Simione  
–  Co-Executors, c/o Keith D. Wagner, 
P. O. Box 323, Palmyra, PA 17078 – 
Attorney.

#269 1218-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Letters 
Testamentary on the Estate of  Esther 
C. Rhine, Deceased, late of South 
Hanover Township, Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania, have been granted 
to the undersigned Co-Executors. 
All persons therefore indebted to 
said estate are requested to make 
immediate payment, and those 
having just claims will please present 
the same, duly authenticated, for 
settlement, without delay. Patricia 
Benny and Jeffrey Rhine – Co-
Executors, c/o Gerald J. Brinser, P. O. 
Box 323, Palmyra, PA 17078 – Attorney.

#273 1218-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Letters 
Testamentary on the Estate of John 
A. Sheaffer, Deceased, late of 
Middletown Borough, Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania, have been granted to 
the undersigned Executor. All persons 
therefore indebted to said estate 
are requested to make immediate 
payment, and those having just 
claims will please present the same, 
duly authenticated, for settlement, 
without delay.

Albert M. Sheaffer, Jr., Executor
C/o VanOrmer & Stephenson, P.C.
344 S. Market St., Suite 101
Elizabethtown, PA 17022
Daniel A. Stephenson, Esq.

#274 1218-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Letters 
Testamentary on the Estate of Elizabeth 
Dunkleberger, a/k/a Elizabeth G. 
Dunkleberger, Deceased, late of 
Derry Township, Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania, have been granted to 
the undersigned Executrix. All persons 
therefore indebted to said estate 
are requested to make immediate 
payment, and those having just claims 
will please present the same, duly 
authenticated, for settlement, without 
delay. Gayle A. Wells – Executrix, 
c/o Gerald J. Brinser,  P. O. Box 323, 
Palmyra, PA 17078 – Attorney.

#275 1218-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Estate of: DEVANEY, JOHN J., JR. 
Late of the Township of Londonderry, 
County of Dauphin and Commonwealth 
of PA.

Exectruix: Victoria Devaney c/o 
Nikolaus & Hohenadel, LLP, 222 S. 
Market Street,

Suite 201, Elizabethtown, PA 17022
Attorney:  Kevin D. Dolan, Esq.

#279 1225_3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE

The Londonderry Township Zoning 
Hearing Board will hold a Public Hear-
ing on Monday January 13, 2020, at 
the Municipal Building, 783 S. Geyers 
Church Road, Middletown, PA 17057 
beginning at 7:00 p.m. at which time 
any interested parties may appear.

Hearing No. 1 – Kirk S. & Jamie L. 
Shaffer, 1030 Epler Road, Middletown, 
PA 17057 (Applicant) is requesting that 
the Zoning Hearing Board, grant a vari-
ance of the height, location/placement 
and size and coverage limitations for 
construction of an accessory building 
within the R-1 Residential District 
(Zone) as listed per Chap 27, Part 
16, Sec 1607.3 (Accessory Build-
ing Height), Chap 27, Part 16, Sec 
1609.7.A. & Sec 1609.7.B.(1) (Ac-
cessory Building Location/Placement), 
and Chap 27, Part 16, Sec 1609.7.B.(2) 
(Size and Coverage Regulations) so as 
to authorize construction of a new Ac-
cessory Building which will exceed 14’ 
in height and extend beyond the front 
line of the main building and which will 
exceed 2% of the total lot area in size.  
This request is  made with reference 
to Chap 27, Part 4, Sec 407.1 of the 
Zoning Ordinance regarding “unique 
physical circumstances or conditions”, 
etc., in support of this request. 

A copy of the Zoning Hearing Ap-
plication is available at the Township 
Office for review.

Property location is at 1030 Epler 
Road, Middletown PA 17057

The Board may also consider any 
administrative matter(s) to come before 
the Zoning Hearing Board.

Jeffrey S. Burkhart
Zoning/Code Officer

#282 1225-2T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE

Estate of: MIELE, DOROTHY Late 
of the Township of Derry, County of 
Dauphin and Commonwealth of PA.

Executrix: Patricia N. Miele, c/o 
Nikolaus & Hohenadel, LLP, 222 S. 
Market Street, Suite 201, Elizabeth-
town, PA 17022 

Attorney: Kevin D. Dolan, Esq.

#283 1225-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

ordinance posted on the borough 
website.

The ordinance was prompted 
by a request from the Middletown 
Area Historical Society to allow a 
vendor to sell alcohol at the annual 
craft fair to be held in Hoffer Park 
next June.

Council took similar action 
earlier in 2019, in establishing a 
procedure for granting a waiver 
to the borough ordinance pro-
hibiting possession of  an open 
container of  alcohol in or upon 
a public street in Middletown, in 
cases of  a special event approved 
by council.

During council’s consideration 
of  advertising the proposed ordi-
nance Dec. 3, Councilor Robert 

Reid asked if  any restriction 
against alcohol in Hoffer Park had 
been imposed by the Hoffer family 
when the family donated land for 
the park to the borough in 1917.

Solicitor Jim Diamond told 
Reid this had been investigated as 
part of  drawing up the proposed 
ordinance, and no prohibition had 
been found.

Council voted 6-1 to advertise 
the ordinance, with Council Vice 
President Dawn Knull voting no.

“I do not feel alcohol should be 
in the park, period,” Knull said 
in a text message to the Press & 
Journal. “I sit on (the) Communi-
ties That Cares (board) and we are 
always talking about our kids and 
their exposure to alcohol and now 
we want it at local events that it 
does not (have) to be.”

town’s request to apply the money toward 
the match for the playground grant.

The rest of  the match is to come from 
donations, including $25,000 from VFW 
Post 1620 and $5,000 from Kiwanis Club 
of  Middletown.

Final approval of  the grant of  LWCF 
funds in January would mean the borough 
getting a new $900,000-plus playground 
with “very little money out of  pocket,” 
Yeich said.

If  the borough gets approval in January, 
the next step would be the borough signing 
a formal contract with DCNR, she said.

That clears the way for the borough to 
start building the playground. However it 
will be several months before the borough 
is in a position to do that, Yeich said.

She estimated the earliest the borough 
could start construction of  the playground 
would be fall 2020, and even that is probably 
overly optimistic, given conceptual plans 
calling for much of  the new playground 
equipment to be Middletown-specific.

“With such a large project we want to 
make sure it is done properly and not 
rushed,” Yeich said. She also noted the bor-
ough would not want to start construction 
at a time when rebuilding the playground 
could conflict with recreational activities 
in Hoffer Park.

Curry in October 2018 pledged to council 
that Little Middletown will be unlike “any 
other playground in the world.”

Conceptual designs the mayor presented 
at that time showed multiple features 
making the playground unique to Middle-
town, such as a Nittany Lion representing 
Penn State Harrisburg, cooling towers to 
represent Three Mile Island, an air traffic 
control tower representing Harrisburg 

International Airport, and other items 
representing Middletown Volunteer Fire 
Company and the Middletown & Hum-
melstown Railroad.

Kids Kastle opened in 1993 but was 
closed by the borough in June 2018, after 
the borough received a report from con-
sultants detailing safety issues and that 
the playground no longer met government 
standards for handicapped accessibility.

The borough finished tearing down Kids 
Kastle in summer 2019, and all that remains 
is a vacant lot in Hoffer Park.

The borough has done all it can do, 
including providing all necessary docu-

mentation, and there is nothing more to 
do now except wait for January to see 
if  the grant is awarded, Yeich said. Any 
money the borough spends at this point 
on the playground would risk not being 
reimbursed by the grant.

Yeich said the DCNR grant program, 
known as the Community Conservation 
Partnership Program or “C2P2,” relies on 
several funding sources, including state 
and federal sources.

“When an application comes in we deter-
mine the best fit for funding based on the 
project, the application and the funding,” 
Yeich said.

five of  the warehouse’s construction. 
Wilsbach has estimated 10 to 20 trucks will 
come into the facility daily.

“I think it’s important [to have a MCSAP 
officer] because of  the heavy truck traffic 
we have in the township,” Lower Swatara 
Police Chief  Jeff Vargo said. The officers 
“make sure they’re following the law and 
not entering restricted areas or traveling 
where it’s prohibited.”

There are about 750 MCSAP officers 
statewide, including municipal officers 
(one in Lower Swatara and two in Middle-
town), State Police and the Pennsylvania 
Public Utility Commission, according to 
Jeff Bowman, a law enforcement liaison for 
the Highway Safety Network, a nonprofit 
organization based in Pottsville.

Bowman occasionally joins officers on 
patrol. For example, he tagged along on 
Eisenhower Boulevard with Richards and 
Swatara Township Police Officer Brandon 
Ryder on July 24 as part of  an ongoing Ag-
gressive Driving wave. Ryder is Swatara’s 
MCSAP officer.

“Just about any time I stop a truck, I 
can find violations on it. They could be 
anything minor such as a light out to a ma-
jority of  the time, I get the trucks running 
on some of  our weight restricted roads. 
From that, it rolls into logbook violations 
and brakes that are out of  adjustment,” 
Richards said. 

Richards estimated that there are 
crashes involving trucks in the township 
every couple of  months. He had issued 22 
citations through the summer months, 
ranging from weight violations to no insur-
ance to stop sign violations. 

Richards has been with the Lower 
Swatara Police Department since 1991, and 
he was certified as a MCSAP officer in 2001, 
which he does on top of  his regular duties.  

“It’s something that’s unique. It’s dif-
ferent. It’s something that not everybody 
in law enforcement has the training for,” 
he said. 

The MCSAP officer at the time told him 
that the majority of  the crashes where the 
truck driver was at fault had brake and 
logbook violations. 

“That’s what he always focused on the 
most, and then I kind of  followed suit with 
that,” Richards said.

He was the department’s MCSAP officer 
for about eight years before he became the 
school resource officer until 2015.

“That summer I stopped an oversize load 

off his route, and the chief  said, ‘Do you 
want to go back to motor carrier?’ If  you 
send me, I’ll go,” Richards said. 

According to PennDOT’s 2017 Crash 
Facts and Statistics report, there were 145 
fatal crashes involving heavy trucks in 2017 
statewide and 6,807 total crashes. Bowman 
said there were nine fatal crashes involving 
a truck in Dauphin County in 2018.

Like other traffic stops, Richards pulls 
over a truck after seeing a violation. But 
being a MCSAP officer gives him special 
permissions, such as asking for the driver’s 
log book and bill of  lading, or what the 

driver is carrying. 
The Department of  Transportation 

rates companies. He checks the driver’s 
rating, and the higher rating the worse the 
company and whether it’s recommended 
to inspect the vehicle. 

“If  I see anything with the driver or the 
company that indicates you need to inspect 
it or if  the violations that I find just the 
reason for the stop and then walking up 
indicate, yeah, there’s more going on here” 
then I inspect, he said. 

But he can pull over all trucks if  a detail 
is set up, and any officer can pull over an 
oversize load. 

A majority of  the trucks he sees pulled 
over are on North Union Street between 
Route 283 and Oberlin Road, where the 
road is weight restricted. 

“Drivers tend to still go on the road be-
cause they’re following their GPS and not 
following the signs,” Richards said.

A full inspection of  a truck and trailer 
takes about an hour and a half, he said. 

The most common violation is that 
brakes are out of  adjustment. If  a truck 
is found in violation, then it’s put out of  
service. He tries to put the truck out of  
service close to a toilet, phone and food, 
though sometimes he’ll escort the truck 
if  it’s close to its destination. 

TRUCKS: Warehouse growth leads to traffic concern increase
From page 1

STAFF PHOTOS BY LAURA HAYES

Highway Safety Network law enforcement liaison Jeff Bowman and Swatara Police Officer 
Brandon Ryder set up a sign giving notice of aggressive driving enforcement July 24 as Lower 
Swatara Police Officer Randall Richards and Highway Safety Coordinator Matthew Frampton 
observe. 

Officer Randall Richards is the Lower Swatara 
Police Department MCSAP officer. 

GRANT: Middletown should find out this month about funds
From page 1

This proposed site plan for Little Middletown was part of a packet of information the borough 
submitted to the Middletown Area School Board last March.

ALCOHOL: Councilor is against alcohol in parks
From page 1 “I do not 

feel alcohol 
should be 
in the park, 
period. I 
sit on (the) 
Communities That Cares 
(board) and we are always 
talking about our kids and 
their exposure to alcohol 
and now we want it at local 
events that it does not 
(have) to be.”

Council member Dawn Knull
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ARIES March 21-April 20
There is more to a situation 
than meets the eye. Delve a 
little deeper this week to get to 
the truth. Uncovering the truth 
will allow you to move forward.
TAURUS April 21-May 21
Take a break for a few days to 
recharge your batteries. If you 
work too hard, you are going to 
suffer from burnout. Make this 
a week of rest and recreation.
GEMINI May 22-June 21
You have a funny way of look-
ing at things sometimes. That 
can work to your advantage in 
providing a fresh perspective 
that others may overlook.
CANCER June 22-July 22

When you are approached with 
a potential career opportunity, 
do not immediately dismiss 
it. It may not be the right time 
currently, but take inventory of 
your future goals.

LEO July 23-Aug. 23
This week you need to make 
your mark in some way. You 
have many clever ideas circling 
in your head that want out, so 
think of how you can deploy 
your creative side.

VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22
Accept help when it is offered 
this week, even if it tugs at your 
pride a little bit. Sometimes 
even the strongest can benefit 
from a shoulder to lean on.

LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23
A failure to recognize all sides 
of the equation could put you 
into an unfortunate situa-
tion. Do not assume that your 
perspective is the right one; do 
your research carefully.

SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22
Just when you think you have 
everything figured out, some-
thing changes. Just because 
you don’t have the rulebook 
doesn’t mean you can’t plot a 
course.

SAGITTARIUS Nov. 23-Dec. 21
Devote more of your attention 
to family matters in the days 
to come. Work may seem all-
consuming, but home is where 

your heart is.
CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
Fun times are just around the 
corner. Have the patience to 
get there. Put some social 
events on your calendar so you 
have something to forward to.
AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18
Before you give up on an idea, 
run it by trusted confidantes. 
You may be missing just one 
detail that can make this a 
recipe for ultimate success.
PISCES Feb. 19-March 20
It’s time to get a better feel for 
your finances. Tweak things 
as necessary, and make all 
decisions with your finances 
in mind.

ACROSS
 1. Database manage-

ment system
 5. Soft blue-gray 

mineral
11. Algerian coastal 

city
12. A healthy redness
16. El __, border town
17. Part of the mind
18. Female body part
19. Atrocities
24. You can call Paul 

Simon this
25. Copyread
26. Large integers
27. Large, flightless 

bird
28. Bread and whis-

key are two
29. Indicate pain or 

discomfort
30. Worry
31. Wild goats
33. Belittle
34. More supernatu-

ral
38. Wakes up

39. Intestinal 
pouches

40. Popular dance
43. American state
44. CSI actor
45. Having a keen 

enthusiasm for
49. Swiss river
50. Restaurant item
51. Intense unhappi-

ness
53. Unit of loudness
54. Increase in veloc-

ity
56. Mesoamerican 

religion
58. Early multimedia
59. Forearm bone
60. An unprincipled 

person
63. Swarming with
64. Shellfish
65. Root of taro plant

DOWN
 1. More silly
 2. Adult beverage
 3. Iron used for loft-

ing
 4. Noses
 5. Smile
 6. One who examines 

closely
 7. Lethal dose
 8. Denotes past
 9. “This Is Us” actor 

Fitch
10. Dabbling ducks
13. Polish beer
14. A type of cat
15. Shows respect for
20. Of I
21. Commercial
22. Chai and chamo-

mile are two
23. Lodging option
27. Geological times
29. Unit of electrical 

inductance (abbr.)
30. Where G-men 

work
31. Hot beverage
32. One of the six 

noble gases
33. Southern constel-

lation

34. South American 
nation

35. Suitable for use 
as food

36. The back
37. I (German)
38. Blood group
40. Fit to stand trial
41. Praise excessively
42. Female’s title
44. EU predecessor
45. Acutely insightful 

and wise
46. Disguised
47. Improved the ap-

pearance of
48. Generator
50. The real __, the 

genuine article
51. Male’s title
52. Home of the 

Hawkeyes
54. About aviation
55. At all times
57. Military peace 

officer
61. College degree
62. Indicates position
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Chilly weather 
word search

Air mass
Altitude
Arctic
Barometer

Black ice
Blizzard
Climate
Cold
Condensation
Crystalization
Degree

Fog
Freezing
Front
Frostbite
Frozen
Gale
Hypothermia

Mercury
Snow
Temperature
Visibility
Windchill
Winter

HOROSCOPE  |  WEEK OF JAN. 1

PUZZLES AND HOROSCOPE
SUDOKU  

Guess Who? answer: Taye Diggs

Puzzles are a 9-by-9 
grid, broken down into 
nine 3-by-3 boxes. 
Nos. 1 through 9 must 
fill each row, column 
and box. Each number 
can appear only once 
in each row, column 
and box. Figure out the 
order by using the nu-
meric clues provided. 
The more you name, 
the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle.

GUESS WHO? (answer below Word Search)

I am an actor from stage and screen born Jan. 2, 
1971, in New Jersey. I made my television debut in an 
episode of “New York Undercover.” But I’m perhaps
better known for a role in a popular Broadway show 
about eclectic New York apartment dwellers.

Other headlines
• William Weaver proclaimed as Fireman of  the Year
• Explosion destroys Steelton home, restaurant saved
• Middletown clips Falcons’ wings in 76-43 conference triumph

News from the Wednesday, Jan. 14, 1981, edition of  the Press & Journal

Hot buys
• 1980 Sharp Carousel microwave oven, digital clock, auto start, 

$358. 1980 25-inch RCA XL-100 color console television, $488. Har-
ris Television and Appliance, 7 S. Union St., Middletown.

• Borderless color reprints, 6 for $1. Food Club tomato soup, 5 for 
$1. Sirloin steak, $2.49 a pound. Frying chickens, 59 cents a pound. 
Four-count lightbulbs, $1. Giant, 300 W. Main St., Middletown.

Dynamic Products Corp., Mid-
dletown’s fledgling steel corpora-
tion, was dealt a staggering blow 
on Tuesday night when an incred-
ible fire severely damaged an esti-
mated one-third of  the business. 

Officials speculated on Tuesday 
that extensive damage was noted 
to have taken place to some 2,300 
square feet of  the business office 
and shipping departments. 

Smoke and flames rose high in 
the bone-chilling air in Middle-
town as area firefighters arrived 
at the flame engulfed building at 
about 5:30 p.m. Tuesday. It was es-
timated that the rise of  smoke and 
flame was visible from a distance 
of  6 miles or more according to 
local bystanders watching the fire. 

Press & Journal photographers 
at the scene reported that the heat 
from the blaze raged so intensely 
that the steel structural beams 
and siding of  the building glowed 
red before melting and collapsing. 
Heat from the fire also caused 
bricks in the structure to explode 
in bursts of  smoke and flying 
debris. 

Volunteer firefighters from 
Middletown’s three companies as 
well as from the Lower Swatara, 
Londonderry, Highspire and Her-
shey fire companies responded 
to the call to do battle with the 
fire. Efforts by the firefighters re-
sulted in the blaze being brought 
under control in approximately 
45 minutes. 

Standing by at the Middletown 
fire stations as a backup were 
forces from the Hummelstown 
Volunteer Fire Company. 

According to Dynamic Products 
general manager Dr. V. Hasija, 
none of  the corporation’s esti-
mated 35 employees were in the 
burning portion of  the building 
during the incident. 

Dynamic Products manufac-
tures steel gridding and supports 
for bridges. 

Firefighters battled the blaze 
from the Main Street and Niss-
ley Street ends, and from inside 
the structure. Eyewitnesses at 
the scene commented that they 
watched smoke initially travel 
along the building’s roofline before 
small flickers of  flame appeared, 
which then grew to significant 
amounts of  fire. 

At the back end of  the business, 
unidentified Dynamic Product 
workers pointed toward smoking 
55-gallon drums that reportedly 
contained volatile paint supplies. 
The same workers also com-
mented that a number of acetylene 
tanks for torches were also housed 
in the business shop portion of  the 
building. 

Firefighters were reportedly 
also hampered by a lack of  water 
pressure in their efforts to fight the 
blaze. At times hoses went flat due 
to a lack of  forceful water pressure 
from the borough’s hydrants. 

At the scene, no speculation was 
made by company or fire officials 
as to the cause of  the blaze. But 
unidentified workers commented 
that a number of  portable heating 
units were used in parts of  the cor-
poration’s shop area to reportedly 
keep water pipes from freezing. 
It was speculated that the blaze 
originated in the corporation’s 
administrative offices located in 
the west end of  the building. The 
fire then spread eastward along 
the roofline of  the structure. 

Dynamic Products has occu-
pied the Main Street structure in 
Middletown since 1978 when it and 
the Giant Food Stores corporation 
moved into the plot of  land in 
the western end of  Middletown. 
Over the years the building in 
Middletown that houses Dynamic 
Products had been the home of  the 
Middletown Standard Car Works, 
the Coatesville Boiler Works, 
Crane Company and Boiler Works 
and the Orr and Sembower Boiler 
Works. 

Local firefighters remained at 
the scene until late Tuesday night 
making sure that all hot spots from 
the blaze were drowned. In their 
battling of the blaze, no firefighters 
were injured. 

Area volunteer firefighters do battle against the raging flames in a fire that took place at the Dynamic Products 
Corp. in Middletown on Tuesday. Intense heat from the blaze melted the steel siding of the structure, and foundation 
beams also collapsed as a result of the fire.

Dynamic Steel devastated by raging fire
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“Football, Endangered Spe-
cies.” That was the topic of  the 
talk that Terry Eberly, Middle-
town Area High School football 
coach, delivered to the Middle-
town Kiwanis Club at its regular 
weekly meeting Jan. 12. 

Eberly cited many contribut-
ing factors that caused him to 
make such a questionable state-
ment. In his speech he started 
at the very top in professional 
ball, and wondered just how 
long the paying spectator will 
continue to be willing to pay the 
high admission prices that are 
necessitated by the enormous 
salaries demanded by the top 
professional players. 

He cited Earl Campbell’s threat 
to “sit out” a year if  he didn't get 
his asked-for million dollars.

Eberly also noted that in col-
lege football, it is only the large 
schools with winning teams that 
draw the large crowds. 

“Smaller schools are hurting,” 
Eberly said, “because all but only 
the more dedicated alumni stay 
home to watch the big games 
on TV.” 

Eberly added that high school 

football is also “hurting” because 
of  the long season (they begin 
practice Aug. 8) and because a 
lot of  boys are no longer willing 
to make the sacrifice necessary 
to prepare their bodies to endure 
the strain of  a long and strenu-
ous season. 

“The fear of  receiving perma-
nent injury is a big contribut-
ing factor in persuading many 
kids to turn to soccer and cross 
country, rather than football, as 
a fall sport,” Eberly said. “School 
spirit and community spirit (or, 
rather the noticeable lack of  it) 
is responsible in a large measure 
in keeping kids out of  the football 
program. Everybody loves a win-
ner, and if  you can’t win —don’t 
participate.” 

Eberly reminded local club 
members that when the Houston 
Oilers were winning, it was Earl 
Campbell who got the headlines. 
But when they failed to win the 
division championship, it was 
coach Bum Phillips who got fired. 

Also, someone kindly re-
marked that even Tom Landry 
and the Dallas Cowboys lose 
sometimes.

MAHS coach talks about 
‘Football, Endangered 
Species’ at Kiwanis Club
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COMING SOON!

The Beginnings and Growth of Some 
of Our Area’s Leading Businesses

Honor Roll 
of Businesses
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717-944-4628
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maxineetter@pressandjournal.com

20 South Union Street
Middletown
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service to Middletown and surrounding communities
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By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

The husband-and-wife team 
that owns and operates the new 
Riverside True Value Hardware 
store at Westporte Centre in 
Middletown have a combined 27 
years of  experience in the retail 
hardware business.

Actually it’s 34 years, if  you 
count from when Lisa Bubb was 
10 years old following around her 
father in the hardware store he co-
owned in Lemoyne, before Bubb 
started officially working in the 
store at age 17.

Ryan and Lisa Bubb met each 
other through the hardware busi-
ness, as Ryan started working for 
Lisa’s dad John Hepfer when he 
was in high school.

The Bubbs, who live in Duncan-
non with their 7-month old son 
Larson — named after Metallica 
drummer Lars Ulrich — plan to 
open for business Thursday, Jan. 
2, with a grand opening to be held 
in the spring.

Their space in Westporte Centre 
on West Main Street was last oc-
cupied by Dollar Express, which 
closed in June 2017.

The hardware store carries the 
True Value name but it is not a 
franchise arrangement, accord-
ing to Ryan. 

“We have the ability to use their 
name as long as we purchase a 
certain amount of  inventory every 
year,” he said. 

The store is also what Bubb 
called a “destination True Value 
store,” modeled in design, decor 
and color scheme after True Val-
ue’s model store in Chicago. True 
Value also supports the store with 
merchandising and advertising.

Otherwise, the store is indepen-
dently owned and operated by the 
Bubbs, he said.

Ryan Bubb, 30, has worked for 
True Value in one capacity or 
another for the last 13 years. He 
intended to go to college after 
working at Hepfer’s True Value 
store in Duncannon but “kind of  
got hooked on hardware and never 
looked back.”

Hepfer had a few True Value 
stores in Duncannon and Bubb 
managed the stores for six or seven 
years, before getting a job with 
True Value as a project manager 
at the corporate level.

“I just traveled all over the 
country doing this,” he said. “I’d 
set up a store, get them going and 
then I’d leave and do another one.”

“I did that for almost four years 
until he came along,” Ryan said, 
pointing to Larson. “I had to come 
home and get off the road and then 
this opportunity popped up.”

Lisa, 31, said her father has 
owned hardware stores for almost 
50 years.

She and Ryan both enjoy the 
experience of  taking care of  cus-
tomers.

An independent small-town 
hardware store means “we are 
expected to be experts on the prod-

ucts we sell,” Ryan said. “We’ve 
owned our own home for five years 
now. Most of  the products in the 
store I’ve used and know how to 
use. I get enjoyment out of  help-
ing somebody else who might not 
know how to use something and 
teaching them how to do it and 
making sure they get the right 
thing. … I don’t care if  you buy the 
most expensive can of  paint. I want 
you to get the right can of  paint.”

The store will have a large 
plumbing department, and electri-
cal. Paint will be a big part of  the 
store, as well as lawn and garden 
and seasonal merchandise for 
outside your home.

With Penn State Harrisburg 
right across the street, the store 
will stock items catering to a col-
lege student living in a dorm room, 
such as storage containers, totes, 
shelves and small appliances.

Ryan said the Bubbs were at-
tracted to the space because they 
see “great opportunity” in Middle-
town as a growing community.

Nearly 50 percent of  all housing 
in Middletown is rental, a reflec-
tion of  Penn State Harrisburg 
being second only to University 
Park in terms of  being the largest 
campus in the Penn State system. 
The Bubbs hope to tap into the 
market of  landlords working on 

their properties in the borough.
Middletown has had a hardware 

store in town since 2015, when 
Street Stores Hardware opened 
at 115 E. Main St. 

Nevertheless, “I just think it is 
an underserved market” when it 
comes to hardware, Ryan said of  
the Middletown area.

The Bubbs are interviewing 
prospective employees. By spring 
they hope to add up to five more 
full-time employees, and six to 
eight part-timers.

“We’re excited to get started 
here,” Ryan said, noting he and 
Lisa had originally hoped to open 
in August.

The Bubbs’ first choice of  a 
name for their hardware store was 
West End, but that was taken in 
Pennsylvania, so they settled on 
Riverside to reflect Middletown 
being “a river town,” Ryan said.

STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER

Co-owners of the new Riverside True Value hardware store in Westporte Center in Middletown Lisa and Ryan Bubb 
take a break in the power tool section, along with 7-month old Larson.

New hardware store set to open
Bubbs will own Riverside True Value, located in Westporte Center

Store hours
Initial winter hours for Riverside True 
Value will be 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday, and 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Sundays. Come spring weekday 
hours will expand to 8 to 8 p.m. 
Monday through Friday. Saturday will 
remain open from 8 to 6 and Sunday 
from 10 to 5.

As a reminder, using the Penn-
sylvania Turnpike will cost you 
more starting Jan. 5, when a 6 
percent toll hike for 2020 goes 
into effect for both E-ZPass and 
cash customers.

The most common toll for a 
passenger vehicle will go from 
$1.40 to $1.50 for E-ZPass custom-
ers and from $2.30 to $2.50 for cash 
customers. 

The most common toll for a 
Class-5 tractor trailer will go 
from $3.70 to $4 for E-ZPass and 
from $16.30 to $17.30 for cash.

The cashless toll at the west-
bound Delaware River Bridge 
will increase from $5.30 to $5.70 

for E-ZPass customers and from 
$7.20 to $7.70 for those who use PA 
Turnpike Toll By Plate.

Starting in 2017, Pennsylvania 
Turnpike tolls have now gone up 
by 6 percent four years in a row.

All the increases have been 
required to meet escalating 
debt-service costs associated 
with the Pennsylvania Turnpike 
Commission’s annual Act 44/
Act 89 contributions to the com-
monwealth of  Pennsylvania for 
transit operations and funding 
for the turnpike commission’s 
10-year capital program, the 
commission said in July in an-
nouncing the increase for 2020.

general fund budget for next year 
using estimates, past numbers, 
estimates and actual figures. As 
Franklin noted, the state’s 2020-21 
budget is months away, the dis-
trict’s wage base likely will change 
in following months, the district’s 
enrollment remains “a moving 
target,” and the district’s tax as-
sessment hasn’t been finalized.

The school board isn’t scheduled 
to adopt a proposed budget until 
May 5, followed by a final budget 
vote June 16.

War Memorial Field proposals
The school board tabled pro-

posals Dec. 17 for contracting the 
removal of  the sports grass on War 
Memorial Field and for engineer-
ing the field’s elevation heights 
in preparation for crowning. The 

board also tabled a proposal to 
include the addition of  sod as a 
bid alternate for the project for 
further consideration.

At the same time, board mem-
bers did approve adding the 
installation of  handrails in War 
Memorial Field’s oldest bleacher 
section as another bid alternative.

The board will revisit the tabled 
proposals for War Memorial Field 
this month.

MASD: Proposals tabled on War Memorial Field
From page 1

Judge John F. Cherry on Mon-
day was unanimously elected as 
president judge of  the Dauphin 
County Court of  Common Pleas 
by the 10-judge county court.

Cherry’s 5-year term as presi-
dent judge begins Jan. 1. He re-
places President Judge Richard 
A. Lewis, whose term as president 

judge expired at year’s end.
Lewis, 72, also served as presi-

dent judge from 2005 to 2010. He 
will continue serving on the court 
as a judge in the criminal trial 
division.

Cherry, 68, was first elected a 
Dauphin County judge in 1999 and 
retained by county voters in 2009 

and 2019. He currently handles 
civil and dependency matters.

The president judge oversees 
court administration and county 
court departments such as the dis-
trict judges, probation, and fines 
and costs. The president judge also 
sits on the county prison board and 
criminal justice advisory board.

Cherry picked as county’s president judge

“We’ve owned our own 
home for five years now. 
Most of the products in 
the store I’ve used and 
know how to use.”

Riverside True Value co-owner 
Ryan Bubb

State Sen. John M. DiSanto, 
a Republican, has announced 
he will run in 2020 for a second 
four-year term representing the 
15th District.

In Dauphin County, the 15th 
District includes most of  Lower 
Dauphin School District as well 
as Derry Township. The district 
includes all of  Perry County.

“Since my election in 2016, I 
have fought every day to limit 
government, create more jobs, 
ensure opportunity for everyone, 
stop tax increases, and invest 
in public education,” DiSanto 
said in a video announcing his 
candidacy released Dec. 17. 

“We have made a lot of  prog-
ress for Dauphin and Perry 
counties, but our fight will con-
tinue. That’s why I am running 
for re-election. Big government 
forces have pledged millions of  
dollars to defeat me, but I will 
not stop fighting for the families 
and values of  the 15th District.”

DiSanto is a second-gener-

at ion fam-
ily business 
owner with a 
background 
in construc-
tion and real 
estate devel-
opment. He 
is a manag-
ing trustee of  
the Terra Trust, a real estate 
development and investment 
trust that owns and operates a 
multi-state portfolio of  proper-
ties as well as construction and 
property management service 
providers.

DiSanto chairs the Senate Ag-
ing and Youth Committee. 

Among legislation DiSanto 
has introduced is Senate Bill 704, 
which would make grants avail-
able to communities impacted by 
a power plant closing. DiSanto 
introduced the legislation fol-
lowing Exelon’s announcement 
that it would close Unit 1 of  Three 
Mile Island.

DiSanto

Sen. DiSanto says he 
will run for re-election
in area’s 15th District

Pennsylvania Turnpike 
costs go up by 6 percent 
for fourth straight year



DIRECTORY OF CHURCH SERVICES

To list your church service here, call 717-944-4628 
or email info@pressandjournal.com for more information.

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown
717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF
Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

New Beginnings Church 
at the Riverside Chapel
630 South Union St., Middletown • 717-388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 717-944-4322
Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown
Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Sunday Worship - 10 am 
Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   
Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown
PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Phone 717-944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street, Middletown • 717-944-5835
Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of  441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766 
Sunday Worship:
Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am
Christian Child Care - 717-985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown, 717-944-6181 
Sunday School - 9 am, Worship - 10:15 am, www.eumch.org
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Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Calvary church has been a part of  the 
Middletown Borough community 
since 1936. It has been our privilege to 
proclaim the good news of  Jesus 
Christ all these years and to do so 
knowing the good news has never 
changed in over 2000 years. We firmly 
hold to the Apostles’ Creed and the 
Westminster Confession of  Faith and 
its Larger and Shorter Catechisms as 

clearly teaching what Scripture teaches. If  we believe the Gospel of  
Christ, then by trusting in his death and resurrection for sinners we 
will be forgiven and saved from God’s wrath. Please join us each 
Sunday to hear the Gospel. Learn more at: www.calvaryopc.com.

Our worship services are at 
10:15 a.m. and 6 p.m. We are 
located at the corner of  Spruce 
and Emaus streets here in 
Middletown. We have a fellow-
ship meal following the 10:15 a.m. 
morning worship service on the 
first Sunday of  every month, free 

to all who come. We also have 
Sunday school classes for all ages 
at 9 a.m. and a Bible Study and 
prayer meeting each Wednesday 
at 7 p.m. We are studying the 
power of  prayer on Wednesday 
nights.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Ebenezer United Methodist Church and Child-
care, 890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown invites 
everyone to join us for worship on Sunday 
mornings lead by Pastor Brad Gilbert. Our 
services are relaxed and casual. We offer a 
traditional service at 8:45 a.m. and a contempo-
rary service with a band (electric guitars) at 10:45 
a.m. At 10 a.m., between services, there is a 
variety of  Christian Education classes for all 
ages.

We have several things hap-
pening at Ebenezer and all are 
welcome. There is a prayer time, 
“Partners in Prayer” that meets 
the first Monday of  each month 
at 7 p.m. Through scripture, 
song, and meditation we experi-
ence the joy of  God’s presence. 

Have a favorite board game? 
“Game Night” is every third 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. We also offer 
a variety of  other groups includ-
ing Bible studies.

Any questions please call us 
at 717-939-0766 or e-mail us at 
ebenezerumc890@outlook.com.

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Evangelical Church is located on the corner of  
Spruce and Water Streets at 157 E. Water St., 
Middletown, south of  Main St., behind the 
Turkey Hill convenience store. We invite you to 
attend our Sunday morning activities: Sunday 
school is at 9 a.m. and worship is at 10:15 a.m. 
When you walk in the door, you will see people of  
all ages and walks of  life, some dressed formally 
and others casually in jeans and sneakers. Come 
as you are.

Our greeters wear nametags, 
so they are easy to find and they 
will be happy to help you if  you 
need any assistance or have a 
question. We celebrate com-
munion the first Sunday of  each 
month. In the spirit of  Jesus 
Christ, and as a congregation in 
the United Methodist Church, 
we welcome all (baptized or un-
baptized) to partake of  the holy 
sacrament. We invite you to ex-
perience life at Evangelical UMC. 
Whether you are looking for a 
community, are lonely, searching 
for the meaning of  life, or want 
to know more about Jesus, our 
doors are open for you. Check 
our website to learn more about 
us: www.eumch.org.

This week’s worship assistants 
are as follows: Pastor – Lee Ellen-

berger; Organist – Don Cowsert; 
Audio Visual – Steve Moyer, 
Justin Hahn and Jamal War-
ren; Head Usher – Scott Green; 
Greeters - Jack Greenawalt and 
Shirley Kupp; Nursery Caregiv-
ers – Deb Lidle and Joyce Moyer.

This week’s schedule of  activi-
ties is as follows:

Wed., Jan. 1: New Year’s Day, 
church office closed; 7 p.m., Alco-
holics Anonymous Group Book 
Study.

Sun., Jan 5: 9 a.m., Sunday 
school for all ages; 10:15 a.m., 
Worship Service with Cantata 
“Breath of  Heaven.”

Tues., Jan. 7: 2 p.m., Prayer 
Shawl Ministry; 6 p.m., God’s 
Kitchen at Wesley UMC, meal 
provided by Highspire. 

Geyers United Methodist Church
God is Calling YOU! How is God working in your 
life? Where do you see Him in your everyday 
tasks? How is He helping to Open Minds, Open 
Hearts, and Open Doors? Geyers United Method-
ist Church invites you to worship with us each 
Sunday at 9 a.m., enjoy Coffee Fellowship at 10 
a.m. and attend our 10:30 a.m. Bible Study so that 
we can help you better understand the answers 
to these questions and many more. Our Vision 
Statement is Acknowledge Christ in all we do 

and share Him with others and we keep that at the forefront of  our 
minds in all the missions this church does.

This fall our sermon series 
will be “The Stories Behind the 
Hymns.” Each week we as a 
church unite in singing hymns of  
praise to God. Many of  them are 
very familiar and we often know 
the tunes by heart. But there is 
a meaning behind each of  the 
hymns that we often do not know. 
In this series we will explore the 
meaning behind the hymn we 
know and love well. Please join 
us in this time of  worship.

D.A.W.G.S. (Dynamic And 
Wiggly God Seekers). Come and 
join us every Wednesday from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. Little DAWGS ages 
3 - first grade, Big DAWGS second 
grade – middle school. Share the 
fun and bring a friend with you 
to enjoy stories, games, crafts, 
music, Gaga Ball, science fun and 
snacks. Free Club T-Shirts for 
Everyone!

Nonperishable food items 
are collected for the Middle-
town Food Bank each Sunday. 
Campbell Soup labels, education 
box tops, printer ink cartridges 
and soda tabs are also collected 
weekly.

Consider volunteering at Mis-
sion Central the fourth Tuesday 
of  each month. Our next trip 
will be Tuesday, January 28. We 
will leave Geyers at 8:15 a.m. and 
return about noon. Please wear 
closed toe shoes. Contact Kathy 
Espenshade for more informa-

tion. Make reservations to attend 
by calling the church office.

The church has had many 
new exciting additions in the 
past year! Geyers has completed 
expanding their building. The 
building project includes the 
addition of  a handicap-accessible 
restroom on the top floor as well 
as an elevator to allow travel 
from the first floor to the base-
ment floor without use of  the 
stairs. Please join us on any Sun-
day morning to see the changes. 
Wesley, Geyers, Evangelical, 
Highspire, and New Thing 
churches team up to provide 
a free meal each Tuesday at 6 
p.m. at Wesley United Methodist 
Church in Middletown. All are 
welcomed, so whether you need a 
good home-cooked meal, a night 
off from cooking, or a friend to 
talk to, come out and enjoy a 
meal with us.

For more information, please 
visit our website at geyersumc.
com and like our page Geyers 
United Methodist Church on 
Facebook to keep up with our 
current events.

Geyers is located at 1605 
South Geyers Church Road, Mid-
dletown in Londonderry Town-
ship. Pastor Steve Atanasoff and 
the church office can be reached 
at 717-944-6426 or geyerschurch@
verizon.net.

New Beginnings Church of Middletown
We are an independent body of  believers offering 
God’s invitation for a new beginning to all who 
seek it. We exist to meet the spiritual, emotional 
and physical needs of  all people through faith in 
Jesus Christ. We are a Safe Sanctuary congrega-
tion. New Beginnings Church invites you to 
worship with us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
Nursery and children’s church is provided. Our 
congregation meets at Riverside Chapel, 630 S. 
Union St., next to the Rescue Fire Company. 

Sunday School for all ages is at 9 a.m. We are handicap accessible 
via ramp at back door. For additional church information call 
717-388-1641. For security purposes all doors will be locked every 
Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m. at the start of  worship.

The community is invited to 
our contemporary service on 
Monday evenings at 7 p.m. enti-
tled “New Beginnings Unchained 
Worship Fellowship.” Persons 
who have no church affiliation or 
are seeking to grow in their faith 
in their relationship with God 
are invited. We invite you to 
come and check out our service.

Sundays: Children’s choir 
rehearsal Sundays at 10 a.m.; 
Youth Fellowship meets the 
first two Sunday evenings of  the 
month from 5 to 7 p.m. as a fam-
ily oriented meeting and serves a 
congregation/community dinner 
the 3rd Sundays after church.

Mondays: Men meet for prayer 
at 6 a.m. Community men are 
invited; Sociable Seniors group 
meets the 1st and 3rd Mondays 
from 12 to 3 p.m., lunch included. 
All are welcome.

Wednesdays: Choir practice at 
6:30 p.m.; Psalm 150 Praise Band 
Practice.

Thursdays: Blanket makers 
meet the 1st and 2nd Thursdays 
of  the month; Bible study at 7 
p.m. followed by Intercessory 
Prayer.

Saturdays: We clean the 
Middletown Food Bank the 3rd 
Saturday every other month. The 
community is invited to partici-

pate in these important areas of  
our church life.

Ushers for January: Pat and 
Harvey Givler and Bonnie and 
Joel Guzzo; Greeter for Janu-
ary: Bonny Harper. Children’s 
Church leaders for Sun., Jan. 5: 
Eva Allen and Becky Smith.

Our prayer garden in the rear 
of  the yard has an 8-foot cross 
that is made out of  nails. It is 
illuminated every night from 8 
p.m. to midnight. From spring to 
winter benches are provided to 
use to meditate or just enjoy the 
beauty and quietness along the 
Swatara Creek.

Pastor Britt writes a devotional 
on the Facebook page “Pastor 
Britt Strohecker.” 

Our Sunday worship service 
is broadcast on the MAHS radio 
station, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. 
every Sunday afternoon. Listen 
on the radio or the Internet at 
wmssfm.com. Click on “Listen 
Live” at top and then “Main 
Stream 1.” Check us out on our 
website at www.newbeginning-
schurchmiddletownpa.com.

Pastor Britt’s parting words 
each Sunday: “Nothing in this 
world is more important than the 
love of  Jesus Christ!” We invite 
you to come and experience this 
love.

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
The Presbyterian Congregation is located at 290 
N. Union St. in downtown Middletown. We are a 
body of  Christian people who reach out to others 
by sharing God’s Word, love, and fellowship. 
Warm greetings to one and all as we seek to grow 
closer to our Lord Jesus Christ. Please join us on 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. as Pastor Christian Neu-
baum leads us in worship. Our sanctuary is 
air-conditioned and handicapped accessible, and 
there are also hearing devices for anyone want-

ing to use one. Nursery is available during the service, as well as 
Bible Listening bags for children to utilize during the service. Do 
join us.

For further information, see 
our website www.pcmdt.org, 
visit our Facebook page (www.

facebook.com/PresbyterianCon-
gregation), or call the office.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring & Union 
Streets (121 N. Spring St), Middletown. We are a 
Reconciling In Christ Church. Visit our website 
at www.stpetersmiddletown.org. Please join us 
for worship. Our worship times are: Sunday 
morning worship at 10 a.m. Wednesday morning 
at 10 a.m., Good Shepherd Chapel; Saturday 
evening at 5 p.m., Good Shepherd Chapel. For 
Wednesday and Saturday services please enter 
the church through the parking lot doors. Our 

Sunday worship service is broadcast on WMSS 91.1FM at 11 a.m.
Free Little Library: St. Peter’s 

has a Free Little Library located 
at the entrance door by the park-
ing lot. This Free Little Library 
belongs to everyone. Anyone may 
use it. The books are always free. 
It is not necessary to give a book 
to take a book. Come take a look, 
read a book!

Mental Health First Aid 
Training: WellSpan Philhaven is 
providing a certified and clini-
cally proven Mental Health First 
Aid Training to members of  St. 
Peter’s and all citizens in the 
area at no cost in Luther Hall 
on Tues., Jan. 28, 2020 at 9 a.m. 
This 8-hour training will equip 
people who may not possess 
mental health clinical training 
to learn to identify, understand 

and respond to signs of  mental 
illness and substance use. Upon 
completion of  this course, you 
will be able to help a friend, fam-
ily member or colleague in need 
of  assistance.

In the same way that CPR helps 
you assist an individual having 
a medical emergency, Mental 
Health First Aid helps you assist 
someone experiencing a mental 
health-related problem or crisis, 
even if  you have no clinical train-
ing. Seating is limited and ad-
vance registration is required to 
attend by contacting Don Hossler 
717-944-2250.

Check us out on Facebook - St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church Middle-
town, PA. Go ahead “like” our 
Facebook page.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

A Middletown man was sen-
tenced to up to eight years in 
prison after pleading no contest 
to rape and two other charges 
in Dauphin County Court on 
Dec. 17.

Xiomar Vazquez-Vazquez, 25, 
was sentenced to 3 1/2 to 8 years 
by President Judge Richard A. 
Lewis after pleading no contest 
to a rape that according to Lower 
Swatara Township police took 
place in a room at the Congress 
Inn on South Eisenhower Bou-
levard on Sept. 1, 2017.

Vazquez-Vazquez also pleaded 
no contest to sexual assault, for 
which Lewis sentenced him to 3 
to 6 years; and to simple assault, 
for which Lewis sentenced him to 
1 to 2 years, according to online 
court documents. 

The three sentences are 

concurrent, 
meaning they 
are to run si-
multaneous 
to one anoth-
er,  instead 
of  consecu-
tive where 
V a z q u e z -
V a z q u e z 
would serve the three sentences 
one after another.

No contest means the defen-
dant does not admit guilt but does 
not wish to contend the charge.

Two other felony counts of  
rape forcible compulsion that 
had been filed against Vazquez-
Vazquez were withdrawn.

Township police charged 
Vazquez-Vazquez on June 7, 
2018, after the victim had come 
forward on May 11, 2018 alleging 
that Vazquez-Vazquez had raped 
her, according to arrest records 
filed by police. 

Four charged with  
burglary of welding 
business on Deodate 
Road in November

Middletown man gets up  
to eight years in rape case

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

State Police charged four men 
in connection with two burglar-
ies at a welding business in the 
2500 block of  Deodate Road in 
Conewago Township in Novem-
ber. 

Court records do not indicate 
the burglaries are related.

At about 8 p.m. Nov. 15, Michael 
Troy Wright, 49, of  the 6000 block 
of  Pine Street in Harrisburg, 
entered the Capp It Off business 
without the owner’s permission, 
police said in arrest papers filed 
with District Judge David Judy.

Wright pulled out all the 
breakers in a circuit breaker 
box, opened a welding gas bottle 
valve and broke the fuel regula-
tor, causing damages totaling 
$3,615, police said. Police said 
Wright was upset over having 
been fired from the business 
earlier that day.

At about 2 a.m. Nov. 19, police 
said Chad Michael Conzelmann, 
32, of  the 300 block of  Canal 
Street in Lebanon, drove Corey 
John Singer, 26, of  the first block 
of  Cider Press Road in Manheim, 

and Dionne Adair Tomecek, 20, 
of  the 500 block of  Prescott Drive 
in Lebanon, to the same business. 

Singer broke through a side 
window and with Tomecek stole 
a hot water heater from the base-
ment valued at $499, according to 
police. It cost another $7,173.75 to 
clean up oil that spilled on the 
dirt floor, police said.

On Dec. 19, Wright was charged 
with burglary, criminal mischief  
and criminal trespass.

Conzelmann on Dec. 19 was 
charged with burglary, criminal 
trespass, conspiracy to commit 
criminal mischief, conspiracy to 
commit theft by unlawful taking, 
and criminal trespass.

Singer on Dec. 19 was charged 
with burglary, criminal tres-
pass, criminal mischief, theft by 
unlawful taking, and criminal 
trespass.

Tomecek on Dec. 19 was 
charged with burglary, criminal 
trespass, conspiracy to commit 
criminal mischief  and conspir-
acy to commit theft by unlawful 
taking, and criminal trespass.

All four defendants are await-
ing setting of  a preliminary 
hearing before Judy.

Vazquez-Vazquez



The new year is upon us, 
and as we look out to what 
2020 might bring us here in 
the Middletown area, one is-
sue stands out just a bit more 
than the others.

Obviously, big stories will 
come up that we can’t antici-
pate. We hope that natural 
disasters and deadly crimes 
and accidents don’t take over 
the headlines. There will be 
more issues and growth with 
warehouses, both in Lon-
donderry and Lower Swatara 
townships, as construction 
starts or is considered in both 
of  those areas on new facili-
ties.

The borough of  Middle-
town likely will continue to 
spar with Suez over water 
and sewer rates, and the 
borough’s lawsuit with its 
former solicitor, McNees Wal-
lace & Nurick, and former 
financial adviser, Susque-
hanna Group Advisors, over 
the advice it got to enter into 
a lease with Suez more than 
five years ago might come to 
a close.

We might have a resolution 

to the sexual 
assault case 
against 
George 
Mouchette, 
who is 
charged 
with crimes 
against a 
woman in his Middletown po-
lice chief  office. That resolu-
tion might give some idea as 
to whether the Middletown 
Police Department will con-
tinue to stand on its own or 
will be part of  some regional-
ization or sharing agreement.

But we want to discuss one 
issue that we very much hope 
improves: the dynamic be-
tween Mayor James H. Curry 
III and Council President 
Angela Lloyd.

What once seemed to be 
not only a collegial but a 
friendly relationship is no 
longer so.

Several recent council 
meetings have ended in yell-
ing matches between the 
two and childish theatrics 
from the mayor. Whether the 
mayor likes it or not, Lloyd 

is council 
president 
and presides 
at the meet-
ings. She has 
repeatedly 
labored to 
maintain 
order and de-

corum at the public meetings, 
something that the mayor 
has not done.

Let’s be clear: No one ben-
efits from this. Certainly not 
the borough and its residents. 
The borough’s perception 
in this part of  Pennsylvania 
when people read about these 
incidents takes a hit.

Of  course, Lloyd might not 
make it past Jan. 6 as council 
president. On that night, the 
council holds its annual re-
organizational meeting. That 
means a new president and 
vice president will be picked 
by the seven-member board.

That night, Scott Sites will 
be sworn in to replace Robert 
Reid.

Lloyd will almost certainly 
face a challenge to her presi-
dency by those who are more 

friendly with Curry. Could 
Ian Reddinger raise his hand? 
Or even Sites? 

We aren’t suggesting, 
either, that replacing coun-
cil leadership will solve the 
problem. Because the prob-
lem lies in the establishment 
of  a respectable working rela-
tionship between our town’s 
officials — something that as 
of  late has been anything but 
that.

Curry likes to refer to 
himself  and the council as a 
team. That’s not really the 
case. In fact, in some ways, 
the mayor has considerably 
less power than the council 
president. 

He cannot bring legisla-
tion before council. He must 
rely on those who support 
him to do so. He doesn’t set 
the agenda for meetings, or 
manage how meetings are 
run. He can object to actions 
such as those taken by Lloyd 
last year to start new commu-
nity development and public 
safety committees through 
council, but he can’t stop it. 
And he can veto legislation 

that council approves, but his 
veto can be overridden. 

The last thing we want is a 
rubber-stamp council presi-
dent, and we don’t want the 
continuation of  the level of  
contention between the may-
or and the leader of  council, 
especially when it clouds the 
goals of  the borough. The 
relationship between all of-
ficials should be cordial and 
professional, with questions 
asked when need be and with 
the best interests of  the bor-
ough always at the forefront. 
It takes all parties to make 
that happen.

The borough has many 
issues it needs to address. 
Council members and the 
mayor must hash them out, 
and that can mean tough dis-
cussions. That doesn’t mean 
those discussions have to de-
volve into shouting matches 
to end meetings.

The Jan. 6 meeting will be 
very important. Let’s move 
forward into 2020 with a posi-
tive outlook. The borough 
residents and businesses 
deserve that.

More than 190 million Ameri-
cans suffer from chronic diseas-
es. For them, healthcare reform 
isn’t a political football — it’s a 
matter of  life and death. 

Unfortunately, both parties 
keep pushing reforms that won’t 
improve patients’ lives. One side 
is focused on making insurance 
coverage skinnier and cheaper, 
the other on having the govern-
ment takeover large segments 

of  the health care system, 
setting prices, and sacrificing 
innovation and consumer 
choice.  

Both these approaches 
would make it harder for 
patients to get the care they 
need and burden our health 

care system in the long run. To 
cut costs and help patients save 
billions, politicians ought to 
focus on making preventing and 
managing chronic diseases more 
accessible by addressing out-of-
pocket costs.

Chronic diseases account 
for 90 percent of  all U.S. health 
care spending. Today, six in 10 
Americans live with at least one 

chronic condition.  
People with chronic conditions 

face unreasonable out-of-pocket 
costs. On average, individuals 
with two or more chronic dis-
eases spend five times more out-
of-pocket than patients without 
any chronic conditions. People 
with three or more conditions 
pay 10 times more.   

These out-of-pocket burdens 
have grown as insurance has 
steadily shifted more costs onto 
patients. Because of  such trends, 
average out-of-pocket spending 
has grown 58 percent over the 
past decade.  

Consider the growth of  high-
deductible health plans, which 

typically require patients to 
pay thousands of  dollars out-of-
pocket before coverage begins. 

This year, 30 percent of  work-
ers have a high deductible health 
plan compared to just 4 percent 
in 2006. For people living with 
chronic conditions, surging out-
of-pocket costs often mean delay-
ing or forgoing care altogether. 

A recent study showed that 
even women receiving a breast 
cancer diagnosis delayed treat-
ment at every step — screening, 
testing, surgery, radiation, and 
therapy — when insured under 
a high deductible health plan.  

This harms patients and adds 
to overall costs. Medication non-

adherence alone causes about 
125,000 deaths and adds nearly 
$300 billion to America’s health-
care bill annually. In fact, we 
spend more failing to optimize 
adherence and medication ben-
efits than we do on drugs them-
selves. Reducing out-of-pocket 
costs would improve adherence 
— thus keeping people healthy, 
saving money and lives.

As Congress considers leg-
islation to improve our health 
care system, it is shortsighted to 
focus on just one silo of  care in 
our continuum. 

Instead, policymakers should 
focus on ways to lower out-of-
pocket costs for people living 

with chronic conditions. Im-
proving access to high quality 
chronic disease care could save 
$6.3 trillion in spending. 

Chronic diseases are the No. 
1 cause of  death, disability and 
rising health care spending in 
the United States. The only way 
to save lives and reduce costs is 
to invest in better treatment — 
and address out-of-pocket costs 
so treatment is accessible to the 
people who need it most.

Kenneth E. Thorpe is a profes-
sor of  health policy at Emory 
University and chairman of  the 
Partnership to Fight Chronic 
Disease.

Surging out-of-pocket costs leave patients in agony; we must address it
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Shouting matches don’t help borough

The war in Afghanistan, America’s 
longest, has cost about 2,300 U.S. lives, 
more than 20,000 wounded, and about $1 
trillion. Now, thanks to the persistence 
of  the Washington Post, we have an 
abundance of  interviews which, like the 
Pentagon Papers, reveal the enormous 
wastefulness, ignorance and deceit that 
make Afghanistan, like Vietnam, a chap-
ter in the history of  failed U.S. interven-
tions.

In my October 2015 blog, “Truth and 
Consequences,” I cited a report at the 
time that Richard Nixon had complained 
to Henry Kissinger about the U.S. failure 
to win the Vietnam War given all the 
firepower at its disposal. 

But that’s not what Nixon said publicly. 
I concluded: “We are now witness in 
Afghanistan to the same scenario: public 
lies, private doubts.” 

I also identified some of  the problems 
with the U.S. war effort in Afghanistan 
that the Post documents now reveal — 
problems that should have led President 
Barack Obama to deliver on his prom-
ise to withdraw U.S. troops. Instead, he 
continued the failed effort and passed 
Afghanistan on to Donald Trump. 

Both presidents had plenty of  biparti-
san support from people who, as in Viet-
nam, use “resolve” and “commitment” to 
justify the sacrifice of  blood and treasure 
in a country they barely know. 

“Afghanistan is blessed with a sub-
stantial number of  lobbyists who seem 
incapable of  thinking beyond war,” I 
concluded in my blog.

Vietnam syndrome
Decision-making on Afghanistan, 

the interviews tell us, parallels that in 
Vietnam in several specific ways. Here 

are some 
symptoms of  
this seem-
ingly chronic 
illness drawn 
from the Post 
interviews:

• Unwar-
ranted 
optimism. No 
matter how 
badly things 
go, decision-
makers 
remain deter-
mined to win. 
(Trump has 
recently said 
as much: If  
negotiations 
with the 
Taliban don’t 
work out, 
“complete 
victory” is 
the alterna-
tive.)

• Manipu-
lating the 
metrics. “The 
metrics were always manipulated for the 
duration of  the war,” says one interview-
ee. (As a French general famously told 
his American counterpart in Vietnam, 
“You want the numbers to go up, we will 
make them go up. You want them to go 
down, we’ll make them go down.”)

• Bureaucratic politics. A former briga-
dier general pointed to the confusion 
of  activity with impact, and therefore 
treated money and projects as equiva-
lent to real accomplishment. “The crack 
cocaine of  development was how much 
money was spent. It was an addiction 
that affected every agency,” he said. US-
AID was the worst offender: Its “mission 
is to perpetually involve itself  in projects 
to justify its existence” and make local 
people dependent on it.

• Lie when you have to: Most everyone 

on the ground 
saw the 
disconnect 
between what 
was actually 
happening 
and what had 
to be said in 
public. Lying 
became com-
monplace. As 
one colonel 
said, “Every 
data point 
was altered 
to present the 
best picture 
possible.”

• Mission 
Impossible: 
“We were 
devoid of  a 
fundamental 
understand-
ing of  Af-
ghanistan 
— we didn’t 
know what 
we were do-
ing,” said one 

general. In agreement, a former com-
manding general in Afghanistan said: 
“I tried to get someone to define for me 
what winning meant ... and nobody could. 
... Some people were thinking in terms of  
Jeffersonian democracy, but that’s just 
not going to happen in Afghanistan.”

• Nation-building hubris — think-
ing U.S. involvement would eventually 
cure Afghanistan of  official corruption, 
reform the military and police, and 
transform the economy. The emphasis 
was on building a strong central govern-
ment, contrary to the tribal character of  
Afghanistan’s political culture. As one 
former ambassador said, the Americans 
had to deal with “feudal lords” — people 
who weren’t about to give up their 
power, or their weapons. Corruption was 
endemic, much like Tammany Hall or 

Chicago: People take care of  their own in 
return for loyalty.

• Inability to separate development 
from security. “If  you look at the amount 
of  money spent in Afghanistan, you see 
a tiny percentage of  it went to help the 
people of  the country. It almost all went 
to the military and even most of  that 
money went for local militia and police 
training.” There were also budgeting 
cycles and fights over programs in “the 
snake pit that Washington is,” making it 
extremely difficult to make progress on 
Afghanistan’s development.

• Failure to see the big picture. “Collec-
tively the system is incapable of  stepping 
back to question basic assumptions,” said 
one former National Security Council 
staffer. The “bigger question,” he said, is 
“why does the U.S. undertake actions that 
are beyond its abilities?” Afghanistan “is 
not government-in-a-box or nation-build-
ing,” yet it was treated as such. Introspec-
tion, questioning those approaches, didn’t 
occur. “There is too much momentum 
and not enough reflection,” he concluded.

• Wrong prescription. James Dobbins, 
a former diplomat: “We don’t invade poor 
countries to make them rich. We don’t 
invade authoritarian countries to make 
them democratic. We invade violent 
countries to make them peaceful and we 
clearly failed in Afghanistan.” Invading 
for peace?

Someday, someone will write a memoir 
of  Afghanistan with a mea culpa similar 
to Robert McNamara’s “In Retrospect.” 
Like his, it will be too little, too late. Prob-
ably unlike his, the war in Afghanistan 
will still be going on when that memoir is 
written, telling us that despite all the U.S. 
wrongdoing, and the “lessons learned” 
that prompted the interview project, no 
president has had either the courage or 
the wisdom to say, enough.

Mel Gurtov, syndicated by PeaceVoice, is 
professor emeritus of  political science at 
Portland State University and blogs at In 
the Human Interest.

Afghanistan is our new Vietnam, and it’s not pretty
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Curry Lloyd



PLACE YOUR AD HERE! FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 717-944-4628 

Elwood’s
• PA Inspections • Brakes
• New & Used Tires • Exhaust • Struts 
• Oil Changes • Shocks • Batteries
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING
138 W. Main Street
Middletown

944-9255

IS YOUR STATE INSPECTION DUE?

Dailey’s Service 
Station
• State Inspections • Tune-ups 
• Oil Changes • Repairs
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING
Corner Main & Spruce Streets
Middletown

944-4407

Vastine’s Auto Service
General Repair Service on Domestic 
and Popular Foreign Cars
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING

231 Oak Hill Drive
Middletown

944-7154

The Hondru
Service Experience
Factory Warranty Center
The Best Service in Lancaster County

• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING

367-6644

Quick Lane 
Tire & Auto Center 
“Serving All Makes & Models 
Without An Appointment”
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING
Rte. 322 E. of Hershey at Maguire’s Ford

838-7700

Pennsylvania requires vehicle safety 
inspections for all passenger cars and 

light-duty trucks that need registration in the state.

CALL ANY ONE OF THESE LOCAL 
OFFICIAL PENNDOT INSPECTION STATIONS.

Even If Your Vehicle’s Inspection 
Is Not Due, It Pays To Have A 

Periodic Check At Least 
Every Six Months.

231 OAK HILL DRIVE • MIDDLETOWN • 944-7154

PA STATE INSPECTIONS
Lube • Oil & Filter Service

Open 
Weekdays 

8 am-5:30 pm 
Closed Sat.

•OIL CHANGES
•BRAKE REPAIRS
•EXHAUST REPAIRS
•COMPUTER DIAGNOSIS
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A homeless man has been 
charged with making terror-
istic threats after he allegedly 
threatened to have someone 
kill a woman in Lower Swatara 
Township.

Lower Swatara officers re-
sponded to a residence in the 100 
block of  B Lane at about 5 p.m. 
Dec. 15.

According to the affidavit filed 
with District Judge Michael J. 
Smith, Walter Vega, 30, was re-
fusing to leave after he was told 
to do so.

A resident told officers that 
when she called the police, Vega 
told her that if  he got arrested 
over this, he was going to have 
someone kill her because he said 
he was part of  the Latin Kings 
street gang, the affidavit said.

The Latin Kings is the largest 
Hispanic and Latino street gang 
worldwide, according to Wikipe-
dia.

He was arraigned before 
District Judge Sonya McKnight, 
and his bail was set at $2,000. His 
preliminary hearing is Jan. 8.

Group chat leads to charges
Two girls face charges after 

making comments in a group 
chat, according to police.

It was reported as harassment 
to police at 8 a.m. Dec. 11.

Officers said a 15-year-old 
Steelton girl and a 15-year-old 
Middletown girl called another 
girl derogatory names and 
threatened to assault her and 
“put her in a hospital.”

Both girls were charged with 
harassment, and the 15-year-
old girl from Steelton was also 
charged with terroristic threats. 

$9,000 taken from bank account
A Lower Swatara Township 

resident reported $9,000 missing 
from their bank account.

It was reported to police at 3:26 
p.m. Dec. 5.

Police said money was taken 
out of  the resident’s bank ac-
count on two occasions with-
out permission, totaling about 
$9,000.

The incident is under investi-
gation.

Rental car not returned
A Florida man has been 

charged with theft of  leased 
property after he allegedly failed 
to return a rental car.

The theft was reported to 
Susquehanna Area Regional 
Airport Authority police on Dec. 
6.

Susquehanna Area Regional 
Airport Authority is the gov-
erning authority of  Harrisburg 
International Airport.

According to the affidavit filed 
with District Judge Michael J. 
Smith, Victor Deion Williams, 
27, of  Lauderdale Lakes, rented 
a 2019 Hyundai Elantra From 
Avis Rental Cars Nov. 12 and 
was to return it Nov. 15.

Williams reportedly failed to 
return the car and didn’t re-
spond to a letter.

His case is listed as inactive.

AirPods stolen
A Middletown Area High 

School student is reporting the 
theft of  AirPods.

The theft was reported at 12:30 
p.m. Dec. 16.

Officers said the white Air-
Pods headphones, valued at $145, 
were stolen from a bench in the 
locker room.

Man charged with DUI
A Lower Paxton Township 

man’s blood alcohol content was 
0.198 percent following a traffic 
stop at 2:17 a.m. Nov. 23, accord-
ing to authorities.

A Pennsylvania State Police 
trooper reportedly saw Todd 
William Gephart’s vehicle weav-
ing in the lane while driving on 
Eisenhower Boulevard, accord-
ing to the affidavit filed with 
District Judge Michael J. Smith.

Gephart, 40, was reportedly 
driving about 52 mph in a 45 
mph zone and about 30 mph in a 
25 mph zone.

A sample of  his blood was tak-
en at the Dauphin County Book-
ing Center. The affidavit said the 
results were 0.198 percent. The 
legal limit while driving is 0.08 
percent.

He was also charged with 
disregarding a traffic lane and 
speeding. His preliminary hear-
ing is Jan. 15.

Man charged with theft
A Maryland man has been 

charged with theft by unlawful 
taking after he allegedly took an 
iPhone 7 left at Sheetz on Route 
230.

Susquehanna Area Regional 
Airport Authority police re-
sponded to a report of  a distur-
bance at 2:37 a.m. Dec. 7.

According to the affidavit filed 
with District Judge Michael J. 
Smith, customers were intoxi-
cated. One of  the customers left, 
and later in the day reported his 
iPhone stolen.

Video surveillance reportedly 
shows Mama Njonkou Njoya, 33, 
of  Frederick, finding the phone 
on a table and walk out of  Sheetz 
with it.

Njoya’s preliminary hearing 
has been scheduled for Feb. 3.

Man cited following hit-and-run
A Middletown man has been 

cited following a hit-and-run in 
the 500 block of  Windsor Drive 
at 10:56 p.m. Dec. 13.

Police said Owen Deitz, 67, hit 
a parked vehicle and didn’t stop. 
Officers said Deitz later called 
police and identified himself.

He was cited with an accident 
involving damage to an unat-
tended vehicle or property.

Window broken on Spring Garden
Something was thrown 

through a window of  a residence 
in the 1200 block of  Spring Gar-
den Drive.

It was reported to police at 1:45 
p.m. Dec. 11.

Police said the victim did not 
know what was thrown through 
the window or when it hap-
pened.

Vehicle part of scavenger hunt?
Lower Swatara police received 

reports of  a suspicious vehicle 
in the 30 block of  Shirley Drive 
at about 7 p.m. Dec. 14.

Police believe the people were 
taking part in a scavenger hunt, 
although officers are still doing 
interviews.

Man charged with DUI
A Harrisburg man has been 

charged with DUI following a 
traffic stop for having expired 
registration at 1:59 a.m. Nov. 9 
on Greenfield Drive.

According to the affidavit filed 
with District Judge Michael 
J. Smith, the license of  driver 

Bernard R. Conway Jr., 50, 
was suspended for DUI-related 
charges.

A preliminary breath test was 
positive for the presence of  alco-
hol, officers wrote. A sample of  
his blood was taken at the Dau-
phin County Judicial Center.

Conway also was charged with 
driving while his license is sus-
pended related to driving under 
the influence, driving while op-
erating privilege is suspended or 
revoked, and driving an unregis-
tered vehicle.

His preliminary hearing is 
Jan. 29.

Hit-and-run on Harrisburg Pike
Police are searching for a gray 

SUV involved in a hit-and-run at 
the intersection of  West Harris-
burg Pike and Whitehouse Lane 
at 9:07 p.m. Dec. 9.

Police said two cars were 
stopped at the red light. A car 
driven by a Camp Hill resident 
was rear-ended by the SUV, and 
the crash pushed that car into a 
car driven by a Steelton resident.

Officers said the SUV fled 
toward Steelton. The car would 
have minor front-end damage, 
police said.

There were no injuries. The 
accident is under investigation.

Stolen car involved in crash
A vehicle stolen from a resi-

dence in the 2000 block of  Eshel-
man Street was later involved in 
a car crash in Steelton.

It was reported to police at 2:46 
a.m. Dec. 5, and police believe 
the vehicle was stolen overnight.

Officers said the 2017 Ford 
Escape was unlocked and had 
a spare key inside. The car was 
later involved in a crash in 
Steelton.

Police said the car was recov-
ered after the crash.

Two bicycles stolen
A township resident reported 

the theft of  two bicycles from a 
residence in the first block of  
Donald Avenue.

It was reported to police at 2:16 
p.m. Dec. 7.

Police said the two bikes were 
unsecured and under a carport. 
The bikes are valued at $125 
each. One has 14-inch tires and 
is blue and black; the other has 
16-inch tires and is orange and 
gray.

Unlocked car entered
Items were stolen from an 

unlocked car while it was parked 
in the 1400 block of  Rosedale 
Avenue.

The theft was reported at 9:56 
p.m. Dec. 10. A wallet was taken 
from the car containing a credit 
card, Social Security card, a 
driver’s license, and $20 cash, 
police said.

Woman cited for unsafe U-turn
A Mechanicsburg woman has 

been cited after police responded 
to a car crash near the intersec-
tion of  West Harrisburg Pike 
and Tioga Avenue at 9:04 a.m. 
Dec. 3.

Police said Grace Plummer, 
20, and a 35-year-old Harrisburg 
woman were driving westbound 
on West Harrisburg Pike. Plum-
mer made a U-turn when she 
was rear-ended by the Harris-
burg woman, police said. There 
were no injuries.

Plummer was cited for making 
a U-turn unsafely.

LOWER SWATARA POLICE ROUNDUP

Homeless man threatens 
to have woman killed, 
says he’s part of a gang

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Dauphin County commission-
ers voted 2-1 Monday morning 
to purchase a new paper ballot 
voting system to be in place by the 
Pennsylvania primary on April 28.

Details as to how much the 
system to be purchased from 
Clear Ballot Group Inc. will cost 
the county were not immediately 
available.

Dauphin County is the only 
county in Pennsylvania that had 
not complied with a requirement 
imposed by the administration of  

Gov. Tom Wolf  to have in place by 
the primary a voting system that 
is backed up by a paper record.

The state had set a deadline of  
Dec. 31 for counties to act toward 
purchasing a paper ballot system, 
or else no funding would be pro-
vided from the state to help buy 
the system.

The state is expected to reim-
burse about 60 percent of  the cost 
for such a system to counties that 
take action by the end of  2019, 
according to an article posted by 
PennLive.

County Commission Chairman 
Jeff Haste voted against the reso-

lution that was approved by the 
two other commissioners, George 
Hartwick and Mike Pries.

The resolution commits the 
county to purchasing the system 
and related training and services 
from Clear Ballot. It also directs 
the county appropriate funds to 
cover the purchase, although the 
resolution does not specify the 
amount.

“We expect to have an agree-
ment, or contract, with Clear 
Ballot that specifies cost, train-
ing, etc. in mid-January,” county 
spokeswoman Amy Richards told 
the Press & Journal in an email.

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

When a new public sewer sys-
tem is completed along Route 
230 in Londonderry Township, 
residents will have to connect to 
it if  they live within 150 feet of  
the lines. 

The monthly sewer fee for those 
residents will be an estimated $43, 
township engineer Andrew Ken-
worthy recently told the Press & 
Journal.

The township has plans to 
install a public sewer system 
along Route 230 that would, in 
part, serve nearby warehouses 
that are being proposed. 

This estimated fee was in-
cluded in a public notice posted 
to Londonderry’s website that 
the township intended to update 
its sewage facilities plan, called 
its Act 537 plan. 

“You must connect. It’s manda-
tory that you connect,” Kenwor-
thy said. 

The township is estimating 
monthly sewer fees of  $43 per 
equivalent dwelling unit. For 
other parts of  Sewer Districts 
No. 2 and 3, the monthly sewer 
fee could range between $43 to 
$95 per EDU. 

An EDU is defined as one single-
family residential household.

Named after the 1966 Pennsyl-
vania Sewage Facilities Act, the 
township’s plan, which was up-
dated by the supervisors in 2016, 
noted that there were malfunc-
tioning on-lot disposal systems 
in the township, particularly in 
the Londonderry Estates devel-
opment and Sewer District No. 3. 

The plan said public sewer 
should be provided to Londonder-
ry Estates and to Sewer Districts 
No. 2 and 3 as necessary after 

the first cycle of  on-lot disposal 
system pumping. 

The township has said the price 
tag for bringing public sewer to 
Londonderry was about $27.5 
million — $26 million for bringing 
public sewer to Route 230 and $1.5 
million to bring it to Londonderry 
Estates. The Route 230 public 
sewer was to be operational by 
2026 and Londonderry Estates’ 
by 2021. 

The township has said that two 
developers have offered $15 mil-
lion to help install public sewer 
along Route 230 — Core 5 Indus-
trial Partners and Vision Group 
Ventures who plan to develop 
three tracts in the township. 

The township’s plan had called 
to convey Londonderry’s public 
sewer to both Derry Township 
Municipal Authority and the 
Middletown Borough Authority, 
which doesn’t exist anymore. 

“The new plan is to send all of  
the flow to Derry Township Mu-
nicipal Authority,” said township 
manager Steve Letavic.

As a result, the township has 
to update its plan. 

People can review the special 
study at the municipal build-
ing at 783 South Geyers Church 
Road. The public can also submit 
comments on the special study 
by mail to Township Board of  
Supervisors, c/o Township Man-
ager, Steve Letavic, 783 S. Geyers 
Church Road, Middletown, PA 
17057 or by emailing Letavic at 
sletavic@londonderrypa.org.

Comments will be received 
through Jan. 3. Supervisors are 
expected to vote on the update to 
the plan at their meeting Jan. 6. 

Kenworthy said the first two 
phases of  the project would be to 
install public sewer along Route 
230, and then pick up the other 

areas of  need in Sewer Districts 
No. 2 and 3. 

That would be an expense 
outside of  the estimated $26 mil-
lion to install public sewer along 
Route 230. Some cost estimates 
have been developed for the 
extensions into Sewer Districts 
No. 2 and 3. 

Monthly sewer fees for the 
other areas of  need in Sewer 
Districts No. 2 and 3 have been 
estimated between $43 to $95 per 
equivalent dwelling unit.

“What needs to be done is the 
final design and final cost esti-
mate, and the township needs to 
finalize their service agreement 
with DTMA,” Kenworthy said.

As for the public sewer for 
Londonderry Estates, Kenwor-
thy said the township is waiting 
on funding to do a study on the 
feasibility of  that sewer cost and 
what the user fee would be. 

Township officials have dis-
cussed applying for a Pennsyl-
vania Infrastructure Investment 
Authority grant and loan to fund 
the Londonderry Estates sewer. 

Timeline
Kenworthy estimated that the 

preliminary design for the Route 
230 sewer would be completed in 
April. 

Londonderry’s service agree-
ment with DTMA may be com-
pleted mid-year 2020. That agree-
ment would also include any fees 
for tapping into the public sewer. 

Final design of  this sewer may 
be done by the end of  2020 with 
the intent to start construction 
in March 2021. 

Kenworthy said the intent was 
to complete the public sewer 
system that would serve other 
areas in Sewer District No. 2 and 
3 by 2029. 

It will cost some Londonderry 
residents $43 a month to connect 
to proposed public sewer system

County to buy paper ballot voting system

to settle for fourth after dropping 
a 9-4 decision to Keito Shaw of  
Upper Darby. Malay is 11-6 on 
the season with 48 career wins.

Senior Joey Spear had a terrific 
start in a tough 138-pound weight 
class. Spear racked up 17 points 
and earned the technical fall over 
Rowan Badler of  Wyomissing in 
4 minutes, 46 seconds. 

In the quarterfinals, Spear 
pinned Conestoga’s Morgan Lo-

fland in just less than 5 minutes 
of  action. On Day 2, he suffered 
heartbreaking losses to Zachary 
Martin of  Neshaminy and Travis 
Lambert of  Oley Valley. Spear 
responded with a quality 8-1 
rematch over Morgan Lofland to 
earn fifth place. Spear is 11-4 on 
the season with 80 career wins.

Arthur Dash (195 pounds) 
rounded out the seniors who 
earned a spot on the podium. He 
continues to show progress after 
sitting out with an injury last 

season. He began the tournament 
by pinning Elizabethtown’s Ray 
Perez in just less than 2 minutes. 
Dash scored 12 points in the 
quarterfinal round and earned 
the major decision victory over 
Gordy Hoover of  Hempfield. 

Like teammate Spear, the start 
of  Day 2 was not kind to Dash. 
He suffered back-to-back losses 
to Matt Hamilton of  Conestoga 
and Preston Fox of  Boyertown. In 
the medal round, he secured a 5-4 
decision over Takoda McNeil of  

Governor Mifflin to earn fifth 
place. Dash is 8-5 on the season.

Freshman Isaac Lupp (145 
pounds) was able to lock up a 
win by fall over Colton Stroup 
of  Palmerton before being 
knocked out of  the tourney. 

Others competing included 
freshman Sam Miller (106), 
sophomore Alex Hatt (120), 
senior Evan Smallwood (132), 
sophomore Vinny Corradi 
(160), and senior Case Woodley 
(170).

The Raiders will host Lower 
Dauphin at 7 p.m. Thursday 
and visit Trinity at 7 p.m. Jan. 7. 

WRESTLE: 5 Middletown seniors make podium
From page 10



&PRESS   JOURNAL

The Middletown girls basketball 
team lost two games over the week-
end, along with their top scorer.

The Blue Raiders, now 3-6 on the 
season, lost to Hershey on Friday 
in the Hershey Holiday Tourna-
ment, and during the game Kate 
Fitzpatrick suffered an injury to 
her right knee that required an 
MRI. It is uncertain when she 
will return.

Fitzpatrick was second-team 
all-state last year and is the second-
leading girls scorer in MAHS 
history.

A f t e r  t h e 
59-26 loss to 
Hershey, the 
team lost 47-16 
to Lampeter-
Strasburg in 
the tournament 
on Saturday. 
They played at 
Northern York 
on Monday night and suffered 
another loss.

They play at home vs. West 
Perry on Friday and at Northern 
Lebanon on Jan. 7.

The Blue Raider wrestling team 
competed in the Governor Mifflin 
Holiday Tournament in Shilling-
ton on Friday and Saturday, a 
grueling two-day event with 23 
teams from across Pennsylvania.

It was Middletown’s talented 
senior class led by Quincy Rein-
nagel that made its mark at this 
annual holiday outing, as he put 
on another impressive pinning 
display en route to a second-place 

finish at 220 pounds. 
In his first match, Reinnagel 

pinned Bill Angerer of Neshaminy 
in 1 minute, 55 seconds. In the 
quarterfinal round, Reinnagel 
quickened the pace and put Jer-
emy Mooney of  Palmerton on 
his back for the pin in 1 minute, 
21 seconds. 

Although Reinnagel trailed 
going into the third period of  
his semifinal matchup against 
Caleb Mussmon of  Hempfield, he 
would not be denied a shot at the 
championship. Reinnagel used his 
patented barrel roll to earn the 
fall in just more than 5 minutes 
of  action. 

Reinnagel had to settle for sec-
ond place after meeting up with 
Plymouth Whitemarsh’s Paul 
DiSanto in the championship bout. 
Reinnagel is now 12-3 on the season 
with 54 wins in his career. In those 
54 career wins, only three matches 
have gone the full 6 minutes. Rein-
nagel has amassed an amazing 51 
wins by pin or forfeit.

Senior Luke Fegley (126 pounds) 
began the tournament with a 
58-second pin over Daniel Lu-
cykanish of  Palmerton, but suf-
fered an agonizing upset in the 
quarterfinal round. Fegley was 
leading Chance Babb of  Boyer-
town by 7-4 mark with seconds 
remaining. Struggling to retain 
top position, Fegley found himself  

on his back and pinned with 1 
second left in the match. 

Fegley bounced back though, 
winning four straight matches in 
route to a third-place finish. He 
pinned Nick Wolff of  Pine Grove 
and earned an 11-2 major decision 
in a rematch against Lucykanish. 
Fegley then squeezed out a tight 6-4 
decision over Carter Weaverling of  
State College. In the consolation 
final match, Fegley controlled 
Luke Landman of  Neshaminy for 
a 4-0 decision. Fegley is now 15-1 
on the season with 110 career wins.

Senior Zach Malay earned 
four quality wins on his way to a 
fourth-place finish in a talented 
113 pound bracket. Malay started 
quickly, pinning Halifax’s Dillon 
Galkowski in just 48 seconds. Ma-
lay dropped a tough quarterfinal 
matchup against Matt Martin of  
Upper Perkiomen, but showed his 
talent and perseverance battling 
back through the consolation 
bracket. 

Malay defeated Eric Gross of  
Neshaminy in a close 5-3 contest. 
Malay increased the intensity 
and put Elizabethtown’s Wyatt 
Mummau on his back for the pin 
in 3 minutes, 31 seconds, and then 
went on to defeat a talented Sean 
O’Donnell of  Malvern Prep in a 
5-4 scramble. Malay would have 
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After earning their third win of  
the season, the Middletown boys 
basketball team came up short in 
their quest for a tourney title in 
their own Holiday Tournament 
last weekend. 

The Blue Raiders, now 3-6 on 
the season, topped Lampeter-
Strasburg 59-36 on Friday night 
in the nightcap of  the tourna-
ment’s first round to earn a title 
shot against Elizabethtown on 
Saturday. But the Bears were just 
a bit better 
and grabbed 
the trophy 
with a 55-44 
victory in an 
a f t e r n o o n 
matchup in 
the Middle-
town gym. 

The three 
wins already surpasses last 
year’s win total of  two.

Disappointed with the loss, the 
Blue Raiders will have to regroup 
as they head to western Perry 
County for a division contest 
with the Mustangs on Friday 
night. The pace will pick up speed 
the following week as local teams 
put the Christmas break behind 
them and the league competition 
heats up. They then have a week 
off, until Jan. 10, when they travel 
to Milton Hershey.

Middletown 59,  
Lampeter-Strasburg 36

Following the opening game of  
the Middletown Holiday Tourna-
ment, a game won by Elizabeth-
town on a last-second shot over 
Northern York, the Raiders took 
on 6-2 Lampeter-Strasburg in the 
nightcap Friday evening. 

After getting off  to a slow 
start, the Blue Raiders gradually 
settled in against the Pioneers 
and used a 43-22 scoring advan-
tage in the second half  to win 
going away. 

“They (the Pioneers) started 
off with a 7-0 run and then we had 
a 7-0 run to tie the game early,” 
Middletown coach Chris Brad-
ford said following the victory. 

The Raiders had some trouble 
getting started and Lampeter-
Strasburg took advantage by 
scoring the game’s first 7 points. 
Tajae Broadie made one of  two 
free throws to break the string 
and then joined forces with Jules 
Nester and Omarion Fanus to 
close out the first period with 
their own run to tie the score 
at 7-7. 

After the Pioneers went ahead 
8-7 early in the second, Jarrod 
Pugh drained a three-pointer 
off an assist by Tate Leach and 
Nester hit a short jumper to give 
the Raiders a 12-8 lead. The Raid-
ers would not trail again. 

The Pioneers tied the game 
at 12 with 3:36 left in the second 
stanza, but Brock Welsh and 
Nester went back-to-back to push 
the Raiders back in front to stay. 
Lampeter-Strasburg top gunner 
Seth Beers was limited to just 
two points in the first half, held 
in check by the terrific defensive 
work from Tate Leach, T. J. Dan-
iels and Fanus. 

Up 16-14 to start the second 
half, the Raiders got an early 
score from Broadie off a Leach 
assist and then put together a 7-2 
run on their way to a 25-16 lead 
with 3:22 left in the third. Broadie 
collected 7 of  his 12 points in the 
period and the Raiders outscored 
their guests 16-11 to build their 
lead to 32-25 heading into the 
game’s final quarter. 

In the fourth, Nester recorded 
12 of  his game-high 20 points to 
lead the Middletown offense, 
while the defense controlled the 
game on the Pioneers end of  the 
court. 

With 3:08 left and a 47-34 lead 
to work with, Bradford went to 
his bench. Fanus, Quintin Miles 
and Brandon Burgos each scored 
late as the Blue Raiders closed 
out the victory with a 10-0 run 
to lock up the win. 

Elizabethtown 55, Middletown 44
The momentum earned in the 

win carried over into Saturday 
afternoon’s clash with Eliza-
bethtown in the tournament 
championship game.

The Raiders worked their way 
to a 19-16 halftime lead over 
the Bears. Unfortunately, the 
Middletown squad could not 
maintain the advantage in the 
second half. The senior-dominat-
ed Bears proved to be too good 
after the break as they raced to 
the tourney crown. 

Led by tournament MVP 
Elijah Eberly (20 points) and co-
tourney all-star Ryan Parise (14 
points), Elizabethtown outscored 
the Raiders 39-25 in the second 
half  to win convincingly. For the 
home team, Tony Powell scored 
a team-high 15 points and Nester 
added 10 in the loss. Powell was 
named to the all-tourney team 
for his work on both ends of  the 
court in the two-game set. 

Powell started off the scoring 
in the game off a Leach assist and 
then broke a 2-2 tie three minutes 
later with a putback. 

Two free throws by Nester 
gave the Raiders a 6-2 lead with 
3:39 left. After the Bears scored 7 
straight to gain a 9-6 lead Fanus 
hit a trey to tie it up and Nester 
added a late bucket to give the 
Raiders an 11-9 edge at the end 
of  one. 

Both teams missed a bunch of  
shots in the second stanza, but 
the Raiders earned an 8-7 scoring 
advantage in the frame to take a 
19-16 lead into the halftime break. 

The second half  started off on 
the wrong foot for the home team. 
Stung by three straight turn-
overs to begin the third quarter, 
the Raiders saw their lead slip 
away. Eberly scored 4 points to 
ease the Bears in front 20-19. 

Powell finally connected for 
the Raiders at the 5:48 mark for 
a 21-20 lead, but E-town’s Luke 
Peirson and Alex O’Shea went 
back-to-back to push the Bears 
back on top. Tymir Jackson’s 
follow tied the score at 26 at 
3:45, and Powell again drew the 
Raiders even at 28 at 3:05. But a 
trey by Brody Beach and a goal 
by Eberly at 2:20 put the Bears 
ahead to stay. At the end of  the 
third, the Blue Raiders were still 
in it, down 37-33. 

With just less than six min-
utes left on the clock, Broadie’s 
putback pulled the Raiders to 
within three, 42-39. And Powell’s 
rebound bucket at 5:04 kept the 
point difference at three, 44-41. 
But the Blue Raiders’ hopes of  a 
comeback rally fell to the wayside 
from that point on. 

Taking advantage of  a sudden 
scoring drought by the Raiders, 
the Bears put together a 6-0 run 
on their way to a 50-41 lead with 
1:31 left in the game. Nester’s 
triple off another Leach assist 
made it a 50-44 game at 1:12, but 
that turned out to be the final 
points the home team would 
score. 

The Bears closed out the game 
and locked up the win with a 5-0 
string.  

MAHS boys 
fall in title 
game of their 
tournament

Five Raider seniors place at tourney
PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DEBBIE SPEAR

Middletown Area High School senior Zach Malay, wrestling at 113 pounds, earned four wins on his way to a fourth-place finish at the Governor Mifflin 
Tournament over the weekend, including a victory over Sean O’Donnell of Malvern Prep, above. 

Team gets third win on season 
to improve on last year’s total

Bradford

Please see WRESTLE, page 9

Middletown’s Quincy Reinnagel had to settle for second place after falling to 
Plymouth Whitemarsh’s Paul DiSanto in the championship at 220 pounds.

Fitzpatrick hurt in Hershey loss

Fitzpatrick
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To Save!
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KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE  12/31/19 - 1/6/20

FAMILY
Favorites!

HASS AVOCADO

RED SEEDLESS
GRAPES

199
lb.

4 FOR 
$3 

4 FOR 
$3 

BONELESS SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREAST
OR TENDERS
MUST BUY 5 LBS+ 169

lb.

FRESH LEAN
CHOPPED CHUCK
MUST BUY 10 LBS+MUST BUY 10 LBS+

299
lb.

FRESH BONELESS SKINLESS
CHICKEN THIGHS
MUST BUY 5 LBS+

139
lb.

USDA CHOICE BONELESS
CHUCK ROAST

449
lb.

FRESH CHILEAN
SALMON FILLETS

799
lb.

1 DOZEN
EGGLANDS
BEST EGGS

3 FOR 
$5 

10.5 - 13.3 OZ

KELLOGG’S SPECIAL K, CORN
FLAKES & CRISPIX CEREAL

6 - 12.62 OZ SELECT
LEAN CUISINE &
STOUFFER’S
FROZEN ENTREES

5 FOR 
$10 

12 - 16 OZ ESSENTIAL
EVERYDAY PASTA

89¢
ea. 199

ea.
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