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Public notices in this week’s Press & Journal
• HIGHSPIRE: Real Estate Tax-
arion Rate. A4
• HIGHSPIRE: Budget and Tax 
Rates. A4
• LOWER SWATARA TWP.: Budget 
and Tax Rates. A4
• LOWER SWATARA TWP.: Water 
Quality Bids. A4
• CHARLESTON, SC: Social Ser-

vices vs Shakayla Jackson. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  Mar-
guerite Dowling. A4
• HIGHSPIRE: Civil Service Com-
mission Meeting. A4

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown Borough Council is 
looking to replace the position of  
police chief  with a public safety 
director.

Council voted 5-0 at the end of  its 
Nov. 19 meeting to pursue filling 
this new position, while a push to 
remove Sgt. Dennis Morris from 
the interim police chief  position 

failed without a vote being taken.
The call to remove Morris was 

based on the results of two internal 
investigations and was supported 
by the advice of  the borough solici-
tor, Mayor James H. Curry III said 
during the meeting.

Curry did not make public 
further details regarding the 
investigations into Morris. He 
referred during the meeting to 
council having discussed the situ-

ation involving 
Morris during 
“several” previ-
ous closed-door 
executive ses-
sions.

“I find that 
lack of  action very disheartening 
and disappointing,” Curry said, 
referring to no one on council 
being willing to second council 
member Richard Kluskewicz’s 

motion on Morris so it could be 
brought to a vote.

Curry after the meeting only 
said that he “disagreed with the 
lack of  action.” The Press & Jour-
nal was unable to obtain further 
comment.

Both discussions occurred after 
a closed-door session by council.

It is not clear why the public 
safety director position was pro-
posed. Kluskiewicz — who made 
the motion to create the position 
— would not provide any com-
ment when asked at the end of  

the meeting.
It is also not clear exactly what 

the job would entail. Borough 
Manager Ken Klinepeter told 
the Press & Journal in an email 
Wednesday that the chief  posi-
tion and public safety director 
position are essentially the same, 
so if  council hires a public safety 

director, it wouldn’t make sense 
to have a chief.

The funds are in the 2020 budget 
to pay for one position or the other, 
Klinepeter added.

Morris’s time as chief
Morris has been interim chief  

since Aug. 21, 2018, when Curry 
appointed him to the position the 
same day that borough Police 
Chief  George Mouchette was 
charged in Dauphin County Court 

Council might replace police chief with public safety director

Santa’s house 
tied to sexual 
abuse charges

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

The Santa Claus house that Middletown 
used in recent years to help celebrate the 
season no longer will be used and will be 
sold after its ties to alleged sexual abuse 
in Londonderry Township came to light 
again last week.

By a 3-2 vote, Middletown Borough 
Council on Nov. 19 voted to stop using the 
Santa house, with the support of  Council 
President Angela Lloyd, Dawn Knull and 
Jenny Miller. Richard Kluskiewicz and El-
len Willenbecher voted to continue using 
the house. Councilors Ian Reddinger and 
Robert Reid were absent.

The vote came about after Lloyd told 
council that she recently had been ap-
proached by a family member of  an al-
leged victim of  Keith Alan Hoffa.

The Londonderry Township man in 
March 2018 was charged with a long list 
of  offenses for having allegedly sexually 
molested six victims, with some of  the 
alleged offenses dating back to 1995 and 
others occurring as recently as December 

2016.
Some incidents allegedly occurred on 

his North Geyers Church Road property. 
The 27-page indictment that followed a 
Dauphin County grand jury investigation 
does not specifically identify the Santa 
house — which at that time was a shed 
being used by Hoffa to expand his garage 
— as being where any of  the alleged of-
fenses occurred.

However, it refers to some of the offenses 
having occurred in “a garage-type build-
ing on the property that had a second-floor 
loft area.”

Structure will be sold after council 
president voices concerns brought 
to her by family of alleged victim

Correction
A story on page A1 of the 
Oct. 30 Press & Journal was 
incorrect regarding $100,000 
for borough parks included 
in the proposed Middletown 
2020 general fund budget. 
The $100,000 is to be used 
as matching funds for a 
grant that is to go toward 
upgrading two borough 
parks, Oak Hills and Elner 
Overdeer.

Please see HOUSE, page A6

Sergeant demoted
Sgt. Tyler Zehring of the Middletown 
Police Department has been demoted 
back to patrol officer. SEE PAGE A3.

Please see SAFETY, page A3

Harassment charges against Hoffa
Alleged sexual abuser 
Keith Alan Hoffa made 
2,500 phone calls 
trying to intimidate 
witnesses, new charges 
say, including more than 
2,400 calls to one person. 

SEE PAGE A6. Hoffa

Beginning to look at lot like Christmas ...

Morris

Effort to remove Morris from interim role fails

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Lower Swatara Police Officer 
Timothy Shea says his religion has 
given him strength as he recovers 
from being shot during a domestic 
incident Oct. 14 that led to a police 
standoff with the suspect. 

“My co-workers are awesome. 
Our chief  is extremely supportive. 
I feel like I’m in debt to everyone 
else at this point because of  how 
well I’ve been treated,” Shea said.

Shea made his comments to the 
Press & Journal on Nov. 20, at the 
Lower Swatara Board of  Commis-
sioners meeting. Police Chief  Jeff 
Vargo presented Shea with a Law 
Enforcement Purple Heart, and 

both Shea and Officer Josh Malott 
with the Medal of  Valor, that night.

The two responded Oct. 14 to 
the 100 block of  Bentley Lane, in 
Swatara Shores trailer park off 
Vine Street. The ex-boyfriend of  
the victim allegedly shot Shea 
during the incident.   

Shea said after hearing shots, 
he thought to himself, “Oh, crap.”

It took a few seconds for him to 
realize he was shot. 

“There’s so much going on that 
you’re focused on other things,” 
Shea said.

People often use the word “hero” 
to describe celebrities or politi-
cians, but to Vargo, the real heroes 

Domestic violence survivor?
The Press & Journal is interested 
in talking to survivors of domestic 
violence who would be willing to 
share their story with us for a series 
about domestic violence in the area. 
We will not publicly identify survivors 
by name unless you're OK with us 
doing so. If you're interested, contact 
reporters Laura Hayes (laurahayes@
pressandjournal.com) or Dan Miller 
(danmiller@pressandjournal.com) at 
717-944-4628.

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES

Lower Swatara Police Chief Jeff Vargo presented awards to Officers Josh 
Malott and Timothy Shea at the Nov. 20 Board of Commissioners meeting 
for their response to an incident during which Shea was shot in the leg.

Police officer recalls night he was shot in leg

Please see AWARDS, page A6

Shea and Malott receive awards for actions 
after responding to Lower Swatara incident

Above 
and right, 

Middletown 
Public 
Works 

employee 
Rob 

Waltman 
hangs up 

Christmas 
decorations 

on North 
Union 

Street on 
Nov. 20.

STAFF PHOTOS 
BY LAURA HAYES
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Breakfast
Santa
saturday, 

december 7th

9 am-11 am

lower swatara 
volunteer fire 
department

adults: $8 & kids: $4

1350 fulling mill rd., middletown

info.: LowerSwataraFire.com • (717) 566-3108

 She was born November 25th, 1918 to the late George Washington Myers and Clara 
Ellen (Slesser) Myers in Middletown.  She married Francis L. Oakley, Sr., and has 2 

children, Francis L. Oakley, Jr. (Skip) of  Londonderry Township and 
Darlene A. Schmidt of  Middletown.  Charlene has 9 grandchildren, 

11 great-grandchildren and 1 great-great-granddaughter. It is 
such a Blessing to have our grandmother still with us, a true 

erudite. Thank you Gram for your many sacrifices in this 
earthly life for all of  us at one juncture or another! Please 

join us in wishing Char a Happy and Blessed 101st Birthday!  
Another year to be a member of  the centenarians club!

We love you and wish you many more Blessed days!
We are thankful to the Lord for your health and that we have 

been able to make so many special memories!

	 ~	Your	loving	family

Charlene	R.	Oakley	celebrated	her	
101st	birthday	on	November	25th,	2019		

ingo BlastB
12 CARDS for $30

ingo BlastB
Saturday, November 30th

7 pm ~ Doors open at 4 pm

HUMMELSTOWN FIRE COMPANY
249 E. Main Street, Hummelstown • 717-566-8574

With this coupon
Expires 11/30/19

$1 Off
Bingo

** COUPON **••• COUPON •••

HH $1,000 JACKPOT & LETTER H FOR $500 HH
Reg. Games @ $100 • 4 Special Games @ $150

Speedball Game @ $150
**Special Kitchen Prices for the Night**

LIMITED SEATING @ 250!

No saving seats

NO KIDS UNDER 14
By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown’s short-lived budget 
crisis is over, after borough council 
Monday agreed on a compromise 
2020 spending plan that eliminates 
two full-time positions that were 
proposed for next year.

Council gave final approval by 
a 4-1 vote Nov. 19 to a 2020 general 
fund budget that included adding a 
new full-time police officer; a new 
full-time codes and zoning officer; 
and a new part-time finance clerk.

The compromise council 
reached Monday preserves the 
part-time finance clerk at an 
estimated annual cost of  $7,000, 
but gets rid of  proposed new full-
time police and codes and zoning 
positions. 

That results in a savings of  
$190,168, according to numbers 
Borough Manager Ken Klinepeter 
provided to the Press & Journal.

The new full-time police officer 
was funded in the 2019 budget but 
the position was never filled.

On Nov. 19, Mayor James H. 
Curry III vetoed council’s 5-0 ap-
proval of  a resolution setting the 
borough property tax rate for 2020.

Curry’s veto effectively blocked 
final passage of  the budget. With-
out an approved tax resolution 
in place by Dec. 31, the borough 
would have no funding source as 
of  Jan. 1 because it would have no 
authority to spend property tax 
revenue, according to Solicitor 
Jim Diamond.

Curry supported a budget plan 
that did not add new positions; 
it had been backed by council 
members Richard Kluskiewicz 
and Robert Reid.

However, Kluskiewicz and Reid 
were outvoted when council Oct. 
24 voted 4-2 to advertise a proposed 

2020 budget that included all three 
new positions.

The compromise was brokered 
by Curry, who called on council 
to find a middle ground between 
the majority who wanted all three 
new positions, and the minority of  
Kluskiewicz and Reid who wanted 
no new positions at all.

Kluskiewicz broke the logjam 
by proposing a motion calling for 
adding the new part-time finance 
position, which the borough 
sought to help the two employees 
who provide customer assistance 
on the first floor of  the municipal 
building.

Siding with Kluskiewicz were 
Reid and Councilor Ellen Willen-
becher. Voting no were Council 
President Angela Lloyd, Vice 
President Dawn Knull, and Coun-
cilor Jenny Miller.

Councilor Ian Reddinger was 
absent, resulting in a 3-3 tie that 
Curry broke by voting in favor of  
approving the budget including 
the new part-time finance position 
but not the full-time police and 
codes and zoning positions.

Council then by the same 3-3 
tally voted on the tax resolution, 
with Curry again breaking the 
tie in favor of  the resolution, put-
ting an end to the brief  budget 
stalemate.

During discussions leading up to 
Kluskiewicz’s motion, Knull pro-
posed getting rid of  the full-time 
codes position but keeping the new 
police officer and the finance clerk.

However, Willenbecher pro-
posed that council not move for-
ward with the new full-time police 
position, citing council on Nov. 19 
voting 5-0 to solicit candidates for 
a new public safety director who 
would replace the police chief.

Council should allow the new 
public safety director “to build 

their own (police) department 
and make their own decisions” 
regarding new positions and hir-
ing, Willenbecher said.

Reid during the meeting pro-
posed going with the new part-
time finance position and creating 
a new part-time codes position, 
instead of  the new full-time codes 
position the borough sought.

Klinepeter spoke against re-
ducing the new codes position to 
part-time, saying that a part-timer 
would not provide the experience 
that the borough needs in zoning 
and zoning law.

“We hire part-time (codes) peo-
ple for high grass and trash” but 
what the borough now needs is a 
second full-time codes and zoning 
officer to assist with the more com-
plex issues such as how to address 
chronically blighted properties in 
town, Klinepeter said.

The end result of  Monday’s 
meeting was a 2020 general fund 
budget that Klinepeter said in all 
other respects is identical to the 
one council approved for adver-
tising Oct. 24, except it removes 
the full-time police and codes and 
zoning positions.

The general fund budget is still 
balanced by transferring $1.6 mil-
lion from the electric fund, which 
appeared to be what Curry object 
to most when he announced his 
veto Nov. 19.

Curry in his veto message had 
called council’s continued reliance 
on transferring money from the 
electric fund to balance the gen-
eral fund budget “irresponsible,” 
saying the general fund budget 
should be balanced on its own and 
that electric fund money should 
be used to fund improvements 
within the electric department, 
such as upgrading the Spruce 
Street substation.

3444 Round Top Rd., Elizabethtown

MUSSER’S TREE SERVICE 
FREE ESTIMATES

•Tree & Shrubbery Pruning•Tree & Stump Removal
•Fertilization •Cabling

TREE PRESERVATION SPECIALISTS
Residential • Commercial
State Licensed Applicator

 FULLY INSURED
YEAR ’ROUND

24 Hr. Storm Damage Response

533-4458 • 367-3724 

Daniel L. Musser, 
Certifi ed Arborist

Hershey

MEMBER

NATIONAL ARBORIST 
ASSOCIATION

SERVICE STATION 
944-4407

DON’T 
STRESS

WE CAN FIX IT!

Corner Main & Spruce Sts., Middletown
OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 7 AM-6 PM

ELWOOD’S
SERVICE STATION

Over 50 Years Of Valued Service 
Corner of Main & Catherine Sts.

Middletown • 944-9255
Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6 pm; Sat. 8 am-1 pm; Closed Sun.

Brake and 
Exhaust Checkup

at Elwood’s for your next

Teacher 
won’t be 
charged 
over video 
of punch
By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Charges will not be filed af-
ter an incident at Middletown 
Area Middle School on Nov. 
15 in which a video appears 
to show a teacher punching a 
student, Lower Swatara Police 
Department said in a post on 
Crimewatch. 

“After consultation with the 
Dauphin County District Attor-
ney’s Office, it has been decided 
that no criminal charges or 
juvenile allegations are war-
ranted in this case,” the depart-
ment said in the post. 

A video of  the incident at 
MAMS was posted on social 
media and shared by abc27. The 
video appears to show a teacher 
attempting to intervene in a 
fight and in the process punch-
ing a student. 

In a statement last week, the 
Middletown Area School Dis-
trict said the teacher was placed 
on paid administrative leave. 
The district said two students 
got into a fight during dismissal 
on Nov. 15, and a teacher on bus 
duty “interceded to separate 
the two students in an effort to 
quell the disturbance.”

Principals addressed it with 
the involved students and their 
parents immediately that after-
noon, MASD said. 

On Nov. 18, the district said it 
was informed of  a video of  the 
incident and received reports 
that the teacher may have in-
terceded inappropriately. The 
teacher was placed on leave 
pending a full investigation, 
MASD said. 

The teacher is still on paid 
administrative leave until 
a separate investigation by 
Dauphin County Children and 
Youth Services is completed, 
said MASD Superintendent 
Lori Suski.

She said the law enforcement 
investigation is one of  three 
investigations into the incident, 
the others being CYS and the 
district. The Children and 
Youth Services investigation 
is ongoing and the agency has 
a total of  60 days to complete its 
investigation, she said. 

Suski said MASD’s ability to 
close its investigation was con-
tingent on the outcome of  the 
Children and Youth Services 
investigation.

“Our hope is that the matter 
will be resolved soon for the 
sake of  everyone involved,” 
Suski said.

“All video recordings, wit-
ness interviews and related 
information were carefully re-
viewed,” the police department 
said on Crimewatch. 

Lower Swatara Police Chief  
Jeff Vargo on Nov. 19 said it 
was reported to police at about 
6 p.m. Nov. 15. 

One of  the involved students, 
a 12-year-old Lower Swatara 
boy, sought medical treatment, 
he said. 

A Londonderry Township 
man faces charges after he al-
legedly exposed himself  during 
an incident in a Middletown 
restaurant Nov. 14.

Borough police in arrest 
papers filed with District Judge 
David Judy said that David 
Charles Harvey, 67, of  the 2100 
block of  East Harrisburg Pike, 
unzipped his pants and began 
fondling himself  while sitting 
at the bar at Midtown Pizza at 
about 9:30 p.m.

Harvey then left the bar 
without paying for his $11 drink, 
police said. Other patrons inside 
the restaurant followed him out-
side and would not let him drive 
away because he was intoxicat-
ed, according to police.

On Thursday, Harvey was 
charged with indecent expo-
sure, open lewdness, disorderly 
conduct, public drunkenness 
and harassment. A preliminary 
hearing before Judy is scheduled 
for Dec. 30.

Stabbing alleged on Rose Avenue
State Police have charged two 

people following an incident at 
a residence in the first block of  
Rose Avenue in Londonderry 
Township on Nov. 9.

Police were dispatched to the 
scene at 11:31 p.m. and following 
an investigation determined that 
a fight had occurred during an 
argument between Paula Sophia 
Adams, 30, and Jarrod Allen 
Davis, 23, both of  the first block 
of  Rose Avenue.

According to arrest records 

police filed with District Judge 
David Judy, Adams stabbed 
Davis in the left side of  his 
stomach.

According to arrest records, 
Adams told police that before 
she stabbed Davis that Davis 
had taken her cellphone from 
her and thrown it, and that he 
had punched her in the face and 
grabbed her by her hair.

Adams had injuries to her 
face, arm, and right side, ac-
cording to police. Davis told 
police that Adams’ injuries were 
self-inflicted and that he did not 
strike her, according to arrest 
records.

Adams and Davis were both 
taken to the Milton S. Hershey 
Health Medical Center for 
treatment of  injuries that they 
sustained during the fight, police 
said.

Adams was arraigned before 
Judy on Nov. 19 and charged 
with aggravated assault, ter-
roristic threats, two counts of  
simple assault, and one count of  
recklessly endangering another 
person.

Bail was set at $25,000 unse-
cured. Adams is scheduled for 
a Dec. 9 preliminary hearing 
before Judy.

Davis was arraigned before 
District Judge James A. Lenker 
on Nov. 18 and charged with 
aggravated assault, and simple 
assault-Act 10 Domestic Vio-
lence.

His cash bail was set at $30,000. 
Davis is scheduled for a Dec. 
9 preliminary hearing before 

Judy.

Man charged after crash on 283
State Police charged a Lower 

Swatara Township man with 
DUI and related offenses after 
he crashed his car on Route 283 
eastbound at mile marker 9.4 
in Conewago Township shortly 
before 2 a.m. Nov. 19.

The driver of  the 2009 red Ford 
Focus, Kevin Bradley Laud-
ermilch-Burke, 25, of  the 2000 
block of  Market Street Ext., told 
police that he was going about 
90 mph when he crashed, police 
said in arrest records filed with 
District Judge David Judy.

Laudermilch-Burke showed 
signs at the scene of  being 
impaired from alcohol, police 
said. He was incapable of  safely 
operating a motor vehicle, based 
on field sobriety tests given by 
police, police said.

Laudermilch-Burke refused a 
blood test, according to police. 
He also kicked a State Police 
officer in the right leg while be-
ing transported to the booking 
center, police said.

Laudermilch-Burke was ar-
raigned before Judy on Nov. 19 
and charged with DUI, DUI of  a 
controlled substance, resisting 
arrest, disorderly conduct, driv-
ing without a license, disregard-
ing a single lane of  traffic, speed-
ing, careless driving, and failure 
to use a seat belt.

Cash bail was set at $15,000, 
and Laudermilch-Burke is 
scheduled for a Dec. 9 prelimi-
nary hearing.

Compromise cuts police 
officer, codes position 
from borough’s budget

POLICE AND COURTS ROUNDUP

Man charged after allegedly exposing 
himself in restaurant; stabbing reported

A Harrisburg man is facing five 
felony charges of  theft by unlawful 
taking after he allegedly stole five 
cars from Enterprise Rent-A-Car.

Harrisburg International Air-
port Police responded to the 
Enterprise office at 1:25 p.m. Nov. 
14. According to the affidavit 
filed with District Judge Michael 
J. Smith, staff told officers that 

a 2019 Dodge Charger had been 
stolen and involved in a crash in 
Harrisburg.

Police reportedly suspected an 
employee, Reshon Carl Ross, 19. 
According to the affidavit, his work 
badge and vest and a prom picture 
were in the car. 

Ross also reportedly admitted 
to giving car keys to his acquain-

tances for four other cars that were 
later discovered to be missing. The 
cars included two 2019 black Audis, 
a 2019 Cadillac and a 2019 Dodge 
Charger, the affidavit said. 

He was arraigned before District 
Judge George A. Zozos, and bail 
was set at $5,000. Court records 
indicate that it was posted. His 
preliminary hearing is Nov. 27. 

Enterprise Rent-A-Car employee faces felonies 
after letting acquaintances use Audis, Cadillac

The state is warning dog 
owners to avoid a website that 
is selling fake dog licenses.

The website www.padogli-
cense.online is selling the fake 
dog licenses, the Pennsylvania 
Department of  Agriculture 
says in a press release.

If  you need a new dog license 
or need to renew an existing 
license, go to www.licenseyour-
dogpa.pa.gov, the department 
says. 

You can also contact the 
Dauphin County treasurer’s 
office by going through www.
dauphincounty.org, or call the 
treasurer’s office at 717-780-
6550. 

New and renewed dog li-
censes are issued through the 
county treasurer’s office.

State warns 
of website 
selling fake 
dog licenses
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Jerry Rickrode
MOUNTAINTOP

Jerry N. Rickrode, 79, of  Moun-
taintop, passed away at his home 
on Sunday, November 17, 2019. 

Born in Dillsburg, Pa., he was 
the son of  the late Helen and Nel-
son Rickrode.  

Jerry was a star athlete in foot-
ball and track and field at Mechan-
icsburg High School. He graduated 
in 1958, and enlisted in the United 
States Marine Corps, where he was 
trained as a paratrooper. 

Following his Marine Corps ser-
vice Jerry worked as a sales rep-
resentative for Pepsi Cola, Letty 
Lane Candy, and most recently, 
Stroehman Bakeries. He retired 
from sales in 1995, and began a 
retirement career in maintenance 
and grounds keeping at Dauphin 
Highlands Golf  Course for the 
next 19 years.

Best known to his friends and 
family as “Rick”, he was an avid 
fisherman for many years and 
took up golf  later in life, becom-

ing a single digit handicap golfer. 
Rick loved to play golf, and could 
be found on any given day golf-
ing with his friends after work at 
Dauphin Highlands.

Rick’s pride and joy was his son 
Jerry, who was the longtime Head 
Men’s Basketball Coach at Wilkes 
University. 

He and his wife, Theresa, never 
missed a Wilkes Men’s Basketball 
game, home or away. They would 
drive from Harrisburg to Wilkes-
Barre or wherever the team played 
two or sometimes three days a 
week to support their son and 
his team.

Rick was also extremely proud 
of  his two grandchildren, Jordyn, 
a PharmD student at Wilkes Uni-
versity, and Christian, a Finance 
and Philosophy double major at 
the University of  Scranton.  Rick 
also enjoyed his daily visits from 
his grand-dog Dunkin.

Rick was preceded in death by 
his parents, Helen and Nelson 
Rickrode. Rick is survived by his 
wife of  57 years, Theresa, his son 
Jerry and his wife Kathleen, and 
his two grandchildren, Jordyn and 
Christian. 

Rick will be laid to rest at Blue 
Ridge Memorial Gardens fol-
lowing a private family service.  
Funeral arrangements have been 
entrusted to Matinchek Funeral 
Home, 260 E. Main St., Middle-
town. 
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2161 North Union Street, Middletown 
717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service
3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown
717-367-3724

INSURANCE
State Farm Insurance
Steve Lane
735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

PRINTING
Press And Journal Publications
Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery
For More Information 
717-944-4628

RESIDENTIAL 
COMMUNITY
Woodland Hills
103 Sage Boulevard, Middletown
717-629-6177

SALON
Sharp Cuts
124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000

Support Your 
Local Businesses

John Berkheimer

John S. (Mouse) Berkheimer, 
passed away on Monday, Novem-
ber 18, 2019, at UPMC Pinnacle 
West Shore Hospital. 

He was born on January 29, 
1954 and lived most of  his life in 
Middletown, Pa. John was the son 
of  the late Donald D. and Mildred 
F. (Brinser) Berkheimer and was 
preceded in death by his wife Pau-
line (Gutshall) Berkheimer. 

He is survived by three siblings: 
Sylvia (Berkheimer) Devoe and 
husband, Thomas of  Middletown; 
Roger Berkheimer and wife, 
Susan of  Coatesville and Donna 
(Berkheimer) Gutierrez and 
husband, Julian of  Middletown. 
John is also survived by numerous 
nieces and nephews. 

He loved landscaping, garden-
ing, dogs, and the Lord! Despite 
his vices, John was a very social 
and witty individual. Everyone 
who interacted with him always 
walked away with a smile. 

A private family life celebration 
will take place at a later date. 

Memorial contributions may 
be made in honor of  John to: Do 
Over Ministries, Inc., 2400 North 
6th Street, Harrisburg, PA 17110; 
717 805-0711, or at their website 
dooverministriesinc.com.

Hi Dad,
Happy Birthday & Happy 

� anksgiving!! 

I am doing well in college; but 
I still am unsure what I want 
to major in. I still am working 

part-time at the Dr.’s o�  ce.
I Love & Miss You, 

Brianna

Mike,
Another year of loving & missing you 
has gone by. Our memories of happy 

times give us great comfort.

Your favorite Red Velvet Cake is 
on the menu.

You are always in our hearts.

We All Love & Miss You,
Barb, Brianna, Mom, Dad, Wally, 

Randy, Nannette, Keshia, Ali, 
Monica, Isabella & Katie 

God Be With You Till We Meet Again

In Loving Memory of
Michael David Hostetter

November 27, 1972-
June 14, 2002

Ann Teresa Carey
MIDDLETOWN 

Ann Teresa Carey, 85, of  Middle-
town, entered into eternal rest on 
Saturday, November 23, 2019 at the 
Community General Osteopathic 
Hospital, Harrisburg. 

She was born on January 8, 
1934 in Pottsville, Pa. and was the 
daughter of  the late Frank and 
Catherine (Brennan) Leonard. 

She was a member of  Seven Sor-
rows of  the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Catholic Church, Middletown, 
where she was on the Funeral Lun-
cheon Committee and the Church 
Cleaning Crew. She also enjoyed 
the Harrisburg Symphony Or-
chestra, but her greatest joy was 
spending time with family and 
the love she received from them, 
especially her grandchildren.

In addition to her parents, she 
was preceded in death by her 
loving husband, Ambrose Carey, 
her son, Michael A. Carey and a 
granddaughter, Erica Horst-Flaig. 

She is survived by her two 
daughters, Mary Catherine Pani 
of  Middletown and Ann M. Horst 
and her husband Stephen of  
Middletown; four grandchildren, 
John Pani, Alyssa Sypolt and her 
husband Justin, Daniel Horst 
and Benjamin Horst and his wife 
Camila; four great-grandchildren 
Morgan Flaig, Michaela Flaig, 
Warren Sypolt, and Ella Horst. 

Mass of  Christian Burial will be 
held on Friday, November 29, 2019 
at 12:00 noon at Seven Sorrows of  
the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic 
Church, Middletown, with the Rev. 
Ted Keating as celebrant. Viewing 
will be from 10:30 a.m. until the 
time of  the mass at Seven Sorrows. 

Burial will be at Middletown 
Cemetery.

Memorial contributions may 
be made to Seven Sorrows of  the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Church, 280 
N. Race St., Middletown, PA 17057. 

Condolences may be sent online 
at www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com. 

GUIDELINES 
& FEES
OBITUARIES

Obituaries: 
Notify your funeral director that 
you would like your love one’s 
obituary to appear in the Press 
& Journal.
Fee: 31¢ per word. $5 for photo 
billed through funeral home. 

with aggravated indecent as-
sault without consent, criminal 
attempt-rape forcible compul-
sion, and unlawful restraint/
serious bodily injury.

Morris, reached by phone by 
the Press & Journal, declined 
comment when asked about the 
failed motion to remove him.

Speculation that Morris was 
not happy being interim chief  
was fueled by Curry in August, 
when the mayor claimed Morris 
had asked to be removed from 
the position “countless times.”

However, the police union — 
the Middletown Borough Police 
Officers Association — said in 
an Aug. 6 post on its Facebook 
page that Morris had sent a letter 
to Curry and to council, saying 
he would “gladly continue” in 
the interim chief  role until a 
full-time chief  could be found, 
according to the association post.

At the time, Curry was in 
discussions with Steelton Police 
Chief  Anthony Minium about 
Minium serving as acting in-
terim chief  in Middletown on a 
trial basis for 120 days.

Minium chose to withdraw as 
a candidate after consulting with 
Steelton Mayor Maria Marcinko.

Job description
Council’s vote to solicit candi-

dates is conditioned on the bor-
ough receiving from its solicitor 
a job description for the position.

That has not been created, nor 
does the borough have an em-
ployment agreement that would 
be needed in order to hire a public 
safety director, Klinepeter told 
the Press & Journal in an email.

Lloyd after the meeting told 
the Press & Journal that, in light 
of  the borough not being able to 
hire a permanent chief  due to un-
certainty over what will happen 
with Mouchette, “this would be a 
different path to take the depart-
ment by hiring a public safety 
administrator. However at this 
time we are not even sure what 
that’s going to entail because we 
are waiting to get the job descrip-
tion from the solicitor.”

Asked why council would 
not choose to wait until after 
Mouchette’s case is resolved, 
Lloyd said: “I think that from the 
motions that were made some 
feel it’s the best path to take. I 
don’t have a problem with that.”

Resolution of Mouchette
Mouchette is still a borough 

employee and still, officially, the 
permanent Middletown police 
chief, although he has been in 
a suspended without pay status 
since the charges were filed 
against him.

Mouchette was charged follow-

ing an investigation by the Dau-
phin County District Attorney’s 
office into an incident that alleg-
edly occurred in Mouchette’s 
office while the chief  was in 
uniform in the borough police 
station at 300 E. Emaus St. on 
Aug. 13, 2018.

According to arrest papers 
filed by investigators with the 
DA’s Criminal Investigation 
Unit, Mouchette tried to rape a 
woman who had come to his of-
fice on Aug. 13 to meet with him 
for professional reasons.

The charges against Mouchette 
are pending. 

His trial is scheduled for Feb. 
10 in county court before Judge 
William T. Tully.

Lower Swatara position
While it remains to be seen 

what Middletown will look for in 
a public safety director, it is likely 
that the position will be similar 
to the public safety director posi-
tion that had been held in Lower 
Swatara Township previously by 
Frank Williamson.

Williamson was public safety 
director in Lower Swatara from 
August 2016 until he resigned in 
May 2017 to become township 
manager. He served as manager 
for less than three months before 
resigning that position.

At the time, the public safe-
ty director position in Lower 
Swatara was a civilian manage-
rial position responsible for the 
administrative and operational 
functions for the police depart-
ment, liaison to the volunteer 
fire department and contracted 
EMS as well as the coordinator 
of  all emergency preparedness 
functions for the township.

The township when it was 
looking to replace William-
son established as minimum 
requirements that candidates 
have strong law enforcement 
experience including previous 
certification as a police officer, 
and working knowledge of  EMS, 
fire and emergency operations.

Williamson before becoming 
public safety director worked 
for 35 years in Lower Allen 
Township, including the last 16 
as Lower Allen’s public safety 
director and police chief.

Williamson was paid $90,000 
when hired by Lower Swatara in 
2016 to serve as both public safety 
director and assistant township 
manager.

Mouchette’s salary was set at 
$96,000 when the Middletown 
council voted to make him the 
borough’s permanent police 
chief  in August 2017. The bor-
ough has not been paying him 
that salary since he was placed 
in the suspended-without-pay 
status after being charged in 
August 2018.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown Borough Council 
voted Nov. 19 to demote Police 
Sgt. Tyler Zehring to patrol of-
ficer.

It was a 3-1 vote, with Jenny 
Miller abstaining. Council Presi-
dent Angela Lloyd voted no.

The vote came after a closed-
door executive session.

Details behind the demotion 
have not been released publicly. 
Zehring did not respond to a 
request for comment left by the 
Press & Journal. However, a com-
ment on his behalf  was emailed 
to the Press & Journal Nov. 20 
by Craig McGowan with the Na-
tional Fraternal Order of  Police.

“We have no comment on the 
council's action at this time,” Mc-
Gowan said. “Sgt. Zehring who 
has had excellent evaluations 
as a sergeant has not received 
anything official at this time as 
to what actions are being taken 
and why. The chief  of  police 
has yet to receive anything as to 
these actions and why. So until 
we see what the justifications 
are for these actions, it would be 
premature to comment.”

Council member Richard 
Kluskiewicz — who made the mo-
tion to demote Zehring  — would 
not provide any comment.

Interim Police Chief  Dennis 

Mor ris  de-
clined com-
ment when 
contacted by 
the Press & 
Journal.

Z e h r i n g 
was promot-
ed to sergeant 
by council in 
January. He had been with the 
Middletown force since July 2015, 
when he was hired as a part-time 
officer. He was made a full-time 
officer in July 2016.

In July 2016 Zehring was cred-
ited with making more arrests — 
99 — than any other officer on the 
force, despite having spent most 
of  that year on a part-time basis.

He was promoted to sergeant 
at the time over other full-time 
officers with the department 
who had more experience and 
who had also applied for the ser-
geant’s position. His pay jumped 
from $67,995 as a patrol officer at 
the time to $85,862 a year.

Explaining her reason for ab-
staining on the vote to demote 
Zehring, Miller said she had ab-
stained from the vote to promote 
Zehring to sergeant.

Miller’s son is a full-time pa-
trol officer with the Middletown 
department who would be super-
vised by Zehring as a sergeant, 
Miller said at the time of  the vote 
to promote Zehring.

Zehring

Sgt. Zehring 
demoted back 
to patrol officer

SAFETY: Mouchette case open
From page A1

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF ZONING HEARING- 

DOCKET SE/V2019-02

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Lower 
Swatara Township Zoning Hearing Board will hold 
a Public Hearing at the request of the applicant, 
DHK Harrisburg, LLC., for a Special Exception to 
§27-1005.7 to exceed maximum building height of 
40 feet and a Variance from the provisions of the 
Lower Swatara Township Code of Ordinances §27-
2402.15 to reduce the number of required parking 
spaces and size of the parking area. The property 
is located north of Rosedale Avenue, west of the 
Airport Connector, Middletown, PA 17057. A Hear-
ing will be held Wednesday, December 11, 2019 at 
7:00PM at the Lower Swatara Township Municipal 
Building, 1499 Spring Garden Drive, Middletown, 
Pennsylvania. 

All interested parties are invited to attend.

Randall Breon
Chairman

#251 1127-2T

www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF ZONING HEARING- 

DOCKET SEN2019-04

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Lower 
Swatara Township Zoning Hearing Board will hold 
a Public Hearing at the request ofthe applicants, 
James and Diane Rowell, 135 Cockley Road, 
Harrisburg, PA 17111 for a Special Exception to 
§27-403.2 to allow an accessory apartment dwelling 
in the Residential-Agricultural Zone and Variances 
from the provisions of the Lower Swatara Town-
ship Code of Ordinances §27 -2002.15 to allow 
the construction of an accessory apartment and 
§27-2002.15.F to allow the dwelling to be more 
than 30% of the total floor area and greater than 
400 square feet. A Hearing will be held Wednesday, 
December 11,2019 at 7:00PM at the Lower Swatara 
Township Municipal Building, 1499 Spring Garden 
Drive, Middletown, Pennsylvania. 

All interested parties are invited to attend.

Randall Breon
Chairman

#252 1127-2T

www.publicnoticepa.com
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EASY TO PLACE YOUR AD: online: pressandjournal.com/classifieds    call: 717-944-4628   visit: 20 S. Union St., Middletown

PRINT&WEB 
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PUBLIC NOTICES

 EMPLOYMENT

 MISCELLANEOUS  MISCELLANEOUS

 FREE EXCHANGE
 FOR OUR SUBSCRIBERS

For sale: Buckshot Equalizer/
Leveling – 24 Climbing Tree 
Stand, $250. Call 717-579-
4590.

 MISCELLANEOUS
Dental Insurance: Call 

Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company for details. NOT 
just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. 
855-890-4914 or http://www.
dental50plus.com/Penn Ad# 
6118

A PLACE FOR MOM: The 
nation’s Largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! Our 
service is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-855-400-1032

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off and 0% financing for 
those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
569-3087

PUBLIC NOTICE
STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON

IN THE FAMILY COURT FOR THE 
NINTH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

DOCKET NO. 2018-DR-10-3463
SOUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT 
OF SOCIAL SERVICES VERSUS

Shakayla Jackson
NOTICE

TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES:
You are hereby summoned and 

required to answer the Complaint in 
this action filed with the Clerk of Court 
for Charleston County on October 15, 
2018. Upon proof of interest, a copy of 
the Complaint will be delivered to you 
upon request from the Clerk of Court 
in Charleston, and you must serve a 
copy of your Answer to the Complaint 
on the Plaintiff, the Charleston County 
Department of Social Services, at the 
office of their Attorney, Dawn M. Berry in 
the Legal Department of the Charleston 
County Department of Social Services, 
3366 Rivers Ave., N. Charleston, South 
Carolina 29405-5714, within thirty 
days of this publication.  If you fail to 
answer within the time set forth above, 
the Plaintiff will proceed to seek relief 
from the Court.

#226 1113-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

ORDINANCE NO. 
 AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
 OF LOWER SWATARA TOWNSHIP, DAUPHIN COUNTY,
 PENNSYLVANIA, APPROPRIATING SPECIFIC SUMS
 ESTIMATED TO BE REQUIRED FOR THE SPECIFIC
 PURPOSES OF THE MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT,
 HEREINAFTER SET FORTH, DURING FISCAL YEAR 2020.

BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED, and it is hereby ordained and enacted by 
the Board of Commissioners of Lower Swatara Township, County of Dauphin, 
Pennsylvania:

SECTION 1. That for the expenses for the fiscal year 2020 the following 
amounts are hereby appropriated from the revenue available for the current 
year for the specific purposes set forth below, which amounts are more fully 
itemized in the Budget Form:

GENERAL FUND
SUMMARY OF ESTIMATED RECEIPTS

300 Taxes $4,649,018
320  Licenses & Permits 372,875
330.  Fines & Forfeits 58,000
340. Interest & Rents 42,000
350.  Intergovernmental Revenues & Grants 556,872
360.  Charges for Service  471,743
380.  Miscellaneous Revenues  386,240
390.  Other Financing Sources  872,556
TOTAL ESTIMATED OPERATING RECEIPTS 
AVAILABLE FOR APPROPRIATION $7,409,304 

SUMMARY OF APPROPRIATIONS
 OPERATION &  CAPITAL
 MAINTENANCE  OUTLAY  TOTAL
400.  General Government  $829,075 $250,000 $1,079,075
410.   Public Safety (Protection  3,519,720  63,000  3,582,720
 to persons & property)
420.  Health & Welfare  24,000  -0-  24,000
430.  Public Works  1,252,290  207,275  1,459,565
446.  NPDES MS4  427,708  -0-  427,708
450  Culture – Recreation  209,025  -0-  209,025
470-80  Miscellaneous  947,538  -0-  947,538
 TOTAL APPROPRIATIONS  $7,209,356  $520,275 $7,729,631
 FROM GENERAL FUND
 (ALL OPERATIONS)

The Ordinance further provides a listing of Estimated Receipts and Appropriations 
for specialized areas as follows:

STREET LIGHT FUND
 Estimated Beginning Cash 202,981
 Total Receipts 72,700
 Total Expenditures 69,025
 Estimated Cash, Ending 206,656

HYDRANT FUND
 Estimated Beginning Cash 253,913
 Total Receipts 59,250
 Total Expenditures 73,775 
 Estimated Cash, Ending 239,388

CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS FUND
 Estimated Beginning Cash 2,283,274
 Total Receipts 542,403
 Total Expenditures 588,981
 Estimated Cash, Ending 2,236,696

CAPITAL RESERVE FUND
Estimated Beginning Cash 978,625
Total Receipts 0
 Total Expenditures 0
 Estimated Cash, Ending 978,625

HIGHWAY AID FUND
Estimated Beginning Cash 949,071
Total Receipts 302,839
Total Expenditures 550,000
Estimated Cash Ending 701,910

RECREATION DEVELOPMENT FUND
 Estimated Beginning Cash 411,695
 Total Receipts 403,500
 Total Expenditures 0
 Estimated Cash, Ending 815,195

POST RETIREMENT HEALTH CARE FUND
 Estimated Beginning Cash 72,033
 Total Receipts 48,700
 Total Expenditures 25,089
 Estimated Cash, Ending 95,644

SECTION 2. An estimate of the specific items comprising the amounts 
appropriated to the respective departments is on file in the Municipal Building 
of the Township of Lower Swatara, 1499 Spring Garden Drive, Middletown, 
Pennsylvania.

SECTION 3. That any ordinance, or part of any ordinance, conflicting with 
this Ordinance is and the same is hereby repealed insofar as the same affects 
this Ordinance.

ENACTED this 18th day of December 2019.
   LOWER SWATARA TOWNSHIP
   BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
  By:   _________________________________
   President
ATTEST:
________________________
 Secretary

ORDINANCE NO. 
 AN ORDINANCE OF LOWER SWATARA TOWNSHIP,
 DAUPHIN COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, FIXING
 APPLICABLE TAX RATES FOR THE YEAR 2020.

IT IS HEREBY ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Board of Commissioners of 
Lower Swatara Township, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania as follows: 

SECTION 1.  That a tax be and the same is hereby levied on all property and 
occupations within Lower Swatara Township subject to taxation for Township 
purposes for the fiscal year 2020 as follows: 

The tax rate for General Township purposes, the rate of 3.25 mills on each 
dollar of assessed valuation, or the sum of .325 cents on each one hundred 
dollars ($100) of assessed valuation.

The tax rate for Capital Improvement purposes, the rate of .54 mills on each 
dollar of assessed valuation, or the sum of .054 cents on each one hundred 
dollar ($100) of assessed valuation.

The tax rate for Fire Protection purposes, the rate of .49 mills on each dollar 
of assessed valuation, or the sum of .049 cents on each one hundred dollars 
($100) of assessed valuation.

The tax rate for Fire Hydrant purposes, the rate of .096 mills on each dollar 
of assessed valuation, or the sum of .0096 cents on each one hundred ($100) 
dollars of assessed valuation.

 
The sum being summarized in tabular form as follows: 
 
 Mills on Each Dollar Cents on Each One Hundred
 Of Assessed Valuation Dollars of Assessed Valuation

Tax Rate for General
Township purposes 3.25 $  .325

Tax Rate for Capital 
Improvements .54 $  .054

Tax Rate for Fire Protection 
Purposes .49 $  .049

Tax Rate for Fire Hydrant
Purposes   .096 $.0096

TOTAL 4.376 $.4376

SECTION 2.  The assessment rate for Street Light purposes shall be one dollar 
and seventy-five cents ($1.75) per lineal front footage. 

SECTION 3.  That any ordinance, or part of any ordinance, conflicting with 
this Ordinance be and the same is hereby repealed insofar as the same affects 
this Ordinance.

  ENACTED this 18th day of December 2019.
   LOWER SWATARA TOWNSHIP
   BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
  BY:  _______________________________
   President 
ATTEST: 
_____________________
Secretary 

Copies of the proposed ordinance and budget are available for copying at 
the Township building during regular business hours for a fee not greater than 
the cost thereof.

M. Elizabeth McBride
Manager
Lower Swatara Township 

#245 1127-1T
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given that the Board of Commissioners of the Township of Lower Swatara, Dauphin County, intends to consider at its regular meeting to be 
held on Wednesday, December 18, 2019, beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Township building located at 1499 Spring Garden Drive, Middletown, PA 17057, the two 
following ordinances:

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF HIGHSPIRE

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED 2020 BUDGETS AND TAX RATES
AS OF 11/19/19.

GENERAL GOVERNMENT BUDGET
Beginning Balance:   $150,000
Revenues:
Real Estate Taxes   $1,408,656
Local Enabling Taxes   $   357,000
Ash/Garbage Fees   $   316,362
Licenses and Permits   $     47,200
Fines and Forfeits   $     25,750
State Shared Revenue   $   123,362
Other Revenues and Reimbursements   $       3,100
 Total Revenues:   $2,480,780
 Total Available for Appropriation:   $2,307,931
Expenditures:
Administration   $206,403
Tax Collection   $    9,352
Municipal Building   $ 67,157
Police Protection   $918,015
Emergency Services   $  98,999
 Fire Protection  $83,684
 Ambulance  $11,515
 Emergency Management  $  3,200
 Fire Police  $     600
Code Enforcement  $ 15,700
Highways   $281,547
Sanitation   $312,362
Recreation   $  46,400
Other Services   $ 39,335
Miscellaneous Expenditures   $332,430
 Capital Reserve  $ 35,000
 Fire Relief Distribution  $  10,680
 Pension Distribution  $308,250
Debt Service  $ 99,400
 Total Expenditures:   $2,480,780
 Balance as of December 31, 2019              $150,000

SEWER DEPARTMENT BUDGET
Sewer Administration Fund
Beginning Fund Balance   $   200,000
Revenues:
Sewer Rentals   $1,169,764
Other Revenues   $       3,000
 Total Available for Appropriation:   $1,172,764
Expenditures:
Administration   $  193,247
Collection System Maintenance   $    35,000
Treatment Plant Operations and Maintenance                             $  504,152
Capital Reserve   $    50,000
Authority Lease Payments                 $  394,078
 Administration  $  37,428
 Debt Service  $356,650
 Total Expenditures:   $1,176,477
 Balance as of December 31, 2019:   $   200,755
Sewer Operations and Maintenance Fund
Beginning Fund Balance:   $           0
Revenues:
Highspire Sewer Rentals   $  504,152
Lower Swatara Sewer Rentals   $  896,271
Other Revenues   $         150
 Total Available for Appropriation:   $1,400,573
Expenditures:
Personnel and Benefits   $   719,952
Operations and Maintenance   $   691,385
 Total Expenditures:   $1,411,337
 Balance as of December 31, 2019:   $           0

STORM WATER MANAGEMENT DRAINAGE & 
FLOOD CONTROL(MS-4) BUDGET
Beginning Fund Balance:   $   75,000
Revenues / Interest   $          30
Storm Water Fees   $ 173,676
Expenditures:
Personnel and Benefits   $   49,271
Operations and Maintenance   $ 117,000
Capital Reserve                                                                            $   80,000
Authority Payment   $     5,000
 Total Expenditures:   $ 171,271
 Balance as of December 31, 2019:   $   75,000

HIGHWAY AID FUND BUDGET
Beginning Fund Balance:   $ 60,000
Revenues:   $ 75,987
 Total Available for Appropriation   $136,037
Expenditures:   $ 60,500
 Balance as of December 31, 2019:   $ 75,537

TAX RATE    
2020 Real Estate Tax Rate (.50 increase from, 2019)  19.00 mills
The Borough intends to adopt Ordinance No. 622 of 2019 reflecting this Rate.

ASH AND GARBAGE FEES
2020 Ash and Garbage Fee  $299 per annum per dwelling unit

SEWER RENTALS
2020 Sewer Rentals        Residential - $65.00 per month, per unit
                                 Non-Residential - $90.85 per month, per unit
 Plus $5.31 per thousand gallons over one equivalent domestic unit (EDU)

The Proposed Budgets and Tax Rate Ordinance are available for public inspection 
at the Highspire Borough Municipal Building, 640 Eshelman Street, Highspire, PA 
17034. From 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.. Monday through Friday.  The final budgets 
and tax rate will be adopted at the regular meeting of the Highspire Borough 
Council on December 17, 2019 at 7:00 p.m. at the Highspire Borough Municipal 
Building.  All interested residents are encouraged to attend.

A. Kay Sutch  Mark L. Stonbraker
Borough Council President  Borough Manager/Secretary

#246 1127-1T
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PUBLIC NOTICE
ORDINANCE NO. 622 of 2019

AN ORDINANCE OF THE 
BOROUGH OF HIGHSPIRE, 

DAUPHIN COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA, ESTABLISHING  
THE GENERAL TAXATION RATE 
ON REAL PROPERTY FOR THE 

YEAR 2020.

BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED, 
by the Borough Council of the Borough 
of  Highspire, Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania, and it is hereby ordained 
and enacted by the authority of the 
same as follows:

Section One
That a tax be and the same is hereby 

levied on all real property within the  
Borough of Highspire, Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania, subject to taxation for 
the year 2020 as follows:

Tax rate for general purposes, the 
sum of 19.00 mills on each dollar of 
assessed valuation.

Section Two
Any ordinance or part thereof in 

conflict herewith is hereby repealed.

ORDAINED AND ENACTED, this 
17th Day of December, 2019.

 BOROUGH COUNCIL
 BOROUGH OF HIGHSPIRE
 A. Kay Sutch

ATTEST: Council President

Mark L. Stonbraker
Borough Secretary

APPROVED this 17th Day of 
December, 2020, by the Mayor of the 
Borough of Highspire, Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania.

 Brenda K. Hoerner
 Mayor

The Proposed Ordinance will be 
considered for adoption at the regular 
meeting of the Highspire Borough 
Council on December 17, 2019 at 
7:00 p.m. at the Highspire Borough 
Municipal Building.  All interested 
residents are encouraged to attend. 
   
#247 1127-1T
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PUBLIC NOTICE
The Highspire Borough Civil Service 

Commission Reorganization Meeting 
has been scheduled for Monday, 
January 6, 2020 at 6:00 pm.

 M. L. Stonbraker
 Borough Manager

#248 1127 1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
LOWER SWATARA TOWNSHIP

MIDDLETOWN, PENNSYLVANIA
2019 LST MEII WATER QUALITY IMPROVEMENTS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Sealed Bids for the construction of the 2019 LST MEII Water Quality 

Improvements will be accepted online by Lower Swatara Township, until 10:00 
AM, prevailing time on Monday January 6, 2020, at which time the Bids received 
will be publicly opened and read at the office of Herbert, Rowland & Grubic, Inc., 
369 East Park Drive, Harrisburg, PA 17111.  

The Project consists of removal of debris, regrading the existing detention basin 
to establish a sediment forebay, installation of a new outlet structure, installation of 
amended soils and performing plantings for existing detention basin in Greenfield 
Park to retrofit it as part of the Township’s Chesapeake Bay Pollutant Reduction 
Plan.  Also included is the planting of a riparian forest buffer on the site.

Sealed bids shall be accepted online through the PennBID Program.  Bidding 
Documents and solicitation details may be viewed and available at no cost 
online by registering at [www.PennBID.net].  Following registration, complete 
sets of Bidding Documents may be downloaded as portable document format 
(PDF) files. The date that the Bidding Documents are transmitted by the Issuing 
Office will be considered the Bidder’s date of receipt of the Bidding Documents. 

Bid security in the form a Certified Check or Bid Bond shall be furnished with 
the bid in an amount not less than 10%.

All questions about the meaning or intent of the Bidding Documents are to 
submitted via the PennBID Program in accordance with the Instructions to 
Bidders.  Telephone inquiries are unacceptable. 

All bids shall be irrevocable for 60 days after the bid opening date as provided 
by the Act of November 26, 1978 (P.L. 1309, No. 317), as amended by the Act 
of December 12, 1994 (P.L. 1042, No. 142). 

Bidders must comply with all State antibid-rigging regulations pertaining to 
Work associated with this Project, and will be required to submit an executed 
non-collusion affidavit with the bid.

The estimated cost for each Contract is greater than Twenty-five Thousand 
Dollars ($25,000) and the Pennsylvania Prevailing Wage Act shall apply. 

Bidders should refer to provisions of federal and state statutes, rules and 
regulations dealing with the prevention of environmental pollution and preservation 
of public natural resources that affect the Project, said provisions being pursuant 
to Act No. 247 of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
approved October 26, 1972.

This Project falls under The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania enacted Act 127 
of 2012, known as the Public Works Employment Verification Act (‘the Act’) 
which requires all public work contractors and subcontractors to utilize the 
Federal Government’s E-Verify system to ensure that all employees performing 
work on public work projects are authorized to work in the United States. All 
Bidders are required to submit a Public Works Employment Verification Form 
as a precondition for the Contract Award.  

All bidders are hereby notified that in regard to any Contract pursuant to this 
advertisement, businesses will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in 
response to this notice and will not be subjected to discrimination on the basis 
of gender, race, color, creed, sex, age, physical disability or national origin in 
consideration for an award.  Similarly the Successful Bidder shall in no manner 
discriminate against or intimidate any employee involved in the manufacture 
of supplies, the performance of Work, or any other activity required under the 
Contract on account of gender, race, creed or color.

The Township reserves the right to waive any defects, errors, omissions, 
mistakes, informalities, to accept any bid or combination of bids that are deemed 
to be in the best interest of the Township, and to reject any or all proposals.

Owner: Lower Swatara Township
By: Ms. Betsy McBride
Title: Township Manager
Date: May 29, 2019

#249 1127-2T
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PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Letters 
Testamentary on the Estate of 
Marguerite M. Dowling Deceased, 
late of Middletown, Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania, have been granted to 
the undersigned Executor. All persons 
therefore indebted to said estate 
are requested to make immediate 
payment, and those having just 
claims will please present the same, 
duly authenticated, for settlement, 
without delay.

Brian Weiss, Executor
332 S. Catherine St., 
Middletown, PA 17057

#250 1127-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICES

We’re hiring!
STOP IN TO FILL OUT 

AN APPLICATION TODAY!
HOLIDAY INN HARRISBURG EAST: 

815 SOUTH EISENHOWER BOULEVARD
MIDDLETOWN • 717-939-1600

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured
for Your

Protection 
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating

Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

Considering Cremation?
Save Thousands On Cremation Expenses

728 Main Street • Avoca, PA 18641

Serving all of PA
Shawn E. Carper, Supervisor

Preplan and prepay 
today and receive a

For a limited time, so Act NOW!

$200
DISCOUNT

Simple
Cremation
$1395

or payments as low as 
$16.00 a month

All Inclusive, No Hidden Fees 

94
20

1-
14

09
-1

For a FREE no obligation 
brochure and information, 

please call us toll free at 
844-427-3672 

or visit us on-line at
www.cremationofpa.com

Our facilities are private & secure. Your loved one never leaves our care. 

0094201-art.indd   1 9/3/19   3:39 PM

www.FettervilleSales.com(800) 275-8245

40x80x12

$30K

Agricultural • Commercial • Residential

PA Lisc. #129608

Serving our 
Customers for 

  35 Years

 
Pole Building specialists

The

All buildings include 
overhang 2 sides, 
2 slider doors & 

1 entry door
Erected on your level lot

60x120x16$60K
50x96x14

$40K

20 South Union Street, 
Middletown

Monday - Friday  9-4
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DECEMBERCALENDAR
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NATIONAL TIE MONTHNEW YEARS EVE

KWANZAA BEGINS
MIDDLETOWN
• Youth Club Bingo – Open 5 
pm, First Game - 6:45 pm @ 
M-town Fire Co.

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Lions – 6:30 pm

 

PRESS & JOURNAL 
OFFICE CLOSED

MIDDLETOWN
• Christmas Recess Beginning
 Dec. 23, Ending Jan. 1 for 
MASD  Students and Offices
• Library: STEM Club – 6 pm,
Family Yoga – noon
• Kiwanis – 6:30 pm
• American Legion – 7 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Municipal Authority – 7 pm

DAUPHIN CO.
• Ag Land Preservation –  
9 am

CHRISTMAS EVE

PRESS & JOURNAL 
OFFICE CLOSED

MIDDLETOWN
• Odd Fellows #307 – 7:30 pm
• Library: Story/Craft Time- 10:30 
am, Yoga – noon, Tales with 
T.A.I.L.S. – 6 pm
• School Board General Meet-
ing-7 pm
• Kunkel Elem. School Concert: 
Gr. K-2, 9:30 am; Gr. 3-5, 2 pm

ROYALTON
• Boro Planning Comm.-7 pm
• Boro Authority – 5 pm

HIGHSPIRE
• Boro Council – 6 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Bingo, Fire Hall – 7 pm
• Board of Commissioners – 7 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners – 10 am;
 Followed by Retirement Board
• Prison Board – 1:30 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Ag Land Preservation – 9 am

HUMBUG DAY

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Bingo, Fire Hall – 7 pm
• Zoning Hearing Board – 7 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners – 10 am; 
 Followed by Retirement Board

MIDDLETOWN
• Fink Elementary Santa Shop –
4-7 pm

INTERNATIONAL 
MONKEY DAY

We Are  
PENN STATE 
in the Capital Region

777 West Harrisburg Pike, Middletown, PA 17057
717-948-6000 • harrisburg.psu.edu

An Equal Opportunity University

Embracing a Rich History and 
Working Toward a Bright Future

We serve with passion and strive for excellence

JEFF HASTE, Chairman 
MIKE PRIES, Vice Chairman 
GEORGE HARTWICK III, Secretary

Middletown
Area School

District

The Middletown Area School District does not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in its programs, or 

employment practices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act.

55 West Water Street, Middletown, PA 17057 (717) 948-3300

“Helping To Shape The Future By 
Meeting The Challenges Of Today”

2601 Sunset Drive
Middletown • 944.5415
www.sunsetbandg.com
www.sunsetgc.com

www.londonderrypa.org

  Live Music on 
the deck

  Daily Food & 
Drink Specials

 
  Open Golf  

Tourneys

   Jr. Golf Clinic

  Stars & Stripes 
Salute

This month’s calendar is made possible by the 
community-minded businesses, local municipalities, 
county offices and educational institutions shown below.

WINTER BEGINS

CHANUKAH/HANUKKAH
BEGINS AT SUNSET

MIDDLETOWN
• Youth Club Bingo – Open 
5 pm, First Game - 6:45 pm,
@Fire Co.
• Winter Elementary Choral
Concert – 7 pm @ MAHS

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Londonderry Fire Co. – 8 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Conservation District
Meeting – 7 pm
• Emergency Planning
Committee – 10 am

STEELTON
Established 1880

Our Renaissance Starts Now . . . 
Steelton is Open for Business with 
Tax Incentives for New Business

Maria R. Marcinko, Mayor
Doug Brown, Borough Manager
Terry Carroll, Accounts Payable
Rosemarie Paul, Asst. Secretary/Treasurer
Michele Powell, Utility Billing Clerk
Marianne Reider, Tax Collector

Borough Council:
Brian Proctor, President

Michael Segina, Vice President
Keontay Hodge, Pro-Tem

Dennis Heefner
Natashia Woods

Kelly Kratzer
William Krovic

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Londonderry Fire Co.
Chicken & Waffle Dinner,
11 am-2 pm.

HUMMELSTOWN
• Bingo Blast, Hummelstown
Fire Co. Doors open 5 pm;
First Game 7 pm

TICK TOCK DAY NATIONAL DRUNK & 
DRUGGED DRIVING  

PREVENTION MONTH

CYBER MONDAY
LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Fire Co. – 7:30 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Red Rose Rebekah #586 – 1 pm
• Library: STEM Club – 6 pm:
Family Yoga – 6 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Library: LEGO® Jr. Maker Club 
– 6:30 pm
• Youth Club Bingo – Open 5 pm,
First Game - 6:45 pm @M-town 
Fire Co.
• School Board Meeting – 6 pm 

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Planning Commission – 7 pm

HIGHSPIRE
• Boro Authority – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Odd Fellows #307 – 7:30 pm
• School Board Organization/
Agenda Planning – 7 pm

HIGHSPIRE
• Planning Commission – 7 pm

ROYALTON
• Boro Council – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Sons of Am. Legion – 5 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Bingo, Fire Hall – 7 pm
• Twp. Commissioners – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Am. Legion Aux. – 7 pm
• Susquehanna Area Regional
Airport Authority – 8 am

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Londonderry Lionettes –
7 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners – 10 am

NATIONAL CAR 
DONATION MONTH

PEARL HARBOR DAY
MIDDLETOWN
• Holiday Craft & Gift Show,  
8 am-2 pm @ Middletown First 
Church Of God

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Breakfast With Santa, 9-11 am 
@ Lower Swatara Fire Dept.

HUMMELSTOWN
• Holiday Vendor Show,
10 am-3 pm @ Hummelstown
Fire Department

Gregory A. Anoia O.D.

"The Patient-friendly Practice"

(717) 944-3201
120 West Water Street, Middletown

Modern 
& Classic 
Eyewear Styles

• Eye Exams
• Contact Lenses

The listings in the calendar belong solely to the Press & Journal and do not represent an endorsement by the sponsors.

ST. NICHOLAS DAY

CHANUKAH/HANUKKAH
ENDS AT NIGHTFALL

MIDDLETOWN
• Library: STEM Club – 6 pm,
Family Yoga – noon

MAKE CUT OUT 
SNOWFLAKES DAY

LG
BT

Q

BINGO MONTH

MIDDLETOWN
• M-town Library Board – 6 pm
• ABWA Olmsted Chapt. – 6 pm
• Library: Story/Craft Time – 
10:30 am, Family Yoga – noon, 
Tales with T.A.I.L.S. – 6 pm
• Reid Elementary Holiday 
Concert, Gr. K-2 – 9:30 am
• Middletown Area High School
Winter Concert, 7 pm

HIGHSPIRE
• Boro Council – 6 pm

MIDDLETOWN 
• Kiwanis – 6:30 pm
• Am. Legion Board – 7 pm
• Library: STEM Club – 6 pm, 
Family Yoga – 6 pm 

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Fire Co. Aux. 7:30 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Lions – 6:30 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Library: LEGO® Jr. Maker Club 
– 6:30 pm
• Youth Club Bingo – Open 5 pm,
First Game - 6:45 pm @ M-town 
Fire Co.
• Fink Elementary Holiday Con-
cert, 2 pm

HIGHSPIRE
• Civil Service Commission – 
12 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Red Rose Rebekah #586 – 1 
pm
•Alzheimer’s Assoc. @ Frey 
Village – 6:30 pm
• Library: Mystery Book Club –
6 pm, STEM Club – 6 pm, Family
Yoga – 6 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Municipal Authority – 7 pm

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Bingo: Open Noon, First
Game – 2 pm, Fire Co.

MIDDLETOWN
• Breakfast With Santa - 10 
am-2 pm @ The Middletown 
Home

BO 
GO
BUY ONE
GET ONE

1/2 price

LOCALLY OWNED SINCE 1854   |    PRESSANDJOURNAL.COM 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 19, 2017   |   75 CENTS

BB gun team 

fires away and 

wins state title  B1MAHS threat 

investigated A5

FISH FRY ENDS B8

Public notices in this 

week’s Press & Journal

• MIDDLETOWN BOROUGH: Re-

tiree benefit plan ordinance. 

A4
• MIDDLETOWN BOROUGH: Pen-

sion plan amendments. A4

• ELIZABETHTOWN BOROUGH: 

Zoning for 19 N. Market St. 

A4
• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Municipal 

primary elections. A4

• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Electronic 

voting systems. A4

• ESTATE NOTICE: George J. 

Lowe A4

www.hondruauto.com

2005 S. Market Street • Elizabethtown, Pa. 17022

717.367.6644

Press & Journal Staff

Three Mile Island Unit 1 oper-

ated safely during 2016, with no 

inspection findings or perfor-

mance indicators outside the 

normal band.

The Nuclear Regulatory Com-

mission made that announcement 

Thursday via a press release.

As a result, Three Mile Island 

Unit 1 is under the NRC’s baseline 

level of  oversight, which entails 

thousands of  hours of  inspection 

each year.

NRC staff will be available to dis-

cuss the 2016 safety performance 

of  the Three Mile Island nuclear 

power plant, operated by Exelon 

Generation Co., during an open 

house on April 20 in Middletown.

The open house will run from 

4:30 to 6 p.m. at the Londonderry 

Township Municipal Building, 

783 S. Geyers Church Road. NRC 

staff responsible for inspections of  

the plant, including the site-based 

resident inspectors, will discuss 

the plant’s performance and the 

NRC’s oversight of  the facility.

Under the NRC’s Reactor Over-

sight Process, the agency gauges 

plant performance through the 

use of  color-coded inspection find-

ings and performance indicators, 

which are statistical measure-

ments of  performance that can 

trigger additional oversight if  

exceeded. Any inspection findings 

or performance indicators that are 

greater than green (very low safety 

significance) trigger increased 

NRC oversight.

Day-to-day inspections are per-

formed by two resident inspectors 

assigned to the plant. Reviews are 

also carried out at the site by spe-

cialist inspectors assigned to the 

agency’s Region I office in King 

of  Prussia.

The annual assessment letter 

for Three Mile Island is available 

on the NRC website, www.nrc.gov. 

Current performance information 

is also available.

NRC: Three Mile Island operated safely in 2016; discussion planned

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Even as Middletown continues 

waiting on a Dauphin County 

judge to rule regarding whether 

to allow a crematory at Fager-

Finkenbinder Funeral Home, state 

regulators are moving closer to 

their own approval of  the crema-

tory, according to a lawyer repre-

senting the funeral home.

The Pennsylvania Department 

of  Environmental Protection has 

issued a “draft plan approval” 

of  a permit to build and operate 

the crematory 

at the funer-

al home that 

Fager-Finken-

binder applied 

for in October 

2015, said Mark 

Dausch, an at-

torney with 

Babst Calland 

in Pittsburgh.

DEP spokesman John Repetz 

confirmed that the agency has 

issued a draft plan approval re-

garding the Fager-Finkenbinder 

crematory permit.

Notice of  intent to issue the draft 

plan approval was published in the 

Jan. 14 and Jan. 21 issues of  the 

Pennsylvania Bulletin, including 

information on how people could 

review the draft and submit com-

ments. 
DEP received at least three sets 

of  public comments in response. 

“At this point no final determina-

tion has been made” regarding ap-

proval of  the permit, Repetz said.

In August 2016, opponents who 

live or own property near the 

crematory appealed to Dauphin 

County Court a 1-1 decision by the 

Middletown zoning hearing board. 

Under law, the tie vote upheld the 

June 2015 decision by a former 

borough zoning officer granting 

Fager-Finkenbinder, located at 

208 N. Union St., a use permit to 

allow the crematory on the funeral 

home property.

“We have valid zoning approval 

right now,” Dausch told the Press 

& Journal, adding that the Babst 

Calland lawyers have been “work-

ing with DEP moving the project 

forward.”

Briefs have been filed by lawyers 

representing both the opponents 

and the funeral home. A brief  was 

also filed by a lawyer on behalf  of  

the borough, which has signed on 

as an intervenor in the case.

Now, it’s in the hands of  Senior 

Judge Lawrence F. Clark. Law-

yers on both sides said they don’t 

know when to expect a ruling 

from Clark.

Likely not the end

No matter how Clark rules, his 

decision might not be the end of  

the controversy. The funeral home 

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown Borough is 

waiting on Lower Swatara 

Township to offer a proposal 

regarding the possibility of  

the borough entering into a 

contract with the township for 

police services.

“The ball is in Lower Swata-

ra’s court,” Middletown Mayor 

James H. Curry III told the 

Press & Journal in response to a 

list of  ques-

tions posed 

re g arding 

the status of  

police talks 

between the 

two munici-

palities.
In Decem-

ber, Curry 

and former borough Council 

President Ben Kapenstein be-

gan a discussion with Lower 

Swatara officials aimed at 

seeing if  the township was 

interested in partnering with 

the borough on some kind of  

regional police arrangement.

Talks have focused on an ar-

rangement where the borough 

would enter into a contract 

with Lower Swatara to pay 

the township to provide police 

services in Middletown — as 

opposed to the two munici-

palities creating a brand new 

regional police force.

Council during its Feb. 21 

meeting set a 90-day time limit 

on the talks regarding contract-

ing with Lower Swatara for 

police services. That timetable 

would run out shortly after 

borough council’s scheduled 

May 16 meeting. 

No face-to-face meetings 

have been held between rep-

resentatives of  the borough 

and the township since the last 

meeting was held in the Munici-

pal Building in Middletown on 

Jan. 12, Curry said.

Ball in 
Lower 
Swatara’s 

court  
on police
Middletown says it  

has provided numbers  

for service contract,  

now awaits response

Curry

Please see POLICE, page A5

DEP moving ahead on crematory

Fager-Finkenbinder lawyer says funeral home has been working with agency despite pending appeal 

Dausch

Please see CREMATORY, page A5

Giving it a shot

By David Barr

davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

Jennifer Morrison is using the 

power of  art and words as a way 

to help students cope with a sen-

sitive topic that is not normally 

discussed in public — dealing 

with having a parent, family 

member, or friend in prison.

Morrison, a Steelton-High-

spire High School art teacher, 

partnered with Heather Bobula 

to implement a California-based 

program called POPS the Club at 

the school in January — the first 

chapter of the organization in the 

state of  Pennsylvania.

POPS stands for Pain of  the 

Prison System. Meetings are 

held Thursday mornings prior 

to the start of  the school day and 

last for half  an hour.

Plans to install POPS the Club 

at the school began last summer 

and approval was granted in 

September 2016 after Bobula, 

now a POPS the Club volunteer, 

contacted POPS co-founder and 

executive director Amy Fried-

man about starting a POPS the 

Club in Pennsylvania.

“Amy was on board immedi-

ately,” Bobula said in a January 

email. “She believes strongly 

in the idea that kids in these 

circumstances are undeserved. 

They often hide the fact that 

someone in their life is incar-

cerated, and Amy is on board 

with taking the POPS Club to 

any school that could benefit. 

They’ve found the model to be 

incredibly effective in California, 

and she’s excited about helping 

kids everywhere with it.”

Because Steelton-Highspire’s 

chapter is the first in the state, 

it will be a blueprint on how to 

begin and run a POPS the Club, 

and the idea is to introduce other 

schools to the program.

“We’re going to be the model 

on how to run the club,” Steel-

ton-Highspire Principal Sheri 

Woodall said.

Friedman said this club will be 

a success because of  Morrison 

and Bobula.

“The great thing about Heath-

er and Jen is they’re doing it 

right,” Friedman said. “It’s going 

to be a really strong club, I know.”

Finding POPS

Bobula has seen what can 

happen when a friend or family 

member is forced to spend time 

behind bars, because her father 

has spent time in federal prison. 

“I understand what that feels 

New Steel-High group 

helps students cope with 

having family in prison

POPS the Club is the first such chapter in the state

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Jennifer Morrison and Heather 

Bobula are responsible for 

implementing POPS the Club 

at the Steelton-Highspire High 

School.

Please see POPS, page A6

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

This is one of the banners that 

is being made for Middletown 

and will go up in the borough, 

according to council member 

Diana McGlone.

Memorial 

Day target 

for military 

banners

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Banners paying tribute to 

military personnel from to-

day and long ago have been 

ordered and should be up in 

Middletown by Memorial Day, 

Councilor Diana McGlone has 

told the Press & Journal.

Almost 90 banners are be-

ing made by Rileighs Outdoor 

Decor of Allentown, a company 

from which the borough has 

ordered banners in the past.

The borough in 2016 also 

purchased from Rileighs about 

Please see BANNERS, page A4

About 90 have been 

sold already, with more 

residents interested

PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY JODI OCKER

Middletown Blue Raiders shot-putter Hunter Landis draws a watchful eye 

from other competitors on Tuesday, April 11. For more on how the boys and 

girls teams fared at the meet, see page B1.

SAVE
$2550

over single copy

Subscribe for one year, 
get one year 1/2 PRICE! 
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By Phyllis Zimmerman
Special to the Press & Journal

The Middletown Area School 
District is adding to its properties 
in Lower Swatara Township.

At its Nov. 19 meeting, the Mid-
dletown Area School Board voted 
to proceed with the acquisition of  
a 3.25-acre parcel at 225 Oberlin 
Road. The vacant lot, commonly 
known as the Espenshade Farm, 
is located behind the middle school 
and abuts a vacant 8-acre parcel 
that’s also owned by the district.

The board approved purchasing 
the property from the Espenshade 
family for $85,000. It had been mar-
keted for sale and was purchased 
in lieu of  condemnation.

Although the district is con-
sidering options for handling 
projected growth in its elementary 
grades, Superintendent Lori Suski 
said last week that the district has 

no definitive plans for the new 
property. 

“We don’t know right now what 
our plans will be for this in the 
future. Everyone in the district 
should keep in mind that the pur-
chase of  this land is no indication 
that the district has made a deci-
sion about an elementary building 
project,” Suski said.

Suski also noted that it made 
“perfect sense” for the district 
to acquire the property while it’s 
available because of  its location. 

At a special school board meet-
ing last month, architect Scott 
Cousin of  Crabtree, Rohrbaugh 
and Associates, presented three 
options for addressing elementary 
enrollment that is projected to in-
crease by nearly 15 percent by 2024. 

Options included a center-
based model that would involve 
constructing a new building for 
all students in grades 2 through 5 

on vacant dis-
trict land be-
hind the middle 
school. Kunkel 
E l e m e n t a r y 
S c h o o l  a n d 
Fink Elemen-
tary School 
would close 
under this op-
tion and Reid Elementary School 
would be converted to grades K-1 
with minor building renovations. 
Total estimated costs range from 
$34.9 million to $37.3 million.

Other options include:
Neighborhood School Concept A: 
Maintain district’s current K-5 
structure with comprehensive 
renovations and additions at Kun-
kel. Comprehensive renovations at 
Fink, minor renovations to Reid. 
Total estimated costs: low range, 
$35.66 million; high range, $38.68 
million.

Neighborhood School Concept B: 
Maintain district’s current K-5 
structure with comprehensive 
renovations and additions at Fink. 
Comprehensive renovations at 
Kunkel, minor renovations to 
Reid. Total estimated costs: low 
range, $33.7 million; high range, 
$36.6 million.
Hybrid option: Convert Fink and 
Kunkel to grades K-3 neighbor-
hood primary schools, convert 
Reid to center-based intermediate 
school for grades 4-5. Comprehen-
sive renovations and additions to 
Fink. Comprehensive renovations 
to Kunkel, minor renovations to 
Reid. Total estimated costs: low 
range,  $33.4 million; high range, 
$36.3 million

Suski said last week that the 
school board plans to revisit the 
elementary project options Dec. 
3, with a final decision expected 
within 18 months.

Mini-stadium update
In other news, the Middletown 

Area School Board authorized 
the district to file a second appeal 
with the Federal Aviation Ad-
ministration regarding the FAA’s 
decision concerning four light 
poles planned for the upcoming 
synthetic turf  mini-stadium.

Plans call for a 500-seat stadium 
and an athletic amenities building 
to be located in front of  the high 
school, as well as a new mainte-
nance/storage facility that would 
be situated behind the school. 

After months of  waiting, the dis-
trict recently was notified by the 
FAA that an initial appeal filed by 
the district in June for placing the 
light poles according to the archi-
tect’s design was conditionally ac-
cepted. Listed conditions included 
attaching warning lights to each 
of  the four poles and painting the 

entire length of  each of  the poles 
with orange and white stripes.

After conferring with FAA of-
ficials, architect Dave Horn of  
Architerra advised the district to 
file an new appeal concerning the 
light pole’s appearance. 

The district now is proposing to 
equip each pole with medium dual 
warning light systems in lieu of the 
painted stripes. Horn and district 
director of  operations Richard 
Meiser said that any additional 
costs for the medium light systems 
would be offset by what the district 
would save by not having to main-
tain painted stripes on each pole.

FAA representatives reportedly 
advised the district that the new 
appeal will be processed in “ap-
proximately one week.” 

The FAA has a say in the project 
because of  the mini-stadium’s 
proximity to Harrisburg Interna-
tional Airport.

MASD buys land, says it won’t affect future of elementaries

Suski
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8th Annual

Holiday Vendor Show

your one-stop 
holiday shop!

december 7th 10am-2pm

  
come out & get all 

of your last-minute 
Christmas shopping done 

at one place! already 
done with christmas 

shopping? buy something 
for an upcoming event, 

birthday or just for you! 
come visit us & bring 

some friends, too!
  

Hummelstown Fire Department 249 east main street, hummelstown

Join Us!

Holiday Craft & Gift Show
MIDDLETOWN FIRST CHURCH OF GOD

245 West High Street, Middletown
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7 • 8 AM-2 PM

Crafts • Gifts • Baked Goods • Caramels • Soups
Breakfast & Lunch Items On Sale

For more information, email fflury37@gmail.com

or visit www.facebook.com/events/2304240322999712

Join Santa at 
The Middletown Home 
on Sunday, December 

8th from 10 am to 1 pm!

Kids of  all ages are 
invited to eat a delicious 

breakfast, enjoy a reading 
of  The Christmas Story 
& get their FREE photos 

taken with Santa.

Please RSVP by December 6th to 
Paige Forney: 

PForney@middletownhome.org

For more info: 
/MiddletownHome

999 West Harrisburg Pike, Middletown
MiddletownHome.org | (717) 944-3351

Please bring a canned good or 
non-perishable food item to donate to 

The Middletown Interfaith Food Pantry!

The shed had served as Middle-
town’s Santa house many years 
ago, perhaps as early as the late 
1960s; the borough stopped using 
it in the late 1980s or early 1990s.

For reasons that have never been 
fully explained, the house ended 
up with Hoffa for many years. In 
2016, Hoffa reached out to Mayor 
James H. Curry III to donate it 
to the borough for use as a Santa 
house.

On Nov. 19, Lloyd presented 
three letters from family mem-
bers of  the girl, all asking that the 
borough no longer use the Santa 
house. She was 9 years old at the 
time and is now 12.

Quoting from one of  the letters, 
Lloyd said the girl has “struggled” 
with her mental health since the 
incident occurred and that she 
refuses to be driven anywhere 
near Union Street where the Santa 
house has been placed because 
of  the “serious repercussions” 
brought up by the memories of  
what happened.

The girl suffers from repeated 
nightmares as a result of  the 
incident, has attempted suicide 
several times, and lacks emotion 
toward her own family members 
because of  what happened, Lloyd 
said, reading from the letter.

Moreover, the impact is “ongo-
ing,” in that Hoffa is scheduled for 
trial on the charges in December, 
according to the letter Lloyd read 
from the family member.

Lloyd said that despite the tree-
lighting ceremony being held soon 
(Nov. 30), “I cannot support using 
it, knowing that it is causing this 
much anguish for a 12-year-old girl 
and her family.”

Its return to the borough
In 2016, after Hoffa had reached 

out to Curry about giving the 
former Santa house back to the 
borough, the mayor launched an 
effort to get it back and restore it, 
aided by numerous borough resi-
dents and public works employees.

Curry in 2016 told the Press & 
Journal of  how he and Hoffa had 

“gutted out” the shed before the 
mayor brought the structure back 
to the borough. Hoffa also had to 
detach the house from his garage, 
so it could be taken to the borough 
by a tow truck operator.

In a special surprise for resi-
dents, the Santa house was re-
stored and unveiled for the 2016 
Christmas tree-lighting ceremony. 
It was used again during holiday 
festivities in 2017 and 2018, and the 
plan was to use it again beginning 
with this year’s tree-lighting.

Curry, at Tuesday’s meeting, 
noted that the grand jury indict-
ment makes no specific reference 
to any of  the alleged offenses hav-
ing occurred in the Santa shed 
while it was on Hoffa’s property.

The mayor also pointed out 
that the Santa house today bears 
virtually no physical resemblance 
to the shed that was attached to 
Hoffa’s garage.

“There is nothing original to 
the building other than the studs 
within the wall,” he told council.

On March 10, 2018 — one day 
after Hoffa was charged — Curry 
posted a video on his personal 
Facebook page to tell residents of  
the charges filed against the man 
who had donated the Santa house 
back to the borough.

Curry in the video asked resi-
dents what they wanted to do about 
the Santa house. Of  180 people 
who responded, the overwhelming 
majority wanted to keep the Santa 
house as is, he said.

Tense deliberations
Deliberations at the Nov. 19 

meeting about the Santa house 
were clearly difficult, and painful, 
for several councilors.

“I think the whole issue here is 
not the fact of  what it looks like, 
it’s the fact that the family is aware 
of  what happened inside of  it, and 
the family being aware of  what 
happened inside of  it the child 
knows that that’s the house, and 
therefore the child knows what 
happened in that house,” said 
Knull, who agreed with Lloyd that 

the borough should no longer use 
the structure as its Santa house.

Kluskiewicz argued for keeping 
it, saying the girl had “no knowl-
edge” that the offense happened in 
the house until she was told that 
by a family member.

“That’s the parents’ fault, it’s 
not the child’s fault, it’s not the 
entire borough of  Middletown’s 
children’s fault, it’s the parents. 
I have no problem putting out a 
Santa house that nothing occurred 
in,” Kluskiewicz said.

Public Works Director Greg 
Wilsbach, adding that he was 
speaking as a Middletown resident 
and not as a borough official, won-
dered that if  the offense had oc-
curred on a borough playground, 
“would we consider ripping the 
playground down or doing away 
with that playground?”

Lloyd said that despite the lack 
of  details in the grand jury report, 
the offense occurred in the Santa 
shed while it was on Hoffa’s prop-
erty, according to the letter from 
the family member.

But to her, at the end of  the day, 
whether the offense did or did not 
actually occur in the shed had be-
come a secondary consideration.

“That fact that it is causing this 
anguish for this 12-year-old girl, I 
have a problem with,” Lloyd said. 
“It’s one thing if  it’s an adult, but 
to try to explain to a child that 
she should put her own feelings 
aside when she was victimized 
and traumatized and molested … 
I’d like anybody here to go up to 
her and say it’s OK because the 
entire shed has been redone. She 
is a 12-year-old child. Think about 
it. If  it was one of  your kids or your 
grandchild, how would you feel? … 
I’m not gonna support it.”

Visibly shaken by what she read 
in the letters and in the indictment 
detailing what Hoffa is alleged to 
have done, Willenbecher seemed 
to struggle more than anyone else 
on council in deciding what to do 
about the Santa house.

“I am as sorry as I can be for 
that young lady,” Willenbecher 

said. After a long pause she added: 
“But I hope that in its re-invention 
and the joy that it brings to so 
many kids could be in some way 
healing and not continue to add to 
her trauma.”

A new Santa house possible?
After the vote to stop using the 

Santa house, council at Curry’s 
suggestion voted 4-1 that the 
borough should sell the house. 
Willenbecher voted no.

Former council member Mike 
Woodworth, who resigned in 
September but who was in the 
audience, suggested the borough 
donate proceeds from the sale to a 
fund to benefit the victims.

While a “great idea,” borough 
Manager Ken Klinepeter said he 
did not believe the borough could 
legally donate the proceeds to a 

charity or nonprofit organization.
While another resident in the 

audience suggested the borough 
could use a tent to serve as a shelter 
for Santa this year, Curry came up 
with another plan.

“I am asking for a little Christ-
mas magic,” Curry said in a new 
video posted on his Facebook page 
after the meeting. He hoped that 
with the help of residents, the town 
could build a new Santa house to be 
ready for the Nov. 30 tree-lighting 
ceremony on West High Street in 
front of  St. Peter’s Kierch.

In another video posted Sun-
day, Curry said response to his 
request has been overwhelming 
and that there will definitely be a 
new structure in place at the tree 
lighting on Saturday, although he 
is keeping the theme of  it and how 
it looks under wraps.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Accused sexual abuser Keith 
Alan Hoffa made more than 2,400 
phone calls — while in prison — to 
a witness in his case in an attempt 
to intimidate him, according to 
new charges filed last month.

Multiple new counts — includ-
ing intimidating witnesses and re-
taliation — have been filed against 
Hoffa, 55, the former Londonderry 
Township resident who in March 
2018 was charged with sexually 
molesting six victims over a 21-
year period.

In the letters to one of  the wit-
nesses, a minister, Hoffa said that 
if  the minister did not cooperate 
that Hoffa would send letters to 
the man’s congregation aimed at 
“destroying his reputation.”

Besides the 
threatening let-
ters, the affida-
vit alleges that 
Hof f a  made 
“well over 2,500 
phone calls to 
the witnesses 
in this case,” 
based on Dau-
phin County Prison phone records 
— including 2,404 calls made to the 
minister alone.

Hoffa also called one of  the 
alleged victims in the sexual mo-
lestation charges six times from 
county prison on July 24 and July 
25, according to court documents. 
The calls were made after Hoffa 
had been repeatedly told by the 
court not to have contact with 
victims, according to the affidavit.

On Oct. 28, the Dauphin County 

District Attorney’s office filed 
charges through District Judge 
Michael Smith against Hoffa, in-
cluding stalking; criminal attempt 
of  stalking — repeatedly commu-
nicating to cause fear; five felony 
counts of  witness intimidation 
aimed at getting a victim to with-
hold testimony; and five felony 
counts of  retaliation.

Hoffa, who is in Dauphin County 
Prison on $500,000 bail, was or-
dered bound over on all 12 charges 
during a preliminary hearing held 
before Smith on Nov. 13. He is to 
be arraigned on the charges in 
Dauphin County Court on Jan. 3, 
according to online court records.

According to the affidavit of  
probable cause filed by a county 
detective with the DA’s office, Hoffa 
while in Dauphin County Prison 
engaged in a pattern of  writing let-

ters and making phone calls from 
the prison, aimed at intimidating 
witnesses and a victim leading up 
to his trial on the sexual molesta-
tion charges from 2018.

The sexual molestation charges, 
including 15 felony and nine mis-
demeanor counts ranging from 
child rape to corruption of  mi-
nors, were based on a grand jury 
indictment handed down against 
Hoffa. The indictment followed an 
investigation into Hoffa that was 
launched by a Dauphin County 
detective in February 2018.

Hoffa according to court records 
already had a criminal record 
before the detective started the 
investigation that led to the March 
2018 sexual molestation charges.

According to the grand jury 
indictment, Hoffa in 1999 pleaded 
guilty in Dauphin County Court 

to aggravated indecent assault 
of  a minor younger than 16 years 
old, indecent assault of  a minor 
younger than 16, and two counts 
of  endangering the welfare of  
children. Yet Hoffa allegedly raped 
a 12-year-old girl in 2006 while he 
was still on probation for an aggra-
vated indecent assault conviction, 
according to the indictment.

As for these latest charges the 
affidavit says that Hoffa from 
Sept. 18, 2018, to October 2019 had 
written and sent letters to four wit-
nesses regarding Hoffa’s upcom-
ing trial on the sexual molestation 
charges from March 2018.

The four include an elementary 
school principal and three mem-
bers of  Hoffa’s family. Hoffa in the 
letters sought to intimidate and 
threaten all four witnesses, and 
tried to obstruct the child moles-

tation investigation against him, 
according to the affidavit.

Hoffa’s actions “fit a pattern of  
intimidation used by the defen-
dant during previous criminal 
prosecutions and civil proceed-
ings,” the detective writes in the 
affidavit, including in 1998 when 
Hoffa while being prosecuted for 
the aggravated indecent assault 
of  a minor and other charges had 
“repeatedly made contact with his 
victims, via mail, to encourage 
them not to cooperate with the 
criminal prosecution.”

On Nov. 19, Middletown Bor-
ough Council at the urging of  
Council President Angela Lloyd 
voted 3-2 to stop using as its Santa 
Claus house a shed that had for-
merly been attached to Hoffa’s 
property in the 200 block of  North 
Geyers Church Road.

Hoffa

Hoffa made 2,500 calls to intimidate witnesses, charges say

HOUSE: Council’s discussion about future of structure turns tense
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Santa Claus talks to youngsters in his house near the corner of Union and 
Emaus streets in this 2017 file photo.

are first responders and military personnel. 
Shea and Malott are the epitome of  heroes 

and examples of  “all that is good in law enforce-
ment,” Vargo said.

“It is without a doubt that the actions of  
these officers — Officers Shea and Malott — 
saved the life of  the female victim,” Vargo said. 
“Their actions reflect the commitment to our 
community and are in keeping with the high-
est traditions of  the Lower Swatara Township 
Police Department and the law enforcement 
community.”

Shea was off crutches during the presenta-
tion, and told the Press & Journal that he was 
going through physical therapy and hoped to 
be back on duty in January. Vargo said they 
hoped to get him back as soon as possible but 
weren’t going to rush it. 

“I have nothing prepared for this,” Shea told 
the crowd at the meeting that included other of-
ficers. “Thank you all for these awards. I guess 
I can speak for both of  us when I say, we’re 
just here to do our job. We’re no different than 
the rest of  these guys back here. They’re just 
as much heroes as we are. We just happened 
to be put in the situation — right place right 
time sort of  deal.”

Shea was awarded the law enforcement Pur-
ple Heart, which Vargo said is given to officers 
who sustain a “potentially life-threatening or 
serious injury as a direct result of  an action 
taken while in performance of  his duty.”

Both Shea and Malott were awarded the 
Medal of  Valor, which Vargo said is awarded 
for “extraordinary acts of  courage without 
regard for personal safety while engaged in 
actual combat with an armed and dangerous 
adversary.”

“They had no way of  knowing what was 
about to happen when they entered that resi-
dence,” Vargo said.

In the interview with the Press & Journal, 
Shea said domestic assaults are more common 

than people think. Malott said there’s usually a 
lot of  emotions involved and tempers run high. 

“I don’t think we really thought it was going 
to turn out the way that it did. It just came in 
as a drunken ex-boyfriend banging on the door 
that she was worried that the glass door would 
break,” Malott said. 

The ex-boyfriend who allegedly shot Shea is 
Andrew Changhan Park, 48, of  the 200 block 
of  Cherokee Drive in Mechanicsburg. Accord-
ing to the affidavit filed with District Judge 
Michael J. Smith, Park had been texting the 
woman before showing up at her house. She 
told police Park told her that he was going to 
kill her and himself  that night.

Park faces 12 charges, all of  which were sent 
onto county court: criminal attempt of  murder 
in the first degree, assault of  a law enforce-
ment officer, burglary, unlawful restraint, 
strangulation, simple assault, and two counts 
each of  aggravated assault, terroristic threats, 
and recklessly endangering another person. 
His case has been transferred to the Dauphin 
County Court of  Common Pleas.

Shea and Malott arrived at the home at 11:26 

p.m. Oct. 14. Malott said when they arrived, 
they saw the door had been shattered and glass 
was everywhere. 

The woman sounded “distressful,” he said. 
“It went zero to a hundred real quick. That’s 

the only way I could put it,” Malott said.
Park and the woman were in a room in the 

front of  the house, and when Park saw the 
officers, he slammed the door shut with the 
woman inside, the affidavit said. 

According to the affidavit, the officers ap-
proached the door with their Tasers. Shea 
kicked open the door, and Malott saw Park 
pull up a handgun, believing he was aiming it 
at the woman’s head, the affidavit said.

“At this time Officer Malott fired his Taser 
in the direction of  the male and at about the 
same time Officer Shea also fired his Taser at 
the male. Officer Malott said he then saw the 
male falling backwards and then he heard 
two more pop sounds and believed the male 
had just fired shots at them,” the affidavit said. 

According to the affidavit, Shea was struck 
in the right leg and applied a tourniquet to 
himself, which is something that’s practiced 
in the police academy, Shea said.

Malott said he took the “fatherly role.”
“I was his [field training officer] in the be-

ginning of  the year. So I grabbed him and got 
him behind me. He got shot, so I knew he was 
out and he didn’t know how severe it was yet,” 
Malott said.

They got the woman out of  the residence, 
and it turned into a barricaded gunman 
situation that lasted several hours until Park 
surrendered.

AWARDS: Officers saved woman’s life with actions, police chief says
From page A1
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Lower Swatara Police Chief Jeff Vargo presented 
awards to Officers Josh Malott and Timothy 
Shea during the Nov. 20 Board of Commissioners 
meeting for their response to a domestic incident 
in October in which Shea was shot in the leg.

“There’s so much going on that 
you’re focused on other things.”

Officer Timothy Shea, explaining that he 
didn’t immediately know that he had been 
shot during an incident Oct. 14

“She is a 
12-year-old 
child. Think 
about it. If 
it was one 
of your kids 
or your grandchild, how 
would you feel?”

Council President Angela Lloyd
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If you are like me and 

your outdoor hobbies 

are hunting and fishing, 

there is no better month 

than November. 
Yes, many hunting seasons 

have already begun and have 
completed their allotted dates 
on the hunting schedule, but 
November seems to possess the 
most opportunities to pursue the 
largest gambit of  critters. 

Small game such as rabbits, 
pheasants and squirrels have 
been in season for awhile. Wild 
turkeys can be pursued within 
special wildlife management 
units. 

Archery deer season might be 
nearing a conclusion, but rifle 
season picks up soon for white-
tail deer and black bear. 

Duck and geese season, which 
was closed, reopens during No-
vember, allowing the waterfowl 
hunter his turn to capitalize on 
the migration.

 Trapping opens for foxes, 
raccoons, coyote and muskrats. 
I enjoy that opportunity and will 
set some traps for coyote and fox 
when that urge comes to me. 

I don’t want to leave out the 
fantastic fishing opportunities 
on the Susquehanna River, for 
smallmouth bass and walleyes.   
They appear to go into a fall 
feeding frenzy, for those who are 
willing to endure the cold and 
wind of  November. 

This November will be the 
first for me to experience a 

Saturday, first day of  deer sea-
son, at my cabin in Lycoming 
County. This is something of  a 
landmark change, especially for 
me. Traveling to my camp and 
heading out to my deer stand on 
that day is something I thought 
I would never see, but many 
changes have occurred and will 
continue to change for better or 
worse. 

Keeping all the most recent 
changes in both hunting and 
fishing regulations must be the 
responsibility of  the hunter and 

fisherman. 
You owe to yourself  to be well 

versed and knowledgeable. I 
constantly refer to the Penn-
sylvania Game Commission 
website and Fish and Boat Com-
mission website to keep me in 
constant know.

November is here and it will 
continue to provide many ample 
Woods and Waters hunting and 
fishing opportunities. 

The problem is which ones I 
should choose since the list is 
endless.

I love November.

Tom Shank has been writing 
the Woods and Waters column 
for about 10 years. His expertise 
has been gained through more 
than 50 years hunting, fishing, 
trapping and exploring the full 
gamut of  nature. The Susque-
hanna River and his cabin in 
Lycoming County are his true 
loves. Woods and Waters is his 
playground in life, and to write 
about it for the Press & Journal 
is a dream come true.

WOODS & WATERS   |   TOM SHANK

What a wonderful month November is!

EDITOR’S NOTE: The following 
is courtesy of  the Pennsylvania 
Game Commission.

A Saturday opener for the 
firearms deer season and the 
possibility of  more older bucks 
throughout the commonwealth 
have many Pennsylvanians ex-
cited about Nov. 30 and the weeks 
to follow.

Last year’s firearms deer sea-
son saw rainy weather nearly 
statewide throughout much of  
the opening day. But even then, 
30 percent of  the antlered deer 
harvested in the 2018-19 firearms 
season were taken on opening day. 
It was the best day of  the season 
for buck harvest.

It’s likely that opening day will 

continue to be the best for buck 
harvest this year, when the season 
will open on a Saturday, said Chris-
topher Rosenberry, supervisor of  
the Game Commission’s Deer and 
Elk Section.

“We expect the opening Satur-
day to become the biggest harvest 
day for bucks,” Rosenberry said. 
“The first Monday will play a 
lesser role, but how much less 
remains to be seen. The second 
Saturday, since it is concurrent 
with the start of  antlerless season, 
will probably become the second-
biggest harvest day for bucks.”

And there now is a third Satur-
day in the season, as well, since the 
season was expanded from 12 days 
to 13 to accommodate a Saturday 
opener in which more hunters 

likely will be able to participate.
Pennsylvania’s firearms season 

historically has drawn the biggest 
crowds of  all hunting seasons and 
consequently has been the state’s 
principal deer-management tool 
for more than a century. Its com-
ing preoccupies many Pennsylva-
nians through their Thanksgiving 
meals and sends many more to a 
variety of  outlets to fill their last-
minute needs.

“Every deer hunter wants to be 
afield for the opener,” Pennsylva-
nia Game Commission Executive 
Director Bryan Burhans said. 
“They spend days and days, scout-
ing, buying specialized gear and 
getting their packs ready.

“When they’re sitting in the 
dark, waiting for daylight and hop-
ing for a big buck to come, most 
deer hunters couldn’t be happier, 
particularly if  their son or grand-
daughter is joining them. It’s a 
fulfilling experience, regardless 
of  what happens.”

Buck luck
Deer hunters had seen the 

statewide buck harvest increase 
for three consecutive years until 
last season’s opening day soaker 
ruined the streak. But given the 
carryover of  older bucks from last 
season, there’s no reason a new 
streak can’t start.

Larger-racked — and older — 
bucks are making up more of  the 
deer harvest with each passing 
year. Two seasons ago, 163,750 
bucks were taken by hunters, 
making it the second-largest buck 
harvest in Pennsylvania since 
antler restrictions were started in 
2002. It was the 10th best all-time.

In the 2018-19 hunting seasons 
the overall deer harvest was 
374,690 — 226,940 antlerless deer 
and 147,750 bucks. 

But despite the decreased buck 
harvest in 2018-19 seasons, there 
were more 2½-year-old and older 
bucks — 64 percent. Over the pre-
vious four years, the percentage 
of  2½-year-old and older bucks 
in the annual deer harvest was: 
2017, 57 percent; 2016, 56; 2015, 59; 
and 2014, 57.

“Despite the increased harvest 

in 2½-year-old and older bucks, 
the buck-age structure in Penn-
sylvania is not old,” Rosenberry 
said. “However, it is older than 
before antler-point restrictions 
were started in 2002.

“Older, bigger-racked bucks are 
making up more of  the buck har-
vest than they have for at least a 
couple decades,” Rosenberry said. 
“Hunters like the bucks in Penn-
sylvania today compared to what 
many of  them saw 30 years ago.”

Every year, Pennsylvania hunt-
ers are taking huge bucks. Some 
are “book bucks,” antlered deer 
that make the Pennsylvania Big 
Game Records book or Boone & 
Crockett Club rankings. Others 
simply win neighborhood brag-
ging rights.

But it’s important to remember, 
according to the game commis-
sion, that every deer matters when 
only about a third of  hunters 
harvest whitetails during Penn-

sylvania’s slate of  deer seasons.
“Whether it’s a young hunter’s 

first deer, or a big buck that fell 
to a hunter on a dark-to-dark sit, 
they all matter to these hunters, 
their families and the communi-
ties in which they live,” Burhans 
said. “Hunting deer has been an 
exciting Pennsylvania pastime for 
centuries, and it’s sure to remain 
that way for many generations to 
come.”

Statewide season
The statewide general firearms 

season runs from Nov. 30 to Dec. 
14. In most areas, hunters may 
take only antlered deer during 
the season’s first six days, with the 
antlerless and antlered seasons 
then running concurrently from 
the first Saturday, Dec. 7, to the 
season’s close. 

In Wildlife Management Units 
2B, 5C and 5D, however, properly 
licensed hunters may take either 

antlered or antlerless deer at any 
time during the season.

Rules regarding the number 
of  points a legal buck must have 
on one antler also vary in differ-
ent parts of  the state, and young 
hunters statewide follow separate 
guidelines.

For a complete breakdown of  
antler restrictions, WMU bound-
aries and other regulations, 
consult the 2019-20 Pennsylvania 
Hunting & Trapping Digest, which 
is available online at the game 
commission’s website, www.pgc.
pa.gov.

Hunters statewide must wear at 
all times a minimum of  250 square 
inches of  fluorescent orange 
material on their head, chest and 
back combined. An orange hat 
and vest will satisfy the require-
ment. Nonhunters who might be 
afield during the deer season and 
other hunting seasons are asked to 
consider wearing orange, as well.

Opening Saturday expected to be biggest harvest day for bucks

PIXABAY.COM

Firearms deer season in Pennsylvania gets underway Saturday.

No Card 
Needed 
To Save!
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KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE  11/26/19 - 12/2/19

FAMILY
Favorites

26/30 CT EZ PEEL
X-LARGE SHRIMP
2 LB BAGS - $10 EA.

$5lb.

FRESH BONELESS SKINLESS
CHICKEN TENDERS
MUST BUY 5 LBS

169
lb.

FRESH PORK
BUTT ROAST 149

lb.

LEAN
CHOPPED CHUCK
MUST BUY 10 LBS+

299
lb.

USDA CHOICE BONELESS
NEW YORK STRIP STEAKS

799
lb.

9.5 - 12 OZ
UTZ POTATO CHIPS
& TORTIYAHS!

BUY 1 GET 1

FREE
2 FOR $4.29

12 - 16 OZ
SAN GIORGIO
OR RONZONI PASTA

BUY 1 GET 1

FREE
2 FOR $1.59

10 - 12 OZ ESSENTIAL EVERYDAY
BAKING CHOCOLATE CHIPS
& 5LB FLOUR

159
ea.

LARGE YAMS

79¢
lb.

3 LB HALO
CLEMENTINE
MANDARIN
ORANGES

499
ea.

3 LB HALO

499
ea.

Press & Journal sports writer 
Larry Etter presented the Raider 
Club's annual David H. Degler 
Memorial Award to senior Jose 
Lopez at the football banquet that 
was held Sunday evening at the 
high school (left).  

The award was created to honor 
the memory of  Degler, who died 
from a heart attack at age 17 at 
football practice with the Blue 
Raiders in 1978.

It is presented annually to a 
senior player who best represents 
Middletown football in leadership, 
character, desire and heart.

Jarrod Pugh won the Mel Fager 
Sr. Memorial Award, selected by 
the coaches. It goes to a senior who 
has shown leadership, dedication, 
commitment to hard work and 
Blue Raider pride. Fager was a 
student, athlete and coach in the 
Middletown Area School District. 
The award has been given out 
since 2011.

Kevin Welsh, father of  junior of-
fensive lineman Brock Welsh, won 
the annual Raider Club Award 
selected by the booster club. 

The honor goes to the person 
that the organization feels “has 
given their time and talents unself-
ishly for the Middletown football 
program.”

Lopez wins Degler football award

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Lower Dauphin High School’s 
annual winter Meet the Falcons 
night will be held at 8 p.m. 
Wednesday, Dec. 4 in the high 
school gymnasium.

Members of  the Lower Dau-
phin athletic teams for win-
ter sports will be introduced 
starting with boys basketball 
and girls basketball and then 
following with ice hockey, boys 
swimming, girls swimming, and 
wrestling. 

The cheerleading squad will 
be introduced, and it will per-
form a brief  routine.

After the event, parents and 
spectators are invited onto 
the floor to take photos of  the 
Falcons.

For more information, con-
tact Athletic Director David 
Bitting at 717-566-5338.

LD’s Meet the 
Falcons night 
set for Dec. 4

MISS A WEEK.
MISS A LOT.

&PRESS   JOURNAL
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BRIGHT YELLOW
TEAR RESISTANT
WEATHERPROOF

FLUORESCENT RED
WITH BLACK INK

90¢ EA.

20 South Union Street, Middletown
Monday-Friday 9 am to 4 pm

GET YOUR 
SIGNS HERE!

WHITE WITH  
BLACK INK:  
75¢ EA.

$1 EA.

NEWS IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD   |   LAVONNE ACKERMAN

Reflect on things you are thankful for this week Leaf collection  
set for Lower Swatara 

Lower Swatara Town-
ship leaf  collection will run 
through mid-December or 
until the first snowfall.

Collection on Mondays and 
Tuesdays covers the Shope 
Gardens area, Greenwood 
Hills, and Woodridge.

Collection on Wednesdays 
covers Bryn Gweld, Green 
Plains, Jednota Flats, Rose-
dale Areas, and Twelve Oaks.

Collection on Thursdays 
and Fridays covers Longview 
Acres and Old Reliance.

Youth Club Bingo  
will be held Thursdays

Youth Club Bingo will be 
held Thursday nights at the 
Middletown Volunteer Fire 
Department, 10 Adelia St. 

Doors open at 5 p.m., and 
bingo starts at 6:45 p.m.

Proceeds benefit the 
Middletown Youth Club. 

Holiday craft and gift 
show will be at church

Middletown First Church of  
God, 245 W. High St., Middle-
town, is sponsoring a Holiday 
Craft and Gift Show from 8 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 7.

There will be crafts, gifts, 
baked goods, caramels, and 
soups. Breakfast and lunch 
items will be sold.

For more information, 
email fflury37@gmail.com 
or visit www.facebook.com/
events/2304240322999712.

Middletown Home has 
breakfast with Santa

Join Santa Claus for break-
fast at the Middletown Home, 
999 W. Harrisburg Pike, from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 
8. 

RSVP by Dec. 6 to Paige 
Forney at pforney@middle-
townhome.org.

8th annual Holiday 
Vendor Show is Dec. 7

Hummelstown Fire De-
partment, 249 E. Main St., is 
sponsoring its eighth annual 
Holiday Vendor Show from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 7.

There will be numerous 
vendors to help get Christmas 
shopping done at one place.

Lower Swatara Fire 
has Santa breakfast

Lower Swatara Volunteer 
Fire Department, 1350 Full-
ing Mill Road, Middletown, is 
sponsoring a Breakfast with 
Santa from 9 to 11 a.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 7.

For more information, visit 
lowerswatarafire.com or call 
717-566-3108. 

Olde Factory holiday 
open house coming up

The Olde Factory Antiques 
and Crafts, 139 S. Hanover 
St., Hummelstown, will hold 
its Holiday Open House from 
Wednesday, Dec. 4 to Sunday, 
Dec. 8. 

Refreshments will be served 
Saturday, Dec. 7. For more 
information, call 717-566-5685.

Bingo blast at 
Hummelstown Fire

 Hummelstown Fire Com-
pany, 249 E. Main St., Hum-
melstown, is sponsoring its 
Bingo Blast Saturday, Nov. 30. 

Doors open at 4 p.m., and 
bingo starts at 7 p.m.

TOWN TOPICS

Happy Thanksgiving, y’all. I 
wish you a beautiful, happy and 
thankful holiday. 

This is a great time of  the year 
to reflect on things we should be 
thankful for, but often overlook. 
Can we ever have too much 
gratitude or thankfulness in us? 

I’m thankful for this: 20! 
The number 20 reminds me of  

a new year. 
Thinking about December 

makes me think about January, 
which has me looking forward to 
writing — or typing — 2020, and 
it’s exciting! Who isn’t excited 
about the year 2020? 

Have a wonderful week, and 
feel free to share your news with 

me. 

Birthdays 
Best wishes for a very happy 

birthday to buddy Patty Kuharic 
of  Lower Swatara Township on 
Wednesday, Nov. 27. Enjoy your 
extra-special holiday weekend! 

Happy birthday to Ed Schoen 
of  Lower Swatara on Nov. 

27. Wishing you a wonderful 
Wednesday!

Kim Schoen of  Lower Swatara 
marks her birthday and turkey 
day Thursday, Nov. 28. Enjoy 
and celebrate!

Best wishes to Todd Houser Sr. 
of  Lower Swatara on Thanksgiv-
ing. I hope your Thursday is full 
of  joy on your birthday, Nov. 28. 

Lori Eshenaur gets three hip-
hip-hoorays on Friday, Nov. 29. 
Happy birthday to this remark-
able woman and sweet friend! 

Hey, Tehya Johnson of  Middle-
town marks her 17th glitter and 
sparkles birthday on Friday, 
Nov. 29. Happy birthday all 
weekend !

Happy first day of  December 
birthday to Cameron Bendgen 
on Sunday. Congrats on being 
the big 30! 

Shannon Myers of  Lower 
Swatara celebrates 40 reasons to 
be happy Monday, Dec. 2. Best 
wishes for a fabulous week! 

Here is a happy birthday 
shout-out to Megan Saltzer of  
Lower Swatara on Dec. 3. I hope 
27 beautiful thing happen to you 
on Tuesday! 

Happy birthday to Chris 
Hughes of  Lower Swatara. En-
joy your Tuesday cake-and-ice 
cream day Dec. 3. 

Happy cake-and-ice cream day 
to Sarah Fahnestock of  Lower 
Swatara. Her snappy happy day 
is Tuesday, Dec. 3. Enjoy it all 
week long, Sarah!

Anniversary 
Happy wedding anniversary 

to Shawn and Rosanna Tully 
of  Lower Swatara Township 
on Thursday, Nov. 28. Enjoy 
celebrating 27 years as well as 
celebrating Thanksgiving! 

Tasty Roasted Peanuts 
4 c. dry roasted peanuts 

1 egg white 
1 tsp. water
1 c. sugar 
1 Tbsp. pumpkin pie spice 
Beat together egg white and 

water, not too stiff. 
Toss nuts in egg white mix 

and coat. Then toss in sugar and 
spice. 

Place on baking sheet at 300 
degrees for 20 to 25 minutes. Stir 
halfway through baking time. 
Enjoy. 

Township meetings 
The following December 

Lower Swatara Township meet-
ings will be held in the munici-
pal building on Spring Garden 
Drive at 7 p.m.:
Board of Commissioners: Wednes-
day, Dec. 4 and 18.
Municipal Authority: Monday, Dec. 
16.
Planning Commission: Thursday, 
Dec. 19. 

Ladies brunch 
All women are invited to mark 

their calendars for the Decem-
ber Hershey Area Women’s 
Connection brunch from 9:30 
to 11:15 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 
4, at Hershey Italian Lodge, 128 
Hillcrest Road in Hershey.

The theme, “There’s Music in 
the Air,” features Richard and 
Judith Hiler of  Hummelstown 
presenting a variety of  trumpet 
and vocal Christmas melodies. 
Susan Hutchinson of  New-
town will speak about her walk 
through discovery, diagnosis, 
and the challenge of  facing an 
uncertain future. 

For reservations, contact Joy 
at 717-450-5400 or Mary at 717-
533-3497 or email joymaclean8@
comcast.net. 

This event is affiliated with 
Christian Women’s Clubs of  
America. 

Quote of the Week 
“What is in our hearts and 

minds will be revealed in our 
words and actions.” — Anony-
mous 

Question of the Week 
What is a simple, often over-

looked thing to be thankful 
about? 

“Having a warm coat, hat and 
gloves in really cold weather.” 
— Sue Lawruk, Lower Swatara 
Township.

“For my Kitty. My stuffed cat. 
I’ve had her for four years.” — 
Julia Killeen, 5, Camp Hill. 

“I’m thankful for the caregiv-
ers for my mom in her assisted-
living home.” Tish Dragonette, 
Gilbert, Arizona. 

“Listening to the way my 
3-year-old makes sense of  the 
world, makes me more thought-
ful as I see it all from his per-
spective. I’m thankful for him.” 
— Kerri Clark, Connellsville.

“Family, life, friends.” — Bill 
Wood, Sparta, New Jersey.

“Health. Feeling well.” — 
Scott Ackerman, Singer Island, 
Florida. 

“The community I am sur-
rounded by. Harding University 
is a loving place and I often 
overlook just how an amazing 
of  an environment it is.” — Erin 
Weiss, 21, Searcy, Arkansas.

“Clothes!” — Spencer Odom, 
11, Lower Paxton Township. 

“Spiders, because they eat all 
the bad bugs.” — Jameson Hoff-
man, 7, Linglestown. 

Proverb for the Week 
He who diligently seeks good 

finds favor, but trouble will come 
to him who seeks evil (11:27).

Reach LaVonne Ackerman at 
717-649-7366 or by email at La-
VonneAck@comcast.net.

Oops ... a correction
Happy belated 59th anniversary to 
Jeanne and Joseph P. Spagnolo 
Sr. Their special day was Nov. 26. 
Enjoy your special day all week long! 
I apologize for the typo in last week’s 
column. 

Middletown Area Middle School recently announced its distin-
guished honor roll and honor roll for the first period. Distin-
guished Honor Roll requires all “A’s” or perfect marks. For the 
Honor Roll, a student must earn all “A’s” and “B’s.”

Distinguished Honor Roll
Eighth grade: Emma Adams, 

Alton Akakpo-Martin, Aaliyah 
Allensworth, Tillman Artell, Talan 
Baxter, Amelia Birtch, Neysha-
lie Bonilla Ruiz, Ella Brandt, Allie 
Cleland, Ryan Coburn, Nyah Courts, 
Ava David, Isabella Devaney, Bipasha 
Devkota, Max Dupes, Chase Eberly, 
Lorelei Elliott, Emma Erkenswick, 
Ryan Foreacre, Madeline Fox, 
Gabriella Garisto, Brandon Gipe, 
Mason Gratkowski, Caiden Halbleib, 
Hailey Hemperly, Payton Hershey, 
Alexis Hoffman, Chloe Kahler, Averie 
Kalonick, Michael Keating, David 
Kemmerling, Micah Krajsa, Mela-
nie Langford, Charles Lawrence, 
Luke LeKites, Xavier McClinton, 
Gabrielle Messner, Lilliana Mildner, 
Adam Moore, Ryleigh Myers, Donald 
Neidig, Mae Newman, Kaleb Nissley, 
Riya Patel, Mychaela Peters, Jayden 
Rider, Samantha Rine, Nevaeh Sha-
fer, Dominic Singh, Chance Sweeney, 
Rylie Teets, Julia Templeton, Layla 
Wall, Paige Weyant, Taylor Witmyer, 
Sara Yeich, and Addisyn Yospa.

Seventh grade: Tyson Bomb-
erger, Ava Conrad, Adrian Corradi, 
MacKenna Cuddy, Mason Dudash, 
Sofia Eshleman, Landen Freeman, 
Derrick Green, Hayden Herneisey, 
Kylie Hickoff, Johnathan Horetsky, 
Hannah Hottenstein, Addison 
Huber, Nicholas Kleinfelter, Ellie 
LeKites, Keira Maple, Alexis Marietta, 
Madyson Miller, Timothy Moore, 
Shawn Muller, Gabreyella O’Donnell, 
Thooria Olaoye, Cassidy Pomraning, 
Martin Romain, Lily Runion, Julianne 
Schanke, Nina Schreffler, Cameron 
Scully, Noah Sheaffer, and Tyrel 
Yealy.

Sixth grade: Haley Adams, 
Greyson Albert, Eliza Artell, Savan-
nah Bell, Brayden Blockus, EvaMarie 
Bohn, Taylor Bunnell, Emma Cleland, 
Nicole Cobb, Vanessa Crankfield, Ek-
marie Curet Torres, Harmony Dayd, 
Sean Erkenswick, Brendan Fox, 
Destiney Gassert, Tanner Gladwin, 
Ainsley Gomboc, Kayla Gordy, Riley 
Grabuloff, Caden Grady, Delaney 

Gratkowski, Jaquelyn Guardian-
Uribe, Zoe Handwerk, Gabrielle 
Harvey, Madeline Heagy, Jazmin 
Hensley, Kenadee Hileman, Bailey 
Johnston, Caine Kalonick, Anwitha 
Kandula, Ariyah Kimble, Kyle Kinsey, 
Jayla Koser, Maya Krajsa, Kaelan 
Lakomskis, Aiden Lancaster, Austin 
McCorkel, Aydan Miller, Jacob Miller, 
Mitchell Miscevich, Addison Mowl, 
Connor Murphy, Riley Nye, Meghan 
OBrien, Barbara Oritz Saldana, 
Heberto Ortiz Segura, Rashi Patel, 
Kalia Plaunt, Natalia Poust, Carissa 
Prestopine, Kylie Reyes, Elijah Rider, 
Luis Roman-Quinones, Lindsey Rus-
so, Derick Sandstrom, Ella Sheaffer, 
Tyson Snyder, Kole Steffenhagen, 
Kaeden Steinbacher, Caden Stone, 
Michael Swartz, Meghan Symonies, 
Olivia Van Eik, Rosalia Vargas, Cyrus 
Villarrial, Maxwell Williams, Benjamin 
Yeich, Eyassu Yosedik, Chasen Yospa, 
and Greydon Young.

Honor Roll
Eighth grade: Elias Azzat, Dylan 

Barbush, Moses Bowens, Jessica 
Brenner, Riley Buffington, Giana 
Cheng, Jordyn Clark, Lael Clark, Luis 
Cortes, Isaiah Crosson, Arpana Da-
hal, Mackenzie Diffendall, Shanaya 
Dorcely, Zoe Dumez, Kiley Etter, 
Allison Geesaman, Robert Gomboc, 
Samantha Hardy, Dyanna Hernan-
dez, Kaden Hileman, Ian Hoffman, 
Bryce Hrivnak, Trey Kephart, Aiden 
Klick, Tyson Leach, Jadyn Maple, 
Evan Mariano, Avalyna May, Mikael 
Monge Sanchez, Claire Munnelly, 
Joe Myers, Aaron Nordai, Barakat 
Oloyede, Isabel Ramroop, Jose San-
chez Gonzalez, Carelyn Santiago, 
Ariana Serrano, Dakota Shertzer, 
Nathaniel Skrinak, Elwin Torres 
Figueroa, Rachel Trefz, Darrius West, 
Olivia Yeich, and Ella Young. 

Seventh grade: Vanessa Adams, 
Kirsten Althouse, Leticia Alvarez, 
Aleel Batts, Kylee Baumbach, Isabel 
Beaston, Logan Benner, Maximilian 
Bohn, Paige Bollinger, Aren Brice, 
Kaylee Bucher, Kilee Bucher, Emma 
Buffington, Hope Burger, Grant Car-
penter, Lillian Carper, Grace Cenko, 

Peyton Chisholm, Aliyah Claggett, 
Landon Cochran, Enzo Corradi, 
Geno Corradi, Hannah Coy, Matthew 
Dodds, Jayliana Dohner, Owen Fales, 
Quinn Gallagher, Elizabeth Gingrich, 
Ethan Gladwin, Luis Gonzalez Bravo, 
Austin Grimm, Adolfo Hinojosa, Hai-
ley Hoerner, Danika Horn, Murphy 
Hughes, Bawi Iang, Noah Jackson, 
Joy Jiang, Marquis Kane, Arianna 
Laverty, Mason Lupp, Gina Prisbe, 
Bradyn Pristello, Emily Rafter, Devin 
Ruzansky, Ayanna Santiago, Nathan-
iel Santos Villegas, Madison Schmitt, 
Edward Serrano, Krish Shah, Mat-
thew Sieber, Marco Smallwood, 
Elizabeth Stephenson, Addison 
Stiffler, Eisley Thomas, Joshua Tlu-
mach, Jayla Tucker, Brenden Wegert, 
Connor White, and Karan Yonjan.

Sixth grade: Aupshal Bhujel, Ja-
cob Book, Benjamin Brunson, Chloe 
Clark, Zachary Colon, James Crone, 
Destinie Davis, Aaron Deardorff, 
Adrian Delgado, Hayleigh Dent, Caid-
en Devert, Zackary Dinger, Madi-
son Durr, Jackson Ebersole, Sean 
Edelman, Elijah Einzig, Aaliyah Fries, 
Brittany Garner, Rachel Gatesman, 
Taylor Gingrich, Paola Gonzalez 
Mendez, Djelal Grachanin, Rachael 
Hammer, Anyis Hassan, Malik 
Haviland, Esmeralda Herrera, Lena 
Jones, Joseph Jorich, Isaiah Kane, 
Will Korsak, Ahliya Kosir, Samuel 
Kostoff, Jayceon Levi, Makayla Long, 
Abraham Longacre, Isa Markert, 
Ava Martin, Syncere Matthews, 
Jacob Mazer, Samantha McClellan, 
Brandon McGuire, Kaylee Miller, 
Miles Miscevich, Janielys Moreno 
Zambrana, Kloey Newman, Viannery 
Pena Nunez, Toni Pittman, Madison 
Pressley, Lameek Reddick, Brayden 
Reigle, Paul Reiseg, Rowan Rodkey, 
Jamen Rodriguez, Nashayli Rodri-
guez, Joshua Romberger, Abbigail 
Rooney, Alexander Rosser, Benjamin 
Seiders, Joshua Selby, Olivia Shank, 
Rhylan Sharon, Kiley Shomper, Rae-
lyne Shoop, Jacob Shott, Maci Shutt, 
Melynie Smallwood, Maggie-Marie 
Snyder, Mason Stiffler, Ian Stott, 
Ian Strausbaugh, Kaiden Traveny, 
Benjamin VanBuren, Katelyn Wag-
ner, Gavin Weyant, Quamari Willard, 
Bryce Wingard, Strummer Wood-
worth, Hailey Wright, Skyler Yinger, 
Landon Young, Carter Zeiters, and 
Harmonei Zerbe.

Middletown Area Middle School 
releases honor rolls for first quarter

LDMS students sing in 
Boyz Noyz honor choir

Lower Dauphin Middle 
School eighth-graders Nathan 
Wolfe, Enzo Dreon and Silas 
Howard; and seventh-graders 
Tavian Boone, Seth Kazinski, 
Paul Saylor, Dylan Kreiss, and 
Hunter Meyers performed 
Friday in the Boyz Noyz honor 
choir of  the local chapter of  
the Pennsylvania Chapter of  
American Choral Directors 
Association.

The boys sang at Cedar Cliff 
High School under the direction 
of  Matt Dickinson.
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Christopher B Dixon, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

29 S Union St Suite 110 
Middletown, PA 17057 
717-944-1206
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCH SERVICES

To list your church service here, call 717-944-4628 
or email info@pressandjournal.com for more information.

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown
717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF
Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

New Beginnings Church 
at the Riverside Chapel
630 South Union St., Middletown • 717-388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 717-944-4322
Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown
Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Sunday Worship - 10 am 
Sunday Church School  - 9 am - for all ages
Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   
Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown
PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Phone 717-944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street, Middletown • 717-944-5835
Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of  441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766 
Sunday Worship:
Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am
Christian Child Care - 717-985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown, 717-944-6181 
Sunday School - 9 am, Worship - 10:15 am, www.eumch.org

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church 
Calvary church has been a part of  the Middle-
town Borough community since 1936. It has been 
our privilege to proclaim the good news of  Jesus 
Christ all these years and to do so knowing the 
good news has never changed in over 2000 years. 
We firmly hold to the Apostles’ Creed and the 
Westminster Confession of  Faith and its Larger 
and Shorter Catechisms as clearly teaching what 
Scripture teaches. If  we believe the Gospel of  
Christ, then by trusting in his death and resur-

rection for sinners we will be forgiven and saved from God’s wrath. 
Please join us each Sunday to hear the Gospel. Learn more at: www.
calvaryopc.com. 

Our worship services are at 
10:15 a.m. and 6 p.m. We are 
located at the corner of  Spruce 
and Emaus streets here in 
Middletown. We have a fellow-
ship meal following the 10:15 a.m. 
morning worship service on the 
first Sunday of  every month, free 

to all who come. We also have 
Sunday school classes for all ages 
at 9 a.m. and a Bible Study and 
prayer meeting each Wednesday 
at 7 p.m. We are studying the 
power of  prayer on Wednesday 
nights. 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 
Ebenezer United Methodist Church and Child-
care, 890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown invites 
everyone to join us for worship on Sunday 
mornings lead by Pastor Brad Gilbert. Our 
services are relaxed and casual. We offer a 
traditional service at 8:45 a.m. and a contempo-
rary service with a band (electric guitars) at 
10:45 a.m. At 10 a.m., between services, there is a 
variety of  Christian Education classes for all 
ages. 

We have several things hap-
pening at Ebenezer and all are 
welcome. There is a prayer time, 
“Partners in Prayer” that meets 
the first Monday of  each month 
at 7 p.m. Through scripture, 
song, and meditation we experi-
ence the joy of  God’s presence. 

Have a favorite board game? 
“Game Night” is every third 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. We also offer 
a variety of  other groups includ-
ing Bible studies. 

Any questions please call us 
at 717-939-0766 or e-mail us at 
ebenezerumc890@outlook.com.

Evangelical United Methodist Church 
Evangelical Church is located on the corner of  
Spruce and Water Streets at 157 E. Water St., 
Middletown, south of  Main St., behind the 
Turkey Hill convenience store. We invite you to 
attend our Sunday morning activities: Sunday 
school is at 9 a.m. and worship is at 10:15 a.m. 
When you walk in the door, you will see people of  
all ages and walks of  life, some dressed formally 
and others casually in jeans and sneakers. Come 
as you are. Our greeters wear nametags, so they 

are easy to find and they will be happy to help you if  you need any 
assistance or have a question. We celebrate communion the first 
Sunday of  each month. In the spirit of  Jesus Christ, and as a congre-
gation in the United Methodist Church, we welcome all (baptized or 
un-baptized) to partake of  the holy sacrament. We invite you to 
experience life at Evangelical UMC. Whether you are looking for a 
community, are lonely, searching for the meaning of  life, or want to 
know more about Jesus, our doors are open for you. Check our 
website to learn more about us: www.eumch.org.

This week’s worship assis-
tants are as follows: Pastor – Lee 
Ellenberger; Liturgist – Chris 
Broyles; Organist – Don Cowsert; 
Children’s Time – Kim Schlicher; 
Audio Visual – Steve Moyer, 
Justin Hahn and Jamal Warren; 
Head Usher – Scott Green; Nurs-
ery Caregivers – Deb Lidle and 
Joyce Moyer.

This week’s schedule of  activi-
ties is as follows:

Wed., Nov.27: 6 p.m., Alcohol-

ics Anonymous Group Book 
Study; 6:30 p.m., Choir rehearsal 
in sanctuary; 7 p.m., Cantata 
rehearsal.

Sun., Dec. 1: 9 a.m., Sunday 
school for all ages; 10:15 a.m., 
Worship Service with Commu-
nion; 4 p.m., Youth Christmas 
Gathering.

Tues., Dec. 3: 2 p.m., Prayer 
Shawl Ministry; 6 p.m., God’s 
Kitchen at Wesley, meal provided 
by Geyers. 

Geyers United Methodist Church 
God is Calling YOU!  How is God working in your 
life? Where do you see Him in your everyday 
tasks? How is He helping to Open Minds, Open 
Hearts, and Open Doors? Geyers United Method-
ist Church invites you to worship with us each 
Sunday at 9 a.m., enjoy Coffee Fellowship at 10 
a.m. and attend our 10:30 a.m. Bible Study so that 
we can help you better understand the answers 
to these questions and many more. Our Vision 
Statement is Acknowledge Christ in all we do 

and share Him with others and we keep that at the forefront of  our 
minds in all the missions this church does. 

This fall our sermon series 
will be “The Stories Behind the 
Hymns.” Each week we as a 
church unite in singing hymns of  
praise to God. Many of  them are 
very familiar and we often know 
the tunes by heart. But there is a 
meaning behind each of  the hymns 
that we often do not know. In this 
series we will explore the meaning 
behind the hymn we know and love 
well. Please join us in this time of  
worship.

D.A.W.G.S. (Dynamic And Wig-
gly God Seekers). Come and join 
us every Wednesday from 6:30 to 
8 p.m. Little DAWGS ages 3 - first 
grade, Big DAWGS second grade – 
middle school. Share the fun and 
bring a friend with you to enjoy 
stories, games, crafts, music, Gaga 
Ball, science fun and snacks. Free 
Club T-Shirts for Everyone!

Nonperishable food items are 
collected for the Middletown Food 
Bank each Sunday. Campbell Soup 
labels, education box tops, printer 
ink cartridges and soda tabs are 
also collected weekly.

Consider volunteering at Mis-
sion Central the fourth Tuesday of  
each month. We will leave Geyers 
at 8:15 a.m. and return about noon. 
Please wear closed toe shoes. Con-
tact Kathy Espenshade for more 

information. Make reservations to 
attend by calling the church office.

The church has had many new 
exciting additions in the past year! 
Geyers has completed expanding 
their building. The building project 
includes the addition of  a handi-
cap-accessible restroom on the top 
floor as well as an elevator to allow 
travel from the first floor to the 
basement floor without use of  the 
stairs. Please join us on any Sun-
day morning to see the changes. 
Wesley, Geyers, Evangelical, High-
spire, and New Thing churches 
team up to provide a free meal each 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at Wesley United 
Methodist Church in Middletown. 
All are welcomed, so whether you 
need a good home-cooked meal, a 
night off from cooking, or a friend 
to talk to, come out and enjoy a 
meal with us.

For more information, please 
visit our website at geyersumc.com 
and like our page Geyers United 
Methodist Church on Facebook to 
keep up with our current events. 

Geyers is located at 1605 
South Geyers Church Road, Mid-
dletown in Londonderry Town-
ship. Pastor Steve Atanasoff and 
the church office can be reached 
at 717-944-6426 or geyerschurch@
verizon.net.

New Beginnings Church of Middletown
We are an independent body of  believers offering 
God’s invitation for a new beginning to all who 
seek it. We exist to meet the spiritual, emotional 
and physical needs of  all people through faith in 
Jesus Christ. We are a Safe Sanctuary congrega-
tion.  New Beginnings Church invites you to 
worship with us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
Nursery and children’s church is provided. Our 
congregation meets at Riverside Chapel, 630 S. 
Union St., next to the Rescue Fire Company. 

Sunday School for all ages is at 9 a.m. We are handicap accessible 
via ramp at back door. For additional church information call 
717-388-1641. For security purposes our back and side doors will be 
locked every Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m. at the start of  worship. 
The only door for entry after that will be the front door.

The community is invited to 
our contemporary service on 
Monday evenings at 7 p.m. enti-
tled “New Beginnings Unchained 
Worship Fellowship.” Persons 
who have no church affiliation or 
are seeking to grow in their faith 
in their relationship with God 
are invited. We invite you to 
come and check out our service.

Sundays: Children’s choir 
rehearsal Sundays at 10 a.m.; 
Youth Fellowship meets the 
first two Sunday evenings of  the 
month from 5 to 7 p.m. as a fam-
ily oriented meeting and serves a 
congregation/community dinner 
the 3rd Sundays after church. 

Mondays: Men meet for prayer 
at 6 a.m. Community men are 
invited; Sociable Seniors group 
meets the 1st and 3rd Mondays 
from 12 to 3 p.m., lunch included. 
All are welcome.

Wednesdays: Choir practice at 
6:30 p.m.

Thursdays: Blanket makers 
meet the 1st and 2nd Thursdays 
of  the month; Bible study at 7 
p.m. followed by Intercessory 
Prayer.

Saturdays: We clean the 
Middletown Food Bank the 3rd 
Saturday every other month. The 
community is invited to partici-

pate in these important areas of  
our church life.

Greeter for December: Nancy 
Leister. Children’s Church lead-
ers for Sun., Dec. 1: Pam Eberly 
and Bonnie Harper.

Our prayer garden in the rear 
of  the yard has an 8-foot cross 
that is made out of  nails. It is 
illuminated every night from 8 
p.m. to midnight. From spring to 
winter benches are provided to 
use to meditate or just enjoy the 
beauty and quietness along the 
Swatara Creek.

Pastor Britt writes a devotional 
on the Facebook page “Pastor 
Britt Strohecker.” 

Our Sunday worship service 
is broadcast on the MAHS radio 
station, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. 
every Sunday afternoon. Listen 
on the radio or the Internet at 
wmssfm.com. Click on “Listen 
Live” at top and then “Main 
Stream 1.” Check us out on our 
website at www.newbeginning-
schurchmiddletownpa.com.

Pastor Britt’s parting words 
each Sunday: “Nothing in this 
world is more important than the 
love of  Jesus Christ!” We invite 
you to come and experience this 
love. 

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown 
The Presbyterian Congregation is located at 290 
N. Union St. in downtown Middletown. We are a 
body of  Christian people who reach out to others 
by sharing God’s Word, love, and fellowship. 
Warm greetings to one and all as we seek to grow 
closer to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Please join us on 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. as Pastor Christian Neu-
baum leads us in worship. Our sanctuary is 
air-conditioned and handicapped accessible, and 
there are also hearing devices for anyone want-

ing to use one. Nursery is available during the service, as well as 
Bible Listening bags for children to utilize during the service. Do 
join us. 

You are invited on Sundays from 
9:15-10:15 a.m. in Fellowship Hall 
for our Adult Forum. The Christ-
mas holidays are nearly upon us 
and sometimes the rush and activi-
ties seem to overwhelm what some 
see as the real joy of  Christmas. 
In the four weeks of  December, we 
will be discussing the insights from 
the book “Unplug the Christmas 
Machine” by Jo Robinson and Jean 
Coppock Staeheli. The idea is to 
help us figure out what we really 
want the holiday to be like and 
then creating a plan to get there. 
Led by Susannah Gal and Melanie 
Luther, we will discuss some of  the 
challenges we’ve found for our-
selves and provide an opportunity 
to imagine our fantasy holiday. The 

book provides some great strate-
gies for working on putting the 
joy into Christmas that allows us 
to remember the “reason for the 
season.” The plan for this week is 
to discuss current challenges and 
define values

All are welcome as we study the 
Bible and reflect on how the scrip-
tures can inform and inspire us to 
“walk the talk” in our daily lives 
and to be responsible and faithful 
Christians as we confront the criti-
cal issues of  our time. 

For further information, see our 
website www.pcmdt.org, visit our 
Facebook page (www.facebook.
com/PresbyterianCongregation), 
or call the office.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring & Union 
Streets (121 N. Spring St), Middletown. We are a Rec-
onciling In Christ Church. Visit our website at 
www.stpetersmiddletown.org. Please join us for 
worship. Luther Hall Sunday, Adult Sunday church 
school at 9 a.m. Our worship times are: Sunday 
morning worship at 10 a.m. Sunday Church school 
for all ages begins at 9 a.m.; Wednesday morning at 
10 a.m., Good Shepherd Chapel; Saturday evening at 
5 p.m., Good Shepherd Chapel. For Wednesday and 

Saturday services please enter the church through the parking lot 
doors. Our Sunday worship service is broadcast on WMSS 91.1FM at 11 
a.m.

On Dec. 8 immediately following 
the 10 a.m. service, Adult Sunday 
school will be held in Luther Hall.

Free Little Library: St. Peter’s 
has a Free Little Library located 
at the entrance door by the park-
ing lot. This Free Little Library 
belongs to everyone. Anyone may 
use it. The books are always free. 
It is not necessary to give a book to 
take a book. Come take a look, read 
a book!

Check us out on Facebook - St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church Middle-
town, PA. Go ahead “like” our 
Facebook page

Thrivent Member Pop Tab Chal-
lenge – If  you drink soda or enjoy 
soups that have a silver pop tab, 
pop them off and start saving them. 
Thrivent Financial is collecting 
these silver tabs because they can 
make a BIG impact on the families 
at Ronald McDonald House. We 
have a Red Box for our tab collec-
tion by the church office, which is 
located off the parking lot entrance. 

Community Carol Sing: On Nov. 
30 at 4 p.m. our annual Carol Sing 
will take place at St. Peter’s Kierch, 
which is located at the corner 
of  High & Union Streets here in 
Middletown. At 8 p.m. the same 
evening, the Community Christ-
mas Tree lighting will occur right 
beside the Kierch offering free 
food, hot chocolate, cookies, crafts, 
and free horse drawn carriage 
rides, as well as the arrival of  St. 
Nicholas. 

Gay Men’s Chorus Holiday 

Concert will be held on Tuesday, 
Dec. 8. Confessions of  an Elf(ie) 
will be presented in Luther Hall at 
4 p.m. This Holiday Concert is free 
of  charge.

“Blue” Advent will be held on 
Friday, Dec. 18 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Sanctuary. This service will be a 
service where we can come and 
grieve about our loved ones or life 
circumstances during these dif-
ficult holiday seasons. Come give 
your worries to God in this con-
templative, candle lit service.

Mental Health First Aid Train-
ing: WellSpan Philhaven is provid-
ing a certified and clinically proven 
Mental Health First Aid Training 
to members of  St. Peter’s and all 
citizens in the area at no cost in 
Luther Hall on Tues., Jan. 28, 2020 
at 9 a.m. This 8-hour training will 
equip people who may not possess 
mental health clinical training to 
learn to identify, understand and 
respond to signs of  mental illness 
and substance use. Upon comple-
tion of  this course, you will be able 
to help a friend, family member or 
colleague in need of  assistance.

In the same way that CPR helps 
you assist an individual having a 
medical emergency, Mental Health 
First Aid helps you assist someone 
experiencing a mental health-re-
lated problem or crisis, even if  you 
have no clinical training. Seating 
is limited and advance registration 
is required to attend by contacting 
Don Hossler 717-944-2250.

Another gun in HIA 
carry-on luggage
By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

A West Hanover Township 
man was cited with disorderly 
conduct after he allegedly had a 
loaded handgun in his carry-on 
bag at the security checkpoint 
at Harrisburg International 
Airport.

Airport police responded to the 
checkpoint at 5:39 a.m. Nov. 17. 
According to a TSA press release, 
a .380 caliber handgun loaded 
with seven bullets was inside a 
brown leather backpack. It was 
found when the possessions of  
James L. Douglas, 64, entered 
the X-ray machine. 

Douglas reportedly claimed he 

forgot he had his gun with him. 
According to TSA, this is the 

seventh gun caught at the check-
point this year, surpassing the 
six guns caught in 2018. 

This is the third gun caught 
this month. Scott Davis, 61, 
of  Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 
pleaded guilty Nov. 18 to disor-
derly conduct after he reportedly 
had two unloaded .22 caliber 
handguns in his carry-on Nov. 9. 

People are allowed to travel 
with a firearm in their checked 
bags if  the firearm is properly 
packaged and declared, accord-
ing to TSA. The firearm has to 
be unloaded, packed in a hard-
sided case, locked and packed 
separately from ammunition. 

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

A Lancaster County man 
who had been charged in con-
nection with the March 14 fatal 
drug overdose of  a woman in 
Middletown is to be sentenced in 
Dauphin County Court by Judge 
Deborah E. Curcillo on Jan. 28.

Joseph Alan Tozer, 33, of  Co-
lumbia, pleaded guilty to manu-
facture, delivery, or possession 
with intent to manufacture or 
deliver; and to criminal use of  
a communication facility, As-
sistant District Attorney John 
R. Canavan IV told the Press & 

Journal.
Tozer had also been charged 

with drug delivery resulting in 
death. That charge was with-
drawn, Canavan said.

Police charged Tozer on March 
19, following the fatal overdose 
of  Carla Nelson, 47.

Nelson was found dead in her 
apartment at 21 S. Union St. She 
had overdosed from a combina-
tion of  cocaine, fentanyl and 
Oxycodone, according to arrest 
records filed by police.

Tozer was released from Dau-
phin County Prison on Nov. 12 
after posting $5,000 unsecured 
bail, according to court records.

Sentencing set for Jan. 28 
in fatal Middletown drug OD
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ARIES March 21-April 20
Even though you’re not typi-
cally wild and crazy by nature, 
a more risk-taking, playful side 
comes out this week. Your sig-
nificant other or friends may 
be caught off guard.
TAURUS April 21-May 21
Even if you are confronted by 
bad news, do not let it sideline 
you too long. You are resilient 
and can bounce back quickly. 
GEMINI May 22-June 21
You may decide to reveal a 
secret side of yourself. There 
is a part of you that is looking 
for a deeper level of intimacy, 
and you are ready to take the 
next step.

CANCER June 22-July 22
This is a good time to rest 
and relax. Although you may 
have chores to tackle and 
bills to pay, do what you can 
to disconnect from work and 
worries. 
LEO July 23-Aug. 23
Home and technology figure 
largely this week. You may 
spend time rewiring a home or 
changing internet providers. 
Get the job finished promptly 
so you can relax.
VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22
You may have heard about 
being in the right place at the 
right time. This is especially 
true when trying to make a 

romantic match, which could 
be a possibility soon.
LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23
A jolt of energy this week could 
be the push you need to get 
some hard work done. Home 
improvements or a project at 
work can be the focus. 
SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22
You may have too much to do 
around the house and no idea 
where to start. Do not throw up 
your hands in frustration. Work 
on one thing at a time. 
SAGITTARIUS Nov. 23-Dec. 21
Be a cheerleader this week for 
others who may need a boost 
of positivity. You are generally 
great at encouraging others to 

put their best selves forward.
CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
Your discipline in how you ap-
proach your goals impresses 
others. As a result, you may 
soon be called on to help oth-
ers with their own work. 
AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18
If you have been running 
yourself ragged, you need to 
pull back and look at the bigger 
picture. Being down for the 
count for pushing yourself too 
much can be detrimental.
PISCES Feb. 19-March 20
All it takes is a few tweaks and 
you will have the answer that 
you have been seeking. Be 
patient and stay the course.

ACROSS
 1. Vital part of a lock
 5. Adherent of Zoro-

astrianism
10. European river
14. Nonprofit public 

health group
15. Make law
16. Three-banded 

armadillo
17. Monetary unit
18. Sandwich-like 

dishes
19. Sicilian city
20. Finger millet
22. Of she
23. Bullfighting ma-

neuvers
24. Lawyers
27. A place to relax
30. Often said after 

“Hee”
31. Supervises flying
32. Cheer of approval
35. Something spi-

ders twirl
37. Aggressive dog
38. Long-legged 

gazelle
39. Mogul emperor
40. Baltic peninsula
41. Fencing sword

42. A reward (ar-
chaic)

43. Pigeon sound
44. Type of groove
45. Inquire too closely
46. Nine Inch Nails’ 

debut (abbr.)
47. An often unwel-

come guest
48. Something you 

can draw
49. Songs to one’s 

lover
52. Eastern Cairo 

mosque
55. A partner to 

cheese
56. Absorption unit
60. A type of sand-

wich
61. Herbaceous plant
63. Chinese temple 

classification
64. Native person of 

central Volga 
65. Excessive fluid 

accumulation in 
tissues

66. Some take them 
up

67. South American 
nation

68. Threaten persis-
tently

69. Morningwear

DOWN
 1. German courtesy 

title
 2. Samoan capital
 3. A type of carpet
 4. Upper bract of 

grass
 5. Al Bundy’s wife
 6. In a careless way
 7. More uncommon
 8. Expressing con-

tempt
 9. Belonging to a 

thing
10. Adventure stories
11. Copycats
12. Farewell
13. Greek mythologi-

cal builder
21. Colorless, volatile 

liquid
23. Monetary unit of 

Burma
25. Bar bill
26. Body part
27. Mischievous child
28. Popular card 

game

29. Building occupied 
by monks

32. Spiritual leader
33. Independent ruler
34. He wrote about 

the Gold Rush
36. Bundle of 

banknotes
37. Corporate honcho
38. Touch softly
40. Made by oneself
41. Satisfies
43. Subcompact 

Toyota crossover
44. Cool!
46. Popular vegetable
47. Flower cluster
49. Transylvanian city
50. Robert and Ste-

phen are two
51. Philippine island
52. Canadian law 

enforcers
53. Wings
54. He played Perry 

Mason
57. Ballpoint pen
58. Metrical foot
59. It has nostrils
61. Confederate 

soldier
62. Take in solid food
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Be fashionable 
word search

Activewear
Anorak
Babydoll
Bandeau

Bell
Beret
Bias
Blouse
Bootleg
Boucle
Cape

Capri
Chemise
Column
Darts
Distressed
Embellish
Empire

Fabric
Fad
Flair
Garment
Halter
Neckline
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PUZZLES AND HOROSCOPE
SUDOKU  

Guess Who? answer: Tina Turner

Puzzles are a 9-by-9 
grid, broken down into 
nine 3-by-3 boxes. 
Nos. 1 through 9 must 
fill each row, column 
and box. Each number 
can appear only once 
in each row, column 
and box. Figure out the 
order by using the nu-
meric clues provided. 
The more you name, 
the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle.

GUESS WHO? (answer below Word Search)

I am a singer born in Tennessee on Nov. 26, 1939. As 
a child, I picked cotton and later worked as a nurse’s 
aide. Although I wanted to be a nurse, I had musical 
talent that helped earn me the nickname “The Queen 
of Rock and Roll.”

ANSWERS  |  PUZZLES BELOW

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Bottled water is being made 
available to travelers at Har-
risburg International Airport, 
after the airport’s water system 
exceeded a health advisory limit 
for the presence of  chemicals 
known as PFAS.

As for the Middletown public 
water system, system samples 
were tested in September for six 
types of  PFAS chemicals by the 
Pennsylvania Department of  En-
vironmental Protection.

Results came in below the health 
advisory limit of  70 parts per tril-
lion established by the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency, 
according to a letter from DEP 
to Suez provided to the Press & 
Journal by Middletown Borough 
Manager Ken Klinepeter.

The airport has its own water 
system, and the water is tested 
every two weeks. Samples drawn 
on Oct. 28 exceeded the 70 parts 
per trillion threshold, said airport 
spokesman Scott Miller.

Airport officials learned of  the 
test results on Nov. 14.

The airport issued a public 
notice that is posted for travelers 
at HIA. The notice also goes out 
to any users of  the airport water 
system.

The notice is required by the 
Pennsylvania DEP when the 
airport water system exceeds the 
70 parts per trillion threshold, 
Miller said.

The health advisory established 
by the EPA says that long-term 

exposure to drinking water that 
exceeds the PFAS threshold may 
have health consequences over a 
long period of  time, Miller said.

The airport is making the 
bottled water available to travelers 
and others at HIA as a precaution. 
The airport is not handing out the 
bottled water. Stations where the 
bottled water is available are set 
up near where the public notices 
are posted, Miller said.

Miller said he does not know 
how long it will take for the water 
in the HIA system to be back down 
under the health advisory limit 
for PFAS.

The airport Nov. 14 shut down 
one of  its wells which had the high 
concentration of  PFAS, according 
to the public notice. The airport 
tested the water system again 
on Nov. 13. Results received Nov. 
20 showed the water still testing 
above the 70 parts per trillion 
health advisory limit.

“We don’t know the source” of  
the PFAS, Miller said. 

Known as per-and polyfluo-
roalkyl substances, PFAS are a 
group of  manmade chemicals 
that have been manufactured and 
used in a variety of  industries in 
the United States and worldwide 
since the 1940s, according to the 
EPA website.

PFAS are or have been found in 
many consumer products such as 
cookware, food packaging, and 
stain repellents. 

Manufacturing and processing 
facilities, airports, and military 
installations that use (or used) 
firefighting foams are some of  the 

main sources of  PFAS, according 
to EPA.

According to EPA, studies in-
dicate that PFAS chemicals can 
cause reproductive and develop-
mental, liver and kidney, and im-
munological effects in laboratory 
animals. 

The chemicals have caused 
tumors in animals.

EPA says the most consistent 
findings are increased cholesterol 
levels among exposed populations, 
with more limited findings related 
to low infant birth weights, effects 
on the immune system, cancer, 
and thyroid hormone disruption.

Miller said that HIA is required 
by the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration to use a certain kind of  
foam that has some PFAS in it, 
because the foam is “very effective 
in putting out fires to save lives.”

The foam does not go into the 
ground but is disposed of  by the 
airport, he noted.

The airport was developed on 
the former Olmsted Air Force 
Base. DEP has identified military 
bases as a common source of  
PFAS.

Miller said that HIA is work-
ing with DEP to fix the situation, 
starting with plans to put a carbon 
filtration system on one of  the air-
port’s groundwater supply wells 
to filter out the PFAS.

Longer term, the airport wants 
to install a filtration system at the 
main water treatment plant that 
serves HIA.

In both cases, these remedies re-
quire approvals and permits that 
take time to obtain, Miller said.

HIA makes bottled water available 
to travelers because airport water 
system is over PFAS chemical limit

The heaviest traffic of  the year 
is predicted for Thanksgiving 
week on the Pennsylvania Turn-
pike as travelers head home for 
the holidays.

The turnpike is projecting that 
3.6 million cars and trucks will 
be on the road during the six-day 
period beginning Tuesday, Nov. 
26 and ending Sunday, Dec. 1. 

Motorists are encouraged to 
travel on lighter traffic days if  
possible.

According to the turnpike, the 
most heavily traveled days will be 
Tuesday, Nov. 26, and Wednesday, 
Nov. 27, with 715,000 and 735,000 
vehicles expected, respectively.

The periods of  heaviest traffic 
volumes will be 3 to 8 p.m. Tues-
day, Nov. 26; 7 to 8 p.m. Wednes-
day, Nov. 27; and noon to 8 p.m. 

Sunday, Dec. 1.
Thursday, Nov. 28 and Saturday 

Nov. 30, will be the least traveled 
days with 520,000 motorists on the 
road, followed by Friday, Nov. 29, 
with 545,000 motorists.

Delays and congestion are 
expected in the following areas 
during these times:

• From 4 to 8 p.m., Tuesday, 
Nov. 26, and Wednesday, Nov. 27, 
for mainline traffic westbound 
between Breezewood (exit 161) 
and New Stanton (exit 75), specifi-
cally near the Allegheny Tunnel.

• From noon to 6 p.m. Sunday, 
Dec. 1, for mainline traffic east-
bound between New Stanton (exit 
75) and Breezewood (exit 161), 
State Route 29 to Bensalem (exit 
351) and on the Northeastern 
Extension from Mid-County (exit 

20) to Lehigh Valley (exit 56).
Turnpike maintenance crews 

will suspend work from 5 a.m. 
Tuesday, Nov. 26, until 11 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 1. All lanes in each 
direction of  the turnpike will 
be open and available to accom-
modate heavier traffic volumes, 
except during possible emergen-
cies. Extra maintenance person-
nel will patrol the road, along 
with State Police.

This year also marks the first 
year that rifle season opens on 
Saturday, Nov. 30, after Thanks-
giving. Hunters are not permitted 
to park along the turnpike.

Heavier traffic might occur 
due to the change of  opening 
day, specifically affecting Friday, 
Nov. 29, and Sunday, Dec. 1, traffic 
volumes and delays.

Pennsylvania Turnpike says it expects 
heaviest traffic volume of year this week

Middletown officials say tests in September by the Department 
of Environmental Protection found borough levels to be safe

Harrisburg gas prices rose 
2.3 cents per gallon last week, 
averaging $2.75 a gallon Sunday, 
according to GasBuddy's daily 

survey of  241 stations. 
Gas prices in Harrisburg are 

4.3 cents per gallon higher than 
a month ago and 2.7 cents per 

gallon higher than a year ago.
The cheapest station in Har-

risburg is priced at $2.57 while 
the most expensive is $3.09.

Gas prices increase slightly in Harrisburg area
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About $700,000 that Middletown 
Borough Council wants to use for 
improvements on West Emaus 
Street would be money well-spent.

A state grant would help fund 
upgrades for lighting, curbs and 
sidewalks, and trees as part of  ex-
tending West Emaus to West Main 
Street.

The great news is that the bor-
ough has applied for $492,940 in 
grant funds from the Pennsylvania 
Department of  Transportation. The 
borough must provide a 30 percent 
match of  its own funds, equal to 
$211,260.

That’s not an insignificant 
amount, but the return on the in-
vestment would be worth it.

Extending West Emaus to West 
Main — and, in a way, to Penn State 
Harrisburg — is included in the 

plan to build the new Amtrak train 
station along West Main Street. The 
new station is scheduled to open 
in 2021 or 2022, depending on when 
Amtrak finishes moving its railroad 
tracks, according to the Pennsylva-
nia Department of  Transportation.

Once completed, there will be a 
straight shot for both Penn State 
students on foot and drivers coming 
in from the west.

Bringing West Emaus in line 
with the streetscape improvements 
from several years ago along Union 
Street will be a great move for the 
borough. Tattered Flag Brewery & 
Still Works, which sits at the corner 
of  Union and Emaus streets, brings 
in many out-of-towners. If  Emaus 
also is upgraded, the borough will 
leave an even better lasting impres-
sion on those visitors.

We also like one change that 
would be made to the previous 
streetscape effort, however. The 
crosswalks would not have pavers 
in the street along Emaus. The pav-
ers have become a borough main-
tenance headache, especially at 
the Union and Emaus intersection, 
because they get pulled out of  the 
ground too easily. You can clearly 
see that at the corner of  Union and 
Emaus.

But no discussion of  West Emaus 
Street would be complete without 
mentioning the Elks Theatre. 

We were disappointed to hear 
that the most recent effort by the 
borough’s Industrial and Commer-
cial Development Authority, which 
owns the theater, fell through.

The ICDA Sept. 27 had voted 
to accept an offer from Elk Cen-

ter LLC to purchase the 108-year 
old theater from the authority 
for $200,000, minus the authority 
providing Elk Center LLC with a 
$15,000 credit for the theater not 
being connected to public water and 
sewer lines.

After the potential owner did its 
“due diligence,” however, it pulled 
out. 

“From what I believe, they (Elk 
Center LLC) had financing issues. 
I believe they were having issues 
securing financing,” said Ian Red-
dinger, chairman of  the ICDA.

Without a tenant for the theater, 
West Emaus can never fulfill its full 
potential. 

The Friends of  the Elks Theatre, 
a nonprofit group, previously had 
sought to acquire the theater from 
the authority for $1. Is now the time 

to get that deal done?
We are not against a developer 

buying the theater and using it for 
something other than its historic 
use. It needs to be used in some 
way, and preferably put back on the 
borough tax rolls.

The area around West Emaus 
and Union streets looks so much 
better than it did five years ago. 
The streetscape project, Tattered 
Flag, improvements at the former 
Bunky’s, efforts at the McNair 
House, the repurposing of  the 
former thrift store into the Vintage 
Vault Gallery … the cumulative ef-
fect is wonderful.

We will keep an eye on the West 
Emaus grant application, and hope 
that PennDOT agrees with us that 
the money would have a great im-
pact on the borough.

House Speaker Nancy Pelosi just 
proposed one of  the most ambi-
tious healthcare reforms since the 
Affordable Care Act. She hopes her 
plan, the Lower Drug Costs Now 
Act, will reduce the “out of  control” 
prices that are “crushing Ameri-
cans at the pharmacy counter.”  

I served four terms in Congress 
with Pelosi, and I know she cares 
deeply about patients. Despite her 
good intentions, this bill would do 
little to reduce patients’ pharmacy 
bills. But it would deprive Ameri-
cans of  lifesaving treatments.

Consider the bill’s main provi-
sions, which would reduce govern-
ment — not patient — spending. 
One measure would impose steep 
fines on drug companies that raise 
prices faster than inflation. The rev-

enue collected would go straight 
to the Treasury Department. 
And the government wouldn’t be 
required to funnel those savings 
back to beneficiaries. 

Another measure would allow 
the government to cap the price 
of  250 brand-name medications. 

The caps would reduce government 
spending. But they wouldn’t neces-
sarily reduce patient cost-sharing.

Such measures would crush 
America’s biopharmaceutical in-
dustry. The bill would reduce drug 
companies’ revenues by $1 trillion 
in 10 years.  

That would hurt patients. Phar-
maceutical companies devote 17 
percent of  revenues to research and 
development. So a $1 trillion drop in 
revenues means research spending 
would fall by roughly $170 billion.  

Without this funding, scientists 
would develop far fewer medicines. 
Cutting drug prices by 40 to 50 
percent would result in up to 60 
percent fewer research and devel-
opment projects. Government price 

setting would slow drug develop-
ment so much, average life expec-
tancies could decline. 

Workers would also suffer. Amer-
ica’s biopharmaceutical industry 
supports 4.7 million U.S. jobs and 
generates more than $1.3 trillion in 
economic output.  

Pelosi can relieve Americans 
at the pharmacy counter without 
harming workers or patients. How? 
Target “pharmacy benefit manag-
ers.” 

PBMs help insurance compa-
nies decide which drugs to cover. 
This role gives PBMs considerable 
power. In 2018 alone, pharmaceu-
tical firms offered $166 billion in 
discounts.   

Those savings rarely trickle down 
to patients at the pharmacy. If  
Pelosi required PBMs and insurers 
to pass along those discounts to pa-
tients at the point of  sale, patients 
could save $93 billion over the next 
10 years. 

Pelosi could also work with Con-
gress to remove unnecessary barri-

ers to access posed by prescription 
drug plans. 

That includes things like “step 
therapy.” This common approval 
process requires physicians to 
prescribe the cheapest drugs first, 
even if  they are less effective than a 
more expensive drug.  

Roadblocks like this increase the 
likelihood that patients will devi-
ate from their treatment regimen. 
Prescription “non-adherence” 
is responsible for approximately 
125,000 preventable deaths per year, 
and costs our health care system up 
to $290 billion in avoidable medical 
expenses. 

Pelosi’s bill would hurt patients 
and scientists. 

Let’s hope she and the rest of  
my former Democratic colleagues 
rethink their approach.

Ron Klink is a former Democratic 
congressman from Pennsylvania 
and is currently senior policy 
adviser at Nelson Mullins Riley & 
Scarborough LLP.

Speaker Pelosi’s ambitious drug plan misses the mark

EDITORIALVIEW

West Emaus upgrade well worth the money

Pop the champagne! Open the 
caviar! The black, not the red, 
please. 

I celebrated two anniversaries 
in October.

First was my (our) 14th wed-
ding anniversary. Olga and I 
were married in Chisinau in 
2005. To commemorate the 
occasion, we went to the same 
restaurant where we had our 
first dinner together 14 years 
ago. Yep, it is still open.

The second was my “golden” 
anniversary. This was the 50th 
column I have contributed to the 
multi award-winning Press & 
Journal in Middletown.

Each column averaged a little 
more than 1,000 words, so they 
total in excess of  50,000 words. 
To put that into perspective — if  
in book form, it would constitute 
between 180 and 220 pages.

I remember in school when we 
had to write 500-word reports 
and I struggled to see how many 
“the’s,” “an’s”, “a’s” and other 
small words I could use to hit 
that amount.

No whining about the wine
The annual Moldovan Na-

tional Wine Festival was held 
the first weekend of  October.  
The No.1 crop (grapes) and final 
product (wine) were celebrated. 
We heard on the news that this 
year’s bumper grape crop was 
700,000 tons.

There were people from all 
over the world at the wine festi-
val. We met a Frenchman who 
had lived in Ecuador.

In 2018, the Chinese bought 

more than a million bottles 
of  Moldovan wine. For 
decades, England’s Queen 
Elizabeth has purchased 
wine from Moldova.

There were 68 wineries 
represented at the event. 

This was the largest exposition 
to date. A portion of  Chisinau’s 
six-lane main thoroughfare, 
Stefan cel Mare Boulevard, plus 
center city square were closed to 
accommodate the holiday.

We got very lucky. Initially, 
the prognostication for the 
weekend was for cold and rain. 
We bought rain boots. But the 
rain gods smiled favorably upon 
us. We never donned the new 
footwear in the almost perfect 
autumn weather.

For $11 each we sampled 24 
wines from the country’s prolific 
wineries, then purchased some. 
It was just like the Jerry Lee 
Lewis song ... “Drinkin’ wine, 
spo-dee-o-dee. Drinkin’ wine — 
pass that bottle to me.”

I met and spoke with the U.S. 
ambassador to Moldova, Dereck 
Hogan. I also got a photo of  
him schmoozing with the third 
Moldovan president, Vladimir 
Voronin, who initially organized 
the wine festival. 

Eight days later was “City 
Day,” commemorating Chi-
sinau’s 583rd anniversary. The 
wine festival was a large gath-
ering, but it dwarfed in com-
parison to City Day. Starting at 
9 a.m., the aforementioned main 
traffic artery was closed for 
about 1.5 miles. A multitude of  
vendors purveyed their wares on 
both sides of  the street, avenues 
and parks.

Tens of  thousands attended 
and enjoyed a spectacular 
fall day. Food and wine were 
again ubiquitous. Many stages 
were erected showcasing the 

country’s talent, from singing 
to national folkdance troupes 
resplendent in indigenous garb.

On one side street was a wres-
tling tournament. The winner 
was awarded a sheep. It sounds 
like Perry County.

In one park, a chess master 
played 15 simultaneous chess 
games.

The culmination of  the event 

began at 7:30 p.m. at the main 
stage. An orchestra and sing-
ers entertained thousands with 
nonstop Moldovan music until 
11 p.m. A spectacular fireworks 
display ended the evening.

Even though I feel very 
uncomfortable in large crowds, 
we fought our way through the 
throng for a few hours then 
returned home. We found that 

one local TV channel was broad-
casting live, so we watched the 
last hours of  the event from the 
comfort of  our sofa while enjoy-
ing wine and cheese.

Another memorable thing 
happened in October. Olga’s 
20-year-old niece, Ann, from 
Russia, visited for 10 days. The 
last time they saw each other 
was 2005. Ann had not been with 
her father during this same time 
frame. We all got to share some 
experiences together before she 
tearfully departed for St. Peters-
burg.

Random thoughts
• Over the years, I have 

enjoyed watching ballroom 
dancing. We happened upon 
the live TV broadcast of  the 
2019 European Ballroom Sport 
Dancing Championships which, 
unbeknownst to us, was held in 
Chisinau. The winning couple 
was from Russia; a Moldovan 
pair placed second and in third 
position another Russian duo.

• According to icepop.com, 
there are things millennials 
are not doing, not buying and 
products they are not using. 
The one I found fascinating was 
fabric softener. Their reason? 
They don’t understand what it 
does. Our future leaders? Seems 
to me that fabric softener would 
be self-explanatory ... but I guess 
not with “educated” millennial 
morons.

• Alas! It’s that time of  year 
again. The days are getting 
shorter and the nighties are get-
ting longer.

• Tell me it ain’t so, Little 
Ralphie. The end of  an era is 
imminent with the closing of  
Saturday’s Market. 

I was there for the grand open-
ing when it was known as the 
Middletown Merchandise Mart, 

the Big M. If  memory serves, it 
was in the autumn of  1957.

My father took me there to get 
the autograph, on my slightly 
used baseball, of  Philadelphia 
Phillies pitcher Jack Sanford. He 
had been named the 1957 Nation-
al League Rookie of  the Year.

Other than Joe Sukle’s signa-
ture on a paycheck, Sanford’s 
autograph was the only one I 
ever possessed.

• Bad luck? Our apartment 
building is a nine-floor struc-
ture. We live on the sixth floor. 
Not too long ago we entered the 
elevator, pushed “number 6’ and 
the lift started its upward jour-
ney. Clunk. The cabin got stuck 
between floors. I had never been 
in that situation before. What to 
do? There was a red button with 
the symbol of  a bell. Upon push-
ing it we could hear an alarm.

Finally, after a very long 10 
minutes we detected a whirring 
sound, felt movement and were 
finally able to exit on our floor.

It was my fault. The elevator 
has a small capacity. The sign 
clearly states, “Accommodates 
four people (or two Americans)”. 

The bad news: We were car-
rying six liters of  wine, which 
must have put us over the 
weight limit. The good news: We 
were carrying six liters of  wine.

My idea was to orally dis-
pose of  some fruit of  the vine 
to lighten the load. Olga didn’t 
think that would work. Oh, well.

• Speaking of  luck: Last week, 
I bought a lottery ticket ... and 
won a comb.

Your “golden” gallavanter ... 
Eddy O

Ed O’Connor, a former resi-
dent of  Middletown and Lower 
Swatara Township, is an 
expatriate living in Chisinau, 
Moldova.

Wine fest in Moldova, and random thoughts about Middletown
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BIG BUCK CONTEST
$125 $125 $50

CONTEST RULES: To enter, bring your buck to the Press & Journal office to be measured and photographed. 
Call 717-944-4628 to schedule appointment to be sure a qualified staff member is present to take measurements. The 
score is determined by adding the total number of points (one inch or longer) and widths in inches, at the widest part. 
(Ties will be broken by measurement from base of skull to highest point.) The deer must be legally taken during the 

2019 Archery or Rifle season in Pennsylvania. Current PA hunting license and tag must accompany entry. Buck must be 
brought in by person whose name appears on tag. All measurements and decisions regarding the judging will be final. 

The Press And Journal reserves the right to publish or reject any photos.

CONTEST ENDS DECEMBER 16, 2019 AT 3 P.M. A $5 ENTRY FEE WILL BE COLLECTED.

PHOTOS ARE WELCOME!
YOU DON’T HAVE TO ENTER TO HAVE YOUR PHOTO PUBLISHED. 

See our website for details: pressandjournal.com. Office located at 20 S. Union Street, Middletown

ARCHERY RIFLE JUNIOR

CONTEST RUNS
OCTOBER 5 - DECEMBER 16, 2019

LOOK FOR ALL PHOTOS & WINNERS IN DEC. 25th PRESS & JOURNAL

WIN! WIN! WIN!

436 EAST MAIN STREET •  MIDDLETOWN, PA 17057   •   717-944-1640
Monday – Friday 9am – 8pm  •   Saturday 9am – 5pm   •   Sunday – closed

www.MIDDLETOWNRX.com
FAMILY PHARMACY • HALLMARK CARD GIFT SHOP • LOCAL DELIVERY

“WHERE PERSONAL SERVICE COMES FIRST”

BIG BUCK CONTEST SPONSORS:
MIDDLETOWN
ANGLERS &
HUNTERS
ASSOCIATION

2018 ARCHERY 
WINNER

Michael Landis, beufort, nc

2018 RIFLE 
WINNER

Thomas Weider, palmyra

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

On the front door of  Saturday’s Market 
in Londonderry Township is a sign that 
reads: “Saturday’s Market is permanently 
closing on November 30th 2019. Outside 
and inside vending is strictly prohibited 
after that date. Neither vendors nor other 
individuals will be permitted to enter the 
property without the express permission 
of management. Violators will be removed 
by security or the authorities if  necessary. 
Your cooperation is appreciated.”

Inside the market on Saturday, some of  
the booths were still filled with merchan-
dise while others that were once occupied 
were empty. 

Some of  the vendors were packing up 
their stalls. Some advertised 50 percent 
off their merchandise. 

Iris Saur, of  Iris’ Books — which has 
been at the market for 37 years — said 
her customers have been sticking by her 
since the announcement. Saur has sold 
down quite a bit of  her inventory, marked 
books down and donated them.

“You just don’t realize what you have 
until something like this happens and 
then you think, ‘Oh, my,’” she said.

In early October, news broke that the 
market, which opened in 1957 as the Big 
M, was closing. Saturday’s Market did not 
return a call requesting comment.

“It’s been jam-packed every week since 
they said it was closing. Our sales have 
more than doubled. The last month and a 
half  have been great,” said Kevin Thoman, 
of  KT Media. 

The market is under contract to Core5 
Industrial Developers, which plans to 
build a 1.2 million-square-foot warehouse 
behind the market. 

As for their plans for Saturday’s Market, 
attorney Charles Courtney told the Press 
& Journal that Core5 planned to demolish 
the building. On the site, they planned to 
build a smaller distribution center and 
lease it to a tenant. He estimated that 
plans would be submitted early next year. 

Vendor Linda Pinca described the past 
several weeks since the announcement 
as “sad.”

“A lot of  customers coming in commis-
erating with us, saying they were sorry 
we were told the way we were told. I never 
even got anything — no letter in the mail, 
no email, no nothing,” Pinca said.

She found out that the market was clos-
ing after reading about it in the newspaper. 

“We had a lot of  fun and we’re sad, but 
all good things must come to an end,” 
Pinca said.

They were planning to pack everything 
up Saturday. Pinca said it was “up in the 
air about Nov. 30,” meaning it is not clear 
if  the market will be open to the public on 
that day or only to vendors. 

“If  we have to have everything out the 
end of  the day Nov. 30, you can’t sell the 
same day because your stand is going to 
be all torn up packing things,” Pinca said.

Thoman said vendors won’t be able to 
get back in after the doors are closed. 

“So anything that you can’t get out, 
they’re taking and they’re going to auction 
it off. Anything left in here after 4:30 is no 

longer your property. They’re boarding 
the place up,” Thoman said.

He said he’s learned about that through 
word of  mouth and security guards. 

“There’s no communication with any-
body about anything,” Thoman said.

But for Thoman, the closing of  Sat-
urday’s Market means the opening of  a 
new KT Media — a vinyl, DVD and CD 
store — at 140 S. Union St. in Middletown.

“We’re staying right here in Middle-
town. All of  our customers for the last 10 
years have been great supporting us, so 
we wanted to stay right here in the area,” 

Thoman said. 
He hopes the store is open before 

Christmas. Saturday was their last day 
at the market. Thoman planned to move 
everything out Tuesday, although they’ve 
moved some items already.

The stand was something that Pinca and 
her husband, who are retired, did to earn 
extra income. They plan to retire from sell-
ing after Saturday’s Market closes, mostly 
because she said there wasn’t another 
market nearby their Harrisburg home.

Pinca and her family have been at Sat-
urday’s Market for 37 years. 

She helped get her mother started run-
ning a booth to help her mom, who loved 
talking to people, to socialize. Over the 
years, Pinca’s mom sold glasswares and 
collectibles.

Pinca tried to sell her mom’s items when 
she took over the booth in 2000 after her 
mom’s death, but she had difficulty mak-
ing the rent for Saturday’s Market and 
decided to switch to selling toys. 

Pinca and her husband have sold toys 
for the past 19 years. They’ve gotten to 
know a lot of  people over the years, de-
veloping camaraderie with other vendors 
and the customers, who she says come 
back because they know Pinca’s toys are 
clean and work. 

Pinca has been boxing up since the an-
nouncement and offering special prices. 

“You know how much you accumulate 
over 19 years and beyond,” she said.

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

The Londonderry Township Board 
of  Supervisors unanimously gave its 
final approval Nov. 19 for a 1.2 million-
square-foot warehouse to be built behind 
Saturday’s Market. 

Core5 Industrial Partners is the devel-
oper of  the warehouse. The company’s 
director of  development, Brian Reis-
inger, said he didn’t have an estimate of  
when they will break ground because 
other approvals still are needed.

Core5 must receive approvals from 
agencies including the Pennsylvania 
Department of  Transportation, the De-
partment of  Environmental Protection 
and the Dauphin County Conservation 
District. 

“This is going to have a tremendous 
impact on our community. It’s going to 
impact the abutting property owners. As 
the sewer line comes in, that’s going to 
impact other property owners. I think 
that representing the township all of  
us need to be concerned 
that nobody is unneces-
sarily bearing an undue 
burden. How can the 
whole township bear the 
burden, not just those 
few property owners?” 
said Bruce Grossman, 
who is the chairman of  
the township planning 
commission.

Core5 is one of  two developers who 
have offered $15 million to bring public 
sewer to the township, which would also 
serve the warehouse. 

Grossman was one of three people who 
spoke during a public hearing Nov. 19. 
About 30 people attended the meeting, 
including representatives of  Core5. 

In early September, the supervisors 
approved two zoning map amendments, 
one of  which expanded the C-2 com-
mercial district and the other which 
added conditional uses within the zone, 
including logistics facilities.

At that time, township solicitor Mark 
Stewart explained that there are specific 
uses that a property owner has a right 
to use in a zone, and a conditional use 
means that the developer would have to 
file a petition to get approval.

Core5 submitted its conditional use 
application in October, and the hearing 
on the application was held Nov. 19. 

The supervisors unanimously ap-
proved Core5’s land development plan 
and conditional use application, with a 
number of  conditions. 

Traffic concerns
Supervisors and residents have often 

voiced concerns about traffic during 
hearings and meetings. 

A traffic impact study examined eight 
nearby intersections, and adding the 
warehouse showed all levels of  service 
would be acceptable to PennDOT’s crite-
ria, project engineer John Murphy said. 

There will be some improvements, 
including restriping the road near the 
intersection of  Toll House Road and 
Route 230, he added. Still, many residents 
and some officials continued to question 
safety along Route 230. 

On Nov. 19, supervisors had questions 
about buffers around the warehouse, 
lighting and the impact on the town-
ship’s stormwater permit. 

Supervisor Mel Hershey said his main 
concern was traffic mitigation.

“They do come over that hill. It is a 
dangerous intersection,” Hershey said.

Jessica Lawson lives near Saturday’s 
Market on Route 230. She said she “had 
no problem with the township growing,” 
adding that traffic had to be addressed.

“You can’t have that with tractor 
trailers and kids. I have two kids. The 
neighbors have kids. I understand we 
chose that location. I never would’ve 
moved there had I known this was a 
possibility,” Lawson said.

“I can tell you Saturdays are horrible 
with traffic already with just Saturday’s 
Market. Three hundred and forty-nine 
possible tractor trailers along with em-
ployees and whatever else is going to 
make it ten times worse,” Lawson said.

She said she’s seen accidents “all the 
time at this location.” When vehicles 
speed over the hill, it makes it worse, 
she said. Her family has had to turn 
their surveillance cameras over to the 
State Police, whose jurisdiction is Lon-
donderry, because of  the accidents. 

Her neighbor holds yard sales, and 
Lawson said people will stop their cars 
in the road to go to the yard sale.

Supervisor Anna Dale 
echoed the concerns 
about traffic. She noted 
that Core5 was proposing 
to have its entrance to the 
facility on a hill. 

“I think some real due 
diligence needs to be done 
for lane marking, turn-
ing,” Dale said.

She said some drivers turn right onto 
Toll House Road from Route 230 despite 
having a red light, assuming they can 
beat the trucks at the turn. 

Core5 attorney Charles Courtney said 
Londonderry will be part of  Core5’s pro-
cess to get its highway occupancy permit. 

Plan explained
The land behind Saturday’s Market 

that Core5 will develop is 196.27 acres 
made up of  three tracts, which Core5 
wants to combine into one.

Courtney said there could be multiple 
tenants in the building, but one owner.

The warehouse is proposed to be a total 
of  1,217,520 square feet and 55 feet tall.

The main access to the site off Route 
230 would be a private drive and wrap 
around the warehouse. There will be an 
emergency access drive from the ware-
house to Beagle Road, which would be 
paved and gated.

Murphy said the lights would be 25 feet 
tall, and that light wouldn’t spill offsite. 

Ground will be raised around the 
building and parking lots to provide 
maximum screening, Murphy said. 
There will be other raised areas around 
the border of  the property, including 
along Londonderry Elementary School. 
Trees would be planted on top.

Core5 walked through what could 
be seen looking at the warehouse from 
various points along the border of  the 
property. For example, the elementary 
school was about 500 feet from the lo-
gistic facility, and in between the two 
buildings will be vegetation, additional 
landscaping and raised ground. 

Truck docks will be on the north and 
south end of the building with 242 spaces. 
Plans call for 663 employee parking 
spaces and 349 truck spaces.

Core5 also proposed an anti-idling 
policy for tenants of  the building. Ac-
cording to Murphy, it required the ten-
ants to implement training, perform 
daily inspection and record violations 
and prohibited overnight parking. In ad-
dition, the landlord would be authorized 
to inspect the tenants for compliance.

Londonderry gives final OK 
to 1.2 million-square-foot 
warehouse along Route 230

The final sale: Saturday’s 
Market vendors packing up
Some report increased 
sales since closure was 
announced, but recent 
weeks have been ‘sad’

Iris Saur has run Iris' Books in Saturday's Market for 37 years. 

STAFF PHOTOS BY LAURA HAYES

Kevin Thoman ran KT Media in Saturday's Market and will open a store in Middletown. See 
more photos at www.pressandjournal.com.

Cheyenne Minnich and Trey Milstead browse 
a stall at Saturday's Market on Saturday. 

I never would’ve 
moved there had I 
known this was a 
possibility.”

resident Jessica Lawson
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IN A STUDY BY CIVIC ECONOMICS,

48%OF
EACH
PURCHASE

at local independent businesses
was recirculated locally, 
compared to <14% of purchases 
at chain stores.

have been employed 
by small businesses.

Small business owners are more likely to hire locals, 
so shopping at these businesses frequently creates 
more jobs. They also tend to source products 
locally, thus supporting fellow local businesses.

TOWNS
with a higher 
number of local 
businesses are 
proven to have
STRONGER SOCIAL 
TIES & MORE 
PARTICIPATION IN 
CIVIC AFFAIRS.

TOWNS
with a higher 
number of local number of local 
businesses are 

IN 2018, THE U.S. ALONE HAD

MILLION
30.2
small businesses 
in operation, which 
accounted for 99.9% of all 
businesses in the country.

SPECIAL SUPPLEMENTSPECIAL SUPPLEMENTSPECIAL SUPPLEMENTSPECIAL SUPPLEMENT

&PRESS   JOURNAL
Locally Owned Since 1854

Small businesses help strengthen 

the local economy, create close-

knit communities, provide better 

customer care and so much more.
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(717) 944-5415 • 2601 SUNSET DRIVE, MIDDLETOWN

SUNSETGC.COM • /SUNSET GOLF COURSE

B� k Your Next Event With Us! 
HOLIDAY/BIRTHDAY PARTIES, CLASS REUNIONS & WEDDING RECEPTIONS

Please call (717) 944-5415 for more information.

Visit Our Pro Shop for 
Great Holiday Gift Ideas &
Don’t Forget Our Gift Certifi cates 
for Your Golfer.Sale! Visit Our Pro Shop for 

Sale!Sale!

SUNSET
GOLF COURSE

BETTER 
RESULTS 
THAN 
MISTLETOE

Great food. Great service. Great fun!

(717) 616-8952 | 15-17 Mill Street, Middletown, PA
www.JDsJunction.com |  JDS.Junction

Dance & Gymnastic Shoes & Apparel 
for the Body & Sole

Central PA’s Premier 
Dance Store!

Stop by The Dancer's Pointe to fi nd 
the perfect gift for your favorite 

dancer. Can't decide what to get? 
Surprise them with a Dancer's Pointe 
Gift Certifi cate and let them choose 

for themselves!
Shoes V Tights V Leotards 

Knitwear V Tops & Bottoms 
Skirts & Dresses V Accessories

201 West Main Street, Hummelstown 
(717) 583-1820

www.TheDancersPointePA.com

The Middletown Holiday Home Tour
Presented by

The Middletown Area Blue Raider Foundation’s RaiderPacks Program

Saturday, December 14th from 1-8pm

www.MiddletownHolidayHomeTour.com

This year’s tour is dedicated to the 
memory of JoAnn Shipkowski.

Tour ti ckets are $15 and are available for purchase at the 
Press & Journal offi  ce (20 South Union Street, Middletown).

Cash or checks only, please. Checks may be made payable to The Event Place.

A Charles Dickens Tea
Saturday, December 14th from 12-2pm

at The Event Place (11 South Union Street, 2nd fl oor, Middletown) 
Tea ti ckets are $25. Tea & Tour ti ckets are $35. 

Cash or checks only, please.
Seating is limited so reserve yours today by calling 

(717) 930-0931 or email Carole139@comcast.net

Tour ti ckets will also be on sale during Tour hours at The Event Place.

Small business is big 
business. Though it’s 

easy and not necessar-

ily inaccurate to associate 

small businesses with Main 

Street, small- and medium-

size companies are players 

in the international trade 

arena as well. 
A 2015 report from the U.S. Cen-

sus Bureau found that small- and 
medium-sized companies com-
prised 97.6 percent of  all identifi ed 
exporters and 97.2 percent of  all 
identifi ed importers.

Small businesses can compete 
in both the domestic and interna-
tional trade arenas for a variety 
of  reasons, not the least of  which 
is the experience they provide for 
their customers. While they may 
not have the marketing muscle 
to compete with large corpora-
tions, many small businesses have 
perfected the art of  providing 
top-notch experiences for their 
customers by embracing several 
strategies that make consumers 
feel appreciated.

Improved customer 
service

Nearly every consumer has had 
to contact a retailer or service 

provider regarding a purchase at 
one point or another. Contacting a 
large corporation can be a di�  cult 
experience for consumers, who 
often must answer several tele-
phone prompts before they can be 
connected to a human being. Small 
businesses typically do not ask 
customers to clear such hurdles 
before they can get in touch with 
an actual person. That makes the 
process of  contacting customer 
service less time-consuming and 
aggravating and more enjoyable 
for customers.

Responses
Small businesses are in better 

position to respond to negative 

experiences or reviews, particu-
larly online reviews, because they 
have fewer customers than large 
companies who fi eld hundreds 
if  not thousands of  complaints 
per day. Studies have shown that 
customers appreciate responses 
from businesses they patronize. 
A 2018 online reviews survey 
from Review Trackers found that 
53 percent of  consumers expect 
a response to negative reviews 
within a week of  posting their re-
views and are disappointed when 
they do not receive a response. 
Unfortunately, the same survey 
found that 63 percent of  reviewers 
have never received a response to 
a review. Small businesses are in 
a unique position to respond to 
online reviews, and providing such 
responses can turn a potentially 
negative consumer experience 
into a positive one. What’s more, 
because online reviews and re-
sponses are public, prospective 
customers can read a company’s 
response and know that owners 
want their customers to have as 
positive an experience as possible.

Personalization
Many large companies won’t 

customize their products, as their 
financial success is typically 
rooted in how e� ectively they can 
scale to thousands of  customers 
per day, if  not more. So large 
companies have less incentive to 
work one-on-one with customers. 
Small businesses are not beholden 
to scale, which gives them the fl ex-
ibility o� er more unique products, 
including customized items.

The consumer experience is 
often more customer-friendly 
with small businesses than large 
corporations. That well-earned 
reputation is just one of  many 
reasons why small businesses are 
thriving in today’s economy.

How small businesses improve 
the consumer experience

TONY’S BEVERAGE
COLD CASES | SODA | ICE | SNACKS | MICRO BREWS | IMPORTS | KEGS

717-944-7102 | MON.-SAT. 9-9; SUN. 10-5
CIGARETTES AT STATE MINIMUM PRICES  |  INSTANT & ONLINE LOTTERY TICKETS

*ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO PA SALES TAX  |  PRICES GOOD THRU 12/03/2019

KEYSTONE 
LIGHT

$1999*
36 PK.

COORS LIGHT & 
MILLER LITE
$2399*

SAMUEL ADAMS BUD & BUD LIGHT

$1499*
18-12 OZ. BOTTLES

WHITE CLAW VARIETY
$1799*

12-12 OZ. CANS

MICHELOB ULTRA
$2099*

24-12 OZ. CANS

KEYSTONE 
LIGHT

$19 24-16 OZ. ALUMINUM BOTTLES

All Flavors!

$1899*

12-12 OZ. BOTTLES

“Our Version of a Room with a View”
• Huge View 

(1,554 SQ. IN. Glass)

• Incredibly Effi cient 

• Dual Fans

MODEL 4237

1865 Horseshoe Pike • Annville
11⁄2 Mi. East Of Campbelltown (Rt. 322)
www.northforgeheating.com (717) 867-1744

PA06447

NORTH FORGE
HOME HEATING, INC.

S9
52

45
7

“Our Version of a
          Room with a View”

Huge View 
(1,554 Sq. In Glass)
Incredibly Effi cient

Dual Fans

Model 4237

1865 Horseshoe Pike, Annville
1½ miles East of Campelltown (Rt. 322)

(717) 867-1744

www.northforgeheating.com
PA06447

The Best 
"Everything 

Shoppe in PA"

Lots of furniture, candles, 
antiques and collectibles...
something for everyone!

139 S. Hanover St., Hummelstown • 717-566-5685
(Rt. 322 E. to Hummelstown Exit, make a left)

OPEN DAILY 9-5; SUN. 12-5

SALE ITEMS ON ALL 3 FLOORS

Holiday Open House
Wednesday, December 4th - Sunday, December 8th

REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7th
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We Specialize In:
• Quality Collision & Frame Repairs with Chief EZ-Liner
• Expert Painting & Color Matching
• Towing & Security Lock-Up Area
• Rental Cars Available
• Night Key Drop Service
• Pick-up & Delivery
• Prompt Personal Service
• Free Estimates—No Appointment Needed

& More!

A sound body leads 
to a sound mind.

(717) 533-6050 • 359 Gates Road, Hershey
www.hersheyautobodyrepair.com

We Specialize In:
• Quality Collision & Frame Repairs with Chief EZ-Liner

A sound body leads 

We Specialize In:

A sound body leads 
to a sound mind.

(717) 533-6050 • 359 Gates Road, Hershey
www.hersheyautobodyrepair.com

Dan’s Auto Body is 
your trusted, local auto body & 
repair shop!

Since 1991,

(717) 205-5001 • 134 South Union Street, Middletown

gift cards available  
for christmas!

(717) 944-1640 
436 East Main Street (Midtown Plaza) 

Mon.-Fri. 9-8; Sat. 9-5; Closed Sun.

Black Friday Sale
November 29TH

30%OFF

friday only

everything!*
*EXCEPT SINGLE CARDS & 

SPECIAL OFFERS FROM 
HALLMARK

Flu Shots
$3995

Call or stop by for more 
info or to schedule an 
appointment.

If NOT Covered 
By Insurance 

Storytime Snowman 
Interactive Plush

with purchase of 3 Hallmark cards
$1999

REG. $3499

Great 
  Gifts!

willow tree®

fi gurines

Many
to choose from!

www.Middletown-Pharmacy.com

WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

itty bittys®

buy one 
(of equal or lesser value),

get one free!

PRICES VARY, WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

PRICES VARY

Highspire
D I N E R

“Crackin’ yolks & feeding folks since 1953.”

255 2nd Street, Highspire • (717) 939-5366
Tue.-Fri.: 6a-3p; Sat.: 6a-2p & Sun.: 7a-2p

• Home of the Sideliner & 
Rope Sausage •

• Daily Homemade Specials •
• Desserts Featured Daily •
• Great Food & Service •

Your Local & Original 
'50’s Classic Diner!

1093 N. Union Street, Middletown

Call for appointment: 717.944.4031
EyeCareEyeWearCenter.com

WALTER R. GUSS, II, O.D.
Comprehensive Eyecare and Contact Lenses

We � t all types, including:
• Bifocal contacts
• 1 day contacts
• Contacts for astigmatism
• Colored contacts

Interested in wearing contact lenses?

We carry a large selection 
of designer frames and 

sunglasses.

Interested in wearing contact lenses?

Cash has fallen out of  favor 
among consumers who 

fi nd it easier to reach for a 
card in their wallets. Some 
shoppers may even wonder if  
people still carry cash when 
credit cards and debit cards 
have become so convenient 
and widely accepted? Actually, 
they do. 

According to a recent study 
by LendEDU, 32 percent of  875 
people surveyed preferred to 
use cash over cards for ev-
eryday purchases. Cash can 
be a smart choice for many 
purchases, including holiday 
spending. Here are six reasons 
why cash can be king once 
more.

1. Limits spending in a tangible 
way: A key benefi t of  using cash 
is that it presents a visual cue 
that spending should cease. If  
a shopper has set a $200 limit 
for holiday gifts, when that $200 
in cash is gone, it’s a surefi re 
reminder that it is time to step 
away from the register and leave 
the store. It can be hard to view 
spending in real time when using 
credit or debit.

2. Bills are accepted every-
where. Unlike some credit cards, 
merchants will not turn away 
cash. This is especially helpful 
when shopping at small busi-
nesses or pop-up markets that 
are popular during the holidays. 
Local artisans or other niche ven-
dors may only take cash as well.

3. Prevent second-guess im-
pulse buys: Parting with hard-
earned cash directly can be a 
great motivator to keep that $20 in 
your pocket instead of  using it for 
a scratch-o�  lotto ticket or mall 
food court snack. Watching cash 

supplies dwindle 
may prevent shop-
pers from mak-
ing unwise pur-
chases.

4. Cash facili-
t a t e s  t i p p i n g . 
Cash is often best 
for tipping servers 
and delivery per-
sonnel. According 
to Kim Palmer, a 
credit card guru 
at NerdWallet, a 
popular fi nancial 
advice site, recipi-
ents of  tips prefer 
cash because they 
get it immediately. A tip on a card 
may only be parceled out at the 
end of  the week.

5. Losing cash doesn’t a� ect 
credit. Although many people 
say carrying cash is riskier than 
sticking to credit, the fi nancial 
expert Dave Ramsey says dif-
ferently. While parting with 
lost cash can be a blow, the risk 

of  identity theft, and sorting 
through canceling credit and 
debit cards when they go miss-
ing, can be an even bigger threat.

6. Cash may score deals. Paying 
in cash can be a great bargaining 
chip at retailers who may o� er 
discounts or waive fees for cash 
purchases.

6 reasons to 
use cash to 
pay for holiday 
purchases

THERE’S SOMETHING TO BE SAID ABOUT 
PAYING IN CASH, ESPECIALLY DURING THE 
HOLIDAYS WHEN STICKING TO BUDGETS CAN 
BE CHALLENGING.

Statistics show just how big 
small business is

Small and medium enterprises contribute up to 60 
percent of  total employment and up to 40 percent of  
national incomeSmall businesses have 

such a big impact on 

their communities, and the 

world at large, that it might 

be time to reconsider refer-

ring to them as “small.” 

According to the World 

Bank, small businesses 

have a major impact on the 

world economy, especially in 

emerging countries. In such 

nations, small and medium 

enterprises contribute up to 

60 percent of  total employ-

ment and up to 40 percent 

of  national income. Small 

businesses fi gure to frame 

their economies in emerg-

ing countries in the coming 

decades, and they’re already 

doing so in developed na-

tions, such as the United 

States and Canada. The 

following statistics show just 

how big small businesses 

have become.
• The U.S. Small Business Ad-

ministration notes that small 
businesses make up 99.7 percent of  
all employers in the United States. 

• Hundreds of  thousands of  new 
businesses are started each month, 
with Yahoo! reporting that about 
543,000 entrepreneurs open a busi-
ness in a typical month. 

• Small businesses benefi t one 
another, as a 2017 report from the 
Canadian fi rm FreshBooks found 
that 66 percent of  small businesses 
outsource services to other small 
businesses.

• No business is too small to be a 
small business. In fact, the U.S. Bu-
reau of Labor Statistics noted that 
microbusinesses, which are de-
fi ned as fi rms that employ between 
one and nine employees, accounted 
for 75 percent of  all private-sector 
employers as recently as 2013.

• Small businesses and happiness 
might be linked. A 2019 survey from 
Guidant Financial and the online 
lending marketplace LendingClub 
found that 78 percent of  small busi-
ness owners rated their level of  
happiness as an average of  eight 
on a scale of  one to 10 (10 being the 
happiest).

• Female entrepreneurs are 
on the rise. A 2017 report from 
American Express found that 
female entrepreneurship grew by 
114 percent between 1997 and 2017.
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BELL'S MEAT MARKET

717-566-8451

"Your Hometown Butcher Shop"

Full Service Butcher Shop
Deer Processing Offering:
Italian & Smoked Sausage 

Bologna • Sweet Sticks 
Pepper Sticks 

Dry Beef

6 Grandview Rd.
Hummelstown

Experience the Magic
    of Disney planning

LET ME HELP 
YOU PLAN AN 

UNFORGETTABLE 
EXPERIENCE!

717-805-9008 • BETHGARDNER@MAGICALTRAVEL.COM

 ALL MY SERVICES ARE FREE!
 I HAVE 20+ YEARS OF DISNEY TRAVEL EXPERIENCE.
  I SPECIALIZE IN DISNEY DESTINATION VACATIONS; FLIGHT 

& GROUND TRANSPORTATION, DINING, TICKETS & MORE!

BETH 
GARDNER
Your Magical 

Travel 
Consultant

 CALL ME

Regular Hours: Mon.-Fri.: 9 am-5 pm
Sat.: 9 am-3 pm

Wreaths, Pine Roping 
& Poinsettias 
Christmas Greens

 Available Friday, Nov. 29th

131 Dock Street, Royalton
717-944-5425

Wreaths, Pine Roping Wreaths, Pine Roping 

Grooming
Emily Botterbusch local owner/operator

waggintailspetcamp.com  all4dogsgroomer.com  (717) 930-0103

now off ering

MIDDLETOWN and HUMMELSTOWN  RAILROADMIDDLETOWN and HUMMELSTOWN  RAILROAD

Santa's Surprise Santa's Surprise

RIDE The Train WITH SANTA!

Polar Bear Express(Sold OutPolar Bear Express(Sold Out

facebook.com/MandHRailroad

RIDE The Train WITH SANTA!

Tree Lighting
5:30pm

Proudly Sponsored by 
Hummelstown Business & Professional Association

Hummelstown Holiday Happenings

Sunday

Hummelstown Business & Professional Association

Sunday

Ride the Trolley • Walk Main St. • Enjoy The Day!

December 8th 1-5pm
 Santa arrives on the Square 1pm

 Ride the Trolley 2-4pm

 Kissmobile
 Refreshments
 Crafts & Ornaments
 Cookie Decorating
 Family Photos in Whoville
 Shop til ya Drop!M
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295 E. Main Street, Hummelstown • 717-566-8026
downcountryroad.com • Mon.-Sat.: 10am-5pm

...to get pushed and shoved 
by mobs of shoppers only 
to wait hours in the check-

out line....

There’s
No Need...

...to ride around for hours looking for a parking spot...

11 rooms on 2 fl oors • A small shop with a lot of "stuff"!

Small businesses are 
booming. Information 

from the Small Business 

Administration and the U.S. 

Census Bureau’s Annual 

Survey of  Entrepreneurs 

says that small businesses, 

or fi rms with fewer than 500 

workers, accounted for 99.7 

of  businesses in 2016, the 

most recent year for data. 

Firms with fewer than 100 

workers accounted for 98.2 

percent of  companies. 

Thanks to their infl uence 

and reach, small businesses 

have the potential to impact 

local communities in nu-

merous ways. 

Small businesses employ local 
residents. 

The Statistics Canada Labour 
Force Survey indicates companies 
with fewer than 100 employees 
employed 69.7 of  the population in 
2017. According to the SBA’s O�  ce 
of  Advocacy, small businesses ac-
counted for 61.8 percent of  net new 
jobs in the United States between 
1993 and 2016.

Small businesses are innovative. 
The SBA notes that small 

businesses represent about 96 
percent of  employer firms in 
high-patenting manufacturing in-
dustries. That suggests that small 
businesses are full of  new ideas. 

Small businesses support local 
charities.

Many local businesses give to 
charity, particularly local chari-
ties. Some donate money while 
others may o� er their professional 
services or event spaces, each of  
which can be particularly helpful 
to local communities.

Small businesses contribute to 
community identity. 

Small businesses contribute to 
the charm and character of  a town 
or city. Many local businesses 
make up the fabric of  Main Street, 
and towns are known and loved for 
the businesses that have endured.

Small businesses help the 
environment. 

Shopping locally means con-
sumers do not have to travel far 
to get their goods and services. 
The United States Environmen-
tal Protection Agency’s research 
report on walkable downtown 
centers found small businesses 
encourage walking and cycling, 
helping to reduce air pollution 
from vehicles.

Small businesses keep money in 
communities. 

Local businesses keep dispos-
able income and tax money within 
their communities. Business tax 
money remains local and can sup-
port schools, roads and municipal 
services. 

Local small businesses are the life 
force that keeps cities and towns 
prosperous and humming along. 
Such establishments help build 
a sense of  community and forge 
lasting relationships.

& local

❏ YES! Mail me 104 issues for $52.50 
That's only 50¢ an issue!

Dauphin & Lancaster county delivery only. O� er expires 12/23/19

NAME (PLEASE PRINT)

ADDRESS                                                                                      APT.

CITY                                                                 STATE                     ZIP

EMAIL ADDRESS (Your email address will not be sold to outside sources)

__ PAYMENT IS ENCLOSED (check payable to Press And Journal)
 or call 717-944-4628 with charge card info

DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTIONS GO TO:
www.pressandjournal.com/specialo� er

GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE!

Subscribe for one year, get one year 1/2 PRICE! 
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BB gun team 

fires away and 

wins state title  B1MAHS threat 

investigated A5

FISH FRY ENDS B8

Public notices in this 

week’s Press & Journal

• MIDDLETOWN BOROUGH: Re-

tiree benefit plan ordinance. 

A4
• MIDDLETOWN BOROUGH: Pen-

sion plan amendments. A4

• ELIZABETHTOWN BOROUGH: 

Zoning for 19 N. Market St. 

A4
• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Municipal 

primary elections. A4

• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Electronic 

voting systems. A4

• ESTATE NOTICE: George J. 

Lowe A4

www.hondruauto.com

2005 S. Market Street • Elizabethtown, Pa. 17022

717.367.6644

Press & Journal Staff

Three Mile Island Unit 1 oper-

ated safely during 2016, with no 

inspection findings or perfor-

mance indicators outside the 

normal band.

The Nuclear Regulatory Com-

mission made that announcement 

Thursday via a press release.

As a result, Three Mile Island 

Unit 1 is under the NRC’s baseline 

level of  oversight, which entails 

thousands of  hours of  inspection 

each year.

NRC staff will be available to dis-

cuss the 2016 safety performance 

of  the Three Mile Island nuclear 

power plant, operated by Exelon 

Generation Co., during an open 

house on April 20 in Middletown.

The open house will run from 

4:30 to 6 p.m. at the Londonderry 

Township Municipal Building, 

783 S. Geyers Church Road. NRC 

staff responsible for inspections of  

the plant, including the site-based 

resident inspectors, will discuss 

the plant’s performance and the 

NRC’s oversight of  the facility.

Under the NRC’s Reactor Over-

sight Process, the agency gauges 

plant performance through the 

use of  color-coded inspection find-

ings and performance indicators, 

which are statistical measure-

ments of  performance that can 

trigger additional oversight if  

exceeded. Any inspection findings 

or performance indicators that are 

greater than green (very low safety 

significance) trigger increased 

NRC oversight.

Day-to-day inspections are per-

formed by two resident inspectors 

assigned to the plant. Reviews are 

also carried out at the site by spe-

cialist inspectors assigned to the 

agency’s Region I office in King 

of  Prussia.

The annual assessment letter 

for Three Mile Island is available 

on the NRC website, www.nrc.gov. 

Current performance information 

is also available.

NRC: Three Mile Island operated safely in 2016; discussion planned

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Even as Middletown continues 

waiting on a Dauphin County 

judge to rule regarding whether 

to allow a crematory at Fager-

Finkenbinder Funeral Home, state 

regulators are moving closer to 

their own approval of  the crema-

tory, according to a lawyer repre-

senting the funeral home.

The Pennsylvania Department 

of  Environmental Protection has 

issued a “draft plan approval” 

of  a permit to build and operate 

the crematory 

at the funer-

al home that 

Fager-Finken-

binder applied 

for in October 

2015, said Mark 

Dausch, an at-

torney with 

Babst Calland 

in Pittsburgh.

DEP spokesman John Repetz 

confirmed that the agency has 

issued a draft plan approval re-

garding the Fager-Finkenbinder 

crematory permit.

Notice of  intent to issue the draft 

plan approval was published in the 

Jan. 14 and Jan. 21 issues of  the 

Pennsylvania Bulletin, including 

information on how people could 

review the draft and submit com-

ments. 
DEP received at least three sets 

of  public comments in response. 

“At this point no final determina-

tion has been made” regarding ap-

proval of  the permit, Repetz said.

In August 2016, opponents who 

live or own property near the 

crematory appealed to Dauphin 

County Court a 1-1 decision by the 

Middletown zoning hearing board. 

Under law, the tie vote upheld the 

June 2015 decision by a former 

borough zoning officer granting 

Fager-Finkenbinder, located at 

208 N. Union St., a use permit to 

allow the crematory on the funeral 

home property.

“We have valid zoning approval 

right now,” Dausch told the Press 

& Journal, adding that the Babst 

Calland lawyers have been “work-

ing with DEP moving the project 

forward.”

Briefs have been filed by lawyers 

representing both the opponents 

and the funeral home. A brief  was 

also filed by a lawyer on behalf  of  

the borough, which has signed on 

as an intervenor in the case.

Now, it’s in the hands of  Senior 

Judge Lawrence F. Clark. Law-

yers on both sides said they don’t 

know when to expect a ruling 

from Clark.

Likely not the end

No matter how Clark rules, his 

decision might not be the end of  

the controversy. The funeral home 

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown Borough is 

waiting on Lower Swatara 

Township to offer a proposal 

regarding the possibility of  

the borough entering into a 

contract with the township for 

police services.

“The ball is in Lower Swata-

ra’s court,” Middletown Mayor 

James H. Curry III told the 

Press & Journal in response to a 

list of  ques-

tions posed 

re g arding 

the status of  

police talks 

between the 

two munici-

palities.
In Decem-

ber, Curry 

and former borough Council 

President Ben Kapenstein be-

gan a discussion with Lower 

Swatara officials aimed at 

seeing if  the township was 

interested in partnering with 

the borough on some kind of  

regional police arrangement.

Talks have focused on an ar-

rangement where the borough 

would enter into a contract 

with Lower Swatara to pay 

the township to provide police 

services in Middletown — as 

opposed to the two munici-

palities creating a brand new 

regional police force.

Council during its Feb. 21 

meeting set a 90-day time limit 

on the talks regarding contract-

ing with Lower Swatara for 

police services. That timetable 

would run out shortly after 

borough council’s scheduled 

May 16 meeting. 

No face-to-face meetings 

have been held between rep-

resentatives of  the borough 

and the township since the last 

meeting was held in the Munici-

pal Building in Middletown on 

Jan. 12, Curry said.

Ball in 
Lower 
Swatara’s 

court  
on police
Middletown says it  

has provided numbers  

for service contract,  

now awaits response

Curry

Please see POLICE, page A5

DEP moving ahead on crematory

Fager-Finkenbinder lawyer says funeral home has been working with agency despite pending appeal 

Dausch

Please see CREMATORY, page A5

Giving it a shot

By David Barr

davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

Jennifer Morrison is using the 

power of  art and words as a way 

to help students cope with a sen-

sitive topic that is not normally 

discussed in public — dealing 

with having a parent, family 

member, or friend in prison.

Morrison, a Steelton-High-

spire High School art teacher, 

partnered with Heather Bobula 

to implement a California-based 

program called POPS the Club at 

the school in January — the first 

chapter of the organization in the 

state of  Pennsylvania.

POPS stands for Pain of  the 

Prison System. Meetings are 

held Thursday mornings prior 

to the start of  the school day and 

last for half  an hour.

Plans to install POPS the Club 

at the school began last summer 

and approval was granted in 

September 2016 after Bobula, 

now a POPS the Club volunteer, 

contacted POPS co-founder and 

executive director Amy Fried-

man about starting a POPS the 

Club in Pennsylvania.

“Amy was on board immedi-

ately,” Bobula said in a January 

email. “She believes strongly 

in the idea that kids in these 

circumstances are undeserved. 

They often hide the fact that 

someone in their life is incar-

cerated, and Amy is on board 

with taking the POPS Club to 

any school that could benefit. 

They’ve found the model to be 

incredibly effective in California, 

and she’s excited about helping 

kids everywhere with it.”

Because Steelton-Highspire’s 

chapter is the first in the state, 

it will be a blueprint on how to 

begin and run a POPS the Club, 

and the idea is to introduce other 

schools to the program.

“We’re going to be the model 

on how to run the club,” Steel-

ton-Highspire Principal Sheri 

Woodall said.

Friedman said this club will be 

a success because of  Morrison 

and Bobula.

“The great thing about Heath-

er and Jen is they’re doing it 

right,” Friedman said. “It’s going 

to be a really strong club, I know.”

Finding POPS

Bobula has seen what can 

happen when a friend or family 

member is forced to spend time 

behind bars, because her father 

has spent time in federal prison. 

“I understand what that feels 

New Steel-High group 

helps students cope with 

having family in prison

POPS the Club is the first such chapter in the state

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Jennifer Morrison and Heather 

Bobula are responsible for 

implementing POPS the Club 

at the Steelton-Highspire High 

School.

Please see POPS, page A6
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This is one of the banners that 

is being made for Middletown 

and will go up in the borough, 

according to council member 

Diana McGlone.

Memorial 

Day target 

for military 

banners

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Banners paying tribute to 

military personnel from to-

day and long ago have been 

ordered and should be up in 

Middletown by Memorial Day, 

Councilor Diana McGlone has 

told the Press & Journal.

Almost 90 banners are be-

ing made by Rileighs Outdoor 

Decor of Allentown, a company 

from which the borough has 

ordered banners in the past.

The borough in 2016 also 

purchased from Rileighs about 

Please see BANNERS, page A4

About 90 have been 

sold already, with more 

residents interested

PHOTO SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY JODI OCKER

Middletown Blue Raiders shot-putter Hunter Landis draws a watchful eye 

from other competitors on Tuesday, April 11. For more on how the boys and 

girls teams fared at the meet, see page B1.

www.hondruauto.com

Press & Journal Staff

Three Mile Island Unit 1 oper-

ated safely during 2016, with no 

inspection findings or perfor-

mance indicators outside the 

The Nuclear Regulatory Com-

mission made that announcement 

Thursday via a press release.

As a result, Three Mile Island 

Unit 1 is under the NRC’s baseline 

level of  oversight, which entails 

thousands of  hours of  inspection 

each year.

NRC staff will be available to dis

cuss the 2016 safety performance 

of  the Three Mile Island nuclear 

power plant, operated by Exelon 

Generation Co., during an open 

house on April 20 in Middletown.

The open house will run from plant performance through the 

NRC: Three Mile Island operated safely in 2016; discussion planned

the crematory 

at the funer-

al home that 

Fager-Finken-

binder applied 

for in October 

2015, said Mark 

Dausch, an at-

torney with 

Babst Calland 

in Pittsburgh.

DEP spokesman John Repetz 

confirmed that the agency has 

issued a draft plan approval re

garding the Fager-Finkenbinder 

crematory permit.

Notice of  intent to issue the draft 

plan approval was published in the 

Jan. 14 and Jan. 21 issues of  the 

Middletown zoning hearing board. 

Under law, the tie vote upheld the 

June 2015 decision by a former 

borough zoning officer granting 

and the funeral home. A brief  was 

also filed by a lawyer on behalf  of  

the borough, which has signed on 

as an intervenor in the case.

Swatara’s 

court 
on policeDEP moving ahead on crematory

Fager-Finkenbinder lawyer says funeral home has been working with agency despite pending appeal 

Dausch

Giving it a shot

Banners paying tribute to 

military personnel from to-

day and long ago have been 

ordered and should be up in 

Middletown by Memorial Day, 

Councilor Diana McGlone has 

told the Press & Journal.

Almost 90 banners are be-

ing made by Rileighs Outdoor 

Decor of Allentown, a company 

from which the borough has 

ordered banners in the past.

The borough in 2016 also 

purchased from Rileighs about 
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sold already, with more 

Middletown Blue Raiders shot-putter Hunter Landis draws a watchful eye 

from other competitors on Tuesday, April 11. For more on how the boys and 

girls teams fared at the meet, see page B1.
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Unit 1 is under the NRC’s baseline 

level of  oversight, which entails 

thousands of  hours of  inspection 

NRC staff will be available to dis-

cuss the 2016 safety performance 

of  the Three Mile Island nuclear 

4:30 to 6 p.m. at the Londonderry 

Township Municipal Building, 

783 S. Geyers Church Road. NRC 

staff responsible for inspections of  

the plant, including the site-based 

resident inspectors, will discuss 

the plant’s performance and the 

NRC’s oversight of  the facility.

Under the NRC’s Reactor Over-

sight Process, the agency gauges 

plant performance through the 

use of  color-coded inspection find-

ings and performance indicators, 

which are statistical measure-

ments of  performance that can 

trigger additional oversight if  

exceeded. Any inspection findings 

or performance indicators that are 

greater than green (very low safety 

significance) trigger increased 

NRC oversight.

Day-to-day inspections are per-

formed by two resident inspectors 

assigned to the plant. Reviews are 

also carried out at the site by spe-

cialist inspectors assigned to the 

agency’s Region I office in King 

of  Prussia.

The annual assessment letter 

for Three Mile Island is available 

on the NRC website, www.nrc.gov. 

Current performance information 

is also available.

NRC: Three Mile Island operated safely in 2016; discussion planned

DEP spokesman John Repetz 

confirmed that the agency has 

issued a draft plan approval re-

garding the Fager-Finkenbinder 

Pennsylvania Bulletin, including 

information on how people could 

review the draft and submit com-

ments. 
DEP received at least three sets 

of  public comments in response. 

“At this point no final determina-

tion has been made” regarding ap-

proval of  the permit, Repetz said.

In August 2016, opponents who 

live or own property near the 

crematory appealed to Dauphin 

County Court a 1-1 decision by the 

borough zoning officer granting 

Fager-Finkenbinder, located at 

208 N. Union St., a use permit to 

allow the crematory on the funeral 

home property.

“We have valid zoning approval 

right now,” Dausch told the Press 

& Journal, adding that the Babst 

Calland lawyers have been “work-

ing with DEP moving the project 

forward.”

Briefs have been filed by lawyers 

representing both the opponents 

as an intervenor in the case.

Now, it’s in the hands of  Senior 

Judge Lawrence F. Clark. Law-

yers on both sides said they don’t 

know when to expect a ruling 

from Clark.

Likely not the end

No matter how Clark rules, his 

decision might not be the end of  

the controversy. The funeral home 

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown Borough is 

waiting on Lower Swatara 

Township to offer a proposal 

regarding the possibility of  

the borough entering into a 

contract with the township for 

police services.

“The ball is in Lower Swata-

ra’s court,” Middletown Mayor 

James H. Curry III told the 

Press & Journal in response to a 

list of  ques-

tions posed 

re g arding 

the status of  

police talks 

between the 

two munici-

palities.
In Decem-

ber, Curry 

and former borough Council 

President Ben Kapenstein be-

gan a discussion with Lower 

Swatara officials aimed at 

seeing if  the township was 

interested in partnering with 

the borough on some kind of  

regional police arrangement.

Talks have focused on an ar-

rangement where the borough 

would enter into a contract 

with Lower Swatara to pay 

the township to provide police 

services in Middletown — as 

opposed to the two munici-

palities creating a brand new 

regional police force.

Council during its Feb. 21 

meeting set a 90-day time limit 

on the talks regarding contract-

ing with Lower Swatara for 

police services. That timetable 

would run out shortly after 

borough council’s scheduled 

May 16 meeting. 

No face-to-face meetings 

have been held between rep-

resentatives of  the borough 

and the township since the last 

meeting was held in the Munici-

pal Building in Middletown on 

Jan. 12, Curry said.

on police
Middletown says it 

has provided numbers 

for service contract, 

now awaits response

Curry
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Giving it a shot

By David Barr

davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

Jennifer Morrison is using the 

power of  art and words as a way 

to help students cope with a sen-

sitive topic that is not normally 

discussed in public — dealing 

with having a parent, family 

member, or friend in prison.

Morrison, a Steelton-High-

spire High School art teacher, 

partnered with Heather Bobula 

to implement a California-based 

program called POPS the Club at 

the school in January — the first 

chapter of the organization in the 

state of  Pennsylvania.

POPS stands for Pain of  the 

Prison System. Meetings are 

held Thursday mornings prior 

to the start of  the school day and 

last for half  an hour.

Plans to install POPS the Club 

at the school began last summer 

and approval was granted in 

September 2016 after Bobula, 

now a POPS the Club volunteer, 

contacted POPS co-founder and 

executive director Amy Fried-

man about starting a POPS the 

Club in Pennsylvania.

“Amy was on board immedi-

ately,” Bobula said in a January 

email. “She believes strongly 

in the idea that kids in these 

circumstances are undeserved. 

They often hide the fact that 

someone in their life is incar-

cerated, and Amy is on board 

with taking the POPS Club to 

any school that could benefit. 

They’ve found the model to be 

incredibly effective in California, 

and she’s excited about helping 

kids everywhere with it.”

Because Steelton-Highspire’s 

chapter is the first in the state, 

it will be a blueprint on how to 

begin and run a POPS the Club, 

and the idea is to introduce other 

schools to the program.

“We’re going to be the model 

on how to run the club,” Steel-

ton-Highspire Principal Sheri 

Woodall said.

Friedman said this club will be 

a success because of  Morrison 

and Bobula.

“The great thing about Heath-

er and Jen is they’re doing it 

right,” Friedman said. “It’s going 

to be a really strong club, I know.”

Finding POPS

Bobula has seen what can 

happen when a friend or family 

member is forced to spend time 

behind bars, because her father 

has spent time in federal prison. 

“I understand what that feels 

New Steel-High group 

helps students cope with 

having family in prison

POPS the Club is the first such chapter in the state
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Jennifer Morrison and Heather 

Bobula are responsible for 

implementing POPS the Club 

at the Steelton-Highspire High 

School.

Please see POPS, page A6
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Middletown Blue Raiders shot-putter Hunter Landis draws a watchful eye 

from other competitors on Tuesday, April 11. For more on how the boys and 

girls teams fared at the meet, see page B1.
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