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Public notices in this 
week’s Press & Journal
• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Estate of  
Emanuel Gutgold. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  
Frances Wolfgang. A4
• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Petition of  
Name Change. A4

STAFF PHOTOS BY DAN MILLER

Clockwise, from top left, Leroy I. Jefferies Jr., 85, was among the "Generals" honored during the second annual Middletown Village Reunion at Hoffer Park on 
Saturday. 94-year-old Doris Anderson of Middletown with her son, Ron Anderson. Owen Hannah and Carl Brookins, who grew up together in Middletown but 
hadn’t seen each other since 1966, share memories during the reunion. Jessie “Skip” Williams with his grandson Kanin Jefferies, 13, who lives in Palmyra.

Suez surcharge will remain, panel rules
By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown has lost another 
battle in its legal war against Suez 
regarding Suez’s 50-year lease of  
the borough’s water and sewer 
system.

An arbitration panel July 10 
handed down a final ruling up-

holding the 11.5 percent surcharge 
Suez has been adding to monthly 
water and sewer bills since April 
2018, when Suez imposed the fee to 
recoup money from a water sales 
shortfall that occurred from Jan. 
1, 2015 through Dec. 31, 2017.

The surcharge had increased 
the average Middletown water and 
sewer bill by 20 cents per day, or by 

roughly $72 a year, Suez has said. 
The panel also upheld Suez 

being able to impose a separate 
surcharge on water and sewer bills 
each year, to recoup the cost of  
annual replacement of  water and 
sewer lines, according to a press 
release about the arbitrator’s rul-
ing that the borough posted on its 
website on July 24.

The borough in the release said 
it will continue exercising a watch-
dog role going forward to ensure 
that future surcharges imposed 
by Suez are not excessive.

The ruling by the arbitration 
panel cannot be appealed, as the 
lease agreement between the bor-
ough and Suez calls for binding 
arbitration, Borough Manager 

Ken Klinepeter told the Press & 
Journal.

“Now that the arbitration is 
over, we look forward to collabo-
rating with the borough of  Middle-
town in this next phase of  our 
partnership,” Suez spokeswoman 
Ghilianie Soto said in an emailed 
statement to the Press & Journal. 
“While there were no investments 

made into the system during the 
arbitration, Suez has already be-
gun the process of  prioritizing and 
planning for critical upgrades to 
the system this year. Our plan is to 
follow the obligations stipulated in 
the (lease) for the implementation” 
of  the annual capital projects.

Average bill increases $72 annually from water usage shortfall in 50-year lease

Cleanup 
at TMI: 
When to 
start it?
Exelon wants to wait 
years, but watchdog 
group says do it now
By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Exelon wants to wait more 
than 50 years to finish the 
cleanup of  Unit 1 of  Three Mile 
Island, which the company has 
decided to shut down less than 
two months 
from now.

But Unit 1 
could — and 
should — be 
cleaned up 
immediate-
ly, several 
re s i d e n t s 
and mem-
b e r s  o f  
the watch-
dog group 
Three Mile 
I s l a n d 
Alert told 
the Nuclear 
Regulatory 
C o m m i s -
sion dur-
ing a public 
hearing the 
NRC held July 23 on Exelon’s 
decommissioning plan. 

Unit 1 must be decommis-
sioned within 60 years, ac-
cording to federal regulations, 
Bruce Watson, who presided 
over the hearing for the NRC, 
told those gathered at the Shera-
ton Harrisburg Hershey Hotel.

Watson is branch chief  of  
the Reactor Decommissioning 
Branch for the NRC.

The decommissioning plan 
Exelon has submitted to the 
NRC chooses an option known 
as SAFSTOR, or safe storage.

Used fuel from Unit 1 is to be 
placed in a spent fuel pool as 
of  Sept. 30, the date Unit 1 is 
being prematurely shut down 
by Exelon.

Fuel would be moved to dry 
cask storage by about 2022. But 

Please see TMI, page A6

More inside
• Cleanup timing 
was just one of 
several issues 
raised by residents 
and activists at 
the NRC hearing. 
PAGE A6
• A North Carolina-
based company 
has announced 
plans to acquire 
and complete 
decommissioning 
of the crippled 
Unit 2 reactor. 
PAGE A6‘NOT JUST A BLACK NEIGHBORHOOD’

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Owen Hannah and Carl Brookins 
grew up a few doors apart in 
Middletown, but hadn’t seen each 
other in more than 50 years until 
the Middletown Village Reunion 
in Hoffer Park on Saturday.

They recalled summers filled 
with bike riding, swimming and 
fishing, and skinny-dipping in the 
Swatara Creek along an unauthor-
ized beach behind the warehouses 
near Hoffer Park.

“I’d come home with bloodshot 
eyes (from swimming),” Hannah 
said. “My mom would say, ‘Where 
were you at?’” 

Back then most of  the African-
American community in Middle-
town lived in “The Village,” on 
Market, Lawrence, Lincoln and 
Grant streets and on Witherspoon 
and Russell avenues. 

The railroad tracks running 
from Philadelphia to Harrisburg 
“was the line of  demarcation,” 
Hannah said, separating where 
the blacks lived from where the 
whites lived in Middletown.

But also on the black side of  
the tracks were the “River Rats,” 
mostly white people who lived 
along the Susquehanna River.

“Those are badges that we all 

wore, and we liked that because it 
did identify us as being from some 
place,” Hannah said.

Brookins graduated from Mid-
dletown Area High School in 
1966, was drafted into the Army 
and served in the Vietnam War. 
He went to Texas and became a 
minister and now lives in Corpus 
Christi.

Hannah, two years younger 
at 69, was a member of  the 1968 

Middletown Area High School 
basketball team that won the Class 
B state championship.

He earned a baseball scholar-
ship at California University of  
Pennsylvania, from where the 
coach of  that 1968 Middletown 
team, Casper Voithofer, had come.

He was a referee for college bas-
ketball games for 30 years, all over 
the country including the Big Ten.

Hannah came back to Middle-

town, and his kids graduated from 
Middletown.

Bringing people such as Han-
nah and Brookins together after 
so many years was the vision of  
Florence Abdullah, the pastor of  
Grace and Mercy Church on Ann 
Street.

Abdullah, who grew up in a 
house on Russell Avenue and 
South Wood Street, put together 
a committee that held the first 
Middletown Village Reunion in 
2018.

Brookins couldn’t make that 
first reunion but wanted to make it 
this time. Middletown is his birth-
place and he still has family here.

“It’s an awfully long time. Thank 
God we’re still alive,” Brookins 
said.

Brookins hadn’t come the 
farthest. One former member of  
The Village came the whole way 
from the Philippines to be at the 
reunion.

Jessie “Skip” Williams didn’t 
come from far at all — he now 
lives in Harrisburg. But a lot of  
his family still lives in Middletown.

“There were so many good 
things about where we grew up,” 
said Williams, now 66. 

It was a time of  upheaval — of  

Middletown’s African-American community reunites to remember days of ‘innocence,’ catch up

Signing people in at the second annual Middletown Village Reunion 
Saturday were Brenda Thomas (Folks), Harriet Baylor (Crisp), Wanda 
Jefferies and Emma Pettis (Holton).

Please see VILLAGE, page A5

Please see SUEZ, page A7

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

About a year and a half  af-
ter the Middletown Business 
Association held its inaugural 
meeting at 
Alfred’s Vic-
torian res-
taurant, the 
association 
has reached 
a b o u t  2 5 
members. 

“ W e ’ v e 
grown quite 
a bit recently. I would say just 
this year, the group has really 
started to gain some good trac-
tion. We’ve been getting good 
turnouts for our meetings,” 
said association board member 
Scott Colman.

Business 
association 
reaches 25 
members

Please see BUSINESS, page A5

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Lower Swatara Township 
residents might start paying a 
monthly fee to fund stormwater 
projects as soon as Jan. 1.

No official vote was taken 
during a joint meeting of  the 
Lower Swatara Board of  Com-
missioners and the township’s 
municipal authority board 
July 22. However, all members 
of  both bodies said they are in 
favor of  implementing a fee. 

Many expressed interest in 
having it in place by Jan. 1 at 
the earliest. The township plans 
to have a public meeting before 
then to get input.

The township’s municipal 
authority acquires, constructs, 
improves and equips the sewer 
system and sewer-related fa-
cilities for public purposes 
and leases the sewer system to 
the township, according to its 
webpage. 

“I’m in favor of  a fee because I 
think that’s the most fair way to 
do this because I think everyone 

MS4 fee 
likely for 
Lower 
Swatara
Stormwater projects 
need funds; it could 
be in place by Jan. 1

Please see FEE, page A5

Colman
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Trip reaches one of Israel’s oldest cities

TO PLACE YOUR BUSINESS 
IN THIS DIRECTORY:

contact the Press And Journal at: 20 S.Union Street, Middletown
E-mail: info@pressandjournal.com       Phone: 717-944-4628

AUTO DEALER
Hondru Auto
2005 South Market Street, 
Elizabethtown
717-367-6644

Sutliff Chevrolet, Don Stago
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg
717-234-4444 or 717-940-4963

AUTO SERVICE
Dailey’s Service Station
200 East Main Street, Middletown
717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station
138 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service
231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown
717-944-7154

FLOWERS
Michele Hughes Lutz
Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton 
717-944-5425

HALLMARK CARDS  
& GIFTS
Middletown Pharmacy 
& Gift Shop
436 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1640

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Dale Sinniger & Son Electric
717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring
5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg
717-545-6103

HW Wilson Roofing
2161 North Union Street, Middletown 
717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service
3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown
717-367-3724

INSURANCE
State Farm Insurance
Steve Lane
735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

PRINTING
Press And Journal Publications
Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery
For More Information 
717-944-4628

RESIDENTIAL 
COMMUNITY
Woodland Hills
103 Sage Boulevard, Middletown
717-629-6177

SALON
Sharp Cuts
124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000

Support Your 
Local Businesses

944-1000
• • • HOURS • • •

Monday 1-8; Tuesday 12-8 
Wednesday Closed ; Thursday 10-8 

Friday 9-8; Saturday 8-12

124 W. Main Street, Middletown

Sharp Cuts

10% Senior 
Citizen 

Discount 
Everyday!

Youth Club Bingo 
scheduled for Thursdays

Youth Club Bingo will be held 
Thursday nights at the Middle-
town Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, 10 Adelia St. 

Doors open at 5 p.m., and 
bingo starts at 6:45 p.m.

Proceeds benefit the Middle-
town Youth Club.

56th annual Fuzzy Few 
Carnival is Aug. 12-17

The 56th annual Fuzzy Few 
Carnival will be held starting at 
6:30 p.m. Aug. 12-17 starting at 
Hummelstown Boro Park. 

There will be food, games, 
rides and free nightly entertain-
ment.

MASD free summer food 
program is in place

The Middletown Area School 
District is part of  the Summer 
Food Service Program. 

Free lunches are being pro-
vided, rain or shine, Monday 
through Friday, to children ages 

18 and younger. 
It is not necessary to register. 

Sites are Middletown Area High 
School cafeteria, 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m., through Aug. 2; Fink El-
ementary School, War Memorial 
Field concession stand, 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m., through Aug. 9; and 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 
Middletown, 11:15 a.m. to 12:45 
p.m., through Aug. 9. 

Royalton fire hydrant 
flushing is next week

Royalton borough fire hydrant 
flushing will be conducted be-
tween 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. on Tues-
day, Aug. 6, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 
and Thursday, Aug. 8. 

A slight discoloration of  the 
water might result for a short 
time after flushing.

Library summer reading 
program event is Aug. 7

The Middletown Public Li-
brary, 20 N. Catherine St. is hold-
ing its reading program through 
Aug. 7. 

From 1 to 2 p.m. Wednesday, 

Aug. 7, “Andrew’s Big Show” 
will feature juggling, circus 
skills, physical comedy, and au-
dience participation for all ages.

For more information, visit 
www.middletownpubliclib.org 
or call 717-944-6412.

Swatara Church of God’s 
Giddyup Junction slated

Giddyup Junction will be held 
from 6 to 8 p.m. Aug. 12-16 at 
Swatara Church of  God, 4860 
Lindle Road, Harrisburg.

Children ages 3 through 10 can 
come for Bible stories, games, 
skits and snacks.

For more information, email 
secretarycog@comcast.net or 
call Carol Keefer at 717-525-4434.

50th reunion set for 
Steel-High Class of 1969 

The Steelton-Highspire High 
School Class of  1969 is holding 
its 50th class reunion Saturday, 
Sept. 14, at the St. Lawrence 
Club, Steelton. More informa-
tion will follow.

Needed are updated addresses. 

Contact dadd1951@gmail.com or 
sdwhit@comcast.net.

46th Elizabethtown Fair 
will be held in August

The 46th annual Elizabeth-
town Fair will be held Aug. 
19-24, Monday through Saturday, 
until 11 p.m. 

Rides open daily at 2 p.m., 
noon on Saturday. There will be 
free nightly entertainment and 
competitive and agricultural 
exhibits.

For more information, visit 
www.pafairs.org/etownfair.

Brewery at Hershey 
Music Festival to be held

The Vineyard & Brewery at 
Hershey, 598 Schoolhouse Road, 
is sponsoring its Brewery An-
niversary and Music Festival on 
Saturday, Aug. 3. 

The vineyard opens at 11 a.m.
Admission is free, and the 

event is family friendly. There is 
a minimum requested donation 
per adult to benefit Children’s 
Miracle Network. 

TOWN TOPICS

Hello, August! Goodbye to 
July. What a hot mess you were! 

That’s not very nice, but even 
though it is summer it should 
not be so hot! 

I hope you are all keeping 
cool. We did have a little bit of  
a cooler spell in between these 
muggy sticky 90-something 
days! Yay for summer! 

Speaking of  summer, water 
helps to make it really fun. What 
do you like best, ocean, lake or 
river? Check out answers below 
to see what inspires us the most.

Israel trip, Day 4
Dr. Jim Ayers led the tour 

group to visit Rift Valley and the 
Judean wilderness on Friday, 
June 14. 

The first stop was Bet She’an. 
This is one of  the oldest known 
cities in Israel. Civilizations 
were built layer upon layer due 
to its important location. Read 
1 Samuel 31:10-12 to see what 
happened to King Saul and his 
sons there. 

These ruins were vast. We 
walked up steps to get a good 
look at everything. The amphi-
theater, public toilets, columns 
and platforms were all so inter-
esting to look upon. We were 
told on Jan. 15 in the year 749 
there was an earthquake that 
caused the destruction, which 
we could very clearly see. 

On the bus again, we traveled 
on Road 90, the longest road in 
Israel south to north. We drove 
through a checkpoint, leaving 
Israel and entering the West 
Bank. We went to Qasr al-Yahud, 
which is the closest point to 
where Jesus was baptized. See 
Matthew 3:13-17. 

Church groups and others 
were present, singing hymns 
and baptizing people in the 
Jordan River. It was quite small, 
narrow and very muddy.

Ayers said he believes Jesus 
was baptized out of  the cur-
rent of  the swift waters in 
Bethany. This is the other side 
from where we were sitting, in 
the country of  Jordan. We saw 
plenty of  soldiers with rifles 
across the river. 

John the Baptist did most of  
his baptizing here. He preached 
repentance, that we must have 
evidence of  repentance in our 
lives. Luke 3:21-22 tells us how 
much God loves his son. He pro-
claims his love. 

Ayers pointed out that we 
need to proclaim our love, to our 
family, to friends, neighbors and 
even strangers. 

The body of  Christ, the 
church, needs to show love to 
others. John preached repen-
tance, for people to turn around, 
and walk in a closer relationship 
to Jesus. 

We should proclaim the Good 
News, call out sin and practice 
our faith by loving others. The 
takeaway: be who God calls you 
to be. We are uniquely wired for 
our mission field. 

Next stop, Wadi Qelt! This 
place brings the parable of  the 

Good Samaritan to life, Luke 
10:25-37. This is near the Roman 
Road and a monastery built in 
the Byzantine period. It’s a deso-
late, dry area of  rocks and sand! 

We left the West Bank to go to 
Jerusalem. There, we saw our 
first panoramic view of  the Old 
City. We gazed upon the Mount 
of  Olives and tried to take in so 
much. 

It was beautiful and over-
whelming ... we were halfway 
through our sightseeing tour! 
Next week: Day 5! 

Birthdays 
A huge happy birthday greet-

ing is sent to a very special lady 
of  Lower Swatara Township, 
Sue Lawruk! She celebrates her 
cake day on Thursday, Aug. 1. I 
wish I were there to have a piece! 

Jordan Carr of  Middletown 
marks his 17th happy birthday 
on Thursday, Aug. 1. I hope it is 
your best one yet, Jordan! 

David Alcock of  Lower Swata-
ra celebrates his final teener 
birthday on Friday, Aug. 2. I 
hope your weekend is fantastic, 
David!

Happy birthday bouquets 
are sent to Karen Guenther of  
Lower Swatara on Aug. 2. Have a 
fun-filled Friday!

Happy landmark big-deal 
18th cake day to Ben Knisely 
of  Lower Swatara on Saturday, 
Aug. 3. Congrats to you, Ben!

Tom Harvey of  Lower Swatara 
celebrates his super Sunday 
birthday on Aug. 4. Many sunny 
smiles are sent your way, Tom! 

Happy 35th balloon-flying day 
to Jared Schaefer on Sunday, 
Aug. 4. Have a sensational day!

Christopher Shock of  Lon-
donderry Township observes 
his 20th snappy-happy birthday 
on Sunday, Aug. 4. I hope it is an 
over the top day!

Aryanna Griswold of  Middle-
town marks her 17th confetti-
popping day on Monday, Aug. 5. 
Make it the merriest! 

Happy high-five day to Myles 
Gutierrez of  Middletown on 
Monday, Aug. 5. He turns 19!

Devon Finsterbush of  Middle-
town marks her last teen birth-
day on Monday, Aug. 5. Happy 
19th to you. Enjoy! 

Here’s a happy birthday shout-
out to Kali Cleckner on Tuesday, 
Aug. 6. I hope 28 wonderful 
things happen on your day!

Happy birthday greetings to 
John Carberry of  Lower Swatara 
as he hits his 23rd cake-and-ice 
cream day on Tuesday, Aug. 6. 

Happy landmark big-deal 18th 
birthday to Lexi Hulstine of  
Middletown on Aug. 6. Have a 
terrific Tuesday! 

Anniversaries 
Best wishes to Gregg and 

Donna Hughes, who celebrate 
their 45th wedding anniversary 
on Saturday, Aug. 3. Have the 
best time ever, kids! 

John and Susan Parkhill of  
Lower Swatara Township cele-
brate 28 beautiful years together 
on Saturday, Aug. 3. Enjoy!

Happy 46th anniversary to 
Wes and Sheryl Cyphert of  
Lower Swatara. Their romantic 
holiday is Sunday, Aug. 4. Con-
gratulations!

Harry and Diane Myers of  
Lower Swatara celebrate 41 
years of  wedded bliss on Mon-
day, Aug. 5. I bet it will be just 
marvelous! 

Ebenezer Church news
Mark your calendar for some 

important August events at the 
Ebenezer Church located at 890 
Ebenezer Road in Lower Swata-
ra Township. All are invited! 

Every third Sunday, there is a 
food bank benefiting the Middle-
town Food Bank. 

On Monday, Aug. 5, Partners 
in Prayer will be held at 7 p.m.

On Monday, Aug. 19, Game 
Night will be held at 6:30 p.m.

On Saturday, Aug. 24, the 
Peach Festival is at noon. 

Ladies brunch buffet 
All women are invited to at-

tend the “Let Us Entertain You” 
brunch buffet from 9:30 to 11:15 
a.m. Aug. 14 at Hershey Ital-

ian Lodge, 128 Hillcrest Road, 
Hershey. 

The musicians are sopranos 
Amy and Megan Burghdorf  of  
Lower Swatara Township pre-
senting a mini-concert. Nancy 
Richard of  Smyrna, Delaware 
will share “The Day I Said ‘I 
Do’,”, a true, dynamic story of  
“for better or worse.”

For reservations, call Edna at 
717-652-0997 or Mary at 717-533-
3497 or email roseyposey3@veri-
zon.net. The deadline is Aug. 9. 

This is presented by Hershey 
Area Women’s Connection, af-
filiated with Christian Women’s 
Clubs of  America. 

Cool Chip Dip
1 (8 oz.) package of  cream 

cheese
1 small onion, finely chopped, 

or dry onion equivalent 
Ketchup (add according to 

taste)
Mix softened cream cheese. 

Add onion and catsup, until it is 
dipping consistency. 

It’s great with chips or crack-
ers. Enjoy! 

Township meetings 
The following Lower Swatara 

Township meetings will be 
held in the municipal building 
located on Spring Garden Drive 
at 7 p.m.:
Board of Commissioners: Wednes-
day, Aug. 7; Wednesday, Aug. 21.
Planning Commission: Thursday, 
Aug. 22.
Municipal Authority: Monday, Aug. 
26.
Zoning Hearing Board: Wednesday, 
Aug. 28. 

Quote of the Week
“Each person who plays a part 

in our lives offers something we 
might learn.” — Anonymous 

Question of the Week 
What do you like better — 

ocean, lake or river? Why?
“I like the ocean because it is 

vast and therapeutic.” — Wendy 
Weiss, Aledo, Texas.

“The ocean, because of  the 
waves, and it is huge! And it has 
sand!” — Will, Jon and Ryan 
Benkovic, Lower Paxton Town-
ship. 

“I like lakes best, because I 
like competitive water skiing. 
My team, Lake Mohawk Ski 
Hawks, competes on a lake! My 
heart is where my ski is!” — 
Whitney Wood, 22, Sparta, New 
Jersey

“The ocean. I like waves!” — 
Gabby Frost, 15, Royalton.

“Lakes. They are calm, peace-
ful and usually surrounded by 
woods!”  — Stacey Frost, Royal-
ton. 

Proverb for the Week 
The crucible is for silver, 

and the furnace is for gold, and 
a man is tested by his praise 
(27:21). 

Reach LaVonne Ackerman at 
717-649-7366 or by email at La-
VonneAck@comcast.net.

PHOTO COURTESY OF LAVONNE ACKERMAN

There are many ruins at Bet She’an. 

Civil War talk in Highspire

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Bill Leonard of Lower Swatara Township discussed “Civil War Clothing, 
Weapons and Reenactment” during an open house June 1 for the 
Highspire Historical Society at The Wilson House, 273 2nd St., Highspire.

ONLY 250

TICKETS!

HUMMELSTOWN FIRE COMPANY

Gun Bingo OCT. 13,2019PLAY BINGO FOR A CHANCE 
TO WIN A GUN!

Doors open @ 11:30 • Bingo starts @ 1:30
$50 ticket donation* INCLUDES:
20 Regular Games & Side Raffle Games

—
3 Special Games (sold separately)

*Advance Ticket 
purchase recommended

FREe meal served till 1:30 &
refreshments included!

info: Pam (717) 566-3193 or htownfire46bingo@gmail.com
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This notice contains information about a question that will be on the ballot in 
the Municipal Election to be held on November 5, 2019. 

The ballot question proposes an amendment to the Constitution of 
Pennsylvania, based on a joint resolution of the General Assembly of 
Pennsylvania. 
 
If this ballot question is approved by a majority of the people voting on it, the 
amendment will become law. 

The General Assembly of Pennsylvania first proposed the amendment during 
the 2018 session and approved it for a second time during the 2019 session of the 
legislature, as required by Article XI, Section 1 of the Constitution.

This public notice is part of the process of amending the Constitution of 
Pennsylvania. The Secretary of the Commonwealth is required to publish: 

• A copy of the joint resolution proposing the amendment.  

• The text of the question that will be on the ballot.

• A “Plain English Statement” prepared by the Office of Attorney     
    General explaining the purpose, limitations and effects of the  
    ballot question upon the people of this Commonwealth.

Text that appears in bold print are the changes to the words of the Constitution 
that are proposed by the General Assembly. If the amendment is approved, the 
words underlined would be added to the Constitution.

If you need help reading this advertisement or need the text of the proposed 
amendment in an alternative format, call or write the Pennsylvania Department 
of State, Bureau of Election Services and Notaries, Room 210 North Office 
Building, Harrisburg, PA 17120, (717) 787-5280, ra-BCEL@pa.gov. 
 
 Kathy Boockvar, Acting Secretary of the Commonwealth 

JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 2019–1

Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, providing for rights of victims of crime.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby resolves 
as follows:

Section 1.  The following amendment to the Constitution of Pennsylvania is 
proposed in accordance with Article XI:

That Article I be amended by adding a section to read:

§ 9.1.  Rights of victims of crime.

(a)  To secure for victims justice and due process throughout the criminal and 
juvenile justice systems, a victim shall have the following rights, as further 
provided and as defined by the General Assembly, which shall be protected 
in a manner no less vigorous than the rights afforded to the accused: to be 
treated with fairness and respect for the victim’s safety, dignity and privacy; 
to have the safety of the victim and the victim’s family considered in fixing 
the amount of bail and release conditions for the accused; to reasonable and 
timely notice of and to be present at all public proceedings involving the 
criminal or delinquent conduct; to be notified of any pretrial disposition 
of the case; with the exception of grand jury proceedings, to be heard in 
any proceeding where a right of the victim is implicated, including, but 
not limited to, release, plea, sentencing, disposition, parole and pardon; to 
be notified of all parole procedures, to participate in the parole process, to 
provide information to be considered before the parole of the offender, and 
to be notified of the parole of the offender; to reasonable protection from the 
accused or any person acting on behalf of the accused; to reasonable notice 
of any release or escape of the accused; to refuse an interview, deposition or 
other discovery request made by the accused or any person acting on behalf of 
the accused; full and timely restitution from the person or entity convicted for 
the unlawful conduct; full and timely restitution as determined by the court 
in a juvenile delinquency proceeding; to the prompt return of property when 
no longer needed as evidence; to proceedings free from unreasonable delay 
and a prompt and final conclusion of the case and any related postconviction 
proceedings; to confer with the attorney for the government; and to be 
informed of all rights enumerated in this section.

(b)  The victim or the attorney for the government upon request of the victim 
may assert in any trial or appellate court, or before any other authority, with 
jurisdiction over the case, and have enforced, the rights enumerated in this 
section and any other right afforded to the victim by law. This section does not 
grant the victim party status or create any cause of action for compensation 
or damages against the Commonwealth or any political subdivision, nor any 
officer, employee or agent of the Commonwealth or any political subdivision, 
or any officer or employee of the court.

(c)  As used in this section and as further defined by the General Assembly, 
the term “victim” includes any person against whom the criminal offense or 
delinquent act is committed or who is directly harmed by the commission 
of the offense or act. The term “victim” does not include the accused or a 
person whom the court finds would not act in the best interests of a deceased, 
incompetent, minor or incapacitated victim.

Section 2.  (a)  Upon the first passage by the General Assembly of this proposed 
constitutional amendment, the Secretary of the Commonwealth shall proceed 
immediately to comply with the advertising requirements of section 1 of 
Article XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmit the required 
advertisements to two newspapers in every county in which such newspapers 
are published in sufficient time after passage of this proposed constitutional 
amendment.

(b)  Upon the second passage by the General Assembly of this proposed 
constitutional amendment, the Secretary of the Commonwealth shall proceed 
immediately to comply with the advertising requirements of section 1 of 
Article XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmit the required 
advertisements to two newspapers in every county in which such newspapers 
are published in sufficient time after passage of this proposed constitutional 

amendment. The Secretary of the Commonwealth shall submit this proposed 
constitutional amendment to the qualified electors of this Commonwealth at the 
first primary, general or municipal election which meets the requirements of and 
is in conformance with section 1 of Article XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania 
and which occurs at least three months after the proposed constitutional 
amendment is passed by the General Assembly. 

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

CRIME VICTIM RIGHTS 

Ballot Question

Shall the Pennsylvania Constitution be amended to grant certain rights to crime 
victims, including to be treated with fairness, respect and dignity; considering 
their safety in bail proceedings; timely notice and opportunity to take part in 
public proceedings; reasonable protection from the accused; right to refuse 
discovery requests made by the accused; restitution and return of property; 
proceedings free from delay; and to be informed of these rights, so they can 
enforce them?

Plain English Statement of the Office of Attorney General

The proposed amendment, if approved by the electorate, will add a new section 
to Article I of the Pennsylvania Constitution. That amendment will provide 
victims of crimes with certain, new constitutional rights that must be protected 
in the same way as the rights afforded to individuals accused of committing a 
crime.  

The proposed amendment defines “victim” as both a person against whom the 
criminal act was committed and any person who was directly harmed by it. The 
accused or any person a court decides is not acting in the best interest of a victim 
cannot be a victim.  

Generally, the proposed amendment would grant victims the constitutional right 
to receive notice and be present and speak at public proceedings involving the 
alleged criminal conduct. It would also grant victims the constitutional right to 
receive notice of any escape or release of the accused and the right to have their 
safety and the safety of their family considered in setting the amount of bail and 
other release conditions. It would also create several other new constitutional 
rights, such as the right to timely restitution and return of property, the right to 
refuse to answer questions asked by the accused, and the right to speak with a 
government attorney.  

Specifically, the proposed amendment would establish the following new rights 
for victims:

● To be treated with fairness and respect for the victim’s safety,  
   dignity and privacy

● To have the safety of the victim and the victim’s family  
    considered in fixing the amount of bail and release conditions  
    for the accused

● To reasonable and timely notice of and to be present at all public  
   proceedings involving the criminal or delinquent conduct

● To be notified of any pretrial disposition of the case

● With the exception of grand jury proceedings, to be heard in any  
    proceeding where a right of the victim is implicated, including,  
    but not limited to, release, plea, sentencing, disposition, parole  
    and pardon

● To be notified of all parole procedures, to participate in the  
    parole process, to provide information to be considered before  
    the parole of the offender, and to be notified of the parole of  
    the offender

● To reasonable protection from the accused or any person acting  
    on behalf of the accused

● To reasonable notice of any release or escape of the accused

● To refuse an interview, deposition or other discovery request  
    made by the accused or any person acting on behalf of the  
    accused

● Full and timely restitution from the person or entity convicted  
    for the unlawful conduct

● Full and timely restitution as determined by the court in a  
    juvenile delinquency proceeding

● To the prompt return of property when no longer needed  
    as evidence

● To proceedings free from unreasonable delay and a prompt and  
    final conclusion of the case and any related postconviction  
    proceedings

● To confer with the attorney for the government

● To be informed of all rights enumerated in this section

The proposed amendment would allow a victim or prosecutor to ask a court 
to enforce these constitutional rights but would not allow a victim to become a 
legal party to the criminal proceeding or sue the Commonwealth or any political 
subdivision, such as a county or municipality, for monetary damages.  

Once added to the Pennsylvania Constitution, these specific rights of victims 
cannot be eliminated, except by a judicial decision finding all or part of the 
amendment unconstitutional or the approval of a subsequent constitutional 
amendment. If approved, the General Assembly may pass a law to implement 
these new, constitutional rights, but it may not pass a law eliminating them. If 
approved, State and local governments will need to create new procedures to 
ensure that victims receive the rights provided for by the amendment.

• PUBLIC NOTICE •

PAID FOR WITH PENNSYLVANIA TAXPAYER DOLLARS. THIS ADVERTISEMENT IS FUNDED IN WHOLE BY THE GENERAL FUND.

PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF PENNSYLVANIA
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EASY TO PLACE YOUR AD: online: pressandjournal.com/classifieds    call: 717-944-4628   visit: 20 S. Union St., Middletown

PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

PRINT&WEB 
$10 (yard sales) 
$25 (commercial)

Legal & Public Notices 
call or email for pricing

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

 EMPLOYMENT

 MISCELLANEOUS

 MISCELLANEOUS

 MISCELLANEOUS

 MISCELLANEOUS

END 
ROLLS

Plain Newsprint
$5 & $10

Various 
Sizes & 
Lengths

20 S. Union Street, Middletown
944-4628

 YARD/GARAGE SALES

ONLY $10 FOR BOTH PRINT & DIGITAL 
HERE’S WHAT YOU GET FREE:

• FREE map of your yard sale location on our website.
• Post photos of your items on our website for FREE.
•  If your yard sale is rained out, your ad runs again the 

following week for FREE - call 717-944-4628.

To place, go to: pressandjournal.com/classified
Deadline: Monday 1 pm

MOVING YARD SALE
Sat., Aug. 3  •  8 a.m.-3 p.m.

Strasburg St., Lower Royalton
Houseplants, garden plants, household items,  

clothes, and furniture.

YARD SALE
Fri., Aug. 2/Sat., Aug. 3 • 8 .m.-?

2011 Rosedale Ave., Middletown
Women’s/men’s clothes, rototiller,

Shop-Vac, dehumidifier, Christmas decorations, misc.

OFFICE ASSISTANT 
Full-time and Part-time

WANTED

COMPENSATION:
Full-time position benefits: health insurance, short-term 

disability insurance, 401K, paid time off. 
Part-time position benefits: paid time off. 
Salary is commensurate with experience.

Send cover letter, resume, references to: 

 
c/o Maxine Etter
maxineetter@pressandjournal.com
20 S. Union St., Middletown, PA 17057

QUALIFICATIONS:
The ideal candidate must have good communication 
skills and basic computer knowledge in Excel and Word. 
Must also possess a high level of organizational skills and 
the ability to multitask.

OUR COMPANY:

EOE

Press And Journal, Inc. publishes an award-winning 
community newspaper as well as several well-
respected regional niche publications. Established 
in 1854, our newspaper and commercial printery is 
proudly family-owned and operated. We firmly believe 
our community is at the heart of what we do. 

&PRESS   JOURNAL

• No special license required
• Comfortable, clean company vehicles
• Mostly 4-6 hr. monthly/weekly evening runs
•  Company pallet jack provided for loading & 

unloading of skids

Applications must be 
� lled out in-person at:

Press & Journal Publications
20 South Union Street, Middletown

Monday - Friday: 9 am - 4 pm • (717) 944-4628

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Licensed Electricians  •  Fully Insured

40 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Free Estimates • 944-3419 or 944-6766

DALE A. SINNIGER & SON

•New & Old Wiring
•Code Updates
•Phone & TV  
  Cable Wiring
•Electric Heat
•Electric Smoke 
  Detectors

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured
for Your

Protection 
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating

Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

Considering Cremation?
Save Thousands On Cremation Expenses

728 Main Street • Avoca, PA 18641

Serving all of PA
Tyler J. Currie, Supervisor

Preplan and prepay 
today and receive a

For a limited time, so Act NOW!

$200
DISCOUNT

Simple
Cremation
$1395

or payments as low as 
$16.00 a month

All Inclusive, No Hidden Fees 

92
29

4-
14

09
-1

For a FREE no obligation 
brochure and information, 

please call us toll free at 
844-427-3672 

or visit us on-line at
www.cremationofpa.com

Our facilities are private & secure. Your loved one never leaves our care. 

0092297-art.indd   1 3/28/19   9:56 AM

DEMAND JUSTICE

CLERGY ABUSE ATTORNEY HOTLINE 800-444-9112

Victims of sexual abuse by 
Catholic clergy or by authority 
figures at school have rights.

 If you were abused by a priest or member of the 
clergy in Pennsylvania, you have rights. 

WE CAN FIGHT TO PROTECT THOSE RIGHTS, 
AND HELP YOU GET THE JUSTICE YOU DESERVE.

FELDMAN & PINTO IS A LAW FIRM LOCATED AT 6706 SPRINGBANK STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19119
MATTHEWS & ASSOCIATES IS A LAW FIRM LOCATED AT 6706 SPRINGBANK STREET, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19119, WITH 

PRINCIPAL OFFICES AT 2905 SACKETT STREET, HOUSTON, TX 77098
MATTHEWS & ASSOCIATES IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CONTENT OF THIS AD. THE CHOICE OF A LAWYER IS AN IMPORTANT 

DECISION, AND IT SHOULD NEVER BE BASED SOLELY UPON AN ADVERTISEMENT.

Roundup®, a common weed and  
grass killer, has been linked to the 
development of Non-Hodgkin’s 
Lymphoma in  farm workers and 
employees in garden centers, 
nurseries, and landscapers. If 
you or someone you care about 
has been diagnosed with Non-
Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, contact 
us today as time may be limited.

1-800-460-0606
www.RespectForYou.com/NHL

312 W. HoustoN, cameRoN,tx 76520
Richard a. Dodd is licensed to practice in Pennsylvania and is responsible for this ad.

Tough  • ExpEriEncEd • TrusTworThy
cappolino | dodd | KrEbs LL

P

stock 
photo 

portrayalNon-Hodgkin’s Lymphoma

30 YEARS OF SERVICE
CDL & NonCDL drivers to deliver new trucks
from Jonestown andMacungie. Bonus

Program, No Forced Dispatch, Be Your Own
Boss! Must Have: DOT physical, NO DUI last 10
years, Willingness to Keep Logs. CleanMVR.

Apply Online at
www.qualitydriveaway.com
or call 574-642-2023

Pennsylvania Land Auctions Aug 12 - 14
BOTH SELL WITHOUT RESERVE

PA DANIEL NELSON RE LIC RM42770; WILLIAMS & WILLIAMS MARKETING SERVICES, INC. RE LIC 
RB067514; PETER COSTANZO AU3142R. BUYER’S PREMIUM MAY APPLY.

800.801.8003 • williamsauction.com/PA

MANHEIM, PA • 8 Doe Run Road (High Street) 
13.8+/- ac of Ag land, easy drive to Lancaster, Reading, & Harrisburg.

COATESVILLE, PA • 250 North First Avenue (Route 82) 
8.7+/- ac of residential land, mainly solid stone and timber. 

Bid Online Only Aug 12 - 14 at auctionnetwork.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Letters 
Testamentary have been granted 
in the following estate. All persons 
indebted to the said estate are required 
to make payments and those having 
claims or demands are to present the 
same without delay to the Executors 
named below.
ESTATE OF EMANUEL GUTGOLD, 
late of Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, 
(died) Executor and Morgan Cassel, 
Attorney: 624 North Front Street, 
Wormleysburg, PA  17043

#182 0717-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
 

ESTATE NOTICE
Letters Testamentary on the Estate 

of Frances J. Wolfgang, date of death 
June 25, 2019, late of Middletown 
Borough, Dauphin County, Pennsyl-
vania, having been granted to the 
undersigned, all persons indebted to 
said Estate are requested to make 
immediate payment and those hav-
ing claims will present them without 
delay to:

 
Christopher A. Okerberg, Executor
c/o Pannebaker & Mohr, P.C.
4000 Vine St, Suite 101
Middletown, PA 17057
 or to:
Kendra A. Mohr, Esq.
Pannebaker & Mohr, P.C.
4000 Vine St, Suite 101
Middletown, PA 17057

#183 0724-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE COURT OF COMMON 
PLEAS OF DAUPHIN COUNTY

PENNSYLVANIA
DOCKET NO._ 18-07370 

PETITION FOR CHANGE OF NAME 
NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on 
June 11th 2019, the Petition of Cailyn
Hoar was filed in the above named 
court, requesting a decree to change 
her name from Cailyn Hoar to Cailyn 
Cabella. 
The Court has fixed Tuesday, August 
6th 2019, at 10:30 a.m. in Lancaster 
County Courthouse. 50 North Duke 
Street Lancaster, PA as the time and 
place for the hearing on said Petition, 
when and where all persons interested 
may appear and show cause if any 
they have, why the prayer of the said 
Petition should not be granted.
ATTORNEY____________________

#184 0731-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

CAREGIVER NEEDED – 
Elderly female is in need of a 
caregiver. For more information 
call 772-205-4645. (7/31)

 EMPLOYMENT

Dental Insurance: Call 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company for details. NOT 
just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. 
855-890-4914 or http://www.
dental50plus.com/Penn Ad# 
6118

A PLACE FOR MOM: The 
nation’s Largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! Our 
service is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-855-400-1032

NOTICE
Pursuant to §128.85 of the 

Pennsylvania Department of 
Agriculture Title 7 regulations, 
GROWMARK FS, LLC. hereby 
gives notice of  ground 
application of “Restricted Use 
Pesticides” for the protection 
of agricultural  crops in 
municipalities in Pennsylvania 
during the next 45 days. 
Residents of contiguous 
property to our application 
sites should contact your local 
GROWMARK FS, LLC. facility 
for additional information. 
Concerned Citizens should 
contact: Michael Layton, 
MGR. Safety & Environment, 
mlayton@growmarkfs.com 
GROWMARK FS, LLC. 308 N.E. 
Front Street, Milford, DE 19963. 
Call 302-422-3002

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off and 0% financing for 
those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
569-3087

Press & Journal Staff

National Night Out events on Aug. 
6 in Middletown and Lower Swatara 
Township will take on different looks 
this year.

Middletown will hold its event from 
6 to 8 p.m. in Hoffer Park. The borough 
is encouraging residents to lock their 
doors, turn on their outside lights, 
and spend the evening with neighbors 
and with local law enforcement at 
Hoffer Park.

The Middletown event is free and 
will include entertainment, fun for 
children, games, food, giveaways, 
and more.

In Lower Swatara, from 6 to 8 p.m., 
residents are asked to get out of  the 

house and get to know their neigh-
bors — sit in front of  your house, 
host a block party or cookout, or walk 
through your neighborhood with a 
flashlight. 

Expect to see the police department 
out and about. 

During that time frame, township 
officers will be walking, biking and 
driving through the neighborhoods. 

Lower Swatara Police Chief  Jeff 
Vargo told the Press & Journal in June 
that the department decided to go in a 
different direction after a discussion 
between borough and township police 
departments. 

As part of  the event, he’s hoping to 
help establish a neighborhood watch 
program.

First six months 
of 2019 busiest  
in history of HIA

National Night Out events in 
Middletown, Lower Swatara 
prepare for Aug. 6 activities

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

The first six months of  2019 have 
been the busiest first six months of  
any year in the history of  Harrisburg 
International Airport.

From January through June, the 
number of  passengers flying in and 
out of  HIA was 1.7 percent greater 
than the previous record set in the 
first six months of  1997, HIA spokes-
man Scott Miller told the Press & 
Journal.

“People are buying seats at a record 
level,” Miller said, in part because 
HIA has more seats available for sale 
than the airport has had in almost 
10 years.

The seat increase is due to airlines 
at HIA expanding their service, led 
by Frontier, Allegiant and American. 

More seats available has led to fares 
coming down “a little bit on aver-
age,” Miller said. HIA also has more 

nonstop destinations — 16 — than 
ever before.

“(Passenger) traffic is up, flights are 
up” and HIA is continuing to benefit 
from the economy doing well, he said.

HIA won’t publicly release the fig-
ures through June until after today’s 
meeting of  the authority that owns 
the airport.

But through May 31, the most re-
cent month for when numbers have 
been released, 589,184 passengers 
had flown in and out of  HIA so far in 
2019 — a 17.3 percent increase over 
the first five months of  2018.

HIA is on track to surpass the 
passenger numbers for all of  2018 — 
which were the highest at the airport 
since 2007.

“People are buying seats at a 
record level.”

Scott Miller, HIA spokesman

Harrisburg gas prices 
fell 2.6 cents per gallon 
last week, averaging 
$2.82 Sunday, according 
to GasBuddy’s daily sur-
vey of  241 stations. 

Prices are 2.5 cents 
a gallon lower than a 
month ago and 8.2 cents 
a gallon lower than a 
year ago.

The cheapest station 
in Harrisburg was $2.70 
Sunday while the most 
expensive was $2.91. The 
lowest price in the state 
was $2.57 while the high-
est was $3.20.  The cheap-
est price in the country 
was $1.97 while the most 
expensive was $5.09. 

The national average 
fell 3 cents in the last 
week, averaging $2.72 
Sunday. The national 
average is up 1.8 cents per 
gallon from a month ago 
and 12.1 cents per gallon 
lower than a year ago.

Gas prices in Har-
risburg on July 29 have 
varied in recent years: 
$2.90 in 2018, $2.42 in 2017, 
$2.16 in 2016, $2.69 in 2015, 
and $3.55 in 2014.

Neighboring areas and 
their current gas prices:
Lancaster: $2.79, down 3.6 
cents  from last week.
Reading: $2.83, down 1.6 
cents.
York: $2.69, down 2.4 cents.

“By and large, motor-
ists can expect to see 
little organized move-
ment at the pump in the 
week ahead, and barring 
any new situations, we 
should be able to cruise 
into the fall months with-
out a major hiccup in 
prices,” said Patrick De-
Haan, head of  petroleum 
analysis at GasBuddy. 

Gasoline 
prices 
drop a bit
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GUIDELINES 
& FEES

CARD OF THANKS, 
IN MEMORIAM 

AND OBITUARIES

Obituaries: 
Notify your funeral director 
that you would like your love 
one’s obituary to appear in the 
Press & Journal.
Fee: 31¢ per word. $5 for 
photo billed through funeral 
home. 

Card of Thanks & 
In Memoriam: 
Contact the Press & Journal 
at 717-944-4628 or email 
pamsmith@pressandjournal.
com. 
Fee: $10 for 45 words or less, 
paid in advance, cash, check 
or charge.

DEADLINE: NOON MONDAY

114 Sage Blvd  $255,385 - now $248,385 - offer expires August 31 
2,000 sq ft, 4 BD, 3 BA, first floor owner’s suite, island, granite, loft 
composite deck, walkout lower level, 2 car garage, natural gas heat 

www.CBBurkholderHomes.com            CALL TODAY  717-629-6177 

Woodland Hills Sales Center hours  Monday-Friday 10-5, Saturday 1-4  (closed 4th Sat.) 
Sales Center at 101 Sage Blvd.  

(off N. Union St/441, directly across from the entrance to Middletown Area HS)

COMING SOON TO 
Swatara Church of God

exciting Bible stories, 
games, skits & snacks!

Bring your friends (ages 3-10) 

& join us each day.

August 12th-16th, 6 pm - 8 pm
For more information, 

email secretarycog@comcast.net or call Carol Keefer (717) 525-4434

4860 Lindle Road, Harrisburg

Swatara 
church of god

the civil rights movement, the as-
sassination of  the Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., and of  Robert 
Kennedy.

But Middletown was different, a 
place of  relative calm, or as Wil-
liams put, of  “innocence.”

“This was a place where regard-
less of  what your position was, we 
were all able to live civilly with 
each other,” Williams said. “That 
was something I appreciated about 
not only the people in my neigh-
borhood, but of  people in the town 
in general. I always felt like this 
was a great town.”

There were three African-Amer-
ican churches in Middletown 
— Ebenezer African Methodist 
Episcopal, still active and located 
on Market Street; Zion Primitive 
Baptist on Catherine Street; and 
Second Baptist on Lincoln, said 
Emma Pettis, who grew up Emma 
Holton, first on Russell Avenue 
and then the corner of  Market 
and Wood.

The three congregations all 
supported one another, especially 
during Christmastime. Everyone 
got dressed up and went to the 
services of  all three churches.

“We knew everyone in our 
neighborhood. If  your parents 
weren’t home, your next-door 

neighbor looked out for you. It 
was just a connection, that close 
bond to each other,” Pettis said. “It 
was not just a black neighborhood.
Our neighbor could be someone 
of  a different race, but we still 
got along.”

Pettis graduated from Middle-
town in 1963 and worked for the 
Pennsylvania Liquor Control 
Board for 38 years. She moved 
to Lower Swatara in 1995 “but to 
me the borough of  Middletown is 
still my home” and she is still a 

member of  Ebenezer.
A big part of  Abdullah’s vision 

is that the reunion pay tribute to 
“the generals,” the folks 80 years 
and older who raised the families 
of  The Village.

Doris Anderson, 94, works out 
in the gym three days a week. She 
lives in a house on South Wood 
Street, across the street from 
where she grew up.

After working 40 years for the 
federal government at military in-
stallations in the region, Anderson 
became a nurse. 

By the time she retired from 
that, she was 90.

“It’s a blessing for her to be 
around to see this,” said her son, 
Ron, who accompanied Doris to 
the reunion. “A lot of  her other 
comrades are no longer here. To 
give back the respect of  the ones 
that raised us in the manner that 
we are today, that means a lot.”

Another general, Leroy I. Jeffer-
ies Jr., at age 85 is head deacon at 
Zion Primitive Baptist, which has 
about 40 active members.

“We keep things moving,” said 
Jefferies, who served three years 
in Korea after being drafted in the 
Army, and then spent another 37 
years in the Reserves and National 
Guard before retiring from the 
military as a master sergeant.

He worked at the former Olm-

sted Air Force Base for more than 
20 years until the base closed. 
Jefferies got a job with Hershey 
Foods, where he stayed about 13 
years.

“It means a lot to me … it gives 
me joy in my life,” Jefferies said 
of  he and the other generals being 
honored at Saturday’s reunion. “I 
appreciate what they are doing.”

VILLAGE: African-American community gathers, honors ‘generals’
From page A1

Frances Wolfgang
MIDDLETOWN

A memorial service will be 
held for Frances J. Wolfgang 
of  Middletown, on Saturday, 
August 3, 2019 at 11 a.m. at 
Riverside Chapel/New Begin-
nings Church, 630 South Union 
Street, Middletown, PA 17057. 
Visitation will be from 10 a.m. 
to 11 a.m. at the church. 

Burial will be private in 
Woodlawn Memorial Gardens. 

Arrangements by Zimmer-
man-Auer Funeral Home, Inc., 
of  Harrisburg, Pa.
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needs to have some skin in the 
game, so to speak,” Dan Magaro, 
municipal authority vice chair-
man, said during the meeting. 
“But we need to have a more 
definitive figure in that budget to 
determine what that fee is.” 

The fee is not a tax because tax-
exempt entities such as churches 
would pay the fee. 

“If  we go with a fee, that means 
taxable and non-taxable parcels 
will be obligated to contribute to 
this,” township manager Betsy 
McBride said.

Some municipalities across 
the state such as Lower Swatara 
are required to manage their 
stormwater systems, runoff water 
and pollutants entering streams 
through an MS4 — municipal 
separate storm sewer system — 
permit. 

For months, the township has 
debated how to pay for stormwater 
projects. Initial estimates pre-
sented at the meeting suggested 
that the flat fee for residents would 
be $6.70 monthly in the first year, 
but increase to $12 by 2023.

“Are we looking at a fee until 
2025 and then it would go away 
unless it’s revoted on? Or is this 
fee just going to go on forever 
because we don’t think we’ll ever 
solve the problem?” resident Dale 
Messick said.

Bruce Hulshizer of  HRG, the 
township’s contracted engineer-
ing firm, said the township’s 
permit goes until 2023, but they 
don’t know what the permit re-

quirements will be past that point. 
Hulshizer said the township’s 

stormwater expenses currently 
come out of  the general fund. 
He estimated that the township’s 
2019 stormwater budget was 
about $800,000, but the township’s 
MS4 permit was imposing more 
requirements and more needs 
were identified by a stakeholder 
committee. 

According to Hulshizer, single-
family residences make up 15 
percent of  the impervious surface 
area in the township but are 41 
percent of  taxable assessed value. 
Impervious surfaces are paved 
areas such as roads, parking lots 
and driveways, and they usually 
increase water runoff because 
they don’t absorb water.

Lower Swatara is estimating 
that it would need $1,042,128 in 
revenue from the stormwater 
fee in the first year. However, the 
draft budget is projecting that the 
needed revenue will increase ev-
ery year, and by 2023, the township 
would need $1,796,051. The town-
ship is estimating that operating, 
capital and debt services costs will 
go up every year.

This means the stormwater fee 
would increase every year. In the 
first year, the flat fee would be $6.70 
monthly in year one, $8.60 in year 
two, $10.80 in year three, and $12 
in year four.

Hulshizer noted that these 
figures don’t include a township 
subsidy. For every $100,000 sub-
sidy, the fee would be lowered by 
$0.70. A subsidy, however, would 
be covered by taxes.

“It’s not like we have this magic 
bucket that money comes from. 
We’re subsidizing it from the gen-
eral fund, from taxes,” Hulshizer 
said. 

Commissioners advocated for 
keeping the fee steady. 

“I don’t want to see it every year 
keep jumping up. I think we should 
try to establish a number that we 
can keep for the next four, five 
years,” President Jon Wilt said. 

The township identified about 
$200,000 for projects that can be 
done by the township’s public 
works department like sliplin-
ing storm sewer pipes. There 
are about $13 million in capital 
improvement projects being dis-
cussed — most of  which would be 
funded through loans.

Hulshizer said the budget as-
sumes 5 percent delinquency and 
25 percent credits.

Credits are a discount off the 
stormwater fee for property own-
ers when they use stormwater 
control techniques. Under the 
draft credit policy, credits would 

be available to all property owners, 
and the maximum discount they 
can receive via credits is 30 percent 
with the exception for properties 
that are stormwater partners. 

There are eight types of  credits 
under the draft policy, although 
residential property owners 
would not be eligible for all of  the 
proposed credits. Some of  the pro-
posed credits for non-residential 
property owners would be for 
stream restoration and offering 
education programs. 

All of  the credits would expire 
in 2023, but they could be renewed. 

Hulshizer said some properties 
in the township, such as Harris-
burg International Airport, might 
end up with more than 30 percent 
credits if  they apply to be stormwa-
ter partners, for example because 
they convey a significant amount 
of  the township’s stormwater.

Hulshizer recommended includ-
ing “everything” in the stormwa-
ter budget so it would look like the 
township needed help and may 
get the best offer if  they went for 
financing through the Pennsyl-
vania Infrastructure Investment 
Authority, for example. 

“I think a million dollar budget 
in this particular program right 
out of  the gate is too high,” said 
municipal authority member Chet 
Hartz. “I think we’ve got to go back 
and look at this and determine 
a more accurate budget so we 
can come to a clear decision on a 
monthly fee.”

Hartz asked why over $100,000 
was budgeted for major equipment 
and machinery. 

“A lot of  these items are coming 
out of  the general budget before 
we had this program,” Hartz said. 
“And we going to impose another 
fee to pay for this? Our taxes aren’t 
going to go down for taking this 
out of  the general budget.”

A majority of  that money is for 
a street sweeper, and Director of  
Public Works Lester Lanman said 
they’re paying the sweeper off over 
several years. 

Hulshizer said some municipali-
ties don’t include street sweeping 
as part of  their stormwater pro-
gram, but township MS4 supervi-
sor Madison Smith said it’s an MS4 
requirement because they have to 
log and document street sweeping. 

It’s the best way to clean inlets, 
she said. 

Lanman said the street sweeper 
was purchased with cleaning in-
lets in mind so that they don’t have 
to manually lift the inlet grates and 
climb into the inlets. 

But the numbers aren’t set 
in stone because the township 
doesn’t have quotes for equipment, 
Lanman added.

When the first meeting was held, 
the first five members that signed 
up were the association’s interim 
board of  directors. 

“The entity is formed. The struc-
ture is in place. There was a lot of  
years of work in getting things, and 
now we’re really ready to build 
the framework and groundwork 
and get new members going,” 
Colman said. 

Colman is a board member along 
with Scott Sites, relationship man-
ager at Members 1st Federal Credit 
Union, and Alfred’s Victorian’s 
Robin Pelligrini. 

In 2014, the Middletown Indus-
trial and Commercial Develop-
ment Authority incorporated the 
association and approved $20,000 
to cover start-up costs such as 
paying lawyers to file incorpora-
tion documents and developing 
a website to promote local busi-
nesses and attractions. 

The association’s first meeting 
was to be held in February 2015, 
but it was canceled. Borough 
council in 2016 voiced their sup-
port for having the association be a 
separate entity from Middletown’s 

government, but also collaborate 
with the borough. 

Colman, who owns Hetrick 
Center along with his wife, Mary, 
said joining the association is near 
and dear to him. 

“I always found it odd that there 
wasn’t a chamber of  commerce or 
business association or something 
or the like in the Middletown com-
munity,” Colman said.

As part of  the association, 
Colman said he has access to a 
network of  local business owners 
and salespeople to work with.

Being part of  a longtime busi-
ness, Colman “felt like it was a 
community business responsibil-
ity that I get involved with this so 
that we can really get it off the 
ground and get it running so we 
can get as many businesses as 
possible involved.”

He estimated there are about 
25 members. A recent addition 
is With Kidz in Mind on South 
Union Street. 

Owner Amy Ebersole said she 
wanted to join because she has a 
local business and wanted to sup-
port other area businesses. 

“I just like the visibility of  the 
different businesses that are in-

volved in it,” Ebersole said.
The Middletown Business As-

sociation is working on growing 
the number of  members and 
adding value to the association’s 
membership. 

“Everyone joins business orga-
nizations because they’re looking 
to get more business, but also 
share with other business owners 
and salespeople and like-minded 
individuals because chances are 
within that group, there’s someone 
that is struggling with something 
that you’re struggling with as a 
business person or will struggle 
with that same thing in the future,” 
Colman said.

Everyone is welcome. The 
association isn’t limited to busi-
ness owners, but also nonprofit 
organizations and individuals 
such as salespeople involved in 
the business community. Colman 
said the association wants to give 
members a way to network with 
other businesses and grow their 
own sales. 

So far, the association has 
planned events at least once a 
month, including co-sponsoring 
the Middletown Communities 
That Care’s Community Clean-Up 

Day in May and business mix-
ers featuring speakers such as 
Harrisburg Regional Chamber 
President David Black. Members 
are encouraged to give feedback 
on what topics they want to learn 
more about.

A representative from Sen. Mike 
Folmer’s office spoke at a business 
mixer at Alfred’s Victorian on July 
25. Like past mixers, members had 
a chance to ask questions. 

Colman said he’s enjoyed getting 
to know members at the events 
and meetings. 

“It’s starting to make Middle-
town feel a little bit smaller, if  
you will, where we’re not all at 
arms length. We’re all coming to 
the table together,” Colman said. 

The association has social me-
dia pages on LinkedIn at www.
linkedin.com/company/middle-
town-business-association and 
Facebook at www.facebook.com/
MiddletownBusinessAssocia-
tion/, where membership applica-
tions can be found. Applications 
are also available at association 
meetings. 

Membership dues cost $75 for a 
company and $50 for individuals 
and nonprofit organizations. 

FEE: Lower Swatara stormwater fee could increase every year, reaching $12 by 2023
From page A1

BUSINESS: Association open to nonprofits, salespeople to network
From page A1

A panel of  climate scientists will 
visit the William H. & Marion C. 
Alexander Family Library, 200 W. 
2nd St., Hummelstown at 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Aug. 7, to lead a free, 
policy-neutral, fact-driven discus-

sion about climate change.
The panel is composed of  

climate experts from Princeton 
University, Harvard University, 
and the University of  California, 
Berkeley. They will discuss the 

state of  climate science, the con-
text of  a changing climate, and the 
impacts of  a changing climate. A 
question-and-answer session will 
follow.

“Climate Up Close” was founded 

by climate scientists to “ensure 
that the door of  opportunity 
remains open, and that all par-
ticipate in the scientific inquiry 
into the climate,” according to 
a press release from the library. 

The organization is apolitical and 
policy-neutral and financially 
independent, the release stated.

The event is open to the public. 
Learn more at dcls.org/adulte-
vents or by calling 717-566-0949.

Hummelstown library to host climate change discussion

“Are we looking at a fee 
until 2025 and then it 
would go away unless 
it’s revoted on? Or is this 
fee just going to go on 
forever because we don’t 
think we’ll ever solve the 
problem?” 

resident Dale Messick

“We knew everyone in 
our neighborhood. If your 
parents weren’t home, 
your next-door neighbor 
looked out for you. It 
was just a connection, 
that close bond to each 
other. It was not just 
a black neighborhood. 
Our neighbor could be 
someone of a different 
race, but we still got 
along.”

Emma Pettis
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ROYALTON BOROUGH RESIDENTS
FIRE HYDRANT FLUSHING

Fire hydrant � ushing will be 
conducted as follows:

Tuesday, August 6th, 
Wednesday, August 7th & 

� ursday, August 8th
between the hours of 9 am & 3 pm.
A slight discoloration of the water may result 

for a short time a� er � ushing. Residents 
should refrain from doing laundry during 

the scheduled � ushing times.

� ank you all for your cooperation.

FOOD ~ GAMES ~ RIDES
AUGUST 12-17 • Starts at 6:30 pm • Hummelstown Boro Park

FFO CREED:
Youth, Fellowship, Goodwill, 

Civic Improvements
The FFO Inc. is a 

Hummelstown-based nonpro� t 
organization dedicated to 

serving the community. 
All proceeds support youth 
and community projects.

Check Out Our Ride Company: www.TonsOfFunShows.com
NO PETS PERMITTED ON CARNIVAL GROUNDS

Free Nightly Entertainment
• Mon., Aug. 12 JUMPSTART (Oldies)

• Tues., Aug. 13 THE CARDS (Classic Rock/80's) 

• Wed., Aug. 14 HONEY PUMP (Classic Rock) 

• Thurs., Aug. 15 LUV GODS (Rock)

• Fri., Aug. 16 SOUL SOLUTION (R&B Funk & Soul)

• Sat., Aug. 17 PENTAGON (Oldies Rock Show)

56th Annual
Fuzzy Few

AUGUST 12-17 • Starts at 6:30 pm Hummelstown Boro Park
Carnival

Thank you for your support
FFO Carnival Committee

Hummelstown Boro Park

actual decommissioning opera-
tions at Unit 1 would be delayed 
until 2075, under the plan Exelon 
has submitted to the NRC.

Exelon says SAFSTOR “pro-
vides a safe environment for our 
decommissioning workforce by al-
lowing additional time for normal 
radioactive decay, which results 
in less waste and lower radiation 
exposure.”

Exelon chose long-term safe 
storage over another option 
known as DECON, where “equip-
ment, structures and portions of  
the facility and site that contain 
radioactive contaminants are 
promptly removed or decon-
taminated to a level that permits 
termination of  the license shortly 
after cessation of  operations,” 
according to the Exelon decom-
missioning plan.

But decommissioning of  Unit 1 
should begin now, Eric Epstein, 
chairman of  Three Mile Island 
Alert, said at the hearing.

“An accelerated cleanup 
through DECON would employ 
more people, protect the tax base 
and preserve the institutional 
knowledge we have here,” Epstein 
said. “None of  those things are 
factored by you in this. In 60 years 
that goes away. You have no crite-
ria and no way of  preserving that 
institutional knowledge. That’s 
why I think it makes sense to clean 
the plant up immediately.”

Cleaning the plant up now would 
help provide employment for the 
hundreds of  people losing their 
jobs from Exelon closing the plant, 
softening the economic blow to the 
region, said resident and activist 
Gene Stilp.

Full-time employment at TMI 
in Londonderry Township will 

be slashed from 675 to 300, shortly 
after Sept. 30 when the used fuel 
is moved to the spent fuel pool, 
according to the Exelon decom-
missioning plan.

Full-time staffing will be down to 
200 by 2021, and to about 50 by 2022.

Epstein also noted that decom-
missioning Three Mile Island Unit 
2 — the reactor dormant since the 
March 1979 accident — cannot be 
completed until Unit 1 is decom-
missioned.

“Whatever decision you make 
is basically a decision on TMI 
2,” he told the NRC panel. “It is 
fundamentally manifestly unfair 
that we are even discussing the 
likely cleanup of  TMI 2 to 100 
years after the accident. (Out of  
a)  sense of  fairness and fair play 
for the people around here is that 
we get to it right now. You have the 
workers, you have the expertise, 
why not use them?”

But there are “some advan-
tages” to Exelon waiting, Watson 
noted. “As the time goes on the 
radioactive material decays, the 
actual dose rates for the workers 
going in to remove and dismantle 
the plant are reduced significantly 
as time goes on.”

In any event, the decision of  how 
soon to decommission Unit 1 is up 
to Exelon, not the NRC, according 
to Watson.

“It’s solely the licensee or in this 
case Exelon’s decision when to do 
the decommissioning,” Watson 
said. “We will be there to make 
sure it is safe and secure during 
that entire period. We presently 
inspect Unit 2 at least annually. We 
will continue to inspect the plant 
… we’re going to be there to make 
sure it is safe and secure, but (it 
is) Exelon’s decision as to the rate 
they decommission the plant.”

Epstein insisted Exelon could 
decommission the plant sooner 
if  it wanted to.

“They did it at Zion and they are 
going to do it at Oyster Creek,” 
Epstein said, referring to other 
Exelon nuclear plants being de-
commissioned in Illinois and New 
Jersey. “This is a decision that (Ex-
elon) is making to walk away from 
their commitment. They are going 
to mothball TMI 1. That’s exactly 
what played out at TMI 2 … it’s in 
limbo. If  you allow this plant to 
sit in limbo until 2075, that means 
TMI 2 sits in limbo until 2075 — 100 
years after the accident.”

Watson at the end of  the hearing 
did note having heard “numerous 
times” from those in the audience 
“that you would like to have the 
site cleaned up now.”

That is “a very strong comment 
that I think Exelon should take 
into consideration,” Watson said.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

As the Sept. 30 shutdown 
of  Three Mile Island Unit 1 
approaches, a North Carolina-
based company has announced 
plans to acquire and complete 
decommissioning of  the crippled 
Unit 2 reactor, site of  the nation’s 
worst nuclear power accident.

EnergySolutions Inc., a pri-
vately held company based in 
Charlotte, is negotiating pur-
chase of  Unit 2 from GPU Nucle-
ar, EnergySolutions announced 
in a press release July 23.

GPU Nuclear owned TMI-2 
when the reactor began com-
mercial operations on Dec. 30, 
1978. The accident occurred 
less than three months later, on 
March 28, 1979.

GPU Nuclear also owned the 
other reactor at TMI, Unit 1, 
until 1998 when Unit 1 was sold 
to AmerGen. In December 2003, 
Unit 1 was acquired by Exelon, 
the present owner.

Exelon plans to shut down op-
erations of  Unit 1 effective Sept. 
30, as the plant is considered 
unprofitable.

GPU Nuclear has retained 
ownership of  the crippled Unit 
2 reactor. In 2001, Unit 2 was 
acquired by Ohio-based First-
Energy, as part of  FirstEnergy’s 
acquisition of  GPU Nuclear.

EnergySolutions said in the 
press release that the company 
has signed a “term sheet” with 
GPU Nuclear, meaning the two 
companies have agreed to ne-
gotiate a definitive agreement 
over the coming months toward 
EnergySolutions acquiring Unit 
2 and its assets.

The acquisition of  Unit 2 by 
EnergySolutions is subject to ap-
proval by the Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission.

EnergySolutions acquiring 
Unit 2 means that EnergySolu-
tions would also become respon-
sible for completing the decom-
missioning and dismantling of  
the crippled reactor.

“A prospective new owner of  a 
U.S. nuclear power plant would 
need to apply to the NRC for a 
transfer of  the facility’s license,” 
NRC spokesman Neil Sheehan 
told the Press & Journal in an 
email. “Among other things, 
we would evaluate whether the 
prospective new owner had the 
financial and technical where-
withal to safely and effectively 
decommission the plant.”

Once an agreement is reached 
between EnergySolutions and 
GPU Nuclear, EnergySolutions 
said it will apply to the NRC to 
transfer all licenses and assets 
to EnergySolutions.

EnergySolutions is owned 
by Energy Capital Partners, a 
company based in New Jersey.

Following the 1979 accident, 
about 99 percent of  the fuel in 

Unit 2 was removed and shipped 
to a facility in Idaho. 

Since 1993, Unit 1 has been in 
what the NRC refers to as a SAF-
STOR status, where the reactor 
is kept in safe and stable stor-
age until decommissioning and 
dismantling can be completed.

The plan submitted by FirstEn-
ergy to the NRC calls for Unit 2 to 
remain in safe storage through 
the early 2050s, Sheehan said. En-
ergySolutions, if  it acquires Unit 
2, could seek to make changes to 
the decommissioning schedule, 
subject to NRC approval.

“If  another company wanted to 
adopt a different approach, as in 
DECON (immediate dismantle-
ment), that new plan would have 
to be reviewed by the NRC,” 
Sheehan said. Both the safe stor-
age and DECON approaches “are 
permitted under our regulations, 
so long as the decommissioning 
work at the site is completed 
within 60 years after permanent 
shutdown of  the plant.”

EnergySolutions did not in-
dicate whether it will seek to 
make changes in the timetable 
for decommissioning. However, 
the company pointed to its expe-
rience in decommissioning other 
nuclear reactors.

According to the release, that 
experience includes the nearly 
completed decommissioning of  
the Zion Nuclear Power Station 
in Illinois and the La Crosse Boil-
ing Water Reactor in Wisconsin.

The Zion project is the largest 
commercial decommissioning 
project in the U.S. to date, Ener-
gySolutions said. 

EnergySolutions is also in a 
partnership to decommission 
the San Onofre Nuclear Power 
Plant in California, and recently 
reached an agreement to partner 
in decommissioning the Fort 
Calhoun Nuclear Power Plant 
in Nebraska. EnergySolutions 
also just completed decommis-
sioning the SEFOR Test Reactor 
in Arkansas, the company said.

The release says that Ener-
gySolutions has formed a joint 
venture with Jingoli, a construc-
tion company based in New 
Jersey, to perform the decom-
missioning of  TMI Unit 2.

Jingoli has successfully man-
aged and executed nuclear proj-
ects on behalf  of  numerous utili-
ties in the United States and in 
Canada, EnergySolutions said.

“We look forward to working 
with FirstEnergy to acquire the 
asset and to safely complete the 
decommissioning of  this site,” 
said EnergySolutions President 
and CEO Ken Robuck. “Our 
extensive experience allows us 
to continue to refine our De-
commissioning Management 
Model, which builds on each 
project by incorporating lessons 
learned and utilizing leading 
technologies that have proven 
successful.”

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Debate over when Exelon should 
decommission its nuclear plant 
on Three Mile Island was one of  
several issues raised by residents 
and activists at the Nuclear Regu-
latory Commission’s public hear-
ing July 23.

Eric Epstein, chairman of  
Three Mile Island Alert, referred 
to TMI Alert opposing a request 
Exelon has made to the NRC for 
an exemption that would allow 
Exelon to use money from its Unit 
1 decommissioning fund to build a 
spent fuel dry cask storage facility 
on the island.

Used spent fuel from Unit 1 is 
to stay in the spent fuel pool until 
2022, when it is to be moved to the 
dry cask storage.

In objections TMI Alert pro-
vided to the NRC separate from 
the July 23 hearing, Epstein said 
that at every other nuclear plant 
in Pennsylvania — Beaver Val-
ley, Limerick, Peach Bottom and 
Susquehanna — plant owners 
have used their own corporate 
funds to build spent fuel dry casks, 
instead of  using money in the de-
commissioning fund raised from 
ratepayers.

The Unit 1 decommissioning 
fund totals $669 million as of  Dec. 
31, 2018, according to the Exelon 
plan. But the radiological decom-
missioning for Unit 1 — over 50 
years from now — will cost just 
more than $1 billion, according 
to the plan.

Exelon gave a total decommis-
sioning cost estimate of  $1.2 billion 
in a press release that the company 
gave to reporters at the hearing.

By Exelon’s own numbers, the 
fund is already short well over 
$300 million, Epstein pointed out.

He further contended Exelon’s 
decommissioning cost estimate is 
too low and unrealistic, because 
it doesn’t fully factor labor costs, 
changes in interest rates and tax 
laws, inflation, and cost mandates 
tied to remediation of  the Chesa-
peake Bay due to Unit 1 being 
on an island in the middle of  the 
Susquehanna River.

For example, Epstein, also a 
Central Dauphin school board 
member, noted the school dis-
trict’s costs for aluminum and iron 
increased by $350,000 this year, due 
to tariffs put in place by the Trump 
administration.

“This is reality, folks. Do you 
think dry cask costs are fixed? 
… I plead with you, do not allow 
Exelon to raid the fund. If  you go 
down this path, it’s like allowing 
a bank robber to guard your secu-
rity box,” Epstein said.

Exelon has already received 
over $300 million from the U.S. 
Department of  Energy for spent 
fuel management, so Exelon will 
be “double dipping” if  the NRC 
allows the company to use its de-
commissioning fund for the same 
purpose, Epstein said.

As evidence of  “the unreli-
ability of  decommissioning cost 
projections” at TMI, Epstein in 

his written comments to the NRC 
pointed to the decommissioning 
cost estimate for the crippled Unit 
2 reactor.

The original $200 million esti-
mate to decommission Unit 2 has 
grown to $1.26 billion. The trust 
fund balance is $834 million, or 
$365 million below the “minimal 
level” needed to clean up Unit 2, 
Epstein wrote, citing NRC figures.

However, Exelon in its statement 
said the company’s request to use 
money from the Unit 1 decommis-
sioning trust fund to pay for stor-
age is “a common practice across 
the industry.”

The trust fund “should fully 
cover the cost of  decommission-
ing” Unit 1, Exelon said in the 
release. “If  there were a shortfall, 
Exelon would be responsible for 
the rest.”

Susquehanna Township resi-
dent Patti Smith questioned the 
NRC panel on whether the public 
will have a chance to give input 
on Exelon’s exemption request 
regarding use of  the decommis-
sioning trust fund money.

Watson said the exemption re-
quest is a matter of  review by NRC 
staff and that there is no opportu-
nity for public input — unless the 
state of  Pennsylvania chooses to 

“weigh in” on it.
“You’re saying it’s 

ratepayers’ money, 
but ratepayers have 
no voice in it?” Smith 
asked.

“Not according to 
NRC regulations,” 
Watson said.

Epstein told the 
Press & Journal in a 
separate phone inter-
view after the hear-
ing that TMI Alert 

requested the NRC hold a public 
hearing as part of  the exemption 
request, but the agency rejected 
the request.

The state auditor general has 
also requested the NRC hold a 
public hearing as part of  the 
exemption request, according to 
Epstein.

Gary Miller, a spokesman for 
the AG’s office, said that the AG 
at Epstein’s urging “did suggest” 
to the NRC that the NRC hold a 
hearing. The NRC replied that the 
topic could be discussed during the 
July 23 public hearing, Miller told 
the Press & Journal in an email.

The NRC received the exemption 
request from Exelon in April. The 
agency typically takes a year to 
review such requests, so a decision 
is not likely before April 2020, NRC 
project manager Justin C. Poole 
told Smith at the hearing.

Besides the July 23 public hear-
ing, residents have until Oct. 9 
to submit comments to the NRC 
regarding the decommissioning 
report submitted by Exelon for 
Unit 1.

But that’s an exercise in futility, 
according to Epstein, who opened 
his remarks at the hearing by say-
ing, “I have zero confidence in the 

process. I actually think this is a 
choreographed farce.”

Not so, NRC spokesman Neil 
Sheehan told the Press & Journal 
after the hearing.

“We want to hear from people 
who live in the community and 
who might be able to shed light 
on issues we are not aware of,” 
Sheehan said.

For example, he noted concerns 
expressed by Dusty McMillen, 
who lives with her husband across 
from TMI, over how fracking could 
increase chances of an earthquake 
that could damage structures on 
the island.

McMillen also observed how 
climate change is leading to rising 
levels of  the Susquehanna River, 
increasing flood possibilities. 

That’s something to think about, 
as the dry cask storage is to be 
at ground level, Sheehan noted. 
“This is valuable input from people 
who live in the community. It helps 
better inform our process.”

Sheehan said the Exelon report 
is not subject to NRC approval, but 
for the NRC to “review to make 
sure it is consistent with our re-
quirements.”

If  the plan does not meet require-
ments, the NRC can raise these 
issues with Exelon and request 
the company make changes.

If  Exelon does not act, “we have 
a formalized request for additional 
information that they would be 
compelled to respond to, and if  
not, we can always look at enforce-
ment,” Sheehan said.

The enforcement tools are pri-
marily civil in nature, but criminal 
prosecution is possible if  Exelon 
was found to be taking “deliber-
ate” action to avoid complying 
with requirements, Sheehan said.

TMI: Exelon, watchdog group disagree over timing of plant cleanup
From page A1

How to comment on decommissioning plan
You can read the Exelon decommissioning plan for Unit 1 of 
Three Mile Island on the NRC website. Written comments 
regarding the plan can be submitted to the NRC using Docket 
ID NRC-2019-0142 on the regulations.gov website. Comments 
can be submitted by mail, using the same Docket ID, to Office 
of Administration, Mail Stop: TWFN-7-A60M, U.S. Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, Washington, D.C. 20555-0001, ATTN: 
Program Management, Announcement and Editing Staff.

Company plans to 
buy TMI Unit 2, will 
decommission it

Watchdog group questions usage 
of fund for TMI’s dry cask storage

STAFF PHOTOS BY DAN MILLER

TMI Alert Chairman Eric Epstein testifies during the July 23 hearing.

Middletown area resident and longtime TMI Alert 
member Mary Stamos speaks during the public 
hearing held by the NRC on the Exelon plan for 
decommissioning Unit 1 at Three Mile Island. 
Seated at left is Bruce Watson of the NRC.
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MIDDLETOWN
• Youth Club Bingo – Open 5
p.m., First Game – 6:45 pm, @
M-town Fire Co.

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Summer Music Series, Sunset
Bar/Grill: Jeffrey Walker – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Library: Story/Craft Time-
10:30 am, Family Yoga – noon,
Tales with T.A.I.L.S. – 6 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Lions Club – 6:30 pm
• Planning Commission – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Library: LEGO® Jr. Maker Club 
– 6:30 pm, Jewelry Club – 6 pm
• Youth Club Bingo – Open 5 
pm, First Game - 6:45 pm, M-
town Fire Co.

LONDONDERRY TWP. 
• Summer Music Series, Sunset
Bar/Grill: Brodhi’s 
Ransom – 7 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Bingo, Fire Hall – 7 pm
• Board of Commissioners – 7 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners – 10 am;
 Followed by Retirement Board

MIDDLETOWN
• Red Rose Rebekah #586 – 1 pm
• Alzheimer’s Assoc. @ Frey Vil-
lage – 6:30 pm
• Library: Mystery Book Club – 6 
pm, STEM Club – 6 pm, Family 
Yoga – 6 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Odd Fellows #307 – 7:30 pm
• Library: Story/Craft Time- 10:30 
am, Yoga – noon, Tales with 
T.A.I.L.S. – 6 pm
• School Board General Meeting 
– 7 pm

ROYALTON
• Boro Planning Commission – 7 pm
• Boro Authority – 5 pm

HIGHSPIRE
• Boro Council – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN 
• Kiwanis – 6 pm
• Am. Legion Board – 7 pm
• Library: STEM Club – 6 pm, 
Family Yoga – 6 pm 

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Fire Co. Aux. 7:30 pm

HUMMELSTOWN
• Fuzzy Few Carnival – 
6:30 pm, Boro Park

MIDDLETOWN
• M-town Library Board – 6 pm
• ABWA Olmsted Chapt. – 6 pm
• Library: Story/Craft Time – 
10:30 am, Family Yoga – noon, 
Tales with T.A.I.L.S. – 6 pm

HIGHSPIRE
• Boro Council – 7 pm

ROYALTON
• Boro Council – 7 pm

HUMMELSTOWN
• Fuzzy Few Carnival-
6:30 pm, Boro Park

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Bingo, Fire Hall – 7 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners – 10 am

HUMMELSTOWN
• Fuzzy Few Carnival –
6:30 pm, Boro Park

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Ag Land Preservation – 9 am

HUMMELSTOWN
• Fuzzy Few Carnival –
6:30 pm. Boro Park

HUMMELSTOWN
• Fuzzy Few Carnival –
6:30 pm, Boro Park

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Fire Co. – 7:30 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Red Rose Rebekah #586 – 1 pm
• Library: STEM Club – 6 pm;
Family Yoga – 6 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• School Board of Directors – 6 pm
• Odd Fellows #307 – 7:30 pm

HIGHSPIRE
• Planning Commission – 7 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Bingo, Fire Hall – 7 pm
• Twp. Commissioners – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Am. Legion Aux. – 7 pm
• Library: Children’s Summer
Program, Andrew’s Big 
Show, 1-2 pm

BOOK LOVER'S DAY LAZY DAY

We Are  
PENN STATE 
in the Capital Region

777 West Harrisburg Pike, Middletown, PA 17057
717-948-6000 • harrisburg.psu.edu

An Equal Opportunity University

Embracing a Rich History and 
Working Toward a Bright Future

We serve with passion and strive for excellence

JEFF HASTE, Chairman 
MIKE PRIES, Vice Chairman 
GEORGE HARTWICK III, Secretary

Middletown
Area School

District

The Middletown Area School District does not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in its programs, or 

employment practices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act.

55 West Water Street, Middletown, PA 17057 (717) 948-3300

“Helping To Shape The Future By 
Meeting The Challenges Of Today”

2601 Sunset Drive
Middletown • 944.5415
www.sunsetbandg.com
www.sunsetgc.com

www.londonderrypa.org

  Live Music on 
the deck

  Daily Food & 
Drink Specials

 
  Open Golf  

Tourneys

   Jr. Golf Clinic

  Stars & Stripes 
Salute

This month’s calendar is made possible by the 
community-minded businesses, local municipalities, 
county offices and educational institutions shown below.

WORLD DAFFODIL DAY

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Lions – 6:30 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Library: LEGO® Jr. Maker Club 
– 6:30 pm
• Youth Club Bingo – Open 5 pm,
First Game - 6:45 pm, M-town 
Fire Co.

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Summer Music Series, Sunset
Bar/Grill: Don Johnson Band – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Youth Club Bingo – Open 
5 pm, First Game - 6:45 pm,
@Fire Co.

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Londonderry Fire Co. – 8 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Conservation District
Meeting – 7 pm
• Emergency Planning 
Comm. – 10 am

STEELTON
Established 1880

Our Renaissance Starts Now . . . 
Steelton is Open for Business with 
Tax Incentives for New Business

Maria R. Marcinko, Mayor
Doug Brown, Borough Manager
Terry Carroll, Accounts Payable
Rosemarie Paul, Asst. Secretary/Treasurer
Michele Powell, Utility Billing Clerk
Marianne Reider, Tax Collector

Borough Council:
Brian Proctor, President

Michael Segina, Vice President
Keontay Hodge, Pro-Tem

Dennis Heefner
Natashia Woods

Kelly Kratzer
William Krovic

MIDDLETOWN
• Sons of Am. Legion – 5 pm

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Bingo: Open Noon, First
Game – 2 pm, Fire Co.

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Chicken Barbecue, 10 am-2 pm
@ Fire House

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
DAY

HUMMELSTOWN
• Bingo Blast, Hummelstown
Fire Co. Doors open 5 pm; 
First Game 7 pm

ROMANCE AWARENESS 
MONTH

LONDONDERRY TWP. 
• Summer Music Series, Sunset
Bar/Grill: Jeffrey Walker – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Library: LEGO® Jr. Maker Club 
– 6:30 pm
• Youth Club Bingo – Open 5 pm,
First Game - 6:45 pm, M-town 
Fire Co.

HIGHSPIRE
• Boro Authority – 7 pm

HUMMELSTOWN
• Fuzzy Few Carnival –
6:30 pm, Boro Park

NATIONAL CRAYON 
COLLECTION MONTH

NATIONAL CATFISH 
MONTH

NATIONAL TRAFFIC 
AWARENESS MONTH

TOASTED 
MARSHMALLOW DAY

NATIONAL CLOWN DAY

Gregory A. Anoia O.D.

"The Patient-friendly Practice"

(717) 944-3201
120 West Water Street, Middletown

Modern 
& Classic 
Eyewear Styles

• Eye Exams
• Contact Lenses

THECENTRALVOICE.COM   |   JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2018   |   FREE

Please see SHIPPENSBURG SENIOR, page 11

ALLISON HILL:

Helicoptors
& helpers
PG. 24-25

One outside threat is the Masterpiece Cakeshop 

v. Colorado Civil Rights Commission case now be-

fore the US Supreme court. Jack Phillips, the baker 

who refused to make a cake for David Mullins and 

Charlie Craig in 2012, argues he should be allowed to 

discriminate against LGBTQ people as an expression 

of  religious freedom. His argument is dangerous and 

ugly, and threatens to undermine many of  the recently 

hard-earned victories against discrimination. 

Villains outside our community are easy to express 

outrage toward.

It is more difficult to look inside our own communi-

ties and networks to identify how we may cause harm 

to each other. How do we turn away from that harm 

toward creating healing queer communities?

A recent, called “Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgen-

der, Queer, and HIV-affected Intimate Partner Violence 

in 2016,” allows us to jump into that conversation.

The report is an analysis of  more than 2,000 reports 

of  intimate partner violence collected by 14 member 

programs of  the National Coalition of  Anti-Violence 

Programs (NCAVP). 

It seeks to describe the violence experienced by 

LGBTQ and HIV-affected communities in the fourteen 

geographic regions represented, from Los Angeles to 

Kansas City to Burlington. It should not be understood 

as a count of  the totality of  intimate partner violence 

taking place in LGBTQ and HIV-affected communities 

across the US. 

That being said, even the raw counts of  incident 

reports in each program should be understood as 

the tip of  the iceberg for the regions served. Many 

survivors of  intimate partner violence may not feel 

comfortable disclosing their traumatic experiences, 

THE THREAT 
FROM WITHIN

A disturbing look at 

intimate partner violence

By Louie Marven

There are formidable threats to LGBTQ safety and civil rights 

from outside our community. Are there also formidable 

threats to our safety from within our own community?

Please see THREAT FROM WITHIN, page 18

By Central Voice

Shippensburg Univer-

sity senior Trent Bauer 

now knows the power of  

media.
Last October Bauer did 

a “White Men Can Dance” 

segment on Ellen DeGe-

neres – and then received 

a $10,000 check for his self-

less volunteer work.

Bauer didn’t know that 

his friend Steph had writ-

ten to Ellen telling her that 

he was the “most selfless 

and special” people she 

knew. She also explained 

that Bauer was dedicated to LGBT activism at his school. 

He serves as the university’s first LGBT student 

coordinator. “I wrote to the president [of  the school] 

and asked them to create [the position].” According to 

Shippensburg U.

senior shows Ellen 

he can dance

Ellen's TV audience learns there's a lot 

more to this guy than his moves

Trent Bauer struttin' his stuff on “The Ellen Show.”  -Youtube

Trent Bauer

FAB FEST:

Oh, what 
a night!
PG. 16

CUMBERLAND COUNTY EDITION

JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2018

FREE!

How Chocolate 

Became Tied to

Valentine's Day 
3 Heart Health 

Tips for Women

HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE:

Are You One 

of the 50%?
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PAGE 20
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Raiders wrap up 

losing season 

on diamond  B1MAHS track 

at districts  B1

ANTI-BIAS LAW A2

Public notices in this week’s Press & Journal

• MIDDLETOWN: Health Standard 

For Water Compliance. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: Sergeant Testing 

Announcement. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: MASD Invitation 

To Bid. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: MASD Proposed 

Final Budget. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: Betty L. Ramsey 

Estate Notice. A4

• SWATARA TWP: Tzyh S. Wu Es-

tate Notice. A4

• STEELTON: Barbara C. Kostyal 

Estate Notice. A4

• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Charlotte A. 

Washington Estate Notice. A4

• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Daniel E. 

Wolfe Estate Notice. A4

www.hondruauto.com

2005 S. Market Street • Elizabethtown, Pa. 17022

717.367.6644
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Write-ins could shape November ballot

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

and David Barr

davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

It looks as though Middletown 

Mayor James H. Curry III can be 

on the Democratic ballot in the 

general election in the fall — if  

he wants to be.

In Lower Swatara, two Repub-

licans received enough write-in 

votes from Democrats to appear 

on the November ballot.

And Middletown Borough 

Councilor Ian Reddinger also said 

he is interested in running after 

receiving support on the Tuesday, 

May 16 primary ballot.

In an unusual election year, it’s 

likely write-in candidates will play 

a key in who is elected in the fall.

Curry received 70 write-in votes 

on the Democratic ballot, accord-

ing to Jerry Feaser, director of  

the Dauphin County Office of  

Elections and Voter Registration. 

Curry would need only 10 certi-

fied write-in votes to appear on 

the Democratic ballot in the fall. 

If  Curry does 

decide to run 

the fall elec-

tion will be a 

rematch be-

tween the one 

four years ago 

between Curry, 

who at the time 

was a Demo-

crat, and Republican Robert Giv-

ler.
Givler, a retired Middletown po-

lice officer, defeated fellow retired 

borough police officer Richard 

Hiester on the 

Republican bal-

lot during Tues-

day’s primary, 

235 votes to 183 

votes.
Reddinger, 

a Republican 

who was not 

on the primary 

ballot after he chose not to run — 

received 24 write-in votes on the 

Democratic ballot. 

That could enable Reddinger to 

run for a full four-year term in the 

fall if  he chooses to. Reddinger was 

appointed to council in May 2016. 

“I am interested in running,” 

Reddinger told the Press & Jour-

nal. “I do want to serve Middletown 

and I appreciate their support.”

In the unofficial results for Mid-

dletown Borough Council, Dawn 

Knull was the only person on the 

Democratic ballot for a four-year 

seat. Knull received 229 votes, and 

there were 75 write-in votes cast.

Borough council candidate Jen-

ny Miller also received 17 write-in 

votes on the Democratic ballot for 

a four-year seat. However, Miller 

will already be on the Republican 

ballot in the fall.

Three candidates were on the 

Republican ballot competing for 

three four-year seats. Miller re-

ceived 379 votes, Rachelle Reid 294 

and David Rhen 292. There were 

95 write-in votes.

Voters will elect three council 

members in November for the 

four-year seat. If  Reddinger choses 

to be on the ballot, three would be 

Reflecting on Middletown’s prom

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY JODI OCKER

Ivy Martnishn and Chris Plummer get ready to enter the Middletown prom on Saturday, May 20, at the Red Lion 

Hotel Harrisburg Hershey. For more photos, see page B6 and go to www.pressandjournal.com.

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

An eyewitness in the March 24 

shooting at River House Bar & 

Grill in Londonderry Township 

has refused to 

answer ques-

tions under 

oath.
That revela-

tion came to 

light Wednes-

day, May 17, 

as the prelimi-

nary hearing 

was about to 

start in the case against Tanner 

Allen Stark. State Police said Stark 

began shooting after two River 

House bouncers escorted him out 

of  the bar because he was seen 

wearing a handgun in his right 

front pants pocket. 

After Stark started firing, two 

men who were inside the bar went 

out to confront Stark, according to 

police. One was David Seesholtz, 

a patron; and the other was Andy 

Cole, who was tending bar inside 

the River House at the time. 

There are two eyewitnesses to 

what happened, Stark’s defense 

attorney Jerry Russo said im-

mediately after the hearing was 

ended by District Judge David 

Judy. Russo did not identify the 

eyewitnesses, or indicate whether 

he was referring to Seesholtz or 

Cole.
Judy agreed to the request, 

saying that Russo “has raised 

legitimate legal issues.”

The court needs to determine 

“whether or not the invocation 

of  the right to remain silent by an 

eyewitness is legal and proper,” 

Russo said.

Witness in River 

House shooting 

remains silent

Stark

Unidentified person won’t 

answer questions under oath

Please see SHOOTING, page A4

Memorial Day parade 

back to ‘normal’ route 

By David Barr

davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

This year’s Memorial Day pa-

rade in Middletown will return to 

its “normal” route, according to 

Ricky Snyder Jr. of  Middletown 

VFW Post 1620, who is helping to 

organize the events.

The parade will begin at 9 a.m. 

near Emaus and Wood streets 

before following its regular route 

of  traveling on Ann Street and 

Union Street and concluding at 

the Middletown Cemetery.

Last year, the parade route was 

changed due to road work. 

Snyder said for him, planning 

and executing the parade has been 

both hectic and rewarding, and he 

receives gratification from see-

ing the streets lined with people, 

especially those continuing the 

tradition of  attending the parade 

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Early 2018 looks to be the 

soonest that more Middletown-

area residents and businesses 

can buy a banner honoring a 

veteran that could be placed 

somewhere in town.

It also appears likely that 

when more banners become 

available, they will be sold 

not through 

the borough 

but through 

a veterans 

o r g a n i z a -

tion such as 

the Ameri-

can Legion 

or the Veter-

ans of  For-

eign Wars.

However, it’s unlikely that 

Councilor Diana McGlone — 

who played a key role in getting 

the banner program started 

— will be a part of  it moving 

forward. 

During the borough coun-

cil’s most recent meeting, on 

Wednesday, May 17, McGlone 

could not get anyone on council 

to second her motion to imme-

diately reopen the program and 

make more banners available 

for sale through the borough. 

“I am removing myself  from 

this program,” McGlone told 

the council later in the meeting. 

The banners have proven 

to be wildly popular among 

residents, since the banners 

first started appearing on 

green light poles and utility 

poles throughout Middletown 

on May 9.

But the way the program 

was carried out by McGlone 

has become the subject of  con-

siderable controversy among 

members of  borough council. 

Council President Damon 

Suglia and Vice President 

Dawn Knull both made state-

ments at the start of  the May 17 

meeting, defending themselves 

against McGlone’s charge that 

Suglia and Knull are “anti-

veteran” because they have 

refused to reopen the program 

to make more banners avail-

able to people who want to 

Military 
banners 
might be 
revisited in 

early 2018
McGlone says she is 

done with program

McGlone

Please see BANNERS, page A8

Newly painted pool gets ready to open 

STAFF PHOTO BY DAVID BARR

Casey Coble prepares to add a chain to a floating pool toy Monday.

By David Barr

davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

As the weather becomes warmer 

and summer approaches, it is time 

to break out the bathing suits and 

bottles of  sunscreen and hit the 

Middletown Pool. 

The pool is scheduled to open for 

the first time this year on Saturday, 

May 27, and remain open through 

the holiday weekend. It will close 

for the following week, before 

reopening the following weekend, 

June 3-4. It will close once more 

June 5-6 before opening for good 

Please see POOL, page A8

More inside

Memorial Day editorial. PAGE A6.

Memorial Day pages. PAGES A9-A10

Please see MEMORIAL, page A4

Givler
Reddinger

Please see BALLOT, page A3
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LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Bingo, Fire Hall – 7 pm
• Zoning Hearing Board - 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Susquehanna Area Regional
Airport Authority – 8 am

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners – 10 am
• Prison Board – 1:30 pm

 INTERNATIONAL BEER DAY

MIDDLETOWN
• Library: STEM Club – 6 pm,
Family Yoga – noon

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Municipal Authority – 7 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Conservation Ag Committee
- 2 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Susquehanna Area Regional
Airport Authority – 8 am

LG
BT

Q

In March, a federal judge dis-
missed a lawsuit that the borough 
had filed against Middletown 
Water Joint Venture LLC, which 
includes Suez, regarding changes 
the borough sought to make in the 
50-year lease.

That agreement, which went 
into effect on Jan. 1, 2015, was 
the result of  borough council and 
the former borough authority ap-
proving entering into the 50-year 
lease with Suez — then known 
as United Water — in September 
2014.

In return for council and the 
former authority approving 
the lease, the joint venture paid 
Middletown $43 million which the 
borough used to retire its pension 
obligations and debt.

The lease agreement calls for 
Middletown to receive additional 
payments totaling $45 million 

from the joint venture over the 
50 years. 

The lease also directs that Suez 
make annual capital improve-
ments to the water and sewer 
system, such as replacing water 
and sewer lines. However, no 
capital improvements have been 
done since 2015 due to Suez and 
the borough failing to agree on a 
plan for improvements.

With the federal lawsuit and 
the attempt to gain relief  through 
arbitration now gone, the borough 
in its press release said that its 
only remaining recourse through 
the courts is the lawsuit that the 
borough filed in Dauphin County 
Court in June 2018 against the bor-
ough’s former solicitor, McNees 
Wallace & Nurick, and its former 
financial advisers, Susquehanna 
Group Advisors.

“In light of  the malpractice 
suit still pending, I can only say 
that it’s disappointing that the 

decision didn’t go in our favor,” 
Council President Angela Lloyd 
told the Press & Journal.

In the lawsuit, which is pending, 
the borough alleges malpractice 
regarding the advice from both 
entities that the borough says 
council and the former authority 
relied upon in deciding to approve 
entering in the lease with Suez.

To date, the only tangible relief  
that the borough appears to have 
obtained through its legal battles 
with Suez is a $150,000 reduction 
in the amount of  the three-year 
shortfall.

Suez initially based the 11.5 
percent surcharge on a three-year 
water sales shortfall that accord-
ing to Suez totalled $1,922,754.

The arbitration panel agreed 
to reduce the shortfall amount 
by $150,000, based upon what the 
borough contended were faulty 
meter readings involving one 
major customer that Suez relied 

upon in calculating the three-year 
shortfall.

Suez did not respond to a re-
quest from the Press & Journal 
regarding the impact on water 
and sewer bills, if  any, of  reducing 
the shortfall amount by $150,000.

The 11.5 percent surcharge is to 
remain on Middletown water and 
sewer bills through 2020.

However, the borough in court 
documents has said it anticipates 
Suez being able to impose a 
surcharge to recoup past water 
shortfalls throughout every year 
of  the 50-year lease.

According to the borough, the 
borough cannot avoid a water 
sales shortfall the way the lease 
is written, resulting in what the 
borough contends is a financial 
windfall for Suez and the joint 
venture throughout the lease. 

The borough sought to change 
language in the lease pertaining to 
the water sales shortfall, to make 

the terms fairer to the borough. 
However, the borough failed to 
accomplish that in the federal 
lawsuit and has now failed in the 
arbitration.

Through July 2, the borough’s 
attempt to amend the lease with 
Suez through the federal lawsuit 
and arbitration has cost the bor-
ough $893,806.47 in legal fees paid 
to Dilworth Paxson LLP, a law 
firm borough council hired in 
March 2018 as “special counsel” 
in the litigation concerning Suez 
and the joint venture, according 
to Press & Journal Right to Know 
requests.

To date, the borough has spent 
another $65,080.95 in legal fees 
to Gibson & Perkins, a law firm 
council hired on May 1, 2018 to 
pursue claims that led to the pend-
ing lawsuit in Dauphin County 
Court against McNees Wallace & 
Nurick and Susquehanna Group 
Advisors.

SUEZ: Legal action vs. former solicitor, financial advisor still have not been resolved
From page A1

The Penn State Extension of  
Dauphin County 4-H Clubs will 
hold its annual 4-H Fair at the 
Farm Show Complex, Harrisburg, 
from noon to 7 p.m. Aug. 8, 8 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. Aug. 9, and 8 a.m. to 8 
p.m. Aug. 10.

The fair exhibits 4-H Animal, 
Family Living, and Opportunities 
projects. Animals will be available 
for petting, and 4-H members and 
leaders will answer questions. 

Family Living, 4-H Opportuni-
ties, poultry, small animals, pets, 
dairy cattle, and dairy goat will 
be exhibited Thursday. Horse, 
rabbits and cavies will show 
Friday. Swine skillathon, sheep, 
beef, dairy beef, market goat, and 
market breeding goat will show 
Saturday. The Large Animal Clo-
ver Competition will be held about 
5 p.m. Saturday.

For more, call 717-921-8803.

Annual 4-H Fair 
is next week
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laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

The day started out like any 
other. 

On the evening of  June 30, 
15-year-old Anthony Stains was 
riding his bike down Eshelman 
Street to the Highspire Fire De-
partment, where he’s a junior 
firefighter. 

But then he saw a man lying face 
down in the middle of  the road.

“I just kind of  froze for a sec-
ond,” Stains said. “But then I 
realized that I needed to find a way 
to help him.”

The man was 59-year-old Noel 
“Scott” McGoyne. 

Earlier, McGoyne had texted his 
wife, Tracy, that he was walking 
home the several blocks from his 
sister Brenda’s house on Eshel-
man Street and he would see her 
soon.

Fifteen minutes later, she still 
didn’t see him. 

Scott’s brother Gary called, 
asking if  she had seen him. Tracy 
started to look for him when Gary 
called again, saying that she 
needed to get to Eshelman Street.

“I came around the corner and 
everybody was here, and they were 
standing over him doing CPR,” 
Tracy said. 

McGoyne had suffered a massive 
heart attack. Doctors told Tracy 
that he was dead before he hit the 
ground.

“There’s so many things going 
through your head at the time, 
but you realize that you have to do 
what you’re trained to do, and that 
is to help save him,” Stains said.

Stains called 911. He knew 
McGoyne wasn’t breathing or re-
sponding. The dispatcher walked 
Stains through giving chest com-
pressions until the first respond-

ers arrived.
Although Stains isn’t certified in 

CPR, he said he plans to be in the 
future. You have to stay focused 
while doing chest compressions, 
he said.

“After that I actually did get 
emotional because you know, it’s 
hard to see a guy just lying there, 
not responding,” Stains said. 

Stains couldn’t have done any-
thing, Tracy said.

“But he tried, and a lot of  young 
kids don’t try to do anything. They 
just walk away from it,” she said.

“He’s a hero in our eyes. We will 
never forget him. He’s a hero,” 
Brenda said. She said she believes 
God put Stains in the right place 
to find him. 

At Highspire Citizens Fire 
Company No. 1, there was a rush 
to find out what happened when 
they heard a fire chief  was needed 
on scene, Vice President Ann 
Tripp said. Stains went to the fire 
department afterward. Members 
of  the company made sure to be 
at the department to make sure 
Stains was OK. 

Tripp said she was “absolutely” 
proud of  him.

This isn’t something that junior 
firefighters usually go through. In 
fact, Tripp said this is the first time 
a Highspire junior firefighter has 
experienced this. 

“He just happened to be at the 
right place at the right time,” 
Tripp said. 

He liked to meet people
McGoyne’s death has been hard, 

said Tracy. 
Scott was born in Denver and 

has three siblings, including one 
brother with whom he served in 
the National Guard.

He met Tracy when he was the 
maintenance person in her apart-
ment in Augusta, Maine. They 
were married for 35 years. 

“He wanted to give me the 
world,” Tracy said.

They moved to the area in the 
early 2000s because their son, 
Michael, who passed away in 
2005, was going to Milton Hershey 

School. He has one daughter and 
granddaughter. 

About four years ago, Scott and 
Tracy opened Smokin’ Sweet in 
Saturday’s Market where they sold 
hookahs, pipes and homemade 
products such as soaps and bath 
bombs. 

Scott was funny and liked to 
joke. He was fair and liked people. 
Brenda said he loved walking dif-
ferent routes home so that he could 
meet different people. 

Firefighting family
Fighting fires runs in Stains’ 

family — his grandfather was a 
firefighter for years. 

“I really liked firefighting, even 
growing up as a kid,” he said.

Stains, who goes to Middletown 
Area High School, has been a 
junior firefighter for about six 
months and is one of  two at the 
Highspire department. 

Even though being a junior fire-
fighter doesn’t mean that Stains 

can do the “cool stuff” that fire-
fighters do, he can still go out on 
fire calls and help the community. 
That is until they are old enough 
to take the required classes to 
become a firefighter, Tripp added. 

Stains wants to be a firefighter; 
Tripp said he has to wait until he’s 
old enough. He has to be 18 to take 
interior training classes, although 
he can already take classes such as 
introduction to fire service, exte-
rior fire and fire ground support. 

“It’s definitely an experience 
that I’m going to have to get used 
to because you’re going to see that 
a lot more often, even though it’s 
not a good thing. Now that I’ve 
experienced it once, I’m going to 

know how it feels for the future 
times,” he said.

Stains received recognition 
from the borough and an accom-
modation of  heroism from the fire 
department during the July 16 
borough council meeting.

“It was honestly a surprise for 
me,” Stains said.

After being recognized, the au-
dience erupted in applause and 
borough council thanked Stains. 

“I was just surprised. It meant so 
much to them that I did something 
for the community. I just didn’t 
expect it,” Stains said. 

Afterward, Scott’s family gave 
him a blanket and a green bracelet 
that says “Donate Life” because 
Scott had donated his body for 
science.

“They wanted to give it to me 
so that I can remember him,” 
Stains said.

Stains was humble, Brenda said.
“Not many kids would do that,” 

Tracy said. 

Junior firefighter honored for lifesaving attempt

STAFF PHOTOS BY LAURA HAYES

The borough of Highspire recognized junior firefighter Anthony Stains after he performed CPR on a man who he 
found lying in the middle of the street June 30.

Brenda McGoyne holds a posterboard filled with pictures of her brother, 
Scott. Junior firefighter Anthony Stains tried to save Scott after he found 
him lying in the street June 30 after having a heart attack. 

Stains first to respond when man had fatal heart attack on street

“He’s a hero in our eyes. 
We will never forget him. 
He’s a hero.”

Brenda McGoyne
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Offers available in CT, DE, FL, NJ, NY, and PA. Portfolio by Wells Fargo® customers are eligible to receive an additional bonus interest rate on these accounts.3 

1. To qualify for the advertised APY, you must enroll your new or existing Platinum Savings account in this offer between 07/08/2019 and 08/30/2019 by speaking to a banker and requesting the special rate. Offer is subject to change at any time, without notice, and is available only to Platinum Savings customers in the following states: CT, DE, FL, NJ, NY, PA. In 
order to earn the Special Interest Rate of 1.98% (Special Rate), you must deposit $25,000 in new money to the enrolled savings account and maintain a minimum daily account balance of $25,000 throughout the promotional interest rate period. “New money” is money from sources outside of the customer’s current relationship with Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. or 
its affiliates (which includes all deposit, brokerage and loan/credit accounts). The corresponding Annual Percentage Yield (APY) for this offer is 2.00%. The Special Rate will be applied to the enrolled savings account for a period of 12 months, starting on the date the account is enrolled in the offer. However, for any day during that 12 month period that the daily 
account balance is less than the $25,000, the enrolled account will not be eligible for the Special Rate and will instead earn the applicable Standard Interest Rate for a Platinum Savings account. As of 05/31/2019, the Standard Interest Rate and APY for a Platinum Savings account in CT, FL, NJ and NY with an account balance of $0.01 and above is 0.05% (0.05% 
APY); and for a Platinum Savings account in DE and PA with an account balance of $0.01 to $99,999.99 is 0.05% (0.05% APY) and with an account balance of $100,000 and above is 0.10% (0.10% APY). Each tier shown reflects the current minimum daily collected balance required to obtain the applicable APY. Interest is compounded daily and paid monthly. 
The amount of interest earned is based on the daily collected balances in the account. Upon the expiration of the 12 month promotional period, then-current Standard Interest Rates apply. Minimum to open a Platinum Savings account is $25. A monthly service fee of $12 applies in any month the account falls below a $3,500 minimum daily balance. Fees may 
reduce earnings. Interest rates are variable and subject to change without notice. Wells Fargo may limit the amount you deposit to a Platinum Savings account to an aggregate of $1 million. 2. Available in-branch only; you must speak with a banker to request the special rate. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective for accounts opened between 07/08/2019 
and 08/30/2019 and requires a minimum of $25,000 in new money brought to Wells Fargo. “New money” is money from sources outside of the customer’s current relationship with Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. or its affiliates (which includes deposit, brokerage and loan/credit accounts). Public Funds and Wholesale accounts are not eligible for this offer. APY assumes 
interest remains on deposit until maturity. Interest is compounded daily. Payment of interest on CDs is based on term: For terms less than 12 months (365 days), interest may be paid monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or at maturity (the end of the term). For terms of 12 months or more, interest may be paid monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or annually. A 
penalty for early withdrawal will be imposed and could reduce earnings on this account. Special Rates are applicable to the initial term of the CD only. At maturity, the special rate CD will automatically renew for a term of 6 months, at the interest rate and APY in effect for CDs on renewal date not subject to a Special Rate, unless the Bank has notified you otherwise.  
1., 2. Due to the new money requirement, new accounts may only be opened at your local branch and you must speak to a banker to request the special rate offers for both new and existing accounts. Wells Fargo reserves the right to modify or discontinue the offer at any time without notice. Minimum new money deposit requirement of at least $25,000 is for this offer only 
and cannot be transferred to another account to qualify for any other consumer deposit offer. If you wish to take advantage of another consumer deposit offer requiring a minimum new money deposit, you will be required to do so with another new money deposit as stated in the offer requirements and qualifications. Offer cannot be: • Combined with any other consumer 
deposit offer. • Reproduced, purchased, sold, transferred, or traded. 3. The Portfolio by Wells Fargo program has a $30 monthly service fee, which can be avoided when you have one of the following qualifying balances: $25,000 or more in qualifying linked bank deposit accounts (checking, savings, CDs, FDIC-insured IRAs) or $50,000 or more in any combination of qualifying 
linked banking, brokerage (available through Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC) and credit balances (including 10% of mortgage balances, certain mortgages not eligible). If the Portfolio by Wells Fargo relationship is terminated, the bonus interest rate on all eligible savings accounts, and discounts or fee waivers on other products and services, will discontinue and revert to the 
Bank’s then-current applicable standard interest rate or fee. For bonus interest rates on time accounts, this change will occur upon renewal. If the Portfolio by Wells Fargo relationship is terminated, the remaining unlinked Wells Fargo Portfolio Checking or Wells Fargo Prime Checking account will be converted to another checking product or closed.
© 2019 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Deposit products offered by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC..

This is more than great rates
This is more savings for wherever you’re going.

Platinum Savings Account

2.00% 
Annual Percentage Yield for 12 months 
with new money deposits of at least 
$25,000 and a minimum daily account 
balance of $25,000 or more1

Guaranteed Fixed-Rate CD

2.10% 
Annual Percentage Yield for a  
7-month term with new money 
deposits of at least $25,0002 

Enroll in a branch by August 30, 2019.
Business owner?  
Ask about our business savings rates. 
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FREE ● FUN ● READ BOOKS ● WIN PRIZES

A UNIVERSE of Stories

20 N. Catherine St • 717-944-6412 • middletownpubliclib.org

Summer 
Reading 
Program

AUGUST 7  @ 1:00 - 2:00 pm

MIDDLETOWN PUBLIC LIBRARY

Other
Worlds

Wednesday

Juggling, Circus 
Skills, Physical 
Comedy, and 

Audience 
Participation 
all combine 

to make sure 
young and old 
alike enjoy the 
show. Andrew 
will have some 
space themed 

music and 
a few other 

outer worldly 
surprises.

&PRESS
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Local sports coverage focused 
on your hometown athletes.

Several years ago in August, 
I decided to take a hike near my 
cabin. 

It was a typical hot August 
day. I wanted to make a loop 
behind and around my cabin in 
Lycoming County that involved 
a well-defined deer trail. It went 
along a laurel flat for about one 
mile. 

This trail is well defined. I 
had walked and hunted it many 
times. This particular hike was 
a scouting mission for deer and 
just a general nature walk.

My walking stick and my cam-
era were my only possessions. 
Being in rattlesnake country, 
carrying a walking stick is my 
security, even though I never 
would kill a rattler. Avoidance 
is the best deterrent, and that is 
why on this hike my focus was 
mainly down on the ground. 

As I walked, I kept a close 
watch on my steps. Stepping on 
obstacles such as logs and stones 
and avoiding stepovers usually 
can keep you from harm from 
these critters. My walking stick 
could be used to move a rattle-
snake for safety — for him and 
yours truly. 

My hike was going as planned. 
I was enjoying the woods. Then 
it happened. I had no warning. 
It was me and him, face to face 
within several feet. 

What I came across was Penn-
sylvania’s largest four-legged 
predator, a black bear. I never 
looked upward until I heard 
what sounded like something 
crashing. 

It was crashing, all right. A 
black bear was coming down 
from a tree that I was standing 
within feet of. 

To say I was scared would be 
an understatement. I was ter-
rified and helpless. I did what 

came naturally to me. I yelled 
and screamed and waved my 
walking stick. To this day, I don’t 
know who was more scared, me 
or the bear. 

Fortunately, Mr. Bruin wanted 
no part of  me, nor did I want any 
part of  him. He took off running 
away, plowing his way through 
the laurel and over the side of  
the mountain. 

It took some time for me to 
gather my thoughts. Relief  
finally came. I examined the 
area around the bear’s exit tree 
and discovered sugar maple 
leaves all over the place. I looked 
up and could see how the limbs 
were stripped of  its leaves. I 
figured I came across the bear 
who took an elevated position 
among the maple limbs, eating 
the leaves of  the abundant sugar 
maple. 

I approached his location with-
out warning, and he did what 
wild animals do upon human 
contact. They exit as fast as they 

can. This rare encounter was too 
close for comfort and No. 1 in my 
book until this spring.

My all-time too-close-for-com-
fort encounter came in April. 
Before that, I never believed I 
would get closer to a black bear 
than my sugar maple bear. 

I was truly mistaken. 
It came again at my cabin. 

Having a cabin in a remote area 
only means that an “outhouse” 
is used ... no modern conve-
niences. If  a bathroom trip is 
needed, it’s out to the outhouse. 

That particular morning, I 
found myself  occupying my 
outhouse. Sitting and reading a 
magazine is quite common. 

The door of  the outhouse was 
slightly ajar. I was minding my 
business, not to be disturbed, 
when I caught movement from 
the small crack of  the door open-
ing. 

I opened the door with my foot 
and there it was — a black bear 
within the door frame of  the 

outhouse and me in a compro-
mising position. 

I threw my magazine in the 
air and yelled at the top of  my 
lungs. The bear turned and ran 
away as quickly as it came. 

My wife, Lynn, and good 
friend Gerald came from the 
cabin hearing the yelling and 
to my rescue, so to speak. What 
they saw was the bear running 
behind the outhouse. 

This was way too close for 
comfort and prompted us to 
place an air horn in the out-
house, just in case we have an 
unexpected visitor during our 
outhouse visits.

With both encounters having a 
good ending for both human and 
beast, I have come to the con-
clusion that bears dislike noise 
and will exit to evade human 
contact. 

With that being said, each year 
bear attacks do occur, unfortu-
nately. Sows with her cubs are 
very defensive and will defend 
her cubs violently against any 
threat. 

Distance is always the best 
defense against bear interaction. 
Bears must always be treated as 
wild animals and be given their 
distance. Be safe and know what 
to do in bear country.

Tom Shank has been writing the 
Woods and Waters column for 
the Press & Journal for about 
10 years. His expertise has been 
gained through more than 50 
years hunting, fishing, trapping 
and exploring the full gamut 
of  nature. The Susquehanna 
River and his cabin in Lycoming 
County are his true loves. Woods 
and Waters is his playground in 
life, and to write about it for the 
Press & Journal is a dream come 
true.

WOODS & WATERS   |   TOM SHANK

Too close for comfort, times 2

PIXABAY PHOTO

Tom Shank’s encounters with black bears were a little too close for comfort.

The Middletown Area High 
School cheerleading squad has 
been rebuilding over the past 
couple of  years, according to head 
coach Jessica Welsh.

When she started, there were 
only nine cheerleaders on the 
squad. Today, there are 30 cheer-
leaders on her roster made up of  
freshmen, sophomores, juniors 
and seniors.

The last two summers, the 
cheerleaders attended National 
Cheerleaders Association camps, 
one at Lake Bryn Mawr in Hones-
dale, and then July 20-23 at Ship-
pensburg University, where 13 of  
the 30 squad members went for a 
four-day, three-night stay with 15 
other high school cheerleading 
squads.

Those who attended the camp 
with Welsh and assistant coach 
Michelle Noon were seniors China 
Williams and Brittany Hall; ju-
niors Tiana Noon, Leonyae Lake, 
Selena Santos, Trinity Fox and 
Madalynn Brittelli; sophomores 
Chloe Cleland, Maya Herneisey, 
Emma Mitchell and Madison 
Zettlemoyer; and freshmen Marli 
Welsh and Charity Cochran.

A typical day at NCA camp is 
split up into several sessions, 
Welsh said. The athletes eat break-
fast at 7 a.m. and must be at the 
gym at 8:15 to start their day. There 
are sessions that include, but are 
not limited to, cheers, chants, 
tumbling, stunting, crowd involve-
ment, jumping and overall cheer 
technique. They get an hour for 
lunch and an hour for dinner, and 
they end their cheer day at 9 p.m.

The first evaluation of  the 
MAHS squad resulted in an Ex-
cellent Ribbon and a Superior 
Ribbon, and the second evaluation 
resulted in two Superior ribbons.

“The scores increased each time 
they had an evaluation, and they 
grew together as a team, which is 
all a coach could ask for,” Welsh 
said.

Five girls earned All-American 
nods — Noon, Cochran, Herneisey, 
Cleland and Lake. These athletes 
were chosen based on their skills 
in jumping, dancing and stunting 
and were eligible to try out for the 

National All-American Squad. 
“This is an amazing honor as 

the NCA instructors are the only 
people that can choose who gets a 
ribbon,” Welsh said.

On the last day of  camp, all 
the teams perform and have the 
opportunity to earn a bid to the 
National Cheerleading Associa-
tion National High School Cheer-
leading Competition in Houston, 
in January.

“I am so excited to announce that 
MAHS cheerleaders received one 
of  those bids,” Welsh said, calling 
it “unexpected.” 

It’s unlikely the team will attend 
in Houston, however, because 
the squad is currently classified 
as a sideline squad by the PIAA 
and would have to change clas-
sification to a competition squad 
to attend. She said completing 

everything necessary before the 
end of  the year would be difficult, 
but the goal is to be a competitive 
squad in the future.

“All in all, it was a very memo-
rable experience for all who went 
and a great way to jumpstart our 

season,” Welsh said. “If  you are sit-
ting in the stands at War Memorial 
Field and hear the cheerleaders, 
stand up and get involved. Show 
your Raider Pride by not only 
supporting the players but the 
cheerleaders and band as well.”

MAHS cheerleaders excel at NCA event
Five get All-American 
honors, team earns 
trip to Houston

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Above, the Middletown Area High 
School cheerleading squad recently 
took part in a National Cheerleaders 
Association camp at Shippensburg 
University. Right, head coach Jessica 
Welsh and Emma Mitchell enjoy the 
event.
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KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE 7/30/17 - 8/5/19

FRESH CHICKEN
LEG QUARTERS
SOLD IN 10 LBS BUNDLES

Save 51¢ lb49¢
lb.

 Favorites
Family

FRESH LEAN
CHOPPED CHUCK
SOLD IN 10 LBS BUNDLES

299
lb.

Save
          $1.30 lb

21/25 CT EZ PEEL
JUMBO PINK SHRIMP
SOLD IN 2 LB BAGS

749
lb.

WHOLE NEW YORK
STRIPS
12 LB AVG 599

lb.

12 OZ #1
SUGARDALE BACON
 BLT Season! BLT Season!

$2ea.

WHOLE BONELESS
BEEF BRISKET
SOLD WHOLE ONLY!

 Smoker
        Special!

HARRISBURG

349
lb.

THOMAS’ ENGLISH
MUFFINS
ORIGINAL &
CINNAMON RAISIN

BUY 1 GET 2

FREE
3 FOR $4.49

188
ea.

JUMBO PA SWEET
YELLOW ONIONS

99¢
lb.

3LB BAG
DULCINEA
CLEMENTINE
MANDARIN
ORANGES

399
ea.

16OZ/6PK BOTTLES
OR 7.5OZ/6PK MINI CANS
PEPSI
MUST BUY 4+
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AUGUST 19-24
Monday-Saturday until 11 pm

Rides Open Daily 2 pm • Noon on Saturday
F R E E  E N T E RTA I N M E N T N I G H T LY

C o m p e t i t i ve  &  A g r i c u l t u ra l  E x h i b i t s
www.pafairs.org/etownfair

“An American Tradition”

46th Annual

The Penbrook Borough Police 
Department has filed charges 
against a Lower Swatara Town-
ship man after he allegedly 
attempted to solicit a 14-year-old 
girl for sex, according to an af-
fidavit filed with District Judge 
James Lenker. 

According to the affidavit, Jer-
emy Clugston, 38, was posing as 

a boy named “Gavin” and trying 
to contact the girl. 

It was reported to Penbrook 
police on July 12. 

A sergeant used the girl’s 
phone to pose as her. Between 
July 12 and 18, Clugston alleg-
edly sent five sexually explicit 
photos and asked her for sex, na-
ked photos, and offered alcohol 

LOWER SWATARA POLICE ROUNDUP

Middletown police charged 
a Harrisburg man with steal-
ing $2,000 from a borough man 
that was supposed to go for his 
mortgage.

The victim told police he 
had told a co-worker, Tomas A. 
Abate, 34, of  the 300 block of  
North Progress Avenue, where 
the money was located.

The victim had been arrested 
and was worried that he would 
be going to Dauphin County 
Prison and would not be able to 
pay his mortgage, police said in 
arrest papers filed with District 
Judge David Judy.

The victim was not sen-
tenced to prison but upon 
returning home found that 
the money was gone, and that 
Abate was the only one who 
knew where it was.

Police on July 19 charged 
Abate with theft by unlawful 
taking. He is awaiting a pre-
liminary hearing. 

Charges in South Union incident 
Middletown police charged a 

borough man after a domestic 
incident in the first block of  
South Union Street at about 
12:45 a.m. July 25.

The victim told police that 
Ronald Eugene Rice Jr., 42, of  
the same address, had punched 
her numerous times in the 
face, causing bruises to her left 
cheek bone, a bloody mouth 
and lip, and a chipped tooth, 
according to arrest papers filed 
with District Judge David Judy.

Police located Rice behind 
the Press & Journal building 
on South Union, where police 
said he was intoxicated. Rice 
had a blood-alcohol content of  
0.138 percent, according to a 
preliminary breath test.

Rice was arraigned before 
Judy on July 25 and charged 
with simple assault and public 
drunkenness. Cash bail was set 
at $15,000, and a preliminary 
hearing is scheduled for Aug. 5.

Man charged in Pineford incident 
Middletown police charged 

a borough man following an 
incident in the 2100 block of  
Pineford Drive at about 11:43 
p.m. July 22.

The victim, a teen girl, told 
police that Eddie Eugene 
Simmons Jr., 41, of  the same 
address, hit her in the face 
multiple times with the back of  
his hand, according to arrest 
papers police filed with District 
Judge David Judy.

After the victim pushed Sim-
mons telling him not to hit her, 
Simmons hit her again in the 
face with the back of  his hand, 
police said.

Police said they observed 
injuries to the victim’s face, 
including redness on her right 
cheek and on her upper right 
lip. She told police she felt pain 
on her right cheek and right 
lip. 

Simmons was arraigned 
before Judy on July 23 and 
charged with simple assault 
and harassment. Bail was set 
at $25,000 unsecured, and a 
preliminary hearing was to be 
held July 29.

Incident on Highland Avenue
A Middletown man was 

charged with strangulation 
and other offenses following 
a dispute in the 500 block of  
Highland Avenue at about 9:10 
p.m. July 21.

The victim told police that 
Daniel M. Quakenbush Jr., 
40, of  the same address, had 
placed his hand on her throat 
to where she could not breathe. 
Quakenbush also punched her 
twice with a closed fist, once in 
the face and once in the head, 
the victim told police accord-
ing to arrest papers filed with 
District Judge David Judy.

Quakenbush was arraigned 
before Judy on July 22 and 
charged with strangulation, 
simple assault and criminal 
mischief. 

He was released after posting 
$25,000 bail through a profes-
sional bondsman. A prelimi-
nary hearing is set for Aug. 5.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Games, food and fun for the 
whole family is on tap during  the 
first-ever Freedom Community 
Festival being held rain or shine 
from noon to 5 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 
17, on the grounds of  VFW Post 
1620 at 200 Pike St. in Middletown.

The VFW Post 1620 Auxiliary is 
putting on the event, which was 
the idea of  auxiliary member Tina 
Cobaugh.

“It’s our way of  giving back to 
the community, and for everybody 
coming together as one getting to 
know each other,” said Cobaugh, 

who chairs the auxiliary commit-
tee putting on the festival.

The auxiliary is holding the 
event in partnership with the post. 
Post 1620 representatives will be 
available to talk to veterans who 
have questions about benefits, post 
membership, etc.

The event is free for all to at-
tend. Proceeds from a bake sale 
and from 50-50 drawings will go 
to activities the auxiliary supports 
that benefit veterans, such as sui-
cide awareness, a golfing event, 
the VA hospital in Lebanon, and 
a dinner for veterans on the Pride 
of  the Susquehanna riverboat, 
Cobaugh said.

The free food includes hot dogs, 
drinks, potato chips, popcorn and 
snow cones. A variety of  food — 
hamburgers, french fries, etc. — 
will also be available for sale from 
the Faire Food Express food truck.

Faire Food will donate 20 per-
cent of  event proceeds to the post 
auxiliary to support veterans, 
Cobaugh said.

There will also be music, chil-
dren’s games and face-painting. 

Cobaugh is working with area 
businesses to set up donations and 
sponsorships to support the event.

The post auxiliary hopes to 
make the festival an annual event, 
Cobaugh said.

STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER

Tina Cobaugh, left, stands with other VFW Post 1620 Auxiliary members Jennifer Boes and Crystal Mrakovich in 
front of Post 1620 on Pike Street in Middletown. The Freedom Community Festival will be held outside the post rain 
or shine from noon to 5 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 17.

New Freedom Community 
Festival organized by  
VFW Post 1620 Auxiliary
Event will feature bake sale, food, drawings; might become annual gathering
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and marijuana.
Clugston was charged with 

involuntary deviate sexual 
intercourse, aggravated inde-
cent assault, child pornography, 
criminal use of  a communica-
tion facility, indecent assault 
and eight counts of  dissemina-
tion of  sexually explicit materi-
als to a minor.

His bail was set at $125,000. His 
preliminary hearing is Aug. 1.

Man charged with DUI
A Lower Swatara man faces 

DUI charges after he allegedly 
rear-ended a car and didn’t stop, 
according to an affidavit filed 
with District Judge Michael J. 
Smith. 

At 11:14 a.m. June 25, Lower 
Swatara Township police 
responded to a crash on North 
Union Street. The driver told 
police that she was waiting to 
turn onto the eastbound Route 
283 ramp when she saw a truck 
in her rearview mirror coming 
at her quickly, according to the 
affidavit.

The driver tried to get onto the 
ramp, but was hit by the truck, 
which was being driven by 
Andrew Lutzkanin Jr., 63. She 
told police the truck then ran 
through two red lights before 
turning onto Fulling Mill Road. 
The driver and the two children 
in her car were uninjured. 

Middletown police pulled him 
over. According to the affidavit, 
while driving on North Union 
Street, Lutzkanin said that he 
remembered “‘feeling a bump’ 
and probably should’ve stopped, 
but didn’t.”

He was transported to a hos-
pital where a blood draw was 
taken. Lutzkanin reportedly told 
police that he had drank some 
bourbon and taken his medica-
tion. Police received the results 
of  the blood draw July 15, which 
indicated his blood-alcohol 
concentration of  0.129 percent 
and that he had 43 nanograms 
of  Zoloft and 88 nanograms of  
a Sertaline metabolite in his 
system. 

He was charged with three 
counts of  DUI and failing to stop. 
His preliminary hearing is Aug. 
19. 

Multiple calls lead to charges
A township woman faces mul-

tiple charges after she allegedly 
assaulted a man at a residence 

in the 100 block of  B Lane, was 
arrested, and then returned to 
the residence after posting bail, 
according to affidavits filed with 
District Judge Michael J. Smith. 

Lower Swatara Township of-
ficers received a report of  an in-
cident at 7:37 p.m. July 18. When 
they arrived at the residence, 
the victim was bleeding from his 
nose and mouth.

He told police that he and Mia 
Isabella Acri, 30, got into an 
argument and she hit him in the 
face several times. 

Acri was charged with simple 
assault and harassment. Her 
bail was set at $25,000 unsecured, 
and court records indicate that 
it was posted. One of  the condi-
tions of  her bail was to not have 
contact with the victim. 

At 12:43 a.m. July 19, officers 
were called to the residence 
again. According to the affidavit, 
the victim told police that Acri 
came into the home and told him 
that he needed to leave and give 
her his phone. 

Officers said she resisted ar-
rest when they attempted to take 
her into custody. 

Acri was also charged with 
resisting arrest and disorderly 
conduct, and her monetary bail 
was set at $10,000. Her prelimi-
nary hearing on both cases is 
July 31. 

DUI charges for Lancaster man
A Lancaster man has been 

charged with DUI following a 
car crash on Route 283 on May 
12. 

According to the affidavit filed 
with District Judge Michael J. 
Smith, Pennsylvania State Police 
troopers believe Anthony James 
Riggi, 25, got on Route 283 at 
Eisenhower Boulevard, driving 
east, at 1:12 a.m. 

Riggi told troopers that he was 
driving in the wrong direction 
and swerved to avoid an oncom-
ing car when he crashed and 
rolled over. 

He reportedly told police 
that he had drank three or four 
beers, and a preliminary breath 
test indicated the presence of  al-
cohol. Riggi showed signs of  im-
pairment during field sobriety 
tests, according to the affidavit. 

He was also charged with 
disregarding the traffic lane and 
careless driving. 

His preliminary hearing is 
Sept. 23. 

Township man allegedly solicited girl, 14, for sex
POLICE AND COURTS ROUNDUP

Man allegedly takes 
money meant for 
victim’s mortgage

Children ages 8 to 12 and their 
parents/guardians are invited to 
participate in the free HighHOPES 
Miniature Horse Challenge at 
the EquiCentre for Growth and 
Learning, Grantville, from 9 a.m. 
to noon Saturday.  

The course is designed to pro-
mote healthy choices, communi-
cation skills, problem-solving and 
volunteerism using horse-assisted 
learning. No horse experience is 
needed. Mini-horses are provided 
by the Capital Area Therapeutic 
Riding Association. Children will 
experience hands-on activities, 
while learning “horse handling.” 

To register, visit www.catra.net/
miniature-horse-challenge.

Miniature horse 
challenge slated
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCH SERVICES

To list your church service here, call 717-944-4628 
or email info@pressandjournal.com for more information.

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown
717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF
Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

New Beginnings Church 
at the Riverside Chapel
630 South Union St., Middletown • 717-388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 717-944-4322
Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown
Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Sunday Worship - 10 am 
Sunday Church School  - 9 am - for all ages
Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   
Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown
PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Phone 717-944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street, Middletown • 717-944-5835
Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of  441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766 
Sunday Worship:
Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am
Christian Child Care - 717-985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown
717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 
Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church 
Calvary church has been a part of  the Middle-
town Borough community since 1936. It has been 
our privilege to proclaim the good news of  Jesus 
Christ all these years and to do so knowing the 
good news has never changed in over 2000 years. 
We firmly hold to the Apostles’ Creed and the 
Westminster Confession of  Faith and its Larger 
and Shorter Catechisms as clearly teaching what 
Scripture teaches. If  we believe the Gospel of  
Christ, then by trusting in his death and resur-

rection for sinners we will be forgiven and saved from God’s wrath. 
Please join us each Sunday to hear the Gospel. Learn more at: www.
calvaryopc.com. 

Our worship services are at 
10:15 a.m. and 6 p.m. We are 
located at the corner of  Spruce 
and Emaus streets here in 
Middletown. We have a fellow-
ship meal following the 10:15 a.m. 
morning worship service on the 
first Sunday of  every month, free 

to all who come. We also have 
Sunday school classes for all ages 
at 9 a.m. and a Bible Study and 
prayer meeting each Wednesday 
at 7 p.m. We are studying the 
power of  prayer on Wednesday 
nights.  

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Ebenezer United Methodist Church and Child-
care, 890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown invites 
everyone to join us for worship on Sunday 
mornings lead by Pastor Brad Gilbert.  Our 
services are relaxed and casual. We offer a 
traditional service at 8:45 a.m. and a contempo-
rary service with a band (electric guitars) at 
10:45 a.m. At 10 a.m., between services, there is a 
variety of  Christian Education classes for all 
ages.  

We have several things hap-
pening at Ebenezer and all are 
welcome. There is a prayer time, 
“Partners in Prayer” that meets 
the first Monday of  each month 
at 7 p.m. Through scripture, 
song, and meditation we experi-
ence the joy of  God’s presence. 

Have a favorite board game? 
“Game Night” is every third 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. We also offer 
a variety of  other groups includ-
ing Bible studies.  

Any questions please call us 
at 717-939-0766 or e-mail us at 
ebenezerumc890@outlook.com.

Evangelical United Methodist Church 7-31  
Evangelical Church is located on the corner of  
Spruce and Water Streets at 157 E. Water St., 
Middletown, south of  Main St., behind the Turkey 
Hill convenience store. We invite you to attend our 
Sunday morning activities: Sunday school is at 9 
a.m. and worship is at 10:15 a.m. When you walk in 
the door, you will see people of  all ages and walks of  
life, some dressed formally and others casually in 
jeans and sneakers. Come as you are. 

Our greeters 
wear nametags, so they are easy to 
find and they will be happy to help 
you if  you need any assistance or 
have a question. We celebrate com-
munion the first Sunday of each 
month. In the spirit of  Jesus Christ, 
and as a congregation in the United 
Methodist Church, we welcome all 
(baptized or un-baptized) to partake 
of  the holy sacrament. We invite 
you to experience life at Evangelical 
UMC. Whether you are looking for 
a community, are lonely, searching 
for the meaning of  life, or want to 
know more about Jesus, our doors 
are open for you. Check our web-
site to learn more about us: www.
eumch.org. 

This week’s worship assistants 
are as follows: Pastor – Lee El-
lenberger; Guest Organist – Glenn 
Diritto; Special Music – Cliff and 
Wendy Flick, Cathy Woodring; 

Children’s Time – Lee Ellenberger; 
Audio Visual – Steve Moyer and Jus-
tin Hahn; Head Usher – Ken Frisbie; 
Greeters – Thomas and Deborah 
Klugh; Communion Stewards – 
Thomas and Deborah Klugh; Nurs-
ery Caregivers – Gloria Clouser and 
Joan Rudy. 

This week’s schedule of  activities 
is as follows: 

Wed., July 31: 6 p.m., Alcoholics 
Anonymous Group Book Study; 6:30 
p.m., Nominations Committee meet-
ing, Room 1. 

Thurs., Aug. 1: 6:30 p.m., Missions 
Committee meeting, Room 1. 

Sun., Aug. 4: 9 a.m., Sunday 
school for all ages; 10:15 a.m., Wor-
ship Service with Communion. 

Tues., Aug. 6: 2 p.m., Prayer Shawl 
Ministry; 6 p.m., God’s Kitchen at 
Wesley, meal provided by New thing 
UM Community; 6:30 p.m. UMM 
Futuring meeting, Room 1.

Geyers United Methodist Church 
God is Calling YOU! How is God working in your 
life? Where do you see Him in your everyday 
tasks? How is He helping to Open Minds, Open 
Hearts, and Open Doors? Geyers United Method-
ist Church invites you to worship with us each 
Sunday at 9 a.m., enjoy Coffee Fellowship at 10 
a.m. and attend our 10:30 a.m. Bible Study so that 
we can help you better understand the answers 
to these questions and many more.  Our Vision 
Statement is Acknowledge Christ in all we do 

and share Him with others and we keep that at the forefront of  our 
minds in all the missions this church does.  

This summer our sermon 
series will be based on the book 
“Twelve Tests of  Character” by 
the late Harry Emerson Fosdick. 
Each week we will explore an-
other test of  character and why 
it matters.  Nonperishable food 
items are collected for the Mid-
dletown Food Bank each Sunday. 
Campbell Soup labels, education 
box tops, printer ink cartridges 
and soda tabs are also collected 
weekly. 

Consider volunteering at Mis-
sion Central the fourth Tuesday 
of  each month. Our next trip 
will be Tuesday, August 27. We 
will leave Geyers at 8:15 a.m. 
and return about noon. Please 
wear closed toe shoes. Contact 
Kathy Espenshade for more 
information. Make reservations 
by calling the church office at 
717-944-6426. 

The church has had many 
new exciting additions in the 
past year! Geyers has completed 
expanding their building. The 
building project includes the 
addition of  a handicap-accessible 
restroom on the top floor as well 

as an elevator to allow travel 
from the first floor to the base-
ment floor without use of  the 
stairs. Please join us on any Sun-
day morning to see the changes.  
Wesley, Geyers, Evangelical, 
Highspire, and New Thing 
churches team up to provide 
a free meal each Tuesday at 6 
p.m. at Wesley United Methodist 
Church in Middletown. All are 
welcomed, so whether you need a 
good home-cooked meal, a night 
off from cooking, or a friend to 
talk to, come out and enjoy a 
meal with us. 

For more information, please 
visit our website at geyersumc.
com and like our page Geyers 
United Methodist Church on 
Facebook to keep up with our 
current events.  

Geyers is located at 1605 
South Geyers Church Road, Mid-
dletown in Londonderry Town-
ship. Pastor Steve Atanasoff and 
the church office can be reached 
at 717-944-6426 or geyerschurch@
verizon.net.

Thank you! 

New Beginnings Church of Middletown 
We are an independent body of  believers offering 
God’s invitation for a new beginning to all who seek 
it. We exist to meet the spiritual, emotional and 
physical needs of  all people through faith in Jesus 
Christ. We are a Safe Sanctuary congregation. New 
Beginnings Church invites you to worship with us 
each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Nursery and children’s 
church is provided. Our congregation meets at 
Riverside Chapel, 630 S. Union St., next to the 
Rescue Fire Company. Sunday School for all ages is 

at 9 a.m. We are handicap accessible via ramp at back door. For addi-
tional church information call 717-388-1641. For security purposes our 
back and side doors will be locked every Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m. at 
the start of  worship. The only door for entry after that will be the front 
door. 

The community is invited to 
our new contemporary service on 
Monday evenings at 7 p.m. en-
titled “New Beginnings Unchained 
Worship Fellowship.” Persons who 
have no church affiliation or are 
seeking to grow in their faith in 
their relationship with God are 
invited. We invite you to come and 
check out our new service. 

Mark your calendar to come to 
our Free Outdoor Family Movie 
Night on Sat., Aug. 10. We will have 
music, games, activities and re-
freshments. Games begin at 7 p.m. 
with the movie “Dumbo” starting 
at 8 p.m. In case of  bad weather we 
will have the event indoors. 

Sundays: Children’s choir re-
hearsal Sundays at 10 a.m.; Youth 
Fellowship meets Sunday evening 
from 5 to 7 p.m.  

Mondays: Men meet every 
Monday morning for prayer at 6 
a.m. Community men are welcome; 
Sociable Seniors group meets the 
1st and 3rd Mondays from 1 to 3 
p.m. All are welcome. 

Wednesdays: Craft Group meets 
at 1 p.m. the 1st Wednesday of  the 
month; Choir practice at 6:30 p.m.  

Thursdays: Blanket makers 
meet the 1st and 2nd Thursdays of  
the month at 9 a.m.; Intercessory 
Prayer meets at 6 p.m., followed by 
Bible Study at 7 p.m. 

Saturdays: We clean the Middle-
town Food Bank the 3rd Saturday 
every other month. The communi-
ty is invited to participate in these 
important areas of  our church life. 

Greeter for July: Bonnie Harper. 
July ushers: Eva Allen, Tammy 
Kreiser and Pat and Harvey Givler; 
Children’s Church leaders for Sun., 
Aug. 4: Danielle and Jodi Brinser. 

Our prayer garden in the rear 
of  the yard has an 8-foot cross that 
is made out of  nails. It is illumi-
nated every night from 8 p.m. to 
midnight. From spring to winter 
benches are provided to use to 
meditate or just enjoy the beau-
ty and quietness along the Swatara 
Creek. 

Pastor Britt writes a daily 
devotional on the Facebook page 
“Pastor Britt Strohecker.”  

Our Sunday worship service 
is broadcast on the MAHS radio 
station, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. 
every Sunday afternoon. Listen on 
the radio or the Internet at www.
pennlive.com/wmss/audio. Check 
us out on our website at www.new-
beginningschurchmiddletownpa.
com. 

Pastor Britt’s parting words each 
Sunday: “Nothing in this world 
is more important than the love 
of  Jesus Christ!” We invite you to 
come and experience this love.

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown 
The Presbyterian Congregation is located at 290 N. 
Union St. in downtown Middletown. We are a body 
of  Christian people who reach out to others by 
sharing God’s Word, love, and fellowship. Warm 
greetings to one and all as we seek to grow closer to 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Please join us on Sunday at 
10:30 a.m. as Pastor Christian Neubaum leads us in 
worship. Our sanctuary is air-conditioned and hand-
icapped accessible, and there are also hearing 
devices for anyone wanting to use one. Nursery is 

available during the service, as well as Bible Listening bags for children 
to utilize during the service. Do join us! 

Our electronic newsletter can be 
accessed anytime at www.pcmdt.
org...click on “resources”…click on 
“newsletter.” (These are PDF files 
should open with Adobe Acrobat). 

For further information, see our 
website www.pcmdt.org, visit our 
Facebook page (www.facebook.
com/PresbyterianCongregation), 
or call the office.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
 St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring & Union 
Streets (121 N. Spring St), Middletown. We are a 
Reconciling In Christ Church. Visit our website 
at www.stpetersmiddletown.org. Please join us 
for worship. Luther Hall Sunday, Adult Sunday 
church school at 9 a.m. Our worship times are: 
Sunday morning worship at 10 a.m. Sunday 
Church school for all ages begins at 9 a.m.; 
Wednesday morning at 10 a.m., Good Shepherd 
Chapel; Saturday evening at 5 p.m., Good Shep-

herd Chapel. For Wednesday and Saturday services please enter the 
church through the parking lot doors. Our Sunday worship service 
is broadcast on WMSS 91.1FM at 11 a.m.

Free Summer Lunch For 
Kids and Teens – We will host 
the Middletown Area School 
District Free Summer Lunch 
Program for all children 18 years 
and younger through August 9 
from 11:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. No 
registration or sign up is re-
quired. Kids just need to show up 
for lunch, rain or shine. Please 
share this information with your 
family, friends and neighbors. 
Other locations include:  Middle-
town Area High School Cafeteria 
through August 2 from 11:00 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. and Fink Elemen-
tary School, War Memorial Field 
concession stand through August 
9 from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  

Free Little Library: St. Peter’s 
has a Free Little Library located 
at the entrance door by the park-
ing lot. This Free Little Library 
belongs to everyone. Anyone may 
use it. The books are always free. 
It is not necessary to give a book 
to take a book. Come take a look, 
read a book! 

Food Pantry News: Especially 
needed are personal care/toiletry 
items: toilet tissue, deodorants, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, sham-
poos, conditioners, cotton swabs, 
tissues, soap, paper towels, etc. 
Items collected are taken to the 
Middletown Area Interfaith Food 
Pantry located at 201 Wyoming 
Street, Royalton. Individuals 
may also take items directly to 
the food pantry, which is open 
Tuesdays and Fridays, from 10 
a.m. to 12:30 pm. The Community 
Action Commission office is open 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
at the same location. Food Pantry 
Sunday is Aug. 4 (the first Sun-
day of  each month). 

Check us out on Facebook - St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church Middle-
town, PA. Go ahead “like” our 
Facebook page. Remember, if  you 
“Like” and “Follow” us on Face-
book when there are new “posts” 
you will be notified. Thanks.

Derry Presbyterian Church 
will offer its 13th annual worship 
service that includes a blessing 
of  animals from 6:45 to 7:30 p.m. 
Tuesday, Aug. 27. 

The service will take place 
on the church’s front lawn at 
the corner of  Mansion and East 
Derry roads, Hershey, weather 
permitting.

Animals on leash, in a ken-
nel, or otherwise controlled are 
invited to attend along with their 
owners. The worship service will 
include praise songs and hymns 
in addition to a hands-on blessing 
of  animals and the people with 
whom they live.

Casual dress is encour-
aged.  Child care is available 
in the nursery for infants and 
young children when requested 
in advance.   

Worshippers are invited to 

bring donations for the Humane 
Society as an outreach to those 
who help care for animals in need 
of  help and homes. 

Requested items include non-
scoopable cat litter, puppy train-
ing pads, paper box lids (for litter 
boxes), metal pet dishes, sheets, 
towels, blankets, paper towels, 
garbage bags of  any size, dust 
pans and brushes, odor neutral-
izers, glass cleaner, floor cleaner, 
and gift certificates to pet stores, 
grocery stores, and hardware 
stores. 

Other items on their wish list 
can be found at humanesociety-
hbg.org/wish-list. Collection 
boxes will be available at the 
worship service.

For directions or more infor-
mation, call the church office 
at 717-533-9667 or visit derrypres.
org.   

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The Rev. Marie Buffaloe, parish associate of congregational life and care, 
blesses Steven Miller’s dog at the 2018 worship service that includes 
hands-on blessing of animals.

Church will hold 
blessing of animals

The Susquehanna Chorale will 
perform “Music for a Summer’s 
Evening” at Mount Gretna’s 
open-air tabernacle at 7 p.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 18.

The chorale’s artistic director, 
Linda L. Tedford, will conduct 
the chorale in its appearance as 
part of  Mount Gretna’s Summer 
at the Tabernacle concert series.

Guest artist Todd Goranson 
will be featured on saxophone 
for select pieces. In addition, 
Goranson will perform a pre-
concert recital 15 minutes before 
the performance. 

The concert concludes with 
popular standards from the 

American Songbook, including 
“Give My Regards to Broadway,” 
“The Way You Look Tonight” and 
“It Don’t Mean a Thing (If  It Ain’t 
Got That Swing).”

A freewill offering to support 
the tabernacle’s summer series 
will be collected. 

The tabernacle is located at 
Third Street and Glossbrenner 
Avenue, Mount Gretna (the 
Campmeeting side of  Mount 
Gretna).  

For more information call 717-
533-7859 or visit www.susque-
hannachorale.org. For parking 
information, see “Directions” at 
www.mtgretnatabernacle.org.

Susquehanna Chorale 
to play Mount Gretna
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ARIES March 21-April 20
You are juggling many things. If 
you are having a difficult time 
figuring out which balls to drop 
and which ones to keep in the 
air, look to Virgo for help.
TAURUS April 21-May 21
Many people are counting on 
you and you don’t want to let 
them down. Recognize that it 
takes time to see results. Be 
patient and stay the course. 
GEMINI May 22-June 21
There are things that you have 
to get off of your chest. Others 
may not be ready and willing to 
listen to what you have to say, 
so give it time if need be.
CANCER June 22-July 22

Even though you have a lot to 
say, you have to make your 
words count. Select the things 
you have to say for each per-
son and moment in time. 
LEO July 23-Aug. 23
Several different activities and 
people are vying for your at-
tention. All of this information 
can be overwhelming, so you 
will need to find a quiet area 
where you can unwind.
VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22
You are always one to lend a 
helping hand. So when you 
need to call in some favors this 
week, do not let it make you 
feel like you are taking advan-
tage of anyone.

LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23
Ideas pop into your head, and 
they excite you about projects. 
The only trouble is settling on 
what you want to do, especially 
if it involves money. 
SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22
It is OK to ask for help even 
when people think you are 
the strongest one around. 
Seeking and accepting help 
is a strength, and others will 
recognize that. 
SAGITTARIUS Nov. 23-Dec. 21
Look for some more enjoyable 
recreational activities you can 
tackle in the weeks to come. 
It’s good to change up the 
scheduling now and again.

CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
An interesting prospect comes 
your way. You aren’t quite sure 
what to make of it, so give it a 
few more days to work out the 
kinks before responding. 
AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18
Aquarius, if you try to fix 
everyone’s problems, you will 
only get frustrated. Sometimes 
those closest to you know 
what works for them and what 
doesn’t. Trust their instincts.
PISCES Feb. 19-March 20
If you have any health con-
cerns, discuss them with a 
doctor soon. Do not delay an 
appointment and embrace the 
doctor’s advice.

ACROSS
 1. Cash dispenser
 4. Air pollution
 8. Illegal seizure
10. Shop
11. Besides
12. Spanish dish
13. Protective cover-

ing of seeds
15. Greedy eater
16. Existing only in 

the mind
17. Make rough
18. Cooperation
21. A way to consume
22. Strike out a batter 

in baseball
23. Swiss river
24. 2K pounds
25. Domesticated 

animal
26. Surrounds the 

Earth
27. Legendary actress
34. Seattle ballplayer
35. Bluish greens
36. Carrying of a boat
37. Having a particu-

lar shape
38. Takes advantage 

of
39. The Destroyer 

(Hindu)
40. Basmati and saf-

fron are two
41. Leak slowly 

through
42. Parrots
43. Midway between 

south and south-

east

DOWN
 1. Vinegary
 2. Ohio town
 3. Bivalve mollusk
 4. Type of hat
 5. Liquefied by heat
 6. Synthetic acrylic 

fiber
 7. Wild or sweet 

cherry
 9. Flower segment
10. Lizard-like
12. What politicians 

stand on
14. Pie _ __ mode
15. Indian city
17. Old TV part (abbr.)
19. Assaults

20. Paddle 
23. Types of photos
24. Dorothy’s friend 

was made of this
25. Soirees
26. Scottish port
27. Percussion instru-

ment
28. Auto industry 

icon Iacocca
29. Type of drug
30. Historic city in 

Germany
31. Animal disease
32. Some like them in 

martinis
33. Get away
34. Entertainment
36. Where ballgames 

are played
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PUZZLES AND HOROSCOPE
SUDOKU  

Guess Who? answer: Martina McBride

Puzzles are a 9-by-9 
grid, broken down into 
nine 3-by-3 boxes. 
Nos. 1 through 9 must 
fill each row, column 
and box. Each number 
can appear only once 
in each row, column 
and box. Figure out the 
order by using the nu-
meric clues provided. 
The more you name, 
the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle.

GUESS WHO? (answer below Word Search)

I am country singer born in Kansas on July 29, 1966. I 
performed in my father’s band as a youngster, which 
served as a catalyst for my own career. I have many 
multi- plantinum albums and have collaborated with 
Tim McGraw.

Charles “Pete” Waple, 25, well-
known borough volunteer fire-
man, was killed last Thursday 
afternoon when the Union Hose 
Company truck crashed into a 
bridge abutment on Route 230, 
east of  Middletown. 

Waple was one of  four Union 
firemen on the truck. Treated 
and released at Hershey Medical 
Center were Samuel Monismith, 
21, of  309 E. Roosevelt Ave., and 
Thomas J. Wealand, 20, of  309 E. 
Emaus St., Middletown. 

Donald B. Ryan, 45, 625 Pine 
St., driver of  the firetruck, is still 
a patient at the medical center. 

The Union Hose Company’s 
unit was responding to a mobile 
home fire at Cedar Cliff Trailer 
Park in Londonderry Township. 

Waple is the first volunteer bor-
ough fireman to lose his life in 26 
years. The last fatality occurred 
July 18, 1947, when Harold W. 
Mansberger drowned in Swatara 
Creek. He was with a contingent 

of  Rescue Hose Company firemen 
who had responded to search for 
the bodies of  a father and two sons 
who drowned when their boat 
was swept over Iron Mine Dam. 

State Trooper Edward Buffing-
ton reported Waple was riding on 
the left rear of  the truck which hit 
a guardrail, knocked down guard 
posts, struck a bridge abutment 
and came to rest facing west 
against a utility pole. 

The truck was traveling east 
when it skidded and went into 
a spin. The accident occurred 
about 4 p.m. during a rain storm 
one-tenth of  a mile east of  Big M 
on Route 230, near Deodate Road. 

The blaze at the trailer park 
turned out to be a minor one, 
burning wire in a television set. 

Waple was a 1967 graduate of  
Middletown Area High School, 
where he played varsity foot-
ball. He also played amateur ice 
hockey with the Hoffman House 
team of  Palmyra. Waple was an 
employee of  Metropolitan Edison 
Co. here. He married the former 
Linda McMinn, of  Londonderry 
Township. Two children, Mi-
chele, 4, and Bryan, 1 1/2, survive. 

News from the Wednesday, Aug. 1, 1973 edition of  the Press & Journal

LDCOG plans session on regionalized police
Lower Dauphin Council of  

Governments representatives 
last week acted to “keep alive” 
the concept of  a regionalized 
police force. 

Although only seven of  15 
member municipalities appeared 
interested in conducting a study, 
last week’s move by LDCOG took 
a different approach to the matter. 
This would call for setting up a 
meeting of  elected officials from 
all municipalities to hear “the 
pros and cons” of  the issue. 

Dr. J.S. Pincus, of  Susquehanna 
Township, although not commit-
ting his municipality to the issue, 

said a meeting in which officials 
could learn facts would be of  posi-
tive value. He added that mount-
ing police department costs  are 
starting to price some boroughs 
and townships out of  business.

Chairman Richard Black 
(Conewago Township) had sug-
gested such a meeting. He told 
representatives of  nine LDCOG 
municipalities of  a meeting he 
had earlier Thursday with the 
Governor’s Justice Commission. 
Black said the body looks with fa-
vor on regionalization, even if  it’s 
just three or four municipalities. 

A Swatara Township aide de-

cried any further studies by pro-
fessional consultants. He claimed 
nothing constructive is offered 
and the costs are too prohibitive. 

Pincus and Richard Updegrove 
were named co-chairmen of  
a six-man committee to make 
arrangements for an Oct. 25 
meeting. They represent Susque-
hanna Township and Steelton, 
respectively. Others named to the 
committee are John Kohr, South 
Hanover Township; Weldon 
Arehart, Londonderry Town-
ship; Glenn E. Peck, Swatara 
Township; and J.B. Alter, Hum-
melstown. 

Charles Waple, fireman, 
killed in crash of firetruck

Other headlines
• Police nab 2 on marijuana 

possession
• Mayor Judy calls for strict 

observance of  bicycle rules
• Nuclear power now 5 per-

cent of  U.S. total
• New pupils urged to regis-

ter here Aug. 6-10
• Tritch wins Marinak Open

Hot buys
• Regular ground beef, 95 cents a pound. Nabisco Oreo cream 

sandwich, 57 cents for 19 ounces. Kraft mayonnaise, quart, 79 cents. 
Rich’s Coffee, 41 cents for 32 ounces. Evans Thrift Market, 241 Oak 
Hill Drive, Middletown.

• Boys cut-off dress and play shorts, 97 cents. Women’s and chil-
dren’s sneakers, $1.66. Men’s knockabout pants, $1.97. Sportcoats for 
boys, $4.97. Greenberg’s, 4 S. Union St., Middletown.

• Portable RCA black-and-white TV, $88; 23-inch diagonal color TV, 
with legs, $398. Joe, The Motorists’ Friend, Olmsted Plaza.

15 freight 
cars derailed 
in wreck  
at Royalton

Penn Central’s main lines for 
passenger and freight trains were 
blocked here last week when a 
derailment involving 15 cars of  a 
westbound freight train tore up 
tracks just south of  Royalton’s 
Burd Street bridge. 

The accident was spectacular in 
nature. Skies were brilliantly illu-
minated as wires were shattered 
when derailed cars smashed into 
steel supporting poles along the 
tracks. Many thought an airplane 
had crashed. Royalton residents 
within the area felt homes tremble. 

The wreck occurred at 10 p.m. as 
the 51-car westbound train moved 
through Royalton. Fifteen cars 
were derailed, several damaged 
beyond repair. 

The accident, which brought out 
all Middletown fire companies and 
policemen, resulted in no injuries 
and no fires. But thousands of  
borough and Royalton citizens 
hurried to the scene, resulting 
in large traffic tie-ups. Both the 
county and Burd Street bridges 
were closed as police tried to stem 
the large number of  sightseers.

A Penn Central spokesman said 
the train carried no hazardous 
materials.

One passenger train, due in 

Harrisburg from Philadelphia at 
11:45 p.m., was halted at Lancaster. 
Passengers for points between 
Lancaster and Harrisburg were 
transferred to buses.

Immediately after the derail-
ment, Penn Central dispatched 
a large force of  workers to start 

cleanup operations. They worked 
throughout Thursday night, Fri-
day and Saturday.

By Friday, some service had 
been restored and all tracks were 
repaired by Saturday to enable 
full restoration of  passenger and 
freight service.

Penn Central tracks in Royalton were cluttered with this wreckage of 
derailed freight cars following Thursday night’s wreck just south of the Burd 
Street bridge. Skies over the area were brilliant with multi-colored flashing 
light as the cars crashed into steel poles which supported the wires to power 
locomotives. Fifteen cars were derailed and wrecked. 

Charles “Pete” Waple, well-known 
borough fireman, is shown with his 
pet Dalmatian “Smoky,” a familiar 
mascot at the Union firehouse.
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Here we are, getting ready to flip 
the calendar over to August. 

Seven months of  2019 are in the 
books. But just check out that ther-
mometer. We are certainly still in 
the throes of  summer.

Young people still have plenty to 
do before they think about return-
ing to school. But we are not far off 
from the inevitable return. It used 
to be that students just showed up 
on the first day of  school and the 
year began. But look at the Middle-
town Area School District calendar. 
There is a Middletown Area Middle 
School new student orientation 
from 9 to 10 a.m. Aug. 19. There is 
a MAMS Incoming Sixth-Grade 
Picnic from 5 to 6:30 p.m. Aug. 20. 
There is a Middletown Area High 
School building tour for new stu-
dents from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Aug. 20 
and from 9 to 11 a.m. Aug. 23. There 
is a “Kindergarten Open House & 
Elementary Sneak Peek” from 5 to 7 
p.m. Aug. 21.

All that leads up to the first day 
for students on Aug. 26.

It’s probably good that students 
get a feel for the school year instead 

of  just being thrown into it, still 
sleepy from their discombobulated 
sleep schedule.

We also have National Night Out 
coming up next week, from 6 to 8 
p.m. Tuesday. We are intrigued by 
what Lower Swatara Township is 
doing.

As part of  this year’s event, the 
police are encouraging township 

residents to hold block parties on 
that night, cookouts, walks through 
the neighborhoods with flashlights, 
or sit in front of  their homes and 
get to know their neighbors.

Officers will ride bikes, and walk 
and drive through the neighbor-
hoods.

There is nothing wrong with the 
carnival-type event held at Hoffer 

Park in Middletown. But the “back 
to the basics” approach in Lower 
Swatara might have a more lasting 
impact.

There is still plenty of  time for 
weekend trips, for relaxing eve-
nings after work, for family get-
togethers and barbecues. Maybe 
you will visit Hersheypark or go to 
a Phillies game, or venture south to 
Washington, D.C. We are lucky to 
have so many options in this part of  
the country.

There are still local events to 
enjoy as well. We outlined a new 
one on page B2 of  today’s edition, 
a Freedom Community Festival 
being held rain or shine from noon 
to 5 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 17, on the 
grounds of  VFW Post 1620 at 200 
Pike St. in Middletown.

The VFW Post 1620 Auxiliary is 
putting on the event, and we hope 
it’s a success.

Just remember … don’t let sum-
mer get away from you, especially 
if  you are a fan of  the hot weather. 
It won’t be long until we are lament-
ing the first snowfall, and summer 
will seem far away again.

More than 40 years ago, I ran a rock 
radio station, Starview 92.7 FM in 
Central Pennsylvania. We were the first 
radio station to offer special midnight 
movies. 

These movies included a 1930s 
anti-drug movie called “Reefer Mad-
ness,” which warned of  a descent into 
madness for those lured into trying 
marijuana. This propaganda film was 
quite campy and funny, especially in 
the culture of  the late 1970s, where pot 
smoking was pervasive.

Today, we have a different version 
of  reefer madness facing us — and it’s 
one that should be taken in a bit more 
serious tone. It stems from the unin-
tended consequences of  the legalization 
of  medical marijuana in Pennsylva-

nia, which occurred in August 2016. 
Marijuana and its active ingredients (in 
various forms) can help patients deal 
with symptoms of  migraines, cancer, 
Parkinson’s, seizures and glaucoma, 
among a host of  other diseases and 
illnesses. The positive results of  taking 
medical marijuana are incredibly real 
for patients who struggle every day to 
live and work.

While the Pennsylvania Legislature 
voted to legalize medical marijuana, 
they did very little to provide guidance 
for businesses and schools that now 
struggle with how to deal with employ-
ees and students who have been pre-
scribed medical marijuana. 

Most organizations have clear poli-
cies regarding the usage of  any illegal 
substances, including marijuana. Often 
times, it’s a zero-tolerance policy — if  
you test positive, you’re out. Marijuana 
is illegal federally, even though more 
than 30 states have relaxed their laws to 
make medical (and in some cases rec-
reational) marijuana legal. Yet no CEO 

wants an employee operating heavy 
equipment or driving company vehicles 
with marijuana in their system. 

When there is a workplace accident 
of  any kind, the people involved are 
immediately subject to a drug test. If  
drugs or alcohol are found, they are ter-
minated. Companies do not want to put 
themselves at risk of  legal action, espe-
cially if  someone is seriously injured. 

The unintended consequence is that 
valuable employees being helped by 
medical marijuana will be treated dif-
ferently at work due to the risk the com-
pany is being exposed to as the result of  
these now-legal prescriptions. You can 
see how this dilemma could be mad-
dening for employers, with no guidance 
from those who enacted the law.

Same goes for our school districts. I 
recently spoke with a superintendent 
who explained that if  a child needs a 
prescribed drug while at school, the 
school nurse will administer it — ex-
cept for medical marijuana, since it is 
still a federal crime, regardless of  the 

state law. A child would need to leave 
the school grounds to take the pre-
scribed marijuana and could not return 
if  there remains any marijuana in his 
or her system. The problem is that the 
active ingredient in marijuana can stay 
in a body for days or even weeks. Again, 
what a maddening situation!

Here’s the issue: Our state Legisla-
ture rightfully legalized medical mari-
juana, and it is a real blessing for those 
who battle the pain of  illness or disease. 
Unfortunately, our lawmakers forgot 
that businesses and schools are bound 
by the federal law regulating drug use 
at the worksite and at school. These 
entities are being forced to establish 
policies for themselves without guid-
ance from the Legislature. 

If  the Legislature does not act to help 
companies and schools understand how 
to deal with employees and students 
taking medical marijuana, then these 
organizations will be forced to take 
action that reflects current federal laws 
and potentially hurt good people.

Let’s stop this madness! From a busi-
ness perspective, my advice for compa-
nies would be to only drug test individu-
als who show up visibly high or unable 
to perform their work. Of  course, safety 
on the worksite is still paramount. 

Check with your attorney and 
insurance company about permitting 
individuals who have been prescribed 
medical marijuana a place in your 
company to be medicated safely. Don’t 
lose great employees struggling with 
medical issues. 

In our schools, districts need to work 
out a policy and let parents know what 
it is well in advance. Pennsylvania busi-
nesses and school districts shouldn’t 
have to go it alone. The state Legisla-
ture needs to put an end to this reefer 
madness by offering solutions to the 
unintended consequences they created.

A CEO coach to countless business lead-
ers, John Dame is an executive team 
consultant and leadership strategist 
based in Pennsylvania.

New Reefer Madness: Businesses, schools grapple with legal marijuana

EDITORIALVIEW

Summer sails by; keep enjoying it

You mass media folks lead busy lives, 
I’m sure. But you must have heard 
something about nuclear weapons 
— those supremely destructive de-
vices that, along with climate change, 
threaten the continued existence of  the 
human race. 

Yes, thanks to popular protest and 
carefully crafted arms control and 
disarmament agreements, there has 
been some progress in limiting the 
number of  these weapons and avert-
ing a nuclear holocaust. Even so, that 
progress has been rapidly unraveling in 
recent months, leading to a new nuclear 
arms race and revived talk of  nuclear 
war.

Do I exaggerate? Consider the follow-
ing. 

In May 2018, the Trump administra-
tion withdrew from the laboriously con-
structed Iran nuclear agreement that 
had closed off the possibility of  that 
nation developing nuclear weapons. 
This U.S. treaty pullout was followed by 
the imposition of  heavy U.S. economic 
sanctions on Iran, as well as by thinly 
veiled threats by Trump to use nuclear 
weapons to destroy that country. 

Irate at these moves, the Iranian 
government recently retaliated by ex-
ceeding the limits set by the shattered 
agreement on its uranium stockpile and 
uranium enrichment.

At the beginning of  February, the 
Trump administration announced that, 
in August, the U.S. government will 
withdraw from the Reagan-era Interme-

diate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty — 
the historic agreement that had banned 
U.S. and Russian ground-launched 
cruise missiles — and would proceed to 
develop such weapons. On the following 
day, Russian President Vladimir Putin 
declared that, in response, his govern-
ment was suspending its observance of  
the treaty and would build the kinds of  
nuclear missiles that the INF treaty had 
outlawed.

The next nuclear disarmament agree-
ment on the chopping block appears to 
be the 2010 New START Treaty, which 
reduces U.S. and Russian deployed stra-
tegic nuclear warheads to 1,550 each, 
limits U.S. and Russian nuclear delivery 
vehicles, and provides for extensive 
inspection. 

According to John Bolton, Trump’s 
national security adviser, this funda-
mentally flawed treaty, scheduled to 
expire in February 2021, is “unlikely” 
to be extended. To preserve such an 
agreement, he argued, would amount to 
“malpractice.” If  the treaty is allowed 
to expire, it would be the first time since 
1972 that there would be no nuclear 
arms control agreement between Rus-
sia and the United States.

One other key international agree-
ment, which President Bill Clinton 
signed — but, thanks to Republican 
opposition, the U.S. Senate has never 
ratified — is the Comprehensive Test 
Ban Treaty. Adopted with great fanfare 
in 1996 and backed by nearly all the 
world’s nations, the CTBT bans nuclear 
weapons testing, a practice which has 
long served as a prerequisite for devel-
oping or upgrading nuclear arsenals. 
Today, Bolton is reportedly pressing for 
the treaty to be removed from Senate 
consideration and “unsigned,” as a 
possible prelude to U.S. resumption of  

nuclear testing.
Nor, dear moderators, does it seem 

likely that any new agreements will 
replace the old ones. The U.S. State De-
partment’s Office of  Strategic Stability 
and Deterrence Affairs, which handles 
U.S. arms control ventures, has been 
whittled down during the Trump years 
from 14 staff members to four. As a re-
sult, a former staffer reported, the State 
Department is no longer “equipped” to 
pursue arms control negotiations. Coin-
cidentally, the U.S. and Russian govern-
ments, which possess about 93 percent 
of  the world’s nearly 14,000 nuclear 
warheads, have abandoned negotiations 
over controlling or eliminating them for 
the first time since the 1950s.

Instead of  honoring the commitment, 
under Article VI of  the 1968 nuclear 
Nonproliferation Treaty, to pursue ne-
gotiations for “cessation of  the nuclear 
arms race” and for “nuclear disarma-
ment,” all nine nuclear powers are to-
day modernizing their nuclear weapons 
production facilities and adding new, 
improved types of  nuclear weapons to 
their arsenals. Over the next 30 years, 
this nuclear buildup will cost the 
United States alone an estimated $1,7 
trillion — at least if  it is not obliterated 
first in a nuclear holocaust.

Will the United States and other na-
tions survive these escalating prepara-
tions for nuclear war? That question 
might seem overwrought, dear modera-
tors, but, in fact, the U.S. government 
and others are increasing the role that 
nuclear weapons play in their “national 
security” policies. Trump’s glib threats 
of  nuclear war against North Korea 
and Iran are paralleled by new admin-
istration plans to develop a low-yield 
ballistic missile, which arms control 
advocates fear will lower the threshold 

for nuclear war.
Confirming the new interest in 

nuclear warfare, the U.S. Joint Chiefs of  
Staff, in June, posted a planning docu-
ment on the Pentagon’s website with 
a more upbeat appraisal of  nuclear 
war-fighting than seen for many years. 
Declaring that “using nuclear weapons 
could create conditions for decisive 
results and the restoration of  strategic 
stability,” the document approvingly 
quoted Herman Kahn, the Cold War nu-
clear theorist who had argued for “win-
nable” nuclear wars and had provided 
an inspiration for Stanley Kubrick’s 
satirical film, “Dr. Strangelove.”

Of course, most Americans are not 
pining for this kind of  approach to nu-
clear weapons. Indeed, a May opinion 
poll by the Center for International and 
Security Studies at the University of  
Maryland found that two-thirds of  U.S. 
respondents favored remaining within 
the INF Treaty, 80 percent wanted to 
extend the New START Treaty, about 
60 percent supported “phasing out” U.S. 
intercontinental ballistic missiles, and 
75 percent backed legislation requiring 
congressional approval before the presi-
dent could order a nuclear attack.

Therefore, when it comes to presiden-
tial debates, dear moderators, don’t you 
— as stand-ins for the American people 
— think it might be worthwhile to ask 
the candidates some questions about 
U.S. preparations for nuclear war and 
how best to avert a global catastrophe 
of  unprecedented magnitude?

I think these issues are important. 
Don’t you?

Dr. Lawrence Wittner is professor of  his-
tory emeritus at the State University of  
New York at Albany. He is the author of  
“Confronting the Bomb.”

How about raising issue of averting nuclear war?

JOHN 
DAME
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787-5708 or 877-222-1897. 
Sen. John DiSanto, 15th District: Senate 
Box 203015, Harrisburg, PA 17120-
3015. Room: 168 Main Capitol. 717-
787-6801. 
Middletown Borough
Mayor James H. Curry III: 463 N. Union 
St. Middletown, PA 17057. 610-533-
4751. jameshcurryiii@gmail.com.
Council President Angela Lloyd: 717-712-
6781, alloyd@middletownborough.
com.
Council Vice President Mike Woodworth: 
717-919-4805, mwoodworth@middle-
townborough.com.
Dawn Knull: 717-497-1302, dmknull@
gmail.com.
Jenny Miller: 717-574-6716, jmiller@
middletownborough.com.
Robert Reid: 717-944-4764, raider-
blue17@aol.com.
Ian Reddinger: 717-350-5555.
Ellen Willenbecher: 717-580-6907, ewil-
lenbecher@middletownborough.
com.
Dauphin County commissioners
Jeff Haste, chairman, Mike Pries, vice 
chairman,  George P. Hartwick, III, secre-
tary: Dauphin County Administra-
tion Building, 2 S, Second St., 4th 
Floor, Harrisburg, PA  17101. 717-780-
6300.
Dauphin County sheriff
Nicholas Chimienti Jr.: Dauphin County 
Courthouse, 1st Floor, Room 104, 101 
Market St., Harrisburg, PA 17101. 
717-780-6590.
Dauphin County district attorney
Fran Chardo: Dauphin County Court-
house, 2nd Floor, 101 Market St., 
Harrisburg, PA 17101. 717-780-6767.

CONTACT
OFFICIALS

Your views are welcome
We want to hear from you. Send your letters 
to: letters@pressandjournal.com, or 20 S. 
Union St., Middletown, Pa. 17057. Letters 
may be edited for accuracy, clarity and 
length.
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We’ve been recognized as a leader, and continue to put clients first with 
comprehensive, goal-based advice for every stage of life.

In the investment industry, Ameriprise is rated:

1  Rating based on responses to a consumer survey as part of the 2018 Temkin Trust Ratings,  
www.temkinratings.com.  

2  Rating based on responses to a consumer survey as part of the Temkin Loyalty Index, 2017. 
See temkingroup.com for more. 

3  Rating based on responses to a consumer survey as part of the 2017 Temkin Customer Service Ratings, 
www.temkinratings.com. The Compass is a trademark of Ameriprise Financial, Inc. 

Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc. Member FINRA and SIPC.
© 2019 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. (03/19)

Financial advice for life.

#1 
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#1 
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#1 
for customer 
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Paul Smith  
Financial Advisor, Managing Director

Ryan Smith, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor, Associate Vice President

Smith Advisory Group 
A financial advisory practice of  
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.

717.520.6120 
320 West Chocolate Ave, Ste 100 
Hershey, PA 17033
paul.smith@ampf.com  
ryan.smith@ampf.com

Amanda at 330-360-6144 or

ARE YOU A NON-PROFIT?
Place your event on our free community calendar. Go to: pressandjournal.com

SUBMITTED PHOTO

At Middletown Public Library’s Summer Reading Program on Wednesday, July 24, attendees took part in different 
physical calisthenics and movements at the MCSO building.  After the workout program, the 120 children who 
attended received a book of their choice from the Kiwanis Club of Middletown.

Free books at library event

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Lower Swatara Township is 
proceeding with eminent domain 
and condemning four easements 
in order to complete its Rosedale 
Manor stormwater project. 

The township is pursuing a 
multi-million dollar stormwater 
project that will address flooding 
issues and move utilities out of  
private land and into the streets 
and right-of-ways. 

The township needed about 70 
easements — a mixture of  tempo-
rary and permanent — to do work 
on residents’ property. 

During the July 17 board of  
commissioners meeting, town-
ship solicitor Peter Henninger 
said the township was down to the 
last five easements, and township 
manager Betsy McBride several 
days later confirmed that only 
four remained.

“Out of  73, that’s not too shab-
by,” Henninger said. 

The commissioners unani-

mously approved a resolution, 
authorizing the easements. 

“To a certain degree, we waited 
until the last possible moment to 
do this in order to keep it down. If  
we had done this two weeks ago, 
we would’ve had a dozen,” he said.

All of  the condemned easements 
are temporary, which means the 
wheels of  construction equipment 
will be in their parking spaces. 

In an interview, McBride said 
the township budgeted $143,000 
for legal costs, and that included 
$96,000 for easement acquisition 
and $25,000 for condemnation.

Henninger said he believed the 
township would be under budget 
for easement acquisition. 

“It’s a very graven power that 
any government body has to 
exercise eminent domain, just to 
assure that this is not something 
that we wanted to do,” said Vice 
President Todd Truntz, adding 
that the township tried multiple 
times to get the easement agree-
ments signed. 

Part of  the project is to be funded 

through a Pennsylvania Infra-
structure Investment Authority 
loan. Director of  Public Works 
Lester Lanman said PennVEST 
staff said PennVEST will only pay 
for trench restoration paving, and 
some of  that money will be shared 
with Suez, which will be doing 
work on their water pipes.

“So if  we’re digging the trenches, 
we’re told this PennVEST loan 
cannot pave curb to curb, so that’s 
why other money will be needed 
to finish that part of  the paving,” 
McBride said.

The commissioners unani-
mously approved the lowest bid 
from Doli Construction Corp. of  
$3,346,716 for the project. 

Commissioners also unani-
mously approved an engagement 
letter with law firm McNees Wal-
lace & Nurick LLC for a fixed fee 
of  $15,000, which would act as bond 
counsel and work on revisions to 
a temporary easement in the 500 
block of  Mountain View Road, in-
cluding shrinking the length of  the 
easement from three to two years. 

Lower Swatara uses eminent domain 
to move stormwater project ahead

An event to raise money to 
send a team from the Lebanon 
Veterans Administration center 
to the National Veterans Golden 
Age Games will be held Aug. 17 
at the Lawnton American Legion 
on Derry Street.

The “Summertime Gala” will 
be from 5 to 10 p.m. Event tickets 
of  $35 will cover entertainment, 
refreshments, appetizers and 
more, organizers say. Tickets 
can be purchased at the Lawnton 
American Legion bar or by mail.

The National Veterans Golden 
Age Games is an annual event 
and one of  the most adaptive and 
progressive rehabilitative senior 
sports programs in the world.

The games typically include 
nearly 800 competitors spanning 
eight age categories of  veterans 
who are visually impaired and 
who use a wheelchair.

Among the competitions are 
air pistol, badminton, basketball, 
blind disc golf, bowling, boccia, 
cycling, golf, horseshoes, 9-ball, 
pickleball, power walking, shuffle-
board, swimming, table tennis and 
track and field.

The Summertime Gala is being 
held jointly by the American Le-
gion Auxiliary units from Lawn-
ton and Hummelstown.

To learn more, send an email to 
lawntonala998@gmail.com.

Fundraiser set 
for Veterans 
Golden Age 
Games team
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the Source.

Demand Facts. 

Support Real News.

www.panewsmedia.org
www.pressandjournal.com

In preparation for the new 
school year, the Middletown 
Area School District will hold 
a “Medication Drop-off Night” 
from 5 to 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
Aug. 21, to encourage parents 
to deliver medications and all 
required medical documentation 
to their child’s school prior to the 
first day of  school. 

In accordance with school 
district policy, no prescription 
medication or over-the-counter 
medication (Tylenol, Ibupro-
fen, etc) will be administered 
by school personnel without a 
parent or guardian signature 
and specific written instructions 
from a physician.

At Fink, Kunkel and Reid el-
ementary schools, the drop-off 
will be in the nurse’s offices. 

At Middletown Area Middle 
School and Middletown Area 

High School, it will be held in the 
school lobbies.

Medications and required 
paperwork not received on drop-
off night may prevent your child 
from receiving their medications 
on the first day of  school, accord-
ing to the district.

Updated immunization infor-
mation may also be brought to 
the school during this time.

A completed student medica-
tion form; a written physician’s 
order for each medication, in-
cluding over the counter medica-
tions; all medications in original 
labeled containers; and proof  of  
immunizations (if  applicable) 
should be brought during the 
drop-off Aug. 21.

Questions may be directed to 
Assistant to the Superintendent 
Chelton Hunter at 717-948-3300, 
ext. 1008.

Middletown Area School 
District plans ‘Medication 
Drop-off Night’ on Aug. 21


	A01_Front
	A02_Community
	A03_MansiFullPage
	A04_Classified
	A05_Obit
	A06_
	A07_Calendar
	A08_
	B01_Sports
	B02_Sports2
	B03_Church
	B04_Puzzles
	B05_View
	B06_

