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Happy Fourth of July!

Callen Jenkins, Cole Kopp, Adan Kopp, Addison Sostar and Grayson Sostar play during the 
Stars & Stripes Salute. 

Raelyn and Alicia Kachel play on swings at Sunset Park. 

STAFF PHOTOS BY LAURA HAYES

Fireworks light up the night sky — and the cars below — on Saturday during Londonderry 
Township’s Stars & Stripes Salute at Sunset Park. See more photos on page A6 and at www.
pressandjournal.com.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

A deal locking in a favorable rate for 
the purchase of  wholesale electricity 
through 2027 has been approved by 
Middletown Borough Council.

On June 18, council approved the 
borough entering into a contract with 
BP Energy Company to purchase elec-
tricity on the wholesale market at a 
fixed cost of  $34.91 per megawatt hour.

A typical family home consumes 
three to four megawatt hours of  elec-
tricity a year.

The borough is in the third year of  
a six-year contract to purchase whole-
sale electricity for $35.65 per megawatt 
hour from Public Service Enterprise 
Group.

The new contract with BP Energy 
would replace the PSEG  contract start-
ing Jan. 1, 2022. The BP Energy contract 
would run through Dec. 31, 2027.

The fixed price covers the cost of  gen-
eration, which is 75 percent of  the total 
cost the borough pays for electricity. 

The contract does not include trans-
mission costs, borough Manager Ken 
Klinepeter told the Press & Journal.

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

If  you search “Antonio Gonzalez” on 
the movie information website imdb.
com, odds are that you may see a famil-
iar face.

Before he became the new Lower 
Swatara Township Police Department 
detective, Antonio Gonzalez Jr. was an 
actor and a card-carrying member of  the 
Screen Actors Guild, appearing in music 
videos and movies such as “Fighting” 
alongside Channing Tatum.

Gonzalez has been with the depart-
ment since May 2018, and was appointed 
as detective on June 1, replacing Ryan 
Gartland, who resigned in January.

“It helps a lot because I’m able to think 
outside of  the box. Being in IT, you have 
to think outside of  the box, and being a 

New Lower Swatara police 
detective is an ex-actor who 
worked with Channing TatumElectricity rate

for borough 
locked in at 
favorable cost

Please see ELECTRICITY, page A5

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES

Lower Swatara Police Chief Jeff Vargo 
recognized the department’s new 
detective, Tony Gonzalez, during the Board 
of Commissioners meeting June 5. Please see DETECTIVE, page A5

Bike-friendly 
Middletown: 
Is it possible?
Penn State Harrisburg 
graduate student 
working with borough
By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

A proposal to make Middletown a 
“bicycle friendly community” is in the 
works.

Developed by Alejandro Davila, a Penn 
State Harrisburg master of  business ad-
ministration degree candidate, the plan 
would make streets in Middletown safer 
for riding bicycles, by adding bicycle 
lanes and road markings that alert driv-
ers to the presence of  bicyclists.

Davila also proposes placing bicycle-
sharing stations at locations throughout 
Middletown, where people could rent a 
bicycle at one station and return it to 
any other station in town.

Bicycle-sharing stations also would be 
located at Penn State Harrisburg, which 
Davila hopes to incorporate in his plan.

A number of  midstate municipali-
ties, including Harrisburg and Hum-
melstown, have these bicycle-sharing 
stations in place, also known as Zagster 
stations for the company that provides 
the bicycles.

Davila was introduced to borough 
council during its June 18 meeting by 
Borough Manager Ken Klinepeter. He 
was encouraged to meet with Middle-
town Public Works Director Greg 
Wilsbach, so that Wilsbach and Davila 
can jointly develop a plan that would be 
presented to council.

Council Vice President Mike Wood-
worth encouraged Davila pursue the 
initiative, “because I think it is a good 

idea.”
Davila and Wilsbach have held their 

first meeting. Wilsbach said there is a 
lot of  work to be done, but that Davila’s 
plan ties in with the vision for the new 
Amtrak train station to be built along 
West Main Street.

That plan includes extending West 

Work on 
‘raised 
house’ 
resumes

Please see RAISED, page A4

STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER

On Thursday, Alejandro Davila stands next 
to a Zagster bicycle he rented at a bicycle-
sharing station in Harrisburg and brought 
to Middletown to be locked up at a rack 
downtown.

Please see BICYCLE, page A5

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Work has resumed at a house on the 
corner of  Maple and Adelia streets in 
Middletown that was the subject of  
complaints by neighbors at a May 28 
borough council meeting.

Last Friday, Commonwealth Codes, a 
Manheim-based company that handles 
the issuing of  building permits on be-
half  of  Middletown borough, issued a 
new permit allowing construction of  
the house to proceed, Middletown Bor-
ough Manager Ken Klinepeter told the 
Press & Journal in an email June 25.

Commonwealth Codes had issued 
a building permit before. However, 
the borough issued a stop-work order 
May 24.

By then, contractors building the 
house had set a single-wide mobile 
home on top of  an elevated first floor.

Several residents living near the 
property showed up at the May 28 meet-
ing, demanding answers from coun-
cilors and staff as to how the borough 
had allowed a property so seemingly 
out of  character with their own to be 
erected in the neighborhood, which is 
zoned R-1 for low-density single-family 
residences.

Some of  the residents also contended 
that the house, if  allowed to stay, will 
decrease their property values.

Under questioning by the residents, 
borough Solicitor Jim Diamond said 
the borough pulled the approved per-
mit after determining the applicant had 
made “inaccurate representations” 
regarding the type of  house to be built 
on the lot.

At the same meeting, when asked by 

‘Now it’s permanent,’ 
owner of residence 
says on Facebook

Correction
Incorrect information was provided to the 
Press & Journal for the story “PSU softball 
player wins award named for LD grad” on 
page B1 of the June 26 edition. Courtney 
Pollock graduated from Penn State, not 

Penn State Harrisburg. 
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Visit to Israel was trip of a lifetime

944-1000
• • • HOURS • • •

Monday 1-8; Tuesday 12-8 
Wednesday Closed ; Thursday 10-8 

Friday 9-8; Saturday 8-12

124 W. Main Street, Middletown
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Support Your 
Local Businesses

Youth Club Bingo 
scheduled for Thursdays

Youth Club Bingo will be held 
Thursday nights at the Middle-
town Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, 10 Adelia St. 

Doors open at 5 p.m., and 
bingo starts at 6:45 p.m.

Proceeds benefit the Middle-
town Youth Club.

Vacation Bible School 
Day Camp scheduled

Vacation Bible School Day 
Camp will be held at Middle-
town First Church of  God, 245 
W. High St., from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
July 8 through 12 for children 
in kindergarten through fifth 
grade.

The complete registration 
form is online at www.middle-
towncog.org, or call the church 
office at 717-944-9608. 

Fourth of July trash 
collection delayed

Due to the Fourth of  July, all 
regular Penn Waste trash and 

recycling collections will be 
delayed one day following the 
holiday. Thursday customers 
will be collected on Friday. Fri-
day customers will be collected 
on Saturday.

Visit www.pennwaste.com for 
municipality information.

PSU offers graduate, 
undergraduate courses 

Penn State Harrisburg, 777 W. 
Harrisburg Pike, Middletown, is 
offering a summer session from 
June 26 through Aug. 7.

Register at 717-948-6250 or 
email hbgadmit@psu.edu.

MASD free summer food 
program is in place

The Middletown Area School 
District is part of  the Summer 
Food Service Program. 

Free lunches are being pro-
vided, rain or shine, Monday 
through Friday, to children ages 
18 and younger. 

It is not necessary to register. 
Sites are Middletown Area High 
School cafeteria, 11 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m., through Aug. 2; Fink El-

ementary School, War Memorial 
Field concession stand, 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m., through Aug. 9; and 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 
Middletown, 11:15 a.m. to 12:45 
p.m., through Aug. 9. 

Slavic American Festival 
will be held July 21

The Slavic American Festi-
val will be held from noon to 9 
p.m. Sunday, July 21 at St. Ann 
Byzantine Catholic Church, 5408 
Locust Lane, Harrisburg. 

The Divine Liturgy (Mass) will 
be celebrated at 10 a.m.

There will be an East Europe-
an Gift Shop, food, raffles, bingo 
and entertainment. 

The public is invited. Parking 
and admission are free.

For more information, call 717-
652-1415 or visit stannbyz.org.

Library summer reading 
program event is July 10

The Middletown Public Li-
brary, 20 N. Catherine St. is hold-
ing its reading program through 
Aug. 7. 

Silly Joe Sings, a performance 

with high-energy songs about 
everyday lives of  kids and fami-
lies, will be held at 10:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, July 10.

For more information, visit 
www.middletownpubliclib.org 
or call 717-944-6412.

Presentation to discuss 
Underground Railroad

The Lower Swatara Township 
Historic Preservation Society 
is sponsoring a presentation 
by John Ziats at 6 p.m. Thursday, 
July 18, at the Lower Swatara 
Township Firehouse, 1350 Full-
ing Mill Road. 

Ziats will speak on the “Mid-
dletown Underground Railroad 
Stop Recycled.”

The presentation and coffee 
are free.

Plastic milk cartons 
needed at library

The Middletown Public Li-
brary is asking for donations of  
plastic milk crates. 

The crates can be dropped off 
at the library at 20 N. Catherine 
St.

Happy July Fourth to you all! 
Happy birthday to our country. 
She is 243 years old. Put your 
patriotic clothes on and be 
happy and grateful for this day, 
America! 

We are far from perfect, yet we 
can be a grateful people. 

Please enjoy your holiday 
week, and don’t forget to tell the 
people in your life how much 
you love and appreciate them. 
Let me know your news to share.

Israel
Recently, my husband Scott 

and I joined a group led by Dr. 
James Ayers, Lancaster Bible 
College, on a visit to Israel. 
This was one of  those trips of  a 
lifetime. 

We spent 9 1/2 days of  intense 
touring, listening, learning, 
hiking and bus riding. We went 
from Tel Aviv to Netanya (on the 
Mediterranean Sea), to Tiberias 
near the Sea of  Galilee to Jeru-
salem. Those were our overnight 
spots. We slept, ate and went on 
tours from there.

We left our church parking 
lot at noon Sunday, June 9. A 
friend of  mine was kind enough 
to charter a bus, which 29 of  us 
rode, to Dulles International 
Airport. We had 14 others meet 
us at the airport so the total in 
our tour was 43. 

Our flight to Paris, then Tel 
Aviv, was to leave about 6 p.m. 
We arrived at the King Solomon 
Hotel in Netanya before 7 p.m. 
(this was Pennsylvania time of  
noon Tuesday), just in time for 
dinner and a good sleep as we re-
ally didn’t have much on either 
flight.

Now Doc Ayers, or Jim, is 
no rookie in his international 
travels as he has visited Israel 
16 times or more (who is count-
ing?). He was the interim pastor 
at our church back in 2017. He is 
very knowledgeable in so much 
that it was a thrill to listen to his 
sermons. He got very detailed 
when talking about Jerusalem 
or Mount Carmel or anyplace 
from the Bible. Once in awhile, 
he would interject comments 
about how he would show us 
when he took us there. That day 
came! 

More details are to come. 
However, to learn about the tour 
company, visit www.pilgrim-
tours.com.

Birthdays
Happy cake day to Dee Es-

terline of  Lower Swatara on 
Wednesday, July 3. Enjoy your 
holiday birthday week, Dee!

Aaliyah Garfield of  Middle-
town marks her big-bang 12th 
birthday on Thursday, July 4. 
Have a blast!

Nathan Reese of  Lower 
Swatara will turn 23 on Thurs-
day, July 4. Enjoy the thrill of  
this special week, Nathan!

Happy sparklers-and-pops 
cake day to Brad Strite of  
Lower Swatara. He celebrates on 
Thursday, July 4. Enjoy!

Madison Bayhart marks her 

big-deal 25th birthday on July 
4. I hope your Thursday is just 
how you like it. Congrats!

The skies will be lit up for Tim 
Carpenter of  Lower Swatara on 
Thursday, July 4. Best wishes for 
the best birthday yet, Tim!

Happy landmark frosty-filled 
day to Carl Stevenson of  Mid-
dletown on Friday, July 5. Have 
a fantastic holiday week, Carl!

Abby Leister of  Lower Swata-
ra turns 15 on Saturday, July 6. 
Happy times to you this birthday 
weekend!

Best wishes and congrats to 
Hannah Wilsbach of  Middletown 
as she reaches her 18th new-
adult birthday on Saturday, July 
6. I hope all your dreams come 
true, Hannah!

Many blessings are sent to 
Amelia Bishop of  Middletown 
on July 6. This sweetheart is 9 
on Saturday. Happy birthday to 
this beautiful girl!

Cole Golden of  Lower Swatara 
hits the 20s on Sunday, July 7. 
Best wishes to you, Cole!

David Hurlock of  Lower 
Swatara celebrates an “and 
holding” birthday on Sunday, 
July 7. Live it up, David. You’re 
still so young!

Here is a happy birthday 
shout-out to Gary Klock of  Low-
er Swatara. He has 54 reasons to 
be joyous on Sunday, July 7. God 
bless you, and I would love to see 
a picture of  your cake!

Dear Charlie Stare of  Lower 
Swatara: Please have a marvel-
ous birthday on Monday, July 8. 
I hope it is super-fun and full of  
smiles!

Kayce Deibler hits the big 25 
on Monday, July 8. Congrats and 
best wishes to you. May all your 
dreams come true!

Best wishes to LeeAnn Coble 
of  Lower Swatara for a terrific 
Tuesday cake day July 9. Stay 

cool!

Anniversaries
Happy 39th wedding anniver-

sary to Joe and Norma Mateer 
of  Lower Swatara Township. 
This couple gets to celebrate 
their big-deal-day on Thursday, 
July 4. Let the sparkles twinkle!

Scott and Suzanne Hile of  
Lower Swatara celebrate their 
romantic day on Tuesday, July 9. 
Many best wishes to you both on 
your anniversary!

Ladies brunch
All women are invited to the 

“Baseball Fever — Catch It, It 
Lasts Forever” brunch buffet, 
from 9:30 to 11:15 a.m. Wednes-
day, July 10, at Hershey Ital-
ian Lodge, 128 Hillcrest Road, 
Hershey. 

The featured speaker is Jes-
sica Moyer, director of  group 
sales for the Harrisburg Sena-
tors baseball team. Also, Rhonda 
Lehman of  Fort Wayne, Indiana, 
will present a mini-concert and 
also share how “Sometimes it 
seems that good things in life are 
for everyone else ... Not so!” 

For reservations, call Edna at 
717-652-0997 or Mary at 717-533-
3497 or email roseyposey3@
verizon.net.

This is presented by Hershey 
Area Women’s Connection, af-
filiated with Christian Women’s 
Clubs of  America.

Glad grads
Clarion University of  Pennsyl-

vania announced the following 
May commencement ceremony 
graduates. Congratulations to:

• Lorraine Abel-Nweze of  
Hummelstown with a bachelor 
of  science degree in liberal stud-
ies.

• Patrick Frownfelter of  Hum-
melstown with a master of  

science degree in library science 
information and library studies.

• Emmanuel Ekwere of  Her-
shey with a doctorate of  nursing 
practice.

Congrats, Christy
The Hetrick Center of  Middle-

town is proud to announce 
that physical therapist Christy 
Carroll recently earned MDT 
certification from The McKenzie 
Institute USA Center for post-
graduate study in mechanical 
diagnosis and therapy.

Christy joined the Hetrick 
Center in 2002. She specializes 
in orthopedic conditions, back 
pain, and women’s health issues. 
Congratulations, Christy. 

Dean’s list
Congratulations to Isabella 

Fegley, formerly of  Middletown, 
on being named to the spring 
dean’s list at Shenandoah Uni-
versity's College of  Arts and Sci-
ences in Winchester, Virginia. 

Isabella, a biology major, lives 
in Berryville, Virginia.

Cool Tuna Spread
6 1/2 oz. can of  tuna
6 oz. cream cheese
1 Tbsp. Miracle Whip
Mix together and serve with 

crackers. Very simple, but tasty. 
May substitute with chicken or 
crab. 

Thank you to Phyllis Lohr for 
this refreshing recipe!  

Quote of the Week
“Our help is in the Lord, the 

Maker of  heaven and earth.” — 
Psalm 124:8.

Question of the Week
Describe your favorite July 

activity.
“Eating cotton candy ice 

cream at the North Pole in 
Middletown (the owner knows 
me personally because of  my 
frequent visits)!” — Gabby Frost, 
14, Royalton. 

“Having ice cream with family 
and friends!’ — LeeAnn Hocker, 
Harrisburg.

“I like watching fireworks and 
swimming at grandma’s house!” 
— Ayden Windows, Susque-
hanna.

“The annual Seaton gather-
ing at Lake Ozonia in New York. 
A week of  together time with 
siblings, family, lots of  food, 
sunshine, hiking, and natural 
beauty of  God’s creation. Can’t 
wait!” — Bill Seaton, Hummel-
stown.

“Going to the pool, Mountain 
View Swim Club!” — Stella 
Ryan, 8, West Hanover.

“Sliding down the slide at the 
pool.” — Luca Ryan, 5, West 
Hanover. 

Proverb for the Week
Silver and gold are purified 

by fire, but God purifies hearts 
(17:3).

Reach LaVonne Ackerman at 
717-649-7366 or by email at La-
VonneAck@comcast.net.

TOWN TOPICS

PHOTO COURTESY OF LAVONNE ACKERMAN

LaVonne Ackerman had quite a view of the Mediterranean Sea from her hotel 
room her first night in Jerusalem. 

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

It appears there will be move-
ment on a stormwater utility fee 
for Lower Swatara Township 
property owners. 

The township has scheduled a 
second joint meeting between the 
board of  commissioners and the 
township municipal authority 
for 6 p.m. July 22 at the township 
building, 1499 Spring Garden 
Drive. 

Township manager Betsy 
McBride said they plan to talk 
about the proposed draft credit 
policy and agreement to lease the 
township’s stormwater system. 

For months, commissioners 
have discussed a stormwater fee. 
In December, several commis-
sioners supported a flat storm-
water utility fee of  $8 a month for 
residences and having the town-
ship provide an average subsidy 
of  $50,000 to lower the rate. 

The fee is not a tax. If  the pro-
gram were funded through a tax, 
tax-exempt properties would not 
have to pay. 

McBride said the commission-
ers and municipal authority 
plan to discuss how to proceed 
with stormwater projects after 
an estimated $4 million project 
in Rosedale Manor is completed. 

Roads need to be repaved, and 
there are decaying stormwater 
pipes underneath the road. Com-
missioners will hold a second 
special meeting at 6 p.m. before 
their regular meeting July 17 to 
discuss road improvements. 

At the June 5 meeting, Mc-
Bride said she, Commissioner 
Ron Paul, Director of  Public 
Works Lester Lanman, and MS4 

supervisor Madison Smith had 
reviewed roads and pipes.

“They’re a problem, to sum it 
up,” McBride said. “A lot of  the 
stormwater pipes are corrugated 
metal, and they are rotting un-
derneath. So, to do any paving 
jobs that we thought we might 
want to do would be a waste of  
money unless we truly dig and do 
something with these pipes, ei-
ther line them or replace them.” 

Paul said they need to create a 
long-range plan and discuss how 
to fund the improvements.

“I’d be remiss if  I didn’t bring 
it up. We need to move ahead on 
this MS4 fee and get that done,” 
Paul said during the meeting.

Some municipalities such as 
Lower Swatara are required to 
manage their stormwater sys-
tems, runoff water and pollut-
ants entering streams through 
an MS4 — municipal separate 
storm sewer system — permit. 

Since December, the town-
ship has hired Smith as MS4 
supervisor and has been work-
ing on a lease agreement of  the 
stormwater system and a draft 
credit policy. In the past, Bruce 
Hulshizer, of  the township’s con-
tracted engineers Herbert, Row-
land & Grubic Inc., said credits 
are a way that property owners 
could have the rate of  their fees 
lessened. They could be earned in 
different ways, such as practices 
that control stormwater runoff 
and public education. 

The draft credit policy was 
given to commissioners in early 
June. Past drafts of  the storm-
water budget called for the fee 
generating an average of  $1.28 
million in revenue over five years 
for stormwater projects.

Talks about Lower 
Swatara stormwater 
utility fee progress
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& FEES

CARD OF THANKS, 
IN MEMORIAM AND 

OBITUARIES

Obituaries: 
Notify your funeral director that you 
would like your love one’s obituary to 
appear in the Press & Journal.
Fee: 31¢ per word. $5 for photo billed 
through funeral home. 

Card of Thanks & 
In Memoriam: 
Contact Press & Journal at 717-
944-4628 or e-mail PamSmith@
pressandjournal.com 
Fee: $10 / 45 words or less, paid in 
advance, cash, check, charge

DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON

Call for details 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
114 Sage Blvd • Finch model • 4bd, 3ba • 2000 sq ft • semi-detached • $255,385  

1st floor owner’s suite • walkout lower level • composite deck  

www.CBBurkholderHomes.com            CALL TODAY  717-629-6177 

Woodland Hills Sales Center hours  Monday-Friday 10-5, Saturday 1-4  (closed 4th Sat.) 
Sales Center at 101 Sage Blvd.  

(off N. Union St/441, directly across from the entrance to Middletown Area HS)

Frances Wolfgang
MIDDLETOWN 

Frances J. Wolfgang, of  Middle-
town, entered into rest on Tuesday, 
June 25, 2019 at Hershey Medical 
Center.

She was the daughter of  George 
W. and Viola M. (Walters) Clifford.

She was retired from New Cum-
berland Army Depot, and was a 
volunteer with the American Red 
Cross for many years. She was a 
member of  Astro Chapter #280 
Eastern Star, and a member of  
Riverside Chapel and New Begin-
nings Church.

Surviving are sons Donald E. 
and wife Linda Peiffer of Lemoyne, 
Ronald L. Peiffer of  Middletown; 
stepchildren, Randy L. and wife 
Jana Wolfgang of  Harrisburg, 
Brian L. and Stacy Wolfgang of  
Palmyra and JoAnn and husband 
Willis (Mick) Shrauder of  Middle-
town; ex-son-in- law Christopher 
A. Okerberg of  Middletown; and 
brothers, George W. Clifford of  
Rock Hill, S.C. and Kenneth L. 
Clifford of  Bethlehem, Pa.

Grandchildren: Pauline Bar-
kley, Melissa Sandison, Donald 
Peiffer Jr., Timothy Peiffer and 
Matthew Peiffer.

Stepgrandchildren: Ryan and 
Angela Wolfgang, Heather and 
Tanner Wolfgang, Amanda Cor-
radi, Abbie Okerberg, Courtney 
Lykins and Caitlin Unick. 

Great-grandchildren: Brayden 
Peiffer, Elizabeth Grimwood, 
Jordan Donald, Craig McLaren, 
Scarlet Sandison, Peyton Peiffer 
and Cole and Holland Peiffer. 

Stepgreat-grandchildren: Lana 
Wolfgang, Dominic, Luca and 
Rocco Corradi, Scarlet Lykins, 
Brock Wolfgang and Caden and 
Cora Dukes.

Memorial contributions may be 
made to Riverside Chapel or New 
Beginnings Church. Arrange-
ments are by the Zimmerman-
Auer Funeral Home, Inc., of  Har-
risburg, Pa.

A Memorial Service will be held 
at Riverside Chapel/New Begin-
nings Church, 630 South Union 
Street, Middletown, Pa. Date and 
time will be announced at a later 
date. 

Vale Rebok
TOMS RIVER, NJ

Vale A. Rebok, (nee Close), died 
in Toms River, N.J. on 6/6/19 at 
the age of  77.

Vale was preceded in death by 
her parents James A. Close and 
Kathryn Madden Close. She is 
survived by her daughter, Kathryn 
V. Kingsbury; her granddaughter, 
Amanda L. Kingsbury, her beloved 
great-grandson, Jayden; her 
brother James M. Close (sister-in-
law Karen Close); her niece, Jama 
McCabe, nephew Jimmy Close and 
their children.

Vale was born on 11/9/1941 in 
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. Vale 
was a graduate of  West Shore 
High School Class of  1959 and Ju-
niata College Class of  1963. After 
beginning her teaching career in 
Huntingdon and Harrisburg, Vale 
settled in Middletown, where she 
taught for 31 years. In her free time, 
she was an accomplished seam-
stress and enjoyed gardening. Vale 
loved children and while she only 
had one child, she mothered many 
children over the years, taking in 
foster children, working at a resi-
dential summer camp, running a 
daycare, a latchkey business and 
school programs at the Historical 
Society of  Dauphin County. She 
had that same love for her many 
pets over the years, including quite 
a few strays.

Vale’s love of  the ocean led her to 
retire to Toms River, N.J. Her love 
of  history and children followed 
her to the beach where she worked 
with the Ocean County Historical 
Society and volunteered as a child 
advocate for CASA.

A memorial service is scheduled 
for July 11, 2019 from 4:00 p.m. to 
6:00 p.m. at Matinchek Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services, 
Inc., 230 E. Main St., Middletown. 
All are welcome to attend and 
celebrate Vale’s life. 

In lieu of  flowers, please send 
donations to the American Heart 
Association, P.O. Box 15120, 
Chicago, IL 60693 or bring a 
new children’s book to the me-
morial service (to be donated 
to a local reading program).
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The things that bring people to 
Middletown….

It’s one thing to sit at a computer 
in Muskego, Wisconsin, knowing 
you have located the grave of  your 
distant relative who fought in the 
Revolutionary War.

It’s a whole different thing to be 
staring at that tombstone, stand-
ing in the middle of  a cemetery in 
Middletown, Pennsylvania.

For Marge Posbrig of  Muskego, 
that Eureka moment came Fri-
day morning when she and her 
husband, Henry, for the first time 
saw the large tombstone bearing 
the name Stophel Alleman in the 
small historic graveyard at North 
Pine and High streets.

“It’s exciting … very moving … 
just to see his name on the stone. 
He really existed,” Marge said.

Marge and Henry didn’t drive 12 
hours in a rented car from Mus-
kego just to come to Middletown. 
That would make for an even bet-
ter story, but it’s not completely 
true.

Henry is a fan of  old tractors, 
especially the International Har-
vester variety. He grew up on a 
farm and although now “semi-
retired,” still works in farming 
part-time. He and his son collect 
antique tractors.

Each year a show of  antique 
International Harvester tractors 
is held somewhere in the United 
States. 

“We’ve been to probably 10 of  
them,” Henry said. This year, 
from June 27 to 29, the “2019 Red 
Power Round Up” was held in 
Bloomsburg.

When Marge was able to trace 
the grave of  Stophel Alleman to 
Middletown, they figured they 
would make a stop in the borough, 
since they were planning to be in 
this neck of  the country anyway.

Marge has done extensive re-
search on her genealogy over the 
past few years, using ancestry.com 
and the plethora of  other tools now 
available on the Internet.

She contacted the Middletown 

Area Historical Society, and Rob-
ert Hauser, a society volunteer 
and secretary of  Middletown’s 
Historical Restoration Commis-
sion, was only too happy to assist 
the Posbrigs in solving this part 
of  the mystery. 

The mystery wasn’t completely 
solved, and perhaps never will be. 
While the Posbrigs with Hauser’s 
help found Stophel Alleman’s 
name on the tombstone, they 
didn’t find Stophel.

As Hauser explained, at one 
point as many as 200 people were 
buried in the graveyard at North 
Pine and High. At some point, 

a number of  these graves were 
disinterred and moved to another 
cemetery on the grounds of  St. 
Peter’s Kierch at East High and 
North Union streets.

The society has a book about 
the two small historic graveyards, 
including a map with the best 
information they have available 
as to where, literally, the bodies 
are buried.

But Hauser, going over the map 
with the Posbrigs, acknowledged 
that due to the lack of  documen-
tation from long ago, it cannot be 
stated for certain if  Stophel Alle-
man is buried in the graveyard at 

STAFF PHOTOS BY DAN MILLER

Above, Robert Hauser 
points to the names 
of people buried 
in the graveyard 
at North Pine and 
High streets or in 
the graveyard of St. 
Peter's Kierch to 
Marge Posbrig of 
Muskego, Wisconsin, 
on Friday. Left, the 
Posbrigs stand on 
either side of the 
tombstone in the 
graveyard at North 
Pine and High streets 
inscribed with the 
name of Stophel 
Alleman.

Revolutionary War ancestor brings 
Wisconsin couple to Middletown grave
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North Pine and High, or in the 
graveyard of  St. Peter’s Kierch.

But Hauser said he believed 
he could state with confidence 
that Alleman’s remains lie in 
one of  the two.

For Marge, just seeing his 
name on the tombstone was 
enough.

Marge said Stophel was 
known by Christopher, al-
though that name does not 
appear on the tombstone.

He was born May 12, 1742, and 
died on May 4, 1806. Marge said 
she has found records confirm-
ing that Stophel fought in the 
Revolution. 

“He’s my fourth great-grand-
father,” Marge said of  Stophel.

On the back of  the same 
tombstone is the name of  
Elizabeth Alleman. She would 
have been Marge’s fourth great-
grandparent, Marge said.

Marge has traced some of  
her relatives to Plymouth Rock 
and the Mayflower. But the 
Allemans on the tombstone in 
Middletown aren’t from that 
side of  the family.

The more Marge learns, the 
more there is to find out.

“I gotta find out who Simon 
and Frederick are,” she said, 
referring to two other names 
on the back of  the tombstone 
in the graveyard at North Pine 
and High. “It’s gonna take some 
more working on.”

On top of  that, the Posbrigs 
believe they have other ances-
tors buried in Newville. But 
they didn’t know if  that was 
the Newville in West Donegal 
Township, or the borough west 
of  Carlisle.

Hauser didn’t know which 
one either, but used his phone to 
direct the Posbrigs to the closer 
Newville in West Donegal. If  
that’s not the one, they would 
be heading across the river.

They only had so much more 
time left to explore.

“We have to be back in Wis-
consin by Sunday night” and 
it’s a 12-hour drive, Henry said.

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

When will Highland Street be 
reopened?

That was the question the lone 
Lower Swatara resident, Jim Rod-
gers, who lives on the road wanted 
to know during the June 19 Lower 
Swatara Board of  Commissioners 
meeting.

“We have been patient. We have 
been cooperative. We understand 
the lengthy process of  funding and 
permitting a bridge replacement 
like this, but gentlemen, I believe 
the township is being derelict in 
the delay that has happened with 
this. It’s gone on too long, and 
this further delay has burdened 
us with unnecessary incidents 
like this and created dangerous 
situations,” Rodgers said.

Highland Street, from the inter-
section of  Highland and Oberlin 
Road to Rodgers’ driveway, has 
been closed since March 2016. 

HRG, the township’s contracted 
engineers, inspected the bridge in 
December 2015. At that time, the 
commissioners were told some 
spots of  the road were defective 
and it may need to be shut down. 

By March 2016, then-Public 
Works Director Daniel Wagner 
told the commissioners that the 
bridge on Highland Street had de-
clined since the December inspec-
tion, and it wasn’t safe for traffic. 

Repair wasn’t an option. The 
bridge would need to be replaced. 

Rodgers is the only township 
resident who lives on Highland 
Street, though there are more 
Highland Street residents who 
live down the road in Swatara 
Township.

The bridge has affected resi-
dents’ lives, he said. For example, 
when the school bus picks up 
Highland Street children, it backs 
down the road. 

“It’s time to bid this project, and 
get to work, fix this bridge and get 
it opened. I’d like to know when 
it will be bid, and I’d like to know 
when this will be constructed,” 
Rodgers said.

Township engineer Andrew 
Kenworthy said the project is 

scheduled to go to bid in August, 
but Rodgers pointed out that at an 
earlier meeting, Kenworthy said 
the project was supposed to go out 
for bid in May. 

“We’re now going to be four 
years into this, gentlemen. Four 
years,” Rodgers said.

The project was to be funded 
through a Dauphin County In-
frastructure Bank loan for $1.2 
million, which was supposed to 
fund work on a culvert on Summit 
Ridge, too. However, in March 2018, 
the commissioners unanimously 
gave HRG permission to put to-
gether information for the county 
to consider reassigning the loan 
funds for a culvert replacement 
project on Greenwood Drive and 
Lumber Street, which had become 
a priority. 

At the next meeting in April, 
HRG staff said the township could 
do all three projects and only 
remove debris from the Summit 
Ridge culvert. At the time, HRG 
estimated that the project may be 
short about $40,000. 

Rodgers said he prevented the 
funds from being moved to a dif-
ferent project when he spoke out.

“It is far past time to address this. 
Infrastructure improvements in 
this township are the responsibil-
ity of  this township,” Rodgers said.

After Rodgers spoke, Commis-
sioner Michael Davies and Vice 
President Todd Truntz asked 
Kenworthy if  the Highland Street 

project could be bid sooner than 
August. 

“I will certainly see what we 
can do and get information for the 
manager,” Kenworthy responded. 

Truntz said he agreed with 
Rodgers.

“It’s been struggling a long 
time. We really need to take care 
of  that,” he said.

According to Rodgers, there 
have been three DUIs involving the 
closed bridge over the past year. 

In two of  the DUIs, drivers hit 
concrete barricades blocking 
Highland Street. During the latest 
one, which took place at 9:53 p.m. 
June 10 and was handled by the 
Swatara Township Police Depart-
ment, the driver turned down their 
driveway, went off the road and 
crashed. Swatara police arrested 
Cathleen A. Sheaffer, 52, of  Har-
risburg, and charged her with two 
counts of  DUI. Her preliminary 
hearing has been set for Aug. 19. 

The closure, Rodgers said, added 
time for emergency responders 
to arrive.

With the project projected to bid 
in August, Rodgers encouraged 
the township to take additional 
precautions to protect the contrac-
tors and drivers.

“If  this were an active work zone 
or when the bridge is demolished 
without the available barricades 
to block travel, a similar incident 
could lead to a fatality,” Rodgers 
said.

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES

Concrete barricades are seen blocking off Highland Street in Lower Swatara 
Township on Monday.

Lower Swatara resident wonders: Why 
is road still closed after almost 4 years?
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EASY TO PLACE YOUR AD: online: pressandjournal.com/classifieds    call: 717-944-4628   visit: 20 S. Union St., Middletown

PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

PRINT&WEB 
$10 (yard sales) 
$25 (commercial)

Legal & Public Notices 
call or email for pricing

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.

 FREE EXCHANGE
 FOR OUR SUBSCRIBERS

EVENT

 EMPLOYMENT

 EMPLOYMENT

 MISCELLANEOUS

 MISCELLANEOUS

DON’T NEED IT.
DON’T WANT IT.
Get rid of the 
clutter with a 
Press & Journal 
print and online
classified ad.

 YARD/GARAGE SALES

ONLY $10 FOR BOTH PRINT & DIGITAL 
HERE’S WHAT YOU GET FREE:

• FREE map of your yard sale location on our website.
• Post photos of your items on our website for FREE.
•  If your yard sale is rained out, your ad runs again the 

following week for FREE - call 717-944-4628.

To place, go to: pressandjournal.com/classified
Deadline: Monday 1 pm

BENEFIT SALE HIGHSPIRE 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

SAVE THE DATES! “CHRISTMAS IN JULY”
Sat., July 6  •  8 a.m.-noon

2nd St., rear at Lusk Ave.
Housewares, linens (reg. and vintage), wall of books (new donations), 

jewelry, scrapbook items are abundant, toys, puzzles, misc., Schmidt’s 
sausage, hot  dogs, barbeque, ice cream sundaes, drinks. 

Stands: $5, bring table/blanket. 
Questions: 717-566-6828

Rain date: July 13

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured
for Your

Protection 
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating

Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Licensed Electricians  •  Fully Insured

40 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Free Estimates • 944-3419 or 944-6766

DALE A. SINNIGER & SON

•New & Old Wiring
•Code Updates
•Phone & TV  
  Cable Wiring
•Electric Heat
•Electric Smoke 
  Detectors

Considering Cremation?
Save Thousands On Cremation Expenses

728 Main Street • Avoca, PA 18641

Serving all of PA
Tyler J. Currie, Supervisor

Preplan and prepay 
today and receive a

For a limited time, so Act NOW!

$200
DISCOUNT

Simple
Cremation
$1395

or payments as low as 
$16.00 a month

All Inclusive, No Hidden Fees 

92
29

4-
14

09
-1

For a FREE no obligation 
brochure and information, 

please call us toll free at 
844-427-3672 

or visit us on-line at
www.cremationofpa.com

Our facilities are private & secure. Your loved one never leaves our care. 

0092297-art.indd   1 3/28/19   9:56 AM

877-642-3224   
www.brindleybeach.com

OUTER BANKS, NC - VACATION RENTALS
DISCOUNTED weeks for this summer still available!  Book now to save $hundreds!

Over 500 vacation homes from 
S. Nags Head to Corolla’s 4x4!

The Sample Department 
Assistant is a great entry-
level warehouse position 
that is responsible for filling 
customer sample orders and 
delivering them to the delivery 
staging area in a manner that 
meets company standards for 
accuracy, productivity, safety 
and security.

The Sample Department 
Assistant is responsible for the 
accuracy of all orders filled, and 
plays a vital role in sample board 
production.

Duties and Responsibilities:
Efficiently pick customer 

sample orders for shipment, 
ensuring that the correct 
quantity

and type of product is 
accurately labeled, packaged 
and shipped

Receive inbound material 
to verify accuracy and that the 
product is damage free

Stock inventory in the 
correct location

Assemble sample boards 
in an accurate, organized and 
clean manner

Accurately label all samples 
and packaging as requested

Carry or transport orders to 
shipping locations or delivery 
platforms with material 
handling equipment

Ensure outbound shipments 
are accurate and free of damage

Operate forklift as necessary
Conduct physical inventories 

as requested and required
Participate in maintaining a 

clean, neat and orderly sample 
department and warehouse

Conduct operations in a 
safe manner and adhere to all 
company safety procedures 
and policies

Cover warehouse functions in 
the absence of warehouseman 
– handling customer pickups, 
working transferred material 
& all paperwork and all 
miscellaneous duties involved

Other duties as assigned
Required Skills:
Mechanical aptitude – the 

use of tile wet saw, wood cutting 
table saw, and various powered 
hand tools is required

High School or equivalent 
education

Read and interpret written 
directions

Perform simple math 
operations

Able to safely operate a 
forklift (must complete forklift 
training program)

Capable of sitting, standing 
and walking for extended 
periods of time

Ability to listen and follow 
instructions

Ability to give attention to 
detail is a must

CANDIDATES:  Please apply 
IN PERSON at 4335 Lewis 
Road, Harrisburg, PA 17111 on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays only, 
from 8 am to 10 a.m.  Ask for 
Mike Lighty. (7/3)

ANTIQUE LOVERS TAKE 
NOTE – BRIMFIELD’S Famous 
Outdoor Antique/Collectibles 
Show, 4,000 Dealers, starts 
Tuesday July 9th. Info on 20 
individual show openings – 
www.brimfield.com July 9-14, 
2019. 

For sale: Large 84” white 
cultured marble bathroom dual 
sink countertop and Elgin light 
grey toilet, $100 for both. Call 
Ken at 717-991-9309. 

Dental Insurance: Call 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
company for details. NOT 
just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. 
855-890-4914 or http://www.
dental50plus.com/Penn Ad# 
6118

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

NOTICE is hereby given by the Eliza-
bethtown Borough Council of a Public 
Hearing to be held on the 18th of July, 
2019 at 7:00 p.m. at the Elizabethtown 
Borough Office, 600 S. Hanover Street, 
Elizabethtown, PA 17022. The purpose 
of the public hearing is to consider a 
conditional use application to operate 
a college-related use at 593 East Col-
lege Avenue in the R-1 Low-Density 
Residential District. The applicant is 
proposing to use the existing building 
for an office. This application is relative 
to Chapter 27, Part 6, §604 “Conditional 
Uses” and Chapter 27, Part 15, §1515 
“College-related Uses”. 
By Order of the Borough Council 
President.

#175 0703-2T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOWER SWATARA AND THE LOWER SWATARA 
TOWNSHIP MUNICIPAL AUTHORITY, INTEND TO HOLD A JOINT MEETING 
ON MONDAY, JULY 22, 2019, BEGINNING AT 6:00 P.M. IN THE TOWNSHIP 
BUILDING LOCATED AT 1499 SPRING GARDEN DRIVE, MIDDLETOWN, PA, 
17057. THE PURPOSE OF THE MEETING IS TO DISCUSS THE PROPOSED 
STORMWATER MANAGEMENT FEE CREDIT POLICY AND ANY OTHER 
BUSINESS WHICH MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD.
Elizabeth McBride,  Peter R. Henninger, Jr. Esquire 
Township Manager  Jones & Henninger, P.C.  
Lower Swatara Township Solicitor for Lower Swatara Township 

#176 0703-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 
THE TOWNSHIP OF LOWER SWATARA, DAUPHIN COUNTY, PENNSYLVA-
NIA, INTEND TO HOLD A SPECIAL MEETING BEGINNING AT 6:00 P.M. ON 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 17, 2019, AT THE TOWNSHIP BUILDING LOCATED AT 
1499 SPRING GARDEN DRIVE, MIDDLETOWN, PA, 17057. THE PURPOSE 
OF THIS SPECIAL MEETING IS TO DISCUSS THE TOWNSHIP ROADWAY 
SYSTEM AND NECESSARY INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS AND ANY 
OTHER BUSINESS WHICH MAY COME BEFORE THE BOARD        
Elizabeth McBride,  Peter R. Henninger, Jr. Esquire 
Township Manager  Jones & Henninger, P.C. 
Lower Swatara Township Solicitor for Lower Swatara Township

#177 0703-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

Dauphin County, Pennsylvania
Statement of Revenue, Expenses and Changes in Net Position

For the Year Ended December 31, 2018

This is only a summary of revenues and expenses for the year ended 2018. More detailed information is available in 
the Dauphin County Controller’s Office during regular business hours (Monday through Friday, 8:00a.m. to 4:30 p.m.) 
Timothy L. DeFoor, Controller  
#178DC 0703-1T 

www.publicnoticepa.com

  GOVERNMENTAL ENTERPRISE FIDUCIARY TOTAL PRIMARY
  ACTIVITIES ACTIVITIES ACTIVITIES  GOVERNMENT
REVENUE:       
REAL ESTATE TAX $ 105,314,100   105,314,100 
HOTEL TAX  12,077,750   12,077,750
OPERATING GRANTS  121,817,770 41,254  121,859,024 
CAPITAL GRANTS  6,348,212   6,348,212
CHARGES FOR SERVICE  27,227,628 94,745,827  121,973,455 
CONTRIBUTIONS   2,807,419  11,124,456 13,931,875
TOTAL REVENUE  275,592,879 94,787,081 11,124,456 381,504,416 

EXPENSES:
GENERAL GOVERNMENT  16,935,084 1,314,452 19,521,103 37,770,639
JUDICIARY  41,825,310   41,825,310
CORRECTIONS  64,187,430   64,187,430
OTHER PUBLIC SAFETY  11,333,307   11,333,307
HIGHWAYS AND STREETS  1,755,369   1,755,369
SANITATION  - 841,466  841,466
HEALTH AND WELFARE  103,618,358 93,152,224  196,770,582 
CULTURE AND RECREATION 16,789,417 72,122  16,861,539
CONSERVATION  1,764,755   1,764,755
URBAN REDEVELOPMENT 
AND HOUSING  3,942,638   3,942,638
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
ASSISTANCE  7,281,219   7,281,219
DEBT INTEREST  3,185,232   3,185,232
TOTAL EXPENSES  272,618,119 95,380,264 19,521,103 387,519,486 
OTHER FINANCING 
SOURCES AND USES:     
INVESTMENT EARNINGS  1,844,697 48,610 (16,658,289) (14,764,982) 
GAIN/(LOSS) ON ASSET 
DISPOSAL  4,095   4,095
HARRISBURG STRONG PLAN 
PROCEEDS  923,383   923,383
TRANSFERS  (1,479,181) 1,479,181  -
TOTAL OTHER SOURCES AND 
USES  1,292,994 1,527,791 (16,658,289) (13,837,504) 
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS  4,267,754 934,608 (25,054,936) (19,852,574) 
BEGINNING NET ASSETS  61,581,768 2,017,095 337,391,858 400,990,721 
PRIOR PERIOD 
ADJUSTMENTS  (20,735,794)   (20,735,794) 
ENDING NET ASSETS  45,113,728 2,951,703 312,336,922 360,402,353 

 MISCELLANEOUS  MISCELLANEOUS

 MISCELLANEOUS

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off and 0% financing for 
those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
569-3087

A PLACE FOR MOM: The 
nation’s largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! Our 
service is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-855-400-1032

Hiring 
part-time 
delivery 
drivers.
•  no special license 

required
•  comfortable, clean 

company vehicles
•  mostly 4-6 hr. monthly/

weekly evening runs
•  company pallet jack 

provided for loading & 
unloading of skids

•  great for anyone looking 
for extra income

Apply in-person at:
Press & Journal 

20 South Union Street 
Middletown

Mon - Fri 9 am - 4 pm

a resident if  “a single-wide mo-
bile home” is permitted in the 
R-1 district, borough Zoning and 
Codes Officer Al Geosits said that 
such a house is permitted in the 
R-1 district as a single-family 
detached dwelling.

Klinepeter in his email said that 
the stop-work order was due to a 
building permit issue and not a 
zoning issue.

Commonwealth Codes issued 
its new permit “based on its sec-
ond analysis with the accurate 
information that the unit is a 
manufactured home and not an 
industrialized home, eliminating 
the legal basis for the stop work 
order.”

Klinepeter said a manufac-
tured home is the term the hous-
ing industry now uses to refer to 
a “mobile home.” He added in 
the email that “manufactured 
homes which are secured to a 
permanent foundation are con-
sidered ‘single-family detached 
dwellings.’”

He said the term “industrial-
ized home” is “interchangeable 
with the term modular home.”

The term modular home ap-
plies to homes built elsewhere 
in sections, or modules, and then 
transported to the construction 
site. There, the modular home 
sections are put together and 
installed on a permanent foun-
dation.

Supreme Court case
Klinepeter in his email ac-

knowledged the borough has 
heard complaints from some 
neighbors as to why a manufac-
tured home is permitted in the 
R-1 district.

“Our answer has been that 
there is case law in the Supreme 
Court of  Pennsylvania that up-
held an appeal that a manufac-
tured home placed on a perma-
nent foundation is considered a 
single-family detached dwelling. 
As you may know, single-family 
detached dwellings are permitted 
by right in all residential districts 
in the borough,” he said.

Klinepeter said he didn’t know 
for certain, but believes that the 
court case is Geiger v. the Zoning 
Hearing Board of  North White-
hall Township.

That 1986 decision by the Penn-
sylvania Supreme Court upheld 
on appeal a Lehigh County 
Court decision finding that the 
North Whitetall Township zon-
ing ordinance unconstitutionally 
excluded the use of  mobile homes 
on individual lots.

A link to the Geiger decision 
had been posted on the Press 
& Journal Facebook page by 
Charles “Chuck” Meinsler.

Meinsler was not at the May 28 
meeting but has acknowledged 
in Facebook posts that he is the 
owner of  the property at Maple 
and Adelia — Charles L. Mein-
sler II of  Palmyra, according to 
Dauphin County tax and deed 
records.

Meinsler has not responded to 
requests from the Press & Journal 
for comment made via Facebook.

However, Meinsler has had 
plenty to say about his house-in-
the-making in posts he has made 
on the Press & Journal Facebook 
page, after the first article about 
his house was posted June 5.

“My little 1/3 acre”
Among those comments, Mein-

sler posted that he intends to 
place a 10-by-20-foot deck on the 
front of  the house, and “moun-
tain stone” all around the con-
crete walls. “And landscaped of  
course,” he added.

“My little 1/3 acre,” Meinsler 
said in another post. “My choice. 
It passed every step in zoning. 
And now it’s permanent. The pa-
perwork was corrected this week 
so building should continue soon. 
No mortgage, no 
bills, no worries. 
Have a great day!”

“It’s going to 
look great once 
I get the Moun-
tain Stone on, the 
deck on, and land-
scaped,” Mein-
sler also posted. 
“Thank goodness 
there are laws in place that su-
persede the Burroughs (sic) to 
protect me from discrimination!”

To anyone not happy about 
his house, Meinsler posted: “If  
anyone wants to buy me out and 
knock it down, I’m in at just over 
150k so far. If  I wanted a 1970s 
Brady Bunch looking house, 
that’s what I would have built. It’s 
a simple single-family dwelling 
over a garage.”

His comments are weaved 
throughout a spirited debate 
about his house reflected in the 
comments posted by many on the 
Press & Journal Facebook page 
in response to the first article.

Many came to Meinsler’s de-
fense, supporting him building 
a house of  his own choosing 
upon his own property. Meinsler 
bought the land as vacant ground 
for $43,000 from Steven and Susan 
Weiser on Oct. 11, 2018, according 
to county records.

Others reflected the same con-
cerns that the residents brought 
to council May 28, that the house 
is out of  character with the 
neighborhood and will decrease 
property values.

“What do you think the house 
values around there are going 

to look like once this goes up,” 
posted Michelle Barshinger Gipe 
on the Press & Journal’s Face-
book page. “There are a lot of  
nice homes down that way … then 
you see a trailer up on cement. I 
am not opposed to trailer living 
having done it for many years. But 
when these people go to sell their 
houses the first thing buyers are 
going to see is this.”

Neighbor complaints
Among those objecting to Mein-

sler’s house being near their own 
in this very public Facebook de-
bate is Ian Reddinger, a borough 
council member who lives right 
around the corner.

“It’s the fact that it’s a trailer 
that’s priced at $32,000,” Red-
dinger posted on the Press & 
Journal Facebook page. “I live 
next-door my property appraised 
at $200,000. You do the math what 
do you think that does to my 
property values? Doesn’t take a 
genius to figure that one out.”

Reddinger also posted that he 
would never have bought his 
home in July 2017 had the Mein-
sler house as it now appears been 

at the corner of  
Maple and Adelia 
then.

He repeated that 
comment Wednes-
day, as Reddinger 
stopped briefly to 
see the workers 
returning to the 
site. He continues 
to believe that the 

house will reduce the values of  
nearby properties, including his, 
if  it hasn’t already.

Reddinger also acknowledged 
that at this point there’s nothing 
the borough can do to stop Mein-
sler in finishing his house, as the 
law is on his side as evidenced by 
the Geiger decision.

Moreover, thanks to that same 
decision, Reddinger said there’s 
nothing council can do to prevent 
anyone else from building the 
same kind of  house in any resi-
dential district in Middletown.

Some Facebook posts have 
noted that Meinsler by elevating 
his home won’t have to worry 
about being flooded out.

The property is in an area that 
is part of  the 100-year floodplain 
as determined by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agen-
cy. However, his specific property 
is not in the floodplain, Klinepeter 
told the Press & Journal.

Klinepeter said previous own-
ers of  the property some years 
ago added fill that elevated the 
ground level out of  the floodplain. 
The owners submitted a “letter 
of  map amendment” to FEMA, 
and received FEMA approval, 
Klinepeter said in an email.

RAISED: Neighbors worry about property values
From page A1
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Work resumed on the “raised” house at Maple and Adelia streets in Middletown last week.

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR. 
Support your local businesses.

“My choice. It 
passed every step in 
zoning. And now it’s 
permanent.”

owner Charles Meinsler
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Promoting your business to 5000 Penn State students 

and 360 faculty living and working in Middletown.
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Penn State Harrisburg unites a vast range of people from all social backgrounds into a diverse, unique and economically powerful consumer group.
PSU Guide is the perfect place to start your relationship with these new consumers. Contact Dave Brown: DaveBrown@PressAndJournal.com or 717-944-4628.

Emaus Street to West Main Street, 
and making West Emaus more 
pedestrian and bicycle-friendly to 
make it easier for Penn State Har-
risburg students — and people in 
general — to get downtown.

For example, Wilsbach noted 
that bicycle road markings on 
Union Street were added as part 
of  the downtown improvement 
project.

Train station construction is to 
begin in 2020, with the station to 
open in 2021 or 2022 under the most 
recent Pennsylvania Department 
of  Transportation timetable.

“You’re going to have more and 
more college kids using bicycles. 
Not all of  them drive,” Wilsbach 
said. “Transportation and recre-
ational bike paths are good for the 
community.”

Davila grew up in Harrisburg 
and went to Penn State Harrisburg 
as an undergraduate student, dur-
ing which he lived in the Village 
of  Pineford for two years. He now 
lives just outside Harrisburg, but 
has returned to Penn State Har-
risburg for his graduate studies. 

He works at the Pennsylvania 
Turnpike Commission, where he 

first learned of  engineers working 
on sustainability projects such 
as making communities bicycle-
friendly.

He said he sees Middletown as 
a good candidate, because of  the 
presence of Penn State Harrisburg 
and transportation hubs such as 
the train station and Harrisburg 
International Airport.

“I just saw an opportunity not 
just for the students at Penn State, 
but for the surrounding com-
munity, and as a member of  the 
community I felt like I should at 
least propose it, or do some kind 
of  work to see if  it was feasible,” 
Davila said. 

Davila owns a bicycle, but has 
also embraced the opportunities 
presented by the bike-sharing 
program in Harrisburg.

He likes to drive his car to City Is-
land or downtown Harrisburg. He 
then parks it and rents a Zagster 
bicycle at one of  the bike-sharing 
stations.

He rides anywhere he wants 
in the city, along Front Street, 
to the Broad Street Market, even 
outside the city to Wildwood Park 
near Harrisburg Area Community 
College. He also likes to ride on the 
Greenbelt.

He uses an app on his smart-
phone to unlock and rent a Zagster 
bicycle at any of  the many bike-
sharing stations in the city. For 
$25 a year, he can rent and ride a 
Zagster 365  days a year for up to 
two hours. Over that, he pays $2 
an hour.

Zagster also offers a pay-as-
you-go membership where you 
pay $2 an hour, or up to $20 a ride, 
according to the Zagster website.

The Zagster bicycles are outfit-
ted with a basket in the front to 
haul groceries and other items. 
Lights on the front and back are 
activated by pedaling, and there is 
a bell on the handlebar.

When he’done for the day, Davila 
returns the Zagster to any bike-
sharing station in the city.

In and around Middletown, 
Davila said Zagster bike-sharing 
stations could be set up at places 
such as shopping centers, schools, 
Penn State Harrisburg, the train 
station and at HIA.

“If  the demand is there, I like 
the idea,” Wilsbach said.

Davila said he wants to know 
more about what Middletown resi-
dents would like to see as part of  
a bicycle-friendly initiative, based 
on these questions suggested by 
the Statewide Bicycle and Pedes-
trian Coordinator who works for 

PennDOT:
• Where do people in the com-

munity ride/bike in Middletown?
• How do people in the commu-

nity get to the airport? How will 
they get to the new Amtrak station 
once it is finished?

• Where would you like to bike to 
that is not accessible now?

Davila said he believes grant 
funding is available from PennDOT 
that would help Middletown pay 
the costs of  implementing a 
bicycle-friendly program.

Not counting road paving, Da-
vila estimates his proposal would 
cost $96,000, including bicycle 
lanes and associated markings, 
stencils and signs, and racks for 
the Zagsters.

Davila added these estimates 
are preliminary and do not reflect 
changes in the plan resulting from 
his discussions with Wilsbach, 
before the plan is ready to be pre-
sented to council.

PennDOT has $40 million avail-
able in competitive grant funding 
each fiscal year for capital projects 
that improve transportation as-
sets, said PennDOT spokeswoman 
Alexis Campbell.

Of  that, $35 million is legisla-
tively mandated for highway and 
bridge projects, leaving $5 million 
available for any other mode of  
transportation including projects 
that improve or create bicycle 
facilities, Campbell said.

Crash figures
Bicycle crashes statewide have 

been trending downward since 

1998, when 2,761 were recorded 
statewide, according to data posted 
on the PennDOT website.

In 2017 there were 1,142 bicyclist 
crashes in Pennsylvania — the 
lowest for any year since 1998. 
There were 1,305 crashes in 2016. 
Data for 2018 is expected to be 
available in August.

In Dauphin County, bicyclist 
crashes have steadily declined, 
from 57 in 1998 to 20 in 2017.

However, there were fewer such 
crashes in Dauphin County in both 
2007 and 2009 — 17 in each year — 
and in 2010 (19) and in 2014 (18).

But the 20 crashes in 2017 is the 
lowest in Dauphin County since 
2014. There were 28 crashes in 
2015, and 25 in 2016, according to 
the PennDOT data.

Campbell attributes the steady 
decline in the number of  bicyclist 
crashes in Pennsylvania to “a lot 
of  attention” being focused on 
bicycle and pedestrian safety, both 
nationally and at the state level. 
“This has led to infrastructure 
improvements as well as educa-
tional opportunities to improve 
bicycle safety.”

PennDOT’s Strategic Highway 
Safety Plan details what PennDOT 
has been working on since 2017 to 
continue supporting this down-
ward trend in bicyclist crashes, 
Campbell said.

Additional information about 
what PennDOT is doing can be 
found on the agency website, 
including developing an updated 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Master 
Plan for Pennsylvania.

STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER

These markings alerting motorists to the presence of bicyclists on the road 
were added to South Union Street as part of the downtown improvement 
project in Middletown.

“Transmission costs can vary 
from time to time depending on 
market demands and are passed 
through to us by the wholesale 
supplier,” Klinepeter said in an 
email. “Distribution costs are then 
added by the borough to get to the 
retail customer rate.”

The fixed cost of  $35.65 with 
PSEG was considered “favorable” 
regarding Middletown avoiding 
increases in the electric rate to 

residents and businesses.
Middletown is one of  35 Penn-

sylvania boroughs that provide 
electricity to its residents and 
businesses. 

Middletown buys the electricity 
from wholesalers and re-sells the 
power to residents and businesses 
at a price set by council.

In Middletown, the electric rate 
last went up in March 2016, when 
council approved a 1-cent per 
kilowatt-hour increase.

The current rate paid by residen-

tial customers is $0.116 per kilo-
watt hour, and $0.106 per kilowatt 
hour for commercial-general and 
commercial-industrial customers, 
according to the resolution council 
approved in March 2016.

The borough relies on revenue 
from selling electricity to subsi-
dize the general fund each year, 
reducing the need to raise local 
taxes.

Earlier this spring, the borough 
directed legal counsel to develop 
a request for proposals to take ad-

vantage of  “good energy pricing” 
in the wholesale market, accord-
ing to Klinepeter.

The $34.91 fixed cost price from 
BP Energy was the lowest among 
four wholesale bidders for prices 
over 3 or 6 years.

“We are pretty happy that we 
were able to negotiate another deal 
at a rate that is slightly less than 
the current rate, which should 
help with rate stability for some 
time to come,” Klinepeter said of  
the new contract with BP Energy.

ELECTRICITY: Middletown is a rare borough that provides service
From page A1

BICYCLE: Turnpike employee wants friendlier and safer conditions for bicyclists in Middletown area
From page A1

detective, you definitely have to 
think outside of  the box,” Gonza-
lez said of  his acting experience.

Gonzalez received his bach-
elor’s degree in cyber/computer 
forensics and counterterrorism 
from Hodges University in Naples, 
Florida, while he was an officer 
with the St. Petersburg Police 
Department.

He was recognized by the com-
missioners during their June 5 
meeting.

“It takes a special police officer 
[to be a detective]. Somebody 
with a really good personality. 
Somebody that’s professional. 
Somebody that maintains that 
professionalism on duty, off duty, 
wherever they may be in the eye 
of  public, and this is what Tony 
does,” said Police Chief  Jeff Vargo 
during the meeting.

Gonzalez grew up in the Bronx, 
and was 18 when he began acting 
after a woman stopped him on 
the street in New York City and 
said he looked like he would be a 
good actor.

He had acted in school produc-
tions of  “Little Shop of  Horrors” 
and “West Side Story,” but this was 
the start of  his work as an extra.

His first movie was Ross Katz’s 
“Taking Chance” in 2009 starring 
Kevin Bacon, who portrayed a 
volunteer military escort officer 
taking the body of  a Marine home 
to Wyoming. He was an extra in 
an airport scene where Bacon 

was trying to go through a metal 
detector.

He’s appeared in other movies 
and shows such as “Gossip Girls” 
and “You Don’t Mess with the Zo-
han” and Aventura’s music video 
for “El Malo.”

Every time an actor is in camera 
view, they receive a SAG waiver, 
and according to Gonzalez, once 
an actor receives three waivers, 
they become eligible to be a SAG 
member.

One day, Gonzalez showed up to 
be an extra for “Fighting.” Before 
extras appear on screen, they visit 
the wardrobe department to make 
sure they’re wearing the right 
colors or if  they need make up.

One of  the wardrobe specialists 
called him over. At first Gonzalez 
thought he did something wrong, 
but the specialist said he liked his 
look. In fact, production liked his 
look so much that they asked him 
to steal a suitcase in Times Square 
after asking for directions.

It was his favorite role.
“It was just so surreal, the feel-

ing. I’m in the middle of  Times 
Square with this microphone on 
me, and for the first time having 
a speaking role. I was just really 
excited. I felt really important,” 
Gonzalez said.

Gonzalez had more stories 
about his acting career — the 
lead singer of  Aventura telling 
him they looked similar enough 
to be siblings and break dancing 
against actor Luis Guzmán’s son 
at a release party.

His family encouraged him to 
have a stable job, and work as an 
actor could be hit or miss. His par-
ents thought he would be a police 
officer when he grew up — one of  
his first words was “coppy,” refer-
ring to a cop.

Some of  the kids in his neighbor-
hood didn’t have the best relation-
ship with police.

“A lot of  kids in my neighbor-
hood used to always get stopped 
by cops all the time. It’s just how it 
was in the neighborhood,” he said.

Gonzalez knew the other side — 
how it felt to be stopped because 
he happened to be wearing a red 
shirt, which was the color of  the 
Bloods gang, and asked if  he was 
a gang member.

“To me that’s wrong,” he said.
He was afraid of  cops growing 

up, hearing horror stories from 

friends about police planting 
drugs. Gonzalez wanted to be a 
different type of  police officer.

“I always felt that I wanted to 
be different and interact more. 
Instead of  having kids feel [like] 
they were harassed, I wanted them 
to feel [like] they were involved,” 
he said.

His acting career was put on 
hold in part because some law 
enforcement departments don’t 
like their officers having other 
jobs. But his acting career helped 
him when he became a corrections 
officer in 2011 because the inmates 
recognized him from Aventura, 
which made them respect him and 
see him as a friend.

For one year, he worked as a cor-
rections officer on Rikers Island, 
which is located in the East River 
between Queens and the Bronx 

and is home to 10 jails.
The hours were long. Gonzalez 

said there were cuttings, and 
people tried to hang themselves.

People used to tell him he would 
be a great police officer, so that’s 
what he did.

He worked as an officer with 
Prince George’s County Police De-
partment in Maryland and Mount 
Vernon Police Department in New 
York. But Gonzalez found himself  
looking for a new job after he got 
injured while going through the 
police academy again for his job 
at Mount Vernon.

He looked for a department 
where he wouldn’t have to go 
through the academy again, 
and ended up in St. Petersburg, 
Florida.

While Gonzalez was in Florida, 
his grandmother died. Family 
being important to him, Gonzalez 
decided to move closer to home.

He learned that Pennsylvania 
had a test that allowed out-of-
state officers to become certified 
depending on one’s level of  police 
training, which he passed.

“All I really knew about Penn-
sylvania was Philadelphia, and 
the capital of  Pennsylvania, which 
was Harrisburg,” he said.

He was hired as a township of-
ficer in May 2018. Crime in Lower 
Swatara is lower than where he 
had been in New York and Florida, 
but Gonzalez figured that it would 
be a better place to raise a family.

For the past several months, 
he was assigned to the detective 

division as part of  a career devel-
opment program.

“We wanted to tap into his area 
of  expertise. … He’s a people per-
son. He’s a very thorough investi-
gator, we’ve quickly learned. Very 
intelligent, very caring, possesses 
a lot of  qualities that we look for 
in an investigator,” Vargo said in 
an interview.

Vargo said one of  Gonzalez’s 
primary roles will be investigating 
electronic crimes. He will also help 
run the department’s social media 
accounts and serve as one of  the 
public information officers along 
with Officer Jason Heckendorn.

As Gonzalez, whose bachelor’s 
degree is in cyber/computer foren-
sics and counterterrorism, sees 
it, crime has become and will be 
more electronics-based.

His skills are already paying off. 
One of  his recent cases involved 
a township resident who had a 
nearly $500 fraudulent charge on 
his debit card, originating from 
South Carolina. Gonzalez was able 
to pull video surveillance, and dis-
covered that the person who made 
the charge was a truck driver from 
Miami. He ended up passing the 
case off to Miami police.

“I love using technology to be 
able to solve these crimes,” he said.

Vargo noticed these qualities 
almost immediately, and thinks 
he has a lot of  potential.

“I’m confident that he will be 
an asset not only to the police de-
partment, but to the community 
in general,” Vargo said.

DETECTIVE: Gonzalez is not only a former actor in a Kevin Bacon movie, he’s an expert in the IT field
From page A1
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Tony Gonzalez is the new Lower Swatara Township police detective. 
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A Middletown man faces drug 
and assault charges following an 
incident in the first block of  East 
High Street at about 7 p.m. June 26.

Glenn Howard Myers II, 57, 
of  East High Street, grabbed a 
woman’s hair near her left temple, 
creating a severe bruise, police 
said.

Later the same day, Myers 
was involved in another alterca-
tion with the same woman at 
a residence in the 200 block of  
North Geyers Church Road in 
Londonderry Township. 

The woman suffered bruises 
on both sides of  her head and a 
scratch wound to her right arm, 
State Police said in arrest papers 
filed with District Judge David 
Judy.

The victim also identified a blue 

backpack owned by Myers, which 
police said contained suspected 
marijuana and related drug para-
phernalia.

Myers was arraigned June 27 
before District Judge Michael 
Smith and charged with possess-
ing a small amount of  marijuana 
for personal use, use/possession 
of  drug paraphernalia, simple 
assault, and harassment.

Bail was set at $10,000 unse-
cured. Myers is scheduled for 
a July 15 preliminary hearing 
before Judy.

A few hours later on June 27, 
Middletown police were dis-
patched to the East High Street 
residence after the victim called 
to say that Myers had returned to 
the address, after being arrested 
by State Police on the domestic 

charges.
She led police into the house 

to show them a marijuana “grow 
operation” that she said belonged 
to Myers. Police also found drug 
paraphernalia, including a digital 
scale and used clear baggies con-
taining cocaine residue.

Borough police located Myers 
at the North Geyers Church Road 
residence, where he was again 
taken into custody.

Myers was charged with manu-
facture, delivery, or possession 
with intent to manufacture or 
deliver, possession of  a controlled 
substance, and use/possession of  
drug paraphernalia.

His bail was increased to 
$100,000, according to online court 
records.

— Dan Miller

Drug, assault charges for borough man

Jeff Templin and Monique Dykman donned their patriotic gear. 

The Whiskey Brothers Band perform at Sunset Bar and Grill. 

People gathered on the 10th tee at Sunset Golf Course while waiting for the fireworks. 

Stephen, Cassie, April and Gracie Gusler wait for the fireworks. 

Fired up for 
the Fourth
Stars & Stripes Salute draws Sunset crowd

Josh Mutek plays baseball at Sunset 
Park. 

Fireworks light up the night sky on Saturday during Londonderry Township’s 
Stars and Stripes Salute at Sunset Park, above and left.

STAFF PHOTOS 
BY LAURA 

HAYES

Cody Mutek plays baseball at Sunset 
Park. 
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A UNIVERSE of Stories

20 N. Catherine St • 717-944-6412 • middletownpubliclib.org

Summer 
Reading 
Program

JULY 10  @ 10:30 - 11:30 am

COMING JULY 17: THE SIZE OF SPACE

MIDDLETOWN PUBLIC LIBRARY

Other
Worlds

Wednesday

With a guitar, a 
loud voice, a wig, 

a kazoo, boxer 
shorts, and a 

lot of silly body 
movements, 

Silly Joe keeps 
everyone involved 

in the show.

The Pennsylvania Department 
of  Transportation, the Pennsyl-
vania Fish and Boat Commission 
and the Pennsylvania State Police 
are urging safe and responsible 
celebration whether on a boat 
or driving a vehicle during the 
Fourth of  July holiday — and all 
year long.

“Safety is PennDOT’s most 
important priority, which is why 
we work closely with our partners 
and law enforcement to reduce 
impaired driving,” PennDOT 
Secretary Leslie S. Richards said 
during an event at the City Island 
boat launch last week. “Though 
Independence Day is a time for cel-
ebration, we urge Pennsylvanians 
to designate a sober driver and 
wear their seat belts throughout 
the coming holiday, and through-
out the year.” 

According to PennDOT, in 2018 
there were 17 alcohol-related 
fatalities from Friday, June 29 
through Sunday, July 8. This 
marked an increase in fatalities 
from 2017, when there were 10 

alcohol-related fatalities from 
Friday, June 30 through Sunday, 
July 9. Also, during the holiday 
period last year, there were eight 
drug-related fatalities, compared 
to five in 2017. 

Data from the Fish and Boat 
Commission shows that there 

were 51 boat-
ing-under-
the-influence 
ar rests  in 
2018, a de-
crease from 
68 in 2017. 

Pe n n syl -
vania is a 
boating des-
tination, and 
boaters drive 
to and from 
their loca-
tions. When 
an impaired 
boat operator 
gets behind 
the wheel to 
drive home, a 
BUI becomes 
a DUI. 

“Alcohol impairs judgment 
and reaction time on the water 
no differently than if  you were 
driving a car, with the additional 
risk of  drowning,” Pennsylvania 
Fish and Boat Commission Execu-
tive Director Tim Schaeffer said. 

“Boating under the influence 
puts everyone at risk, including 
passengers and others enjoying 
the water.” 

“Our goal is for boaters to begin 
each trip with a knowledge and 
appreciation of  basic safe boating 
practices that includes not drink-
ing while boating,” he added. 

Over this holiday period, the 
Pennsylvania State Police and lo-
cal law enforcement will conduct 
checkpoints and roving patrols. 
This effort is funded through 
PennDOT’s statewide annual 
distribution of  more than $4.7 mil-
lion from the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration for 
impaired driving enforcement. 

“Troopers will be on the lookout 
for impaired, distracted, and ag-
gressive drivers this holiday,” said 
State Police Commissioner Robert 
Evanchick. “All travelers can do 
their part to keep themselves and 
their loved ones safe by remem-
bering to buckle up and ensuring 
children are in an appropriate 
child passenger safety seat.”

By Larry Etter
Press & Journal Staff

 The Dauphin County American 
Legion baseball teams were all op-
erating in catch-up mode the past 
week as each tried to pack in a lot 
of  games in a short period of  time. 

With the regular season-ending 
date approaching quickly, most 
teams were scrambling to resched-
ule games postponed because of  
rainouts. 

Middletown’s entry was no 
exception. 

 Post 594 did get a couple games 
in but, because of  its sub-.500 
record, the results were not what 
they had hoped for. 

“Playoffs look to be doubtful 
because we are now 3-7, but we are 
playing close, competitive games,” 
head coach Jason Wagner said fol-
lowing another pair of  losses last 
week. “Just can’t seem to get into 
the winning column. Our pitching 
has been good overall, but we need 

to get those bats rolling.” 

Hershey 11, Middletown 7
Hitting was not much of  a 

problem for Post 594 on Monday, 
June 24, as the team scored 7 runs 
against Hershey. 

It was just simply a matter of  
Hershey’s bats being a bit better. 

Hershey scored one run in the 
bottom of  the first inning to take 
the lead, but Post 594 collected 4 
runs in the top of  the second to 
jump out in front. 

In the top of  the fourth frame, 
Middletown scored 4 more runs to 

go up by an encouraging 7-4 edge. 
But Post 386 erupted for 6 runs 

in the home half  of  the fourth to 
take control. One more run for the 
home team in the bottom of  the 
sixth and a shutout in the top of  
the seventh locked down the win. 

The four-run fourth was keyed 
by RBI hits from Collin Heffner, 
P.J. Sidhu and Garrett Miller. 

Post 594 punched out 9 hits in 
the loss, led by Scott Ash and Tim 
Wagner with two hits each. 

Brady Keyser took the loss on 
the mound, going five innings with 
two strikeouts, but giving up 12 hits 
against the solid Hershey lineup. 

Kevin Gamber had the big stick 
for Post 386, going 4-for-4 at the 
plate. Colin Bergen earned the 
win in relief  of  starter Zach Knull. 

Lawnton 2, Middletown 1
On Tuesday, June 25, at home the 

Legion team could have used just a 
couple hits for a win but, instead, 
got locked up in a pitchers’ duel 

with visiting Lawnton. 
David Alcock was solid on the 

mound, going the distance with 
four strikeouts against just a 
single walk. But Lawnton made 
the most of  seven hits to plate a 
pair of  runs which proved to be 
enough for the victory. 

Post 594 got on the scoreboard 
in the bottom of  the first inning 
via an RBI single by Alcock. 
Unfortunately, that turned out to 
be the lone run the Middletown 
team would get against Lawnton 
ace Caden Hendrickson who, like 
Alcock, went the distance for the 
visitors. He gave up two hits and 
one run while striking out four. 

Avery Williams recorded the 
only other hit for Post 594. 

Lawnton picked up its only two 
runs in the top of  the third inning. 
The runs came on RBI singles by 
Julian Santana and Eli Kerns. 

Rafael Gonzalez and Anthony 
Damone had multiple hits for 
Lawnton. 

Post 594 Legion baseball 
team dealt 2 more losses

Victory in world finals 
provides them offers 
from three schools

The Elizabethtown Area High 
School duo of  Anthony Cicero 
IV and Dakota Snyder, both of  
Elizabethtown, caught three bass 
weighing in at 16 pounds, 6 ounces 
to win the 2019 TBF Student Angler 
Federation High School Fishing 
World Finals on Pickwick Lake 
in Florence, Alabama, on June 24. 

Edging their closest competi-
tors by 1 pound, 9 ounces, the 
Elizabethtown duo won their 
choice of  scholarship offers from 
Bethel University (Tennessee), 
Simpson University (California) 
or Kentucky Christian University.

Snyder said he plans on join-
ing the U.S. Marine Corps after 
his upcoming senior year, while 
Cicero says the victory will have a 
life-changing impact on his future.

“I might go to college now since 
we won,” Cicero said. “At first, I 
wasn’t sure if  I’d go, but I might 
go now.”

While many of their competitors 
opted for Pickwick’s traditional 
offshore ledge game, the winning 
anglers quickly determined that 
their best opportunities would be 
found shallower. Working in the 
Mulberry Creek area, upriver 
from Kroger Island, Cicero and 
Snyder focused on shallow grass 
with wood and caught fish from 8 
inches of  water to 5 feet. They had 
plenty of  area at their disposal, 
but ended up sealing the deal on 
a single piece of  cover.

“We were fishing this stump 

where we had caught a couple in 
practice, and we caught our three 
best fish there today and ended it 
all,” Cicero said.

Anchoring their limit was a 
7-pound, 7-ounce largemouth that 

earned Big Bass honors for the day.
Bladed jigs produced all of  the 

winners’ fish. They mixed up their 
presentations between a Z-Man 
ChatterBait Jack Hammer and a 
Phenix Vibrator Jig. Both wore 
green pumpkin Lake Fork Live 
Magic Shad trailers.

“In the morning, we would burn 
it right above the grass and later 
in the day we would slow roll it to 
get it down deeper in the grass,” 
Cicero said.

Complete results from the event 
can be found at highschoolfish-

ing.org.
The 2019 TBF/FLW High School 

Fishing World Finals on Pickwick 
Lake, open to any high school fish-
ing team across the country, was a 
four-day event that saw a field of  
389 teams compete. 

The World Finals field was cut 
to just 31 for day four and the 
weights were zeroed with the 
winner determined by heaviest 
final-day weight. 

It is the largest high school 
fishing open event in the country, 
according to organizers.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Elizabethtown High School’s Anthony Cicero IV and Dakota Snyder won the 2019 TBF Student Angler Federation 
High School Fishing World Finals on Pickwick Lake in Florence, Alabama, on June 24. 

“Just can’t seem to get 
into the winning column. 
Our pitching has been 
good overall, but we need 
to get those bats rolling.”

Coach Jason Wagner

ELIZABETHTOWN ANGLERS CATCH 
PAIR OF COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIPS

&PRESS
 JOURNAL

Local sports coverage focused 
on your hometown athletes.

“I might go to college now 
since we won. At first, I 
wasn’t sure if I’d go, but I 
might go now.”

Anthony Cicero IV

Boating safety a must for Fourth, state officials say

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Water Conservation Officer Mark Sweppenhiser of the 
Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Commission takes PennDOT 
spokeswoman Fritzi Schreffler and PennDOT Secretary 
Leslie S. Richards out onto the Susquehanna River during 
an event held June 25 at the City Island boat launch, 
urging safe and responsible celebrations. 

No Card 
Needed 
To Save!

Lowest 
Prices 

on Swiss 
Premium 

Milk
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KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE 7/2/17 - 7/8/19

Karns
experts!

BACKYARD BBQ

FRESH LEAN
CHOPPED CHUCK
MUST BUY 10 LBS
NO ADDITIVES

299
lb.

Ground
          �esh!

USDA WHOLE CHOICE BONELESS
NEW YORK STRIPS
12 LB AVG · CUSTOM CUT FREE

599
lb.

FRESH NO ANTIBIOTICS EVER
BONELESS SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREASTS
LIMIT 10 LBS+LIMIT 10 LBS+

199
lb.

FRESH WHOLE 8 LB BONELESS
PORK LOINS

179
lb.

26/30 CT EZ PEEL
EXTRA LARGE SHRIMP
2 LB BAGS $11.982 LB BAGS $11.98

599
lb.

PINT JERSEY FRESH
SWEET BLUEBERRIES

JUMBO ATHENA
CANTALOUPES

2 FOR 
$4 

2 FOR 
$5 

48 OZ
GREENE’S PREMIUM
ICE CREAM

199
ea.

16.5 OZ/6 PK

PEPSI MUST BUY 4+

188
ea.

6 OZ LA YOGURT

10 FOR 
$4 
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PLACE YOUR AD HERE! FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 717-944-4628 

Elwood’s
• PA Inspections • Brakes
• New & Used Tires • Exhaust • Struts 
• Oil Changes • Shocks • Batteries
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING
138 W. Main Street
Middletown

944-9255

IS YOUR STATE INSPECTION DUE?

Dailey’s Service 
Station
• State Inspections • Tune-ups 
• Oil Changes • Repairs
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING
Corner Main & Spruce Streets
Middletown

944-4407

Vastine’s Auto Service
General Repair Service on Domestic 
and Popular Foreign Cars
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING

231 Oak Hill Drive
Middletown

944-7154

The Hondru
Service Experience
Factory Warranty Center
The Best Service in Lancaster County

• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING

367-6644

Quick Lane 
Tire & Auto Center 
“Serving All Makes & Models 
Without An Appointment”
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING
Rte. 322 E. of Hershey at Maguire’s Ford

838-7700

Pennsylvania requires vehicle safety 
inspections for all passenger cars and 

light-duty trucks that need registration in the state.

CALL ANY ONE OF THESE LOCAL 
OFFICIAL PENNDOT INSPECTION STATIONS.

Even If Your Vehicle’s Inspection 
Is Not Due, It Pays To Have A 

Periodic Check At Least 
Every Six Months.

231 OAK HILL DRIVE • MIDDLETOWN • 944-7154

PA STATE INSPECTIONS
Lube • Oil & Filter Service

Open 
Weekdays 

8 am-5:30 pm 
Closed Sat.

•OIL CHANGES
•BRAKE REPAIRS
•EXHAUST REPAIRS
•COMPUTER DIAGNOSIS

ANSWERS  |  PUZZLES ON B4

Lower Dauphin Middle School recently announced its distin-
guished honor roll and honor roll for the fourth period. Distin-
guished Honor Roll requires all “A’s” or perfect marks. For the 
Honor Roll, a student must earn all “A’s” and “B’s.” 

Distinguished Honor Roll
Grade 8: Paige Adelman, Riana 

Agili-Shaban, Shannon Angerer, 
Abbigail Auringer, Cameron Barber, 
Kelly Bastian, Jacob Collins, Jaiden 
Dissinger, Lily Ditty, Katelyn Econo-
mopoulos, Kristen Economopoulos, 
Riley Fisher, Alysa Harbilas, Leyna 
Harner, Kyler Holland, Marielle Mc-
Gurrin, Isaac Mende, Audrey Meyers, 

Kaiden Redcay, Jolie Revenis, Bawan 
Rezhan, Julia Ruzzi, Brynn Shaffer, 
Makayla Shutt, Piper Taylor, Lauren 
Wahlers, Tobias Waters, Madelyn 
Weaver, and Alexandria Wells.

Grade 7: Amber Abela, Alyssa 
Amspacher, McKayley Anderson, 
Taylor Atkinson, Kyle Barber, Thom-
as Becker, Ainsley Black, Angela 
Bouch, Greta Bretz, Ella Clark, Caro-

lyn Clouser, Brady Coonelly, Brett 
DeBell, Jordan Dormer, Enzo Dreon, 
Caleb Eisenhour, Cadyn Eismann, 
Griffin Erney, Michael Estes, Nicole 
Estes, Grace Flickinger, Abigail Fo-
ran, Madeline Foreman, Nicolas Fry, 
Michael Fure, Emilia Garibay-Rome-
ro, Sarah Gourley, Connor Hanula, 
Kylie Houser, Silas Howard, Alexan-
der Jones, Haley Jones, Jaxon Jones, 
Vincent Jones, Ethan Kurtz, Victoria 
Kutz, Lillian Linnell, Quinn Mad-
den, Ava Masorti, Kathleen Mauger, 
Alek McGlaughlin, Luke Mease, 
Ty Millhimes, Munachiso Mmuo, 
John Molinaris, Anne Nelson, Emily 
O’Donnell, Peter Otto, Jainee Patel, 
Tyler Perales, Grace Peterson, Cas-
sidy Piegzik, Arminda Rhodes, Drake 
Risser, Mya Rost, Joseph Scharmer, 
Rees Schrode, Sarah Sells, Zachary 
Simpson, Gabrielle Snedeker, Ryder 
Stahl, Emma Thomas, Ian Vasil, Na-
thaniel Wappman, Marina Weidman, 
Ernest Woolever, Selin Yalcinanahtar, 
Abigail Zavoda, Megan Zerbe, and 
Laurel Zubler.

Grade 6: Gavin Atkinson, Ta-
vian Boone, Jordan Braman, Collin 
Brinser, Sam Buggy, Matilda Carver, 
Chloe Chang, Elizabeth Day, Giana 
DeCampos, Mason Dissinger, Ashley 
Economopoulos, Kylie Eismann, 
Aaron Espenshade, Faith Fausnight, 

Matthew Foerster, Kenneth Frost, 
Samantha Gallick, Owen Giampetro, 
Ella Giannascoli, Evy Gray, Christian 
Grow, Lauren Gula, Alena Henning, 
Cheyenne Henry, Addison Hess, 
Adalaide Hickey, Katelyn Horwitz, 
Virginia Huntzinger, Victoria Irwin, 
Laney Johns, Winter Kemble, Bren-
na Killian, Alexia Kouletsis, Dylan 
Kreiss, Grayson Kunkel, Ashlyn 
LaGray, Conner Lanman, Madison 
Lehr, Adam Little, Carter McQuiddy, 
Elias Miller, Addison Misiolek, Stella 
Mistelske, Danielle Murphy, Meghan 
O’Brien, Cassidy O’Donnell, Owen 
O’Hara, James Rogers, Maddox 
Rooney, Sumer Royer, Bethany Sna-
vely, Lauren Stine, Kellen Taggart, 
Brenna Tressler, Kate Wallace, Holly 
Wealand, Kate Weaver, Addison 
Whitmyer, Juliet Youngbluth, and 
Lillian Zabolotny.

 Honor Roll
Grade 8: Digby Althoff, Rudy 

Anthony, Raphael Bastos, Brooke 
Becker, Lauren Berstler, Regan 
Bixler, Ella Blazi, Hannah Bloomer, 
Asher Brown-Nystrom, Cheyann 
Calloway, Abigail Carter, Olivia Cart-
er, Liam Carver, Ethan Covell, Isaiah 
Edmonds, Mason English, Kelsey 
Epoca, Scott Felter, Yahir Feria-
Figueroa, Ella Fields, William Foley, 
Eric Fry, Rebeca Garcia Santiago, 
Joseph Goduto, Karma Gonsior, 
Devin Harris, Parker Hayes, Rylan 
Helmer, Valerie Hevner, Ean High, 
Alyssa Johnson, Ryan Jorich, Payton 
Killian, Faith Kingsbury, Ava Kulp, 
Carter Lammando, Kenzie Lauder-
milch, Bridget Lawn, Rylee Malseed, 
Antonio Mardegain, Nicole McClo-
skey, Hannah McConnell, Emerson 
McCulley, Mia McEvers, Cory Miduri, 
Katelyn Miller, Eliana Nieves, Caelyn 
Nikoloff, Ashlyn O'Sick, Sara Olwei-
ler, Megan Orris, Lekhana Pa, Andi 

Pagano, Ethan Parker, Mena Patel, 
Alexandra Raser, Bryce Rimmer, 
Logan Rosenberry, Katherine Ross, 
Thomas Royer, Caleb Runk, Andrew 
Seacord, Chase Smith, Lucas Span-
genberg, Morgan Sparks, Victoria 
Steinly, Cailin Stepanian, Carly 
Stephens, Emily Thomas, Miranda 
Ulrey, LeeAnna Watts, Aden Weigle, 
Eric West, and Allison Wilbert.

Grade 7: Liliana Albarano, Mason 
Barrick, Emily Baum, Skylar Baum-
gardner, Austin Bechtel, Braden 
Boyer, Heidi Bretz, Eric Brittain, Isa-
iah Bruce, Eliyah Bulgrien, Destiny 
Burgos, Logan Chiara, Brooke Coble, 
Abigail DeSantis, Benjamin Dotts, 
Ethan Duff, Evan Dupler, Jana Elsaid, 
Emily Fair, Ryan Fellin, Jordan Fink, 
Collin Fischer, Samuel Frank, Jacob 
Gesford, Aaron Gingrich, Benjamin 
Glass, Arun Gopinath, McKen-
zie Grady, Hunter Gundy, Megan 
Haines, Kaley Haldeman, Thomas 
Hanft, Trey Harper, Bryson Har-
ris, Connor Hassinger, Abdi Henry, 
Alexis Hill, Amber Hoffman, Kaitlyn 
Hoffman, Sabrina Iovine, Emma 
Kanzler, Ty Kephart, Nora King, 
Braylee Klinger, Clayton Koser, Isaac 
Landis, Sydney Laubach, Lorenzo 
Lentini, Camryn Long, Chloee Lynch, 
Jacob Mader, Megan Mayberry, 
Madison McGuigan, Lucas Millar, 
Kara Miller, Bailey More, Raymond 
Morris, Coventry Mussoline, Adrian 
Olweiler, Kaden Panaro, Grace 
Pankake, Logan Pedersen, Christian 
Perez, Tyler Persing, Alvin Pichardo, 
Avery Pollock, Claire Rafferty, Ria 
Reddy, Alivia Reed, Sara Reichelder-
fer, Annabell Riordan, Collin Ritchie, 
MaKayla Rivera, Natalie Rose, 
Connor Roth, Mason Runk, Oceana 
Sams, Joshua Sanchez-Ortiz, Liam 
Seitz, Tanmay Singh, Havannah 
Singletary, Alexis Snelbaker, Audrey 
Soriano, Meredith Stoe, Ellyse 

Stumpf, Spencer Sweigart, Anakyn 
Tingler, Alfred Turjan, Grace Turjan, 
Logan Vedder, Sienna Veith, Evan 
Wagner, Nikolai Wagner, Erica Walk, 
Grace Walsh, Ella Weaver, Emily 
Weaver, Bailey White, and Nathaniel 
Wolfe.

Grade 6: Evelyn Adams, Aryam 
Agili-Shaban, Haylee Arnold, Cam-
eron Bashore, Megan Bomgardner, 
Adriana Brooks, Zimri Brown-Nys-
trom, Carter Burton, Lucius Cabeza, 
Maxwell Cherny, Lillian Chort, Rylee 
Cochran, Ethan Coots, Brayden 
Crispino, Ellie DeHart, Anamilley 
Diaz, Emily Dormer, Christopher 
Earney, Emerson Ertter, Antonio 
Farole, Vera Fombu, Brandon Fritz, 
Jaime Gallick, Julia Goss, Alexander 
Hackett, Wesley Heagy, Noah Heath, 
Alexis Hengst, Brady Hofsass, 
Autumn Howarth, Olivia Jayne, Eva 
Jefferis, Ashley Jilek, Alexandra 
Jones, Lyla Kanode, Lauren King, 
Logan Kline, Suhas Kothuru, Alyssa 
Langan, Carter Leiberher, Henry 
Lewis, Daphne Linn, Jacob Lontz, 
Chiara Mardegain, Langan Masciulli, 
Aubrey McClure-Sherrick, Emma 
McConnell, Hunter Meyers, Landon 
Miller, Jaxon Monroig, Ewen Mur-
phy, Dante Neely, Julia Noss, Elle 
Osevala, Lauryn Parcon, Damya 
Patel, Reini Patel, Skylynn Phillippy, 
Anneliese Pich, Brayden Raynes, 
Noah Rodriguez, Rileigh Rose, Liam 
Samples, Lucia Schertzer, Olivia 
Schwenk, Kathy Segura-Hernandez, 
Baron Shertzer, Matthew Shriner, 
Ellyana Snyder, Georgia Speck, Na-
than Stuckey, Aubrey Subbio, Janae 
Swartz, Tori Tharp, Evan Thomas, 
Korryn Timler, Aaqilah Tolbert, Dylan 
Toth, Maura Tressler, Elizabeth Tyl-
walk, Apollo Vasile, Brayden Waiter, 
Layla Wallace, Jacob Walsh, Oliver 
Whitley, Madison Whritenour, and 
Beatrice Yingst.

Lower Dauphin Middle School releases honor rolls for the fourth quarter

Two Lower Dauphin High 
School seniors recently received 
monthly honors.

Morgan Cummings was named 
Young Woman of  the Month 
for May by the Hummelstown 
Women’s Club.

Morgan, the daughter of  Renee 
Cummings and TJ Cummings, is a 
three-year member of  the STEM 
Club and the National Honor 

Society, where she is secretary/
treasurer. She is a four-year 
member of  the lacrosse team and 
a three-year member of  the soc-
cer team. She participated in the 
Chick-fil-A Leadership Academy 
last year. She also serves as a men-
tor in Lower Dauphin’s outdoor 
education program.

In the community, she served as 
a Club Ophelia and Camp Ophelia 

mentor with 
Lower Dauphin 
Communities 
That Care. She 
participated in 
the Miss Hum-
melstown pag-
eant last year 
and volunteers 
with the Hum-
melstown Summer Recreation 

program. She 
also plays club 
soccer.

She  plans 
to attend Kent 
State Univer-
sity in Ohio and 
major in public 
relations with a 
minor in mar-

keting and visual communica-

tions.
Conrad Gaither was honored by 

the Rotary Club of  Hummelstown 
as Student of  the Month for May.

The son of  Mark and Kathryn 
Gaither, he is relatively new to the 
school. He portrayed “Pepper” in 
the spring musical “Mamma Mia!” 
He is a leader in the school’s BIG 
Club and the Ping Pong Club. He is 
involved in the MiniTHON, Men’s 

A Cappella and Ultimate Frisbee 
Club. At his previous school, he 
was active in ROTC and chorus.

In the community, he is active 
with his church and helps with 
Vacation Bible School. He also 
holds a private pilot license for 
Unmanned Aircraft Systems.

He plans to attend the Har-
vestNET School of  Supernatural 
Ministry in Lancaster County.

CummingsGaither

LD eighth-graders honored for outstanding academics
Thirteen Lower Dauphin Middle 

School students who completed 
their entire middle school career 
having earned distinguished 
honor roll every marking period 
were honored at the LD school 
board meeting May 20.

They are:
Shannon Angerer: The daughter 

of  Jeff and Michele Angerer, she 
participates in chorus, basketball, 
and Red Cross Club and was a 
member of  the orchestra for two 
years. She is active in dance and 
volleyball in the community and 
volunteers with her church.

Abby Auringer: The daughter of  
Lyndell and Derek Auringer, she 
participates in Student Council 
in school. In the community, she 
studies dance and volunteers at 
CATRA.

Cameron Barber: The daughter 
of  Heather and Erik Barber, she 
participates in cross country and 
last year in Red Cross Club. She is 
a pen pal with a senior citizen at 
Country Meadows.

Kelly Bastian: The daughter of  
Shannon and Tim Bastian, she 
participates in track and field and 
chorus. In the community, she 
is active in her church, singing 
in the choir and participating in 
youth group.

Jaiden Dissinger: The daughter 

of  Jay and Lisa Dissinger, she 
participates in orchestra, cho-
rus, Student Council, Believers 
in the Gospel and Club Ophelia. 
She takes private piano and viola 
lessons in the community and is 
active in her church’s youth group.

Katelyn Economopoulos: The 
daughter of  Karen and Steve 
Economopoulos, she participates 
in cross country, basketball and 
soccer as well as the Red Cross 
Club. In the community, she plays 
club soccer and is active with her 
church.

Kristen Economopoulos: The 
daughter of  Karen and Steve 
Economopoulos, she participates 
in cross country, basketball and 
soccer as well as the Red Cross 
Club and Student Council. In the 
community, she plays club soccer 
and club softball and is active in 
her church.

Riley Fisher: The daughter of  
Jeri and David Fisher, she is a 
dancer at One Broadway Dance 
Center in Hershey, taking classes 
in all 12 genres offered. She is also 
a member of  Star Company, One 
Broadway’s dance competition 
team. She is also involved in her 
church and leads a life group of  
kindergarten boys and girls.

Joseph Goduto: The son of  
Susan and Robert Goduto, he is 

active in chorus, orchestra, jazz 
band and Student Council. In the 
community, he plays tennis and 
studies karate. He also takes piano 
and viola lessons.

Audrey Meyers: The daughter 
of  Diana and Dean Meyers, she 
participates in chorus, orchestra, 
musical theatre and track and 
field. In the community, she has 
studied dance for 10 years at Har-
risburg Academy of  Dance and 
Susquehanna Dance Academy, 
where she is a teacher’s assistant.

Makayla Shutt: The daughter 
of  Barb and Brad Shutt, she 
participates in the orchestra. In 
the community, she is involved 
in scouting and volunteered with 
the Hummelstown Winter Fling.

Lauren Wahlers: The daugh-
ter of  Melissa Brutko and Peter 
Wahlers, she participates in band, 
basketball and musical theatre. In 
the community, she is involved 
in AAU basketball and club vol-
leyball.

Toby Waters: The son of  Pam 
and David Waters, he participates 
in cross country, basketball, 
soccer, and track and field. He 
represented the school twice at 
the state Geography Bee and also 
won the school’s spelling bee. In 
the community, he participates 
in volleyball.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

In the front row are Lower Dauphin eighth-grade students Kristen Economopoulos, Audrey Meyers, Makayla Shutt, 
Lauren Wahlers and Toby Waters. In the back row are Shannon Angerer, Abby Auringer, Cameron Barber, Kelly 
Bastian, Jaiden Dissinger and Katelyn Economopoulos. Not pictured are Riley Fisher and Joseph Goduto.

LDHS seniors Cummings, Gaither win monthly student recognition
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCH SERVICES

To list your church service here, call 717-944-4628 
or email info@pressandjournal.com for more information.

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown
717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF
Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

New Beginnings Church 
at the Riverside Chapel
630 South Union St., Middletown • 717-388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 717-944-4322
Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown
Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Sunday Worship - 10 am 
Sunday Church School  - 9 am - for all ages
Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   
Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown
PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Phone 717-944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street, Middletown • 717-944-5835
Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of  441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766 
Sunday Worship:
Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am
Christian Child Care - 717-985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown
717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 
Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Calvary church has been a part of  the 
Middletown Borough community since 1936. 
It has been our privilege to proclaim the 
good news of  Jesus Christ all these years and 
to do so knowing the good news has never 
changed in over 2000 years. We firmly hold to 
the Apostles’ Creed and the Westminster 
Confession of  Faith and its Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms as clearly teaching what 
Scripture teaches. If  we believe the Gospel of  

Christ, then by trusting in his death and resurrection for 
sinners we will be forgiven and saved from God’s wrath. Please 
join us each Sunday to hear the Gospel. Learn more at: www.
calvaryopc.com. 

Our worship services are at 
10:15 a.m. and 6 p.m. We are 
located at the corner of  Spruce 
and Emaus streets here in 
Middletown. We have a fellow-
ship meal following the 10:15 
a.m. morning worship service 
on the first Sunday of  every 

month, free to all who come. 
We also have Sunday school 
classes for all ages at 9 a.m. 
and a Bible Study and prayer 
meeting each Wednesday at 
7 p.m. We are studying the 
power of  prayer on Wednesday 
nights. 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Ebenezer United Methodist Church and Child-
care, 890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown invites 
everyone to join us for worship on Sunday 
mornings lead by Pastor Brad Gilbert.  Our 
services are relaxed and casual. We offer a 
traditional service at 8:45 a.m. and a contempo-
rary service with a band (electric guitars) at 10:45 
a.m. At 10 a.m., between services, there is a 
variety of  Christian Education classes for all 
ages. 

We have several things hap-
pening at Ebenezer and all are 
welcome. There is a prayer time, 
“Partners in Prayer” that meets 
the first Monday of  each month 
at 7 p.m. Through scripture, 
song, and meditation we experi-
ence the joy of  God’s presence. 

Have a favorite board game? 
“Game Night” is every third 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. We also offer 
a variety of  other groups includ-
ing Bible studies. 

Any questions please call us 
at 717-939-0766 or e-mail us at 
ebenezerumc890@outlook.com.

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Evangelical Church is located on the corner of  
Spruce and Water Streets at 157 E. Water St., 
Middletown, south of  Main St., behind the 
Turkey Hill convenience store. We invite you to 
attend our Sunday morning activities: Sunday 
school is at 9 a.m. and worship is at 10:15 a.m. 
When you walk in the door, you will see people of  
all ages and walks of  life, some dressed formally 
and others casually in jeans and sneakers. Come 
as you are.

Our greeters wear nametags, 
so they are easy to find and they 
will be happy to help you if  you 
need any assistance or have a 
question. We celebrate com-
munion the first Sunday of  each 
month. In the spirit of  Jesus 
Christ, and as a congregation in 
the United Methodist Church, 
we welcome all (baptized or un-
baptized) to partake of  the holy 
sacrament. We invite you to ex-
perience life at Evangelical UMC. 
Whether you are looking for a 
community, are lonely, searching 
for the meaning of  life, or want 
to know more about Jesus, our 
doors are open for you. Check 
our website to learn more about 
us: www.eumch.org.

This week’s worship assistants 
are as follows: Pastor – Lee Ellen-

berger; Organist – Don Cowsert; 
Special Music – Charlene Walters 
and Don Cowsert; Children’s 
Time – Lee Ellenberger; Audio 
Visual – Steve Moyer and Justin 
Hahn; Head Usher – Julie Kupp; 
Greeters – Ken and Sherry Klahr; 
Nursery Caregivers – Gloria 
Clouser and Joan Rudy.

This week’s schedule of  activi-
ties is as follows:

Wed., July 3: 6 p.m., Alcoholics 
Anonymous Group Book Study.

Thurs., July 4: Office closed.
Sun., July 7: 9 a.m., Sunday 

school for all ages; 10:15 a.m., 
Worship Service with Commu-
nion.

Tues., July 9: 2 p.m., Prayer 
Shawl Ministry; 6 p.m., God’s 
Kitchen at Wesley, meal provided 
by Highspire.

Geyers United Methodist Church 
God is Calling YOU! How is God working in 
your life? Where do you see Him in your 
everyday tasks? How is He helping to Open 
Minds, Open Hearts, and Open Doors? Geyers 
United Methodist Church invites you to 
worship with us each Sunday at 9 a.m., enjoy 
Coffee Fellowship at 10 a.m. and attend our 
10:30 a.m. Bible Study so that we can help you 
better understand the answers to these 
questions and many more. Our Vision State-

ment is Acknowledge Christ in all we do and share Him with 
others and we keep that at the forefront of  our minds in all the 
missions this church does. 

The church has had many 
new exciting additions in the 
past year! Geyers has complet-
ed expanding their building. 
The building project includes 
the addition of  a handicap-
accessible restroom on the top 
floor as well as an elevator to 
allow travel from the first floor 
to the basement floor without 
use of  the stairs. Please join us 
on any Sunday morning to see 
the changes.

Wesley, Geyers, Evangeli-
cal, Highspire, and New Thing 
churches team up to provide 
a free meal each Tuesday at 6 
p.m. at Wesley United Meth-
odist Church in Middletown. 
All are welcomed, so whether 

you need a good home-cooked 
meal, a night off from cooking, 
or a friend to talk to, come out 
and enjoy a meal with us.

For more information, please 
visit our website at geyersumc.
com and like our page Geyers 
United Methodist Church on 
Facebook to keep up with our 
current events. 

Geyers is located at 1605 
South Geyers Church 
Road, Middletown in Lon-
donderry Township. Pas-
tor Steve Atanasoff and the 
church office can be reached at 
717-944-6426 or geyerschurch@
verizon.net.

Thank you!

New Beginnings Church of Middletown
We are an independent body of  believers offering 
God’s invitation for a new beginning to all who 
seek it. We exist to meet the spiritual, emotional 
and physical needs of  all people through faith in 
Jesus Christ. We are a Safe Sanctuary congrega-
tion. New Beginnings Church invites you to 
worship with us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
Nursery and children’s church is provided. Our 
congregation meets at Riverside Chapel, 630 S. 
Union St., next to the Rescue Fire Company. 

Sunday School for all ages is at 9 a.m. We are handicap accessible 
via ramp at back door. For additional church information call 
717-388-1641. For security purposes our back and side doors will be 
locked every Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m. at the start of  worship. 
The only door for entry after that will be the front door.

The community is invited to 
our new contemporary service 
on Monday evenings at 7 p.m. 
entitled “New Beginnings Un-
chained Worship Fellowship.” 
Persons who have no church 
affiliation or are seeking to grow 
in their faith in their relationship 
with God are invited. We invite 
you to come and check out our 
new service.

Sundays: Children’s choir 
rehearsal Sundays at 10 a.m.; 
Youth Fellowship meets Sunday 
evening from 5 to 7 p.m. 

Mondays: Men meet every 
Monday morning for prayer 
at 6 a.m. Community men are 
welcome; Sociable Seniors group 
meets the 1st and 3rd Mondays 
from 1 to 3 p.m. All are welcome.

Wednesdays: Craft Group 
meets at 1 p.m. the 1st Wednesday 
of  the month; Choir practice at 
6:30 p.m.

Thursdays: Blanket makers 
meet the 1st and 2nd Thursdays 
of  the month at 9 a.m.; Interces-
sory Prayer meets at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by Bible Study at 7 p.m.

Saturdays: We clean the 
Middletown Food Bank the 3rd 
Saturday every other month. The 
community is invited to partici-
pate in these important areas of  

our church life.
Greeter for June: Dick Wag-

ner. Children’s church leaders 
for Sun., July 7: Julie Myers and 
Jackie Rainal. July ushers: Beth 
and Gary Hinkle, Pat and Harvey 
Givler.

Our prayer garden in the rear 
of  the yard has an 8-foot cross 
that is made out of  nails. It is 
illuminated every night from 8 
p.m. to midnight. From spring to 
winter benches are provided to 
use to meditate or just enjoy the 
beauty and quietness along the 
Swatara Creek.

Pastor Britt writes a daily 
devotional on the Facebook page 
“Pastor Britt Strohecker.” 

Our Sunday worship service 
is broadcast on the MAHS radio 
station, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. 
every Sunday afternoon. Listen 
on the radio or the Internet at 
www.pennlive.com/wmss/audio. 
Check us out on our website at 
www.newbeginningschurchmid-
dletownpa.com.

Pastor Britt’s parting words 
each Sunday: “Nothing in this 
world is more important than the 
love of  Jesus Christ!” We invite 
you to come and experience this 
love. 

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
The Presbyterian Congregation is located at 290 
N. Union St. in downtown Middletown. We are a 
body of  Christian people who reach out to others 
by sharing God’s Word, love, and fellowship. 
Warm greetings to one and all as we seek to grow 
closer to our Lord Jesus Christ. Please join us on 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. as Pastor Christian Neu-
baum leads us in worship. Our sanctuary is 
air-conditioned and handicapped accessible, and 
there are also hearing devices for anyone want-

ing to use one. Nursery is available during the service, as well as 
Bible Listening bags for children to utilize during the service. Do 
join us!

Our electronic newsletter can 
be accessed anytime at www.pc-
mdt.org...click on “resources”…
click on “newsletter.” (These 
are PDF files should open with 
Adobe Acrobat). For further in-

formation, see our website www.
pcmdt.org, visit our Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/Pres-
byterianCongregation), or call 
the office.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring & Union 
Streets (121 N. Spring St), Middletown. We are 
a Reconciling In Christ Church. Visit our 
website at www.stpetersmiddletown.org. 
Please join us for worship. Luther Hall 
Sunday, Adult Sunday church school at 9 a.m. 
Our worship times are: Sunday morning 
worship at 10 a.m. Sunday Church school for 
all ages begins at 9 a.m.; Wednesday morning 
at 10 a.m., Good Shepherd Chapel; Saturday 

evening at 5 p.m., Good Shepherd Chapel. For Wednesday and 
Saturday services please enter the church through the parking 
lot doors. Our Sunday worship service is broadcast on WMSS 
91.1FM at 11 a.m.

Free Summer Lunch For 
Kids and Teens – We will host 
the Middletown Area School 
District Free Summer Lunch 
Program for all children 18 
years and younger through 
August 9 from 11:15 a.m. to 
12:45 p.m. No registration or 
sign up is required. Kids just 
need to show up for lunch, 
rain or shine. Please share this 
information with your family, 
friends and neighbors. Other 
locations include:  Middletown 
Area High School Cafeteria 
through August 2 from 11:00 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and Fink 
Elementary School, War Me-
morial Field concession stand 
through August 9 from 11:00 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Free Little Library: St. 
Peter’s has a Free Little Li-
brary located at the entrance 
door by the parking lot. This 
Free Little Library belongs to 
everyone. Anyone may use it. 
The books are always free. It is 
not necessary to give a book to 
take a book. Come take a look, 
read a book!

Food Pantry News: Especial-
ly needed are personal care/
toiletry items: toilet tissue, 
deodorants, toothbrushes, 
toothpaste, shampoos, condi-
tioners, cotton swabs, tissues, 
soap, paper towels, etc. Items 
collected are taken to the Mid-
dletown Area Interfaith Food 
Pantry located at 201 Wyoming 
Street, Royalton. Individuals 
may also take items directly to 
the food pantry, which is open 
Tuesdays and Fridays, from 10 
a.m. to 12:30 pm. The Commu-
nity Action Commission office 
is open Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday, from 9 
a.m. to 5 p.m., at the same loca-
tion. Food Pantry Sunday is 
July 7 (the first Sunday of  each 
month).

Check us out on Facebook - 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
Middletown, PA. Go ahead 
“like” our Facebook page. 
Remember, if  you “Like” and 
“Follow” us on Facebook when 
there are new “posts” you will 
be notified. Thanks.

Police: Driver 
was more than 
five times too 
drunk to drive

A New Cumberland woman 
had a blood-alcohol content 
of  0.444 percent and amphet-
amines in her system following 
a traffic stop by Pennsylvania 
State Police at 9:33 p.m. May 12, 
according to the affidavit filed 
with District Judge Michael J. 
Smith.

The legal blood-alcohol con-
tent level to drive is 0.08.

Megan Renee McNamara, 33, 
was stopped in Lane 5 of  the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike Har-
risburg East interchange. 

In the affidavit, the trooper 
said he smelled alcohol com-
ing from her, her speech was 
“extremely slurred” and she 
was lethargic. 

The trooper said McNamara 
believed she was in the west-
bound interchange. She report-
edly told police she drank three 
beverages earlier. The trooper 
said she needed help maintain-
ing her balance when walking. 

She was transported to the 
hospital, and she agreed to a 
blood test. 

The affidavit reported that 
the results indicated her 
blood-alcohol content was 
0.444 percent, and there was 
76 nanograms per milliliter of  
amphetamine in her system. 

McNamara was charged with 
five counts of  DUI and driving 
an unregistered vehicle. Her 
preliminary hearing is sched-
uled for August 5. 

Suspected heroin overdose
Township police responded 

to a suspected heroin overdose 
at a residence in the 100 block 
of  Eby Lane at 10:17 p.m. June 
22. 

Police said when they ar-
rived, the 35-year-old township 
woman was conscious. A fam-
ily member had administered 
Narcan, police said. 

Police reported that they 
don’t believe she was trans-
ported to hospital.

Car rear-ended
A township resident was 

rear-ended while driving on 
North Union Street near the 
Route 283 eastbound on ramp. 

The accident was reported at 

11:14 a.m. June 25. Police said 
the striking driver did not stop. 
The resident was not injured. 

Police said they later located 
the suspected driver. Charges 
are pending.

DUI charges for Harrisburg man 
A Harrisburg man has been 

charged with DUI following a 
traffic stop on Second Street.

A Pennsylvania State Police 
trooper was on patrol on Route 
283 at 1:35 a.m. June 7 when 
he saw Jimmy Thomas Mathis 
Jr., 45, weaving in the lane, 
according to the affidavit filed 
with District Judge Michael J. 
Smith. The trooper pulled him 
over at Royal Mart on Second 
Street. 

Mathis reportedly told 
police he had drank a beer and 
another drink, and a portable 
breath test indicated the pres-
ence of  alcohol. He was taken 
into custody and refused to 
give a sample of  his blood. 

Mathis is also charged with 
failing to stop at a red signal, 
disregarding the traffic lane, 
turning without giving an ap-
propriate signal and careless 
driving. 

His preliminary hearing is 
Aug. 14.

Hit-and-run at Holiday Inn
A Bozeman, Montana, 

resident reported that some-
one struck the rear passenger 
side of  his truck while it was 
parked at the Holiday Inn on 
South Eisenhower Boulevard.

The incident was reported 
at 8:30 p.m. June 25, but the 
truck might have been struck 
between 8:30 p.m. June 24 and 6 
a.m. June 25. 

The accident is under investi-
gation. 

Newspapers stolen
A newspaper delivery person 

reported the theft of  newspa-
pers from two addresses on 
Woodridge Drive. 

The theft was reported at 4 
a.m. June 23. Police said the 
newspaper carrier delivered 
the papers, but they weren’t 
there when the residents went 
to get them. 

LOWER SWATARA POLICE ROUNDUP
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ARIES March 21-April 20
You have a few questions but 
not too many answers. Seek 
the help of others as you try 
to answer your questions and 
be sure to thank them for their 
cooperation.
TAURUS April 21-May 21
A friend has something to 
confide, so make sure you are 
ready to hear what this person 
has to say. It is alright to be a 
little apprehensive.
GEMINI May 22-June 21
Try to focus your thoughts 
on positive things; otherwise, 
negativity can be overwhelm-
ing. If need be, make a grati-
tude journal that can help you 

express your feelings. 
CANCER June 22-July 22
If work has been taking up too 
much of your time, you may 
need to schedule a few days 
off and focus on recharging 
yourself. Enjoy some well-
earned rest and relaxation.  
LEO July 23-Aug. 23
You may need to get a few 
people on your team in order 
to come out ahead. It always 
helps to have some extra 
support in your corner and a 
cheering squad.
VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22
You may soon realize that you 
are pouring a lot of energy into 
something that does not feel 

rewarding. Take some time to 
reconsider the path you’re on.
LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23
Someone close to you ap-
preciates all the support you 
have been offering, even if he 
or she isn’t able to say it often 
enough. Keep on being the 
best version of you.
SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22
If it seems like you can’t turn 
off your brain, you are not 
alone. Others may feel over-
stimulated, and you can seek 
them out for some advice. 
SAGITTARIUS Nov. 23-Dec. 21
Tackling too many projects at 
the same time is a recipe for 
burnout. This week you have to 

slow the pace down a bit or call 
in some reinforcements.
CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
A new chapter in your life could 
be unfolding soon. Don’t be 
surprised when certain oppor-
tunities come your way in the 
next few days.
AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18
Someone close to you may be 
going through a difficult situa-
tion. Be as supportive as pos-
sible over the next few days.
PISCES Feb. 19-March 20
Explore several creative pos-
sibilities to figure out what 
path may appeal to you. Once 
you zero in on an activity, make 
it yours.

ACROSS
 1. Bridge building 

degree
 4. Catches
 9. A heavy type of 

music
14. Original “Twilight 

Zone” host Serling
15. Rodent species
16. Finnish lake
17. Street (abbr.)
18. Home of the US 

Naval Academy
20. It held a conven-

tion once
22. Makes a loud, 

ringing sound
23. Cave
24. Lessening of 

something
28. MJ’s nickname 

“__ Jordan”
29. One’s way of do-

ing things
30. Wings
31. Quotes as evi-

dence for
33. Acts glumly
37. A man’s title
38. It comes first

39. Edible mollusk
41. Resembles a 

pouch
42. He/she checks 

your health
43. Nobel Prize-win-

ning biochemist
44. Stop momentarily
46. Formerly (ar-

chaic)
49. Commercial
50. White vestment 

worn by clergy
51. Island people of 

the Mediterranean
55. Prices
58. On a line at right 

angles to a ship’s 
length

59. Where boats are 
parked

60. One who values 
reason

64. It might be on 
your driveway

65. Small Iranian 
village

66. Used to empha-
size

67. Mathematical 
term (abbr.)

68. Long necked 
birds

69. Eyeglasses
70. When you hope to 

get there

DOWN
 1. Portuguese district
 2. An assembly of 

witches
 3. Having few teeth
 4. The act of going 

across
 5. Nepalese dynasty
 6. “Bye Bye Birdie” 

actress __-Mar-
garet

 7. What the princess 
found beneath her 
mattress

 8. Pennsylvania tran-
sit organization

 9. Winnie the Pooh 
creator

10. Riddle
11. Grads wear one
12. Body part
13. The top of a pot
19. A type of meal
21. Lake __, one of the 

Great

24. Capital of Jordan
25. A type of logic
26. Khoikhoi peoples
27. A fixed time of 

prayer in Christian 
liturgies

31. Arrives
32. Lemur
34. Small bodies of 

still water
35. __ route
36. Breaks apart
40. A type of line
41. Caption that 

translates
45. Winged
47. Criticize severely
48. Leg bones
52. Monetary unit
53. 007’s creator
54. Accumulate
56. Establish by law 

or with authority
57. Breed of goat
59. Millisecond
60. Mock
61. Make older
62. Some don’t want 

to be given any
63. Wrath
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Summertime  
word search

Barbecue
Beach
Bikini
Boardwalk
Boat
Coast

Dive
Fair
Fireworks
Frolic
Paddleboard
Sandy
Scuba
Seaside
Snorkel

Sunlight
Sunscreen
Swimming
Swimsuit
Travel
Umbrella
Vacation
Warmth
Waves
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PUZZLES AND HOROSCOPE
SUDOKU  

Guess Who? answer: Sylvester Stallone

Puzzles are a 9-by-9 
grid, broken down into 
nine 3-by-3 boxes. 
Nos. 1 through 9 must 
fill each row, column 
and box. Each number 
can appear only once 
in each row, column 
and box. Figure out the 
order by using the nu-
meric clues provided. 
The more you name, 
the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle.

GUESS WHO? (answer below Word Search)

I am an actor, screenwriter and director born in New 
York on July 6, 1946. I spent the early part of my act-
ing career on the brink of homelessness. However, 
that all changed when I shot to fame in 1976 playing 
an Italian boxer from the streets.

The Middletown School Board 
met in regular session Monday 
evening, in the high school build-
ing, with Messrs, J.F. Good, Mau-
rice Stauffer, R. E. Seltzer, William 
Winegardner, G.W. Achenbach 
and J. W. Colquhoun present. 

The building and grounds com-
mittee reported repairs to the 
grammar school building and the 
Wood Street building. 

Additional repairs are being 
planned for the other school 
buildings. 

It was moved by William Win-
egardner and seconded by J.W. 
Colquhoun that the belfry on the 
Wood Street building be repaired. 

It was moved by William Win-
egardner and seconded by G. 
W. Achenbach that commercial 
arithmetic be taught in the com-
mercial course in the high school 
instead of  first-year algebra, but 
that Algebra 1 be continued in 
the academic and general course 
and for all those planning to go 
to college. 

Due to the crowded conditions 

in the high school this year, it was 
moved by G.W. Achenbach and 
seconded by J.W. Colquhoun that 
the school day in the high school be 
lengthened to 4 p.m., making eight 
class periods instead of  seven. 

Miss Mary Wealand reported 
that she had completed the at-
tendance for the coming school 
year, and the following report was 
submitted to the board: 

6 to 8 years
1st Ward, 67 males, 76 females, 

143 total
2nd Ward, 50 males, 62 females, 

112 total
3rd Ward, 47 males, 46 females, 

93 total

8 to 14 years
1st Ward, 144 males, 150 females, 

294 total
2nd Ward, 125 males, 124 fe-

males, 249 total
3rd Ward, 77 males, 105 females, 

182 total

14 to 16 years

1st Ward, 46 males, 39 females, 
85 total

2nd Ward, 50 males, 43 females, 
93 total

3rd Ward, 30 males, 38 females, 
68 total

The superintendent reported 
that the school enrollment to date 
is as follows: Total enrollment 
in the grades, 1,907. In the high 
school, 433 students have filed 
enrollment blanks. This does not 
include the new students from the 
rural district. 

Dr. Rife Gingrich has accepted 
the appointment of  medical in-
spector for the year 1934-35. 

The treasurer reported bal-
ance of  June 1, $828.66; received 
in June, $1,195.98, making a total 
of  $2,024.64. Paid out in June was 
$1,374.24; balance, $650.40. 

The following bills approved 
by the finance committee were 
ordered paid: 

Bell Telephone Co., rental. $7.35
Sara M. Etter, recording deed, 

$4.25 

Harrisburg Gas Co., gas, $6.04 
Clarence E. Myers, hauling, $1 
Commonwealth of  Pennsylva-

nia, tax on bonds, $41.80 
Miller Brothers, roofing sup-

plies, $59.44
R.P. Raymond, hardware, $15.25
A.B. Crick, lumber, $26.76 
J.C. Tritch, com., 2 percent on 

return tax, $68.64
J.C. Tritch, com., 5 percent on 

1933 taxes, $180.08 
J.C. Tritch, printing and post-

age, $84.43
J.C. Tritch, for taxes worked out 

for school board, $29.40
Borough of  Middletown, cur-

rent, $7.65 
Mrs. C.E. Bowers, affidavits, 

$2.50 
Carl Anderson, hauling, $4.25 
Middletown and Royalton Water 

Co., water, $37.91
Middletown Journal, statio-

nery, $4
F.P. Stauffer, supplies, 60 cents
Rodney R. Waltermyer, map and 

tracings, $13.20 
The total was $594.55.

News from the Saturday, July 7, 1934 edition of  the Middletown Journal

Hot buys
• Typewriters, two models 

of  the famous Remington, 
Model No. 5, $45, and Reming-
ton Jr., $33.50. On display at 
the Journal office.

• Fink’s Beer and Ale, Har-
risburg, established 1861. 
Sometime to crow about! Em-
pire Distributing Co., Walnut 
and River avenues, Steelton, 
distributor. 

• 20 percent off all men’s 
and boy’s suits. All linen 
suits, $10.80. All $30 suits, July 
sale price of  $25. Doutrichs, 
“Always Reliable.” Union and 
Emaus streets, Middletown.

• P.G. Deiner, 408 Market St., 
Harrisburg, pays you 5 per-
cent in cash every six months 
of  purchase for the price of  
diamonds.

Beard family involved in collision near Jednota
While en route homeward, Mr. 

and Mrs. Paul Beard and children, 
of  No. 62 Wilson St., town, met with 
an accident, on the state highway, 
between the Odd Fellows Home 
and Jednota, on Fourth of  July 
evening, about 7:45 o’clock. 

It is said, that while Mr. Beard 
was driving eastward, a car in 
the rear, with a California license 
plate, tried to pass him, and in con-

trolling his car, Mr. Beard had to 
slow down a bit and another car 
following him collided with his car. 

The impact was so great that 
Carl Beard, aged 7 years, was 
thrown forward and struck his 
head on the windshield, causing 
a blood tumor. Passing motorists 
picked up the boy and brought him 
to a local physician for treatment. 

With Mr. and Mrs. Beard was 

another son, Paul Jr., and also the 
family dog. No one was injured, 
except that Mrs. Beard is suffering 
from shock.  

The occupants of  the car in the 
rear escaped injuries. 

Beard’s car had the running 
board broken off, and the car, 
bearing the California license, had 
a wheel broken off, but the driver 
would not give his name. 

Expect over 433 to enter high school

Editor’s note: This cartoon appeared on the front page of the July 7 
edition. There were few photos in newspapers during this era, and such 
front-page cartoons were common.

Few accidents happened 
here on Fourth of July 

Irrespective of  existing bor-
ough ordinances prohibiting the 
sale and explosion of  fireworks, 
in town and Royalton, it appears 
that there were some violations 
on the Fourth of  July. 

Each borough employs a high 
constable and in view of  the 
fact that explosion of  fireworks 
during the day and up to late in 
the evening could be heard, ac-
cording to reports there were no 
arrests made. 

The following accidents in this 
vicinity have been reported to 
authorities: 

Ray Bailey, 11 years, son of  Mr. 
and Mrs. Benjamin Bailey, who 
resides at the home of  his grand-
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Harry 
Tillberry, in Upper Royalton, 
while exploding torpedoes, on 
the Fourth of  July, one went off 

and hit him in the left eye, badly 
burning it. 

The boy was brought to town 
and treated by a local physician. 
His condition is considered seri-
ous. 

Andrew Johnson, who resides 
at the Farmer’s Hotel, while 
en route to Gettysburg, on the 
Fourth of  July, met with an ac-
cident when he stopped on the 
highway about 12 miles west of  
Harrisburg. 

When Johnson stepped from 
the automobile, some unknown 
person there threw a firecracker 
which exploded and part of  the 
missile struck his nose and left 
eye, badly burning it. He was 
brought to town and examined 
by a physician. 

His condition is also reported 
serious.

Purchases a trumpet
Harold Groff, of  High Street, 

has purchased a trumpet from 
the J.H. Troup Music House in 
Harrisburg. Groff will study 
under C. Eugene Erb, and will 
play with the Musical Kings 
orchestra of  town.

Backed on child’s foot
While backing an automobile 

from a garage on West Wilson 
Street, Fourth of  July, Frank Ma-
tala accidentally ran a rear wheel 
over the right foot of  his daughter, 
Helen, 2. A physician was sum-
moned and treatment was given.

Injured on state highway
Lloyd Peiffer, 20, of  Royalton, 

employed on the state highway 
and while working at the Fal-
mouth Bridge Wednesday, was 
struck in the face by an end of  a 
plank. He was brought to town 
and treated by a physician.
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Pennsylvania 
union laws 
behind times

Last year, the Supreme Court ruled 
that public sector employees like me, 
who are not union members, don’t 
have to pay union fees as a condition of  
employment. 

For decades, teacher contracts have 
included union fee provisions that force 
even nonmember employees to fund 
a union or lose our jobs — regardless 
of  whether we agree with the union’s 
positions. 

Because of  the Supreme Court’s 2018 
ruling in Janus v. AFSCME Council 31, 
those union fee provisions are uncon-
stitutional.

The ruling was of  particular interest 
to me, because in 2017, I, too, filed a law-
suit seeking relief  from this unconstitu-
tional practice. During my 20 years as a 
public-school teacher, I was compelled 
to send a portion of  each paycheck to 
the teachers’ union, even though I did 
not agree with how the union leaders 
represented me during various negotia-
tions. Instead, they blatantly ignored 
my opinions and worked to maintain 
their own power.

While I was able to resign my union 
membership, I was still required to pay 
a union fee for representation — rep-
resentation I did not ask for, want or 
need. In my lawsuit, I joined with three 
Pennsylvania teachers to challenge 
these forced fees in a court of  law.

As my case waited in a lower court, 
the Supreme Court’s decision in Janus 
answered the question we were asking: 
Can teachers — or any public sector 
employee — be compelled to fund union 
activities, many of  which are political 
in nature? The answer was simple: No! 
Doing so violates employees’ guaran-
teed rights to free speech and associa-
tion.

Despite the court’s ruling, many of  
my colleagues remain unaware of  their 
freedom to choose. Most haven’t heard 
of  the Janus ruling, and union leaders 
aren’t telling them about it. The Janus 
ruling empowered workers, so many 
union leaders are keeping their lips 
sealed tight regarding the decision. 
As a result, many teachers continue 
to fund union activities they disagree 
with, unaware they have a choice.

To make matters even more con-
fusing, Pennsylvania state law still 
authorizes fair share fees for public 
sector employee contracts. While Janus 
should apply to Pennsylvania law — 
many union officials have publicly con-
ceded as much — the Supreme Court’s 
decision did not specifically analyze 
Pennsylvania law.

That means any teacher trying to 
understand their rights would soon en-
counter a valid state law and, in many 
cases, a contract with their employer 
requiring that nonmembers pay fees. In 
fact, the Pennsylvania State Education 
Association and some of  their locals 
are continuing to include fair-share 
provisions for nonunion members in 
some of  its new contracts right now—
after Janus. As absurd as it sounds, 
they are completely ignoring the 
Supreme Court’s ruling and are know-
ingly negotiating for unconstitutional 
provisions in employment contracts.

This is why my own case, Hartnett 
v. PSEA is still relevant. That is why 
we are now appealing to the U.S. Third 
Circuit Court of  Appeals.

My case is about bringing the Janus 
ruling to Pennsylvania and affirming 
public sector employees’ rights at the 
state level. Specifically, we are asking 
the courts to declare state fair share 
laws unconstitutional and block teach-
ers’ unions from including it in future 
contracts. While one court has ruled 
that this is unnecessary in light of  
the Janus decision, the facts, as noted 
above, prove that it is. And a recent 
court ruling in California indicates 
there are legal grounds for my contin-
ued appeal.

I take great pride in my work as a 
teacher to thousands of  Pennsylvania 
students. It’s an honor to have the 
confidence of  both the parents and 
administrators in Indiana County’s 
Homer-Center School District. We 
recently marked a full year since the 
Janus decision and in Pennsylvania 
we are still fighting for recognition of  
our rights. It’s time for Pennsylvania to 
catch up.

Greg Hartnett is a teacher in Indiana 
County’s Homer-Center School District 
and is a plaintiff in Hartnett v. PSEA.

EDITORIALVIEWS

Just because it’s different doesn’t 
mean ‘raised house’ is a bad thing

The “raised house” at the cor-
ner of  Adelia and Maple streets in 
Middletown is back in construction 
mode.

We are not surprised. The 
reasons the borough issued a 
stop-work order for a few weeks 
had more to do with paperwork 
problems than an issue with the 
construction itself  — or the com-
plaints that a number of  neighbors 
raised about it.

This isn’t your everyday hous-
ing construction. It’s a modular 
home sitting 15 to 20 feet above the 
ground with what is, at this point, 
exposed concrete blocks on the 
bottom.

That, really is the issue. People 
don’t like things that are different. 
It’s an axiom as old as time. 

If  this modular home were sit-
ting at ground level, would anyone 
have complained? If  what is being 
constructed were a traditional two-
story house, would neighbors have 
complained that it would allow the 
homeowners to look straight down 
on their yards? Probably not.

We consider it a clever way to 
prevent flooding from seriously af-
fecting a home built in a floodplain. 
It would take quite a flood to reach 
the upper floor. 

Technically, this property is not 
part of  a floodplain, although the 
area around it is. Previous own-
ers of  the property some years ago 
added fill to the lot that elevated 

the ground level out of  the flood-
plain. The owners submitted a 
“letter of  map amendment” to 
the Federal Emergency Manage-
ment Agency, and received FEMA 
approval, Borough Manager Ken 
Klinepeter told us in an email.

We honestly can’t say at this 

point it’s the most attractive home 
we’ve ever seen, but we also are 
keeping in mind that it is not fin-
ished.

The owner, Charles L. Meinsler 
II of  Palmyra, hasn’t spoken to 
us directly, but he is active on the 
posts on the Press & Journal Face-
book page.

Meinsler posted on Facebook 
that he intends to place a 10-by-20-
foot deck on the front of  the house, 
and “mountain stone” all around 
the concrete walls. “And land-
scaped of  course,” he added.

Will it make it look like the Taj 
Mahal? No. But it will look differ-
ent and, most likely, “better” to 
those who live around it. Although 
our suspicion is that they will con-
sider it lipstick on a pig.

Many neighbors don’t like it 
because it’s out of  character with 
the homes around it. They voiced 
those concerns at a May 28 council 
meeting.

In other words, they don’t find it 
aesthetically pleasing.

They have concerns about how 
their property values will be af-
fected, although we are not sure 
how big of  an issue that really is. 

On our Facebook page, Middle-
town Borough Council member Ian 
Reddinger stated: “I live next-door 
my property appraised at $200,000. 
You do the math what do you think 
that does to my property values? 
Doesn’t take a genius to figure that 

one out.” He said he would not 
have purchased his current home 
if  the “raised house” had been in 
place when he was looking.

We have no problem with neigh-
bors voicing concerns about the 
looks of  this new structure. But 
they are going to have to live with 
it, or move. 

If  you buy a house with empty 
lots around it, there is the potential 
of  something being built you don’t 
like. 

Meinsler, who is outspoken on 
our Facebook page, did lay out a 
challenge to neighbors who don’t 
like his structure.

“If  anyone wants to buy me 
out and knock it down, I’m in at 
just over 150k so far. If  I wanted a 
1970s Brady Bunch looking house, 
that’s what I would have built. It’s a 
simple single-family dwelling over 
a garage.”

Being different doesn’t make 
it bad or wrong, and it certainly 
doesn’t mean it violates any ordi-
nances. 

To the contrary, according to 
borough officials, there isn’t a 
thing that can be done about it. 
Such a structure would be allowed 
anywhere in Middletown. A Penn-
sylvania Supreme Court ruling, 
Klinepeter told us, makes it so.

Let’s see what the house looks 
like when it’s finished. How big of  
an impact will it really have on that 
neighborhood? Time will tell.

What I learned from election reform: It’s difficult, painful

Long before I became chairman of  
the Senate State Government Commit-
tee, I worked to reform election laws. 
It’s one of  the reasons I wanted to 
chair the committee.

First adopted in 1937, there have not 
been many substantial changes to the 
Pennsylvania Election Code over the 
years. I now better understand why.

Many advocates say they want 
changes. They love press conferences 
and rallies — yelling and chanting are 
especially popular. But, when it’s time 
to actually vote on bills, they’re too 
often hard to find. I guess it’s easier to 
criticize — especially after legislation 
begins to move.

Then, there’s the media. They, too, 
belittle elected officials, claiming vari-
ous changes won’t be voted on for one 
(negative) reason or another. When 
bills move, they are also hard to find.

The Senate State Government 

Committee held hours of  hearings on 
voting machines and election reforms 
— little or no media coverage. Mean-
while, there were a host of  stories 
on issues where there was no action 
— i.e., minimum wage. While I don’t 
subscribe to so-called “fake news,” I 
do believe there’s a difference between 
reporting the news and trying to make 
news.

Most discouraging in trying to 
advance meaningful reforms are dif-
ferences between committee and floor 
votes. I try to ensure every bill referred 
to the State Government Committee is 
given due consideration. Time doesn’t 
always allow for all of  them to be 
deliberated. It takes considerable effort 
to ensure proper public vetting: getting 
people to testify, listening carefully to 
all sides, and drafting amendments in 
an effort to reach consensus.

Senate State Government Commit-
tee hearings tend to be long. We want 
to give those appearing before the 
committee ample time to be heard. We 
want committee members to ask as 
many questions as they would like. We 
encourage and review written testi-
mony from any interested party.

By the time we schedule a bill for a 
vote, everyone’s questions should have 
been asked and they should have got-
ten some kind of  answer. Even when 
there isn’t broad agreement, we con-
tinue to work to find common ground 
on issues.

I’m proud to say we’ve often reached 
consensus on a host of  issues. Despite 
our many successes, election reforms 
remain an elusive goal. While bills 
are reported out of  committee — of-
ten unanimously — we’re now seeing 
bipartisan “yes” votes turning into 
partisan “no” votes.

Two examples demonstrate this 
disappointment. The first are reforms 
to Pennsylvania’s redistricting process. 
When voted out of  committee last ses-
sion, our plan was hailed as major re-
form among both committee members 
and many interest groups. However, 
when time ran out and the plan had to 
be reintroduced this year, the praise 
turned into criticism — even derision.

The bill that was reintroduced used 
the same language as the bill that 
was previously praised. It was bipar-
tisan and we thought it would lead 
to continued discussions to reform 

Pennsylvania’s redistricting process. 
Unfortunately, it didn’t. A previously 
unanimous bill has been slowed by 
partisan divide and it has languished 
on the Senate calendar.

Similarly, legislation to eliminate 
straight-party voting has met a simi-
lar fate. Unanimously reported from 
committee, our media friends first 
ignored, focusing on open primaries. 
Then, their focus quickly changed as 
big political names from Washington, 
D.C., started making calls in opposi-
tion. A proposal with not one negative 
vote from committee and introduced 
by a Democratic colleague magically 
became a Republican electoral threat.

I remain committed to meaningful 
reform — real reform, not blue reform 
or red reform, purple reform. How-
ever, I now better understand why no 
one previously has tried to advance 
election reforms. It’s difficult and it’s 
painful.

Mike Folmer is a Republican member 
of  the Pennsylvania Senate whose 
48th District includes Middletown. His 
Capitol office telephone number is 717-
787-5708.
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What you said
Here are a sampling of comments made 

on the Press & Journal Facebook page after 
the most recent story on the “raised house” 
was posted. They were overwhelmingly in 
favor of the property owner. The comments 
have not been edited.
Nathan Bankes: Great victory! It should 
be no ones business what you do with the 
property you own as far as building. You can 
build the home of your dreams on the plot 
you own, it will always be better then living 
next to a dilapidated home, or the house with 
the annoying barking dog all day long, or the 
one that smells so bad, you can’t even open 
your windows on a cool day in the summer.
Peggy Lutz: I think people have a bad 
impression of mobile homes. I live down the 
road in one & I’ve been here 24 years. And I 
just moved my mom across the street from 
me in a new mobile home. I think it was so 
smart to put the house up to be out of the 
flood zone. We should all pay more attention 
to ourselves & let others be happy!
Christina Troche: Congratulations!!!! 
Should have never been an issue to begin 
with!
Cody Nelson: Just wait til the next flood...
that guy will be sitting on his deck drinking a 
beer. Not a bad idea to build a raised house in 
that area.

Serve on Press & 
Journal Editorial Board

We are seeking a member of the public to serve on 
our Editorial Board, to help us shape the opinions we 
express in editorials. You must be a regular reader of 
the Press And Journal. You must be willing and able 
to succinctly, learnedly and convincingly state your 
opinions on the issues facing our area while being 
open-minded about the views of others.

Being able to write is a plus. We want someone who 
is engaged and wants to make a difference. But we 
are not looking for someone who is an elected official 
or a borough employee or someone who would be on 
the Editorial Board simply to push for a pet project 
or the cause of a board on which they already serve. 
We want someone who has a point of view but not 
an ax to grind. We would meet once a week. Send us 
a brief resume and cover letter explaining why you 
want to be involved and why you would be a good fit. 
We will ask some of the best candidates in for brief 
interviews for the unpaid position.

You can email information to editor@
pressandjournal.com or mail it to Jason Maddux at 
20 S. Union St., Middletown, 17057.

President
Donald Trump: The White House, 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20500. 202-456-1111 or 
202-456-1414. www.whitehouse.gov.
U.S. Senate
Sen. Pat Toomey: 248 Russell Senate 
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 
20510, 202-224-4254. www.toomey.
senate.gov.
Sen. Bob Casey: 393 Russell Senate 
Office Building, Washington, D.C. 
20510, 202- 224-6324 or 866-802-2833. 
www.casey.senate.gov.
U.S. House
Rep. Scott Perry, 10th District: 1207 
Longworth House Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. 20515. 202-225-
5836. perry.house.gov.
Governor
Gov. Tom Wolf: 508 Main Capitol 
Building, Harrisburg, PA 17120. 
717-787-2500. website: www.gover-
nor.pa.gov.
State Legislature
Rep. Tom Mehaffie, 106th District: dis-
trict office, 250 W. Chocolate Ave., 
Suite 2, Hershey, PA 17033. 717-534-

1323. tmehaffie@pahousegop.com. 
www.repmehaffie.com.
Rep. David S. Hickernell, 98th District: 
43A East Wing, P.O. Box 202098, 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2098. 717-
783-2076. www.rephickernell.com. 
dhickern@pahousegop.com.
Rep. Patty Kim, 103rd District: G11 Ir-
vis Office Building, P.O. Box 202103, 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-2103. 717-783-
9342. www.pahouse.com/kim.
Sen. Mike Folmer, 48th District: Senate 
Box 203048, Harrisburg, PA 17120-
3048. Room: 337 Main Capitol. 717-
787-5708 or 877-222-1897. 
Sen. John DiSanto, 15th District: Sen-
ate Box 203015, Harrisburg, PA 
17120-3015. Room: 168 Main Capi-
tol. 717-787-6801. 
Middletown Borough
Mayor James H. Curry III: 463 N. Union 
St. Middletown, PA 17057. 610-533-
4751. jameshcurryiii@gmail.com.
Council President Angela Lloyd: 717-
712-6781, alloyd@middletownbor-
ough.com.
Council Vice President Mike Wood-
worth: 717-919-4805, mwoodworth@

middletownborough.com.
Dawn Knull: 717-497-1302, dmknull@
gmail.com.
Jenny Miller: 717-574-6716, jmiller@
middletownborough.com.
Robert Reid: 717-944-4764, raider-
blue17@aol.com.
Ian Reddinger: 717-350-5555.
Ellen Willenbecher: 717-580-6907, ewil-
lenbecher@middletownborough.
com.
Dauphin County commissioners
Jeff Haste, chairman, Mike Pries, vice 
chairman,  George P. Hartwick, III, 
secretary: Dauphin County Admin-
istration Building, 2 S, Second St., 
4th Floor, Harrisburg, PA  17101. 
717-780-6300.
Dauphin County sheriff
Nicholas Chimienti Jr.: Dauphin 
County Courthouse, 1st Floor, 
Room 104, 101 Market St., Harris-
burg, PA 17101. 717-780-6590.
Dauphin County district attorney
Fran Chardo: Dauphin County 
Courthouse, 2nd Floor, 101 Market 
St., Harrisburg, PA 17101. 717-780-
6767.
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Invite you to Invite you to 
attend a FREE

Thursday, Thursday, JulyJuly 25,25, 2012019Thursday, Thursday, JulyJulyJuly 25,25,25, 2012012019
8:00 a.m. to 10:00 a.m.

Lower Swatara Fire Hall
1350 Fulling Mill Rd., Middletown

RSVP by July 18 to 717-780-6300

Bring your DD-214 to register for the new 
Dauphin County Veterans Discount Card

from Recorder of Deeds Jim Zugay
& the Commissioners

www.DauphinCounty.org

STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER

Middletown Borough Solicitor Jim Diamond, left, begins the flood information meeting Thursday in the MCSO 
Building. At the table are Matt Miller, Borough Manager Ken Klinepeter, and Zoning and Codes Officer Al Geosits.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Nearly 25 Middletown residents 
attended a meeting Thursday 
that the borough held to present 
information about rules and regu-
lations covering properties in the 
borough’s floodplain areas.

Solicitor Jim Diamond presided 
over most of  the meeting, which 
was held in the MCSO Building. 
Assisting was Borough Manager 
Ken Klinepeter, Zoning & Codes 
Officer Al Geosits, and Matt Miller, 
the borough’s compliance and 
technical services officer.

Four of  Middletown’s seven 
borough council members also 
attended — President Angela 
Lloyd and Vice President Michael 
Woodworth, and Dawn Knull and 
Jenny Miller.

The meeting was to address 
questions and concerns from resi-
dents following a report from the 
Federal Emergency Management 
Agency to the borough detailing 
possible violations of  floodplain 
ordinance requirements regard-
ing 37 properties in the floodplain.

The borough received the report 
from FEMA in 2014. However, 

nothing was done at that point. 
Klinepeter, who became manager 
in May 2016, said he first learned 
of  the FEMA report in 2018.

In addition to the 37 properties, 
Klinepeter said the meeting was 
also meant as an information 
resource for anyone owning prop-
erty in the floodplain, as to how 
they could be affected by require-
ments of  the floodplain ordinance.

As determined by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, 
the 100-year floodplain is an area 
with a 1 percent probability of  
having a “flood event” in any 
given year.

In Middletown, the floodplain 
includes an area that hugs the 
borough’s east to southeast to 
southwest borders, along the areas 
of  town closest to Swatara Creek to 
the east and southeast, and closest 
to the Susquehanna River to the 
southwest.

Much of  the borough’s First 
Ward in the southwest part of  town 
lies within the 100-year floodplain, 
according to a map that can be 
found on the FEMA website.

Unless yours is one of  the 37 
properties identified in the FEMA 
report, borough officials say you 

needn’t worry about complying 
with all floodplain ordinance re-
quirements now.

There are situations — referred 
to as “triggers” — that could cause 
the borough to require you bring 
your property in compliance with 
all current floodplain ordinance 
requirements.

These include, according to the 
borough:

• Undertaking a renovation or 
expansion project whose cost will 
equal or exceed 50 percent of  the 
market value of  the structure at 
the start of  construction.

• “Substantial damage” that has 
occurred to the structure from any 
cause — not just flooding — where 
the cost to restore the structure 
equals 50 percent of  market value 
of  the structure — even if  the 
repairs were never done.

• “Repetitive loss,” referring to 
two occasions of  flood damage 
over the past 10 years where the 
average damage is 25 percent of  
market value.

As each property and situation 
is different, Klinepeter encour-
aged any property owner with 
questions to contact the borough 
at his or her convenience.

Several dozen attend flood meeting

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

The acrylic paint was flowing at 
the Middletown Community Pool 
on Thursday night as 14 people 
gathered for the first poolside 
paint night. 

“I’m happy with the turnout,” 
said Autumn Myers, the pool’s 
aquatics director. 

The paint night 
was a fundraiser, 
and Myers plans to 
hold more, opening 
the event for 30 par-
ticipants. 

For years, the 
pool was run by 
the Olmsted Re-
gional Recreation 
Board. Under the 
board, Middletown 
received financial 
help to operate from 
the other Olmsted 
members — Lower Swatara Town-
ship, Royalton and the Middletown 
Area School District. 

With Olmsted being replaced by 
the Middletown Area Recreation 
Alliance, the borough became 
solely responsible financially. 

Although the fundraiser was 
raising money for the pool in 
general, Myers is hoping to get 
the pool repainted for next year. 

“We don’t really think about how 
lucky we are,” said Stacey Miller, 
Myers’ mother and Middletown 
Area Middle School art teacher, 
who led the event. “We have two 

pools that the public can access.”
Participants were grateful for 

how Miller led the lesson.
“Stacey breaks it down to easy 

steps,” said Shelly Wilsbach, who 
came with her family members 
because she wanted to try some-
thing new. 

Myers has been working to draw 
more people to the pool, such as 
holding raft nights from 6 to 8 p.m. 

Fridays. Floating 
rafts usually aren’t 
allowed.

“You wouldn’t 
think about doing 
a paint night in the 
pool. I just wanted 
to try something dif-
ferent,” Myers said.

If  you missed the 
first paint night, 
don’t worry. Myers 
said they plan to 
hold two more paint 
nights, the next one 

from 6 to 8 p.m. July 25.
For $25, participants received a 

canvas, paint, brushes and a root 
beer float. 

Miller walked them through 
painting a lighthouse on the edge 
of  water at sunset.

This wasn’t Miller’s first paint 
night — she led one in March for 
the Pennsylvania Department of  
Education, which provided her 
with the supplies for the event at 
the pool — but this was her first 
poolside event. 

Some artists, including her, 
might say that they don’t prefer 

step-by-step workshops. That is 
until Miller led a paint night over 

the winter during one of  her studio 
sessions, and she realized that the 
participants just wanted a relax-
ing evening. 

Creating can be meditative, 
Miller said.

“It’s training so that they can 
open their minds and gain ex-
perience, and they could go to a 
gallery or craft fair and start to 
comprehend what went into the 
craft,” Miller said.

During the event, Miller sug-
gested what brushes, paints and 

techniques participants should 
use, but the results of  how they 
painted clouds, for example, were 
different. 

“It’s supposed to have a little bit 
of  you in it,” Miller said.

Go to www.facebook.com/
middletowncommunitypool for 
more Middletown Community 
Pool events, and call Miller at 717-
991-7265 to learn more about her 
painting lessons. 

WATER 
COLORS
Middletown Community Pool 
holds fundraiser painting event, 
with more set for this summer

STAFF PHOTOS BY LAURA HAYES

Maleah Sisti paints during a paint night at the Middletown Community Pool on Thursday. 

Above left, Shelly Wilsbach paints the bottom of a canvas. Above, MAMS art 
teacher Stacey Miller looks at Emily Wilsbach’s painting.

“You wouldn’t 
think about doing 
a paint night in the 
pool. I just wanted 
to try something 
different.”

Autumn Myers, pool 
aquatics director
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