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Is Halloween 
Parade’s future 
in doubt?  A3

MAHS wrestlers 
get share of title  B1

BASKETBALL WRAPUP  B1

Public notices in this week’s Press & Journal
• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Notice of  
Corporate Dissolution. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  Charles 
Beard. A4
• HUMMELSTOWN: Estate of  Rob-
ert Bale. A4

• DERRY TWP: Estate of  Michael 
Sylvester. A4

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

In 1977, NASA was looking for 
astronauts. 

Dr. Guion Bluford Jr. was com-
ing up for reassignment in the U.S. 
Air Force. 

Bluford, who graduated with a 
degree in aerospace from Penn-
sylvania State University in 1964, 
decided to apply. 

A few years later, he became the 

first African-American to travel 
in space. 

“I wasn’t sure that I wanted to 
be an astronaut because I like 
airplanes more so than space,” 
Bluford told a Penn State Har-
risburg audience Thursday.

However, Bluford decided to 
throw his hat in along with thou-
sands of  other hopefuls. 

He didn’t hear anything until 
one January morning in 1978. 
Bluford heard on the radio that 

NASA had selected 35 astronauts, 
and he was anxious to find out 
who they were. 

Bluford was at work for a couple 
of  hours when he received a 
phone call from someone who said 
they were from NASA. 

“He started out the conversa-
tion by saying, ‘How’s the weather 
in Dayton, Ohio?’ The snow was 
about up to here,” Bluford said, 
gesturing over his head. 

He said he told the NASA staff 

member that he was sick of  the 
snow at Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base, where he was sta-
tioned.

“He said, ‘Well, I can solve that 
problem for you because it doesn’t 
snow in Houston. Why don’t you 
come to Houston?’” he recalled.

Born in Philadelphia, Bluford 
called Penn State his “launch 
pad,” and he ended up going to 

STAFF PHOTOS BY LAURA HAYES

Dr. Guion Bluford, the first African-American in space, spoke at Penn State Harrisburg on Thursday. Bluford showed a picture of his crew eating meals in 
space during one of his missions. 

First African-American in space 
inspires young engineers of color
Bluford, who was on four shuttle missions, speaks at local campus

Please see BLUFORD, page A6

Sen. Folmer: Slow down on recreational marijuana

By Jason Maddux
jasonmaddux@pressandjournal.com

Sen. Mike Folmer says he 
knows that legal recreational 
marijuana use eventually will 
come to Pennsylvania. He just 
hopes to slow down the pace of  
its arrival.

“Recreational is going to come. 
It will come. But we are jumping 
ahead of  the science right now. 

Here are my 
concerns. ... In 
every state that 
went from me-
dicinal right 
into rec, the 
medicinal programs went down 
the tubes because no one cared 
about growing for medicinal. All 
the money was in the next buzz,” 
he told the Press & Journal in a 
recent interview.

The Lebanon Republican is 
known as “Marijuana Mike” for 
leading the effort in Pennsylvania 
to allow the medicinal use of  can-
nabis, so he’s naturally protective 
of  his efforts. Seeing the contin-
ued growth of medicinal cannabis 
in the state, in fact, is one of  the 
reasons he ran for a fourth term 
last year despite his initial pledge 
to serve only three. His 48th Sen-
ate District includes Middletown, 
Royalton, and Lower Swatara and 
Londonderry townships.

“I’m not opposing this plan. I’m 
throwing a lot of  the folks off here 

who say, ‘Folmer, you should be all 
over this.’ No, I’m for medicinal 
first. Because I got into it for the 
patients. The patients are the key 
here,” he said.

Despite Folmer’s hopes, recre-
ational use appears to be on the 
fast track. In December, Gov. Tom 
Wolf  tweeted that “it is time for 
Pennsylvania to take a serious 
and honest look at recreational 
marijuana.” Wolf  in late January 
was on hand when Lt. Gov. John 
Fetterman announced he was 

Folmer

He wants medicinal cannabis 
to be explored to its fullest first

Please see FOLMER, page A4

Keep three 
elementary 
schools, says
MASD survey 

Township might livestream meetings

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

One Lower Swatara Township 
commissioner wants township 
meetings to be streamed live 
online. 

Commissioner Chris DeHart 
brought up the idea during the 
board’s Jan. 2 meeting. He noted 
that other bodies, such as Mid-

dletown Bor-
ough Council, 
l i v e s t r e a m 
their meetings. 

“It may get 
more people 
involved and see what’s going 
on,” DeHart said.

Livestreaming would allow 
people who can’t attend a meeting 
to be allowed to stay involved and 

give input, he said. There are va-
cancies on township committees, 
he said during the Feb. 6 meeting.

He said it would also allow meet-
ings — such as the public hearing 
on the new UPS building — or 
dedications to be livestreamed.

He asked township staff to look 
into it. 

During the Jan. 16 meeting, 
township manager Betsy Mc-
Bride reported that one company 
would charge several thousand 
dollars to get such a system 
started — recording the meetings, 

putting them online, and storing 
them for six weeks — but it would 
cost more to have a staff member 
at the meeting to record it. 

DeHart said it cost Middletown 
$799 for the equipment and $2,300 
in annual charges.

At the Feb. 6 meeting, Commis-
sioner Michael Davies said he was 
recently at a meeting of  commis-
sioners from other municipali-
ties. He said two out of  the 15 or 
so municipalities represented 

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Most people responding to a 
recent online survey want Middle-
town Area School District to keep 
its current configuration of  hous-
ing elementary students in three 
buildings in three locations.

Just more than 60 percent of  
652 respondents preferred the 
current model, compared to a 
“center-based” model where all 
elementary students are housed 
at one campus.

Just less than 40 percent of  
respondents preferred the center-
based model, according to results 
of  the survey that were reported 
to the school board by Superinten-
dent Lori Suski on Feb. 5.

Suski said that the current 
model was preferred by most 
respondents who identified them-
selves as district parents.

District teachers split roughly 
50-50 on the question, Suski said — 
the same result as five years ago, 
when the school district had polled 
faculty regarding the possibility of  
moving to a center-based model.

The district completed the sur-
vey as part of  the board’s ongoing 
consideration of  how the school 
district can best meet a 10 percent 
increase in elementary enroll-
ment, based on projections from 
the Pennsylvania Department of  
Education.

The district now has three 

elementaries 
— Fink in Mid-
dletown, Reid, 
which is locat-
ed on the same 
campus as the 
high and mid-
dle schools in 
Lower Swatara 
Township, and 
Kunkel along Fulling Mill Road 
in Lower Swatara.

The school board in October 
had reached informal consensus 
to go with the center-based model 
by building a new elementary 
school on the same campus as 
Reid, which would be renovated. 
This consolidation would have led 
to closing both Fink and Kunkel.

The consensus was driven by 
concerns that Kunkel, which 
needs renovating and expansion, 
would need to be closed in light of  
239 acres of  adjacent farmland in 
the township being put up for sale.

The board and district adminis-
trators had concluded this would 
lead to the land being rezoned to a 
use such as commercial or indus-
trial that could negatively impact 
keeping a school at Kunkel.

However the board is reconsid-
ering retaining Kunkel, following 
a Nov. 28 public meeting where 
some district parents and resi-
dents argued in favor of  renovat-
ing or expanding it.

Adding on to Fink — upward 
— discussed as a possibility 

Suski

Please see SURVEY, page A5

DeHart

Concerns raised over whether 
they would be public records

Please see TOWNSHIP, page A5

In a story on page A5 on Feb. 6, “If snowplow hits your mailbox, township will pay 
— some,” Lower Swatara Township officials said a resident complained that the 
amount offered to reimburse for a mailbox struck by a township snowplow was 
too low. The resident told the Press & Journal that she was not asking for a new 
mailbox, but for it to be fixed and for the township to find someone to do it. The 
resident also said the plow did not knock down her mailbox, but only dislodged it. 

Clarification

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

How do Lower Dauphin School 
District and Middletown Area 
School District measure up on 
state standardized tests, gradua-
tion rates and student attendance?

Middletown’s 2018 test scores 
were a mixed bag — down nearly 
districtwide in math, growing in 
some grades in English language 
arts, and performing both bet-
ter and worse than their peers 

statewide. 
Nearly districtwide, Lower Dau-

phin’s 2018 test scores were above 
their peers statewide, though some 
grade’s scores dipped from 2017.

New reporting system
In November, PDE launched a 

new reporting system called the 
Future Ready PA Index which 
provides a plethora of  data, in-
cluding how students perform on 

Please see TESTS, page A4

On state tests, Middletown 
students a mix bag as LD 
outperforms peers in Pa.
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Happy Valentine’s Day to you 
all! May your week be a little bit 
brighter because you put every-
one you love first! May all of  our 
lives be a little bit nicer because 
we follow the Golden Rule: Treat 
others as you would like to be 
treated!

Who has school or work off 
on Monday, Feb. 18? You can 
thank George Washington and 
Abe Lincoln for that! What a fun 
month February can be: Wear 
your pink and red, be kind to all 
you meet, and get some time off. 
If  you are very fortunate, you 
may get a 
few Valen-
tines. What 
a nice time 
of  year to 
give away 
chocolate 
and hearts. 
Enjoy it!

Have a 
rosy kind 
of  week, 
and be 
sure to share your news with me 
via email! Happy Valentine's Day 
and Happy Presidents Day com-
ing up on Monday.

Birthdays
Happy landmark 21st cake 

day to Jourdyn Alford of  Lower 
Swatara on Wednesday, Feb. 13. 
Enjoy your real-deal-adult birth-
day! Congrats and best wishes to 
you, Jourdyn!

Robert Hardison will hear the 
birthday song on Wednesday, 
Feb. 13, as he marks his 23rd 
confetti-popping birthday!

Best wishes for a super-nice 
Valentine birthday to Barry 
Craul of  Middletown. He cel-
ebrates his 32nd cake day on 
Thursday, Feb. 14. Enjoy!

Here is a shout-out to Rebecca 
Fulton, who is celebrating her 
special 23rd party day on Friday, 
Feb. 15. Enjoy it all weekend, 
dear Becca!

Don Bowers of  Lower Swatara 
will celebrate his rootin’ tootin’ 
cake-and-ice cream day on Fri-
day, Feb. 15. I hope all the gang is 
with you to celebrate, Don!

Happy landmark birthday to 
Avery Williams of  Lower Swata-
ra on Feb. 15. I hope your 18th 
birthday is fantastic on Friday 
and that you are doubly blessed!

Corey Risko of  Middletown 
marks his 24th snappy-happy 
birthday on Saturday, Feb. 16. I 
hope it is full of  sunshine!

Grant Garner of  Lower 
Swatara will celebrate his 15th 

fun-filled 
birthday on 
Saturday, 
Feb. 16. I 
hope you 
have a blast, 
Grant!

Khyra Lit-
tle of  Lower 
Swatara 
will hear 
the birthday 
song sung to 

her on Saturday, Feb. 16, as she 
turns 15. Enjoy it all weekend!

Happy landmark super-duper 
18th cake day to Adriana Black 
of  Lower Swatara on Sunday, 
Feb. 17. Congrats and eat cake!

Perry Sisti of  Lower Swatara 
will celebrate his very nifty 
birthday on Tuesday, Feb. 19. 
Keep looking up, Perry! Spring 
is coming. Enjoy your special 
week.

Happy birthday to Daryl Tripp 
of  Middletown on Feb. 19. May 
your Tuesday be more than ter-
rific, Daryl!

Anniversary
Best wishes to Walter and 

Jan Balmer of  Londonderry on 
Friday, Feb. 15. They celebrate 
28 fantastic years together. 
Congrats!

Congrats to Martin and Mel-
ody Wilson of  Lower Swatara, 
who celebrate their 45th anni-

versary on Saturday. This happy 
couple married on Feb. 16, 1974. 
Enjoy your romantic weekend! 

Sub and soup sale
The Lower Swatara Lions 

Club will hold a Sub and Chick-
en Corn Chowder Soup sale on 
Thursday, Feb. 28, at the Lions 
Club in Shope Gardens. Pickup 
is from 4 to 7:30 p.m.

Order by email to jerseyj507@
aol.com or call 717-939-9869. All 
orders must be in by Feb. 21. 

It is through projects like this 
that our Lions are able to give 
back to those in need in our 
township.

Don't cook on Feb. 28! Order 
some subs and soup and help out 
the Lions! 

Supper Time 
A roast turkey dinner with 

all the trimmings — stuffing, 
mashed potatoes, green beans, 
cranberry sauce, beverage, and 
dessert — will be served from 
4:30 to 6:30 p.m. Monday, Feb. 18, 
at Evangelical United Methodist 
Church, 157 E. Water St., Middle-
town. 

Takeouts are also available. 
A cost is involved. For more in-
formation, call 944-6181. We are 
handicapped accessible. Every-
one is invited! 

Easy French Dip Sandwiches
2-3 lbs chuck roast
2 14.5 oz. each cans beef  con-

sommé
6 to 8 hoagie rolls
Place roast and both cans 

consommé into crock pot and 
cook on low for eight to 10 hours. 
Remove beef  from crock pot and 
shred using two forks. Serve 
meat on buns, and use the juice 
as a dipping sauce, if  desired. 
Serve with favorite chips, car-
rots and celery.

Thank you, Susan Wagner. 
This easy meal is a must in 
February!

Quote of the Week
“There is no fear in love, but 

perfect love casts out fear. For 
fear has to do with punishment, 
and whoever fears has not been 
perfected in love.” — 1 John 4:18 

Question of the Week
What message do you want to 

tell someone special to you?
“I want to tell my friend, 

Maddy Heagy, to have a great 
day.” — Katelyn Wagner, 10, 
Lower Swatara.

“Miles, you are my best friend, 
and you should come over to 
play again!” — Ian Shaffer, 8, 
Lower Swatara.

“My third-grade teacher, Mrs. 
Albright. You are an amazing 
teacher! I liked you a lot, I still 
do. I hope you enjoy this gift.” — 
Anna Benkovic, 9, Lower Paxton.

“My mom. Thanks for every-
thing. Even though you have so 
much to do, you take care of  us 
all so well.” — Logan Benner, 12, 
Royalton. 

“To my mom, you did a good 
job of  raising me. I'm glad you're 
you!” — Elijah Einzig, 11, Middle-
town.

“I think all members of  the 
Londonderry Fire Company are 
special. They are 100 percent 
volunteer, and serve the commu-
nity anytime on any given day!” 
— Kim Dodson, Bainbridge.

“My friend, Liam: I like your 
dog!” — Ryan Benkovic, 5, Lower 
Paxton.

Proverb for the Week 
Eat honey, my son, for it is 

good; honey from the comb 
is sweet to your taste. Know 
also that wisdom is sweet to 
your soul; if  you find it, there 
is a future hope for you, and 
your hope will not be cut off 
(24:13,14).

Reach LaVonne Ackerman at 
717-649-7366 or by email at La-
VonneAck@comcast.net.

Frey to hold Friends  
of the Arts concert 

Frey Village Friends of  the 
Arts is sponsoring a concert 
featuring “Seasons” at 7 p.m. 
Friday, Feb. 15, in the chapel.

The group, comprised of  
the Lee siblings, write and 
perform both original and tra-
ditional Celtic and American 
Folk music.

All music lovers are invited 
to this very special presenta-
tion.

MASD to hold school 
on Presidents Day

Middletown Area School 
District will hold classes on 
Presidents Day, Feb. 18, as a 
school closure makeup day.

Due to school closures Jan. 
30 and Jan. 31, the following 
changes to the school calen-
dar also will be implemented.

Wednesday, April 17, will 
become a full day of  school 
rather than an early dis-
missal.

Thursday, April 18, will 
now be an early dismissal for 
students.

Spring recess will be 
observed on Friday, April 19, 
and Monday, April 22.

Stuffed chicken dinner 
at Lower Swatara Fire

Lower Swatara Volunteer 
Fire Company, 1350 Fulling 
Mill Road, is sponsoring a 
stuffed chicken dinner on 
Sunday, Feb. 17, from 11 a.m. 
until it’s sold out.

Eat-in or takeout is avail-
able.

TOWN TOPICS

Adriene Funck and Scott Ash 
are the Middletown Area High 
School Students of  the Month 
for January.

Adriene is the daughter of  
Daniel Funck and Johanna 
Markham.

Adriene has been on the 
honor roll and distinguished 
honor roll 
throughout 
high school. 
Along with 
academics, 
she is heav-
ily involved 
in various 
clubs such 
a s  L i n k 
Crew and 
Key Club. 
A d d i t i o n -
ally, Adri-
ene is the 
p r e s i d e n t 
of  PRIDE 
Club,  the 
secretary of  
the National 
Honor Society, and a Mini-
THON chairwoman. Adriene 
also played volleyball and is a 
member of  the Ski Club.

Adriene placed first in Medi-
cine/Science in the Epidemiol-
ogy Challenge at the Capital 
Area Science and Engineering 
Fair. She also received the 
Dr. George Hayward Love Sr. 
Judges Award for exceptional 
display and interview. Adri-
ene was selected to attend 
the Rotary Youth Leadership 
Awards camp, she volunteers 
with RaiderPacks and is an 
ESL tutor. Adriene is also a 
communications intern with 
the school district.

Adriene’s goals for after 
graduation are to attend col-
lege to study science and join 
the Army ROTC.

Scott is the son of  Jeff and 
Kendra Ash.

Scott has been on the honor 
roll throughout his high school 
career. Scott’s main focuses 
during high school have been 
playing football and baseball. 
He was quarterback for the 
football team and was a mem-
ber of  the state runner-up and 
district championship team 
three years in a row. Scott is also 
a member of  TV Production.

After graduating from high 
school, Scott will attend Hood 
College in Frederick, Mary-
land, to study history. He 
plans to obtain his teaching 
certification at the secondary 
level. Scott also plans to play 
on Hood’s baseball team.

STUDENTS 
OF THE MONTH

Funck

Ash

Funck, 
Ash get 
MAHS 
honors 

Teens are invited to the Wil-
liam H. & Marion C. Alexander 
Family Library, 200 W. 2nd St., 
Hummelstown, at 6 p.m. on the 
first Thursday of  the month to 
spend an hour trying new tech 
toys, crafting and enjoying a 
new activity.

 On March 7, they will learn 
about new art materials and 
techniques by creating mixed 
media art.

Learn more at dcls.org/
teenevents or by calling the 
library at 717-566-0949. This 
program is for teens ages 12-
17. No registration is required.

To learn more about DCLS, 
visit dcls.org. 

Getting a card is free. Bring a 
driver’s license or other proof  
of  residence to any of  the eight 
DCLS libraries, or register 
online at dcls.org.

Teens can learn 
about new  
art materials  
at library event

MISS A WEEK.
MISS A LOT.
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Middletown Area High School recently announced its distinguished honor roll and honor roll for 
the second period. Distinguished Honor Roll requires all “A’s” or perfect marks. For the Honor 
Roll, a student must earn all “A’s” and “B’s.” 

Distinguished Honor Roll
Seniors: Moses Brummell, 

Joshuah Burrows, Melissa Cabrera 
Gonzalez, Brayden Erickson, Devon 
Finsterbush, Celeste Grob, Joseph 
Gusler, Sierra Kamara, Benjamin 
Kinsely, Jocilyn Koser, Shelby 
Miller, Aayushi Patel, Anthony Paul, 
Genesis Ramirez Cruz, Cole Senior, 
Jaxson Senior, Aiden Sessa, Natcha-
ya Srisai, Jesse Van Eik, and Lynnsey 
Woodley.

Juniors: Macy Appleby, Daniel 
Brenner, Dane Ebersole, Kathleen 
Hope Fitzpatrick, Cayla Garman, 
Alexis Habbershon, Madalyne 
McGovern, Courtney Shaffer, Isa-
bella Stillo, Angelina Torres, and Eric 
Truntz.

Sophomores: Jayden Benner, 
Levi Oladapo Ettu, Abigail Grimland, 
Morgan Paige Klingeman, Janelle 
Olivia Leggore, Alia Juliana Mendez, 
Ayden Dean Miller, Caden Justus 
Prisbe, and Dylon Zettlemoyer.

Freshmen: Lucia Caretti, Chloe 
Cleland, Sara Dintiman, Patrick 
McHugh, Cynthia Ortiz-Sanchez, 
and Kennedy Sharon.

Honor Roll
Seniors:  Hayli Akakpo-Martin, 

Scott Ash, Ryan Berstler, Anna Buff-
ington, Brandon Lee Coble, Alexis 
Fischer, Adriene Funck, Arieanna 
Gamble, Mason Garza, Connor 
Guyette, Alexis Harmon, Angela Her-
nandez, Terrance Jefferson, Kayla 
Jorich, Smruti Khasakia, Morgan 
Killen, Kaitlyn Knaub, Edgar Lopez, 
Alexis Manfred, Jade Senior, Clayton 
Wagner, Hannah Wilsbach, and Lexi 
Zimmer.

Juniors: Nicole Altland, Cassidy 
Anderson, Dylan Bakaric, Jacob 
Buffington, Megan Burghdorf, 
Brandon Burgos Marcano, Tristan 
Cassidy, Nashawn Collier-Jones, 
Bankshita Devkota, Austin DiPofi, 
Zackery Dunlap, Jordyn Dupes, 
Caroline Gill, Destiney Gutshall, 
Kayla Gutshall, Danautyca Harris, 
Benjamin Hursh, Jenna Jerome, 
Jonathan Jumper, Bethany Keyser, 
Timothy Kleinfelter, Shawnee Kuhns, 
Connor Leiby, Victoria Lopez, Jose 
Lopez-Quinones, Zachary Malay, 
Alyssa Martz, Garrett Miller, Jaden 
Miller, Szekery Panza, Vidhi Patel, 
Andrea Rivas, Matthew Spangler, 

Joseph Spear, Caleb Springer, China 
Williams, Matthew Wynkoop, Justin 
Yohn, and Noelle Zimmerman.

Sophomores: Jenna Al-
ford, Mahnoor Azim, Anga-
lina Black,William Browl, Nathan 
Burkholder, Alyssa Bush, Amiya 
Camacho, Quinn Dworchak, Delilah 
Fuentes, Serina Gurm, Gavin Hickoff, 
Ruth Hoffman, Alexis Jefferson, 
Jordan Knaub, Antonio Koser, 
Natalie Krupilis, Amanda Lee, Emma 
Lovell, Ayanna Reeves, Collin Shaffer, 
Kaden Sweeney, Michael Tuffy, and 
Katie Weese.

Freshmen: Chasey Baumbach, 
Christian Burke-Bowman, Presley 
Carnes, Joshua  Escalante, Ashley  
Gamble, Rose Gamble, Skylar Garza, 
Sydney Garza, Hailey Herneisey, 
Alexandra Hess, Tamia Hill-Johnson, 
Stacey Hinojosa, Tate Leach, Faith 
Matter, Aaron Mayersky, Messner, 
Kyleigh Messner, Sarah Miscevich, 
Emma Mitchell, Lani Moore, Ben-
jamin Rine, Isaiah Rogers-Keeney, 
Marissa Romberger, Jalen Rowley, 
Mason Swartz, Brandon Thomas, 
Matthew Wagner, Maya Wagner, and 
Doron Yospa.

MAHS honor roll students announcedLOWER SWATARA VOLUNTEER FIRE COMPANY

LowerSwataraFire.com • 1350 Fulling Mill Road, Middletown

Monthly Dinner:
Sunday, February 17th • 11 am - SOLD OUT

*STUFFED CHICKEN BREAST*
Mashed Potatoes, Vegetables, 

Dessert, Coffee & Soda

EAT-IN OR TAKEOUT • ADULTS $12 • CHILDREN $6

$2 OFF 
DINNER

*

 
WITH THIS COUPON

EXP. 10/16/2019 LSVFD
*ONE DINNER

HIA flights will go 
nonstop to Nashville

Nonstop flights twice a week 
between Harrisburg Interna-
tional Airport and Nashville 
will start June 6, according to an 
Allegiant airlines press release 
posted Tuesday on the airport’s 
blog.

Allegiant is promoting the 
new service with fares as low as 
$49 each way.

Nashville will be Allegiant’s 
sixth non-stop route out of  HIA, 
according to the release.

The airline already offers non-
stop service between HIA and 
Orlando, St. Petersburg, Punta 
Gorda and Myrtle Beach. Ser-
vice between HIA and Sarasota-
Bradenton in Florida is starting 
April 3.

Prison to host ‘Friends 
and Family’ event

Dauphin County Prison will 
play host to its first “Friends 
and Family” meeting of  the year 
from 5 to 6 p.m.  March 4 in the 
central court hearing room of  
the facility. 

Participants will have the 
opportunity to ask questions of  
prison staff and offer sugges-
tions.  

This program was established 
in 2009 by the Dauphin County 
Board of  Commissioners, Prison 
Board and warden to improve 
the lines of  communication 
between correctional staff and 
prisoners’ loved ones.

The prison hosts these meet-
ings on a quarterly basis.

 Dauphin County Prison is at 

501 Mall Road in Harrisburg.
For more information, call the 

prison at 717-780-6800.

Yiddish folk artist to 
perform at Penn State

The Center for Holocaust and 
Jewish Studies at Penn State 
Harrisburg will present an af-
ternoon of  music and storytell-
ing by Yiddish folk artist Susan 
Leviton at noon Tuesday, Feb. 
19, in the Olmsted Building Gal-
lery Lounge (Room W107). 

Leviton will perform histori-
cal and contemporary Yiddish 
songs interwoven with folk tales.

She travels the country as an 
artist in residence. 

The event is free and open to 
the public. Call 717-580-2954 for 
more information.

IN BRIEF
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Vera Sugar
MIDDLETOWN

Vera E. Tudic Sugar, 88, of  
Middletown, died Sunday, Febru-
ary 3, 2019 in her home.   

She supported Bethesda Mis-
sion and the Indian Children 
Mission. Vera was the daughter 
of  the late Thomas and Mary 
Maljan Tudic and the widow of  
John Sugar. 

She is survived by one son, 
Rev. John S. “Rocky” Sugar and 
his wife Dorian of  Raymore, Mo.; 
four daughters, Susan Brooks 
of  Lexington, Ky., Kathy Sugar 
of  Elizabethtown, Judith Sugar 
at home, and Brenda Tadych of  
Royalton; 14 grandchildren; 13 
great- grandchildren; and one sis-
ter, Irene Tudic Smith of  Steelton.   

She was preceded in death by 
her beloved daughter, Mary Ann 
Sugar and her sister, Pauline 
Wilsbach.  

A funeral service was held on 
Friday, February 8, 2019 at 11 a.m. 
at Wiedeman Funeral Home & 
Cremation Services, 357 S. Second 
St., Steelton, with Rev. Doug Hill, 

Thelma Vorodi
MIDDLETOWN

Thelma M. Vorodi, of  Middle-
town, passed away on Monday, 
February 4, 2019 at Frey Village 
Assisted Living, Middletown.

She was born on March 15, 1937 
in Harrisburg, Pa. and was the 
daughter of  the late Samuel and 
Olive Marie Motter.

Thelma is survived by her 
husband of  63 years, William L. 
Vorodi; sons, William M. Vorodi 
and Scott D. Vorodi and wife Ja-
neen; daughter Judy Vorodi and 
husband Rodney Tome; grand-
children, Zack, Michael, Karissa 
and Tyler; brother, Paul Motter of  
Highspire; and sisters, Elizabeth 
Motter Lightner of  Highspire and 
Frances Motter Jeske of  Merrill, 
Wis. 

She was preceded in death by 
sisters, Betty, Helen, June, Norma, 
Pauline; and brothers, Carl, Elmer, 
Fred, Russel and William.

Thelma loved to sing and enter-
tain. She started in high school 
with her friend Jill Holmes and 
they were called the Oklahoma 
sweethearts. She started again in 
the late 70s singing with different 
country bands playing in many 
clubs in Central PA. Her biggest 
award was becoming PA State 
Champion Yodeler.  

A tribute to Thelma’s life was 
held on Thursday, February 7, 2019 
at 7 p.m. at Matinchek Funeral 
Home, 260 E. Main St., Middle-
town, with the Pastor Jack Selcher 
officiating. There was a viewing 
from 5 to 7 p.m. on Thursday prior 
to the service.

The interment took place at 
10:30 a.m. on Friday, February 8, 
2019 at Indiantown Gap National 
Cemetery, Annville, Pa. 

Condolences may be made 
online at www.matinchekfuner-
alhome.com.

NOTICE
Removal of your winter

cemetery decorations must be 
completed by Friday, February 15th.

MIDDLETOWN CEMETERY ASSOCIATION

www.CBBurkholderHomes.com            CALL TODAY  717-629-6177 

Sales Center at 103 Sage Boulevard, (off N. Union St/441, directly 
across from the entrance to Middletown Area HS) 

Monday-Friday 10-5, Saturday 1-4  (closed 4th Sat.) 
 

Middletown’s new home destination 
 

$5000 savings 
Take advantage of this limited time offer! 

 Applies to all homes in inventory 
 Choose either a price reduction or closing cost assistance 
 2 single family homes, 3 and 4 BD, from 260k 
 5 semi-detached 2-4 BD homes, starting at 233k 
 3 - 3 BD townhomes, starting at 217k 
 Offer valid on agreements signed by 3/31/19 
 Act NOW! 

Pastor of  Ludwig United Method-
ist Church, Bainbridge and Rev. 
John S. “Rocky” Sugar, her son, 
officiating. A viewing was held on 
Friday from 10 a.m. until 11 a.m. 
at the funeral home. 

Burial was  in Resurrection 
Cemetery.  

In lieu of  flowers, memorial con-
tributions may be made to Hospice 
of  Central PA, 1320 Linglestown 
Rd., Harrisburg, PA 17110.  

www.wiedemanfuneralhome.
com

Wilson honored for Halloween 
Parade efforts with Kiwanis, 
but event’s future is in doubt
By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Together, Melody Wilson and 
her husband, Marlin, make up 
just more than one-fourth of  the 
membership of  the Middletown 
Kiwanis Club.

Melody and Marlin and the 
club’s five other members are 
responsible for putting on the 
popular Halloween Parade that 
takes place in Middletown each 
year.

But without Kiwanis getting 
more members, it becomes more 
uncertain with every passing 
year whether the parade will 
continue.

“I don’t know if  we are going 
to be able to pull it out for the 
upcoming year,” Melody told 
borough council on Feb. 5.

She had been asked to be at the 
meeting, but she didn’t know why. 
It didn’t take long to find out.

Mayor James H. Curry III 
invited Melody to the front of  
the council table, to present her 
with a plaque from himself  and 
council, thanking Melody for her 
efforts over the years in making 
the parade happen.

“We think of  you as an absolute 
treasure to the Middletown com-
munity, for everything you have 
done for the Halloween Parade 
for so many years,” Curry said. 
“It is something that every aspect 
of  the community looks forward 
to, from the children to the old.”

“Now raising kids of  my own 
here in this community, I see how 
much they really enjoy it, and if  
it weren’t for people like you and 
your leadership … it just wouldn’t 
happen. So we really appreciate 
everything you have done. Your 
value cannot be overstated,” he 
said

Wilson isn’t one for limelight. 
She hates having her picture 
taken. When she does come to 
a council meeting, it’s often to 
offer the assistance of  Kiwanis 
for a project — such as funds to 
help replace Kids Kastle in Hof-
fer Park.

Or, as she usually does after 
each year’s parade, she comes to 
publicly thank the borough for its 
help making the parade happen.

Months before each year’s pa-
rade, Melody reaches out to Bor-
ough Manager Ken Klinepeter to 
set up a meeting with staff, in-
cluding police and Public Works 
Director Greg Wilsbach, to start 
planning for the route, street 
closures, and everything else on 
the municipal side of  things.

Klinepeter noted “the enor-

mous time and effort” that 
Melody puts into the parade each 
year. “I don’t think the average 
person realizes what effort and 
time it takes for one parade on 
one night.”

Wilson was gracious in accept-
ing the award, saying that the 
honor belongs to all Middletown 
Kiwanis, including those whose 
shoulders Melody has been stand-
ing on since she took over the 
parade in 2010.

“There’s a lot of  great people 
that came before me that have 
built this,” she said.

Melody has been in Kiwanis for 
a little more than 25 years. She 
said she joined just a few years 
after Kiwanis began accepting 
women as members.

She recalled a story from be-
fore then, about a woman who 
showed up at a Kiwanis meeting 
somewhere. They asked if  she 
was the speaker. She said no, she 
was just interested in joining. In 
that case, they told the woman she 
had to leave, Melody recollected. 
Things have changed since then.

Marlin and Melody were mem-
bers of  Kiwanis in Linglestown 
until 15 years ago, when they 
moved to Middletown.

Marlin transferred his mem-
bership to Middletown Kiwanis. 
Melody waited a year, until 
she got tired of  driving to Lin-
glestown for every meeting.

In 2010, the Middletown Ki-
wanis secretary who ran the 
Halloween parade moved away.

“I kind of  stepped up to the 
plate,” Melody said. She’s been 
running it ever since.

A lot has changed in just those 
years. Registration is done online, 
and since 2014 advance registra-
tion has been made mandatory in 
response to increasing concerns 
coming down from Kiwanis Inter-
national over insurance liability.

Melody also changed the policy 
regarding parade vendors. Be-
fore, many were from outside 
the area, some even out of  state. 
They’d make hundreds of  dollars 
from the event, and take their 
money and leave Middletown.

Melody thought that money 
should stay here. Now, the ven-
dors are area nonprofits groups. 
Kiwanis doesn’t make them pay to 

work the parade, so all the money 
they make can go back into the 
community.

She gets a lot of  help from other 
Middletown Kiwanis members, 
especially Marlin. 

This past year, Melody couldn’t 
get to as many businesses for 
parade sponsorships, because of  
her health issues.

Marlin, now “semi-retired,” 
stepped up to make the sponsor-
ships happen, Melody said.

Come parade night, all but one 
of  the seven Middletown Kiwanis 
members are there assisting with 
the event. The Kiwanis member 
who provides tech support moved 
out of  the area, but he remains 
involved and assisted in this 
year’s parade with fixing any 
online issues.

After all the months of  ef-
fort, seeing the smiling faces of   
children during the parade is “a 
treasure that makes all the hard 
work worth it,” Melody said. She 
wishes more people would sign 
up their children to compete in 
the parade.

Today, Melody and Marlin and 
the rest of  Middletown Kiwanis 
keep a tradition going that started 
back in 1954, when Kiwanis took 
over the Halloween parade. 

Kiwanis has held the parade 
ever since, with 2018 marking 
the 65th year.

Before 1954, a group known as 
the Mothers’ Congress Circle was 
responsible for holding the Hal-
loween Parade in Middletown.

The Circle held the first Hallow-
een Parade and Street Carnival 
on Oct. 30, 1916, according to in-
formation provided by Jack Still, 
a Middletown resident whose 
mother Pauline was active in the 
Mothers’ Congress.

The Middletown Odd Fellows 
Lodge began assisting in putting 
on the Halloween “carnival” in 
1952, but in 1954 Kiwanis took 
charge of  the event, according 
to the history.

“The membership got older 
and they could no longer handle 
it. They dissolved,” Melody said 
of  the congress. “Close to what is 
kind of  happening to us.”

Now, she is hoping that history 
does not repeat itself  with the 
Middletown Kiwanis.

Assault charges result from several 
cases in borough in early February

“The membership got older and 
they could no longer handle it. They 
dissolved. Close to what is kind of 
happening to us.”

Melody Wilson, Middletown Kiwanis Club

Middletown police charged 
a borough man with simple 
assault following an incident in 
the first block of  Brown Street 
shortly before 8 p.m. Feb. 5.

Andrew Shawn Henry, 43, 
of  the Brown Street address, 
punched a woman at least five 
times, resulting in welts to her 
left arm and upper left thigh 
and redness to her chest, police 
said in arrest papers filed with 
District Judge David Judy.

Police described Henry as be-
ing “extremely intoxicated.”

Judy set bail at $25,000. Henry 
was listed Tuesday as being in 
Dauphin County Prison. His 
preliminary hearing is set for 
Feb. 19.

Police charge man, woman
Middletown police have 

charged two people regarding 
an incident that occurred at 
North Wood and East Emaus 
streets at about 4:45 p.m. Feb. 4.

Paul J. Beamenderfer, 43, of  
the 100 block of  North Wood 
Street, was arraigned on Feb. 
4 before District Judge Sonya 
M. McKnight and charged with 
simple assault, disorderly con-
duct by engaging in fighting, 

and harassment.
Beamenderfer is listed as be-

ing in Dauphin County Prison 
on $1,000 bail. His preliminary 
hearing is set for Feb. 19 before 
District Judge David Judy.

Police on Feb. 5 charged 
Nicole Lee Balsbaugh, 37, of  the 
same address, with disorderly 
conduct by engaging in fight-
ing. Her preliminary hearing is 
set for March 18 before Judy.

Police in arrest papers filed 
with Judy said that Beamend-
erfer grabbed a 16-year-old boy 
around the throat and pinned 
him to the wall.

He also was loudly arguing 
and swearing at the woman, 
and at one point threw his 
phone at her hitting her in the 
shoulder, according to police.

Police said that Balsbaugh 
during the dispute was striking 
Beamenderfer with his cane. 

Woman charged with DUI 
Middletown police charged 

a Cumberland County woman 
with DUI after her 2014 Kia Op-
tima ran into the back of  a ve-
hicle at West Main and Spring 
streets at 2:45 p.m. Feb. 1. 

Police in arrest papers filed 

with District Judge David Judy 
said that Susan Ellen Harral, 
51, of  the 400 block of  Wolf  
Bridge Road in Middlesex 
Township, was under the influ-
ence of  alcohol. She was also 
driving too fast for conditions 
as snow and ice were on the 
roads at the time, police said. 
She was cited for speeding.

Harral has a March 18 pre-
liminary hearing before Judy.

Charges after Pineford incident
A Middletown man was 

charged following a dispute 
in the Beechwood Building of  
Pineford at 10:59 a.m. Jan. 28.

Borough police said that 
Stephen James Smith, 40, of  
the Beechwood Building, and 
a woman were arguing when 
Smith kicked the woman in 
her side and threw her to the 
ground, according to arrest 
papers police filed with District 
Judge David Judy.

Smith was arraigned before 
Judy and charged with simple 
assault and harassment. Bail 
was set at $25,000; Smith is 
not listed in Dauphin County 
Prison. His preliminary hear-
ing is set for Feb. 19.
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ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Licensed Electricians  •  Fully Insured

40 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Free Estimates • 944-3419 or 944-6766

DALE A. SINNIGER & SON

•New & Old Wiring
•Code Updates
•Phone & TV  
  Cable Wiring
•Electric Heat
•Electric Smoke 
  Detectors

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL
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Fully Insured
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Protection 
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Guaranteed
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Considering Cremation?
Save Thousands On Cremation Expenses

728 Main Street • Avoca, PA 18641

Serving all of PA
Tyler J. Currie, Supervisor

Preplan and prepay 
today and receive a

For a limited time, so Act NOW!

$200
DISCOUNT

Simple
Cremation
$1395

or payments as low as 
$16.00 a month

All Inclusive, No Hidden Fees 
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-4

For a FREE no obligation 
brochure and information, 

please call us toll free at 
844-427-3672 

or visit us on-line at
www.cremationofpa.com

We accept ALL prearrangements made at other cremation providers

0088533-art.indd   1 3/27/18   10:05 AM

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 
Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial 
aid for qualified students – 
Career placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 877-207-0345

MobileHelp, America’s 
Premier Mobile Medial Alert 
System. Whether You’re Home 
or Away. For Safety and Peace of 
Mind. No Long Term Contracts! 
Free Brochure! Call Today! 
1-844-677-1569

Dental Insurance: Call 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company for details. NOT 
just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. 
855-890-4914 or http://www.
dental50plus.com/Penn Ad# 
6118

A PLACE FOR MOM: The 
nation’s Largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! Our 
service is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-855-400-1032

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Estate of: MARRONE, MICHAEL SYLVESTER, A/K/A MICHAEL
  SYLVESTER MARRONE, MD, A/K/A MICHAEL S. MARRONE
  Late of the Township of Derry, County of Dauphin and 
                    Commonwealth of PA
Executor: Jeffrey M. Wonderling
                    c/o Nikolaus & Hohenadel, LLP
                    222 S. Market Street
  Suite 201
                    Elizabethtown, PA  17022
Attorney: John M. Smith, Esq.

#113 0130-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Letters 
Testamentary on the Estate of Robert 
A. Bale, Deceased, late of Hum-
melstown Borough, Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania, have been granted to 
the undersigned Co-Executrixes. All 
persons therefore indebted to said es-
tate are requested to make immediate 
payment, and those having just claims 
will please present the same, duly 
authenticated, for settlement, without 
delay. Karen J. Myers and Debra K. 
Mosko (Shafer)–Co-Executrixes, c/o 
Keith D. Wagner, PO Box 323, Palmyra, 
PA 17078–Attorney.

#117 0206-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
CORPORATE DISSOLUTION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  that Rain-
bow Assurance, Inc., a Pennsylvania 
corporation, having its registered office 
c/o Corporation Service Company, 
Dauphin County, in accordance with 
the provisions of Section 1975 (a) of 
the Business Corporation Law of 1988, 
Code Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
as amended, has voted to wind up its 
affairs in the manner prescribed by said 
law, so that its corporation existence 
shall be ended upon the proper filing 
of the Articles of Dissolution and issu-
ance of Certificate of Dissolution by 
the Department of State of the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania. 
Attorney: Paul R. Cohen, Esquire
Curtin & Heefner LLP
1040 Stony Hill Road
Suite 150
Yardley, PA  19067
215-736-2521

#118 0213-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC  NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE 

Letters Testamentary on the Estate of 
Charles Elwood Beard, Jr., Deceased, 
late of the Borough of Middletown, 
Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, having 
been granted to the undersigned, all 
persons indebted to said estate are 
requested to make immediate pay-
ments, and those having claims will 
present them for settlement to:

Sharon K. Beard, Executrix
104 North Union Street
Middletown, PA 17057

OR TO:
John S. Davidson, Esquire

Yost & Davidson 
320 West Chocolate Avenue

P.O. Box 437
    Hershey, PA 17033

#119 0213-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

 EMPLOYMENT

PART-TIME 
DELIVERY 
DRIVERS
•  no special license 

required
•  comfortable, clean 

company vehicles
•  mostly 4-6 hr. monthly/

weekly evening runs
•  company pallet jack 

provided for loading & 
unloading of skids

Apply in-person at:
Press & Journal 

20 South Union Street 
Middletown

Mon - Fri 9 am - 4 pm

going to travel to all 67 counties “to listen 
to everyone’s thoughts on whether they 
agree with this initiative or have recom-
mendations,” Fetterman said. “We want to 
make sure all Pennsylvanians have a say.” 

Those forums started this week in Har-
risburg, Newport and Mechanicsburg.

According to philly.com, the latest in a 
series of  bills to legalize marijuana in the 
state for adult recreational use was intro-
duced in the Assembly on Feb. 4.

But to Folmer, legalizing recreational 
use is not only getting ahead of  science 
but the law as well.

“I’m not afraid of  the plant. The plant 
is 114 times safer than alcohol,” he said. 
“What we don’t know is this: We don’t 
have the proper testing as far as what is 
impaired driving with marijuana. This is 
the problem. Marijuana is not toxic. So it 
doesn’t want to leave your body. It will stay 
in your body for at least 30 days.”

So, for example, it’s Thursday evening 
and you smoked a joint Tuesday night. 
Your blood work could show that you drove 
impaired, he said.

“Is that fair to the citizen? And it’s not 
really not fair to the police, either, because 
they don’t really have a tool of  how to des-
ignate impaired driving,” he said.

Folmer told the story of  a truck driver 
with a commercial driver’s license who 
was using cannabidiol, or CBD, oil.

“It’s 0.3 percent THC [tetrahydrocan-
nabinol, the main active ingredient in 
cannabis], which means 
you could drink 5 gallons 
of  this stuff and the only 
thing you would get is 
diarrhea, probably. You 
couldn’t get a high from 
it if  you wanted to. But 
it helped him. It helped 
him with his neuropathic 
pain. As a truck driver, 
he said it actually made 
me a better driver. He 
got flagged because it 
showed up” in his system. 

In order to get his CDL 
back, he had to go to re-
hab, Folmer said.

“He doesn’t even drink alcohol. He’s 
never done anything. He was just using 
CBD oil. It helped him sleep, and he said 
it made him a better driver, with his legs 
and shifting gears. He had to go through 
rehab as if  he were a drug addict. What a 
waste. It’s totally crazy. But that’s because 
we don’t understand it.”

He also said it’s a “fallacy about the big 
money” that would come in through taxes.

“Yes, you’re going to get some revenues 
in there, but it’s not the cure-all of  cure-
alls,” he said.

Recreational marijuana also would not 
create new jobs, he said. 

“You’re going to take underground jobs 
and make them above-
ground jobs. It’s going to 
be the same people. It’s 
just going to be legal,” 
he said.

Moving ahead with 
medicinal cannabis 
would mean a real 
chance to help with 
health care costs, he 
said.

“How much does a 
radiation treatment 
cost? How much does 
a chemotherapy treat-
ment cost? How much 
does a bone marrow 

transplant cost? What if  you were able to, 
through the proper science, getting the 
proper understanding of  this, are able to 
start shrinking tumors, and what would 
the cost be comparatively speaking, and 
making health care a little more affordable 
now and breaking up this monopoly in our 
health care industry,” he said.

Folmer also harkened back to when he 
was a produce broker, and his job was to 
go to the fields. 

“Because I was a smaller dealer, to get 
myself  a niche in the market, I would find 
out who the best growers for a packing 
company were. The best way to do that was 
to make friends with the pickers, because 
they were really good. They knew what 
was quality. 

“One time I was invited over to their 
camp. It was a Wednesday night and the 
big orders had to go out the next day. The 
first thing I smelled was pot. I thought, 
‘Oh, man, these guys are getting stoned. 
They’ll never get up! No one is going to 
pick. No one is going to do anything, and 
we’re not going to get these orders out.’ 
I’m talking to the guy and he says, ‘No, 
no, no. We work really hard. We’re sore.’ 
They weren’t doing it for partying. They 
were actually using it in a medicinal sense. 
They were sore, and they were tired. At 5 
o’clock every morning they were up, not 
hung over, not dehydrated.

“It helped them with their pain. It helped 
them sleep the whole night long. They woke 
up refreshed and ready to work.”

Eventually, he said, the plant should be 
regulated like lettuce and tomatoes “as 
long as there’s no E. coli and bacteria and so 
forth, because it’s going to be consumed.”

“But,” he said, “we’re not there yet.”

FOLMER: Many laws lagging behind regarding cannabis use
From page A1

“We don’t have the 
proper testing as far as 
what is impaired driving 
with marijuana. This is 
the problem. Marijuana 
is not toxic. So it doesn’t 
want to leave your body. 
It will stay in your body 
for at least 30 days.”

Sen. Mike Folmer

state standardized tests, attendance, 
graduation rates and transition to post-
secondary school, the military or work 
after high school. The index can be ac-
cessed at futurereadypa.org.

The data in this article is taken from 
both the Future Ready PA Index and data 
on PDE’s website. 

MASD Superintendent Lori Suski noted 
that while the index provided a glimpse 
into the schools, it didn’t reflect students 
who perform well on academics outside of  
ELA, math and science or extracurricular 
activities.

The index, she said, shouldn’t be the 
solution when evaluating MASD student 
and teacher success. 

“If  you want to see those qualitative 
pieces, just take a look at our website where 
we feature these accomplishments, or bet-
ter yet, come and visit our schools to get 
the full picture of  why Middletown Area 
SD is a great place to learn,” Suski said.

Math scores fall
Both Suski and Lower Dauphin com-

munity relations coordinator Jim Hazen 
cautioned against comparing — for ex-
ample — third grade scores in 2017 to 2018 
because it’s a different group of  students 
every year. 

The Press & Journal instead compared 
the cohort of  students. For example, how 
students did when they were in third grade 
in 2017 to how they performed as fourth-
graders in 2018?

“As with any school year’s results, there 
are areas of  success we are pleased about as 
well as areas of  weakness that we continue 
to address,” Suski said.

She said they were pleased with the 
student growth, but disappointed, particu-
larly, in the students’ math scores.

Nearly districtwide, MASD math scores 
on the Pennsylvania System School of  As-
sessment fell from 2017 to 2018.

The largest drop in math scores was in 
fourth grade at Reid Elementary School. 
Scores dropped by 27.7 percentage points. 
In 2017, 58.3 percent of  Reid third-graders 
scored either advanced or proficient on 
the math PSSA, and in 2018, 30.6 percent 
of  Reid now-fourth-graders were deemed 
proficient on the math test. 

Besides Kunkel Elementary School 
fourth- and fifth-graders, a majority of  
MASD’s math scores were below the 50th 
percentile. Kunkel fourth- and fifth-grad-
ers were also the only elementary grades 
to perform above the state average on the 
math PSSA.

While Middletown Area Middle School 
seventh- and eighth-graders’ math scores 
dipped from 2017, schoolwide they per-
formed above the state average. 

Math has been an ongoing challenge, 

Suski said.
She said earlier this school year, the 

district implemented a plan to address 
how math is taught at all grade levels. 
Professional development was provided 
to teachers, and they continue to receive 
training. The district also recently changed 
their math textbooks. 

Suski is hopeful the training will yield 
better scores.

“One of  the biggest problems with the 
math scores everywhere is that students 
often do not have the foundational skills 
for basic operations solidified by the time 
they exit elementary school,” Suski said.

However, MASD was not the only district 
whose math scores fell. Nearly district-
wide, Steelton-Highspire’s math scores 
both decreased and were well below the 
state average. Most of  Steel-High’s scores 
were in the single digits — the exception 
was the algebra Keystone test where 15 
percent of  juniors were deemed proficient 
or advanced. Seventh grade had the low-
est score with only 0.8 percent of  the 118 
students who took the math test scoring 
proficient or advanced.

While Lower Dauphin math scores took 
a hit from 2017, most of  the district per-
formed above the state average. That was 
the same on Lower Dauphin’s ELA PSSA 
and literature Keystone test.

“When scores are good or bad, we look 
at that it’s a snapshot of  the academic life 
of  that school kid. It’s still a one-time test 
but your achievement is around where it 
should be,” Hazen said.

MASD students, however, fared better 
on the English Language Arts PSSA in 
2018. Many grades were at or passed the 
50 percent mark in students who scored 
proficient or advanced on the test. 

Some grades and schools performed 
better than last year. At Fink Elementary 
School, the number of  fourth-graders who 
performed either proficient or advanced 
increased from 45.9 percent to 48.7 percent. 
At Reid, the number of  fifth-graders who 
scored either proficient or advanced in-
creased from 53.1 percent to 58.3 percent. 

MAMS’ scores also increased and the 
students were either at or above the state-
wide average. While Kunkel’s scores took 
a hit from 2017, schoolwide, the students 
outperformed their peers statewide. 

On the science PSSA, which is given 
to fourth- and eighth-graders, Reid and 

MAMS students performed better than 
their peers statewide. 

On the 2018 Keystone Exam taken by 
Middletown Area High School juniors, 
more students were proficient or advanced 
in literature than 2017 juniors. However, 
they were outperformed by their peers 
statewide. 

Attendance, graduation rates 
The Future Ready PA Index indicated 

that most MASD schools had attendance 
rates of  more than 90 percent. 

“Attendance has always been a strength 
for MASD over the years. Our students 
enjoy coming to school, and only a small 
percentage have truancy issues,” Suski 
said. 

She said she wasn’t surprised by the data, 
but wanted it to be higher. Future Ready 
PA Index indicated that Fink had a regular 
attendance rate of  93.8 percent, 91.8 percent 
at Reid, 91.7 percent at Kunkel, 90 percent 
at Middletown Area Middle School and 82.3 
percent at Middletown Area High School.

“Obviously, our goal is to have an at-
tendance rate of  100 percent,” Suski said.

The data helps the district focus on 
where the students may have issues such as 
anxiety, motivation or family life problems 
and develop plans to have students attend 
school, whether it’s a physical school or 
Raider Academy, she said. 

Most Lower Dauphin schools had atten-
dance rates more than 90 percent. The ex-
ception was Lower Dauphin High School, 
whose attendance rate was 85.8 percent. 

One explanation could be that the district 
codes attendances different than the state, 
Hazen said. He said students on internships 
or doing school-related activities out of  
school may be marked absent under the 
state’s, but not the district’s, attendance 
system. He said the district was looking 
to make sure they were coding attendance 
correctly. 

PDE’s data indicates that 88.82 percent 
of  MAHS seniors graduated in four years 
in 2016-2017, which is the most recent data 
available. MAHS’s rate is just above the 
statewide average of  86.57 percent. Lower 
Dauphin’s rate is 93.59 percent.

The Future Ready PA Index indicates 
that 50 percent of  MAHS graduates go 
onto post-secondary education, 14.9 per-
cent enlist in the military and 15.6 percent 
enter the workforce. PDE notes that this 
data is lagging, and Suski said the district’s 
graduation survey data indicated higher 
percentages than PDE’s data. 

At Steel-High, 48.1 percent of  graduates 
went on to post-secondary education, 10.4 
percent into the military and 32.5 percent 
into the workforce. 

At Lower Dauphin, 64.6 percent went 
onto post-secondary education, 9.1 per-
cent enlisted and 14.2 percent entered the 
workforce. 

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE PENNSYLVANIA INTERNET NEWS SERVICE

Lt. Gov. John Fetterman held the launch of his statewide listening tour to gather input from 
Pennsylvanians about the possibility of legalizing recreational marijuana Monday at the 
Jewish Federation of Greater Harrisburg.

TESTS: 88.8 percent of MAHS seniors graduated in four years 
From page A1 “Attendance has always been 

a strength for MASD over the 
years. Our students enjoy coming 
to school, and only a small 
percentage have truancy issues,”

MASD Superintendent Lori Suski
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Of the 652 respondents, 415 — 
63.6 percent — identified them-
selves as district parents. Another 
164 — 25.15 percent — were district 
employees. The remaining 73 re-
spondents were residents with no 
students in district schools.

The survey also asked respon-
dents to rank from 1 to 12 the fac-
tors they view as most important 
regarding a potential realignment 
of  elementary schools.

A clear majority — 389 — identi-
fied school safety and security is 
the top priority. Second closest 
was elementary class size as deter-
mined by teacher to student ratio, 
ranked highest by 92 respondents; 
followed by the project’s “impact” 
on property taxes being judged 
most important by 51 respondents.

Board members voiced no im-
mediate reactions to the survey 
results during the Feb. 5 meeting.

“I think for everyone it’s about 
are we looking at what is best 
educationally or are we looking 
at what is best economically, and 
unfortunately as we all know in 
school districts we have to look 
at both, because we don’t have a 
choice,” Suski said. “We cannot 
continue to just raise taxes … we 
have to be cognizant of  that as we 
make the decision, and we also 
have to look at educationally what 
are we doing to help our kids.”

The district also has found that 
research is inconclusive regarding 
which model is best when it comes 
to educating children — center-
based or retaining the current 
model, Suski told the board.

Suski in an email to the Press 
& Journal on Monday said other 
superintendents she has talked 
with whose districts have gone 
to the center-based model “have 
reported it (the center-based 
model) to be successful, although 
no actual study on its effects have 
been done in those districts.”

During the Feb. 5 meeting Suski 
noted that among school districts 
in this region, Derry Township 
School District has utilized the 
center-based model for many 
years, and Mechanicsburg Area 
School District has recently moved 
to a center-based model.

Suski said she is speaking with 
superintendents of  both the Derry 
and Mechanicsburg districts.

In the same email she referred to 
the possibility of  a “hybrid of  both 
center-based and neighborhood 
schools” emerging, but declined 
to elaborate as details had not yet 
been shared with the board.

And during the same Feb. 5 
meeting — as if  to underscore the 

district remains open to all options 
— Suski floated the idea of  keeping 
Fink, Reid and Kunkel, but more 
evenly balancing the number of  
students at each building by add-
ing onto Fink.

Kunkel and Reid now each have 
close to 500 students in grades kin-
dergarten through 5, while Fink 
has about 250, Suski said.

Enlarging Fink could lead to 
each school having 300 to 350 
students, Suski said, noting re-
search regarding the educational 
advantages of  smaller buildings 
with smaller class sizes.

Responding to board President 
Linda Mehaffie asking where room 
can be found to expand Fink, Suski 
suggested the district could build 

upward by adding a floor.
Building out would mean losing 

a playground, or encroaching on 
parking at next door War Memo-
rial Field — neither of  which are 
viable options, Suski said.

The district is still gathering 
data and information. For ex-
ample, consulting architects are 
to present comprehensive renova-
tion cost estimates for both Fink 
and Kunkel to the board on Feb. 19. 

The district is not looking for 
a final decision from the board 
before June, Suski said.

“We can take the next four to 
five months to really weigh all 
options,” she said in the email. 
“We are taking our time and doing 
our due diligence to look at every 
factor before decisions are made.”

SURVEY: Final decision on elementaries unlikely until at least June
From page A1

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

The Middletown Area School 
Board approved a $3,000 bonus for 
Superintendent Lori Suski during 
its Feb. 5 meeting.

The reward was based on the 
board’s performance evaluation of  

Suski for the 2017-18 school year.
Suski is under contract through 

June 2022, following a five-year 
contract extension the board ap-
proved in October 2016 providing 
for annual salary increases of  
1.5 to 3.5 percent, not counting 
bonuses.

Suski’s salary for the current 

2018-19 school year is $154,248. 
Suski and all other district ad-
ministrators received a 3.1 percent 
salary increase for the current 
year, district Chief  Financial Of-
ficer David Franklin told the Press 
& Journal.

District teachers received a 3.49 
percent salary increase for 2018-19, 

as negotiated in the current con-
tract with the Middletown Area 
Education Association.

A principal at Kunkel Elemen-
tary for seven years, Suski was 
made assistant superintendent in 
2007 and became superintendent 
in July 2012, replacing Richard 
Weinstein, who retired.

Board awards Suski $3,000 bonus

livestreamed their meetings. One 
was part of  a franchise agreement, 
and it is played on a cable channel, 
he said.

“It’s not very common,” Davies 
said.

He said some of  the municipali-
ties had broadcast their meetings, 
but then stopped. Some people, 
Davies said, “performed” for the 
cameras.

“One of  the things that they 
readily observed was cameras 
make people talk much longer 
about things, which is not always 

a bad thing,” Davies said.
McBride suggested that perhaps 

students could do it.
She said that township solicitor 

Peter Henninger said the township 

may find itself  in legal trouble 
if  the video disagreed with the 
official written minutes. She sug-
gested that the video could be avail-
able until the meeting minutes 
were approved. 

Henninger said if  the township 
is going to livestream, there should 
be a policy in place that would 
outline how long the videos would 
be kept. 

“Nothing is word-for-word, but 
the official record is the minutes of  
the meeting, and it should remain 
as the official record,” Henninger 
said.

Anyone, he said, could legally 

bring in a camera or phone and 
broadcast the meeting. 

Vice President Todd Truntz 
asked, in terms of  the Right-to-
Know Law, if  the videos would 
become public record that could 
be disclosed. Henninger said if  the 
videos aren’t destroyed, then they 
could be subject to Right-to-Know 
requests.

“There are concerns that I 
would have as your solicitor that 
it be a system that you could wipe 
and consistent with your policy 
of  maintaining of  that record. It 
can be done, no doubt about it,” 
Henninger said. 

TOWNSHIP: Solicitor says policy needed on how long videos kept
From page A1 “One of the things that 

they readily observed was 
cameras make people talk 
much longer about things, 
which is not always a bad 
thing.”

Commissioner Michael Davies

PRESS & JOURNAL FILE PHOTOS

What does the future hold for, from top, Kunkel, Fink and Reid elementary schools?

“I think for everyone it’s about are we looking at what 
is best educationally or are we looking at what is best 
economically, and unfortunately as we all know in 
school districts we have to look at both, because we 
don’t have a choice.”

Suerintendent Lori Suski

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Dollar General’s proposal to 
build a 9,100-square-foot store 
at the corner of  Deodate Road 
and Route 230 isn’t dead yet, 
even though Londonderry Town-
ship’s planning commission 
rejected it and supervisors are 
frustrated with how plans are 
being submitted.

During the Board of  Supervi-
sors meeting Feb. 4, Supervisor 
Mel Hershey said at the January 
planning commission meet-
ing that sewer plans weren’t 
finalized and stormwater issues 
weren’t addressed. He said the 
planning commission has been 
provided information on the 
same night as meetings, and they 
had asked to be provided materi-
als at least a week in advance.

“Honestly, I’m certainly not 
against a Dollar General. I’m just 
against the way it was proposed 
to our planning commission,” 
Hershey said.

The planning commission de-
nied Dollar General’s plan Jan. 
22. Township manager Steve 
Letavic said in an email there 
were “outstanding technical 
comments from the township en-
gineer and sewage enforcement 
officer that were not addressed” 
as of  the meeting.

Supervisor Bart Shellenhamer 
said he was only getting the up-
dated plans that night and hadn’t 
had a chance to look at them. 

Dollar General project engi-
neer  Michael Swank said they 
received a letter from the town-
ship’s engineering firm, HRG, on 
Jan. 7, addressed its comments, 
and resubmitted their plans.

“So I understand they haven’t 
had adequate time to review 
those yet, but I feel that we’ve ad-
dressed their concerns,” he said.

They also were discussing curb 
and sidewalk drainage, which 
they had requested waivers of  
and were denied, Swank said. 

“Obviously, we don’t know of  
any new issues that might be 
brought up. If  we’re looking at 
strictly the last HRG review let-

ter, I don’t think there was very 
much there,” Swank said.

He said he hoped everything 
could be addressed in a month.

In November, the board ap-
proved a 90-day extension for 
the initial plan into March. With 
the deadline to take action on the 
plan the day after the supervi-
sors’ first March meeting, Swank 
said they could either wait or 
conditionally approve the plan. 
The township asked Dollar Gen-
eral’s representatives to submit 
a request for an extension. 

Township solicitor Mark Stew-
art did not recommend condi-
tional approval, although he said 
he agreed that Dollar General’s 
representatives were “diligently 
working” with township staff.

He recommended requesting 
another extension of  the plan.

Stewart said that it wasn’t a re-
quirement for the plan to go back 
to the planning commission.

“But it can, and it should be-
cause that is what those folks do 
for us. That’s why we have that 
board,” Hershey said.

“They had no recourse other 
than to deny your plan at their 
last meeting because, quite 
frankly, our counsel, they were 
frustrated. At the point our en-
gineers were frustrated because 
there were so many details that 
weren’t addressed,” Hershey 
said. “All of  a sudden in a 
week’s time, we’ve addressed 
all of  the issues. So, as far as I’m 
concerned, I’ll vote for a time 
extension because I want it to go 
back to the planning commission 
for review.”

Safety and traffic concerns at 
the intersection also have been 
raised by township leaders. 

Talks over Dollar General 
continue as Londonderry 
officials voice frustration

“Honestly, I’m certainly 
not against a Dollar 
General. I’m just 
against the way it was 
proposed to our planning 
commission.”

Supervisor Mel Hershey
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Proper nutrition 
does a body good
The e� ects of  proper nutri-
tion on the body are profound. 
When paired with routine 
exercise, a diet that’s rich in 
nutrients can lay the founda-
tion for a long, healthy life.

Many people are aware that 
their bodies need nutrients 
like protein and carbohydrates 
every day, but they may not 
know just what these and 
other important nutrients do 
for their bodies. 
Proteins

The online medical resource 
WebMD notes that the body uses 
protein to build and repair tissues. 
An important component of  every 
cell in the body, protein provides 
the body with amino acids that 
help cells in the body perform vari-
ous functions. Breastcancer.org 
notes that proteins help the body 
create hormones and enzymes and 
keep the immune system healthy. 
A diet that’s low in protein may 
make people more susceptible to 
illness and result in longer recov-
ery times.

Carbohydrates
The Cleveland Clinic notes 

that carbohydrates, or “carbs,” 
are the body’s main source of  
energy. Carbs are found in most 
foods, but not all carbs are the 
same. Foods that contain complex 
carbohydrates, which include qui-
noa and oatmeal, are loaded with 
fi ber. It takes awhile for the body 
to break that fi ber down, helping 
people feel full and stabilizing their 
blood sugar levels. Simple carbo-
hydrates, which include processed 
foods such as sugar-sweetened 
beverages and dairy desserts, are 
quickly digested, which raises 
blood sugar levels and contributes 
to feelings of  infl ammation.
Water

The body is about 60 percent 
water, which performs a host of  
important functions. Water aids 
in digestion, absorption of  nu-
trients and circulation, and also 
facilitates the transportation of  
nutrients through the body. Water 
also helps the body get rid of  waste. 
WebMD notes that water also helps 
to energize muscles, which might 
su� er from fatigue if  the body’s 
fl uid balance is not maintained. 
Water also helps the body main-
tain a healthy temperature.

space four times, logging nearly 
700 hours. 

The Feb. 7 lecture was held by 
the School of  Science, Engineer-
ing and Technology and the Penn 
State Harrisburg Chapter of  the 
National Society of  Black Engi-
neers. The event in the Mukund S. 
Kulkarni Theatre in the Student 
Enrichment Center was sold out.

Nicole Hill, president of  the 
school’s chapter of  the National 
Society of  Black Engineers and  
a  junior electrical engineering 
major, said they’ve been planning 
Bluford’s visit for a year. 

“We have a lot of  minorities in 
our group, and we just wanted a 
big figure to come that could kind 
of  inspire us because we don’t get 
that too much,” she said. 

Hill said at first they considered 
to have him visit the club, but they 
thought it would be beneficial for 
the whole campus. 

There aren’t many engineers 
of  color in the field that future 
engineers can look up to, Hill said. 

“To see him, it’s like, ‘This is pos-
sible. I’m going to do it,’” Hill said.

Bluford encourages students 
to do something that they enjoy. 
He loved airplanes and wanted 
to become an aerospace engineer. 

Bluford’s first mission was the 
STS-8 in 1983, the third flight of  the 
Challenger space shuttle. Bluford 
said it was the first night launch 
and landing.

On his second shuttle mis-
sion in 1985, which was the last 
successful flight of  Challenger 
before it exploded in 1986, Bluford 
and other astronauts, including 
some Germans, 
conducted experi-
ments in a space 
lab. Bluford’s third 
mission in 1991, on 
Discovery, studied 
star patterns and 
auroras.

His final shuttle 
mission was on 
Discovery in December 1992, car-
rying a classified payload for the 
Department of  Defense.

“I’d tell you what we did on that 
flight, but I’d have to shoot all of  
you,” he joked. 

Bluford, 76, retired from NASA 
and the Air Force in 1993. He is  

now the president of  Aerospace 
Technology in Cleveland. 

It takes about two-and-a-half  
years to train to be qualified to go 
into space. During his talk, Bluford 
described life in space and shared 
stories and photos from his mis-

sions.
The most memo-

rable thing about 
space was the view 
out the window 
and zero gravity, 
he told the Press 
& Journal before 
his talk. 

“The thing that 
always amazed me is you get into 
orbit and you look at the horizon 
and say, ‘Oh my goodness. Colum-
bus was right. It’s curved,’” he told 
the audience. 

He wasn’t scared, but excited. 
“Once I flew the first time, I knew 

I had to do it again,” Bluford said. 
The shuttle went around the 

earth every 90 minutes — mean-
ing 45 minutes of  daylight and 45 
minutes of  darkness. 

Miles above the earth, Bluford 
said you can see a thousand miles 
in any direction, including geo-
logical features such as a volcano 
erupting in Japan or the expanse 
of  the Grand Canyon. It’s more 
difficult to see man-made features, 
he said. 

During his third flight, they flew 
through an aurora over Australia. 

Rookie astronauts, he said, are 
so mesmerized by the view out 
the window that they have to be 
reminded that they’re out there 
to do work. 

“One of  the things that’s nice 
about being in the astronaut pro-
gram is you can walk in space,” 
Bluford said.

He said they needed to be care-
ful not to take too large of  a step 
outside of  the space shuttle while 
untethered. Tools and equipment 
can’t be let go. They will float off. 

Being tethered to the ship lim-
ited astronauts on what they could 
do, he said. Manned maneuvering 
units helped astronauts propel 
themselves throughout space 
without being tethered. 

People tend to forget that astro-
nauts live on the shuttle while on 
space. He likened it to camping out 
with unique features. 

There was no running water. 
Bluford said they would squirt 
water into a cloth to sponge bathe. 
Bluford said he jokes with children 
that astronauts don’t use the rest-
room. In zero gravity, the things 
that you want to go down, may go 

up, he said. 
Toothbrushes were pre-wrapped 

with toothpaste already on the 
brush. Toothpaste had to be swal-
lowed instead of  spitting. 

Food is put on the shuttle about 
a month before the flight, and 
most of  it is dehydrated. They 
experimented with sandwiches 
on Bluford’s first mission. The 
problem, he said, was the first 
sandwich would come apart while 
trying to make the second. 

Exercise was important to keep 
your muscles toned. Some astro-

nauts on Bluford’s mission would 
velcro their sleeping bags to the 
ceiling or wall. Bluford, on the 
other hand, didn’t like the sleeping 
bag and would tie a string around 
his waist and the other to a locker 
and floated in the room. 

Bluford’s father was also an 
engineer. Representation is impor-
tant to let people know that they 
can do it, Bluford said.

Hill took note of  Bluford’s per-
severance. 

“There’s no reason why I can’t 
be doing the same thing,” she said.

Nicole Hill, junior and president of the Penn State Harrisburg Chapter of the 
National Society of Black Engineers, introduces Dr. Guion Bluford before his 
talk Thursday. 

STAFF PHOTOS BY LAURA HAYES

Dr. Guion Bluford, the first African American in space, spoke at Penn State Harrisburg on Thursday. Bluford attended 
Penn State and called it his “launch pad.”

BLUFORD: Astronaut reflects on mesmerizing views out of shuttle
From page A1

PHOTO COURTESY OF NASA

Guion Bluford became the first African-American to fly in space, aboard 
Challenger on Aug. 30, 1983.

“Once I flew the first 
time, I knew I had to 
do it again.”

Dr. Guion Bluford, the first 
African American in space

Lower Dauphin High School se-
nior Annie Dickinson successfully 
auditioned for a spot in the PMEA 
All-State Jazz ensemble as an alto.

This is her second trip to states 
as a jazz vocalist. She is also 
performing in her second PMEA 
regional orchestra festival later 
this month as a Violin I.

Annie, the daughter of  Matt and 
Angie Dickinson, serves as presi-
dent of  the TriM Music Honor 
Society and is a four-year member 
of  the group. 

She is a four-year member of  the 
choral program, the high school 
orchestra and the pit orchestra 

in the spring 
musical. She 
is a three-year 
member of  the 
National Honor 
Society and Na-
tional Science 
Honor Society. 

She also par-
ticipates in the 
Philosophy Club, jazz band, Math 
Honor Society and STEM Club.

In the community, she plays 
with the Hershey Symphony 
Orchestra, and volunteers as a re-
hearsal assistant with the Hershey 
Symphony Festival Strings. She 

performs with her church praise 
team and dances at McCann’s 
School of  Dance. 

She is a member of  the com-
munity advisory board for WITF 
public media. 

She writes and performs her 
own music and released an EP 
this school year. She was also Miss 
Hummelstown her junior year.

She plans to attend Berklee 
College of  Music in Boston or 
Lebanon Valley College and major 
in music technology and produc-
tion with the hopes of  becoming a 
music producer and independent 
artist/performer.

Dickinson

Lower Dauphin vocalist Dickinson  
will perform at all-state jazz festival
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Local sports focused  
on hometown athletes.

Three more losses for 
Blue Raider boys team

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DONALD GRAHAM

Jules Nester drives to the basket Friday in Middletown’s 78-36 home loss against Lower Dauphin.

2 victories on season 
after close defeat  
to Annville-Cleona
By Larry Etter
Press & Journal Staff

The Middletown boys basketball 
team suffered through three more 
losses last week following its win 
over West Perry the week before. 

In two of  those games it was a 
matter of  losing to a pair of  su-
perior teams. In the other, it was 
a case of  a victory eluding the 
hard-working team in a winnable 
contest against a non-league op-
ponent. And that was the one that 
hurt the most for first-year head 
coach Chris Bradford. 

On Feb. 5, the Blue Raiders, 
now 2-18 on the season, made the 
short road trip to Milton Hershey 
and fell to the athletic Spartans, 
77-36. On Thursday at home, the 
Raiders played host to Annville-
Cleona of  the Lancaster-Lebanon 
League and came up short in a 
53-47 decision. And, on Friday, 
the Blue Raiders were dealt a 78-
36 setback to a very good Lower 
Dauphin team in the nightcap of  
a boys-girls double header in the 
MAHS gym.

The Blue Raiders were sched-
uled for a makeup game vs. Pequea 
Valley on Monday, but it was 
moved to Wednesday because of  
the weather. 

Milton Hershey 77, Middletown 36
The host Spartans came out fly-

ing and jumped to an 11-2 lead in 
the first two minutes of  the Mid-
Penn Conference Capital Division 
contest. 

The Raiders struggled with cold 
shooting throughout the entire 
first half  and ended up on the short 
end of  a 42-16 score by halftime. 
Things didn’t get much better in 
the second half  as the team col-
lected just 20 more points. 

The Spartans, in contrast, were 
scoring freely, putting up 22 points 
in the first quarter, 20 in the sec-
ond, and another 35 after the break 
as they dominated the game on 
both ends of  the court. Josh Parra 
led the way for the Spartans in the 

Please see BOYS, page B6

The Blue Raider wrestling team 
soundly defeated Susquehanna 
Township on Thursday evening 
to earn a share of  the Mid-Penn 
Conference Capital Division 
championship. 

The Raiders split the champi-
onship with Trinity, with each 
team having one conference loss 
on the season. Middletown’s only 
conference loss came at the hands 
of  Milton Hershey on Jan 10. Trin-
ity’s conference loss was delivered 
in a 40-33 match against the Blue 
Raiders on Jan 8.

With the team duals in the rear-
view mirror, the Blue Raiders now 
set their sights on the individual 
postseason. The Raiders will com-
pete in the District 3 AA Section 
1 tournament on Feb 15-16 at CD 
East High School. The Section 1 
tournament features 17 teams in 
District 3. The top 6 wrestlers in 
each weight class will advance 
to the District 3 championship at 

Hersheypark Arena on Feb. 22-23.

Middletown 54,  
Susquehanna Township 23

It was evident from the start that 
it was February in a long wrestling 
season. Wrestlers were banged up 
on both sides, but Susquehanna 
Township was definitely coming 
in the most short-handed. 

The Indians were able to jump 
out to an early lead with Fatorma 
Mulbah earning the pin over 
Middletown senior Ivan Hender-
son in the 285 pound matchup. It 
was all Raiders through the next 
6 matches as Krea Sheaffer (106), 
Zach Malay (113), Luke Fegley 
(120) and Joey Spear (138) each 
earned wins by forfeit. 

Nathan Brady (126) was poised 
for another quality win over the 
Indians’ Kody Evans, but that win 
came a little quicker than expected 

Middletown wrestlers earn co-championship  
of Mid-Penn Capital Division by beating Indians

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DEBBIE SPEAR

Middletown’s Nathan Brady (126 pounds) took on Susquehanna Township’s 
Kody Evans on Thursday.Please see RAIDERS, page B6

Middletown girls wrap up season by splitting 2 games
The Middletown girls basketball 

season ended Friday with a 54-33 
home loss to Lower Dauphin.

The Blue Raiders were 7-13 on 
the season under first-year coach 
Ron Pelletier.

Three seniors played their last 
game: Hayli Akakpo-Martin, Jade 
Senior and Joci Koser. 

Junior Katie Fitzpatrick, the 
Blue Raiders’ leading scorer, 
ended the season with 461 points, 

and 1,215 for 
h e r  c a r e e r 
to sit in fifth 
place all-time 
for Raider girls, 
behind Ja’Lynn 
Burton-Jones 
at 1,586, Kris 
Smith at 1,295, 
Amy Holman at 
1,232 and Bianca Jasper at 1,224.

Fitzpatrick also had 100 steals 

and 76 rebounds for the year. 
Against Lower Dauphin, Fitz-

patrick had 18 points, 6 rebounds 
and 6 steals. Koser had 7 points and 
4 rebounds, and Akakpo-Martin 
had 2 points and 2 assists. 

Morgan Noon scored 4 points 
with 2 rebounds. Jae Keller had 

2 points, 6 rebounds and 2 blocks. 
In a 47-29 home win Feb. 5 

against Milton Hershey, Fitzpat-
rick had 26 points, 3 rebounds, 3 
assists and 9 steals.

Koser added 5 points, 7 rebounds 
and 2 steals, and Keller had 7 
points, 11 rebounds and 3 blocks.

Caroline Gill recorded 2 points 
and 4 rebounds, and Ayanna 
Reeves had 5 points and 6 re-
bounds.

Fitzpatrick

More inside

See photos on page B6.
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KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE 2/12/19 - 2/18/19

FUJI APPLES

99¢
lb.

FRESH LEAN
CHOPPED CHUCK
MUST 10 LBSMUST 10 LBS

299
lb.

�eezer
STOCK UP

FRESH BONELESS SKINLESS
CHICKEN THIGHS
MUST BUY 5 LB

149
lb.

26/30 CT EZ PEEL EXTRA
LARGE SHRIMP
SOLD IN 2 LB BAGS - $10.98

549
lb.

USDA CHOICE WHOLE BONELESS
NEW YORK STRIPS
USDA CHOICE WHOLE BONELESS
NEW YORK STRIPS

799
lb.

2 OZ/8 CT YOPLAIT
GO GURTS

FREE
WITH ANY
PURCHASE

VALENTINE’S DAY FAVORITES
KARNS HEART SHAPED
CRAB CAKES 399

ea.

USDA CHOICE BONELESS
RIB EYES

KARNS 2 PK HEART SHAPED
WHOOPIES

9 - 11.4 OZ M&M  OR HERSHEY’S
VALENTINE CANDY 2 FOR 

$6 

VALENTINE’S DAY FAVORITES
KARNS HEART SHAPED

USDA CHOICE BONELESSUSDA CHOICE BONELESS

$4ea.

Heart Shaped!

KARNS 2 PK HEART SHAPED

1299
lb.
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3444 Round Top Rd., Elizabethtown

MUSSER’S TREE SERVICE 
FREE ESTIMATES

•Tree & Shrubbery Pruning•Tree & Stump Removal
•Fertilization •Cabling

TREE PRESERVATION SPECIALISTS
Residential • Commercial
State Licensed Applicator

 FULLY INSURED
YEAR ’ROUND

24 Hr. Storm Damage Response

533-4458 • 367-3724 

Daniel L. Musser, 
Certifi ed Arborist

Hershey

MEMBER

NATIONAL ARBORIST 
ASSOCIATION

ELWOOD’S
SERVICE STATION

Over 50 Years Of Valued Service 
Corner of Main & Catherine Sts.

Middletown • 944-9255
Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6 pm; Sat. 8 am-1 pm; Closed Sun.

LUBE, OIL 
& FILTER

See Us For All Your Automotive Needs
PA STATE 

INSPECTION

944-4407 
Corner Main & Spruce Sts.

Middletown
OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 7 AM-6 PM

We don’t waste 
your time ... 

we just change 
your oil quickly 

& efficiently!

SERVICE STATION

Schedule today

ANSWERS  |  PUZZLES ON B4

Seven Lower Dauphin High 
School student-athletes an-
nounced their decision to con-
tinue their academic and athletic 
careers at colleges and universi-
ties Feb. 6.

In a National Letter of  Intent 
signing day ceremony in the school 
cafeteria, the student-athletes 
made their announcements before 
parents, coaches, teachers and 
classmates.

Baseball
Jarek Bacon: The son of  Pam 

and John Bacon, he is a four-
year member of  the baseball and 
hockey teams and played football 
his freshman year. In baseball, 
he is a Mid-Penn Conference 
Keystone Division all-star. He will 
attend Misericordia University in 
Dallas, Pennsylvania, where he 
will continue his baseball career 
and major in special education.

Jordon Spagnolo: The son of  

Sue and John Spagnolo, he has 
played baseball on community 
teams for more than 13 years. He 
will attend Wesley College in Do-
ver, Delaware, where he plans to 
major in physical therapy.

Cross country/track and field
Sydney Koons: The daughter 

of  Stephen and Dawn Koons, 
she is a four-year member of  the 
cross country and track and field 
teams, was a three-year member 
of  the swimming team, and par-
ticipates in indoor track. She was 
captain of  the cross country team 
for two years and is a two-time 
all-conference runner. She will 
attend Bloomsburg University 
in Bloomsburg, where she will 
continue her athletic career and 
major in nursing.

 

Football
Kyler Wuestner: The son of  

Lynn and David Wuestner, he is 
a four-year member of  the foot-
ball and wrestling teams. He was 
a two-time first-team Mid-Penn 
Conference Keystone Division 
all-star in football and a three-
time first-team divisional all-star 
in wrestling. He will continue his 
educational and football career at 
East Stroudsburg University in 
East Stroudsburg, where he plans 
to major in health and physical 
education.

Soccer
Blake Cassel: The son of  Jac-

queline and Greg Cassel, he is a 
member of  the soccer, basketball 
and volleyball teams at Lower 
Dauphin. He was a first-team 
Mid-Penn Conference Keystone 
Division all-star in soccer. He 
plans to attend Juniata College 
in Huntingdon, where he plans 
to continue his soccer career and 
major in biology.

Jacquelyn Endy: The daugh-
ter of  Mike Endy and Angela 
Holliinger, she is a three-year 
member of  the girls soccer team 
and also played club soccer her 
entire high school career. She 
also participates in indoor track 
and is a four-year member of  the 
track and field team. She plans to 
continue her soccer career and 
education at Concord University 
in Athens, West Virginia, where 
she will major in biology with a 
pre-med track.

Swimming
Alec Burger: Alec is the son of  

Eric and Jamie Burger. He is a 
four-year member of  the swim-
ming team and a two-year member 
of  the volleyball team. He is a 
three-time Mid-Penn Conference 
and District III qualifier. He will 
continue to swim at Shippensburg 
University, where he will major in 
special education.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Seven Lower Dauphin High School student-athletes announced their college choices to friends and family Wednesday, Feb. 6. They are, from left, Jarek 
Bacon, Jordon Spagnolo, Sydney Koons, Kyler Wuestner, Blake Cassel, Jacquelyn Endy and Alec Burger.

Lower Dauphin student-athletes 
announce decisions for college 

Two Middletown football stand-
outs officially announced their col-
lege choices on Wednesday, Feb. 6.

Both had previously said where 
they planned to attend via Twitter.

Running back Richie Sykes will 
play at Sacred Heart University in 
Fairfield, Connecticut.

Sykes also had an offer from 
Duquesne University in Pitts-
burgh. 

Sykes came to Middletown last 
season as a senior after playing 
previously at Red Land.

On Sept. 21, he scored five 

touchdowns in a 48-40 win over 
Steelton-Highspire: by run, pass, 
interception and kick return. He 
scored on a 5-yard pass, had scor-
ing runs of  68 and 39 yards from 
scrimmage, returned an intercep-
tion 55 yards for a touchdown, and 
raced 88 yards on a kickoff return 
for his fifth score.

He was a Mid-Penn All Star first 
team playing defensive back, a 
Mid-Penn All Star first team as a 
return specialist, and a Mid-Penn 
All Star first team as a running 
back.

Sykes ended his senior season 
with more than 1,200 rushing 
yards and 22 total touchdowns, 
including 15 on the ground.

Cole Senior, a two-time all-state 
defensive lineman, plans to play 
football at Bloomsburg University.

Senior is a two-time Pennsyl-
vania Football Writers’ Class 3A 
all-state selection. 

His play helped lead the Blue 
Raiders to three straight District 3 
championships and three straight 
Class 3A state championship 
games.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Middletown’s Richie Sykes (Sacred Heart) and Cole Senior (Bloomsburg) made their college choices official Feb. 6.

Raiders Sykes, Senior sign with colleges
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCH SERVICES

To list your church service here, call 717-944-4628 
or email info@pressandjournal.com for more information.

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown
717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF
Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

New Beginnings Church 
at the Riverside Chapel
630 South Union St., Middletown • 717-388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 717-944-4322
Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown
Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Sunday Worship - 10 am 
Sunday Church School  - 9 am - for all ages
Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   
Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown
PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Phone 717-944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street, Middletown • 717-944-5835
Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of  441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766 
Sunday Worship:
Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am
Christian Child Care - 717-985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown
717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 
Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Calvary church has been a part of  the Middle-
town Borough community since 1936. It has been 
our privilege to proclaim the good news of  Jesus 
Christ all these years and to do so knowing the 
good news has never changed in over 2000 years. 
We firmly hold to the Apostles’ Creed and the 
Westminster Confession of  Faith and its Larger 
and Shorter Catechisms as clearly teaching what 
Scripture teaches. If  we believe the Gospel of  
Christ, then by trusting in his death and resur-

rection for sinners we will be forgiven and saved from God’s wrath. 
Please join us each Sunday to hear the Gospel. Learn more at: www.
calvaryopc.com. 

Our worship services are at 
10:15 a.m. and 6 p.m. We are 
located at the corner of  Spruce 
and Emaus streets here in 
Middletown. We have a fellow-
ship meal following the 10:15 a.m. 
morning worship service on the 
first Sunday of  every month, free 

to all who come. We also have 
Sunday school classes for all ages 
at 9 a.m. and a Bible Study and 
prayer meeting each Wednesday 
at 7 p.m. We are studying the 
power of  prayer on Wednesday 
nights. 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Ebenezer United Methodist Church and Child-
care, 890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown invites 
everyone to join us for worship on Sunday 
mornings lead by Pastor Brad Gilbert.  Our 
services are relaxed and casual. We offer a 
traditional service at 8:45 a.m. and a contempo-
rary service with a band (electric guitars) at 10:45 
a.m. At 10 a.m., between services, there is a 
variety of  Christian Education classes for all 
ages. 

 We have several things hap-
pening at Ebenezer and all are 
welcome. There is a prayer time, 
“Partners in Prayer” that meets 
the first Monday of  each month 
at 7 p.m. Through scripture, 
song, and meditation we experi-
ence the joy of  God’s presence. 

Have a favorite board game? 
“Game Night” is every third 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. We also offer 
a variety of  other groups includ-
ing Bible studies. 

 Any questions please call us 
at 717-939-0766 or e-mail us at 
ebenezerumc890@outlook.com.

Evangelical United Methodist Church 
Evangelical Church meets on the corner of  
Spruce and Water Streets at 157 E. Water St., 
Middletown, south of  Main St., behind the 
Turkey Hill convenience store. We invite you to 
attend our Sunday morning activities: Sunday 
school is at 9 a.m. and worship is at 10:15 a.m. 
When you walk in the door, you will see people of  
all ages and walks of  life, some dressed formally 
and others casually in jeans and sneakers. Come 
as you are.

 Our greeters wear nametags, 
so they are easy to find and they 
will be happy to help you if  you 
need any assistance or have a 
question. We celebrate com-
munion the first Sunday of  each 
month. In the spirit of  Jesus 
Christ, and as a congregation in 
the United Methodist Church, 
we welcome all (baptized or un-
baptized) to partake of  the holy 
sacrament. We invite you to ex-
perience life at Evangelical UMC. 
Whether you are looking for a 
community, are lonely, searching 
for the meaning of  life, or want 
to know more about Jesus, our 
doors are open for you. Check 
our website to learn more about 
us: www.eumch.org.

 This week’s worship assis-
tants are as follows: Pastor – Lee 
Ellenberger; Liturgist – Kathy 
Frisbie; Organist – Don Cowsert; 
Choir Director – Erich Schlicher; 

Children’s Time – Lee Ellenberg-
er; Audio Visual – Steve Moyer, 
Jamal Warren and Justin Hahn; 
Head Usher – Shirley Kupp; 
Greeters – Eleanor Jane Sankey 
and Lori Yeich; Nursery Caregiv-
ers – Deb Lidle and Joyce Moyer.

 This week’s schedule of  activi-
ties is as follows:

  Wed., Feb. 13: 6 p.m., Alcohol-
ics Anonymous Group Book 
Study; 6:30 p.m., Choir rehearsal.

 Thurs., Feb. 14: 10 a.m., Inter-
faith Council at Seven Sorrows 
R.C. Church.

 Sun., Feb. 17: 9 a.m., Sunday 
school; 10:15 a.m., Worship Ser-
vice.

 Mon., Feb. 18: 4:30 p.m., Com-
munity Dinner. 

  Tues., Feb. 19: 2 p.m., Prayer 
Shawl; 6 p.m., God’s Kitchen at 
Wesley, meal provided by Wesley 
United Methodist Church.

New Beginnings Church of Middletown
We are an independent body of  believers offering 
God’s invitation for a new beginning to all who 
seek it. We exist to meet the spiritual, emotional 
and physical needs of  all people through faith in 
Jesus Christ. We are a Safe Sanctuary congrega-
tion. New Beginnings Church invites you to 
worship with us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
Nursery and children’s church is provided. Our 
congregation meets at Riverside Chapel, 630 S. 
Union St., next to the Rescue Fire Company. 

Sunday School for all ages is at 9 a.m. 
We are handicap accessible via 

ramp at back door. For additional 
church information call 717-
944-9595. For security purposes 
our back and side doors will be 
locked every Sunday morning at 
10:30 a.m. at the start of  worship. 
The only door for entry after that 
will be the front door.

 The community is invited to 
our new contemporary service 
on Monday evenings at 

7 p.m. entitled “New Begin-
nings Unchained Worship Fel-
lowship.” Persons who have no 
church affiliation or are seeking 
to grow in their faith in their 
relationship with God are in-
vited. We invite you to come and 
check out our new service.

 Sundays: Children’s choir 
rehearsal Sundays at 10 a.m.; 
Youth Fellowship meets Sunday 
evening from 5 to 7 p.m. 

 Mondays: Men meet every 
Monday morning for prayer 
at 6 a.m. Community men are 
welcome; Sociable Seniors group 
meets the 1st and 3rd Mondays 
from 1 to 3 p.m. All are welcome.

 Wednesdays: Craft Group 
meets at 1 p.m.; Choir practice at 
6:30 p.m.

  Thursdays: Blanket makers 
meet the 1st and 2nd Thursdays 
of  the month at 9 a.m.; Interces-
sory Prayer meets at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by Bible Study at 7 p.m.

 Saturdays: We clean the 
Middletown Food Bank the 3rd 
Saturday every other month. The 
community is invited to partici-
pate in these important areas of  
our church life.

 Greeter for February: Dick 
Wagner. Children’s Church 
leaders for Sun., Feb. 17: Carol 
Helman and Nancy Leister. 
February ushers: Lorraine and 
Bob Houser and Jackie and Sam 
Rainal.

 Our prayer garden in the rear 
of  the yard has an 8-foot cross 
that is made out of  nails. From 
spring to winter benches are 
provided to use to meditate or 
just enjoy the beauty and quiet-
ness along the Swatara Creek.

 Pastor Britt writes a daily 
devotional on the Facebook page 
“Pastor Britt Strohecker.” 

 Our Sunday worship service 
is broadcast on the MAHS radio 
station, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. 
every Sunday afternoon. Listen 
on the radio or the Internet at 
www.pennlive.com/wmss/audio. 
Check us out on our website at 
www.newbeginningschurchmid-
dletownpa.com.

 Pastor Britt’s parting words 
each Sunday: “Nothing in this 
world is more important than the 
love of  Jesus Christ!” We invite 
you to come and experience this 
love.

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
The Presbyterian Congregation is located at 290 
N. Union St. in downtown Middletown. We are a 
body of  Christian people who reach out to others 
by sharing God’s Word, love, and fellowship. 
Warm greetings to one and all as we seek to grow 
closer to our Lord Jesus Christ. Please join us on 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. as Pastor Christian Neu-
baum leads us in worship. Our sanctuary is 
air-conditioned and handicapped accessible, and 
there are also hearing devices for anyone want-

ing to use one. Nursery is available during the service, as well as 
Bible Listening bags for children to utilize during the service. Do 
join us!

 Adult Forum resumes this 
week. You are invited on Sun-
days from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. in 
Fellowship Hall for our Adult 
Forum, an opportunity to learn 
more about the Bible and issues 
of  concern to Christians! All are 
welcome as we study the Bible 
and reflect on how the scriptures 
can inform and inspire us to 
“walk the talk” in our daily lives 
and to be responsible and faith-
ful Christians as we confront the 
critical issues of  our time. The 
theme for February is “May the 
Peace of  Christ Be With You – 
Faith Communities in Action!” 
This week we are joined by 
Saima Muntaz, who is a member 
of  Hadee Mosque Ahmadiyya 

Muslim Community in Harris-
burg and a member of  the Pre-
vention & Education Committee 
of  the Community Responders 
Network, a grassroots coalition 
committed to confronting and 
preventing incidents of  bias in 
Central PA.

 Our electronic newsletter can 
be accessed anytime at www.pc-
mdt.org...click on “resources”…
click on “newsletter.” (These 
are PDF files should open with 
Adobe Acrobat). For further in-
formation, see our website www.
pcmdt.org, visit our Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/Pres-
byterianCongregation), or call 
the office.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring & Union 
Streets (121 N. Spring St), Middletown. We are a 
Reconciling In Christ Church. Visit our website 
at www.stpetersmiddletown.org. Please join us 
for worship. Our worship times are: Sunday 
morning worship at 10 a.m. Sunday Church 
school for all ages begins at 9 a.m.; Wednesday 
morning at 10 a.m., Good Shepherd Chapel; 
Saturday evening at 5 p.m., Good Shepherd 
Chapel. Please enter the church through the 

parking lot door. Our Sunday worship service is broadcast at 11 a.m. 
on WMSS 91.1FM.

Church: Sat., Feb. 16: 5 p.m., 
Holy Communion – Good Shep-
herd Chapel – Everyone is 
welcome.

 Sun., Feb. 17: 10 a.m., Holy 
Communion – everyone is wel-
come.

 Wed., Feb. 20: 10 a.m., Holy 
Communion – Good Shepherd 
Chapel - everyone is welcome.

Save The Date - Sun., Feb. 17; 10 
a.m. service. Polka Mass with the 
Heidelberg Brass Band.

 Free Little Library: St. Peter’s 
has a Free Little Library located 
at the entrance door by the park-
ing lot. This Free Little Library 
belongs to everyone. Anyone may 
use it. The books are always free. 
It is not necessary to give a book 
to take a book. Come take a look, 
read a book!

 Interfaith Area Council Month 
of  Caring – February: Please 
donate to your church, syna-
gogue, or directly to the Middle-
town Food Pantry to help those 
in this community in our need. 
See needs below in Food Pantry 
News or monetary donations 
can be mailed to Middletown 
Interfaith Council, P.O. Box 207, 

Middletown, PA 17057. Middle-
town Interfaith Council Meeting 
will be held at 10 a.m. on Thurs., 
Feb. 14, at Seven Sorrows BVM 
Church.

 Food Pantry News: Especially 
needed are personal care/toiletry 
items: toilet tissue, deodorants, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, sham-
poos, conditioners, cotton swabs, 
tissues, soap, paper towels, etc. 
Items collected are taken to the 
Middletown Area Interfaith Food 
Pantry located at 201 Wyoming 
Street, Royalton. Individuals 
may also take items directly to 
the food pantry, which is open 
Tuesdays and Fridays, from 10 
a.m. to 12:30 pm. The Community 
Action Commission office is open 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
at the same location. Food Pantry 
Sunday is March 3 (the first Sun-
day of  each month).

 Check us out on Facebook - St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church Middle-
town, PA. Go ahead “like” our 
Facebook page. Remember, if  you 
“Like” and “Follow” us on Face-
book when there are new “posts” 
you will be notified. 

Sheriff’s office 
says jury duty 
calls are scams

Gas prices inch higher,  
a sign of what is to come

The Dauphin County Sheriff’s 
Office once again is warning 
about a phone scam targeting 
residents.

In a recent case, the victim 
lost $2,000, Sheriff  Nicholas 
Chimienti Jr. said.

Chimienti said his staff has 
received numerous complaints 
over the past few days about 
scammers claiming to be from 
the sheriff’s office. The scam-
mers indicate to the victim they 
are in contempt of  court for fail-
ure to show up for jury duty at 
the Dauphin County Courthouse 
on Market Street. Scammers 
indicate that a judge has issued 
an arrest warrant for the victim, 
who will be taken directly to 
prison. Scammers are using real 
names of  employees who work at 
the courthouse.

Scammers initially tell vic-
tims they must report to the 
courthouse with $1,500 cash or 
be detained. The scammer then 
requests the victim to purchase 
prepaid Visa cards or Money-
Pak cards in $500 increments at 
local pharmacies, businesses or 
grocery stores. 

The scammer then tells vic-
tims they must stay on the 
telephone the entire time while 
the victim drives to a local store 
or pharmacy to purchase the 
money cards. 

The scammers are very con-
vincing and intimidating as this 
is all part of  the scam, and then 
they talk the victim into reveal-
ing the redemption code on the 
back of  the card and retrieve the 
money instantly, Chimienti said.

The sheriff ’s office also is 
warning local retailers and 
clerks of  grocery stores and 
pharmacies that anyone try-
ing to purchase these cards in 
$500 increments while the vic-

tim is on the 
phone should 
be aware and 
notify the vic-
tim as soon as 
possible.

If  you or 
s o m e o n e 
yo u  k n ow 
receives  a 
threatening call from someone 
claiming to be from the sheriff’s 
office, do not share sensitive 
information and report the call 
instead, Chimienti said.

The sheriff’s office does not 
require anyone to provide sensi-
tive information by telephone, 
nor require the purchase of  any 
kind of  monetary device to avoid 
arrest. 

The scammers use a spoofing 
website to show that the phone 
call is originating from the sher-
iff’s office on the victim’s caller 
ID, leading a victim to believe 
it is legitimate, Chimienti said. 

It’s a very deceptive scam and 
hard to trace, he added.

Anyone who has been a vic-
tim of  this scam should try to 
document as much information 
as possible, such as a name, 
call-back number or email 
address, without giving away 
their personal information, 
Chimienti said. Victims should 
save receipts for the purchase of  
the cards. 

The worst part of  this type of  
scam is many people will not 
report it because it is embarrass-
ing, Chimienti said.

People receiving a suspicious 
call or phone message and 
victims should file a complaint 
regarding these scams by calling 
their local police or the attorney 
general’s Bureau of  Consumer 
Protection’s toll-free helpline 
number at 800-441-2555.

Gasoline prices in Harrisburg 
rose 1.6 cents per gallon last 
week, averaging $2.40 a gallon 
Sunday, according to GasBud-
dy’s daily survey of  241 stations 
in Harrisburg. 

This compares with the na-
tional average that increased 0.7 
cents per gallon vs. last week to 
$2.28, according to GasBuddy.

Average gasoline prices Feb. 
11 in Harrisburg have ranged 
widely over the last five years: 
$2.83 in 2018, $2.43 in 2017, $1.92 
in 2016, $2.34 in 2015 and $3.49 
in 2014. 

Prices Sunday were 42.7 cents 
per gallon lower than a year 
ago and are 1.2 cents per gallon 
higher than a month ago. The 
national average increased 3.1 
cents per gallon during the last 
month and stands 28.8 cents per 
gallon lower than a year ago.

Areas near Harrisburg and 
their current gas price climate:
Lancaster: $2.43, up 2.7 cents per 
gallon from last week.
Reading: $2.45, up 0.6 cents.
York: $2.42, up 3.6 cents.

“The national average price of  
gasoline barely nudged higher 
last week, driven primarily by 

stations hiking prices notably in 
the Great Lakes early last week, 
pushing the national average to 
$2.30 per gallon midweek before 
those states saw stations again 
cutting prices and chiseling away 
at the nation’s average price 
over the weekend,” said Patrick 
DeHaan, head of  petroleum 
analysis for GasBuddy. “With 
oil prices sinking last week to 
$51 per barrel on concerns over 
a slowdown in trade talks with 
China, many states saw a re-
spite in gas prices. However, as 
pipeline specifications begin to 
shift toward the first step toward 
summer gasoline requirements 
in the weeks ahead, the overhang 
in gasoline inventories will likely 
start to dry up and push gas 
prices higher.”

“[T]he overhang in 
gasoline inventories will 
likely start to dry up and 
push gas prices higher.”

Patrick DeHaan, head of 
petroleum analysis for 
GasBuddy

Chimienti
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ARIES March 21-April 20
Spend more time daydream-
ing. Even though it may 
seem to run counter to being 
productive, you may find some 
inspiration to get things done. 
TAURUS April 21-May 21
You may not take the same 
path or go in the same direc-
tion as the masses. But you 
find the finish line neverthe-
less. Keep tracking your own 
trail. 
GEMINI May 22-June 21
A few blips on the radar 
may give you pause. But no 
obstacle is going to keep you 
from your final goal this week. 
You are ready to forge ahead.

CANCER June 22-July 22
No matter how much time you 
set aside, you seem to keep 
playing catch up. You may 
need to realize that a few extra 
helping hands will make a 
lighter load of your tasks. 
LEO July 23-Aug. 23
You can’t contain your excite-
ment or keep a secret this 
week. Avoid seeking secrets 
because you might let the cat 
out of the bag and don’t want 
to disappoint.
VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22
Do not try to take control of a 
situation on which you have 
a tenuous grasp, Virgo. Other 
things of greater importance 

require your attention.
LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23
Domestic bliss describes your 
life at this point. You may have 
welcomed a new baby or pet 
into the family, and you are 
enjoying this new dynamic. 
SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22
Even though you may have 
had to jump over many hurdles 
of late, you will come through 
stronger for having done so. 
SAGITTARIUS Nov. 23-Dec. 21
A demand for your attention 
reaches a fever pitch. You may 
not know what is spurring on 
this sort of popularity, but you 
are anxious to enjoy every 
minute of it.

CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
Big changes are on the 
horizon. It could be a new job 
opportunity or maybe a reloca-
tion if you have been thinking 
of making a fresh start.
AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18
Even though you may have 
to go out on a limb and out of 
your comfort zone, you may 
find that doing so gives you the 
fresh perspective you’ve been 
seeking.
PISCES Feb. 19-March 20
Ask someone to remind you 
of an important deadline, as 
you have been a little scatter-
brained as of late. Don’t let this 
pass you by.

ACROSS
 1. Chop or cut
 4. Political action 

committee
 7. Male parent
10. Doctors’ group
11. Ottoman military 

commander
12. A metal-bearing 

natural material
13. Lively ballroom 

dance
15. Male Gypsy
16. Once-popular 

card game
19. Occurred just 

once
21. __ Streisand, 

singer
23. Shiny yellow 

minerals
24. Get hitched again
25. See (Latin)
26. Lies between 

the Caspian and 
Persian Gulf

27. Scourges
30. Sentence

34. Supervises flying
35. Bar bill
36. Alfalfa
41. Type of dishwash-

er soap
45. Witnesses
46. Ancient Italian-

Greek colony
47. Newspapers need 

them
50. Discuss again
54. Small group with 

shared interests
55. Support
56. Wool
57. Take hold of
59. Likely the first 

Meso-American 
civilization

60. Woman (French)
61. Automobile
62. Popular Georgia 

rockers
63. Soviet Socialist 

Republic
64. A major division 

of geological time

65. Make an effort

DOWN
 1. Czech monetary 

unit
 2. Able to arouse 

feeling
 3. Elk
 4. Muscular weak-

nesses
 5. Earlier
 6. Lightweight fabric
 7. One who greets
 8. Soldiers some-

times wear one
 9. Officially prohibit
13. US political party
14. Used of a number 

or amount not 
specified

17. Make a mistake
18. Biopic starring 

Jamie Foxx
20. Ancient Media 

inhabitant
22. About aviation
27. Popular American 

sports league

28. Cologne
29. Partner to cheese
31. When you’ll get 

there
32. Not pleased
33. One point east 

(clockwise) of due 
north

37. Respects
38. Shake up
39. Ethiopian river
40. Intrinsic nature of 

something
41. Principal parts of 

the brain
42. Brews
43. Where ships dock
44. One who wassails
47. Shock treatment
48. Popular average
49. Things
51. A type of “bear”
52. Utilize
53. European Eco-

nomic Community
58. Swiss river
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Valentine’s 
Day word 
search

Anniversary
Arrow
Bouquet
Candy
Cards
Celebration

Chocolate
Cupcake
Cupid
Dessert
Doves
Embrace
Feelings
Flirt
Flowers
Gifts

Hearts
Holiday
Hug
Jewelry
Kiss
Lace
Love
Marriage
Memories
Music

Poem
Relationship
Romance
Roses
Saint
Serenade
Sweet
Tradition
Valentine
Woo

HOROSCOPE  |  WEEK OF FEB. 13

PUZZLES AND HOROSCOPE
SUDOKU  

Guess Who? answer: Rob Thomas

Puzzles are a 9-by-9 
grid, broken down into 
nine 3-by-3 boxes. 
Nos. 1 through 9 must 
fill each row, column 
and box. Each number 
can appear only once 
in each row, column 
and box. Figure out the 
order by using the nu-
meric clues provided. 
The more you name, 
the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle.

GUESS WHO? (answer below Word Search)

I am a singer who was born in Germany on Feb. 14, 
1972. I played in a few bands since 1995, but I made 
it big with my current band before doing some solo 
work. One of my biggest hits features a smooth guitar 
legend.

Three Middletown boys who are all gradu-
ates of  the Middletown High School and all 
of  whom were friends in civilian life are 
stationed at the Air Service Command Depot 
in England. 

They are: Sgt. William P. Myers, 11 W. 
Main St.; Cpl. Kenneth K. Snavely, 139 E 
Main St. and Cpl. Newell A. Shireman, 202 
N. Catherine St. 

The trio are assigned as clerks in ware-
houses at the England Depot, which is one 
of  the many bases in England helping to 
keep supplies and equipment moving in the 
support of  the advancing Allied armies in 
Europe. 

Myers is the husband of  Mrs. Elizabeth A. 
Myers, Steelton, and the son of  Mr. and Mrs. 
Percy Myers, Centre Square, town. 

Before entering the Army in July 1943, he 
worked for the Rome, New York, Air Service 
Command Depot, as a supervisor. 

Snavely is the son of  Mrs. William J. Moore, 
town. Before entering the Army in July 1943, 
he worked at the Rome Air Service Command 
as a supervisor. He is a member of  the Union 
Hose Company, No. 1, town. 

Shireman is the husband of  Mrs. Margaret 
Myers Shireman, formerly of  Centre Square, 
town, and a son of  Edward L. Shireman, town. 

Before entering the Army in June 1943, 
he worked for the Middletown Air Service 
Command as a storekeeper. He has a brother, 
William H. Shireman, who is a private in the 
U.S. Army.

Myers graduated in 1936, Snavely and 
Shireman in 1933.

Other headlines
• Highspire folks are injured in collision
• Infantile paralysis drive ends Feb. 15
• Sisters die within 18 hours of  each other in Mount Joy

News from the Friday, Feb. 9, 1945, edition of  the Press & Journal

Hot buys
• Herman U. Horst’s second annual Spotted Poland China sale, 

1 p.m. Feb. 22. 50 bred gilts, 10 fall boars and 5 service boars. C.S. 
Erb and Company Sales Barn, Middletown.

• Men’s good-looking shirts, fancy patterns and plain colors, 
full cut and well made. $1.75 to $2.46. Melman’s, South Union 
Street, Middletown.

Area soldier freed in Luzon prison raid; Felty prisoner of Germans

Sgt. William P. Myers, Cpl. Kenneth K. Snavely and Cpl. Newell A. Shireman read news from home while 
stationed in England.

Tech. Sgt. Dawin O. Patrick, son 
of  Mr. and Mrs., Oliver Patrick, 48 
E. High St., Hummelstown, was 
among the 513 prisoners rescued 
by American Rangers and Filipino 
guerrillas in a daring raid on a 
Luzon prison camp. 

Patrick is the first of  about 50 
men from this area to be released 
from a Jap prison camp and the 
second Hummelstown prisoner to 
get back safely with the American 
forces. 

Tech. Sgt, Charles E. Bistline, an 

aerial gunner, was released from 
a Rumanian prison camp Sept. 1, 
1944, and has since spent a 30-day 
furlough at his home. 

Another Hummelstown soldier 
known to be a prisoner is Lt. War-
ren Felty, whose wife was Martha 
Weirich, Pine Street, Middletown. 
He is a German prisoner. 

Patrick is a graduate of  the 
Hummelstown High School, class 
of  1939, and he had been manager 
of  athletic teams. He enlisted in 
the Army Medical Corps on Feb. 

5, 1940, and after brief  training at 
Fort Slocum, New York, he was 
sent to the Philippines, where he 
was attached to the staff of  Stern 
berg General Hospital, Manila, in 
May 1940. 

While working in an Army 
library in Manilla, he helped 
gather material for the book “The 
Cathedrals and Ancient Churches 
of  the Philippines.” 

He was taken prisoner follow-
ing the fall of  Corregidor in May 
1942, and he was interned in the 

Jap Military Prison Camp No. 1 
at Manila. 

It was not until the next Febru-
ary, however, that Patrick’s par-
ents definitely learned that he was 
a prisoner. Since that time, they 
received several postcards from 
him in the last two years. 

The last letter Mrs. Patrick re-
ceived from her son was written 
March 6, 1942, at which time he 
was on Bataan and was in good 
health, but the letter was not re-
ceived until the following August. 

Local boys stationed together in England$20,000 verdict given 
against D.W. Berstler

A jury in Dauphin County 
Common Pleas Court, at Har-
risburg, before President Judge 
Hargest, last Friday afternoon, 
awarded $20,000 to Miss Freda P. 
McNeal, Huntingdon County, in 
her damage suit against Donald 
Wilson Berstler, R.D. Elizabeth-
town, and formerly employed in 
Middletown. 

The jury found that Miss 
McNeal lost her right leg below 
the knee as the result of  injuries 
received on June 4, 1944, when 
she was struck by Berstler’s au-
tomobile near the Penn-Harris 
Airport. Attorneys for Berstler 
recently filed an application for 
parole, but this was denied by the 

Dauphin County Courts. 
Berstler had been sentenced 

to jail after being convicted of  
charges of  failing to stop and 
render assistance following the 
accident in which Miss McNeal 
was injured. Due to the fact that 
Berstler was a war-worker, he 
was sentenced to serve his jail 
term on weekends. 

During the testimony in court, 
it was shown that the girl was 
pinned against a guard rail de-
spite the efforts of  a companion 
to pull her to safety, and it was al-
leged that Berstler left the scene 
and went to the home of  a sister 
in Hummelstown, returning to 
the scene later in the night.

Damages were placed at more 
than $2,000 when a fire of  unde-
termined origin partly destroyed 
a converted apartment building 
at the rear of  221 E. Main St., 
Hummelstown, on Tuesday 
night. 

Two families were forced to 
flee in the icy weather to the 
homes of  nearby relatives. Upon 
investigation, it was found that 
the fire, which started on the 
first floor of  the one-time garage 

on the property of  Homer Hum-
mel Strickler, attorney, ate its 
way quickly to the roof  of  the 
two-story frame building before 
it was discovered shortly after 
midnight by Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
Seesholtz, occupants of one of the 
second-floor apartments. 

They roused Mr. and Mrs. 
Charles Brunner and their infant 
daughter, Patsy, in the adjoining 
apartment and then sounded an 
alarm. 

Apartment fire causes $2,000 damage
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EDITORIALVIEWS

What will help 
inspire you to 
random acts 
of kindness?

There are good and giving 
people all around us.

When you get depressed or 
distracted by national poli-
tics, or even local flareups, 
or when you hear of  random 
acts of  violence in central 
Pennsylvania and you won-
der what this world is coming 
to, keep that simple fact in 
mind.

Because people doing ran-
dom acts of  kindness, even 
small ones, can change lives.

Dave Lidle is one of  those 
people. He has made the 
“subway” that goes under the 
railroad tracks behind Karns 
on South Union Street his 
personal project. In 2017, we 
reported on how he cleaned 
up the trash and graffiti in 
the subway, something he 
says he continues to do twice 
a week.

Now, he has added more 
positive acts. Lidle has been 
hanging the bags at the 
entrance to the subway for 
several weeks. They contain 
hats, gloves, scarves and 
socks. He has refilled the 
fence six times and estimates 
that he has left about 150 
pieces of  clothing, which he 
buys at Dollar Tree.

People can take what they 
need, no questions asked, he 
told our Laura Hayes for a 
recent story.

“It’s my way of  helping out 
in the way that I can,” he told 
us.

Phrases such as “Be kind” 
and words such as “Love” 
are written on the back of  
the bags. The front of  the bag 
reads, “I am not lost … please 
take me!! God bless you!”

Lidle said he was inspired 
after he saw a news report 
of  someone doing something 
similar in York.

Will his story inspire you 
to do your own acts? We real-

ize you might not have the 
time or means to do some-
thing like Dave Lidle is doing, 
but if  you look around, there 
are always opportunities.

Sometimes just giving a 
few dollars can make a differ-
ence.

Donations are being ac-
cepted at Kuppy’s Diner to 
help a Middletown man, a 
Navy veteran, who lost most 
of  his possessions in a house 
fire in the 600 block of  South 
Union Street recently.

Kevan Kern was sleep-
ing on the couch downstairs 
when his barking Rottweiler 
woke him.

Two GoFundMe cam-
paigns have been started to 
raise money for Kern, and 
they have raised more than 
$2,000, in addition to what is 
taken in at Kuppy’s. Kudos to 
those who are able to give.

We don’t know what you 
can do. It is up to you to 
decide how simple random 
acts can make our com-
munity better. But if  you 
look around, opportunities 
abound.

You also might want to 
keep a date in mind: Feb. 17. 
That is Random Acts of  Kind-
ness Day (yes, everything has 
its own day nowadays). You 
can go to www.randomact-
sofkindness.org for details 
— and for suggestions. Some 
are easy and cost nothing. 
Pick up trash around town. 
Ask a senior about their past. 
Tutor someone. Be polite on 
the road. Write a positive 
comment on a website or blog 
(yes, positive comments are 
allowed on social media!).

Do something. You just 
might find you like it and 
want to do it again. And 
again.

You can make the world a 
better place.

As we mark President Lincoln’s birthday, heed his words of insight

In these times of  extreme rhet-
oric and deep political divisions, 
consider the words of  President 
Abraham Lincoln, whose birth-
day we celebrated Feb. 12: “Folks 
are usually about as happy as 
they make their minds up to be.”

Lincoln’s contemporaries at-
tacked him in editorials, speech-
es, journals, diaries and private 
letters. Even without Twitter 
and social media, they criti-
cized his upbringing, his lack of  
formal education, and even his 
appearance.

Harper’s Weekly told readers: 
“He is not a brilliant orator; he 
is not a great leader.” An Ohio 
congressman agreed: Lincoln “is 
universally an admitted failure, 
has no will, no courage, no ex-
ecutive capacity.”

A New Yorker wrote Lincoln 
was “a barbarian, Scythian, ya-
hoo or gorilla.” After a Cabinet 
meeting, Lincoln’s own attorney 

general wrote in his diary: “I 
greatly fear he has not the power 
to command.”

Union commanding Gen. 
George McClellan called him 
“a coward,” “an idiot” and “the 
original gorilla.” McClellan 
once slighted Lincoln, who was 
waiting in the general’s house. 
McClellan ignored the president 
and went to bed, leaving him in 
the parlor.

Lincoln shouldered the blame 
as McClellan’s and other gen-
erals’ failures mounted and 
Republicans turned on him. 
Michigan Republican Sen. 
Zachariah Chandler said he was 
“timid, vacillating and ineffi-
cient.” Maine Republican Wil-
liam Fessenden called Lincoln 
“weak as water.”

Abolitionist Wendell Phillips 
lamented: “Abraham Lincoln 
sits today a more unlimited 
despot than the world knows 
this side of  China.” Fellow abo-
litionist Elizabeth Cady Stanton 
called him “Dishonest Abe” and 
opposed his renomination.

Republican Sen. Charles Sum-
ner also opposed the president’s 
renomination: “There is a strong 

feeling 
among 
those 
who have 
seen Mr. 
Lincoln, 
in the 
way of  
business, 
that he 
lacks 
practical 
talent for 
his im-
portant 
place.”

Some Northern newspapers 
actually called for Lincoln’s 
assassination. In the days after 
the assassination, William Lloyd 
Garrison Jr. called his murder 
“providential.”

Nonetheless, Lincoln was gra-
cious in dealing with his critics: 
“Do I not destroy my enemies 
when I make them my friends?” 
He would add: “Let us speak no 
more of  these things.” He also 
met with detractors, asking: 
“Why does he not come and have 
a talk with me?”

Meetings were important to 
Lincoln. No matter how busy he 

was, he found time to meet, often 
using stories to make points: 
“They say I tell a great many 
stories. I reckon I do; but I have 
learned from long experience 
that plain people, take them as 
they run, are more easily influ-
enced through the medium of  a 
broad and humorous illustration 
than in any other way.”

While contemporary criti-
cisms of  Lincoln have long been 
forgotten, his words haven’t, like 
the conclusion of  his Gettysburg 
Address: “government of  the 
people, by the people, for the 
people shall not perish from the 
Earth.”

Likewise, his second Inau-
gural Address (with future 
assassin John Wilkes Booth 
in attendance): “With malice 
toward none; with charity for 
all; with firmness in the right, 
as God gives us to see the right, 
let us strive on to finish the work 
we are in; to bind up the nation’s 
wounds; to care for him who 
shall have borne the battle, and 
for his widow, and his orphan 
— to do all which may achieve 
and cherish a just, and a lasting 
peace, among ourselves, and 
with all nations.”

Despite the attacks on him, 
Abraham Lincoln always 
remained focused on the good 
of  the country: “America will 
never be destroyed from the 
outside. If  we falter and lose our 
freedoms, it will be because we 
destroyed ourselves.”

Hopefully, we can do the same 
in the face of  our critics.

Mike Folmer is a Republican 
member of  the Pennsylvania 
Senate whose 48th District in-
cludes Middletown. His Capitol 
office telephone number is 717-
787-5708.

 Last year, nearly 50 of  our 
neighbors fled Pennsylvania 
every day. They moved to grow-
ing states like Texas, Florida 
and North Carolina, seeking 
opportunity.

Meanwhile, we literally 
can’t pay businesses enough to 
come here. Recall that Amazon 
rejected $5 billion in taxpayer-
funded bribes and set up “HQ2” 
elsewhere.

It’s time to ask ourselves why 
families and job creators are 
fleeing. The fact is, our burden-
some taxes are pushing people 
away. The last thing we need 
is to raise the cost of  starting a 
family or opening a business in 
Pennsylvania.

That’s why it was refreshing 
to hear Gov. Tom Wolf  launch 
his budget proposal last week 
touting “no new taxes.” Maybe 
he recognizes that slipping 
favored businesses $847 million 
each year isn’t working—and 
that our corporate income tax, 
second-highest in America, has 
something to do with that.

But Wolf’s rhetoric is bi-
zarrely disingenuous. Just days 
earlier, the governor called 
for one of  the highest natural 
gas taxes in the nation to fund 
a $4.5 billion borrowing plan. 
This energy tax won’t just hit 
drilling companies. More than 

2.7 million Pennsylvania 
households heat their 
homes with natural gas. 

When utilities are 
expensive for families and 
businesses, the cost of  liv-
ing soars.

While Wolf  did propose 
lowering our corporate tax rate, 
he also glossed over systemic 
problems—unbalanced budgets, 
corrupt favoritism, and exces-
sive spending—with good-
sounding rhetoric. He talked 
most about growing govern-
ment, proposing new commis-
sions, initiatives, and increases 
to some of  the state’s largest 
cost drivers.

More of  the same isn’t going 
to turn Pennsylvania into a 
destination state. It’s time to 
break from the past and grow 
government sustainably. That 
means keeping spending at a 
rate Pennsylvanians can afford.

The Taxpayer Protection Act, 
which passed the House last 
session and both the House and 
Senate in prior years, would 
accomplish this by limiting 
spending to the rate of  infla-
tion plus population growth. 
Unfortunately, Wolf  is headed 
in wrong direction, proposing 
$34.1 billion in spending — well 
beyond the TPA limit.

Wolf  is right that education 
is key to a thriving workforce, 
but a great education system 
isn’t measured by how much we 
spend — it’s measured by how 
well it serves students. Penn-
sylvania ranks among the top 
10 education spenders, but too 

many of  our kids suffer from 
sub-par schools.

Meanwhile, tens of  thousands 
of  families want to escape low-
performing schools, but are 
denied access to scholarships 
that would make this possible. 
It’s time to raise the limits on 
these programs to meet par-
ents’ demand.

Our next generation of  
workers is 
extremely di-
verse, so why 
is our educa-
tion system 
one-size-fits-
all?

We’ll never 
have the 
workers we 
need if  thou-
sands of  able-bodied Pennsyl-
vanians have no incentive to get 
jobs. In October, Wolf  vetoed 
legislation that would have 
required work-capable adults 
without children to work or 
volunteer while receiving Med-
icaid benefits. That crucial bill 
would have helped transform 
lives, because only work can 
break the cycle of  poverty.

Focusing on outcomes works 
for education, social services, 
and criminal justice, too. 
Pennsylvania’s pioneering 
Justice Reinvestment Initia-
tive of  2012 caused an his-
toric decline in our state prison 
population while crime rates 
consistently dropped. As Wolf  
rightly pointed out, “We cannot 
comprehensively address our 
workforce development system 

without fixing our criminal 
justice system.”

That’s why momentum is 
building behind a second round 
of  criminal justice reforms. 
Eliminating red tape in our an-
tiquated probation and parole 
systems, reducing barriers to 
work such as occupational li-
censing, and focusing resources 
on local solutions will help 
individuals regain indepen-
dence and protect public safety. 
If  similar bills like the First 
Step Act can pass in polarized 
Washington, we can push these 
reforms over the finish line in 
Pennsylvania.

Crossing the aisle isn’t dead, 
in D.C. or in Harrisburg. The 
silver lining of  Wolf’s budget 
address is the vision we share 
— though we may disagree on 
solutions. In his speech, the 
governor lauded “our tradi-
tion of  limited government and 
individual responsibility,” and 
we wholeheartedly agree.

Pennsylvanians have what it 
takes to build a brighter fu-
ture for themselves and their 
families. 

If  the governor opens the 
door to smarter budgeting, 
educational opportunity, and 
welfare and criminal justice 
policies that strengthen our 
workforce, that future won’t be 
too far away.

Nathan Benefield is vice presi-
dent and COO for the Common-
wealth Foundation (common-
wealthfoundation.org), Pennsyl-
vania’s free market think tank.
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Wolf budget rhetoric meets reality

Your views are welcome
We want to hear from you. Send 
your letters to: letters@pressand-
journal.com, or 20 S. Union St., 
Middletown, Pa. 17057. Letters may 
be edited for accuracy, clarity and 
length.

Democrats and Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi have made it clear 
they want to transition away 
from fossil fuels to renewable 
energy sources, even as coun-
tries that could pose a serious 
threat to U.S. security and the 
economy double-down on their 
efforts to extract and control 
fossil fuels.

Upon being re-elected speak-
er, Pelosi claimed she would 
focus on what she called the 
“climate crisis” as “an econom-
ic decision for America’s global 
preeminence in green technol-
ogy; a security decision to keep 
us safe.”

By contrast, Russian Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin, unencum-
bered by an environmental vi-
sion of  a carbon-free economy, 
is engaged in a global effort to 
unite authoritarian regimes 
with significant fossil fuel 
reserves. 

Putin envisions a kind of  
“Dark OPEC” that controls 

enough of  the world’s 
crude oil and natural gas 
to control supply, dictate 
prices and engage in 
political mischief.

For example, Putin has 
been casting Venezuela's 
strongman President 

Nicolas Maduro a financial life-
line in return for a significant 
share of  several Venezuelan oil 
and natural gas fields. In addi-
tion, Venezuela has reportedly 
signed over a major share of  
Citgo, a U.S.-based but Venezu-
ela-owned oil refiner, pipeline 
transporter and marketer, as 
collateral for Russian-provided 
loans.

And Putin supplied Caracas 
with two Tu-160 supersonic 
bombers, which seems odd 
given the country can't feed 
its people, keep the electricity 
on or even supply toilet paper. 
Venezuela's problem is people 
fleeing, not countries threaten-
ing to take over.

Russia has also become heav-
ily involved in the Middle East, 
especially in ensuring Syrian 
President Bashar al-Assad 
remains in power, and provid-
ing financial and technical as-
sistance to Iran, Iraq and other 

countries' oil and natural gas 
industries.

The result is a critical swath 
of  the oil and gas-rich Middle 
East under the influence of  
Russia, which could pose a 
number of  future problems for 
world energy markets.

According to the U.S. Energy 
Information Administration, 
the United States is now the top 
crude oil producer, with 15.6 
million barrels per day. Long-
time U.S. ally Saudi Arabia is 
second with 12 million.

However, Russia produces 
11.2 million bpd, Iran 4.7 million 
and Iraq 4.5 million. Add in 
Venezuela's 2.3 million and you 
have 22.7 million barrels per 
day. 

That’s enough to manipulate 
world markets if  Russia and its 
strongman cohorts choose to 
do so. 

And Saudi Arabia just an-
nounced plans to cut crude oil 
exports to 7.1 million, down 
from 7.9 million last November.

Given those evolving geopo-
litical forces, it is absolutely 
critical that the United States 
not just maintain its drive for 
energy independence, but seek 
energy dominance. 

We are now the world's larg-
est crude oil and natural gas 
producer. And while the United 
States produces more natural 
gas than it consumes, it hasn't 
reached that point with respect 
to crude oil. We are still about 4 
million barrels per day short of  
self-sufficiency. 

Pelosi's notion that "green 
technology" will keep us safe is 
a throwback to the mid-1970s, 
when U.S. oil and gas produc-
tion had seemingly “peaked,” 
leaving us vulnerable to OPEC 
countries wanting to punish us 
for supporting Israel.

U.S. security and the economy 
face numerous existential 
threats and we must have the 
energy security to meet them. 
Those Tu-160 supersonic bomb-
ers weren't plug-ins, and China 
didn't send its lunar rover to the 
moon with solar power. 

Renewable energy may play a 
bigger role in the future, but it 
won't make us “safe” — and nei-
ther will Pelosi's green-energy 
dreams. 

Merrill Matthews is a resident 
scholar with the Institute for 
Policy Innovation located in 
Dallas. 

MERRILL 
MATTHEWS

Green-energy dreams don’t persuade Putin

Wolf
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as Evans’ injury led to a default  
early in the second period. 

Middletown’s Ryan Berstler 

(132) earned his 110th career win 
by fall over Donavan Wertz. 

The Indians’ Steven Graves 
was able to collect 3 team points 
with an 8-6 decision over Kenny 

Britcher at 145. 
The Raiders put the match out of  

reach with Chris Joseph (152) and 
Vinny Corradi (160) each earning 
wins by forfeit, which extended the 

Raider’s lead to 48-9. 
At 170 pounds, the Indians sent 

out their two-time state champion, 
Edmond Ruth, to give their team 
some life and 6 team points. 

The Indians also picked up wins 
at 182 and 195 with Troy Ambush 
pinning Middletown’s Marcus 
Williams, and Armoni Caraballo 
snatching an 11-6 decision from 

Damion Williams.
Middletown junior Quincy Rein-

nagel (220) locked up his 18th win, 
and 15th pin, of  the season to seal 
the Raiders’ 54-23 victory.

Middletown’s Ryan Berstler (132 pounds) earned his 110th career win by fall 
over Susquehanna Township’s Donavan Wertz on Thursday.

RAIDERS: MAHS wrestlers look to excel in individual postseason after Susquehanna Township win
From page B1

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DEBBIE SPEAR

Middletown’s win over Susquehanna Township on Thursday earned them the co-championship of Mid-Penn Conference Capital Division.

first half, scoring all of  his game-
high 16 points before the break. 

Down 22-12 to start the second 
period, the Blue Raiders needed to 
pick up their game on offense, but 
it never happened. Shooting just 
2 for 16 from the floor — Jarrod 
Pugh made one basket and Tony 
Powell made the other — dropped 
the Raiders into a deep hole they 
had little hope of  getting out of. 

The Raiders did manage to 
pick up 13 points in the third, but 
the Spartans stayed out in front 
and added to their lead, holding 
a 60-29 command heading into 
the game’s final 8 minutes. Sub 
Tate Leach scored 5 points in the 
fourth for the Raiders, but Milton 
Hershey’s deep bench collected 
17 markers as the hosts cruised 
to the big win. 

Annville-Cleona 53,  
Middletown 47

Bradford, who spent the previ-
ous five seasons at Annville-Cleo-
na, really wanted to win this one, 
and his new team was in position 
to do just that in a closely played 
non-league matchup. 

The Blue Raiders held leads of  
up to 5 points in the second half  
but could not hold on to give their 
coach that much-needed victory. 
The Dutchmen tied the score at 
35 by the end of  the third quarter 
and finished strong with an 18-12 
advantage in the final 8 minutes 
to deny Bradford and his charges 
the win. 

Jules Nester’s game-high 23 
points gave the Raiders a good 
chance, but a rash of  late mis-
takes and missed shots by the 
home team turned the game in 
Annville-Cleona’s favor in the 
final frame. 

The Dutchmen held a slim 
14-12 edge at the end of  the first 
quarter and led 22-19 late in the 
second before Nester scored with 
1:25 left and then converted a steal 
into the go-ahead points with 9 
seconds left to give the Raiders a 
23-22 edge at the break. 

After Annville’s Adam Long 
scored to start the second half, 
Tajae Broadie and Tyler Petroski 
scored three straight goals for the 
Raiders for a 29-24 lead for the 
home team. 

With 4:19 left in the quarter, 
Broadie made one of  two free 
throws, and T.J. Daniels scored 
at 2:44 to push the Middletown 
advantage to 35-28. But the Dutch-
men closed out the period with a 
7-point run to knot the score at 
35 heading into the final quarter. 

The lead changed hands a 
couple times in the first part 
of  the final frame. The Raiders 
edged ahead 41-40 on a bucket 
by Powell with 5:10 left, but that 
would turn out to be their last 
lead of  the game. 

A pivotal 11-1 run by the Dutch-
men that ended at the 1:23 mark 
with a 51-42 lead for the visitors 
sealed the fate of  the hard-luck 
Middletown squad. 

Nester made two free throws 
with 52 seconds left and then 
added a late trey 30 seconds later, 
but Annville-Cleona absorbed 
those late points and held on for 
the win. 

Lower Dauphin 78, Middletown 36
Without a doubt, Lower Dau-

phin is fielding one of  its best 
teams in several years, and the 

Falcons showed that on Friday 
night at Middletown. 

The Falcons won their 20th 
game of  the year with the vic-
tory over the Blue Raiders and 
retained their top spot in the Dis-
trict III-AAAAA power rankings 
after winning the Mid-Penn Con-
ference Keystone Division title.  

The team’s athleticism, size, 
solid defense and outstanding 
shooting added up to an easy win 
over the youthful Middletown 
squad. With a 26-point burst in the 
first quarter and double figures in 
each of  the others, the confident 
Falcons showed their muscle and 
finesse in the crossover game. 

Luke Hedrick scored a game-
high 20 points in the win while 
Will Bowen added 15 and Brian 
Swist chipped in 10 for the win-
ners. Nester was the only Mid-
dletown player to reach double 
figures with 10 points. 

Hedrick was on fire to start 
the game and collected 16 of  his 
points in the opening frame to 
lead the charge while the Lower 
Dauphin defense held the Raid-
ers to just 9 points in the period. 
With 3:05 left, the Raiders cut the 
Falcons’ lead to 10-7 on a Petroski-
assisted bucket by Pugh. But the 
Falcons ran off the game’s next 
14 points to push the home team 

into a 24-7 hole. 
Led by Nester’s 8 points, the 

Raiders scored 14 in the second 
stanza, but the Falcons put up 
18 – with 9 coming from Bowen – 
on their way to a 44-23 lead at the 
halftime break. 

The Raiders have had a bad 
habit of  coming out for the second 
half  flat at times, and this game 
was no exception. Failing to get 
past Lower Dauphin’s defensive 
pressure, the Raiders committed 
8 turnovers in the first 5 minutes 
of  the third and did not score until 
reserve Brock Welsh found the 
net with just 25 seconds left in 
the period. 

And, although the Middletown 
defense showed improvement, it 
was not enough to stop the Fal-
cons. The 14-2 scoring advantage 
in the third proved to be disas-
trous for the home team. 

The Falcons’ reserve players 
finished up the game and col-
lected 20 points of  their own in the 
final segment to win going away. 

JV beats Annville-Cleona, 45-28 
On Thursday, Andrew Place-

res’ junior varsity team won its 
third game of  the year in a 45-28 
victory over Annville-Cleona. 

The young Blue Raiders got off 
to a good start, scoring the game’s 
first 10 points, on their way to a 
12-2 lead by the end of  the first 
quarter. After again holding 
their guests to just 2 points in 
the second, the Raiders put up 
13 points to take a commanding 
25-4 halftime lead. 

In the third, the Dutchmen 
scored 7 points, but the Middle-
town squad picked up 13 more and 
led 38-11 heading into the final 
period. The Dutchmen opened up 
the fourth with a 9-0 run before 
the Raiders broke the ice with a 
putback by Matt Wagner with 
2:17 left. 

Brock Welsh drained a three 
at 1:50 off an assist by Tate Leach 
and Wagner added two late free 
throws to close out the Middle-
town scoring. Annville-Cleona 
secured 17 points in the frame, but 
not nearly enough to overcome 
the big Middletown lead. 

Julio Rodriguez and Leach 
teamed for 21 points in the win. 
A.J. Stains registered 7 points, 
Wagner finished with 6 and 
Welsh, Caden Paul, Brandon 
Marcano and Ryan Goff added 
the rest for the winners. 

BOYS: Young Raiders stand at 2-18 on season
From page B1

MAHS girls wrap up season, say goodbye to 3 seniors

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DONALD GRAHAM

Tyler Petroski tries to get by a Falcon defender Friday in Middletown’s 78-
36 home loss against Lower Dauphin.

Tajae Broadie battles an Annville-
Cleona defender in Middletown’s 
home loss Thursday.

Seniors Hayli Akakpo-Martin, Jade Senior and Joci Koser are honored at the Feb. 5 game against Milton Hershey.

Middletown’s Jae Keller looks for room to shoot in the Feb. 5 home loss 
against Milton Hershey.

Kate Fitzpatrick, Middletown’s 
leading scorer, shoots during 
Friday’s loss to Lower Dauphin.

Joci Koser puts up a shot Friday 
against Lower Dauphin.

Caroline Gill, Courtney Brown, Chloe Cleland and Jaleena Marrero defend 
against Milton Hershey on Feb. 5. See story on page B1.

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL  
BY DONALD GRAHAM
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