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Rough week 
for Blue Raider 
hoops teams  B1

Wholaver case 
on TV show A4

BAND VS. OPIOIDS A3

Public notices in this week’s Press & Journal
• DERRY TWP: Estate of  Philip 
Denci. A4
• DERRY TWP: Estate of  Patricia 
Stevens. A4
• HIGHSPIRE: Sale of  Vehicle. A4
• EAST HANOVER TWP: Estate of  
Sharon Hartman. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: MASD Auditors’ 
Report. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  Craig 
Bower. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: SARAA 2019 
Meeting Schedule. A4

• DAUPHIN COUNTY: DCRB 2019 
Meeting Schedule. A4
• DAUPHIN COUNTY: LEPC 2019 
Meeting Schedule. A4
• ROYALTON: Estate of  Karla Ann 
Wingert. A4
• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Public Infor-
mation Availability. A4

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

As far as good years go, it will be 
hard for Harrisburg International 
Airport to top 2018.

The airport reported its biggest 
increase in passenger traffic — 8.4 
percent — for a year since 2007, 
when traffic soared 9.9 percent 
over 2006.

Nearly 95,000 more people flew 
in and out of  HIA in 2018  compared 
with 2017 on the seven commercial 
airlines that serve the airport.

Residents in 2018 responded to 
airlines offering expanded service 
at HIA, led by American, Allegiant 
and Frontier, said HIA spokesman 
Scott Miller.

The airport hopes to see the roll 
continue in 2019. Allegiant early 
this year is expanding service from 
HIA to Florida destinations, in-

cluding daily nonstops to Orlando 
Sanford International Airport 
starting Feb. 13.

Frontier — which returned 
to HIA in 2018 
after a three-
year absence 
— is resuming 
i ts  seasonal 
service from 
HIA to Denver 
starting May 1, 
offering direct 
flights three 
days a week to 
the Mile High 
City instead of  

just two a week in 2018.
Last year also saw culmination 

of  several major private develop-
ment projects in and around the 
airport: the opening of  two hotels, 
a sleek new home for the airport’s 
fixed-based operator, and a new 

Enterprise Rent-A-Car facility 
on land the airport owns next to 
Sheetz on Route 230.

So what’s in store for 2019?
Nothing quite as eye-catching 

as a new hotel, but the airport has 

three major initiatives for the new 
year, including laying the ground-
work for a 5-acre expansion to 
serve the growing cargo business 
led by FedEx and UPS.

“Our biggest issue now is we 
are out of  space,” Miller said. In 
2019, the airport will be working 
to get a stormwater permit from 
the state for the $30 million cargo 
expansion project.

This year also should see com-
pletion of  a three-year project to 
resurface the runway. The work 
had to be broken up over several 
years because the airport has re-
lied upon federal grant funding to 
pay for the resurfacing.

Third is a $4 million repaving of  
Airport Drive from the long-term 
lot to the water tower. 

Scheduled to begin in March 
or April, the repaving will be a 
temporary inconvenience for the 

estimated 3,000 vehicles using 
the road each day, but the work is 
badly needed, Miller said.

Besides these big projects, HIA 
in 2019 will install an improved 
flight information display system 
in the main terminal.

The airport is also repairing and 
replacing 12 jet bridges that carry 
passengers on and off aircraft. 
The airport can only tackle one 
or two a year because of  the cost, 
Miller said.

Longer-term, HIA is doing final 
design toward demolishing two 
large old buildings that motorists 
see driving along 230.

The buildings aren’t expected to 
come down in 2019, as that awaits 
the airport getting additional 
funding.

But the buildings will be razed 

HIA sees jump in traffic, expanded service

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Passenger traffic at Harrisburg International Airport rose 8.4 percent in 
2018.

Daily nonstop 
flights to Dallas/
Fort Worth 
International 
Airport are 
coming back 
to Harrisburg 
International 
Airport. SEE 
PAGE A5

Please see HIA, page A5

Scam costs Penn 
State Harrisburg 
student $76,000
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Stacy and Seth Anthony stand outside the Odd Fellows on West Emaus Street that has been home to the lodge in Middletown since the 1880s.

Odd Fellows hope young leadership is a boost
By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Far longer than anyone in 
Middletown has been alive, the 
three-story red-brick building 
with the blue doors and white 
trim on West Emaus Street has 
been home to Odd Fellows Triune 
Lodge 307.

Many people over the years no 
doubt wondered what went on in 
there. Until recently, the answers 
were shrouded in mystery, and 
deliberately so.

But these days, Odd Fellows is 
facing the same challenge as that 
of  other fraternal organizations 
in Middletown, such as Kiwanis: 
a membership too small and too 
old, with not enough new blood 
coming in to survive going for-
ward, let alone thrive.

Today, the Odd Fellows lodge in 
Middletown is the last remaining 
Odd Fellows lodge in Dauphin 
County. That’s a distinction wor-
thy of  being located in the oldest 
town in Dauphin County. It’s also 
a reminder of  all the other Odd 

Fellows lodges that have closed 
and no longer survive.

Like the other groups, Odd 
Fellows for many years has been 
quietly doing good deeds for the 
community.

If  you’ve used the Middletown 
Public Library, gone to the an-
nual Arts & Craft fair, partici-
pated in the Halloween Parade, 
or have needed the services of  
the Middletown Volunteer Fire 
Company, you have benefitted 
from the generosity of  Lodge 307 
and its members.

The lodge also supports Blue 

Raider football, the Middletown 
Home, and sponsors the $500 
George Feaser Scholarship for 
a Middletown Area High School 
graduating senior.

Outside Middletown, the lodge 
has worked with Dauphin County 
Coroner Graham Hetrick to pro-
vide a fitting final resting place 
for unclaimed bodies, in keeping 
with a core tenet of  the Odd Fel-
lows mission statement to assist 
in burying the dead.

A long history
But one thing that distinguishes 

Odd Fellows from the other 
groups is its historic pedigree.

The lodge has been part of  
Middletown since 1848 when it 
was chartered here.

Historic in its own right is the 
lodge building across from bor-
ough hall, with the sign display-
ing the Odd Fellows logo with its 
interlocking three rings — red, 
white, and blue. This edifice has 
been home to the lodge since the 
1880s.

Directly inside the main en-
trance is an intimidating flight 
of  stairs, that for all those years 
has taken lodge members straight 
up to the third floor for their 
meetings every first and third 
Tuesdays.

The building has no elevator, 
but in one concession to the times 
a motorized chair has been in-
stalled to carry those who can no 
longer take the steps all the way 
to the top, and back down.

Young people might not need 
the chair, but people in their 80s 

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

A Penn State Harrisburg stu-
dent who is a Chinese national is 
out an estimated $76,000 as a result 
of  a sophisticated scam.

The scam started a few months 
ago, when the student was contact-
ed by a Chinese man who claimed 
to work for FedEx, according to 
Middletown police who were asked 
to investigate the incident.

The man warned the student 
that the student had shipped 
“fraudulent” U.S. government 
documents to China, and that the 
student would be turned over to 
Chinese authorities, police said.

The student told police he was 
then contacted by a second man 
from China who claimed to be in 
law enforcement. 

The man told the student that 
authorities believed that the 

student had shipped fraudulent 
documents to China — and that 
the student would have to wire 
money to a designated account 
in China to prove that the student 
had not been involved in shipping 
the documents, police said.

The man pledged that the money 
would be returned to the student 
after the investigation was com-
pleted, according to police.

The student followed the in-
structions and wired the first 
amount of  money to the account 

“If he had come to me 
right off the bat, we could 
have gotten the Chinese 
consulate involved.”

Officer Wade Bloom

Chinese national was told he shipped 
‘fraudulent’ documents back to country

Please see SCAM, page A5

Please see FELLOWS, page A6

“It’s kind of cool to have the secret society thing 
behind you a little bit, the old building and kind of the 
history here. We are a secret in that nobody knows 
about us. But there is a big sign out on the building 
that says we are here. We’re not hiding, we are in plain 
sight. It’s just that fewer people knock at the door 
nowadays.”

Seth Anthony

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

There’s a long piece of  white 
paper rolled across the floor of  
Jannelle Shuey’s first-grade class-
room at Fink Elementary School. 

It was a Monday in late October, 
and Shuey’s first-graders sat along 
the edges, armed with crayons. She 

instructed them to close their eyes 
and think about something they 
were good at. 

She then asked them to draw a 
picture of  them doing that thing at 
which they excelled. Some of  the 
students drew pictures of  them 
with a soccer ball, and one of  the 

MASD program focuses 
students on positives 

Please see POSITIVES, page A5

District one of two in state to get grant
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Work hard on New Year’s resolutions
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Visit Our Complete Showroom

Speedway

Happy New Year! Yay for a 
new year. Welcome to 2019. Let’s 
enjoy writing that over and over 
again and embracing it.

I hope your holidays were 
enjoyable, and if  you made any 
New Year’s resolutions … I hope 
you are able to stick with them 
for the next 12 months!

The best ways to stick to a 
new plan? Keep it simple, look 
at behaviors in the past and be 
determined to change what you 
can. Stay positive … you eat an 
elephant one bite at a time! In 
other words, some small chang-
es can bring big outcomes.

Journaling your goals and 
dreams is another way to inter-
nalize your intentions. Don’t for-
get to go back and visit what you 
wrote so you can see the changes 
happening! This process can be 
exciting and empowering. You 
can do it!

Wishing you a joyful 2019. 
Don’t forget to share your news 
and have a wonderful week!

Top Ten resolutions
1. Exercise more.
2. Lose weight.
3. Get organized.
4. Learn a new skill or hobby.
5. Live life to the fullest.
6. Save more money/spend 

less money.
7. Quit smoking.

8. Spend more time with fam-
ily and friends.

9. Travel more.
10. Read more.

Birthdays
Best wishes and God’s bless-

ings to Cassie Smith of  Middle-
town on Wednesday, Jan. 2 as 
she turns 8. Hope your week is 
great!

Happy 20th birthday to Tirah 
Elliot of  Royalton on Thursday, 
Jan. 3. Enjoy it all week long, 
Tirah!

Barb Dagenhart of  Lower 
Swatara marks her very spe-
cial cake-and-ice cream day on 
Saturday, Jan. 5. I hope you get 
to enjoy both treats, Barb!

Happy birthday to Safia Aman 
of  Lower Swatara turns 9 on 
Saturday, Jan. 5. Wishing you 
the best party day ever, Safia!

Here’s a shout-out to Rich 
Zito for a super Sunday, Jan. 6 
spectacular birthday. Wishing 
you sunny skies, Rich!

Alexis Hile of  Lower Swatara 
marks her 22nd confetti-popping 
day on Sunday, Jan. 6. Have a 
very happy birthday weekend!

Anniversaries
Happy 32nd wedding anniver-

sary to Cliff and JodiLynn Harro 
on Thursday, Jan. 3. Happy New 
Year, too!

Bernie and Judy Sobotka of  
Lower Swatara observe their 
romantic anniversary day on 
Sunday, Jan. 6. Best wishes to 
you for a happy and healthy day 
and year!

Cheesy Green Beans recipe
10 slices bacon
2 packages (16 ounces each) 

cut green beans
1 lb. sliced mushrooms
3/4 c. chopped onion
3/4 tsp. ground black pepper
1 jar (16 ounces) Cheez Whiz 

pasteurized process cheese 
spread

Cook bacon until crisp. Drain. 
Reserve 1/4 c. drippings. Crum-
ble bacon and reserve 2 Tsp. 
Microwave beans according to 
package directions. Drain well. 
Add mushrooms and onion to 
reserved drippings in skillet. 
Cook and stir on medium-high 
heat for 10 minutes, and drain. 

Add bacon, hot cooked green 
bean and pepper, mix lightly. 
Spoon into 2 quart serving dish. 
Microwave cheese spread ac-
cording to directions. 

Pour over green bean mixture. 
Sprinkle reserved bacon over 
top.

Quote of the Week
“When I’ve reached the end of  

myself, I’ve found surrender.” — 

Anonymous

Question of the Week
What do you look forward to 

in 2019?
“I want to plant a garden. I 

heard you have to plant seeds 
in the spring, then they grow in 
the summer, and you harvest 
in the fall. Then in the winter, 
the leaves die, and that’s the 
life cycle!” — Violet Romine, 8, 
Mechanicsburg.

“I want to go to the beach, to 
find seashells.” — Elsie Romine, 
5, Mechanicsburg.

“Me turning into a teenager!” 
— Logan Benner, 12, Royalton.

“Having a new reading 
teacher.” — Aijah Gladden, 11, 
Middletown.

“I hope they ban all slime, 
because it is really messy!” — 
Anthony Albright III, 8, Middle-
town.

“Going to Ski Roundtop in the 
summer and doing zip-lining.” 
— Jameson Hoffman, 6, Lower 
Paxton.

Proverb of the Week
Rich and poor have this in 

common; the LORD is the Maker 
of  them all (22:2).

Reach LaVonne Ackerman at 
717-649-7366 or by email at La-
VonneAck@comcast.net.

Blue & Gold Club  
to hold dinner dance

The Blue & Gold Club 
fundraiser dinner dance 
will be held from 6 to 10 p.m. 
on Saturday, Jan. 19, at the 
American Legion Post 594, 137 
E. High St., Middletown.

For advance ticket pur-
chases or information, call 
Larry Etter at 717-944-3123 or 
the Middletown Area School 
District athletic director, Cliff 
Smith, at 717-948-3333.

The event supports stu-
dent programs in the school 
district.

Sportsmen Limited 
block shoot is Sunday

The Sportsmen Limited 
Block Shoot will be held on 
Sunday, Jan. 6 starting at 1 
p.m. at Middletown Anglers 
and Hunters, 1350 School-
house Road, Middletown. 

For more information call 
944-0760.

Baseball and softball 
registration for LSTAA

 Lower Swatara Township 
Athletic Association will hold 
registration for youth base-
ball, girls softball, and teener 
baseball at the Lower Swatara 
Municipal Building, 1499 
Spring Garden Drive, Middle-
town, from 9 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, Jan. 19, and from 1 
to 4 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 26. 

Registration is open to 
all children living in Lower 
Swatara Township and High-
spire. The online registration 
cutoff date is Feb. 3.

For questions, including 
cost and fundraiser options, 
as well as online registration, 
visit www.lstaa.org or call 
Jason Wagner at 717-574-0536.

TOWN TOPICS

RaiderPacks gets 
$1,500 donation
Carole Shanaman, far left, 
presents a $1,500 donation 
from proceeds raised from the 
Middletown Holiday Home Tour 
to RaiderPacks, a program that 
provides food each week to students 
and families of Middletown Area 
School District. The donation will 
supply RaiderPacks with 8,000 
pounds of food. RaiderPacks is a 
partnership between the school 
district, the Middletown Area 
Blue Raider Foundation, and 
Central Pennsylvania Food Bank. 
RaiderPacks volunteers receiving 
the donation are, from left, Barry 
Condran, Katelyn Murk, Heidi Tobias, 
Andrea Holtry, Marta Monroig and 
Cindy McLaughlin. The donation 
took place at the Dec. 18 Middletown 
Area School Board meeting.
SUBMITTED PHOTO

Eighth-grader Andrew Seacord 
won his second Lower Dauphin 
Middle School spelling bee Nov. 30 
by correctly spelling “dictionary” 
before his championship word 
“permissive” in the final round.

Andrew needed three rounds to 
top Faith Fausnight, who went out 
on the word “grimace.”

Third place was settled between 
sixth-graders Lucius Cabeza and 
Aaron Espenshade in two rounds 
with Lucius coming out on top.

Andrew is the son of  Susan 
Seacord and Steven Seacord and 
he lists “prestidigitation” as his 

favorite word because “it means 
magic, which I like, and it’s fun 
to spell.” 

A distinguished honor roll 
student, Andrew said he hopes to 
become a clinical geneticist when 
he grows up.

Faith is the daughter of  Jody 
Fausnight and Tracy Fausnight. 
The sixth-grader lists the entire 
“Hunger Games” series as her 
favorite book and hopes to be a 
pediatric allergist someday.

The school’s top four finishers 
will have an opportunity to take 
the WITF Central Pennsylvania 
Spelling Bee’s semifinal written 
test. 

Depending on their scores, they 
will then advance to the grand 
championship oral spelling bee 
this spring.

“There were some tense mo-
ments and some tough words in 
this year’s bee,” Principal Jill A. 
Freedman said.

LD eighth-grader captures second spelling bee title

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Superintendent Robert Schultz and Principal Jill Freedman congratulate 
the school’s top four spellers Faith Fausnight, left, Andrew Seacord, Lucius 
Cabeza, and Aaron Espenshade.

Mehaffie oath

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Rep. Tom Mehaffie, R-Lower 
Swatara Township, took the oath 
of office as a state representative 
for the 106th District on Tuesday 
in the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives. Mehaffie is 
beginning his second term. The 
106th includes Middletown, 
Royalton, Lower Swatara 
Township, Hummelstown, Derry 
Township, Conewago Township 
and parts of Swatara Township.

Gasoline prices in Harris-
burg fell 5.9 cents per gallon 
last week, averaging $2.40 a 
gallon Sunday, according to 
GasBuddy’s daily survey of  241 
stations in Harrisburg. 

This compares with the na-
tional average that fell 6.6 cents 
per gallon to $2.25.

Average gasoline prices Dec. 
31 in Harrisburg have ranged 
widely over the last five years: 
$2.66 a gallon in 2017, $2.48 a 
gallon in 2016, $2.11 a gallon in 
2015, $2.45 a gallon in 2014 and 
$3.46 a gallon in 2013. 

Prices Sunday were 26.8 cents 
per gallon lower than a year ago 
and are 27.3 cents per gallon 
lower than a month ago. The 
national average has dropped 
21.3 cents per gallon during the 
last month and stands 23.8 cents 
per gallon lower than a year ago.

Areas near Harrisburg and 
their current gas price climate:
Lancaster: $2.43 a gallon, down 
4.5 cents per gallon from last 
week.
Reading: $2.48 a gallon, down 
3.5 cents.
York: $2.34 a gallon, down 4.3 
cents.

“As the national average 
price of  gasoline continues to 
test multi-year lows, U.S. mo-
torists are keeping over $250 
million in their pocket every 
single day vs. 80 days ago,” said 
Patrick DeHaan, head of  petro-
leum analysis for GasBuddy. 

The change has led to sub-$2 
gas prices showing up at more 
than a third of  all gas stations in 
the country while 11 states have 
seen average prices dip under 
the $2 level, he said. The most 
common price at gas stations in 
the U.S. is now $1.99 per gallon 
while the second most common 
price is just $1.89.

GasBuddy on Wednesday 
predicted that 2019 will feature a 
yearly national average of  $2.70 
per gallon, representing a 3 cent 
drop vs. 2018, but it warned 
that the national average could 
surge to over $3 per gallon as 
soon as May.

Some highlights from Gas-
Buddy’s 2019 Fuel Price Out-
look include: 

• The nation’s yearly gasoline 
bill will fall to $386 billion dol-
lars, a drop of  $2.5 billion over 
last year as the average house-
hold sees their annual gasoline 
spending fall slightly to $1,991, 
down $25 from 2018. 

• The national average is fore-
cast to rise as much as $1 per 
gallon from a low in January 
to a possible peak in May, but 
economic jitters could weigh 
heavily on where gas prices go 
in 2019. 

• Over 90 percent of  the coun-
try’s largest metro areas are at 
risk for seeing average prices hit 
$3 per gallon, including Atlanta, 
Boston, Chicago, Los Angeles, 
Miami, New York City, Philadel-
phia, Phoenix, San Francisco, 
Seattle, and Washington, D.C. 

• How accurate was GasBud-
dy’s 2018 Forecast? Assembled 
in late 2017, the forecast called 
for a yearly national average of  
$2.57 per gallon with a peak of  
$2.89 per gallon in April. 2018 
ended with a yearly national av-
erage of  $2.73 per gallon with a 
peak of  $2.98 per gallon May 24.

“The party at the pump will 
likely wrap up in the next month 
or two, and prices will begin to 
rally as OPEC production cuts 
and a strong U.S. economy push 
gas prices back up,” DeHaan 
said. “While the national aver-
age failed to hit $3 last year, we 
have an even stronger possibil-
ity of  seeing that ugly possibil-
ity, which would push prices in 
some places from $1.99 today to 
over $3 this spring.”

DeHaan said one caveat is 
that motorists may unexpect-
edly start spending less because 
of  what happens in the White 
House. 

“Buckle up for the extra vola-
tility we’re going to see. It could 
be nauseating.”

Gas prices 
down big 
again, but 
don’t get 
used to it

Middletown Area High School 
junior Megan Burghdorf qualified 
for All-State Concert Band last 
spring, which allowed her to audi-
tion for the 2018 
National Asso-
ciation for Mu-
sic Education 
All-National 
Concert Band. 

Megan sub-
mitted her au-
dition song and 
soon after she 
received the news that she was 
invited to perform in the All-Na-
tional Concert Band in Orlando, 
Florida, from Nov. 25-28.

Megan was one of  500 musicians 
who were chosen for the event 
which, in addition to concert band, 

included chorus, guitar ensemble, 
jazz band, and orchestra. Megan 
was one out of  only 13 trumpet 
players selected from across the 
nation. 

Once she arrived in Florida, 
Megan along with all of  the other 
performers, began long hours of  
rehearsing. 

“I love rehearsing so I didn’t 
mind at all,” Megan said. 

The concert band was led by 
guest conductor Dennis Glocke, 
who is the director of  concert 
bands at Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity. 

“It was ironic that I went from 
Pennsylvania to Florida just to 
work with someone from Penn-
sylvania,” she said. Only eight 
musicians  were selected from 

Pennsylvania. 
Most of  Megan’s  time was 

spent rehearsing, but she  said 
that Glocke broke up rehearsals 
by talking with the performers, 
telling stories, and giving col-
lege advice. When they weren’t 
rehearsing, students were able to 
visit Disney’s Magic Kingdom and 
participate in other nightly events.

The concert band Megan was a 
part of  rehearsed multiple songs, 
which they performed at the end 
of  the weekend. 

“Everything can either go all 
wrong or go all right. Luckily it 
all went right,” she said, adding 
that she was impressed with not 
only the concert band’s perfor-
mance, but with all the showcases 
performed by the other sections.

Burghdorf

MAHS student part of All-National Band
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Eleanor Ferris
FORMERLY OF MIDDLETOWN

Eleanor Viola Ferris, 92, for-
merly of  Middletown, passed away 
on Friday, December 21, 2018 at 
Greenfield Senior Living in Har-
risburg. 

Born in St. Louis, Mo., she was 
the daughter of  the late Harry 
Walter and Augusta Louise (Bell-
ing) Mitchell. 

Eleanor was the wife of  the late 
Earl Frederick Ferris who passed 
away on February 17, 1979.

Eleanor was a graduate of  
Ritenour High School class of  
1944. She worked various jobs at 
printing and insurance companies 
before working as a teacher’s aid. 
She served on the PTA board as 
treasurer. 

Eleanor was a member of  
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church in 
Middletown and enjoyed sewing, 
cooking and gardening.

Eleanor is survived by four 
children, Martin W. Ferris of  
Shawnee, Okla., Gary S. Ferris, 
husband of  Donna (Eckert) of  
Palmyra, Craig R. Ferris of  Mount 
Joy and Scott A. Ferris of  William-
stown, Pa.; 10 grandchildren; eight 
great-grandchildren; and two 
sisters, Louise Bulock of  Webster 
Groves, Mo., and Doris Schoue of  
Hesperia, Calif.

She was preceded in death by 
a daughter-in-law, Dana (Moore) 
Ferris; a son, Jeffery C. Ferris; 
four brothers, Walter, Paul, Emil 
and Robert Mitchell; as well as 
two sisters, Lucille Russell and 
Emma Lowe.

A funeral service honoring, 
Eleanor’s life was held at St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church, 121 
North Spring St., Middletown on 
Saturday, December 29, 2018 at 
2 p.m. Family and friends were 
received at the church before the 
service from 1 to 2 p.m. 

Interment followed at Geyers 
Church Cemetery. 

In lieu of  flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 121 
North Spring St., Middletown, 
PA 17057. 

To send an online condolence, 
please visit www.sheetzfuneral-
home.com. 

Ralph Noon
FORMERLY OF MIDDLETOWN

Ralph W. Noon, 72, of  Lebanon, 
formally of  Middletown, entered 
into eternal rest on Saturday, 
December 22, 2018 at Hershey 
Medical Center.

He was born on February 22, 
1946 in Harrisburg and was the 
loving son of  the late Isaac and 
Elizabeth (Tittle) Noon.

Ralph was a former football 
coach of  the Middletown Boys 
Club for many years. He also 
traveled all over with PIAA as an 
umpire. He enjoyed camping, but 
his greatest love was his family.

In addition to his parents, Ralph 
was preceded in death by seven 
brothers and two sisters.

Ralph is survived by his wife of  
42 years Candace (Boger) Noon; 
son, Richard Lennox (Chelsea) 
of  Texas; daughters, Elizabeth 
Bower (Nicholas) of  York, and 
Christine Spotts of  Hummel-
stown; seven grandchildren; two 
great-grandchildren; and sisters, 
Janet Bell, Eleanor Jefferies and 
Ann Manning.

A tribute to Ralph’s life will be 
held on Friday, January 4, 2019 
at 11 a.m. at Matinchek Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services, 
Inc., 260 E. Main St., Middletown, 
Pa., with the Rev. C Victoria Brown 
officiating. 

There will be a visitation from 10 
a.m. until the time of  the service 
on Friday. 

Interment will be at Indiantown 
Gap National Cemetery, Annville.

Condolences may be sent online 
at www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com.

Nancy Ryder
MIDDLETOWN

Nancy M. Ryder, 79, of  Middle-
town, entered into eternal rest 
on Monday, December 24, 2018 at 
her home.

She was born August 18, 1939 and 
was the loving daughter of  the late 
Penrose and Ruth (Eberly) Ryder.

Nancy had her doctorate in 
education and was a teacher in 
the Harrisburg schools. She was 
a member of  the Eastern Star for 
many years. She spent her sum-
mers in Cape Cod and enjoyed her 
time there.

In addition to her parents, 
Nancy was preceded in death by 
two sisters, June Trenn, and Ruth 
N. Ryder; and brother, Buck Ryder.

Nancy is survived by her son 
James Wright and his wife Wendi 
of  Harrisburg; brother, Jack Ry-
der and his wife Eileen; and many 
nieces and nephews.

A celebration of  life is being 
planned by the family.

The family has trusted the 
Matinchek Funeral Home and 
Cremation Services, Inc., 260 E. 
Main St., Middletown with the 
arrangements.

Condolences may be sent online 
at www.matincheklfuneralhome.
com.

For many friends and family members, 2018 marked the 

end of  a chapter of  life. The Press & Journal takes this 

opportunity to pay a final tribute to those who died in 2018. 

The individuals listed are those who were included in our 

obituray pages last year.
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Remembering those 
who passed in 2018

Betty Nagle
ELIZABETHTOWN

Betty L. Nagle, 86, of  Elizabeth-
town, formerly of  Middletown, 
entered into rest on Thursday, 
December 27, 2018 at her home 
surrounded by her loving family. 

Betty was the daughter of  the 
late Robert and Lydia (Kreider) 
Snyder. 

She is survived by her children, 
Deborah, Darlene and Donald; six 
grandchildren; and seven great-
grandchildren. 

She was preceded in death by 
her husband Donald B. Nagle 
Sr., daughter Dory B. Cooney, a 
grandson Jack E. Kern III, and five 
sisters and three brothers. 

Services will be at the conve-
nience of  the family. 

Matinchek Funeral Home and 
Cremation Services, Inc., 260 E. 
Main St., Middletown is handling 
the funeral arrangements. 

GUIDELINES 
& FEES

CARD OF THANKS, 
IN MEMORIAM AND 

OBITUARIES

Obituaries: 
Notify your funeral director 
that you would like your love 
one’s obituary to appear in 
the Press & Journal.
Fee: 31¢ per word. $5 for 
photo billed through funeral 
home. 

Card of Thanks & 
In Memoriam: 
Contact Press & Journal 
at 717-944-4628 or e-mail 
PamSmith@pressandjournal.
com 
Fee: $10 / 45 words or less, 
paid in advance - Cash, 
Check, Charge

DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Alex Cain is a professional 
musician in Los Angeles, but he 
tapped into his Middletown roots 
and the growing opioid crisis to 
inspire his band’s latest music 
video. 

Cain is the guitarist of  the 
metal/hard rock band Bonesteel, 
which recently released its video 
for the song “Nightmares.”

“We knew that the song was 
very strong and serious. We 
wanted something that reflected 
that,” Cain said.

The video opens at a group 
meeting, and it follows three 
people as they struggle with 
self-harm, alcoholism and addic-
tion. The music 
video ends with 
an “In Memory 
Of” page with the 
photos of  12 peo-
ple who have died 
within the last 10 
years, almost all 
from drug use. 

Cain and his 
brother knew 
some of  the peo-
ple growing up 
in Middletown. 
The 12 are from 
the area, includ-
ing Middletown, 
Hummelstown, 
Elizabethtown, 
York and Chambersburg. 

One of  the people is Elizabeth 
Loranzo of  Middletown, a 2010 
Lower Dauphin High School 
graduate who died from an 
overdose in 2017. Her mother, 
Wendy, started the Elizabeth 
Loranzo iCare Foundation, a 
nonprofit organization to help 
people struggling with addiction. 

“It lets people know that these 
are real people with real faces,” 
Cain said of  the video.

It can be found at www.youtube.
com/watch?v=BU9b0aLlRa8.

Cain grew up in Middletown 
and graduated from Middletown 
Area High School in 2013. 

He loved music, and grow-
ing up his father, who is also a 
musician, had guitars around 
the house. 

He started listening to rock 
music and later picked up the 
guitar. When he was in middle 
school, Cain knew he wanted to 
go into the music industry. 

There wasn’t a specific mo-
ment that made him want to 
pursue a career in music, he said.

“A lot of  people have trouble 
figuring that out, but I think it 
just came to me,” he said.

MAHS strongly encourages 
students to figure out what they 
want to do after high school, he 

said. During his senior year, he 
traveled to Los Angeles to look 
at the Musicians Institute, which 
he knew produced musicians like 
Avenged Sevenfold’s guitarist 
Synyster Gates. 

After he graduated from 
MAHS, he took a year off and 
started at the Musicians Institute 
in 2014. He earned his associate 
degree in guitar performance 
with an emphasis in audio en-
gineering. 

Cain met the other half  of  
Bonesteel — lead singer Jake 
Bonesteel — when he was at the 
institute. 

Cain had put up a flier looking 
to join a band, and Bonesteel had 
invited him to join. 

Cain described their style as 

hard rock and metal. In March 
2016, they released their first EP, 
“Epitome of  Infamy.” 

The band recently recorded a 
number of  songs with producer 
Augustus Cryns, who has worked 
with bands such as Panic! At the 
Disco and Hedley.

During their first day in the 
studio with Cryns, Cain said 
Cryns played a drum beat, 
handed Cain a guitar and told 
him to start playing. 

Bonesteel wrote the lyrics, 
which repeat: “Nightmares come 
to life, when your dreams start 
to die.” The song itself  doesn’t 
discuss the opioid epidemic, but 
it is something that they came up 
with when brainstorming for the 
music video.

Bonesteel said that they want-
ed to focus on the nightmare of an 
unfulfilled life instead of  things 
that go bump in the night. 

Although Cain has never done 
drugs, he said both he and his 
brother have known people who 
have struggled with addiction or 
even died. It’s in the news every 
week, he said. 

“It really hits close to home — 
literally,” Cain said.

Bonesteel will perform next at 
the Roxy Theatre in Los Angeles 
on Jan. 5.

LA band of MAHS 
graduate takes 
on opioid crisis
Cain is in Bonesteel, whose latest 
video is inspired by his local roots

SUBMITTED PHOTO

The hard rock/metal duo Bonesteel is singer Jake 
Bonesteel and guitarist Alex Cain, right. They 
recently released a music video for their song 
"Nightmares" inspired by the opioid epidemic. 

Library offers help  
on staying motivated

Former Cat Country 96 on-air 
personality Christine DiPeri will 
help you uncover your potential 
for the new year and walk you 
through the process of  making a 
vision board to keep you moti-
vated all year long.

This program will be held 
at the William H. & Marion C. 
Alexander Family Library at 200 
W. 2nd St., Hummelstown, from 
6 to 7 p.m. Monday, Jan. 14. 

Registration is limited. Go to 
dcls.org/adultevents or call 717-
652-9380, ext. 1045.

Nine LD students part  
of Men’s Honor Choir

Nine Lower Dauphin Middle 
School students performed Nov. 
30 in the Men’s Honor Choir of  
the Pennsylvania Chapter of  
American Choral Directors As-
sociation.

The singers were eighth-grad-
ers Elijah Speck, Joseph Goduto, 
Raphael Baston, Aden Weigle, 
David Pray and Bryce Rimmer; 
and seventh-graders Nathan 
Wolfe, Enzo Dreon and Arun 
Gopinath.

The boys sang at Cedar Cliff 
High School under the direction 
of  Matthew Dickinson.

IN BRIEF
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You go everywhere we go:  
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PRINT&WEB 
$10 (yard sales) 
$15 (non-commercial) 
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Legal & Public Notices: 
Call or email for pricing 

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
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DON’T NEED IT.
DON’T WANT IT.
OUTGROWN IT.
CAN’T USE IT.

Get rid of the 
clutter with a 
Press & Journal 
print and online
classified ad.

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

 WANTED TO BUY

 EMPLOYMENT

 MISCELLANEOUS

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 
Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial 
aid for qualified students – 
Career placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 877-207-0345

Wanted to Buy: FREON R12 
WANTED: CERTIFIED BUYER 
will PAY CA$H for R12 cylinders 
or cases of cans. (312)291-
9169; www.refrigerantfinders.
com

Considering Cremation?
Save Thousands On Cremation Expenses

728 Main Street • Avoca, PA 18641

Serving all of PA
Tyler J. Currie, Supervisor

Preplan and prepay 
today and receive a

For a limited time, so Act NOW!

$200
DISCOUNT

Simple
Cremation
$1395

or payments as low as 
$16.00 a month

All Inclusive, No Hidden Fees 

88
53

3-
14

09
-4

For a FREE no obligation 
brochure and information, 

please call us toll free at 
844-427-3672 

or visit us on-line at
www.cremationofpa.com

We accept ALL prearrangements made at other cremation providers

0088533-art.indd   1 3/27/18   10:05 AM

Kitchen Cabinet Sets • Flooring • Lumber • Appliances • Kitchen & Bath • and Much More!

Begins Closing on January 9, 2019 at 7pm

607-865-6951

Carlisle Expo Center, 100 K Street, Carlisle, PA  17013
Details at: www.lambrechtauction.com

Building Material Auction
EASY, FAST ONLINE BIDDING
WITH CONVENIENT LOCAL PICKUP

GoneFishingPa.com

Purchase a Pennsylvania  
fishing license now for a 
whole year’s worth of fun. 

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Licensed Electricians  •  Fully Insured

40 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Free Estimates • 944-3419 or 944-6766

DALE A. SINNIGER & SON

•New & Old Wiring
•Code Updates
•Phone & TV  
  Cable Wiring
•Electric Heat
•Electric Smoke 
  Detectors

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured
for Your

Protection 
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating

Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICE
MEETING NOTICE

The Board meetings of the Susque-
hanna Area Regional Airport Authority 
for calendar year 2019 will meet at 
8:00 a.m. in the David C. McIntosh 
Boardroom, One Terminal Drive, Suite 
300, Harrisburg International Airport, 
Middletown, Pennsylvania, on the 
following dates:
January 30, February 27, March 27, 
April 24, May 29, June 26, July 31, 
August 28, September 25, October 
30, December 4  
The meeting agenda will include such 
business as may, from time to time 
properly come before the membership.
The Airport Operations Committee 
and Executive Committee meetings 
of the Susquehanna Area Regional 
Airport Authority for calendar year 
2019 will meet in the David C. McIntosh 
Boardroom, One Terminal Drive, Suite 
300, Harrisburg International Airport, 
Middletown, Pennsylvania, at 8:00 a.m. 
for the Airport Operations Committee, 
and 9:30 a.m. for the Executive Com-
mittee, on the following dates:
January 25, February 22, April 18, May 
24, June 21, July 26, August 23, Sep-
tember 20, October 25, November 22
The Committee meetings for March 
22 will meet at 12:00 p.m. in the 
David C. McIntosh Boardroom, One 
Terminal Drive, Suite 300, Harrisburg 
International Airport, Middletown, 
Pennsylvania.  
The meeting agenda will include such 
business as may, from time to time 
properly come before the membership.
Susquehanna Area Regional Airport 
Authority
James H. Anderson, III, Secretary

#100 0102-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Dauphin County Retirement Board 
has scheduled the following meetings 
for the year 2019.  All meeting dates 
and times are indicated below, and will 
be held in the 4th Floor Commissioners’ 
Hearing Room at the Dauphin County 
Administration Building, 2 South Sec-
ond Street, Harrisburg, PA.
DAUPHIN COUNTY RETIREMENT 

BOARD
2019 MEETING SCHEDULE

Wednesday, January 16, 2019
Wednesday, February 20, 2019 (Q)
Wednesday, March 20, 2019
Wednesday, April 24, 2019
Wednesday, May 15, 2019 (Q)
Wednesday, June 19, 2019
Wednesday, July 17, 2019
Wednesday, August 21, 2019 (Q)
Wednesday, September 18, 2019
Wednesday, October 16, 2019
Wednesday, December 11, 2019 (Q)
(This meeting is a combined meeting 
for November & December)
The Retirement Board meetings will 
immediately follow the Commission-
ers’ Meetings. 
(Q) The Quarterly Retirement Board 
general business will begin immedi-
ately following the Commissioners’ 
meetings, to be recessed and recon-
vened at 1:00 p.m. for presentations 
and reports of the investment manag-
ers, consultants, actuaries, etc.   
By Order of the Board
Chad Saylor
Chief Clerk

#101DC 0102-1T
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PUBLIC NOTICE
DAUPHIN COUNTY EMERGENCY 

PLANNING COMMITTEE
PUBLIC INFORMATION 

AVAILABILITY AND
INFORMATION REQUEST POLICY
In response to Sections 324 and 
301 of the Emergency Planning and 
Community Right-to-Know Act, the 
Dauphin County Local Emergency 
Planning Committee has set forth 
the following guidelines in regard to 
requests for information (plans, data 
sheets, forms and follow-up notices) 
by the public.  Should any member of 
the community make a request, the 
following procedures will be taken:
1.  All requests for information shall 
meet the following conditions:
a) The request is issued in writing to
Chairperson, Dauphin County LEPC
c/o Dauphin County EMA
911 Gibson Blvd.
Steelton, PA. 17113-1899
Phone (717) 558-6800
FAX (717-558-6850;
 b) The request specifically describes 
the document and/or information being 
requested;
c) The request states how the 
information is to be provided to the 
requestor; and
d) The request includes the requestor’s 
name and a daytime telephone 
number.
2.  Requests will be reviewed against 
Section 324 of the Emergency Planning 
and Community Right-to-Know Act   
and the Dauphin County Right-to-Know 
Law Policy/Procedure.
3.  Upon approval of a request, the 
LEPC will make the requested informa-
tion available to the requestor within 30 
business days of its approval to honor 
the request.  
4.  Upon the request by an owner or 
operator of a facility subject to the 
requirements of SARA section 312, the 
LEPC shall withhold from disclosure, 
the location of any specific chemical 
listed on a tier II inventory report.
5.  Costs associated with copying and 
mailing the requested information will 
be paid in advance by the requestor.
6.  Should the request be made for 
information not in the possession of the 
LEPC, the request will be forwarded to 
a representative of the facility that is the 
subject of the request.  The LEPC will 
notify the requestor that their request 
has been forwarded.
By Order of the Board

#102DC 0102-1T
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PUBLIC NOTICE
DAUPHIN COUNTY EMERGENCY 

PLANNING COMMITTEE
2019 PUBLIC MEETINGS NOTICE

The Dauphin County Local Emergency 
Planning Committee (LEPC) will meet 
at 10:00 a.m. on the dates listed below 
at the Dauphin County Department of 
Public Safety, located at 911 Gibson 
Blvd, Steelton, Pennsylvania for the 
purpose of conducting business and 
reviewing plans in accordance with 
Superfund Amendments and Reautho-
rization Act of 1986 and Pennsylvania 
Act 165 of 1990 as amended.
Thursday, February 7, 2019
Thursday, April 4, 2019
Thursday, June 6, 2019
Thursday, August 1, 2019
Thursday, October 3, 2019
Thursday, December 5, 2019
By Order of the Board
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PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Letters 
Testamentary/Letters of Administration 
on the Estate of Karla Ann Wingert, 
Deceased, late of Royalton Borough, 
Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, have 
been granted to the undersigned Ex-
ecutor. All persons therefore indebted 
to said estate are requested to make 
immediate payment, and those hav-
ing just claims will please present the 
same, duly authenticated, for settle-
ment, without delay to Christopher L. 
Hoke, Executor, 820 Moore’s Mountain 
Rd., Lewisberry, PA  17339.

#104 0102-3T
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
ESTATE NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Letters of 
Administration on the Estate of Philip 
M. Denci, Sr., Deceased, late of Derry 
Township, Dauphin County, Penn-
sylvania, have been granted to the 
undersigned Administrator. All persons 
therefore indebted to said estate are re-
quested to make immediate payment, 
and those having just claims will please 
present the same, duly authenticated, 
for settlement, without delay. Philip M. 
Denci, Jr.  – Administrator c/o Gerald 
J. Brinser  P.O. Box 323, Palmyra, PA 
17078 – Attorney.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Letters 
Testamentary on the Estate of Patricia 
O. Stevens, a/k/a Patricia Ann Stevens, 
Deceased, late of Derry Township, 
Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, have 
been granted to the undersigned 
Executor. All persons therefore 
indebted to said estate are requested 
to make immediate payment, and 
those having just claims will please 
present the same, duly authenticated, 
for settlement, without delay. Michael 
L. Stevens-Executor, c/o Keith D. 
Wagner, P. O. Box 323, Palmyra, PA 
17078– Attorney.

#295 1219-3T
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PUBLIC NOTICE
SALE OF EXCESS MUNICIPAL 

VEHICLES
The Borough of Highspire, Dauphin 
County, is offering the following ve-
hicles and equipment for sale to the 
highest responsible bidder:
Vehicle #1 - 2007 Ford Crown Victoria 
sedan, French blue in color, police 
package.  Vehicle is “as is” and has 
a current Pennsylvania Certificate of 
Inspection and Emissions, 03/2019.
 Vehicle #2 - 2010 Ford Crown Victoria 
sedan, French blue in color, police 
package.  Vehicle is “as is” and has 
a current Pennsylvania Certificate of 
Inspection and Emissions, 10/2019. 
Written Bids should be placed in a 
sealed envelope with payment in the 
form of a check. The words “Vehicle 
Bid” and either “Vehicle #1” or “Vehicle 
#2” (see above) should be written on 
the outside of the envelope for which-
ever vehicle you will be bidding on. 
Only one bid per envelope per vehicle. 
The bid document should contain 
bidder information to include the 
bidders name, address and daytime 
phone number and be delivered to the 
attention of the - Borough Manager, 
Highspire Borough, 640 Eshelman 
St., Highspire, PA 17034. Bids will be 
accepted until Monday, January 9, 
2019, at 3:00 p.m. after which a public 
bid opening will be held.
The vehicle and equipment may be 
inspected by contacting the Borough 
Office, Monday through Friday, be-
tween 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. (717) 
939-3303.  Appointments are not 
necessary, but are appreciated.
The Borough reserves the right to reject 
any and all bids.  
Mark L. Stonbraker
Borough Manager

#296 1226-1T
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PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Letters 
Testamentary on the Estate of Sharon 
S. Hartman, Deceased, late of East 
Hanover Township, Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania, have been granted to 
the undersigned Co-Executors. All 
persons therefore indebted to said es-
tate are requested to make immediate 
payment, and those having just claims 
will please present the same, duly 
authenticated, for settlement, without 
delay. Amy J. Rodriguez, Steven M. 
Hartman, Andrea L. Leavelle and 
Kimberly R. Rittle  – Co-Executors, 
c/o Keith D. Wagner, P. O. Box 323, 
Palmyra, PA 17078– Attorney.

#297 1226-3T
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Auditors’ Report

Middletown Area School District
Year ended June 30, 2018

The independent auditor’s report of 
Middletown Area School District dated 
December 12, 2018 has been filed and 
is available for public inspection at the 
school’s business office on regular 
business days.
The auditors, appointed by the Board 
of Directors of the Middletown Area 
School District, have completed the 
audit of the Middletown Area School 
District for the school year ended 
June 30, 2018. In accordance with 
the provisions of Section 2432 of 
the Public School Code of 1949, as 
amended, said report was filed on or 
about December 21, 2018, in the Of-
fice of the Prothonotary of the Court 
of Common Pleas of Dauphin County 
and that said report will be confirmed 
absolutely unless an appeal is taken 
therefrom within thirty days after the 
filing thereof.
The Single Audit Report of Middletown 
Area School District dated December 
12, 2018 is also available for public in-
spection at the school’s business office.

#298 1226-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE 

Letters of Administration on the Estate 
of Craig D. Bower, date of death 
November 26, 2018, late of Lower 
Swatara Township, Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania, having been granted 
to the undersigned, all persons in-
debted to said Estate are requested to 
make immediate payment and those 
having claims will present them for 
settlement to:

Darryl B. Bower, Administrator
c/o Pannebaker & Mohr, P.C.

4000 Vine St, Suite 101
Middletown, PA 17057

or to: 
Kendra A. Mohr, Esq.

Pannebaker & Mohr, P.C.
4000 Vine St, Suite 101

        Middletown, PA 17057

#300 1226-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

Hiring 
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 EMPLOYMENT

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

On Christmas Eve 2002, the most 
notorious crime in recent Middletown 
history took place when Ernest R. 
Wholaver Jr. killed his wife, Jean, and 
the couple’s two daughters, Victoria 
and Elizabeth, inside their borough 
home.

Now, the slaying is the subject of  a 
recent episode aired by the true crime 
television network Oxygen.

The episode titled “Silent Night, Le-
thal Night” aired Dec. 16 as part of  the 
Oxygen series “Ho-
micide for the Holi-
days.” The episode 
still can be viewed 
by going to the 
Oxygen website 
at www.oxygen.
com/homicide-
for-the-holidays/
season-2/silent-
night-lethal-night.

The episode includes excerpts of  
an interview with Dauphin County 
District Attorney Fran Chardo, who 
prosecuted the case against Wholaver 
in 2004. Also appearing in the piece is 
former Middletown police Detective 
David Sweitzer, who received awards 
recognizing his work investigating 
the Wholaver case. Jean’s sister, Mi-
chelle Bittman Lilley, is interviewed, 
as well as Robert Givler, now of  the 
Royalton Police Department, who was 
first on the scene as a Middletown 
officer in 2002.

Wholaver, now 58, in 2004 was 

sentenced to death three times after 
being convicted of  all three slayings 
by a Dauphin County jury.

Wholaver in July 2002 had been 
charged with several sexual offenses 
for alleged conduct involving his two 
daughters. After those charges were 
filed, Jean Wholaver obtained a pro-
tection from abuse order. Wholaver 
left the house and moved into the 
residence of  his mother, father and 
brother Scott in Cambria County.

Wholaver was to go on trial for the 
sexual offenses involving his daugh-
ters in January 2003. Shortly after 
midnight on Dec. 24, 2002, Wholaver 
broke into his former residence in 
Middletown and shot and killed Jean, 
Victoria and Elizabeth.

Besides the three death penalty 
murder convictions, Wholaver was 
also found guilty in 2004 of  plotting 
to hire a hitman to kill Victoria’s ex-
boyfriend. He was found not guilty of  
the charges that he molested Victoria 
and Elizabeth.

In January 2018, Wholaver exhaust-
ed his appeals at the state level when 
the Pennsylvania Supreme Court 
handed down a decision affirming the 
death penalty convictions.

Wholaver is on death row. He is con-
tinuing to pursue his appeals through 
the federal courts. In addition, the 
moratorium against all executions 
in Pennsylvania that Gov. Tom Wolf  
declared in 2015 remains in effect.

In May 2013, the Wholaver case was 
featured in an episode of  “Nightmare 
Next Door” on the Investigation Dis-
covery Channel.

Wholaver murder 
case subject of 
TV show episode

Wholaver

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Will Lower Swatara Township cut 
grass, brush and trees along the side 
of  the road?

That’s what commissioners debat-
ed Dec. 5 after being shown numerous 
examples of  township roads. They 
asked staff to come up with a plan.  

Vice President Todd Truntz said 
when a government provides a ser-
vice, it has to be equal for everyone 
unless there is a compelling reason 
to provide it for one person but not 
another. A compelling reason could 
be if  there is an electrical junction 
box, a sight distance issue, or safety 
concerns, Truntz said.

“That’s my major concern. It is all 
about the safety — not only the safety 
of  your people, but the safety of  that 
homeowner trying to cut those ri-
diculous slopes,” said Commissioner 
Ron Paul. 

In September, a township resident 
told the board that there were inter-
sections where he had to drive past 
the stop sign to see around tall grass 
on the side of  the road. 

During the December meeting, 
Township Director of  Public Works 
Lester Lanman showed pictures of  
about a dozen public roads that border 
private property. 

According to Lanman, there are 44 
miles of  township-owned roads and 17 
miles of  state roads in Lower Swatara. 
He said it took weeks to mow all of  
the right-of-ways along the roads. 
A right-of-way is an acquired strip 
of  land intended to be occupied by 
a road, crosswalk, railroad, electric 
lines, pipelines, waterlines or sanitary 
sewer and the right to go on someone 
else’s property, according to township 
zoning code.

In an email, he said the township 
started limiting the areas cut this 
year and re-evaluating the areas they 
maintained due to personnel changes 
and the lack of  standardized proce-
dures before. He said the areas they 
cut were owned by a variety of  owners 
including private citizens, corpora-
tions and government entities. 

Lanman said there aren’t issues 
on industrial-type roads such as the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike plaza and 
Stoneridge Drive because the right-of-
ways are maintained by those entities.

Some of  the property owners cut 
the grass along the side of  the road, 
but Lanman showed other examples 
of  grass growing over the white line 
in the road, trees overhanging the 
road, and brush and trees growing 
to the power and cable lines.

Besides roads, Lanman said there 

are other areas of  concern, par-
ticularly if  there’s an item that the 
township has to maintain such as a 
traffic signal box. Grass should be cut 
around other items like guardrails, 
Lanman said, because a driver may 
pull off the road, thinking that it was 
only tall grass, and strike the guard-
rail with their vehicle.

“We can’t maintain things we 
shouldn’t be maintaining because 
all it does is add to our expense, our 
manpower,” said President Jon Wilt.

If  it’s possible, the homeowners 
should take responsibility and main-
tain the right-of-way, Wilt said.

He went through several examples 
of  tall grass or overhanging trees 
throughout the township, including 
Cockley Road near Willo Farm Vil-
lage and North Union Street toward 
the high school.

Some of  the cases were property 
maintenance issues, Lanman said, 
such as trees overhanging the road on 
Longview Drive north of  Fulling Mill 
Road toward Little Hollywood field.

Lanman said they have to be cau-
tious of  mowing where there are 
cable lines mixed among trees. Power 
and cable companies would cut back 
growth to protect their lines, but not 
for aesthetic reasons, Lanman said.

According to Lanman, some mow-
ing requires more than one person. He 
said that state law requires a vehicle 
to shadow the mower if  it touches 
the pavement. Other cases, such as 
on hills, require three people — the 
mower and two people to flag traffic.

“If  I’m in this roadway, I’ve got to 
provide traffic control. I can’t just 
send the mower out here and hope 
that the car will stop behind him and 
wait for the mower driver to tell him 
to go around,” Lanman said.

On the other hand, Lanman said he 
didn’t want to see homeowners try to 
string up a mower on ropes to try to 
mow hills.

Truntz suggested coming up with 
a plan, and Lanman said he would 
like to write a standard operating 
procedure, or a document detailing 
the way workers should do things, 
and then get board feedback. Com-
missioner Michael Davies suggested 
starting out by communicating with 
property owners.

Lanman said if  they’re not going 
to clear it, then the township needed 
to be “hot and heavy” on property 
maintenance for property owners to 
either have someone mow or come 
up with other landscaping methods.

Paul said if  land gets developed in 
the township, the township should 
reinforce that the property owners 
should maintain the right-of-way.

Lower Swatara grapples 
with a basic question:  
Who should cut the grass?
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about two months ago.
But instead of  returning the 

money, each time the so-called 
authorities would ask the student 
to wire more money, which the stu-
dent continued to do. The money 
was being wired to a man with a 
Hong Kong address, according to 
police.

By the time the student contact-
ed Penn State Harrisburg police, 
he had wired an estimated $76,000 
to the account. 

Campus police asked Middle-
town police to investigate the 
incident, as the student lives in 
the borough.

The money that the student was 
wiring came from the student’s 
mother, who lives in China, said 
Middletown Patrol Officer Wade 
Bloom, who handled the investi-
gation.

The student was having his 

mother wire the money from 
China to him in Middletown. He 
was then wiring the money back 
to the designated account in China, 
Bloom said.

Police continue to investigate 
the scam. However, Bloom ac-
knowledged there may not be 
much that the borough can do at 
this point, given that all the actors 
behind the scam appear to be in 
China. 

Bloom said he did advise the 
student to reach out to legitimate 
Chinese authorities.

Penn State Harrisburg has a 
sizable number of  Chinese stu-
dents — 248 as of  2015, according 
to numbers the campus provided 
at that time.

Just more than 10 percent of  
students enrolled at Penn State 
Harrisburg come from other coun-
tries. More of  those students are 
from China than from any other 
nation.

Bloom said that as of  now he sees 
no indications that other Chinese 
students at Penn State Harrisburg 
are being targeted.

Bloom said he wishes that the 
student would have reached out 
to authorities earlier — before he 
started wiring the money.

“If  he had come to me right 
off the bat, we could have gotten 
the Chinese consulate involved,” 
Bloom said.

Penn State Harrisburg spokes-
woman Yvonne Harhigh said she is 
not aware of  any other scams that 
are targeting Chinese students 
who are enrolled on the campus.

The Chinese Student Associa-
tion of  Penn State Harrisburg and 
the International Student Sup-
port Services Office both provide 
detailed “anti-scam” messages 
in Mandarin that are posted on 
official campus social media ac-
counts used to communicate with 
international students, Harhigh 

told the Press & Journal. The 
China Consulate General in New 
York City also provides hotlines for 
students and families to seek sup-
port or to report scam incidents.

Each new semester, interna-
tional Penn State Harrisburg 
students go through an education 
program that includes guidance 
on adjusting to life in the United 
States, such as not falling victim 
to scams, Harhigh said. The 
campus International Student 
Support Services office provides 
ongoing support to students from 
China and from the other foreign 
countries attending Penn State 
Harrisburg all year long.

“When we learn of  current 
scams, even if  our community 
members have not reported being 
victims, we try to alert everyone 
and let them know of  ways to not 
become a victim. One such com-
munication is planned for the start 
of  next semester,” Harhigh said.

SCAM: Police wish victim would have reached out to them sooner
From page A1

eventually, as part of  what Miller 
calls the airport’s “east end renais-
sance,” focused on improvements 
to benefit the cargo carriers and 
the Pennsylvania Air National 
Guard.

One of  the buildings is visible to 
anyone traveling Route 230/West 

Harrisburg Pike, across the road 
from the Middletown Home. It’s 
Building 26, the imposing former 
Officer’s Command Headquarters 
that has fallen into a state of  disre-
pair and is full of  asbestos.

Built in 1933, it has 52,414 square 
feet and is two stories high with a 
basement. Vacant since 1989, it was 
used as the command headquar-

ters. There are holes in its roof  and 
windows, and signs on the doors 
warning of  the asbestos inside.

Also coming down is a smaller 
building across Airport Drive 
from the old headquarters. The 
nondescript Building 96 was 
erected in 1942 as a temporary 
World War II-era structure. It’s 
15,354 square feet — a long, rect-

angular, two-story, gable-roofed 
building. From 1995 to 2009, the 
Pennsylvania Air National Guard 
used it as weekend barracks. 

Most of  the land the airport 
owns on the north side of  Route 
230 has been developed, except 
for some acreage behind Sheetz.

“There’s nothing hot on that 
trail right now,” Miller said.

HIA: Airport says it hopes to tear down buildings in the near future
From page A1

Daily nonstop flights to Dallas/
Fort Worth International Airport 
are coming back to Harrisburg 
International Airport, starting 
June 6.

The service from HIA is among 
18 new routes for 2019 announced 
by Fort Worth-based American 
Airlines.

Tickets started being sold for the 
flights last month.

The new year-round service will 

include one departure each day 
from HIA to Dallas/Fort Worth, 
and one daily returning flight, 
according to HIA.

HIA has not had direct flights 
to Dallas/Fort Worth since 2008. 
American pulled the flights after 
bringing them to HIA in 2006.

The region supported the ser-
vice, but the direct flights to Dal-
las/Fort Worth became a casualty 
to the post-9/11 restructuring of  

American and other legacy carri-
ers, and to the economic downturn 
of  2008, airport spokesman Scott 
Miller told the Press & Journal. 
Soaring fuel costs at the time were 
also a contributing factor.

“We are thrilled that American 
Airlines has chosen to expand 
service once again from Harris-
burg,” HIA Executive Director 
Tim Edwards said. “Business 
travelers from throughout cen-

tral Pennsylvania will no longer 
have to drive hours each way for 
a nonstop flight to the Dallas/Fort 
Worth metroplex.”

Dallas/Fort Worth is the larg-
est hub of  the American Airlines 
network, so the direct flights will 
make it easier for travelers from 
HIA to connect to destinations 
throughout Texas, the south-
ern and western United States, 
Mexico, Latin America and Asia, 

Edwards said.
Including the new service to Dal-

las/Fort Worth starting in June, 
American will offer an average 
of  16 weekday departures from 

Harrisburg — six to Charlotte, five 
to Philadelphia, three to Chicago 
O’Hare and one each to Dallas 
and Boston.

— Dan Miller

Nonstop daily flights to Dallas from Harrisburg International restart in June

students complimented his neigh-
bor’s drawing skills.

This was one of  the lessons of  
Middletown Area School District’s 
new Positive Action program 
— a social-emotional learning 
program that “promotes an in-
trinsic interest in learning and 
encourages cooperation among 
students,” according to its website.

The program was implemented 
in kindergarten through eighth 
grade in Octo-
ber. In Shuey’s 
classroom, Pos-
itive Action is 
taught 15 min-
utes every day.

She said the 
lesson helped 
the students 
feel positive by 
focusing on their valuable skills. 
Kids can get stuck in the negative 
and it can be hard for them to get 
out of  it, Shuey said. 

“They have a hard time think-
ing positive about themselves 
because some of  our kids do have 
a rough background at home and 
school is their positive place. … It 
teaches them to be more positive 
and respectful of  their peers,” 
Shuey said.

Last fall, the Pennsylvania 
Youth Survey was administered 
to district sixth-graders, eighth-
graders, sophomores and seniors. 
The results indicated that Middle-
town students were the most at 
risk for low commitment toward 
school, parents’ favorable attitude 
toward antisocial behavior and 
students not considering drug 
use risky. 

MASD Superintendent Lori 
Suski said they chose to imple-
ment Positive Action in response 
to the survey results. Research, 
she said, shows that people who 
feel poorly about themselves can 
turn to drugs and alcohol to numb 
the pain. Positive Action can help 
the students see their self-worth to 
stop them from getting involved in 
drugs and alcohol.

“So our challenge is, how do we 
take these positive values and use 
them to help motivate students so 
that our achievement goes up, our 
kids become better people and we 
see good behavior?” Suski said.

The program is funded by a 
grant through the Pennsylvania 
Commission on Crime and De-
linquency. MASD will receive 
$76,440 for the next two years to 
implement Positive Action. 

One other school district in the 
state, Karns City, also received the 

grant. Superintendent Eric Ritzert 
said his district is implementing 
Positive Action in two of  their 
elementary schools this year. 

Suski said social-emotional 
curriculum such as Positive Ac-
tion has become more common 
in recent years. 

“Society is different. This is my 
30th year in education. When I 
started teaching in the late ’80s, 
it was a different world than it 
is right now in terms of  student 
behavior. We’re just seeing a very 
different type of  behavior, and I 
think a lot of  it is the societal influ-
ences on kids,” she said.

Swearing and disrespect are 
common on television, and kids 
aren’t as resilient, she said. Suski 
said there has been an increase 
in student disciplinary referrals 
to the office over the past several 
years.

In addition to Positive Action, 
the district implemented the 
Middletown Area Therapeutic 
Elementary Support program at 
Fink this year, which provides 
counseling support and social 
skills training to disruptive stu-
dents who may or may not have un-
dergone a traumatic experience. 
The district also is working on a 
Schoolwide Positive Behavioral 
Interventions and Support pro-
gram as a framework to promote 
positive behaviors.

Positive Action explained
Teachers started teaching Posi-

tive Action lessons on Oct. 15.
According to its website, Posi-

tive Action uses the “thoughts-ac-
tions-feelings circle,” or thoughts 
lead to actions, which lead to how 
one feels about themselves, which 
in turn influences how one thinks. 
Students want to learn when their 
thoughts, actions and feelings are 
positive and don’t when they are 
negative. 

“The research shows when 
students feel more positive about 
themselves, they tend to be kinder 
to others, which then eliminates 
the bullying behaviors; eliminates 
some of  the other negative behav-
iors that are often exhibited to-
ward other students,” Suski said.

According to Suski, the program 
will be comprised of  a number 
of  units including teaching the 
students how to interact with each 
other; how to be motivated inter-
nally; and a number of  skills such 
as managing thoughts and feel-
ings, not blaming others, avoiding 
bullying, telling the truth, manag-
ing time, and being hygienic.

How the skills are taught dif-
fers depending on the grade level, 

Suski said. For younger students, 
it could be taught through games 
or puppets, and for middle school 
students, the lessons could be 
taught through radio scripts or 
role-playing. 

While Shuey’s first-graders 
were improving their self-image, 
upstairs in Gail Jones’ fourth-
grade classroom the students were 
making positive “self-conceptom-
eter” bookmarks. Every time they 
did something such as make a new 
friend, help with chores or say 
please or thank you, they filled in 
the thermometer. 

“I think it’s going to be good for 
the kids overall because they’re 
learning how to be better students, 
better citizens,” Jones said.

Positive Action’s curriculum 
can increase student achieve-
ment, Suski said. She explained 
that there are fewer classroom 
disruptions and students are more 
focused when they go to school in 
a safe, conducive environment and 
do not have issues with their peers.

Both Jones and Shuey teach a 
Positive Action lesson every day.

“Positive Action is not replacing 
any curriculum. It is an additional 
program being implemented 
during the school day so that all 
students receive it,” Suski said.

Positive Action is not being 
taught during a specific period 
during the day, and how long 
the lessons are varies between 
elementary and middle school. 

In the elementary schools, 
the lessons last 15 minutes, and 
because the classes are self-con-
tained, Suski said the teachers 
have flexibility to move around 
their other subjects.

Both Jones and Shuey taught 
their lessons in the afternoon. 
Suski said others have the Posi-
tive Action lesson first thing in 
the morning. 

At the middle school, Positive 
Action is being taught during 
a special 41-minute period first 
thing in the morning on Wednes-
days. Sixth graders receive three 
lessons during the period, and 
seventh- and eighth-graders have 
two lessons. There is no enrich-
ment or intervention period on 
Wednesdays, Suski said.

Although the program could 
be extended into the high school, 
Suski said it would be challeng-
ing to implement the program 
there because of  how the day is 
structured.

She estimated that the materi-
als for the program — such as 
classroom materials and tools for 
counselors, families and the com-
munity — cost about $46,000. Some 

of  the materials could be reused, 
although others may need to be 
repurchased. The rest of  the grant 
funds will go toward training staff.

She said that one of  the require-
ments of  the grant is to collect 
data, such as number and types 
of  office referrals and test scores.

The district sent home a letter 
in November about the program 
and asking for parent permission 
to conduct pre- and post-surveys 
to measure Positive Action’s 
delivery. 

Recently, the district held a 
bullying prevention program, 
and MASD plans to offer more 
roundtable discussions and other 
family and parent programs on 
how to integrate the Positive Ac-
tion lessons at home and in the 
community.

While academics are important, 
Suski said students have to learn 
how to be good citizens. 

Suski said the purpose of  all the 
new programs is to help MASD 
students be successful. 

“We want our students to be 
well-rounded. We want them to 
be productive. We want them to be 
socially responsible — all of  these 
things flow right into the mission 
and vision of  the school district,” 
Suski said.

POSITIVES: ‘We’re just seeing a very different type of behavior,’ superintendent says of students today
From page A1

Suski

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Kunkel Elementary School second-graders Audrina Mastervich and Hallie Bragunier work on a Positive Action lesson 
with teacher Lori D'Amour on Oct. 29. 

Kunkel Elementary School second-graders Zahir Dow, Jackson Lawyer and 
Ryder Derk work on a Positive Action lesson on Oct. 29. 
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probably do, and that’s the age 
of  many of  the 35 folks who are 
members of  the lodge today.

The walls of  the rooms on the 
third floor are replete with glass 
cases, many displaying the sym-
bols, emblems and decorations 
central to the unique ritualistic 
heritage of  the Odd Fellows.

Other cases and plaques show 
the names of  past lodge leaders 
and members, a list reading like 
a who’s who of  Middletown com-
munity leaders over the past 170 
years.

Young blood
Now, the lodge is looking to new 

blood like Seth Anthony and his 
wife, Stacy, who at 34 and 35 respec-
tively are among the youngest, if  
not the youngest, people to lead the 
lodge in its history in Middletown.

A communications director for 
an advertising agency in Harris-
burg, Anthony knows the power 
of  the Internet and social media 
such as Facebook.

No pun intended, but that kind 
of  self-promotion might be at odds 
with some longtime Odd Fellowers 
— although Anthony considers 
Odd Fellows “the least secretive” 
among other groups that get put 
in the same camp, such as the 
Masons.

Still, you can’t just walk off the 
street into an Odd Fellows meeting 
to see what it’s like, even if  you are 
interested in joining the organiza-
tion. Odd Fellows meetings are for 
members only, Anthony said.

Yet for Odd Fellows to bring in 
new and younger members — such 
as Seth and Stacy — the organiza-
tion must be willing to peel back 
a few layers of  the onion.

“It’s not about being secret,” 
Anthony told the Press & Journal 
in a recent interview. “It’s kind 
of  cool to have the secret society 
thing behind you a little bit, the 
old building and kind of  the his-
tory here. We are a secret in that 
nobody knows about us. But there 
is a big sign out on the building 
that says we are here. We’re not 
hiding, we are in plain sight. It’s 
just that fewer people knock at the 
door nowadays.”

‘Fogs of antiquity’
Exactly when Odd Fellows start-

ed is “lost in the fogs of  antiquity,” 
according to a history posted at 
https://odd-fellows.org/history.

In the 1700s, Odd Fellows lodges 
sprung up throughout England, 
as a way of  bringing together 
members of  the blue collar trades 
such as chimney sweeps who felt 

themselves passed over by the 
trade guild movement.

Odd Fellows adopted a four-fold 
mission statement — still in place 
today — to bury the dead, relieve 
the distressed, educate the or-
phaned, and visit the sick.

“People thought it was odd that 
people would band together to give 
away money and help each other 
at a time in pre-Victorian England 
where that was not a thing you 
did,” Anthony said, hence the 
name “Odd Fellows.”

There were lodges in New York 
City as early as 1806. But the first 
official Independent Order of  Odd 
Fellows lodge in the United States 
was organized by Thomas Wildey 
in Baltimore in 1819.

Middletown is Lodge 307, be-
cause when it was chartered in 
1848 there were already 306 other 
Odd Fellows lodges that had been 
chartered just in Pennsylvania.

Odd Fellows peaked nationally 
in the early 1900s, when it had 
about 800,000 members. The Mid-
dletown lodge once had several 
hundred members. Now it’s down 
to about 35. Most are older than 
60, with many being 80 and older.

The lodge would have even fewer 
members if  not for absorbing all 
those other Odd Fellows lodges 
that have closed over the years 
in places such as Elizabethtown, 
Swatara Township and elsewhere.

The slow but steady demise of  
the Odd Fellows started with the 
government taking on more and 
more of  the role of  providing a 
safety net, gradually reducing the 
need for groups such as the Odd 
Fellows, Anthony noted.

Financially stable
He and Stacy both had grand-

fathers who were longtime Odd 
Fellows. The couple met through 
their own involvement in fraternal 
groups.

“We both found that we have a 
love and passion for those organi-
zations,” Anthony said. “That was 
a match made well for us.”

To Anthony, Odd Fellows and 
fraternal organizations in general 
are “the original social network,” 
long before Facebook, Instagram 
and the rest. Members of  these 
groups connected with each other 
for any kind of  service that was 
needed. That’s still true today, 
Anthony says.

“We bought our home in 2014 
and because of  fraternal organiza-
tions I have a guy for everything. 
Something electrical goes wrong, I 
have a fraternity brother, whether 
through Odd Fellows or I am 
involved in Free Masons as well. 
We know somebody who can help 
us everywhere,” he said.

Despite being small, Anthony 
said the Middletown lodge is 
financially strong, from having 
absorbed the members of  those 
other lodges after they closed. 
The lodge also collects rent from 
people living in six apartments in 
the building on West Emaus Street.

This makes the lodge “self-
sustaining” except for capital 
improvements, without having to 
rely on fundraisers, Anthony said.

The lodge also collects annual 
dues of  $60 from each member.

Proud members
Among the lodge members is 

Jeff Calhoon, a relatively young 58.
Calhoon’s father was a Middle-

town Odd Fellow for more than 
40 years. His father lived in one 
of  the apartments in the building 
for about 15 years, until he died.

“He was like the landlord,” said 
Calhoon, who also lived in one of  
the apartments for about 20 years, 
well before Calhoon would start 
attending Odd Fellows meetings 
about 15 years ago, when he no 
longer had to work second shift.

Calhoon’s brother Roger, 61, is 
also a Middletown Odd Fellow. A 
retired Navy reservist, Roger each 
year represents Lodge 307 in recit-
ing “Logan’s Order” during the 
Memorial Day ceremony at the 
cemetery on North Union Street.

Calhoon says that during the 
Civil War, Odd Fellows from both 
the Union and the Confederacy 
would stop after a battle, and get 
together for a meeting.

“That was the bond. We are fight-
ing but we are all lodge brothers,” 
Calhoon said.

Calhoon proudly notes that to-
day, Odd Fellows is the only frater-
nal group where the soldiers who 
guard the Tomb of  the Unknown 
Soldier at Arlington National 
Cemetery stop marching for half  
an hour, so Odd Fellows can place 
wreaths at the tomb representing 
all the states each May.

“There’s so much good that 
comes with being a member of  a 
fraternity,” Calhoon said. “You get 
to work in your community. You 
meet a lot of  nice friends.”

More open?
Odd Fellows wants to do more 

for the Middletown community, 
but it needs more members to do 
so, Calhoon said. He sees the need 
for the group to open up.

“For the longest time we were so 
secret. People didn’t know about 
us. Now if  you go on the Internet 
and look up Odd Fellows, this 
lodge has its own webpage and 
Facebook.”

“We know that the funding for 
the library has gone down, so 
organizations like ours pick up 
the tab,” Anthony said. “At some 
point we either run out of  money 
because we have done all we can, or 
the lights go out because we don’t 
have any members, unless we get 
the support from the community 
and the folks who are interested 
in doing good and being better.”

The Middletown lodge has the 
freedom to support those causes 
that it desires, as long as the en-
deavors are in line with the four-
fold mission statement of  the Odd 
Fellows, Anthony said.

“We want to do the projects that 
our members connect with,” he 
added. “While it’s not necessarily 
a recruiting tactic — ‘If  you join 
we will give money to this other 
thing you are involved with’ — we 
are interested in finding out what 
the community needs, and finding 
folks who are interested in doing 
that, and helping them.”

If  you’d like to learn more about 
the Odd Fellows in Middletown, 
check out the lodge website at 
triune307.org.

STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER

Stacy and Seth Anthony pose with some of the Odd Fellows memorabilia 
that can be found on the third floor of the lodge on West Emaus Street where 
Middletown Odd Fellows have been meeting since the 1880s.

FELLOWS: Group tries to rebound despite dwindling membership
From page A1

Tom and 
Judy 
Librandi 
were gifted 
a 9,000- 
piece 
puzzle for 
Christmas 
last year 
by their 
son and 
daughter-
in-law. 
It took 
them six 
months to 
complete 
it.
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KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE 1/2/19 - 1/7/19

SAVINGSSAVINGS
TIME

PRIME CHOPPED STEAK
MUST BUY 5 LBS

379
lb.

PRIME BONELESS TOP ROUND
LONDON BROILS, STEAKS
& ROASTS
MUST BUY 5 LBS 379

lb.

& ROASTS
MUST BUY 5 LBS 3

PRIME BONELESS CHUCK
EYE TENDER ROASTS
MUST BUY 5 LBSMUST BUY 5 LBS

359
lb.

FRESH EXTRA LEAN
CHOPPED STEAK
MUST BUY 10 LBS+

299
lb.

FRESH BONELESS SKINLESS
CHICKEN THIGHS
LIMIT 10 LBS PER FAMILY

$1lb.

31/40 CT EZ PEEL
LARGE SHRIMP
SOLD IN 2 LB BAGS 599

lb.

FRESH SNOW PEAS
LIMIT 5 LBS

99¢
lb.

3 LB HALO
CLEMENTINES

399
ea.

3 LB HALO

399
ea.

FRESH EXTRA LEAN
CHOPPED STEAK
MUST BUY 10 LBS+

FRESH BONELESS SKINLESS
CHICKEN THIGHS
LIMIT 10 LBS PER FAMILY

FRESH SNOW PEAS
LIMIT 5 LBS

99¢
lb.

199
pk.

4-5.3 OZ
DANNON ACTIVIA
AND LIGHT & FIT
YOGURT

8.9 - 15.2 OZ

ASSORTED GENERAL
MILLS CEREALS

BUY 4
AND SAVE AN
ADDITIONAL

$2
INSTANTLY

4 FOR 
$10 

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

On the wall of  Tom and Judy 
Librandi’s garage is a huge 
9,000-piece puzzle depicting an 
underwater wonderland filled 
with brightly colored saltwater 
fish and coral.

The puzzle was gifted to the 
Librandis last Christmas by their 
son, Todd, and daughter-in-law 
Teianna. 

Judy said her first thought when 
she opened the puzzle was, “Do you 
think I’m going to do this?”

She thought that the puzzle 
would take a year to complete, but 
she and Tom ended up finishing it 
in six months. 

Teianna said she knew Judy and 
Tom had done puzzles before, but 
Judy said this is the largest puzzle 
she had ever worked on. She and 
Todd ventured to the puzzle sec-

tion at Toys On The Square in 
Hummelstown. Todd at first pulled 
down a 30,000-piece puzzle. 

“I said, ‘No way. You’re not 
getting that for your parents,’” 
Teianna recalled. 

However, when they saw the 
Ravensburger “Underwater Para-
dise,” they knew it was perfect be-
cause, as Teianna said, they have a 
huge aquarium in their home and 
used to spend the winter months 
in Florida. 

“We wanted to get them some-
thing they could work on. It was 
sort of  a bonding thing,” Teianna 
said. 

Inside the puzzle’s box was 
two bags divided into the left and 
right side. 

“It was overwhelming,” Judy 
said. 

But once they got started, they 
became addicted. Judy estimated 
that they worked on the puzzle for 

more than 600 hours. Tom would 
work on the puzzle when he got 
home from work, and then they 
would work on the puzzle together 
late into the evenings. Sometimes, 
Judy would even wake up at 2 a.m. 
to work on it. 

The Librandis worked on it in 
what had they call the Chesapeake 
room — a bright room in the back 
of  the house filled with natural 
light. They had to move furniture 
around to even accommodate the 
puzzle, and Judy said they couldn’t 
use the room at Easter because of  
the puzzle. 

“It was a killer on the back,” 
Tom said. 

“Every time I looked at it I 
didn’t even want to bother. It was 
so overwhelming,” Teianna said. 

Judy and Tom started by picking 
out the coral pieces, and over the 
months, they would fill Teianna 
and Todd in on how it was going. 

One day, Tom and Judy told 
them they were missing one piece.

“We tore the house apart looking 
for it and didn’t find it,” Judy said. 

While Teianna said she would’ve 
just left the spot empty, making it 
part of  the puzzle’s tale, Judy and 
Tom were sent half  of  a puzzle, 
but even after sorting through 
thousands of  puzzle pieces still 
couldn’t find the missing red and 
black coral piece. Tom ended up 
making the piece himself. 

Her advice is to be committed to 
finishing the puzzle. 

“I’m a stickler for sticking to 
things and completing things. 
When I start something, I’m going 
to complete it,” Judy said. 

Judy said without Tom’s help, 
the puzzle would have taken even 
longer to finish. Plus, they enjoyed 
working together.

“It was fun. It truly was fun,” 
Tom said. 

9,000-piece puzzle took 600 hours to finish

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR. 
Support your local businesses.
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1350 Schoolhouse Rd., 
Middletown • 717-944-0760

BLOCK SHOOT

SUNDAY, 
January 6th
starting at 1 pm

SPORTSMEN LIMITED

1350 Schoolhouse Rd., 
Middletown 

BLOCK SHOOTBLOCK SHOOT

Held at:

FIFTH SHOOT
BASED ON 60 SHOOTERS

 $250
MEAT PRIZES!

   Benefi ts Kids 
    Trout Derby

CASH
LAST SHOOT

BLUE AND GOLD CLUB
fundraiser dinner dance

Supporting student programs in 
the Middletown Area School District

BLUE AND GOLD IS A 501(C)(3) COMPANY

SATURDAY, JANUARY 19th  from 6-10 PM
AMERICAN LEGION POST 594, 137 EAST HIGH STREET, MIDDLETOWN

advance ticket sales only

TICKET PURCHASE & INFO: Larry Etter (717) 944-3123 or 
MASD Athletic Director (717) 948-3333

TICKETS:
$30 + CASH BAR

The

50/50 RAFFLES BASKET RAFFLE

REGISTRATION
Lower Swatara Twp. Athletic Association

YOUTH BASEBALL, GIRLS’ SOFTBALL & TEENER BASEBALL

LSTAA Baseball and Softball registration for the 2019 season will be held at 
the Lower Swatara Municipal Building: 1499 Spring Garden Dr., Middletown

For questions, including cost and fundraiser 
options as well as online registration, visit www.lstaa.org or call 

JASON WAGNER at (717) 574-0536

Open to all kids living within Lower Swatara Township and Highspire. 
First year players must bring a copy of birth certifi cate and proof of residency document.

Volunteers for coaching are welcome and may sign up at registration. Online registration cut-off date is 2/3/19.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 19th 9 am-Noon
SATURDAY, JANUARY 26th 1 pm-4 pm

By Larry Etter
Press & Journal Staff

The Middletown boys basketball 
team suffered a pair of  losses in 
last week’s Elizabethtown Holiday 
Shootout tournament. 

After getting off to a late start 
due to the extended football sea-
son, the Blue Raiders won their 
first game, 66-52 over East Penns-
boro. But the team has not won 
since and is 1-6 on the season. 

Those losses, however, are un-
derstandable. The records of  the 
teams they played include more 
than 30 combined wins against 
just a couple of  losses. 

That has proved to be some very 
tough competition for the young 
Blue Raiders to face. In each of  the 
losses the team has not been able 
to put together complete games, 
despite showing some brief flashes 
of  good play. In the last two games 
the starting five consisted of  one 
senior, two sophomores and two 
freshmen. 

This week, the Blue Raiders 
were scheduled to play at Palmyra 

on New Year’s Eve afternoon be-
fore hosting Steelton-Highspire 
on Thursday and West Perry on 
Friday in a pair of  Mid-Penn Con-
ference Capital Division contests.  

Lampeter-Strasburg 64, 
Middletown 43 

Following a loss to Northern 
York on Thursday in the first 
night of  the tournament, the Raid-
ers showed much improvement 
against Lampeter-Strasburg on 
Friday, despite a 64-43 loss. 

“The kids had a much better 
attitude tonight,” first-year coach 
Chris Bradford said following 
Friday’s setback. 

The big difference was the 
outside shooting of  the Pioneers, 
who made 11 shots from behind 
the 3-point arc. 

“We used four different zone 
defenses against them to try to 
stop the outside shooting,” Brad-
ford said. 

When the Raiders went man-to-
man, it did limit those threes, but 
the Pioneers adjusted and were 
able to score from inside by using 

their height advantage. 
Middletown fans were encour-

aged as the Raiders earned a 13-12 
lead by the end of  the first quarter 
and by a 15-15 tie score early in 
the second. But the Pioneers, led 
by Zack Kingsley’s 3 triples and a 
pair from Patrick Holmes, went on 
to outscore the Raiders 19-9 in the 
second quarter on their way to a 
31-22 halftime lead. 

Offensive rebounding helped 
the Pioneers keep the ball in their 
hands, leading to the scoring 
advantage. Tyler Petroski, Jar-
rod Pugh, Tony Powell and Tajae 
Broadie scored deuces and Tray-
von Joseph added a free throw for 
the Raiders. 

In the second half, the Pioneers 
outscored the Blue Raiders 33-21 
to secure the win, but the Middle-
town team stayed in the game by 
limiting turnovers (five in the 
second half) on offense and play-
ing solid defense. 

The scoring, however, was hard 
to come by. The team made just 8 
of  19 shots from the floor in the 
last two periods. 

Lampeter-Strasburg opened up 
the fourth quarter with a 6-0 run 
to expand its lead to 55-32 before 
Powell broke the string with 5:24 
left in the game. Jules Nester made 
two foul shots with 2:27 left, Pugh 
scored on a drive at 1:22 and sub 
Brock Welsh drained a triple with 
36 seconds on the clock to round 
out the scoring. 

Petroski led the Raiders with 11 
points while Kingsley and Chase 
Broderick teamed for 28 points to 
lead Lampeter-Strasburg. 

Northern York 80, Middletown 49
In Thursday’s matchup, North-

ern York put on a good show of  
basketball skills in its 80-49 victory 
over the Blue Raiders. 

With burly 6-foot-4-inch senior 
forward Ryan McGill leading the 
way, the Polar Bears jumped out to 
a 40-14 halftime lead. But, despite 
those early struggles, the Raiders 
put together a much-improved sec-
ond half, scoring 35 points after the 
break, to gain some much-needed 
confidence. 

Northern collected 40 more 

points in the second half  to stay 
safely in front to hold the hard-
working Middletown team in 
check. Obviously the first half  
was not good for the Raiders, who 
committed 12 turnovers and shot 
just 4 for 24 from the floor in the 
game’s first 16 minutes. 

In the third period, the improved 
offense made 7 of  17 shots while 
scoring 17 points. Petroski scored 
9 of  his team-high 21 points in the 
frame to lead the way. But the Polar 
Bears racked up 22 points in the 
period to stay comfortably in front 
62-31 to start the fourth quarter. 

In the final segment, the two 
teams battled to an 18-18 stalemate 
as the Blue Raiders closed with a 
solid finish. Nester, Tymir Jack-
son, Broadie and Petroski teamed 
for 13 points to trim Northern’s 
lead to 24 points (68-44) with 5:17 
left in the game, but the Raiders 
would get no closer the rest of  
the way. 

The final Middletown points of  
the contest came on a triple by 
freshman Anthony Stains with 
1:27 left. 

The Middletown wrestlers 
competed in the Governor Mifflin 
Holiday Tournament, which fea-
tured 24 teams from across Penn-
sylvania, on Friday and Saturday. 

“I was very pleased with the 

team’s performance,” coach Dan 
Riggs said. “Placing eighth out of  
24 teams is definitely something 
we can build on.”

The Blue Raiders took ad-
vantage of  the post-Christmas 
2-pound weight allowance to shift 
their lineup. 

Three of  the Blue Raider stand-
outs made the drop in weight class-
es. Junior Luke Fegley dropped 
from 120 to 113 pounds. Senior 
Nate Brady dropped from 126 to 
120 pounds. Senior Ryan Berstler 
dropped from 132 to 126 pounds.  

Riggs acknowledged that he was 
“a little nervous about the three 
guys dropping down a weight 
class,” but he was pleased with 
their performance. 

“They looked strong and ready 
to compete. I am excited to see 
how they perform at those weights 
during the rest of  the season and 
postseason.”

Fegley came into the tourna-
ment as the No. 1 seed at 113 
pounds, and finished accord-
ingly. In the opening round, Fegley 
pinned Mike Bolli of  Neshaminy 
in 1 minute and 12 seconds. In 
the quarterfinals, Fegley shut out 
Palmerton’s Gabe Ramos for a 10-0 
major decision. Fegley also made 
quick work of  Malvern Prep’s 
Bobby Beckett, locking up a cradle 
and the pin in 1:03.

In the championship finals 
match, Fegley faced off against 
Jude Swisher of  State College. 
Fegley scored an early takedown 
and controlled Swisher for a 4-2 
decision and a first-place finish.

Brady finished atop the podium 
at 120 pounds after coming in as 
the No. 2 seed. Brady started the 
tournament by pinning Anthony 
Leone of  Oley Valley in 2:35. In the 
quarterfinals, Brady grappled to 
a 14-5 major decision over Chance 
Babb of  Boyertown. Brady earned 
another quality win in the semi-
final round, defeating State Col-
lege’s Clayton Leidy, 5-3. 

In the championship finals 
match, Brady squared off against 
the No. 1 seed from Conestoga, 
Mitch Baker. Brady jumped out to 
an early lead and dominated the 
action to earn a 6-2 decision and 
a first-place finish.

Junior Joey Spear was the third 
Blue Raider wrestler to advance 
to the finals and earn a title shot. 
Spear started the tournament by 

The Middletown girls bas-
ketball team lost twice in the 
Hershey Holiday Tournament 
last Thursday and Friday.

They stand at 3-5 on the 
season and will play host to 
Northern at 7:30 p.m. Jan. 2 
before traveling to West Perry 
at 7:30 p.m. Friday.

Thursday’s game against 
Lampeter-Strasburg was a 45-43 
loss. Katie Fitzpatrick scored 27 
points and had 4 steals. She was 
10 for 10 from the free throw line 
with 3 three-pointers. 

Joci Koser added 6 points, 7 
rebounds and 3 steals, and Hayli 
Akakpo-Martin added 4 points, 
2 rebounds and 4 steals. 

Also for Middletown, Jae 
Keller had 4 points, 7 rebounds 
and 11 blocks. Jade Senior 
scored 2 points and registered 
2 rebounds.

Middletown lost 41-30 to Her-
shey on Friday.

Fitzpatrick scored 28 points, 
including 3 three-pointers and 
9-of-10 from the free throw line. 
She had 6 steals and 6 rebounds.

Koser had 2 points and 5 re-
bounds, and Keller recorded 12 
rebounds and 9 blocks.

MAHS 
girls lose 
two in 
tourney

Raider boys struggle, drop pair

Wrestlers take 8th at tournament; Fegley, Brady are winners

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DEBBIE SPEAR

In the quarterfinals of the Governor Mifflin Holiday Tournament, Luke Fegley shut out Palmerton’s Gabe Ramos for a 
10-0 major decision.

Middletown senior Nate Brady grappled to a 14-5 major decision over Chance Babb of Boyertown in the Governor 
Mifflin Holiday Tournament.

Please see WRESTLERS, page B2
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Elwood’s
• PA Inspections • Brakes
• New & Used Tires • Exhaust • Struts 
• Oil Changes • Shocks • Batteries
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING
138 W. Main Street
Middletown

944-9255

IS YOUR STATE INSPECTION DUE?

Dailey’s Service 
Station
• State Inspections • Tune-ups 
• Oil Changes • Repairs
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING
Corner Main & Spruce Streets
Middletown

944-4407

Vastine’s Auto Service
General Repair Service on Domestic 
and Popular Foreign Cars
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING

231 Oak Hill Drive
Middletown

944-7154

The Hondru
Service Experience
Factory Warranty Center
The Best Service in Lancaster County

• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING

367-6644

Quick Lane 
Tire & Auto Center 
“Serving All Makes & Models 
Without An Appointment”
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING
Rte. 322 E. of Hershey at Maguire’s Ford

838-7700

Pennsylvania requires vehicle safety 
inspections for all passenger cars and 

light-duty trucks that need registration in the state.

CALL ANY ONE OF THESE LOCAL 
OFFICIAL PENNDOT INSPECTION STATIONS.

Even If Your Vehicle’s Inspection 
Is Not Due, It Pays To Have A 

Periodic Check At Least 
Every Six Months.

231 OAK HILL DRIVE • MIDDLETOWN • 944-7154

PA STATE INSPECTIONS
Lube • Oil & Filter Service

Open 
Weekdays 

8 am-5:30 pm 
Closed Sat.

•OIL CHANGES
•BRAKE REPAIRS
•EXHAUST REPAIRS
•COMPUTER DIAGNOSIS

ANSWERS  |  PUZZLES ON B4

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DEBBIE SPEAR

The Middletown boys soccer team recently handed out awards at its banquet. From left to right are Coach John Cuneo, Anthony LaVia, Edgar Lopez, Aiden 
Sessa, Coach Brian Keyser, Caleb Springer, Joey Spear, Brady Keyser and Coach Tyler Roberts. Lopez won the S.E.I. Award. Sessa was winner of the Unsung 
Hero Award. LaVia was a first-team Mid-Penn Conference Capital Division all-star selection. Spear, Springer and Keyser were second-team selections.

Raider soccer players take home awards

pinning Evan Detwiler of  Boyer-
town in 1:34. In the quarterfinals, 
Spear battled his way to a 6-5 
decision over Pine Grove’s Ayden 
Ney. Spear overpowered another 
stout opponent in the semifinals, 
jumping out to a 4-0 lead before 
forcing Manheim Central’s Con-
nor Zeamer to injury default out 
of  the match. 

Spear would have to settle for 
second place after surrendering 
a late third-period takedown, and 
a 6-5 decision, to State College’s 
Evan Courts.

Junior Quincy Reinnagel had a 
superb start to the tournament. 
Reinnagel blazed through the 
early rounds in the 220-pound 
bracket, starting with a 1 minute 
and 11 second pin over Matt Busby 
of  Octorara. Reinnagel followed 
that up with a second-period pin of  
Neshaminy’s Zach Magdelinskas. 
Day 2 of  the tournament was not 
as kind to Reinnagel, as he hit the 
mat hard in his semifinal match 
and dropped a 12-3 decision to Con-
estoga’s Paul Pelham. Reinnagel 
would drop two more matches in 
the later rounds to land in sixth 
place.

Middletown’s Ryan Berst-
ler found himself  in a stacked 
126-pound bracket. In the opening 
round, Berstler racked up points, 
earning a 16-1 technical fall over 
Mike Miklowich of  Upper Perkio-
men. In the quarterfinals, Berstler 
suffered the first of  two heart-
breaking losses. 

Wyomissing standout Anthony 
Gust caught Berstler in a head-
lock and jumped out to a 5-0 lead. 
However, Berstler battled his way 
back to tie the score at 9 but fell in 
overtime, 11-9. 

In wrestle-backs, Berstler 

pinned Governor Mifflin’s Devin 
Simpson in 3:47, but dropped a 
tough 1-0 loss to Owen Woolcott of  
State College. Berstler redeemed 
himself  with a 10-2 major decision 
over Hempfield’s Clay Gainer to 
earn seventh place.

Another notable performance 
came from Middletown sopho-
more Matt Mitchell, who defeated 
his first varsity opponent, pinning 
Devon Datres of  Hollidaysburg 
in 2:58. Junior Damion Williams 
continued to progress in only 
his second year of  wrestling. He 
earned a 6-1 win over Wyomiss-
ing’s Mike Imbesi, but came up 
short of  advancing to the medal 
rounds. 

Other Middletown wrestlers 
who competed in the holiday tour-

nament included Krea Schaeffer, 
Damien Leach, Kenny Britcher, 
Chris Joseph, Vinny Corradi, Case 
Woodley and Ivan Henderson.

The Blue Raiders wrestlers will 
be in action again at Lower Dau-
phin at 7 p.m. Jan. 2 and at home 
against Trinity at 7 p.m. Jan. 8.

WRESTLERS: Number of grapplers fare well at holiday tournament
From page B1

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DEBBIE SPEAR

In the quarterfinals, junior Joey Spear battled his way to a 6-5 decision over Pine Grove’s Ayden Ney.

Middletown place-winners at the Governor Mifflin Holiday Tournament were 
Nate Brady, Ryan Berstler, Luke Fegley, Joey Spear and Quincy Reinnagel.

LOW-COST VACCINE CLINIC FOR CATS & DOGS
Sponsored by Steelton Community Cats (Save money; no offi  ce visit charges)

Location: Steelton Community Cats Facility, 
1 N. Front St., Steelton PA 17113

saturday, January 5 & saturday, february 2, 2019

Rabies & Distemper: $10 each
Other vaccines include: 

Lyme; Bordetella; Lepto; Canine 
Infl uenza; Feline Leukemia

Other services: 
Microchip (includes registrati on); 

Dewormer; Nail Clipping; 
Flea & Tick Treatment

Clinic Hours: 10 am-NoonRegistration: 9:30 am

for More Info, please call: 717-877-4146 OR visit: steeltoncats.org

A Middletown man has been 
arrested and charged with 55 
felony counts of  possessing child 
pornography.

The charges against Charles 
E. Castillo Jr., 
64, of  the 300 
block of  Car-
avan Court, 
we re  f i l e d 
with District 
Justice David 
Judy on Dec. 
18 following 
an investiga-
tion conducted by a detective 
with the Dauphin County Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office.

The DA’s office on Aug. 6 re-
ceived a report from the National 
Center for Missing or Exploited 
Children about an image of  
child pornography that had been 

discovered on a server July 1, ac-
cording to arrest papers the DA’s 
office filed with Judy.

The images were traced to a 
computer that was seized from 
Castillo’s bedroom. Forensic 
examiners with the DA’s office 
located more than 50 images of  
child porn on the hard drive of  
the computer, according to the 
arrest papers.

The DA’s office said that Cas-
tillo during an interview admit-
ted that the computer was his 
and admitted to viewing the porn 
involving images of  children 
younger than 18 years old.

Castillo was arraigned on the 
charges Dec. 19 before Judy, who 
set bail at $50,000. He is not listed 
as being in Dauphin County 
Prison. His preliminary hearing 
is set for Jan. 7.

Middletown man had over 
50 child porn images on 
his computer, police say

Castillo

Two women arrested for alleg-
edly beating a man and robbing 
him of  $45,000 in Lower Swatara 
Township on Oct. 23 are both 
headed to Dauphin County Court 
on the charges.

Kaitlyn Marie Aston, 23, for-
merly of  the 100 block of  Lake 
Drive, and Meria Lee Mowrer, 21, 
of  Carlisle; both waived sched-
uled preliminary hearings on 
charges of  robbery, aggravated 
assault, conspiracy to commit 

robbery, criminal use of  a com-
munication facility, recklessly 
endangering another person, 
and criminal mischief.

Aston is to be arraigned in 
county court on Friday, Jan. 4. 
Mowrer is to be arraigned in 
county court on Feb. 8.

The incident occurred after the 
women had arranged to meet the 
man in a secluded area on Stoner 
Driver to sell him a watch, ac-
cording to police.

Women head to court in beating
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCH SERVICES

To list your church service here, call 717-944-4628 
or email info@pressandjournal.com for more information.

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown
717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF
Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

New Beginnings Church 
at the Riverside Chapel
630 South Union St., Middletown • 717-388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 717-944-4322
Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown
Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Sunday Worship - 10 am 
Sunday Church School  - 9 am - for all ages
Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   
Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown
PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Phone 717-944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street, Middletown • 717-944-5835
Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of  441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766 
Sunday Worship:
Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am
Christian Child Care - 717-985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown
717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 
Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Calvary church has been a part of  the Middle-
town Borough community since 1936. It has been 
our privilege to proclaim the good news of  Jesus 
Christ all these years and to do so knowing the 
good news has never changed in over 2000 years. 
We firmly hold to the Apostles’ Creed and the 
Westminster Confession of  Faith and its Larger 
and Shorter Catechisms as clearly teaching what 
Scripture teaches. If  we believe the Gospel of  
Christ, then by trusting in his death and resur-

rection for sinners we will be forgiven and saved from God’s wrath. 
Please join us each Sunday to hear the Gospel. Learn more at: www.
calvaryopc.com. 

 Our worship services are 
at 10:15 a.m. and 6 p.m. We are 
located at the corner of  Spruce 
and Emaus streets here in 
Middletown. We have a fellow-
ship meal following the 10:15 a.m. 
morning worship service on the 
first Sunday of  every month, free 

to all who come. We also have 
Sunday school classes for all ages 
at 9 a.m. and a Bible Study and 
prayer meeting each Wednesday 
at 7 p.m. We are studying the 
power of  prayer on Wednesday 
nights. 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Ebenezer United Methodist Church and Child-
care, 890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown invites 
everyone to join us for worship on Sunday 
mornings lead by Pastor Brad Gilbert.  Our 
services are relaxed and casual. We offer a 
traditional service at 8:45 a.m. and a contempo-
rary service with a band (electric guitars) at 10:45 
a.m. At 10 a.m., between services, there is a 
variety of  Christian Education classes for all 
ages. 

 We have several things hap-
pening at Ebenezer and all are 
welcome. There is a prayer time, 
“Partners in Prayer” that meets 
the first Monday of  each month 
at 7 p.m. Through scripture, 
song, and meditation we experi-
ence the joy of  God’s presence. 

Have a favorite board game? 
“Game Night” is every third 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. We also offer 
a variety of  other groups includ-
ing Bible studies. 

 Any questions please call us 
at 717-939-0766 or e-mail us at 
ebenezerumc890@outlook.com.

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Evangelical Church meets on the corner of  
Spruce and Water Streets at 157 E. Water St., 
Middletown, south of  Main St., behind the 
Turkey Hill convenience store. We invite you to 
attend our Sunday morning activities: Sunday 
school is at 9 a.m. and worship is at 10:15 a.m. 
When you walk in the door, you will see people of  
all ages and walks of  life, some dressed formally 
and others casually in jeans and sneakers. Come 
as you are.

 Our greeters wear nametags, 
so they are easy to find and they 
will be happy to help you if  you 
need any assistance or have a 
question. We celebrate com-
munion the first Sunday of  each 
month. In the spirit of  Jesus 
Christ, and as a congregation in 
the United Methodist Church, 
we welcome all (baptized or un-
baptized) to partake of  the holy 
sacrament. We invite you to ex-
perience life at Evangelical UMC. 
Whether you are looking for a 
community, are lonely, searching 
for the meaning of  life, or want 
to know more about Jesus, our 
doors are open for you. Check 
our website to learn more about 
us: www.eumch.org.

 This week’s worship assis-
tants are as follows: Pastor – Lee 
Ellenberger; Organist – Don 
Cowsert; Choir Director – Erich 

Schlicher; Audio Visual – Steve 
Moyer, Jamal Warren and Justin 
Hahn; Head Usher – Scott Green; 
Greeters – Bob Miller and Shirley 
Jones; Nursery Caregivers – Glo-
ria Clouser and Vickie Hubbard.

This week’s schedule of  activi-
ties is as follows:

 Wed., Jan. 2: 6 p.m., Alcoholics 
Anonymous Group Book Study; 
6:30 p.m., Choir rehearsal.

 Thurs., Jan. 3: 6 p.m., God’s 
Kitchen at Wesley, meal provided 
by New Thing United Methodist 
Community.

  Sun., Jan. 6: 9 a.m., Sunday 
school and Confirmation Class; 
10:15 a.m., Worship Service and 
Cantata: Invitation To A Miracle.

 Tues., Jan 8: 2 p.m., Prayer 
Shawl; 6 p.m., God’s Kitchen at 
Wesley, meal provided by High-
spire.

New Beginnings Church of Middletown
We are an independent body of  believers offering 
God’s invitation for a new beginning to all who 
seek it. We exist to meet the spiritual, emotional 
and physical needs of  all people through faith in 
Jesus Christ. We are a Safe Sanctuary congrega-
tion. New Beginnings Church invites you to 
worship with us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
Nursery and children’s church is provided. Our 
congregation meets at Riverside Chapel, 630 S. 
Union St., next to the Rescue Fire Company. 

Sunday School for all ages is at 9 a.m. We are handicap accessible 
via ramp at back door. For additional church information call 
717-944-9595. For security purposes our back and side doors will be 
locked every Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m. at the start of  worship. 
The only door for entry after that will be the front door.

 The community is invited to 
our new contemporary service 
on Monday evenings at 

7 p.m. entitled “New Begin-
nings Unchained Worship Fel-
lowship.” Persons who have no 
church affiliation or are seeking 
to grow in their faith in their 
relationship with God are in-
vited. We invite you to come and 
check out our new service.

 Sundays: Children’s choir 
rehearsal Sundays at 10 a.m.; 
Youth Fellowship meets Sunday 
evening from 5 to 7 p.m. 

 Mondays: Men meet every 
Monday morning for prayer 
at 6 a.m. Community men are 
welcome; Sociable Seniors group 
meets the 1st and 3rd Mondays 
from 1 to 3 p.m. All are welcome.

 Wednesdays: Craft Group 
meets at 1 p.m.; Choir practice at 
6:30 p.m.

  Thursdays: Blanket makers 
meet the 1st and 2nd Thursdays 
of  the month at 9 a.m.; Interces-
sory Prayer meets at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by Bible Study at 7 p.m.

 Saturdays: We clean the 
Middletown Food Bank the 3rd 
Saturday every other month. The 
community is invited to partici-
pate in these important areas of  

our church life.
 January ushers: Pat and 

Harvey Givler, Bonnie and Joel 
Guzzo. Greeter: Paul Thompson. 
Children’s Church leaders for 
Sunday, January 6: Dana, Larae, 
Faith and Lizzy Rhine.

 Our prayer garden in the rear 
of  the yard has an 8-foot cross 
that is made out of  nails and is il-
luminated at night.  From spring 
to winter benches are provided to 
use to meditate or just enjoy the 
beauty and quietness along the 
Swatara Creek.

 Pastor Britt writes a daily 
devotional on the Facebook 
page “Pastor Britt Strohecker.”  
Our Sunday worship service is 
broadcast on the MAHS radio 
station, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. 
every Sunday afternoon. Listen 
on the radio or the Internet at 
www.pennlive.com/wmss/audio. 
Check us out on our website at 
www.newbeginningschurchmid-
dletownpa.com.

 Pastor Britt’s parting words 
each Sunday: “Nothing in this 
world is more important than the 
love of  Jesus Christ!” We invite 
you to come and experience this 
love.

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
The Presbyterian Congregation is located at 290 
N. Union St. in downtown Middletown. We are a 
body of  Christian people who reach out to others 
by sharing God’s Word, love, and fellowship. 
Warm greetings to one and all as we seek to grow 
closer to our Lord Jesus Christ. Please join us on 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. as Pastor Christian Neu-
baum leads us in worship. Our sanctuary is 
air-conditioned and handicapped accessible, and 
there are also hearing devices for anyone want-

ing to use one. Nursery is available during the service, as well as 
Bible Listening bags for children to utilize during the service. Do 
join us!

 There will be no Adult Forum 
meeting this week. 

 Our electronic newsletter can 
be accessed anytime at www.pc-
mdt.org...click on “resources”…
click on “newsletter.” (These 
are PDF files should open with 

Adobe Acrobat). For further in-
formation, see our website www.
pcmdt.org, visit our Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/Pres-
byterianCongregation), or call 
the office.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring & Union 
Streets (121 N. Spring St), Middletown. We are a 
Reconciling In Christ Church. Visit our website 
at www.stpetersmiddletown.org. Please join us 
for worship. Our worship times are: Sunday 
morning worship at 10 a.m. Sunday Church 
school for all ages begins at 9 a.m.; Wednesday 
morning at 10 a.m., Good Shepherd Chapel; 
Saturday evening at 5 p.m., Good Shepherd 
Chapel. Please enter the church through the 

parking lot door. Our Sunday worship service is broadcast at 11 a.m. 
on WMSS 91.1FM.

Church:
 Sat., Jan. 5: 5 p.m., Holy Com-

munion – Good Shepherd Chapel 
– Everyone is welcome.

 Sun., Jan. 6: 10 a.m., Holy 
Communion – everyone is wel-
come.

 Wed., Jan. 9: 10 a.m., Holy 
Communion – Good Shepherd 
Chapel - everyone is welcome.

 Free Little Library: St. Peter’s 
has a Free Little Library located 
at the entrance door by the park-
ing lot. This Free Little Library 
belongs to everyone. Anyone may 
use it. The books are always free. 
It is not necessary to give a book 
to take a book. Come take a look, 
read a book! 

 Food Pantry News: Especially 
needed are personal care/toiletry 
items: toilet tissue, deodorants, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, sham-

poos, conditioners, cotton swabs, 
tissues, soap, paper towels, etc. 
Items collected are taken to the 
Middletown Area Interfaith Food 
Pantry located at 201 Wyoming 
Street, Royalton. Individuals 
may also take items directly to 
the food pantry, which is open 
Tuesdays and Fridays, from 10 
a.m. to 12:30 pm. The Community 
Action Commission office is open 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., 
at the same location. Food Pantry 
Sunday is January 6 (the first 
Sunday of  each month).

 Check us out on Facebook - St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church Middle-
town, PA. Go ahead “like” our 
Facebook page. Remember, if  you 
“Like” and “Follow” us on Face-
book when there are new “posts” 
you will be notified. Thanks.

Celebrate 
milestones!
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Our creative department will 
design a special ad you can keep 

for generations to come.

Deadline is Friday 3 pm prior to 
publication date. Proof will be emailed.

20 S. Union St, Middletown  
717-944-4628

Monday-Thursday 8-5; Friday 8-4

A Middletown man was 
charged after he was found to 
be in possession of  marijuana 
during a routine probation 
check of  his apartment in the 
600 block of  Spring Street at 
about 6 p.m. Dec. 7.

Dauphin County proba-
tion officers accompanied by 
Middletown police detected a 
strong odor of  marijuana in the 
residence of  James Berge, 23, 
of  the Spring Street address.

Police during the check 
seized marijuana from Berge’s 
residence, along with a scale 
and hemp oil, according to ar-
rest papers filed with District 
Judge David Judy.

Berge was arraigned before 
District Judge Barbara Pianka 
and charged with manufacture, 
delivery or possession with in-
tent to manufacture or deliver, 
possession of  marijuana, and 
use/possession of  drug para-
phernalia.

Berge was freed after posting 
$10,000 bail. Berge waived his 
Dec. 31 preliminary hearing 
and is to be arraigned on all 
the charges in Dauphin County 
Court on Feb. 8.

Hit-and-run on North Union
An unidentified vehicle was 

damaged in a hit-and-run 
reported in the 300 block of  
North Union Street in Middle-
town on Dec. 21.

A large black truck hit the 
driver’s side door of  a vehicle 
parked on the east side of  the 
street, borough police said.

Tire slashed on Spring Street
A tire-slashing reported in 

the 400 block of  Spring Street 
in Middletown on Dec. 15 does 
not appear related to the rash 
of  tire slashings that occurred 
in the borough in mid-Novem-
ber, police say.

The method used in this 
slashing was different, police 
say, as the culprit used a ser-
rated object to cut the tread. 

In previous cases, someone 
used a sharp object to puncture 
the sidewall of  the tire, police 
said.

Police never charged anyone 
with the November tire-slash-
ings. But the incidents ap-
peared to stop after police put 
out information about them 
and asked for help in finding 
those responsible.

Inoperable lights, drug charges
A Londonderry Township 

woman faces drug charges af-
ter being pulled over near Main 
and Vine streets in Middletown 
for driving with a non-working 

brake light and tail light just 
before midnight on Oct. 18.

Samantha Jordan Fischer, 
23, of  the 1900 block of  South 
Geyers Church Road, smelled 
of  marijuana and could not 
successfully perform field 
sobriety tests, borough police 
said in arrest papers filed with 
District Judge David Judy.

Police said Fischer also 
admitted to having concealed 
within her person a vape pen 
containing marijuana. Lab re-
sults from a blood draw showed 
that Fischer had traces of  the 
active ingredient of  marijuana 
in her system, police said.

Fischer is charged with DUI 
of  a controlled substance, pos-
session of  marijuana and use/
possession of  drug parapher-
nalia, careless driving, and 
driving with no rear lights. Her 
preliminary hearing is set for 
Feb. 4.

Woman charged for hitting man
State Police charged a Lon-

donderry Township woman 
with simple assault after she 
allegedly hit a man during a 
dispute in the 3000 block of  
East Harrisburg Pike shortly 
after 10:30 p.m. Dec. 20.

Valerie Marie Sager, 29, of  
the East Harrisburg Pike ad-
dress, struck the man in the 
face with a shirt and hit him in 
the nose with her fist, causing 
bleeding and swelling, police 
said in arrest papers filed with 
District Judge David Judy.

She was arraigned before 
Judy on Dec. 21 and also 
charged with harassment. Bail 
was set at $25,000 unsecured, 
but Sager was not listed in 
Dauphin County Prison.

Her preliminary hearing is 
set for Jan. 7.

Co-worker’s tires slashed
Middletown police charged a 

borough man for slashing the 
tire of  a co-worker.

Tyler James Fry, 24, of  the 
first block of  West Emaus 
Street, was charged based on 
video surveillance showing 
him kneeling behind the vic-
tim’s vehicle as it was parked 
in the lot behind Karns at 101 
S. Union St. late at night Dec. 
3, according to arrest papers 
police filed with District Judge 
David Judy. 

The victim had been involved 
in an incident for which Fry 
had been written up, police 
said.

Fry is charged with disor-
derly conduct and criminal 
mischief. His preliminary hear-
ing is set for Feb. 4.

POLICE AND COURTS ROUNDUP

Routine probation 
check leads to drug 
charges in borough

Christine Marie Austin, 50, 
of  the 100 block of  Kristy Lane 
in Swatara Township, is to be 
arraigned in Dauphin County 
Court on Feb. 8.

She faces charges of drug deliv-
ery resulting in death, criminal 
use of  a communication facility, 
and tampering with/fabricating 
physical evidence.

The charges stem from Aus-
tin’s alleged involvement in 

the March 27 overdose death of  
Hector “Tony” Romero” in the 
100 block of  Eby Lane in Lower 
Swatara Township.

Romero died from using heroin 
laced with fentanyl, according 
to lab results reported by Lower 
Swatara police.

Austin waived her Dec. 5 
preliminary hearing on the 
charges, according to online 
court records.

Woman heading for county 
court on drug death charge
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The Middletown girls’ basket-
ball team shook off a loss to a 
strong Gettysburg team in the 
first game of  Hershey’s Holiday 
Tournament to beat Penn Manor 
in the consolation game and claim 
third place.

The Blue Raiders (5-4) defeated 
Penn Manor, 54-38 on Friday, Dec. 
28 at Hershey High School, with 
freshman Jalynn Burton-Jones 
scoring a season-high 32 points 
for Middletown, canning 12 field 
goals and 8 of  12 foul shots.

Jeyy Rivera, a sophomore, add-
ed 8 points, while Halle Marion, 
another sophomore, added 7. Jada 
Pettis scored 4 points and Sarah 
Crippen scored 3 for the Raiders.

Ilisha Collazo led the Rams (3-6) 
with 11 points.

The Raiders ran to a 26-15 lead 
at halftime, then put the game 
away with a strong third quarter, 
outscoring Penn Manor 16-7 to 

take a commanding 42-22 lead.
Middletown lost the opening 

game of  the tournament, 61-32, to 
Gettysburg on Thursday, Dec. 27.

The Greyhounds’ Cami Boehner 

scored 28 points to lead Gettysburg 
(8-2) to victory.

Rivera led Middletown with 11 
points, while Crippen scored 8 and 
Burton-Jones added 6.
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ARIES March 21-April 20
Aries, even though you are not 
prone to worrying, this week 
some things have you feeling 
a bit on edge. Concentrate 
on what you have going right 
instead of what can go wrong.

TAURUS April 21-May 21
Couch your ego for a little 
while and let a loved one get 
his or her way. Concede con-
trol and you’ll find it benefits 
you in many different ways.

GEMINI May 22-June 21
This is a time for working 
smart and hard. Your hard 
work will come to fruition and 
get you where you need to be 
quickly. Ask for help if the go-

ing gets too tough. 
CANCER June 22-July 22
Expect to reconnect with a 
long-lost activity or hobby you 
used to love. Find things that 
give you pleasure and enjoy 
some time focusing on fun.  
LEO July 23-Aug. 23
Retreating to the privacy and 
coziness of home may be 
tempting. However, you may 
have to step up and play leader 
or host or hostess.
VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22
Even though you may not be 
a full-fledged clairvoyant, you 
can tap into people’s thoughts 
to give them a start. You may 
need to buffer some insights.

LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23
You have a renewed determi-
nation to improve finances. 
Use extra money you receive 
to invest in a portfolio that can 
keep you earning.

SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22
Trust the process of working 
through your feelings. Many 
things have been going on and 
you need to absorb and file 
things away in your mind. 

SAGITTARIUS  
Nov. 23-Dec. 21
You may have more on your 
mind than you are willing to 
admit. But showing vulnerabil-
ity may make you seem more 
approachable to others.

CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
Be a true friend to someone 
who can use a little extra love 
and support. Whether you lend 
a hand or sit and listen, your 
efforts will be appreciated.

AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18
Aquarius, you need to push 
past fear and pursue your 
desires. Only then can you 
get ahead at work or in other 
areas of your life. Stop making 
excuses and be courageous.

PISCES Feb. 19-March 20
If you are in a relationship, use 
this week to untangle some 
knots. These can be differ-
ences of opinion or financial 
concerns.

ACROSS
 1. Class
 6. Husband or wife
12. All the same
16. Exclamation of 

surprise
17. Lived in
18. Hawaiian enter-

tainer
19. Of I
20. Belonging to me
21. One thousandth 

of an inch
22. Midway between 

south and east
23. Article
24. Pitchers have 

them
26. Steps
28. Mars crater
30. __ route: on the 

way
31. Diego, Francisco, 

Anselmo
32. A baglike struc-

ture in a plant or 
animal

34. These three fol-
low A

35. Frail
37. Platforms
39. Level
40. Computers
41. Where spiders live
43. An enemy to Bat-

man
44. Mineral
45. Body part
47. Give
48. Atomic #21 

(abbr.)
50. European tax
52. Bleated
54. Capital of Norway
56. Pa’s partner
57. Stephen King’s 

clown tale
59. Atomic #50
60. Military police-

man
61. One quintillion 

bytes
62. Where impulses 

manifest
63. Offers as a can-

didate
66. Spielberg film
67. Great job!

70. Live in
71. Cares for

DOWN
 1. Form a whole
 2. Indicates position
 3. Moves in water
 4. Diminutive
 5. Old English letter
 6. “Save the Last 

Dance” actress
 7. Dab
 8. Digits
 9. Female cattle’s 

mammary gland
10. Yes
11. Improves
12. We all have one
13. Book of Esther 

antagonist
14. Invests in little 

enterprises
15. Organs that pro-

duce gametes
25. Mediterranean 

city
26. Peter’s last name
27. Unhappy
29. Swollen area 

within tissue
31. “No __!”
33. Soap
36. Chop or cut
38. “Atonement” 

author McEwan
39. Bullfighter
41. Of the universe
42. Founder of 

Babism
43. Not good
46. Large, flightless 

bird
47. Punitive
49. Makes less messy
51. Belts out a tune
53. Aboriginal people 

of Japan
54. An eye protein
55. Broad sashes
58. Actress Spelling
60. Distribute
64. Unpleased
65. Body art
68. Midway between 

north and east
69. Overdose
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Fireplace  
word search

Appliance
Blower
Brick
Btu
Chase
Chimney
Circulation

Combustible
Convective
Efficiency
Energy
Exhaust
Facade
Firebox
Fireplace
Flue
Fuel

Gas
Hearth
Heater
Ignite
Insert
Kindling
Living room
Mantle
Pilot
Pipe

Radiant
Source
Stone
Temperature
Thermostat
Velocity
Vent
Wood
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PUZZLES AND HOROSCOPE
SUDOKU  

Guess Who? answer: Marilyn Manson

Puzzles are a 9-by-9 
grid, broken down into 
nine 3-by-3 boxes. 
Nos. 1 through 9 must 
fill each row, column 
and box. Each number 
can appear only once 
in each row, column 
and box. Figure out the 
order by using the nu-
meric clues provided. 
The more you name, 
the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle.

GUESS WHO? (answer below Word Search)

I am a shock rocker born in Ohio on Jan. 5, 1969. I 
first worked for a music magazine while trying to 
break into journalism. My stage name blends two 
cultural icons of 1960s, and I am known for theatrical 
concerts and stage makeup.

Middletown borough man-
ager Tim Konek has a message 
for downtown business owners 
about economic revitalization in 
Middletown: “Things are going 
to happen. Things are going to 
happen quickly.”

Middletown Borough Council 
rolled out plans for a revamped 
Middletown in October — ev-
erything from a performing arts 
center and parking garages to 
connecting Emaus Street with 
Main Street — and immediately 
began implementing the plan’s 
preliminary stages, removing 
shade trees on South Union Street 
and authorizing sewer improve-
ments and the narrowing of  side-
walks to create angled parking on 
the street in spring 2013.

But the borough invited down-
town business owners to a meet-
ing on Wednesday, Dec. 19, with 
Konek and engineer Daniel An-
derton of Dewberry, a consultant, 
to discuss the next steps. 

“We’re very interested in 
helping you make downtown 
Middletown a great place to be,” 
Anderton told business owners. 
“None of  this is carved in stone 
at this point. These are ideas. ... 
We’re in the beginning of  this 
process.”

Everyone seemed to agree that 
the downtown could use a facelift.

“This town doesn’t look good,” 
said Jim Nardo, the developer 
behind the proposed Westporte 
Center commercial complex on 
West Main Street. “Let’s not kid 

ourselves.”
The business owners had a 

lot of  items in their wish list, 
including a coffee shop, high-end 
and unusual specialty shops, a 
historically themed downtown, 
family-friendly attractions and 
an organic farmers market.

In particular, owners kicked 
around ways to attract more 
tourists visiting Harrisburg and 
Hershey and college students 
from nearby Penn State Harris-
burg — everything from college-
friendly food options to specialty 
tourist attractions to lodging.

Middletown & Hummelstown 
Railroad owner Wendell Dill-
inger said he does not know what 
to tell people who ask what there 
is to do in Middletown.

“That’s a real, real problem,” 
Dilligner said. “We need some-
thing unique — not the same 
thing Harrisburg has or Lan-
caster has.”

In general, business owners 
also expressed a desire for the 
borough to work more closely 
with the businesses.

“As a business owner down-
town, you have to have coop-
eration from the borough, and 
more often than not we don’t get 
that,” said Carol Kupp, owner of  
Kuppy’s Diner.

But not all the talk was nega-
tive. Louise Sukle, owner of  
the Press & Journal, suggested 
the borough build on what is 
currently working, including 
Greater Middletown Economic 

Development Corporation proj-
ects like the downtown façade 
program and the Elks Theatre.

“The GMEDC has done a very 
good job maintaining a building 
with a historical background,” 
she said.

Business owners also praised 
the amount of  good eats in 
town, and Clem Gilpin, a Penn 
State Harrisburg professor and 
downtown resident, said college 
students already frequent the 
downtown.

“The assumption is that no one 
comes here from the campus,” 
Gilpin said. “They do. We don’t 
need a bar [to attract students].”

Probably the biggest disagree-
ment at the meeting centered on 
the borough’s plan to narrow the 
borough sidewalks to provide in-
creased parking spaces through 
angled parking. Among the argu-
ments against it, Linda Bear of  
Bear’s Emporium is concerned 
that the narrowed sidewalks 
could hurt stores like hers that 
often display items for sale on the 
sidewalk. Thrift Shop represen-
tative Larry Robbins said there 
could be a problem when clusters 
of  people visit a restaurant like 
Brownstone Café.

“It’s rare to find any time 
there’s no parking,” Sukle said, 
explaining that she does not be-
lieve that parking is a problem.

But Dave Kittner, owner of  Ro-
berto’s Pizza, said there is often a 
parking problem on Friday and 
Saturday nights.

Other headlines
• Seeking Blue Bird: Council 

votes to buy historic fire truck
• Police costs cut to balance 

2013 budget
• Traffic stop reveals heroin 

worth $40,000
 

News from the Jan. 2, 2013, edition of  the Press & Journal

Hot buys
• Weekly specials — domestic Swiss Cheese, $4.99 a pound. 

Deli-cooked ham, $2.99 a pound. Icelandic haddock, $6.29 a pound. 
Groff’s Meats, 33 N. Market St., Elizabethtown.

• Lean chopped chuck, $2.79 a pound. Karns link pork sausage, 
$1.99 a pound. Fresh Florida strawberries, $2.99 for 1 pound. 
Karns, Middletown.

Middletown’s Halle Marion (1), Jada Pettis (back) and Sarah Crippen (10) 
defend against the Penn Manor offense in the Raiders’ victory at Hershey.

‘Things are going  
to happen quickly’
Middletown’s makeover will make borough ‘a  
great place to be,’ says a consultant hired to design it

Four police officers were 
exposed to high levels  
of carbon monoxide

Four Middletown police officers 
were exposed to high levels of  
carbon monoxide in the police de-
partment from a generator used to 
provide electricity during a power 
outage that knocked the lights out 
in the borough for four hours on 
Christmas Eve, authorities said.

Firefighters from the Middle-
town Volunteer Fire Department 
responded to a carbon monoxide 
alarm that went off in the base-
ment of  Borough Hall on Monday, 
Dec. 24 and found the officers 
complaining of  eye irritation, a 
dry cough and headaches, said 
Ken Whitebread, fire chief.

“We had them come out of  the 
building as soon as our units ar-
rived,” Whitebread said. “We went 
into the police entrance, and our 

gas monitor equipment went into 
alarm status.”

Firefighters entering the build-
ing used breathing apparatus, 
and found high levels of  carbon 
monoxide in the building.

“We found extremely dangerous 
levels in the basement, and high 
levels in the first and second floors 
of  the building,” Whitebread said.

The fire department used fans 
to blow the carbon monoxide out, 
he said.

Christmas Eve blackout strikes Middletown

Raiders split 
games at Hershey 
tournament
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We sit here on the edge of  the 
new year, merely several days into 
2019.

It’s been so far, so good, we would 
guess, for many of  you. That’s what 
the change in the calendar usually 
means — a fresh start, a clean slate, 
a new ballgame, whichever figure 
of  speech you prefer. 

It can be an exciting time, when 
we look ahead and try to improve 
our lives, hope for the best for our 
families, and decide to be better 
people — healthier, maybe, or nicer, 
or more involved in the community.

It’s amazing what power that flip 
of  the calendar holds.

We don’t know what will happen 
in 2019. No one does.

We might have a medical break-
through that transforms our world. 
We might have stock growth that 
will make investors around the 
world ecstatic.

Of  course, the opposite is true. 
We might have a pandemic that will 
spread disease around the world. 
We might have a stock slide that 
will chill our economy severely.

There is always something wait-
ing around the corner, and many 
of  these events are things we don’t 
consider possible.

“Fiction is obliged to stick to pos-
sibilities. Truth isn’t,” Mark Twain 
once said. We can’t imagine unprec-
edented events that stand before us 
for the very reason that they are 

unprecedented. They have never 
happened before.

It’s hard to imagine that when 
New Yorkers rang in the new year 
of  2001 that any of  them thought 
that the World Trade Center would 
not be standing by the time that 
2002 came around. And yet it hap-
pened.

It was at unfathomable event, and 
while we have recovered in many 
ways, we will never be the same.

But locally, we know there will 
be some big issues that will make 
headlines this year.

Three Mile Island is scheduled 
to close in 2019. TMI owner Exelon 
announced those plans in 2017. TMI 
has not made a profit in six years, 

according to Exelon.
Local leaders are trying to take 

the necessary steps to ensure that 
doesn’t happen. About 675 people 
work there. Does the state Legisla-
ture have the power — and the will 
— to prevent it, possibly by adding 
nuclear power to the state’s energy 
portfolio? Time will tell.

What will happen with Middle-
town’s lawsuit with Suez, which has 
a 50-year lease with the borough 
for its water and sewer systems? 
Middletown has a lawsuit pending 
in federal court against Middletown 
Water Joint Venture LLC, which 
includes Suez, to eliminate a sur-
charge Suez added in order for it 
to recover revenue from what Suez 

says was a shortfall in water usage 
in the first three years of  the lease 
— from Jan. 1, 2015 through the end 
of  2017. Many borough leaders want 
to get out of  the lease completely.

That lawsuit is just one of  several 
with which the borough is involved, 
and its spending of  legal fees ap-
proached $1 million in 2018.

These are just two of  the local 
issues that you will be talking about 
and we will be reporting on this 
year. These are two that we know 
about. But what awaits us that we 
haven’t even considered?

That’s the mystery that a new 
year brings.

We wish you all a Happy New 
Year.

Maybe those delirious crowds chant-
ing “USA, USA” have got something. 
When it comes to military power, the 
United States reigns supreme. 

Newsweek reported in March: “The 
United States has the strongest military 
in the world,” with more than 2 million 
military personnel and vast numbers 
of  the most advanced nuclear missiles, 
military aircraft, warships, tanks and 
other modern weapons of  war. Further-
more, as the New York Times noted, 
“the United States also has a global 
presence unlike any other nation, 
with about 200,000 active duty troops 
deployed in more than 170 countries.” 
This presence includes some 800 over-
seas U.S. military bases.

In 2017 (the last year for which global 
figures are available), the U.S. govern-
ment accounted for more than a third 
of  the world’s military expenditures 
— more than the next seven highest-
spending countries combined. Not 
satisfied, however, President Donald 
Trump and Congress pushed through 
a mammoth increase in the annual U.S. 
military budget in August, raising it to 

$717 billion. Maintaining the U.S. status 
as “No. 1” in war and war preparations 
comes at a very high price.

That price is not only paid in dollars 
— plus massive death and suffering in 
warfare — but in the impoverishment 
of  other key sectors of  American life. 
After all, this lavish outlay on the mili-
tary now constitutes about two-thirds 
of  the U.S. government’s discretionary 
spending. And these other sectors of  
American life are in big trouble.

Let’s consider education. The gold 
standard for evaluation seems to be the 
Program for International Student As-
sessment of  the Organization for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development, 
which tests 15-year-old students every 
few years. The last test, which occurred 
in 2015 and involved 540,000 students in 
72 nations and regions, found that U.S. 
students ranked 24th in reading, 25th 
in science, and 41st in mathematics. 
When the scores in these three areas 
were combined, U.S. students ranked 
31st — behind the students of  Slovenia, 
Poland, Russia and Vietnam.

The educational attainments among 
many other Americans are also dismal. 
An estimated 30 million adult Ameri-
cans cannot read, write, or do basic 
math above a third grade level. Literacy 
has different definitions and, for this 
reason among others, estimates vary 
about the level of  illiteracy in the Unit-

ed States. But one of  the most favor-
able rankings of  the United States for 
literacy places it in a tie with numerous 
other nations for 26th; the worst places 
it at 125th.

U.S. health care also fares poorly 
compared to that of  other nations. A 
2017 study of  health care systems in 
11 advanced industrial countries by 
the Commonwealth Fund found that 
the United States ranked at the very 
bottom of  the list. Numerous nations 
with far less “advanced” economies 
have superior health care systems to 
that of  the United States. According to 
the World Health Organization, the U.S. 
health care system ranks 37th among 
countries — behind Colombia, Cyprus 
and Morocco.

Not surprisingly, U.S. health is rela-
tively poor. The infant mortality rate in 
the United States is higher than in 54 
other lands, including Belarus, Cuba, 
Greece and French Polynesia. Accord-
ing to the World Cancer Research Fund, 
the United States has the fifth-highest 
cancer rate of  the 50 countries it stud-
ied. For the past few years, as the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention recently reported, U.S. life ex-
pectancy has been declining and, today, 
the United States reportedly ranks 53rd 
among 100 nations in life expectancy.

Despite the fact that the United States 
is the world’s richest nation, it also has 

an unusually high level of  poverty. Ac-
cording to a 2017 UNICEF report, more 
than 29 percent of  American children 
live in impoverished circumstances, 
placing the United States 35th in child-
hood poverty among the 41 richest 
nations. Indeed, the United States has 
a higher percentage of  its people living 
in poverty (15.1 percent) than 41 other 
countries, including Uzbekistan, Indo-
nesia, Thailand, Brazil and Sri Lanka.

Nor does the United States rate very 
well among nations on environmental 
issues. According to the Environmental 
Performance Index, produced by Yale 
University and Columbia University 
in 2018, the United States placed 27th 
among the countries it ranked on 
environmental health and ecosystem 
vitality. The Social Progress Index, 
another well-respected survey that 
rates countries on their environmental 
records, ranked the United States 36th 
in wastewater treatment, 39th in access 
to at least basic drinking water, and 
73rd in greenhouse gas emissions.

Actually, the findings of  the Social 
Progress Index are roughly the same 
as other evaluators in a broad range of  
areas. Its 2018 report concluded that the 
United States ranked 63rd in primary 
school enrollment, 61st in secondary 
school enrollment, 76th in access to 
quality education, 40th in child mortal-
ity rate, 62nd in maternity mortality 

rate, 36th in access to essential health 
services, 74th in access to quality health 
care, and 35th in life expectancy at 
age 60. In addition, it rated the United 
States as 33rd in political killings and 
torture, 88th in homicide rate, 47th in 
political rights, and 67th in discrimina-
tion and violence against minorities. In 
all, there’s nothing here to cheer about.

Does the U.S. government’s priority 
for military spending explain, at least 
partially, the discrepancy between the 
worldwide preeminence of  the U.S. 
armed forces and the feeble global 
standing of  major American domestic 
institutions? Back in April 1953, Presi-
dent Dwight Eisenhower pointed to 
their connection. Addressing the Amer-
ican Society of  Newspaper Editors, 
he declared: “Every gun that is made, 
every warship launched, every rocket 
fired signifies, in the final sense, a theft 
from those who hunger and are not fed, 
those who are cold and not clothed.” 
A militarized world “is not spending 
money alone. It is spending the sweat of  
its laborers, the genius of  its scientists, 
the hopes of  its children.” 

People infatuated with military su-
premacy should give that some thought. 

Dr. Lawrence Wittner, syndicated by 
PeaceVoice, is professor of  history emeri-
tus at SUNY/Albany. He is the author of  
“Confronting the Bomb.”

United States first in war, but trailing in crucial aspects of civilization

EDITORIALVIEW

Here’s to 2019, and the mysteries that await

Is there anything more cliché 
yet warmly fulfilling than looking 
back at year’s end and considering 
all that’s transpired over the last 12 
months?

Hardly, I’d think, especially in 
America, a Whiggish country with 
too much haste and optimism for 
what Walt Whitman wistfully called 
the “backward glance.”

This year, more than most, was 
marked by change, specifically a 
maturing, a conscious growing. Yes, 
2016 spun the political world like 
a top, and the spinning has yet to 
cease. But this year was, particularly 
for men my age (the dreaded “mil-
lennial” generation), defined by the 
sudden demise of  our childhood.

Two major deaths occurred in 2018 
that brought our nonage to an end: 
Stan Lee and Toys “R” Us.

Lee, the doyen writer and editor 
of  Marvel Comics, didn’t just create 
dozens of  spandex-attired superhe-
roes. He brought human dilemmas to 
characters who were better equipped 
to deal with less prosaic concerns. 
Unlike his counterparts at DC Com-
ics, whose characters struggled in 
a black-and-white world bisected 
neatly into good versus evil, Lee’s 
creations confronted bad guys and 
well as their inner demons.

In Lee, you have a blind lawyer 
who defends the downtrodden in the 
courtroom as well as the seedy back 
alleyway as his crimson-colored alter 
ego Daredevil, all the while trying 
to balance his personal life with his 

vigilante identity. You have a teenage 
wiz kid infected by a radioactive spi-
der who can lift full-size automobiles 
and cling to walls but whose hubris 
and refusal to stop a small-time 
crook caused his uncle to die. You 
have a star-spangled super soldier 
still fighting the same war between 
his personal integrity and duty to 
serve. You have a family of  scientists 
who, after exposed to cosmic rays, 
develop inhuman abilities like spon-
taneous full-body combustion, yet 
still struggle to get along with each 
other at Thanksgiving.

From the X-Men to Iron Man to 
the Punisher to Black Panther, Lee’s 
characters rarely fought one-sided 
battles. Every fight, every struggle, 
every plight had multiple dimen-
sions, refractions of  ethical quanda-
ries, reflecting the full complexity 
of  life. How does Thor protect the 
nine realms and maintain his filial 
devotion while rebelling against his 
father’s wishes by falling in love with 
a human woman? How does Charles 
Xavier lead a band of  mutants in 
protecting humanity as that same 
humanity’s government is trying to 
outlaw their existence?

Lee’s stories, which were also 
crafted by longtime collaborators 
Jack Kirby and Steve Ditko, were 
infused with American-style virtues, 
including the supremacy of  individ-
ual conscience and impartial justice. 
More than anyone else, with the 
exception of  J.K. Rowling, Lee helped 
mold and form the moral imagina-
tions of  so many boys in the last half  
century. 

His most well-known adage, with 
great power comes great responsibil-
ity, isn’t just an acute-yet-simply-
worded command; it’s a moral 

instruction on par with anything 
Shakespeare, Dante or St. Augustine 
of  Hippo ever taught.

I’m too young to have experienced 
the Lee golden age of  comics during 
the 1960s. But, in the 1990s, there was 
a revival of  Marvel characters in the 
form of  Saturday morning cartoons. 
Spider-Man, the X-Men, Fantastic 
Four, and others were broadcast in 
full-blown color, bringing Lee’s sto-
ries and lessons to a new generation 
— my own. 

I can’t recall how many weekend 
mornings I spent watching Marvel 
cartoons on Fox 43, but I imagine the 
travails I watched were more instruc-
tive than anything I gleaned from my 
schoolbooks.

Toys “R” Us was the place to buy 
not just action figures inspired by 
Stan Lee’s heroes, but also video 
games, bicycles, board games, Lego 
sets, and movies. The retailer occu-
pied a special place in the minds of  
young boys and girls, especially with 
its boisterous commercials broadcast 
on Nickelodeon depicting endless 
aisles of  unpackaged bric-a-brac, so 
unneeded and wasteful but desired 
nonetheless.

Every kid my age dreamt of  the 
ultimate prize growing up: a free-for-
all shopping spree through a Toys 
“R” Us. The exercise in youthful 
decadence — bountiful rows of  toys 
zooming by at breakneck speed as 
you claw at everything not bolted 
down to toss in your cart — was 
the pinnacle of  desire. There were 
advertisements for it, contests to 
enter we’d never win. Yet the dream 
persisted as we compared lists of  
what section we’d hit first on our 
all-you-can-consume tour of  plastic 
gluttony.

For Middletowners, the location of  
the Harrisburg Toys “R” Us next to 
the Dauphin County Prison was an 
endless source of  irony, still laughed 
about to this day.

Youth and memory are two of  
life’s most ephemeral gifts. That poi-
gnant lesson was the one learned the 
hardest in 2018. Going forward, the 
kids of  Harrisburg will never know 
what it’s like to buy a Barbie doll or 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle in the 
shadow of  incarcerated criminals. 
Stan Lee will soon stop gracing the 
big screen with brief  cameos in big-
budget Marvel films, with his easily 
recognizable mien and joking per-
sonality.

But time moves forward. Old 
teachers die. Memorable places 
disappear. Calendar sheets tear off 
and are, soon enough, discarded in 
whole.

Geoffrey the Giraffe was wrong. 
There are times to grow up. We can’t 
be Toys “R” Us kids forever. And just 
as so many of  Stan Lee’s fictional 
creations learned the hard way that 
choice and responsibility matter, the 
millennial generation, which is so 
often skewered for its aversion to ma-
turity, discovered this last year that 
childhood doesn’t last forever.

It’s probably for the best. Here’s to 
one more turn about the sun in 2019. 
May your trip be a good one.

(Oh, and they better rebuild Kids 
Kastle in full. I loved it when I was a 
kid. Some childhood memories die 
hard, or not at all.)

James E. Miller, a native of  Middle-
town, lives in northern Virginia 
with his wife and daughter. He is the 
author of  the novel “To Win And To 
Lose.”

Loss of Lee, Toys ‘R’ Us drags down 2018
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Your views are welcome
We want to hear from you. Send your letters to: 
letters@pressandjournal.com, or 20 S. Union 
St., Middletown, Pa. 17057. Letters may be 
edited for accuracy, clarity and length.

President
Donald Trump: The White House, 1600 
Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, 
D.C. 20500. 202-456-1111 or 202-456-1414.
U.S. Senate
Sen. Pat Toomey: 248 Russell Senate Office 
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510, 202-
224-4254. 
Sen. Bob Casey: 393 Russell Senate Office 
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510, 202- 
224-6324 or 866-802-2833. 
U.S. House
Rep. Lou Barletta: 115 Cannon HOB, 
Washington, D.C. 20515. 202-225-6511 or 
855-241-5144. barletta.house.gov.
Governor
Gov. Tom Wolf: 508 Main Capitol Building, 
Harrisburg, PA 17120. 717-787-2500.
State Legislature
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Middletown Borough
Mayor James H. Curry III: 463 N. Union St. 
Middletown, PA 17057. 610-533-4751. 
jameshcurryiii@gmail.com.
Dauphin County commissioners
Jeff Haste, chairman, Mike Pries, vice chair-
man,  George P. Hartwick, III, secretary: Dau-
phin County Administration Building, 
2 S, Second St., 4th Floor, Harrisburg, 
PA  17101. 717-780-6300.
Dauphin County sheriff
Nicholas Chimienti Jr.: Dauphin County 
Courthouse, Room 104, 101 Market St., 
Harrisburg, PA 17101. 717-780-6590.
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WHO 
WE ARE

FACT

In 1944, under the ownership of Harry 
Fox, the weekly Middletown Journal, 

the Daily Journal and the Middletown 
Press combined to form today's 
Press & Journal. Harry Fox is the 

great-grandfather of the present owner.

Press & Journal remains independently 
owned and operated for 165 years.

As part of our investment in the 
community, we have held fundraising 

promotions for the local library 
and historical society and donated 

countless gift baskets, subscriptions and 
advertising space to local organizations.

It was 1854 when Middletowners 
read the � rst issue of the weekly 

newspaper Dauphin Journal.
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New Blue Raiders 
boys coach gets 
his first victory  B1

Girl wrestles for 
Blue Raiders B1

DICKERSON APPEAL A4

Public notices in this week’s Press & Journal
• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Notice of  
Sheriff Sales. B4-9
• HIGHSPIRE: Removal & Dispos-
al of  Waste Water. A4
• ROYALTON: 2019 Meeting 
Schedule. A4
• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Conserva-
tion District 2019 Schedule. A4
• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Prison 
Board 2019 Schedule. A4
• LYKENS: Notice of  Sheriff Sale 
of  Real Property. A4
• DERRY TWP: Estate of  Patricia 

Stevens. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: School District 
2019 Meeting Shedule. A4
• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Fictitious 
Name Notice. A4
• DERRY TWP: Estate of  Philip 
Denci. A4
• SWATARA TWP: Estate of  Cece-
lia Johnson. A4

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM ALL OF US AT THE PRESS & JOURNAL
By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown’s historic Elks 
Theatre is publicly being listed 
for sale this week, although there 
is no asking price yet, says the 
realty firm handling the property 
for the borough.

The 107-year-old theater along 
the first block of  West Emaus 
Street was to 
be listed on 
the RSR Real-
tors website 
as early as 
Tuesday, list-
ing agent Greg 
Rothman of  
RSR told the Press & Journal 
on Monday.

A listing price would be subject 
to an appraisal, and RSR has not 
received an appraisal for the 
theater from the Middletown 
Industrial and Commercial 
Development Authority, which 
owns the theater, Rothman said.

“It’s such a unique property. 
The market is going to decide 
what it’s worth,” Rothman said. 
RSR is now entertaining offers 
for the theater on behalf  of  the 
authority, he added.

The authority, a body appoint-
ed by borough council, had in 
May voted to put the Elks Theatre 
up for sale, after the authority 
could not reach agreement on a 
deal to transfer the theater for $1 
to Friends of  the Elks Theatre, a 
nonprofit group.

In August, the authority voted 

to hire RSR 
to list  the 
theater for 
sale, pending 
the author-
ity and RSR 
agreeing on 
a deal where 
RSR would 
receive a 7 
percent commission for sale of  
the property.

Nothing had happened since, at 
least not in terms of  the theater 
being listed for sale publicly. 

However, Rothman told the 
Press & Journal that the au-
thority and RSR had reached 
an agreement within the past 
month.

The Elks Theatre was part of  
the Elks Building property at 1 
S. Union St., which the author-
ity acquired in 2014. None of  the 
current members of  the author-
ity were on the body at the time.

The former authority mem-
bership closed the theater for 
renovations in April 2015, and the 
theater has not reopened.

Today, all of  the Elks Building 
property except the Elks Theatre 
is owned and operated by Tat-
tered Flag Brewery & Still Works.

Elks Theatre is the last piece 
of  real estate that the authority 
still owns, after the authority 
sold the McNair House property 
at East Emaus and North Union 
streets to private investors in 
November 2017.

Elks Theatre 
to be listed 
this week

New police chief for Lower Swatara
By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Lower Swatara Township is set 
to hire a new police chief  today. 

The board of  commissioners 
is scheduled to vote on Jeffrey 
Vargo, who is the Susquehanna 
Township’s deputy chief  of  police, 
at its 7 p.m. meeting.

“I’m excited to work with them 
and start a new chapter in my life 
and build on my predecessors’ 
work,” Vargo said.

For nearly 22 years, Vargo has 
served the Susquehanna Town-
ship Police Department in a 
number of  roles, including patrol 

officer, K9 officer and sergeant. 
He was promoted to deputy chief  
in 2009. 

Lower Swatara police officers 
have a reputation of  being very 
professional and distinguished, 
Vargo said.

He plans to build on the work of  
his predecessors, he said. Some of  
his first projects and goals include 
increasing community engage-
ment, working with the schools, 
improving their social media 
presence and making sure the 
officers have equipment, training 
and leadership to succeed.

Vargo said his upbringing and 
sense of  duty led him to enlist 

in the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps af-
ter high school. 
Following his 
five years of  
service,  in-
cluding during 
Operation Des-
ert Shield and 
Desert Storm, 

he joined the Lebanon City Po-
lice Department. In 1996, Vargo 
worked as a patrol officer at the 
Lower Swatara Police Department 
for two months. 

“It’s in my blood,” Vargo said. 
Law enforcement is a calling, he 
added.

Vargo said he enjoyed being 
involved in the community, meet-
ing new people and helping others 

— whether it’s changing a tire on 
the side of  the road or making 
sure crime victims get the needed 
assistance. 

Vargo said he was planning on 
retiring from the Susquehanna 
department. However, he saw the 
listing for the Lower Swatara posi-
tion on the Pennsylvania Chiefs 
of  Police Association website. He 
said the job appealed to him in part 
because he could stay in the area 
where his family lives. 

At Susquehanna, Vargo serves 
as the physical fitness coordinator 
and is the department recruiter. 
He is a founding member of  the 
Dauphin County Ceremonial Unit, 
or honor guard.

Vargo

Rothman

No asking price set yet 
for ‘unique property’

STAFF PHOTO BY JASON MADDUX

The Elks Theatre, seen here Tuesday, likely will be listed for sale this week 
on the RSR website.

Vargo is in Susquehanna department

Please see CHIEF, page A8

Please see ELKS, page A5

Correction
Incorrect information was provided to the Press & Journal for an article 
on page of A5 of the Dec. 12 edition. The meeting day for the Middletown 
Area School Board for 2019 will be Tuesday. The board will continue to hold 
its agenda-planning meeting on the first Tuesday of the month at 6 p.m., 
followed by the general business meeting each third Tuesday of the month at 
7 p.m. Also, the re-election of the board treasurer will not take place until May.

ICDA seeking 
new member 
after Knull 
resignation. SEE 
PAGE A5.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

A high school sophomore is 
planning to build a new veterans 
memorial for Middletown as his 
Eagle Scout project.

The memorial would be placed 
on land in front of  the Ferry House 
property near Ann and South 
Union streets, on ground owned 
by Middletown Area Historical 
Society, Damien Weigel told bor-
ough council on Nov. 27.

Weigel has invested more than 
50 hours of  planning into the 
project, and hopes to have the 
memorial completed by the end 
of  spring 2019.

“Ever since I came into Scouting 
and I knew I could earn Eagle, this 
is something I wanted to do,” he 

told the council. “I know we have 
War Memorial Field. It’s a great 
place, I love it.”

“But the one thing that makes 
me upset is I can’t see that all the 
time. This is something that I re-
ally want people to have 24 hours 
a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a 
year,” he said.

Weigel said the design is not fi-
nal, but the memorial is to consist 
of  seven flagpoles arranged in a 
semicircle, with the focal point 
being a U.S. flag atop a 25-foot 
high pole.

The six other flags arranged 
around the U.S. flag would include 
the POW/MIA flag, and flags rep-
resenting each of  the uniformed 
armed services — Marine Corps, 

Scout wants to build veterans memorial in borough

STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER

Damien Weigel stands near where he plans to build a veterans memorial for 
Middletown as his Eagle Scout project — on land in front of the Ferry House 
property at Ann and South Union streets. Please see VETERANS, page A8

Area residents will receive national award for heroism
By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Two Middletown-area residents 
who helped save the lives of  two 
teenage boys in a November 2016 
car crash are among 18 people be-
ing recognized for acts of  “extraor-
dinary heroism” by the Carnegie 

Hero Fund Commission.
Jennifer Lynn Dixon of  Middle-

town and Aaron Andrew Young 
of  Lower Swatara Township are 
among 16 Americans and two 
Canadians chosen to receive a 
Carnegie Medal, according to the 
commission.

Awardees are nominated to 

the commission, according to the 
release.

On Nov. 25, 2016, Joey Keating 
and Scott Shaffer were coming 
home from watching the Middle-
town Area High School Blue Raid-
ers’ football team defeat Scranton 

Please see HEROISM, page A5 DixonYoung
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IS THIS A QUEER ISSUE?
By Louie Marven

Margaret Goof, of  the Justice Policy Center, 
recently called on people to honor the legacy of  
Pride by bailing out LGBT people. The center 
focuses on incarceration, juvenile jus-
tice, and policing technology. 2019 marks 
the 50th anniversary of  The Stonewall 
Riots. Her call to action couldn’t be 
more timely.

Mass incarceration disproportion-
ately impacts queer people in general 
— and queer women in particular. While 
queer  women  (defined as lesbian, bi-
sexual, and women who have sex with 
women) comprise only 3 percent of  all 
U.S. adult women, 42 percent of  women in prison 
and 36 percent of  women in jail are queer-iden-
tified, goof  wrote in a recent Advocate article.

Of  the approximately 35,560 queer women 

currently incarcerated in local jails, many (ap-
proximately 20,736) of  them have yet to be con-
victed of  a crime and are sitting in a cell simply 
because they cannot afford cash bail.

During this summer’s Pride Festival of  Central 
PA, I sat at a table for Dauphin County 
Bail fund with others organizing locally 
to end cash bail. I saw lots of  familiar 
faces from my days working at the LGBT 
Center of  Central PA and made a lot of  
new friends. A consistent experience I 
had was noticing that most people didn’t 
have a strong understanding of  why we 
were there -- or what the cash bail system 
is, and how it harms our communities.

One person even told me that she 
didn’t support our efforts to end cash bail because 
her daughter was addicted to drugs and needed 
to be in jail. Where to even begin with that kind 

INSIDE:
Pennsylvania – 
Bail at a glance

Dauphin County 
Bail Fund –  
Who gets help?

The Pennsylvania 
NewsMedia Associa-
tion Foundation re-
cently announced this 
year’s recipients of  the 
Newspaper of  the Year 
honors. The awards 
recognize top newspa-
pers from the entire 
state.

 The purpose of  this 
contest is to recog-
nize outstanding work 
across all departments 

REFLECTIONS: 

Ted talks about 
civil rights and the 
gay Trump vote

Ted Martin is a native Penn-
sylvanian and a longtime activ-
ist and non-profit professional. 
Martin has worked in several 
varied administrative and com-
munications capacities over the 
past two decades.  Most recently 
executive director of  Equality PA 
for seven years, Martin reflects on 
the state of  LGBT affairs for The 
Central Voice. 

Central Voice: What do you think 
of  as your accomplishments while serving as executive 
director of  Equality PA?

Ted Martin: Serving as Executive Director of  Equality 
PA was exhilarating, exhausting, eye-opening, fun, 
sometimes brutal and disappointing, and always an 
honor.  This type of  work is not for the faint of  heart.  
In my seven years, I point to passage of  22 local nondis-
crimination ordinances throughout Pennsylvania as a 
great victory.  Working with citizen advocates to make 
their towns a place where it’s against the law to fire an 
LGBT person, or refuse them housing or a public ac-

Please see TED MARTIN, page 21

The Central Voice 
garners awards

Ted Martin

Please see BAIL, page 20
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The weekly newspaper Press & Journal is 
just one of seven publications owned & 

operated by the company.

We won ten Pennsylvania NewsMedia 
Association Keystone Press Awards 

including six � rst place 
honors in 2018.

PressAndJournal.com was launched in 
the mid-1990’s. Today, over 255,150 

visit it annually.

We print over 30 publications, in multiple 
languages, throughout the northeast.

We employ over 30 employees who 
contribute towards the nearly $70,000 

in taxes we pay each year.

Our staff actively volunteers for many 
local organizations & activities.

FACT

FACT FACT FACT FACT

FACT FACT FACT FACT

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Fifth-graders in gifted programs 
at four area school districts 
worked together to try to build 
towers that could withstand wind, 
an earthquake and weight. 

The students from Middletown 
Area School District, Lower Dau-
phin School District, Palmyra 
Area School District and Derry 
Township School District gathered 
at Kunkel Elementary School on 
Nov. 29 for the Challenge Day.

Last year, the students were 
asked to build a water ride, and 
this year, they were challenged 
to think about the  foundation of  
the towers they were building and 
whether they could withstand the 
elements. 

The challenge was issued by 

Hershey Entertainment and 
Resorts. 

Gifted teacher Trevor Davis said 
foundation is a key component 
when planning, designing and 
building a new rollercoaster at 
Hersheypark or redesigning the 
park’s front entrance.

Four Middletown students par-
ticipated. The students worked in 
teams with students from other 
districts, though Davis said the 
students usually want to work 
with their friends from their own 
school. 

“In fact, on the way to Kunkel 
with students from another school 
in our district, one of  them asked 
if  he could work with his friend 
from the same school who was 
also going,” Davis said. 

But once the student got there 
and started working with his team, 

Davis said the student enjoyed 
teaming up with his peers from 
other schools. 

The students used a variety 
of  materials to construct their 
towers, such as cardboard tubes, 
boxes, buckets and egg cartons. 
Although it wasn’t a competition, 
at the end of  the day, the students 
presented their towers and re-
ceived feedback. 

Davis said there were numerous 
benefits to the challenge. They 
include having students work on 
a real-world, hands-on problem-
solving challenge; learning from 
their mistakes in a safe environ-
ment; critical thinking; and col-
laborating with others. 

“Students are able to see how 
math and science and other con-
cepts apply to the real world, in this 
case Hersheypark,” Davis said. 

STAFF PHOTOS BY LAURA HAYES

Zoe Handwerk was one of four Middletown fifth-graders who participated in the Challenge Day for gifted students 
from four area school districts Nov. 29. The students were challenged to focus on foundation and build a tower that 
could withstand wind, an earthquake and weight. 

Challenge for gifted 
students: Build towers 
to withstand elements

Students in gifted programs at Middletown, Palmyra, Derry Township and Lower Dauphin gathered at Kunkel on Nov. 
29 for the Challenge Day. 

Left, Palmyra’s Nicholas Campisano builds a tower with Middletown student Strummer Woodworth during the 
Challenge Day on Nov. 29. Right, Lower Dauphin’s Sadie Giampetro and Derry Township’s Anna Wang work on their 
tower.
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