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Raiders ready to 
kick off football 
season Friday  B1

Ex-area priests 
in abuse report A3

DRUG DEATH CHARGES B3

Public notices in this week’s Press & Journal
• HIGHSPIRE: Zoning Hearing 
Meeting Notice. A4
• LOWER SWATAR TWP: Zoning 
Hearing Meeting Notice. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  Jeanne 
Albright. A4

• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Tax Sale 
Decree. A4

Middletown sues  
ex-communications 
director Courogen

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown borough on Aug. 6 
sued its former communications 
director in Dauphin County Court, 
contending that Chris Couro-
gen has violated terms of  a 2016 
separation agreement in which 
he received severance payments 
exceeding $19,000.

The complaint filed by borough 
solicitor Eckert Seamans Cherin 
& Mellott focuses on an email 
that the borough says Courogen 
sent from his personal email ac-
count, in support of  legislation 
introduced in the Pennsylvania 
House of  Representatives to place 
new restrictions on Middletown 
and other boroughs in the state 
that provide electricity to their 
residents and businesses.

One part of  Courogen’s email 
says that “small boroughs provid-
ing electricity is nothing more 
than a hidden tax in most munici-
palities” and “when the council I 
worked for was swept out in the 
elections, the first thing the new 
council folks did was raise elec-
tric rates, despite getting a new 
wholesale contract that reduced 
what they are charged.”

The borough 
complaint says 
that  Couro-
gen’s “criticism 
of  the borough 
and its officials 
by classifying 
the borough’s 
provision and 
sale of  electric-
ity to the borough’s residents as 
merely a hidden tax … reflects 
adversely on the borough, as well 
as the borough’s officials, officers, 
attorneys, and managers.”

Courogen’s “criticism has 
caused the borough to incur or 
suffer damages,” the lawsuit adds.

The complaint alleges breach of  
contract, and seeks an unspecified 
award of  damages, plus interest, 
costs, attorneys’ fees and “all other 
amounts provided for under the 
parties’ contract, the law, and as 
the court otherwise deems ap-
propriate.”

Courogen in response to a re-
quest for comment from the Press 
& Journal said “I have no comment 
on it and no comment on any 
matters related to the borough of  
Middletown. I wish the borough 

Courogen

Borough lawsuit says email to state 
violated terms of separation agreement
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From right, Interfaith Housing Board President Ellen Willenbecher, state Rep. Tom Mehaffie, and Middletown Business Association's Scott Sites listen 
to George Connor, executive director of Dauphin County Community and Economic Development, during a tour of Vintage Vault Gallery on South Union 
Street on Monday. The building is owned by the Interfaith Housing Board, which is considering applying for a state gaming grant. Connor and Mehaffie 
provided feedback during the tour. See story, page A6.

Offering a word of advice

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

One of  three men charged in the 
Jan. 16 robbery of  the 7-Eleven at 
12 E. Main St. in Middletown is to 
be sentenced in Dauphin County 
Court on Sept. 24.

Derrick Lamar Charles, 23, of  
Harrisburg, pleaded guilty Aug. 2 
to conspiracy to commit robbery, 
prohibited possession of  a fire-
arm, terroristic threats, weapons 
possession, robbery, and carrying 
a firearm without a license.

Charles is listed as being held 
on $100,000 bail in Cumberland 
County Prison, where Charles 
and the two other men charged 
in the 7-Eleven robbery, 21-year-
old Victor Manual Gonzalez of  

Steelton and 
Gregory Dios-
mar Pimentel, 
21, no address 
given, have 
been since all 
three were ar-
rested by State 
Police on Jan. 
16.

The cases are still pending 
against Gonzalez, who is charged 
with robbery and conspiracy to 
commit robbery, recklessly en-
dangering another person, and 
driving under suspension; and 
against Pimentel, who is charged 
with robbery and conspiracy 
to commit robbery, terroristic 
threats, weapons possession 
and carrying a firearm without 

a license.
Pimentel’s next scheduled 

appearance in Dauphin County 
Court on the charges is Sept. 6, 
while Gonzalez is due on Sept. 20.

According to arrest records, 
Charles and Pimentel are shown 
on store surveillance video enter-
ing the 7-Eleven in Middletown at 
about 3 a.m. 

Charles, whom police said was 
a convicted felon, brandished 
a handgun to a store employee 
while Pimentel displayed an 
airsoft gun.

The two men stole about $225 
in cash and a carton of  Newport 
cigarettes valued at $81.68, before 
fleeing the scene in a white Nis-
san Altima sedan being driven 
by Gonzalez.

The trio headed west into Cum-
berland County, where according 
to police the three men held up a 
convenience store in West Penns-
boro Township at 7:35 a.m. — a 
little over four hours after hitting 
the 7-Eleven in Middletown. The 
three were also charged with 
a third armed store holdup in 
Middlesex Township.

After learning of  the holdups in 
Cumberland County, Middletown 
police on Jan. 26 were able to 
charge the trio with the 7-Eleven 
robbery in the borough.

Their physical description 
matched those of  the subjects 
in the 7-Eleven robbery, and the 
vehicle and license plate matched 
what was captured in the video 
surveillance in Middletown.

Charles

Sentencing scheduled in 7-Eleven robbery

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

A beer distributor might move 
to Lower Swatara Township, 
across from a day care center 
near the intersection of  Longview 
Drive and Oberlin Road. 

During the Lower Swatara 
Board of  Commissioners meeting 
Aug. 15, the board unanimously 
voted to transfer Wilsbach Dis-
tributors Inc.’s liquor license 
from Susquehanna Township — 
where the distribution center is 
located at 905 Katie Court near 

Union Deposit Road — to Lower 
Swatara. 

“This is the first of  many, many 
steps that are going to happen,” 
Wilsbach’s attorney Stephen 

Dzuranin told the board. 
Before the meeting, the board 

held a public hearing to allow 
the public to voice their support 
or concerns. 

“Aren’t there other places 
in Lower Swatara where you 
wouldn’t be … across the street 
from a daycare center and a 
residential neighborhood?” asked 
resident Ed Halpern, who lives on 
Nissley Drive. 

Who is Wilsbach Distributors?
According to primary owner 

Frank Sourbeer, the company 

was founded in 1933 after Pro-
hibition in a Harrisburg garage. 
Sourbeer joined the company in 
1972, and his family purchased 
the business in 1988. 

He told the board that when 
they built their facility in Susque-
hanna, they thought that would 
be the last time they would have 
to move. 

“We’re starting to bust at the 
seams, and to plan for the future, 
we wanted to make sure that we’re 
able to get a piece of  property that 

Beer distributor might move to Lower Swatara locale
“In my mind that’s one 
of the most dangerous 
intersections or areas in 
the township.”

Lower Swatara Board of 
Commissioners Vice President 
Todd Truntz

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

On the heels of  the last National 
Night Out event, Lower Swatara 
Township Officer in Charge Sgt. 
Scott Young told the Board of  
Commissioners during its Aug. 
15 meeting that next year’s event 
may be held at Middletown Area 
High School.

“I was approached by members 
of  the school district, and it ap-
pears that we’re going to start 
moving toward having National 
Night Out in the township next 
year. We’re looking at the high 
school as the primary location,” 
Young told the board. 

In an inter-
view, Young 
said no deci-
sion has been 
made. He said 
they were in-
t e re s t e d  i n 
changing the 
venue last year 
but didn’t have 
enough time. 

Young said while Hoffer Park is a 
great place for National Night Out, 
he noted that with all the interest 
that the event has generated, the 
space becomes “compacted” — es-
pecially between the booths, police 

Young

National Night Out could 
be on the move to MAHS
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By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Most of  the current areas of  
concern in Lower Swatara Town-
ship “focus on personnel and man-
agement,” according to a recent 
report completed as part of  the 
state Early Intervention Program.

The township received a grant 
through the Pennsylvania De-
partment of  Community and 
Economic Development in 2017 
to study the township’s finances, 
demographics, personnel, waste-
water collection, administration, 

public works and police depart-
ment. The study was conducted 
by the Pennsylvania Economy 
League.

The report concluded that the 
township was overall financially 
viable but cited several personnel 
examples, such as turnover in 
roles such as township manager 
and police chief and the decision of  
formerly non-union public works 
and administrative employees to 
unionize.

“Lastly, it appears that there 
exists in the Township an uneasy 
employment relationship between 

the Township Board of  Commis-
sioners (the ‘Board’) and some 
segments of  the Township’s labor 
force,” the report states. 

In an interview, Vice President 
Todd Truntz said it wasn’t a secret 
that some personnel are union-
izing. 

“I’m not sure what motivated the 
employees to unionize,” Truntz 
said. “It’s the board’s desire to 
treat everyone fairly.”

The results of  the study were 
presented to the board in June, 
though the board didn’t accept the 
report until its Aug. 15 meeting. 

“I consider this a type of  audit. 
I think that’s a good thing to have 
to keep people on track,” township 
manager Betsy McBride said.

She said that some of  the recom-
mendations could be completed 
through grant funding, such as 
accounting software that could 
be integrated between the finance 
department and other depart-
ments. McBride said one of  the 
recommendations — to create a 
personnel manual —  came up 
in her job interview, and she’s 
already started working on a five-
year capital improvement plan 

with Director of  Public Works 
Lester Lanman. 

Truntz said the report was a 
helpful piece of  information, call-
ing it an “outsider’s look into the 
township.” 

He said he hoped the report 
stayed in the forefront and wasn’t 
cast aside, adding that some sug-
gestions might be practical or 
feasible to implement. 

Although Board President Jon 
Wilt did not return the Press & 
Journal’s call for reaction, Mc-
Bride, on his behalf, said that Wilt 
considered the report a guidebook, 

adding that he felt they did not 
need to implement every sugges-
tion. 

“He does intend to look into put-
ting in a lot of  the suggestions,” 
McBride said.

The report noted that the “un-
easy relationship” between the 
board and township employees 
“appears to have existed for some 
time and may be corrected by 
simple changes in behavior and 
leadership.”

The study said that the board 

Township personnel management questioned
Outside study finds ‘uneasy employment relationship’ between Lower Swatara board and some employees

Please see TOWNSHIP, page A5
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Before you know it, it will be autumn

StUdEnT ScHoOl HoUrS:
MiDdLeToWn ArEa HiGh ScHoOl: 7:25-2:30
MiDdLeToWn ArEa MiDdLe ScHoOl: 7:40-2:40
FiNk & ReId ElEmEnTaRy ScHoOlS: 8:30-3:15
KuNkEl ElEmEnTaRy ScHoOl: 9:00-3:45

MaSd ScHoOlS OpEn 
MoNdAy, AuGuSt 27Th

ThE FiRsT WeEk Of ScHoOl WiLl Be A FuLl 
FiVe-DaY WeEk. 
LaBoR DaY ReCeSs WiLl OnLy InClUdE LaBoR DaY 
MoNdAy, SePtEmBeR 3, 2018.

ingo BlastB
12 CARDS for $30

ingo BlastB
Saturday, August 25th
7 pm ~ Doors open at 5 pm

HUMMELSTOWN FIRE COMPANY
249 E. Main Street, Hummelstown

With this coupon
Expires 08/25/18

$1 Off
Bingo

** COUPON **••• COUPON •••

HHH $1,000 CASH JACKPOT HHH
PAYOUT:

16 Games @ $50, 4 Games @ $75

For delivery please call 717-944-2175
LONDONDERRY FIRE CO.

2655 Foxianna Rd., Middletown

Chicken
Barbeque
Sat., August 25th • 10 am-2 pm

$10

Eeeeek! School is right around 
the corner! Quick, do something 
summery ... drink water out of  
the garden hose, play flashlight 
tag, and have a popsicle or two! 

On the other hand, some of  
you may be thinking it is time 
to be done with summer and 
the heat, and the bugs! A door 
closes, and a window opens. We 
certainly are blessed to be able 
to enjoy four seasons. 

Incidentally, autumn begins 
exactly a month from now, on 
Sept. 22!

Take advantage of  the time 
we have in whatever season we 
are in, and be sure to share your 
news! Have a great week and 
best wishes to all who go “back-
to-school!”

Birthdays
Happy cake-and-ice cream day 

to Scott Hile of  Lower Swatara. 
Hope you have 51 things to cel-
ebrate on Wednesday, Aug. 22!

Double birthday greetings are 
sent to Jim and Judy Lawyer 
on Thursday, Aug. 23. Have an 
extremely good time, twins!

Tyler Hughes of  Lower Swata-
ra celebrates his 22nd happy 
birthday on Thursday, Aug. 23. 
Wishing you lots of  joy, Tyler!

Happy big-deal 20th birthday 
to Christy Rae Ammons of  Roy-
alton on Aug. 23. Wishing you a 
thrilling birthday on Thursday! 

Happy landmark birthday 
to Hannah Ebersole of  Lower 
Swatara. She observes her 21st 
cake day on Friday, Aug. 24. Con-
grats to you, Hannah!

Here is a shout-out to Joe 
Bendgen of  Lower Swatara. 
Wishing you a super Saturday, 

Aug. 25 birthday, Joe! 
Happy 25th big-deal quarter-

of-a-century birthday to Laura 
Snyder on Sunday, Aug. 26. 
Many great wishes for an excel-
lent celebration to you, Laura! 

Happy cool-parade party day 
to Marie Chambers of  Middle-
town on Sunday as she turns 18. 
She is a legal-eagle woman on 
Aug. 26! 

Hey, Edward Hawk of  Lower 
Swatara! Happy balloon-flying 
day on Monday, Aug. 27. May the 
skies be blue and friendly to you. 
Enjoy!

Alyssa Bush of  Lower Swatara 
turns 15 on Tuesday, Aug. 28. 
Happy back-to-school time. 
Happy birthday!

Best wishes for a terrific 12th 
snappy-happy birthday to Cohen 
Hunter of  Lower Swatara. This 
guy celebrates this special day 
on Tuesday, Aug. 28!

Happy 14th razzle-dazzle cake 
day to Keira Weise-Torres of  
Middletown. She observes her 
birthday on Tuesday, Aug. 28. 
Enjoy it all week long!

Anniversaries
John and Stephany Davidson 

were married on Aug. 17, 1968. 
The couple recently celebrated 
50 fab golden years of  marriage. 
Belated best wishes and over-
the-top congratulations to you 
both! Keep up the great work. 

Happy 43rd wedding anniver-
sary to Joe and Sue Lawruk of  
Lower Swatara. This extremely 
young-at-heart couple will cel-
ebrate their romantic holiday on 
Thursday, Aug. 23. Enjoy!

Happy 39th anniversary to 
Keith and Cheryl Daily of  Lower 

Swatara on Friday, Aug. 24. 
Wishing you a weekend full 
of  flowers, chocolate and cool 
breezes!

Bob and Marie Triplett of  Low-
er Swatara observe their hearts-
and-flowers day on Friday, Aug. 
24. May your 33rd anniversary 
be full of  fun and relaxation!

Happy sixth anniversary to 
Jarrett and Deborah Roan of  
Lower Swatara on Saturday, 
Aug. 25. The gift: wood! Enjoy a 
remarkable couples weekend!

Glenn and Sue Cameron of  
Lower Swatara were wed on 
Aug. 27, 1983. Happy 35th jade 
anniversary to you on Monday. 
May your joy just keep overflow-
ing. Praise God!

Best wishes and congrats to 
Bob and Gloria Clouser Jr. of  
Middletown on Monday, Aug. 27. 
They observe their jade anni-
versary. Enjoy and celebrate all 
week long!

Joe and Jeanette Cepietz 
of  Lower Swatara mark their 
36th wedding anniversary on 
Tuesday, Aug. 28. Wishing you a 
romantic week!

Baked Eggs and Sausage
From the  

Wedding Book Collection

8 eggs, beaten
6 slices bread, cubed
1 c. sharp cheddar cheese, 

grated
2 c. milk
1 lb. sausage, cooked, crum-

bled and drained well
1 tsp. salt
1 tsp. dry mustard
Combine ingredients and put 

in well greased 9-by-13-inch bak-

ing dish. 
Refrigerate overnight, if  

desired. Bake in 350 degree oven 
for 35 minutes. Makes a deli-
cious breakfast! Serves four to 
six.

Quote of the Week
“If  God ordains new circum-

stances and we choose to resist, 
manipulate, or withdraw, we are 
no longer trusting in our sover-
eign God. The fact that he allows 
change, regardless of  how it 
comes, reveals that he wants 
more for us.” — Melanie Davis 
Porter, author. 

Question of the Week
What do you like least about 

summer?
“Hotness.” — Daniel Orris, 9, 

Lower Swatara.
“Camp, because of  one annoy-

ing boy!” — Norah Wooddell, 8, 
Lower Swatara.

“The very hotness.” — Emma 
Kramer, 7, Lower Swatara.

“That I miss my teacher and 
I don’t get to see my friends 
much.” — Amerie Batts, 9, 
Lower Swatara.

“Humidity. It just makes it 
hotter.” — Jeff Gordon, Lower 
Swatara.

“I don’t like the bugs! They are 
itchy.” — Connor Symonies, 4, 
Lower Swatara.

Proverb for the Week 
He who finds a wife finds what 

is good and receives favor from 
the LORD (18:22).

Reach LaVonne Ackerman at 
717-649-7366 or by email at La-
VonneAck@comcast.net.

MASD schools to open 
on Monday, Aug. 27 

Middletown Area School 
District schools will open 
Monday, Aug. 27. 

The first week of  school will 
be a full five-day week. Labor 
Day recess will include only 
Monday, Sept. 3. 

School starting and ending 
times for students are as fol-
lows: Middletown Area High 
School, 7:25 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.; 
Middletown Area Middle 
School, 7:40 a.m. to 2:40 p.m.; 
Fink and Reid elementary 
schools, 8:30 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.; 
Kunkel Elementary School, 9 
a.m. to 3:45 p.m.

Meet the Raiders 
Night set for Aug. 23

Meet the Raiders Night will 
be held at 6:30 p.m. Thursday, 
Aug. 23, at War Memorial 
Field. 

Raider fans are invited to 
kick off the fall sports sea-
son and meet the Blue Wave 
Band, Raider cheerleaders, 
and fall varsity athletes. The 
event is sponsored in part by 
the Blue and Gold Club. 

Come support the Blue 
Raiders as they launch an-
other year.

Ebenezer UMC Peach 
Festival is Aug. 25

Ebenezer United Method-
ist Church and Childcare, 890 
Ebenezer Road, Middletown 
will play host to a Peach Festi-
val Fundraiser from noon to 4 
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 25. 

There will be fellowship 
and food. 

The menu for the event in-
cludes freshly sliced peaches, 
ice cream, sandwiches, baked 
goods and more available for 
purchase.

For more information, call 
the church at 717-939-0766.

45th Elizabethtown 
Fair is this week

 The 45th annual Eliza-
bethtown Fair will be held 
through Aug. 25 until 11 p.m. 

Rides open daily at 2 p.m., 
noon on Saturday. 

There will be free nightly 
entertainment as well as 
competitive and agricultural 
exhibits.

 For more information 
about the fair, visit www.
pafairs.org/etownfair.

Live music on deck  
at Sunset Bar & Grill

Don Johnson Band will 
perform on the deck at Sunset 
Bar & Grill, 2601 Sunset 
Drive, at 7 p.m. Thursday, 
Aug. 23.

Chicken barbecue  
at Londonderry Fire

 Londonderry Fire Com-
pany, 2655 Foxianna Road, 
Middletown, is sponsoring 
a chicken barbecue from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 
25. 

For delivery, call 717-944-
2175.

Bingo Blast will be 
held in Hummelstown

 Hummelstown Fire Com-
pany, 249 E. Main St., Hum-
melstown, is sponsoring its 
Bingo Blast on Saturday, Aug. 
25. 

Doors open at 5 p.m. Bingo 
starts at 7 p.m.

More than 110,000 Japanese 
residents along the Pacific Coast 
(70 percent of  whom were U.S. 
citizens) were incarcerated in 
internment camps during World 
War II. Officially called relocation 
centers, they were, in the eyes of  
most historians, concentration 
camps. 

Those incarcerated could be 
relocated outside the Western De-
fense Command by being accepted 
at a college, finding employment, 
or joining the military. 

Yoneichi Uyeda, dubbed “Bill” 
by a pre-war neighbor, took the 

college route.
Uyeda will share his story at the 

monthly meeting of  the Central 
PA WW II Roundtable, at 7 p.m. 
Thursday Sept. 6.

Uyeda was allowed to exit his 
camp, Tule Lake, in 1943 to attend 
the Illinois Institute of Technology 
in Chicago until he was drafted 
into the Army a few months later. 
He was in officer candidate school 
when the announcement came 
Aug. 15, 1945, that the Japanese 
had surrendered. 

He was assigned as a civil intel-
ligence officer with AFWESPAC 

Pacific Theater of  Operations, 
finally ending up in the Allied oc-
cupation of  Japan.

After his discharge, Uyeda at-
tended the Massachusetts Insti-
tute of  Technology and earned a 
degree in physics. 

He moved to Lancaster County 
to work for RCA. Retired since 
1985, the 95-year-old has taught 
classes in English as a Second 
Language, and tutored science 
and math students.

The Central Pennsylvania WW 
II Roundtable is a nonprofit orga-
nization that provides a forum for 

World War II veterans, authors, 
historians and others to share 
their knowledge and experiences 
about the war. 

Meetings are held at 7 p.m. the 
first Thursday of  every month at 
Grace United Methodist Church, 
433 E. Main St., Hummelstown.

Anyone with an interest in 
World War II is invited. There are 
no memberships or fees.

For information, contact Char-
lie Lloyd at charlie.centralpaw-
w2roundtable@gmail.com or 
717-503-2862, or visit www.central-
paww2roundtable.org.

Ever wonder how nuclear 
power is generated or how a 
nuclear power plant works? 
Answers to these questions and 
many more will be provided at 
Three Mile Island’s Summer 
Family Fun Fest. 

The family-friendly event 
will be held rain or shine from 
2 to 7 p.m. Friday, Aug. 24, at 
Gelder Park in Hummelstown.

“For almost 40 years, TMI has 
been serving the community 
and producing reliable carbon-
free energy for more than 
800,000 homes,” said Site Vice 
President Ed Callan. “Come 
meet the men and women who 
run TMI Unit 1 at world-class 
levels of  safety and operational 
excellence and learn more 
about nuclear power.”

Station employees will be on 
hand to educate visitors about 
nuclear energy, plant opera-
tions and current events in the 
nuclear industry. 

The event will feature a 
virtual reality tour of  Three 
Mile Island’s control room, an 
inflatable obstacle course, face 
painting, pie eating contest, 
dunk tank, raffles and more.

Complimentary water ice 
will be offered, and several 
other food trucks will serve 
treats with partial proceeds 
and tips benefitting Children’s 
Miracle Network at Penn State 
Hershey Hospital.

Park in spaces designated 
by Gelder Park. If  you have 
questions about Family Fun 
Fest, email David Marcheskie 
at david.marcheskie@exelon-
corp.com.

Three Mile Island generates 
electricity for more than 800,000 
homes and businesses. 

TMI has about 675 employees. 

TMI will 
hold Family 
Fun Fest 
this Friday

For the second year in a row, 
barber Jeff “Shake” Cleckner will 
give away free haircuts at his shop 
on East Main Street in Middletown 
to students as they prepare to 
return to school.

The free haircuts will be offered 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday, 
Aug. 26. 

You don’t need an appointment.
Cleckner requests students 

bring a report card from last 
school year with at least one A. 
But Cleckner says he won’t turn 
anyone away.

Last year, Cleckner carried his 
big chair down the steps outside, 
to do the cuts in front of  his shop 

at 115 E. Main St.
He plans to do that again this 

year, weather permitting. The 
forecast so far calls for Sunday to 
be dry, Cleckner said.

Last year Cleckner gave free 
haircuts to 31 students during 
the event.

— Dan Miller

All former employees of  AMP 
Inc. and its successors — including 
Tyco Electronics and TE Connec-
tivity — and their spouses or other 
adult guests are invited to the 26th 
annual Pig Roast sponsored by the 
AMP Retirees Association. 

It will be held Wednesday, Sept. 
12, at the Enola Sportsman’s As-
sociation (290 Pine Hill Road Ex-
tended, Enola, just off Route 944/
Wertzville Road), with registra-
tion and socializing beginning at 

10 a.m., and the meal at noon, fol-
lowed by bingo (optional) at 1 p.m.  

There is a cost. Deadline for 
reservations, with payment, is 
Aug. 29. 

Go to www.ampra.net (click 
Events, scroll down to AMPRA 
26th annual Pig Roast, and click 
View Event). 

The Pig Roast is AMPRA’s 
second-largest attended event.

The group is supporting the 
Bethesda Mission at the event.  

Nonperishable food items and 
white socks are needed.  Any 
other clothing donations would 
be welcomed as well.  

Each person making a donation 
will receive a free raffle ticket for 
a 50-50 drawing.  

All former employees, regard-
less of  whether the employee’s 
separation was due to retirement, 
layoff or resignation, are invited. 
Paid membership in AMPRA is 
not required to attend.       
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Penn State Harrisburg has 
named Annie Hughes director 
of  the Center for Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship.  

Formerly a brand manager 
of  Disruptive Innovation at The 
Hershey Co., Hughes will lead the 
center’s mission to stimulate new 
business and economic develop-
ment in the region by leveraging 
the breadth and depth of  the 
college’s expertise and intellec-
tual capital, according to a press 
release from the school.  

The center provides education, 
support and resources for faculty, 

student, and 
c o m m u n i t y 
entrepreneurs.

In May 2015, 
President Eric 
Barron award-
ed Penn State 
H a r r i s b u r g 
with seed fund-
ing to support 
the center’s activities. 

Penn State Harrisburg part-
nered with a local developer, 
Campus Heights, to provide the 
“Innovation Den,” a space where 
students and teams can col-

laborate and develop emerging 
innovation.

Hughes received a bachelor 
of  science degree from North-
western University’s School of  
Communication, and a master of  
business administration from the 
University of  Iowa. 

She and her husband live in 
Midtown Harrisburg, where they 
are active in civic projects to sup-
port community building and 
economic development, including 
the first community dog park in 
Harrisburg, which will be launch-
ing this fall.

Hughes named to entrepreneur post at Penn State

Hughes
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A teacher at Bishop McDevitt 
High School reported Father Au-
gustine Giella in April 1987. 

A girl had told the teacher that 
Giella watched her use the rest-
room and did other “wrong things” 
with the children. 

Giella was at the time a priest at 
St. John the Evangelist in Enhaut, 
which would later be consolidated 
into the present Prince of  Peace 
parish in Steelton. 

The teacher reported the girl’s 
account to Father Joseph Coyne, 
who reported it to the Diocese of  
Harrisburg. 

Monsignor Hugh Overbaugh, 
in an April 1987 memorandum, 
recorded the complaint, a second 
similar allegation from another 
girl and a third complaint of  “act-
ing improperly” toward another 
girl. 

“Overbaugh concluded his 
memo, ‘Father Coyne was in-
structed to do nothing in the 
case until the matter had been 
discussed with diocesan legal 
counsel,’” the report read.

These details were part of  a 
sweeping report compiled by a 
grand jury who for the past two 
years has been investigating al-
legations of  child sexual abuse 
within six Catholic dioceses in 
Pennsylvania. 

The Pennsylvania Attorney 
General’s Office released the re-
port Aug. 14. 

“Today, the most comprehen-
sive report on child sexual abuse 
within the church ever produced 
in our country was released,” 
Attorney General Josh Shapiro 
said in a press release. “Penn-
sylvanians can finally learn the 
extent of  sexual abuse within 
these diocese.”

Giella is one of  301 clergy 
members of  which the grand jury 
claims there are credible allega-
tions of  child sexual abuse made 
against them. 

Giella remained at the Enhaut 
church until 1988 when he vol-
untarily retired. He continued to 
sexually abuse children until 1992, 
according to the grand jury report.

When Giella first came to St. 
John the Evangelist, the grand 
jury said he was embraced by a 
family. The daughters would go 
to the rectory to do chores for the 
priest and count the collection 
money. The report states that 
Giella became a “grandfather 
figure” who would bring  toys 
and gifts, take the daughters on 
trips and join the family during 
celebrations. 

Giella sexually abused five of  
the eight daughters, according to 
the report.

According to the report, Giella 
was ordained in the Archdiocese 
of  Newark in New Jersey in 1950. 
He served in New Jersey for 29 
years until he reached out to 
then-Bishop Joseph Daley to ask 
for assignment to the Harrisburg 
diocese. Giella reportedly wanted 
his own parish, which he thought 
was unlikely to happen in New 
Jersey. 

Giella was first assigned to St. 
Joseph’s Church in Hanover be-
fore then being moved to St. John 
the Evangelist church in Enhaut. 

After he left St. John the Evan-
gelist, Giella reportedly moved 
back to New Jersey and the family 
continued to visit him. During the 
last of  the trips, the report states 
that partially or fully nude photos 
of  one of  the children was found 
in Giella’s residence, and the 
child’s mother noticed that the 
child had been withdrawn. When 
asked what was wrong, the child 
shared her experience with Giella, 
according to the report. 

The family reported it to the 
church and police, and in August 
1992, Giella was arrested but later 
died while awaiting trial. Accord-
ing to the report, when police 
executed a search warrant at 
Giella’s home, they found a num-
ber of  items including pubic hair, 
underwear, urine, used feminine 
sanitary products and explicit 
photos. According to the report, 
the diocese settled with the family 
for almost $1 million.  

Other women came forward 
to police, reporting of  abuse by 
Giella. 

The sisters told the grand jury 
about the challenges they faced as 
a result of  the abuse — psychologi-
cal, emotional and interpersonal 
damage. One of  the sisters had a 
panic attack during the grand jury 
proceedings after seeing a man 
who resembled the priest. 

The child’s mother, who didn’t 
know if  Giella’s behavior was re-
ported to the diocese, confronted 
Overbaugh. The grand jury report 

states that there was evidence that 
diocesan officials knew. During 
grand jury proceedings, the moth-
er described the confrontation.

“Overbaugh stated, ‘I wondered 
why you were letting them go to the 
rectory,’” according to the report. 

Local priests identified in report
“If  it does nothing else, this 

report removes any remaining 
doubt that the failure to prevent 
abuse was a systemic failure, an 
institutional failure,” the grand 
jury report stated.

The grand jury wrote that be-
cause of  the coverup, most of  the 
accused can’t be charged. 

“What we can do is tell our fellow 
citizens what happened, and try to 
get something done about it,” the 
report said.

The grand jury reportedly 
identified more than 1,000 child 
victims from the records from the 
six dioceses — Allentown, Erie, 
Greensburg, Harrisburg, Pitts-
burgh and Scranton — although 
officials say they believe the actual 
number of  victims may be in the 
thousands. 

The grand jury estimated that 
this is the largest kind of  this 
type of  grand jury report to date 
— the Philadelphia report identi-
fied more than 60 priests, and the 
Altoona-Johnstown report identi-
fied approximately 50. 

In the Harrisburg diocese, the 
grand jury identified 45 offenders 
— most of  the priests are identified 
by name, though some are identi-
fied by “Harrisburg Priest No. 1” 
or their names are redacted. 

Of  the 301 priests identified in 
the report, five have ties to church-
es in Middletown and Steelton:

• Giella served at St. John the 
Evangelist from 1982-1988.

• Father Jerry Kucan served at 
St. Mary’s in Steelton from 1961 to 
1972 and again from 1979 to 1982.

• Father John Allen served at St. 
Ann’s in Steelton from 1978 to 1980.

• Father T. Ronald Haney served 
at St. James and Bishop McDevitt 
High School from 1964 to 1967 and 
St. Ann’s in Steelton in 1967 and 
again from 1981 to 1985. 

• Father Salvatore Zangari 
served at St. Ann’s in Steelton 
from 1969-1973. Seven Sorrows of  
the Blessed Virgin Mary church 
in Middletown indicates on its 
website that Zangari served as an 
assistant from June to September 
1951, although that is not noted in 
the grand jury report.

“We think it’s reasonable to 
expect one of  the world’s great 
religions dedicated to the spiritual 
well-being of  over a billion people, 
to find ways to organize itself  so 
that the shepherds stop preying 
upon the flock,” the report reads.

Grand jury vs. diocese report
The grand jury’s report comes 

on the heels of  a list of  72 clergy 
members and seminarians who 
have been accused of  sexually 
abusing a child since the 1940s 
that was released by the Diocese 
of  Harrisburg earlier this month. 

There is some overlap between 
priests on the grand jury’s report 
and those identified by the diocese. 
Giella, Kucan, Allen, Haney and 
Zangari all appear on both lists.

Three other priests are on the 
diocese’s list, but not the grand 
jury’s. Father Frederick Bradel 
served at Seven Sorrows in Middle-
town from 1964 to 1966, and the 
diocese said he was accused of  
inappropriate behavior after his 
death. Father John Bolen served 
at St. James’ church in Steelton 
in 1926 and 1927 and was accused 
after his death of  having sexually 
abused a child. Father William 
Haviland served at St. Peter the 
Apostle in Steelton from 1991 to 
1995 and from 1990 to 1991 at St. 
John the Evangelist in Steelton, 
and accusations were made of  him 
sexually abusing children both 

while he was alive and following 
his death.  

John Allen
According to the report, in 2002, 

a man reported that Father John 
Allen sexually abused him when 
he was a minor. Allen reportedly 
picked up the child along State 
Street in Harrisburg and sexually 
abused him numerous times. 

The report states that the 
diocese had concerns about Allen 
dating back to 1970, and in 1991 he 
was sent to a center for an evalua-
tion. The next year, parishioners 
contacted the diocese after they 
learned that Allen had been ar-
rested by the Lancaster City Police 
after he reportedly solicited an 
undercover officer. According to 
the report, the parishioners said 
Allen invited altar boys to his room 
in the rectory.

Father Paul Helwig wrote a 
memorandum to then-Harrisburg 
Bishop Nicholas Dattilo stating 
that Allen had attended a Sex and 
Love Addicts Anonymous meeting 
in which the priest implied “that 
he was a pedophile and had an 
‘obsession with young boys.’”

After the 2002 report, the diocese 
suspended Allen’s ability to pub-
licly function as a priest. 

More men came forward, alleg-
ing sexual abuse by Allen. One 
man told the diocese that while 
he was a minor and later when 
he became an adult, Allen paid 
him for sexual acts. Another man 
reportedly told the diocese that 
while he was an altar boy and a 
minor, Allen made him play strip 
poker and later took the boy to his 
rectory quarters. 

In 2005, the Congregation for 
the Doctrine supported a diocese 
petition to dismiss Allen from the 
clergy, which was granted by Pope 
Benedict XVI in 2006.

Father T. Ronald Haney
One evening, when Haney was at 

a home for dinner, the parents of  a 
7-year-old girl and a 4-year-old boy 
heard Haney tell the girl, “I guess 
you have heard about pedaphilia 
[sic],” according to the report. 

On a second occasion, the moth-
er was told by another parishoner 
said that Haney commented on 
the daughter’s buttocks. The sec-
ond parishioner said that Haney 
put his hand on her daughter’s 
buttocks when he stopped by her 
home on Christmas Day 1994, ac-
cording to the report.

The two women reportedly 
confronted Haney, and they told 
the diocese that Haney was embar-
rassed and hurt “and apologized 
profusely for the difficulties he 
caused them.”

Father Jerry Kucan
Kucan reportedly began regu-

larly abusing one boy after he 
started serving midnight mass in 
1974 when Kucan was stationed at 
St. Anthony’s school in Sharon, in 
the Diocese of  Erie. 

Kucan gave the boy a St. Chris-
topher necklace and asked him 
to serve the morning mass before 
school. According to the report, 
the boy would be called out of  class 
to meet Kucan and a brother in a 
room on the second floor of  the 
school gym where the boy would 
be sexually assaulted. 

In a letter to the Erie diocese 
in 2005, the survivor wrote that 
“Kucan told [victim] that if  he ever 
told anyone about their relation-
ship, [victim’s] mother would lose 
her job in the school kitchen and 
he would be kicked out of  school.”

According to the report, Kucan 
was a member of  the Croatian 
Franciscan Custody of  the Holy 
Family. After the diocese received 
the survivor’s letter, then-Bishop 
of Erie Donald Trautman respond-
ed that he reached out to a priest 
with the Croatian Franciscans 
asking that they call the victim. 

Trautman reportedly included 
contact information for a Catholic 
Charities where the victim lived 
to help with his emotional issues. 

The wife of  a victim reached 
out to the church in 2007, saying 
that her husband and his cousins 
had been sexually abused at St. 
Anthony’s. The woman in a letter 
said that her husband had depres-
sion and later committed suicide. 

The woman asked if  she could 
see similar reports. Monsignor 
Robert J. Smith responded, ac-
cording to the report, saying that 
he was sorry and included contact 
information for the order. Smith 
also wrote that they received two 
reports of  incidents in the church. 
He said the second priest was 
removed from ministry following 
the report. 

According to the report, a 2007 
note states that a priest with the 
order told Smith that Kucan was 
taken out of  ministry following the 
first report against him in 2005. 
The order reportedly settled with 
the victim. 

Father Salvatore Zangari
The report stated that the Har-

risburg Diocese received multiple 
allegations of  “unwanted sexual 
misconduct” between Zangari 
and adult women between 1980 
and 1986, and in 1986, Zangari was 
sent for an evaluation.

“The Institute relayed that 
Zangari reported he was ‘literally 
married’ for eight or nine years 
and had fathered a child,” the 
report said. 

The diocese followed up on the 
information from the evaluation in 
2002 because the report said they 
weren’t followed up on. At the time, 
Zangari reportedly denied being 
or saying that he was married. 

Zangari reportedly did admit 
to having a child with a former 
student who had attended a school 
in Lebanon. 

In 2002, Bishop Nicholas Dattilo 
issued a decree and penal precept 
stating, “Such admissions on the 
part of  Father Zangari constitute 
full proof  of  his sexual miscon-
duct with minors,” according to 
the report.

Zangari had retired in 1986, and 
his faculties to perform priestly 
ministry were removed in 2002. 

Father John McDevitt
According to the report, McDe-

vitt worked at Bishop McDevitt 
High School in the 1960s before 
transferring out of  the Harrisburg 
diocese in 1982. 

The report states that a man 
from Seven Sorrows of  the Blessed 
Virgin Mary in Middletown had 
approached an individual whose 
name is redacted in the report. 
The man reportedly stated that 
McDevitt kissed him in a confes-
sional at the high school. 

A “sophisticated” coverup 
In the press release, Shapiro 

called the cover up of  the abuse 
“sophisticated” and it protected 
the church above all.

“The main thing was not to help 
children, but to avoid ‘scandal.’ 
That is not our word, but theirs; 
it appears over and over again in 
the documents we recovered,” the 
report read.

They likened it to a playbook 
to conceal the truth or a script — 
use euphemisms like “boundary 
issues” instead of  violent sexual 
acts or “sick leave” instead of  
either permanent or temporary 
priest removal; have investiga-
tions be conducted by untrained 
clergy or teachers and use un-
trained support staff for victims; 
use church-run psychological fa-
cilities that relied on self-reports, 
don’t supply information by the 
victims, and rely on a diagnosis, 

and if  there wasn’t a diagnosis, 
return the priest to ministry; tell 
parishioners that the priests re-
tired or were reassigned; continue 
to support accused priests with 
housing, transportation, benefits 
and stipends; transfer priests in-
stead of removing; and either don’t 
or give delayed or “stripped-down” 
reports to police.

Bishops, the grand jury said, 
went to lengths to keep the reports 
a secret, and the report states that 
abuse complaints were kept in a 
“secret archive” to which only the 
bishop had a key. 

“Priests were raping little boys 
and girls, and the men of  God who 
were responsible for them not only 
did nothing; they hid it all,” the 
report states.

In a press release, Harrisburg 
Bishop Ronald W. Gainer said 
he read the report with sadness, 
adding that they acknowledge the 
“sinfulness” of  the harmers and 
the church leaders who did not 
respond appropriately. 

“I want children, parents, pa-
rishioners, students, staff, clergy 
and the public to know that our 
churches and our schools are safe; 
there is nothing we take more seri-
ously than the protection of  those 

who walk through our doors. We 
send every and all complaints to 
the proper legal authorities. The 
safety and well-being of  our chil-
dren is too important not to take 
immediate and definite action,” 
Gainer said.

Grand jury recommendations 
Two priests have been charged. 

John Thomas Sweeney, who was 
a priest in the Diocese of  Greens-
burg, pleaded guilty to indecent 
assault after he sexually assaulted 
a 10-year-old boy. Father David 
Poulson, of  the Diocese of  Erie, 
was arrested in May and charged 
with indecent assault, endanger-
ing the welfare of  children and 
corruption of  minors after he 
allegedly sexually assaulted boys.

“This isn’t to say that the church 
is cured of  the scourge of  child 
sexual abuse; these active pros-
ecutions show that there are still 
priests abusing children in Penn-
sylvania,” the grand jury said. 
“But with better cooperation, they 
can be stopped sooner.”

The grand jury recommended 
eliminating the statute of  limita-
tion for child sexual abuse, creat-
ing a two-year window to give 
victims the chance to file civil 
cases, clarifying the penalties for 
continuing to fail to report abuse 
cases, and stopping non-disclosure 
agreements from preventing 
victims from going to law enforce-
ment. 

“If  we learn nothing else from 
this and prior investigations, let it 
be this: that sexual abuse, in par-
ticular child sexual abuse, is not 
just a private wrong, to be handled 
‘in house.’ It is a crime against 
society. We’re issuing this report 
to make that clear, and to push 
for action,” the report concluded.

GUIDELINES 
& FEES

CARD OF THANKS, 
IN MEMORIAM AND 

OBITUARIES

Obituaries: 
Notify your funeral director 
that you would like your love 
one’s obituary to appear in 
the Press & Journal.
Fee: 31¢ per word. $5 for 
photo billed through funeral 
home. 

Card of Thanks & 
In Memoriam: 
Contact Press & Journal 
at 717-944-4628 or e-mail 
PamSmith@pressandjournal.
com 
Fee: $10 / 45 words or less, 
paid in advance - Cash, 
Check, Charge

DEADLINE: MONDAY AT NOON

Ex-local priests part of child sex abuse report

PHOTOS BY THE PA INTERNET NEWS SERVICE

Above, Attorney Josh Shapiro announces findings in the grand jury report on 
child sex abuse by Catholic priests in six Pennsylvania dioceses on Aug 14. 
Right, victims and families react to the report’s release.
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EASY TO PLACE YOUR AD: online: pressandjournal.com/classifieds    call: 717-944-4628   visit: 20 S. Union St., Middletown

You go everywhere we go:  
 online and print!

easy to do: online pressandjournal.com | email info@pressandjournal.com | call 717-944-4628 | visit 20 S. Union St.

PRINT&WEB 
$10 (yard sales) 
$15 (non-commercial) 
$25 (commercial)

Legal & Public Notices: 
Call or email for pricing 

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.

COMMUNITY

PRINT&WEB
$10 (yard sales) 
$15 (non-commercial) 
$25 (commercial)

Legal & Public Notices 
call or email for pricing 

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.

PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICES

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

 AUTOMOTIVE

 EMPLOYMENT

 AUCTIONS | PUBLIC SALES

 FOR SALE

 WANTED TO BUY

 REAL ESTATE

 EMPLOYMENT

 MISCELLANEOUS

 MISCELLANEOUS

DON’T NEED IT.
DON’T WANT IT.
OUTGROWN IT.
CAN’T USE IT.

Get rid of the 
clutter with a 
Press & Journal 
print and online
classified ad.

20 S. Union St., Middletown
M-Thurs 9-5; Fri 9-4

OUR BEST-SELLER

WHITE/RED INK: 90¢ ea.

BRIGHT RED 
FLUORESCENT: $1 ea.

WHITE/BLACK INK: 90¢ ea.

&PRESS
 JOURNAL

NO TRESPASS SIGNS

AVAILABLE POSITIONS ARE:
• Pool Service Technicians
• Swimming Pool Installers
• Retail Counter Associates

IF INTERESTED, PLEASE FORWARD 
RÉSUMÉ OR FILL OUT APPLICATION:

Crystal Pools Inc.
4175 Roundtop Rd., Elizabethtown, PA 17022
717-534-1837  |  cpinfo@crystalpoolsinc.com

HELP WANTED
Well established, family owned swimming pool 
company is looking to � ll multiple positions. 

Swimming Pool/Spa experience a plus, but not 
necessary; will train.

★REAL ESTATE★ To Be Offered At Noon
Real Estate consists of a 2,126 sq. ft. Custom 2 Story Home 
with an Oversized Attached 3 Car Garage on a landscaped 
.23Acre Lot. First Floor Contains Living Room, Dining Room, 
Cherry Island Kitchen, Family Room with Gas Fireplace and  
Powder Room. 2nd Floor Contains 4 Bedrooms, Master Bath with 
Whirlpool Tub and a General Bath. Full Basement with Outside 
Entrance, Covered Rear Patio and Front Porch. Former 
Model Home with Upgrades
OPEN FOR INSPECTION: Thurs., 8/23/18 from 4-6 PM and
Sunday 8/26/18 from 2-4 PM
TERMS: 10% Down payment day of auction.  Balance due by 
October 26, 2018 Buyer pays all realty transfer tax. 

FOR: Harry E. Williams, Jr.
(717) 442-9221 & (610) 384-8433

www.barrdavis.com          
Announcements at Auction Take 
Precedence Over Ads AY-002084

 of
VALUABLE DAUPHIN CO. REAL ESTATE

Large Custom 2 Story Home with a 3 Car 
Attached Garage on a .23 Acre Lot

Antiques, Furniture, 2010 Cadillac Deville, 
Oriental Collectables, Glassware, Toys, Tools & 

Household Goods
555 Colony Drive, Middletown, PA 17057

Saturday, September 15, 2018 – 9:00 AM

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured
for Your

Protection 
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating

Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

Considering Cremation?
Save Thousands On Cremation Expenses

728 Main Street • Avoca, PA 18641

Serving all of PA
Tyler J. Currie, Supervisor

Preplan and prepay 
today and receive a

For a limited time, so Act NOW!

$200
DISCOUNT

Simple
Cremation
$1395

or payments as low as 
$16.00 a month

All Inclusive, No Hidden Fees 

88
53

3-
14

09
-4

For a FREE no obligation 
brochure and information, 

please call us toll free at 
844-427-3672 

or visit us on-line at
www.cremationofpa.com

We accept ALL prearrangements made at other cremation providers

0088533-art.indd   1 3/27/18   10:05 AM

www.FettervilleSales.com(800) 275-8245

40x80x12

$30K

Agricultural • Commercial • Residential

PA Lisc. #129608

Serving our 
Customers for 

  35 Years

 
Pole Building specialists

The

All buildings include 
overhang 2 sides, 
2 slider doors & 

1 entry door
Erected on your level lot

60x120x16$60K
50x96x14

$40K

DONATE YOUR CAR – 877-
654-3662 Fast Free Towing – 
24hr Response – Maximum Tax 
Deduction – UNITED BREAST 
CANCER FDN: Providing Breast 
Cancer Information & Support 
Programs 

NOW HIRING! Entry-level 
maintenance, Elizabethtown 
area. MUST have 4w-drive 
truck. Plumbing and elec. exp+ 
but not necessary. $11/hr., incl., 
medical, cell, fuel. Fax resume 
to 717-840-3901 or e-mail: 
kdecker@gspmanagement.
com. (8/29)

EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln 
Heritage Life Insurance Wants 
Insurance Agents ∙ Leads, No 
Cold Calls ∙ Commissions Paid 
Daily ∙ Agency Training ∙ Life 
License Required. Call 1-888-
713-6020

SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00 – MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own bandmill 
– Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship! FREE Info/
DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.
com 800-567-0404 Ext.300N

HOUSE FOR sale by owner: 
Ranch home w/attached 1-car 
garage located at 3114 Turnpike 
Road. Built in 2003, 2-BRs, 2 full 
bathrooms, open floor plan w/a 
gas fireplace in kitchen – small 
deck w/attached gazebo. Also a 
3-bay detached heated garage. 
Asking $229,000. Call 717-361-
8236. (8/22)

NY LAND BARGAINS 15 
Acres Southern Tier Borders 
State: $29,995. 43 Acres 
Adirondacks: $69,996. 6.9 
Acres Cabin, Pond: $69,995. 
Financing. 800-229-7843 
www.landandcamps.com 
CHRISTMAS & ASSOCIATES

Wanted to Buy: FREON R12 
WANTED: CERTIFIED BUYER 
will PAY CA$H for R12 cylinders 
or cases of cans. (312) 291-
9169; www.refrigerantfinders.
com

Wanted to Buy: Volume 
buyer: Buying Civil War relics. 
Muzzle loader and vintage 
rifles/pistols (before 1896) and 
all associated relics. Will Buy 
Estates. Credible references 
provided. Presto434343@
yahoo.com  Call: 678-296-3326

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Highspire Borough Zoning 

Board will hold a public hearing at the 
Highspire Borough Municipal Building 
located at 640 Eshelman Street on 
August 28, 2018 at 6:00 p.m. Review 
of a Zoning Variance Application for 
346 (parcel 30-007-015) & 352 (parcel 
30-007-016) High Street, submitted 
by owner Trent Gravley. The owner 
is proposing a reposition the interior 
boundary line of the two properties. 
Requested relief from Ordinance sec-
tions 703-yard width, yard setback, lot 
coverage and any other needed reliefs. 
Any interested parties are invited to 
attend or to contact the Highspire 
Borough Office at (717) 939-3303, 
for further information. Any Person(s) 
requiring special accommodation(s) 
that wish to attend or participate in the 
hearing should call the Borough Office, 
not less than (3) business days prior to 
the meeting. The Borough will make 
every effort to provide reasonable 
accommodations.  

#230 0815-2T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
  

     NOTICE OF ZONING HEARING 
– DOCKET 2018-07

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the Lower Swatara Township Zoning 
Hearing Board will hold a Public Hear-
ing at the request of the applicant, 
Shaner Airport Hotel, LP, c/o Bill Hoy, 
for a variance from the provisions of 
the Lower Swatara Township Code of 
Ordinances §27-2304.G.1 to allow a 
second wall sign at the Fairfield Inn 
and Suites Hotel, Four Terminal Drive, 
Middletown, PA 17057, located in the 
Airport Industrial (A-I) Zone.  

A Hearing will be held Wednesday, 
August 29 at 7:00 PM at the Lower 
Swatara Township Municipal Building, 
1499 Spring Garden Drive, Middle-
town, Pennsylvania.

All interested parties are invited 
to attend.

Randall Breon
Chairman

#231 0815-2T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE 

Letters Testamentary on the Estate of 
Jeanne L. Albright, date of death June 
7, 2018, late of Middletown Borough, 
Dauphin County, Pennsylvania having 
been granted to the undersigned, all 
persons indebted to said Estate are 
requested to make immediate payment 
and those having claims will present 
them for settlement to:

Diane B. Tillotson, Executor
c/o Pannebaker & Mohr, P.C.

4000 Vine St, Suite 101
Middletown, PA 17057

or to:
Kendra A. Mohr, Esq.

Pannebaker & Mohr, P.C.
4000 Vine St, Suite 101
Middletown, PA 17057

#232 0822-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN RE:                        IN THE COURT OF COMMON PLEAS 
DAUPHIN COUNTY TAX SALE    DAUPHIN COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA                 
OF 2018                                               NO. 2018-CV-56304-MD
                                                       ORDER
AND NOW, this 13th day of August, 2018, upon consideration of the Tax Claim 
Bureau of Dauphin County’s Petition to Waive Posting of Island Properties and 
Island Return and Claim Properties, it is hereby ORDERED AND DECREED that:
(1) Upset Tax Sale posting of the Island Properties is waived; and
(2) Return and Claim posting of the Island Return and Claim Properties is 
waived; and
(3) A copy of this Order shall be published in the Dauphin County Reporter, 
the Central Penn Business Journal and the Middletown Press & Journal on or 
before September 15, 2018.
                                                                 BY THE COURT:
                                                                 Andrew Dowling
Distribution: F.R. Martsolf, Esquire, Solicitor to Dauphin County Tax Claim Bureau
  Schiffman, Sheridan & Brown P.C.
  2080 Linglestown Road, Suite 201
  Harrisburg, PA  17110

  Holly C. Martz, Deputy Director
  Dauphin County Tax Claim Bureau
  P.O. Box 1295
  Harrisburg, PA  17108-1295

#234DC 0822-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

Hiring 
part-time 
delivery 
drivers.
•  no special license 

required
•  comfortable, clean 

company vehicles
•  mostly 4-6 hr. monthly/

weekly evening runs
•  company pallet jack 

provided for loading & 
unloading of skids

•  great for anyone looking 
for extra income

Apply in-person at:
Press & Journal 

20 South Union Street 
Middletown

Mon - Fri 8 am - 4 pm

 EMPLOYMENT

 YARD/GARAGE SALES

ONLY $10 FOR BOTH PRINT & DIGITAL 
HERE’S WHAT YOU GET FREE:

• FREE map of your yard sale location on our website.
• Post photos of your items on our website for FREE.
•  If your yard sale is rained out, your ad runs again the 

following week for FREE - call 717-944-4628.

To place, go to: pressandjournal.com/classified
Deadline: Monday 1 pm

HIGHSPIRE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BENEFIT “FLEA MARKET”

Sat., Aug. 25  •  8 a.m. - Noon
273 2nd St. @ rear (Lusk Ave.), Highspire

behind the Wilson House.
Housewares, jewelry (new donations), linens, books, toys, Noritake 
Ivory China (8 piece) “Nightsong”, other mixed sets of china, Fall & 

Christmas items, Schmidt’s sausage and  bagged scramble mix. 
Rain date: Sept. 1

Stands $5. Bring table/blanket.
Questions: 717-566-6828 or 717-939-0385. 

EVERYTHING MUST GO
YARD SALE

Sat., Aug. 25 •  7 a.m.-?
4005 River Rd., Middletown

Something for everyone!

BE A GOOD NEIGHBOR. 
Support your local businesses.

Area man charged 
with DUI nearly 
hit police officer

Job
Fair

NOW 
HIRING:
TEAM MEMBERS

SHIFT MANAGERS
SALARY MANAGERS

Tuesday, September 4th
3 pm to 6 pm

825 SOUTH EISENHOWER  
BLVD., MIDDLETOWN

Can’t make it? Apply at:
www.TACOBELLACAREER.com

A Middletown man was charged with DUI 
after he nearly collided with a vehicle driven 
by a borough police officer near Union and Ann 
streets at about 1:16 a.m. July 14.

Clarence Robert Walters, 49, of  the first block 
of  State Street, was seen by police traveling 
south in the northbound lane of  Union Street 
at a high rate of  speed in a red Toyota Tacoma 
pickup truck, police said in arrest papers filed 
with District Judge David Judy.

The police officer driving his cruiser had to 
swerve to the right to avoid a head-on collision 
with Walters, according to police.

Police detected a strong odor of  alcohol from 
inside of  Walter’s vehicle. An analysis of  blood 
drawn at the Dauphin County Booking Center 
showed he had a blood-alcohol percentage of  
0.236 at the time of  the incident, according to 
arrest papers.

Walters was also charged with careless driv-
ing. His preliminary hearing is set for Sept. 17.

Man charged for allegedly violating PFA
A Harrisburg man was charged by State 

Police after he allegedly violated a protection 
from abuse order.

At about 10:10 p.m. Aug. 15 in the first block 
of  Crestview Village in Londonderry Township, 
Antony Michael Thomas, 34, of  the 500 block 
of  Mall Road, allegedly forced his way through 
a locked front door into the residence of  the 
victim before he quickly left and fled in a red 
Volkswagen Jetta sedan, according to arrest pa-
pers police filed with District Judge David Judy.

The victim also told police that Thomas had 
been sleeping on her porch the last few nights 
prior to the incident. 

Police verified that a valid protection from 
abuse order had been filed against Thomas on 
Aug. 5, ordering he be evicted from the prem-
ises in the first block of  Crestview Village and 
have no contact with the victim.

Charges of  burglary and defiant trespass 
were filed against Thomas on Aug. 16. He is 
awaiting a preliminary hearing.

Police charge man following disturbance
A Steelton man was charged following an in-

cident at about 10:07 p.m. in the area of  Brown 
and Poplar streets in Middletown on July 14.

Police in arrest papers filed with District 
Judge David Judy allege that Robert Francis 
Furjanic, 57, was found lying on the sidewalk in 
the area. 

According to police, Furjanic became irate 
when confronted by police and repeatedly 
yelled obscenities within earshot of  residents. 

Furjanic was charged with providing false 
identification to police, and disorderly conduct. 
His preliminary hearing is scheduled for Oct. 1.

POLICE, COURTS ROUNDUP
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TO PLACE YOUR BUSINESS 
IN THIS DIRECTORY:

contact the Press And Journal at: 20 S.Union Street, Middletown
E-mail: info@pressandjournal.com       Phone: 717-944-4628

AUTO DEALER
Hondru Auto
2005 South Market Street, 
Elizabethtown
717-367-6644

Sutliff Chevrolet, Don Stago
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg
717-234-4444 or 717-940-4963

AUTO SERVICE
Dailey’s Service Station
200 East Main Street, Middletown
717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station
138 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service
231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown
717-944-7154

FLOWERS
Michele Hughes Lutz
Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton 
717-944-5425

HALLMARK CARDS  
& GIFTS
Middletown Pharmacy 
& Gift Shop
436 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1640

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Dale Sinniger & Son Electric
717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring
5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg
717-545-6103

HW Wilson Roofing
2161 North Union Street, Middletown 
717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service
3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown
717-367-3724

INSURANCE
State Farm Insurance
Steve Lane
735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

PRINTING
Press And Journal Publications
Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery
For More Information 
717-944-4628

RESIDENTIAL 
COMMUNITY
Woodland Hills
103 Sage Boulevard, Middletown
717-629-6177

SALON
Sharp Cuts
124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000

Support Your 
Local Businesses

944-1000
• • • HOURS • • •

Monday 1-8; Tuesday 12-8 
Wednesday Closed ; Thursday 10-8 

Friday 9-8; Saturday 8-12

124 W. Main Street, Middletown

Sharp Cuts

10% Senior 
Citizen 

Discount 
Everyday!

3444 Round Top Rd., Elizabethtown

MUSSER’S TREE SERVICE 
FREE ESTIMATES

•Tree & Shrubbery Pruning•Tree & Stump Removal
•Fertilization •Cabling

TREE PRESERVATION SPECIALISTS
Residential • Commercial
State Licensed Applicator

 FULLY INSURED
YEAR ’ROUND

24 Hr. Storm Damage Response

533-4458 • 367-3724 

Daniel L. Musser, 
Certifi ed Arborist

Hershey

MEMBER

NATIONAL ARBORIST 
ASSOCIATION

we thought we’d be able to grow 
for the rest of  my life for sure and 
hopefully for my son’s life too,” 
Sourbeer said. 

Wilsbach, Dzuranin said, sup-
plies beer to bars, grocery stores 
and restaurants. Sourbeer said 
that in 1972, they had about five 
brands of  beer, and now they have 
more than 600. 

Wilsbach’s plans
Dzuranin said the land is under 

a conditional agreement of  sale. 
He noted that the land is zoned 
industrial park, which he said 
allows for warehouses. 

Sourbeer’s son, Frank Sour-
beer Jr., is the general manager. 
Sourbeer Jr. noted that the sketch 
is preliminary, and it allows 
Wilsbach to grow from its cur-
rent building of  approximately 
107,000-square feet to around 
300,000-square feet. 

They would not need the full 
300,000-square feet at first, Sour-
beer Jr. said. He added that it 
would allow them space to grow for 
the next 10 to 20 years. Dzuranin 
noted that the distribution center 
would house 80 to 100 employees. 

He said utility lines running 
through the property would have 

to be moved.
Most of  the 

truck traffic 
would be hap-
pening between 
the building 
and Oberlin 
Ro a d / Ro u t e 
441, he said.

“I don’t an-
ticipate much interference in 
terms of  noise pollution with the 
property behind us either,” Sour-
beer Jr. said. 

Vice President Todd Truntz 
noted that the plans indicated 
that the entrance would be onto 
Oberlin Road.

“In my mind that’s one of  the 
most dangerous intersections or 
areas in the township,” Truntz 
said. 

He explained that the speed 
limit increases from 35 mph to 50 
mph when heading into Swatara 
Township. 

Truntz asked the Sourbeers 
about their truck traffic. 

Sourbeer Jr. said they had 
around 30 routes per day and tried 
to dispatch trucks before 7 a.m., 
adding that trucks would return 
to the facility throughout the 
day. Sourbeer said the incoming 
truck traffic would come in from 
Route 283.

Commissioner Chris DeHart 
remembered when another com-
pany tried to move into the loca-
tion while he was on the township 
planning commission in 2008. One 
of  the concerns, he said, was the 
Longview Drive and Oberlin Road 
intersection which he said had 
poor sight distance. 

DeHart suggested having a 
second entrance for employees on 
Longview Drive. He asked whether 
they planned to plant trees or 
install a fence between their prop-
erty and the park behind it. 

“You don’t want children to be 
able to walk on that side,” he said.

Four neighbors spoke during 
the hearing. 

“On paper, I have no issues with 
the liquor license being trans-
ferred from Susquehanna Town-
ship to Lower Swatara Township. 
However, I do have concerns as to 
where this facility may be located,” 
resident Mary Golab, who lives on 

Nissley Drive said. 
Golab said she has lived in the 

township for around 12 years. She 
said there are very few times that 
she has tried to cross Route 441 
while driving on Longview. 

“I think the more we bring in to 
that area, the more traffic we have, 
the more problems we’ll have,” 
said Clarence Leonard, who lives 
on Oberlin Road. 

However, one resident, Jim 
Rodgers, who lives on Highland 
Street, said he supported the 
transfer. Rodgers said he met 
with Wilsbach officials to discuss 
the project, adding that he was 
“cautiously optimistic” that the 
concerns would be addressed. 

“Officially, I would like to say 
that we, one of  the neighbors, are 
in favor of  the passage of  the reso-
lution tonight to move the liquor 
license,” Rodgers said.

Dzuranin said the land develop-
ment plan would address a lot of  
the issues. 

What happens next
Dzuranin said next they will 

have to apply to the Pennsylvania 
Liquor Control Board to transfer 
the license from Susquehanna 
Township, and after they will 
have to undergo land development 
approval. 

and its residents nothing but good 
fortune.”

Courogen was hired by the bor-
ough in 2012 under then-Council 
President Chris McNamara. 

Courogen served as acting bor-
ough manager for a few months 
in 2012, and was then tapped as 
acting borough manager in late 
December 2015, when the bor-
ough manager and several other 
members of key management staff 
had quit after McNamara was 
defeated in his bid for re-election 
in November 2015.

Shortly after coming into office 
in January 2016, the new council 
under new leadership eliminated 
the communications director 
position, leading to Courogen’s 
resignation effective Feb. 19, 2016, 
and the signing of  the separation 
agreement by Courogen and the 
borough in March 2016.

The legislation introduced by 
Rep. Aaron Bernstine, R-Ellwood 
City, among other things, would 
prevent Middletown and the other 
boroughs from transferring elec-
tric fund revenue to the general 
fund to help balance the budget.

Middletown borough officials 
have said this could lead to a 
borough property tax increase of  
more than 100 percent, to make up 
for the $1.6 million that borough 

council transferred from the elec-
tric fund to balance the 2018 gen-
eral fund budget. Middletown has 
also in previous years consistently 
transferred similar amounts from 
the electric fund to help balance 
the general fund.

A hearing for Bernstine’s bill, 
House Bill 1405, was held by the 
House Local Government Com-
mittee in February 2018. However, 
the committee never took a vote 
on the bill and the bill never made 
it to the House floor during the 
2017-18 session.

The email sent by Courogen, 
a copy of  which is attached to 
the complaint, violates “certain 
promises” that Courogen made 

in accepting the 2016 separation 
agreement with the borough, 
including “Courogen’s promise 
to refrain from making any state-
ments that were critical or other-
wise detrimental to the borough in 
any way,” the lawsuit says.

The email from Courogen, 
which is undated, reads as follows:

“I am the Borough Manager of  
Duncannon (Perry County), one of  
the Borough’s in the state with the 
sort of  municipal electric system 
the Representative’s bill targets.

As you probably know, the 
Pennsylvania Municipal Electric 
Association is working hard to rally 
opposition to the bill. I want you to 
know that not only do I support the 
bill, but I would also be happy to 
meet with the Representative and/
or his staff to discuss why, as the 
manager of  a municipality that has 
electric, I would support it.

If  anybody found my insights 
worthwhile, I’d also be happy to 
testify at any hearings the Repre-
sentative holds on this bill.

In a nutshell, small boroughs 
providing electricity is nothing 
more than a hidden tax in most 
municipalities. To me, the only 
way to justify municipal electric is 
if  you can sell it for cheaper than 
other utilities to gain an economic 
development edge. If  you are sell-
ing it at a ‘profit,’ you are taxing 
your citizens on their purchase of  

electric.
Prior to taking this position last 

February (’16), I spent four years 
working for the Borough of  Middle-
town (Dauphin County), another 
place with municipal electric. I’d 
suggest that is a perfect example 
of  why the PMEA argument about 
elected officials setting the rates is 
bogus. When the council I worked 
for was swept out in the elections, 
the first thing the new council folks 
did was raise electric rates, despite 
getting a new wholesale contract 
that reduced what they are charged.

Please let me know if  I can be 
of  assistance. This is my personal 
e-mail. I can also be reached on my 
personal cell phone.”

As Courogen notes in the email, 
the new Middletown council on 
March 1, 2016, approved a 1-cent 
per kilowatt-hour increase in the 
electric rate. The rate has not been 
increased since.

Courogen on Feb. 16, 2016 was 
hired as the Duncannon borough 
manager at an annual salary of  
$50,000. He was fired from his job 
on April 17, 2018, by Duncannon 
Borough Council, according to 
published reports.

The borough’s separation agree-
ment with Courogen, also attached 
to the complaint, has no expiration 
date — indicating that the borough 
and Courogen are bound by terms 
of  the agreement in perpetuity.

should not “give orders” to subor-
dinates of  the manager “except in 
an emergency situation.”

Since 2011, the township has 
had seven managers, including 
both interim and permanent. In 
previous interviews, Wilt said 
past managers have left for differ-
ent reasons. The study said that 
frequent turnover in this position 
isn’t typical or recommended. 

“It often leads to inconsistent 
management policy which in turn 
affects the morale of  Township 
employees,” the report read. 

The issue may be “the result of  
prior Board members who have at-
tempted to assume responsibilities 
that are legislatively delegated to 
the Township Manager.”

It said the board’s role is to 
set policy and provide general 
direction, and the manager and 
other staff implement the policies. 
The report said board members 
should, if  they feel there are issues, 
address them with the manager. 

The report said if  the board tries 
to direct the manager and other 
township leaders on day-to-day 
operations, they are violating a 
township ordinance that creates 
the manager position and “treat-
ing the Township’s management 
team as mere front line super-
visors instead of  professional 
managers.”

“At the very least, a solution to 
this issue should be a priority for 
the Township because a dysfunc-

tional employment relationship 
inhibits labor productivity,” the 
report said.

More suggestions
According to the report, when 

PEL met with Lower Swatara 
leaders, there was no updated per-
sonnel manual in place. A manual 
was adopted by the board in 2016, 
but it noted that there were sug-
gested revisions that haven’t been 
formalized. 

It also suggested that job de-
scriptions for every position in the 
township should be created and 
updated at least every two years. 
PEL noted that the first four or 
five functions in a job description 
should reflect around 80 percent 
of  the duties. 

“The majority of  the current job 
descriptions do not reflect the core 
duties of  each position in the order 
typically seen,” the study read. 

The report said the township 
had a time period to resolve an 

employee grievance — not for the 
grievance to be filed or appealed. 
It added that there should be lan-
guage that if  Lower Swatara does 
not reply in a timely manner, the 
grievance would be deemed denied 
and could be appealed. 

According to the report, the 
township has two employee 
bargaining units. Some public 
works and administrative em-
ployees voted in December to be 
represented by Teamsters Local 
776, and while township police 
officers are currently part of  the 
Lower Swatara Township Police 
Civic Association, the report said 
the police are also interested in 
Teamsters representation. 

“Regardless of  the employee 
group in question, the Township 
will need to intensify its efforts 
to control its labor costs,” the 
report said.

The report continued that 
although Lower Swatara is not 
financially distressed, it empha-
sized that the township should 
create a long-term plan to manage 
its labor. 

“Financially distressed munici-
palities were also once in a favor-
able fiscal position but failed to 
properly manage structural cost 
increases that contributed to their 
fiscal distress,” the report said. 

It encouraged the township to 
review the employee’s direct com-
pensation and other compensation 
such as health care, retirement 
and paid time off. Specifically, it 
suggested examining its benefits 

package and how it compares to 
other municipalities, noting that 
while it did not want to overburden 
its finances, it did want to have 
an attractive benefit program to 
attract future employees.

Health care
The report noted that the town-

ship has controlled its health care 
costs, though it encouraged it to 
periodically “shop” its health care 
business.

Although PEL said the town-
ship’s post-retirement benefits 
aren’t as “crippling” as those in 
other townships, the study said 
that Lower Swatara’s health 
care costs are compounded by 
previous agreements to provide 
post-retirement benefits for police 
personnel. It noted that the benefit 
was stopped for officers hired after 
March 2015. PEL suggested adding 
language to specify what benefits 
the retirees will receive. 

In regards to the township’s 
pension plan, PEL noted that it 
did not appear that Lower Swatara 
had any compliance issues with 
both its police pension plan or its 
non-uniform pension plan. PEL 
suggested reviewing the plans 
to see if  any of  the benefits can 
be modified to control pension 
expenses. It also recommended 
adding language that excludes 
lump sum or overtime pay into 
the pension calculation.

The report said the township 
should develop “eligibility coordi-
nation rules” for employees who 

have access to healthcare else-
where, noting that the township 
should not be obligated to provide 
coverage if  the employee and their 
dependents can get comparable 
coverage in other ways. 

Wage discrepancy
With regards to public works 

wages, the report indicated that 
some of  the public works laborers 
are being paid close to the public 
works superintendent’s salary. It 
also noted that at the time of  the 
report, the township manager — 
who at the time was former interim 
manager Frank Lynch who was 
being paid month to month — was 
making less money than several 
police staff members. 

PEL noted that there were va-
cancies in several departments, 
including administration, public 
works and the police department. 

“Overtime costs may rise or 
even exceed the amount budgeted 
as a result of  a vacant position, but 
the Township still is most likely 
saving money on the vacant posi-
tion,” the report said. 

The report had several sugges-
tions when it came to police sick 
leave, personal days and holidays. 
It said police officers are paid for 
a holiday regardless if  they are 
scheduled to work. PEL said that 

the township should make sure 
that the collective bargaining 
agreement should give officers a 
list of  holidays during which they 
would be paid a certain amount 
when scheduled to work or can 
take it off with leave pay, and if  
they are scheduled off, officers 
haven’t lost any time off. 

“Such provision would not de-
prive such police officers of  any 
holidays, time off or pay,” the 
report said. 

PEL suggested bargaining 
for a sick and personal leave 
formula where days are earned 
every month, changing the agree-
ment to allow more flexibility to 
use part-time officers (currently, 
part-time officers use is restricted, 
according to the report, and called 
in for work or overtime after all 
full-time officers).

The report said the collective 
bargaining agreement with the 
police “restricts” the manage-
rial right to regionalize the police 
force. 

It suggests that the parties would 
meet if  a decision to regionalize is 
made, and see if  the police union 
can offer an alternative. 

“Although often politically and 
culturally unrealistic, regionaliza-
tion and shared services should be 
considered,” the report said.

TOWNSHIP: Report says Lower Swatara board should not ‘give orders’ to subordinates of manager
From page A1 “At the very least, a 

solution to this issue 
should be a priority for 
the Township because a 
dysfunctional employment 
relationship inhibits labor 
productivity.”

Pennsylvania Economy League 
report on Lower Swatara

LAWSUIT: Courogen has no comment on lawsuit filed against him
From page A1

LOCALE: Residents near potential site of business question traffic
From page A1

Truntz

“When the council I 
worked for was swept out 
in the elections, the first 
thing the new council 
folks did was raise electric 
rates, despite getting a 
new wholesale contract 
that reduced what they are 
charged.”

email written by former borough 
communications director Chris 
Courogen

“I think the more we bring 
in to that area, the more 
traffic we have, the more 
problems we’ll have.”

Oberlin Road resident Clarence 
Leonard 

We’ve been in Middletown for generations - just like you.
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Care PackagePress & Journal's  
digital edition 
follows your college 
students wherever 
they may be.

STUDENT
SUBSCRIPTION 
SPECIAL

only $25 
Subscribe online at: www.pressandjournal.com or call 717-944-4628

Home is never very far away.
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UNLIMITED ACCESS 
TO PRESS & JOURNAL 
WEBSITE AND  
DIGITAL EDITION 
FOR 35 WEEKS

Come enjoy an afternoon of fellowship & food. 
Menu will include freshly sliced peaches, 
ice cream, sandwiches, baked goods 
& more available for purchase.

For more information, please call the church @ (717) 939-0766

Ebenezer UM Church And Childcare’s

890 Ebenezer Rd., Middletown
Saturday, August 25th • 12 - 4 pm

Peach Festival 
Fundraiser

cars and fire trucks. A bigger 
location such as the high school, 
Young said, would allow them to 
spread things out. 

In 2016, National Night Out 
grew to nearly 5,000 attendees. 

The aim of  National Night Out 
is to try to strengthen relation-
ships between the community 
and law enforcement and emer-
gency responders. During the re-
cent event, police officers handed 
out junior detective stickers to 
kids and children identification 
kits to their parents and guard-
ians. Detectives were on hand to 
show kids how to finger print. 

“The township police depart-
ment would like to team up with 
the borough police department 
for National Night Out 2019,” 
Young said. 

This year was the first time 
that Lower Swatara teamed up 
with Middletown for the event. 
Young said it was a valuable 
experience to see how the event 
was run. 

Young noted that while some of  
the National Night Out commit-
tee members were in favor of  the 
shift, the decision was ultimately 
up to the borough. 

This is not the first time that 

changing the location of  Na-
tional Night Out has come up. 
During a Middletown Borough 
Council meeting last December, 
Vice President Dawn Knull told 
the council that the township was 
interested in moving the event to 
the high school.

She said they felt the high 
school was more accessible to 
both Middletown and Lower 
Swatara residents. 

“This takes the burden off of  a 
lot of  Middletown people and also 
takes the financial burden off of  
Middletown,” she said.

At the time, borough councilor 
Ian Reddinger objected to the 
move, saying that people who 
came to the event from outside 
Middletown spent money at 
borough businesses.

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Politicians and business lead-
ers toured the new Vintage Vault 
Gallery on Monday to learn more 
about plans to renovate the build-
ing.

The building at 17 S. Union St. 
is owned by the Interfaith Hous-
ing Board, which used to run a 
thrift shop in the store front until 
October. Vintage Vault Gallery – 
which sells antiques, furniture 
and artwork – officially opened last 
Wednesday, according to owner 
Dave Morrison. 

Interfaith Housing Board Presi-
dent Ellen Willenbecher said the 
antique store's lease only lasts a 
year. After the lease is up, Wil-
lenbecher said they hope to start 
renovations and hope it would be 
completed by the end of  2019.

“During the period of  construc-
tion, we would re-engage [real 
estate agent] Tim Clouser from 
RE/MAX to identify interested 
businesses,” Willenbecher said.

In an interview, Morrison said 
the business has been going good 
so far. Monday through Friday 
and on Sunday, Vintage Vault is 
open at 11 a.m., and on Saturday, 
the store is open at 9 a.m. 

Morrison said he planned to 
renew the lease after one year. 

The tour included state Rep. 
Tom Mehaffie, Executive Direc-
tor of  Dauphin County Commu-
nity and Economic Development 
George Connor, students who have 
volunteered with Interfaith, and 
representatives from Middletown 
and Royalton, Middletown Area 
School District and Middletown 
Business Association. 

In April, Willenbecher ap-
proached the Middletown Bor-
ough Council, asking them to 
consider co-sponsoring a grant 
with the Dauphin County gaming 
advisory board. Borough council 
later voted to co-apply for a grant 
with Middletown Fire Depart-
ment which would allow the fire 

department to buy a new pumper 
truck. The gaming grant later was 
co-sponsored by Royalton.

MASD Superintendent Lori 
Suski on behalf  of  the school 
district, the business association 
and Mehaffie also wrote letters in 
support of  a $65,000 gaming grant. 

Proceeds from the building lease 
go towards Interfaith's mission 
to support community children. 
Mehaffie said he decided to write 
a letter in support of  Interfaith 
because the organization’s pro-
grams — such as Communities 
That Care — support children. 

He added that having quality 
businesses attracts other busi-
nesses to downtown. 

Willenbecher said at first, they 
didn't imagine that the building 
renovation project would be com-

pleted in phases, and in a previ-
ous presentation to Middletown 
council, she said they needed to 
complete exterior renovations, fix 
leaks in the roof  and upgrade the 
sprinkler system.

Recently workers have been 
working on the facade of  the build-
ing including removing the paint, 
repairing the brick and mortar, 
waterproofing it and taking down 
the Booser Building sign. 

"The sooner we can get the whole 
project completed, the sooner 
we can attract new businesses 
downtown and into this space," 
Willenbecher said.

During the tour, Willenbecher 
gave the group information about 
their project, and Mehaffie and 
Connor gave advice and feedback, 
specifically what to say during the 

gaming grant interview and other 
funding opportunities such as a 
Community Development Block 
Grant. After the tour, Willen-
becher said they would seriously 
consider applying for the grant. 

They also questioned whether 
the second floor — which is being 
used as an apartment — should be 
turned into office space. Willen-
becher told Mehaffie and Conner 
that she wasn’t against it, but noted 
that they didn't have an elevator 
to the second floor. 

What happens next? Willen-
becher said they planned on 
completing the facade project, 
finishing applying for the gaming 
grant and looking into other grant 
opportunities. Next spring, she 
said they hope to start a capital 
campaign to raise money.

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES

George Connor, executive director of Dauphin County Community and Economic Development, listens to Interfaith 
Housing Board President Ellen Willenbecher share the organization's plans for the former thrift shop on South Union 
Street during a tour Monday.

Leaders tour new antique store,  
offer tips on how to get grants

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES

Lower Swatara Police Department Officer in Charge Scott Young talks 
with Ralph Barker at National Night Out on Aug. 7. 

NNO: Move possible next year
From page A1 “The township police 

department would 
like to team up with 
the borough police 
department for National 
Night Out 2019,”

Lower Swatara Police 
Department Officer in Charge 
Scott Young

Before a barricaded man in May 
surrendered to police without 
incident, police used Dauphin 
County’s drone to verify he had 
thrown at least one pistol in his 
yard along with ammunition.

Later that month, when a 3-year-
old girl was swept away after her 
father’s boat overturned after 
coming too close to Harrisburg’s 
Dock Street Dam, the drone took 
to the skies to help search the 
Susquehanna River.

And in July, after a motorcyclist 
fleeing police collided with a car 
at a Harrisburg intersection, the 
drone again took to the skies and, 
using a thermal imaging camera, 
helped officers investigate the 
accident and pinpoint debris, ac-
cording to county officials.

“Many times, police are in 
situations where having an aerial 
view gives them critical tactical 
information that you just can’t 
get on the ground,’’ said Dauphin 
County Board of  Commissioners 
Chairman Jeff Haste. “Our drone 
can be on the scene quickly and 
provide valuable assistance.’’

Use of  the drone is coordinated 
through the Dauphin County 
Criminal Investigation Division 
and purchased through a $16,000 
grant from the Pennsylvania 
Commission on Crime and Delin-
quency and a $5,000 grant from the 

National Rifle Association. The 
funds covered the approximately 
$15,000 cost of  the six-propeller 
DJI Matrice 600 Pro drone, addi-
tional GPS and cameras (including 
thermal imaging) and Federal 
Aviation Administration-required 
pilot training.

Flying the drone is Don Trovy, 
a county probation officer and a 
remote-plane hobbyist who has 
flown various radio-controlled 
craft for 20 years. Additional pilots 
are being trained, and the county is 
in the process of  getting a second, 
smaller drone that can be used for 
training as well as responding to 
incidents.

“Drones can be used to help as-

sess storm damage, locate missing 
hikers, as well as the kind of  law 
enforcement support our drone 
has already provided,’’ said Com-
missioner Mike Pries, who over-
sees the county’s Public Safety 
Department.

To date, the drone has assisted 
law enforcement with 13 investi-
gations.

Dauphin County follows FAA 
commercial regulations for com-
mercial drone use, which include 
notifying airports close to the 
flight area, only flying it in line-of-
sight and notifying the FAA before 
every mission, using the drone’s 
registration number.

Operators also log at least four 

hours of  training every 60 days 
to maintain their FAA license, do 
a safety check of  every area in 
which they fly, ensure the drone’s 
software is updated and check with 
SkyVector.com to make sure there 
are no flight restrictions in their 
area of  operation.

Safe drone flying tips
While federal regulations for 

non-commercial, civilian opera-
tors are not as stringent, Federal 
Aviation Administration regula-
tions under the Special Rule for 
Model Aircraft require the fol-
lowing:

• Fly for hobby or recreation 
only.

• Register your model aircraft.
• Fly within visual line-of-sight.
• Follow community-based 

safety guidelines and fly within 
the programming of  a nationwide 
community-based organization.

• Fly a drone under 55 pounds 
unless certified by a community-
based organization.

• Never fly near other aircraft.
• Notify the airport and air traffic 

control tower prior to flying within 
5 miles of  an airport.

• Never fly near emergency 
response efforts.

For more information, go to 
www.faa.gov/uas/getting_start-
ed/model_aircraft.

County shows off new law enforcement drone

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

This drone picture was taken during a Dauphin County Crisis Response 
Team incident with a barricaded suspect in Lower Paxton Township. With the 
drone, police could see the suspect had tossed a gun and ammunition.

Located in Chambers Hill area off  Rt. 322
Mon.-Fri. 8 AM-7 PM; Sat. 8 AM-5 PM; Sun. 11 AM-4 PM

StritesOrchard.com(717) 564-3130

Peachespick-your-own

wednesdays, saturdays & sundays

IN-SEASON: Freestone Peaches, Nectarines, Melons, 
Plums, Sweet Corn, Cucumbers, Zucchini & MORE!

PLUS Cookies, Breads, Fresh Baked Fruit Pies & More From Our Bakery
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No Card 
Needed 
To Save!

Lowest 
Prices 

on Swiss 
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Milk
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KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE 8/21/18 – 8/27/18

BONELESS SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREASTS
MUST BUY 5+ LBS

STOCK UPSTOCK UPSTOCK UP
& Save!

199
lb.

FRESH EXTRA LEAN
CHOPPED STEAK
MUST BUY 10+ LBS

299
lb.

21/25CT WILD CAUGHT
EZ PEEL JUMBO
PINK SHRIMP
SOLD IN 2 LB BAGS 699

lb.

649
lb.

USDA WHOLE
CHOICE BONELESS
NEW YORK STRIPS
12 LB AVG · CUT FREE

BABY BACK
PORK RIBS
SOLD FROZEN 299

lb.

199
lb.

FRESH CENTER CUT
PORK LOIN CHOPS
& RIB CHOPS

9.25-11.25 OZ
XXL BAG DORITOS

BUY 1 GET 1

FREE
2 @ $4.29

5/$11

GALA & GOLDEN SUPREME
APPLES

FREESTONE
YELLOW PEACHES

99¢
lb.

LOCAL PRODUCE FROM
ADAMS COUNTY!

16.9 OZ/6 PK
& 7.5 OZ/6 PK

PEPSI
MUST BUY 5

99¢
lb.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Concussion. 
The word conjures up images of  

head-to-head collisions between 
football players, most likely in the 
NFL because that gets the most 
attention.

But you are at just as much risk 
of  getting a concussion in other 
sports.

Football isn’t even the highest 
risk when it comes to athletes 
getting a concussion.

If  you are a women’s ice hockey 
player, you are three times more 
likely to have a concussion than if  
you play football, Dr. Jayson Loef-
fert, a specialist in family medicine 
and primary care sports medicine 
with Penn State Hershey Medical 
Group, told a group of  parents in 
the auditorium of  Middletown 
Area Senior High school on 
Wednesday, Aug. 15.

“Everybody thinks football is the 

issue. Football 
gets the most 
talk, but foot-
ball actually 
isn’t the highest 
risk in terms 
of  sports,” said 
Loeffert, who is 
team physician 
for the Blue 
Raiders. He also treats athletes 
at Penn State Harrisburg and the 
Harrisburg Senators.

“Just because your son or 
daughter does not play football 
doesn’t necessarily mean they are 
immune from getting a concus-
sion,” he added. “It can happen 
in any sport.”

District Athletic Director Cliff 
Smith arranged for Loeffert to 
give the talk, to educate parents 
on a topic that Smith noted is 
“constantly changing.”

That’s true, judging from what 
Loeffert had to say during his 
25-minute long presentation be-

fore the group of  about 20 people, 
including several district staff  
members.

One point Loeffert sought to 
drive home to the parents  was 
the need for a student athlete to 
come to a team doctor or coach 
as soon as possible, if  he or she 
is experiencing symptoms from a 
concussion.

Athletes are often reluctant to 
say they are experiencing symp-
toms because they don’t want to be 
out of  the game. But this can lead 
to athletes being on the sidelines 
longer, and putting themselves at 
greater risk.

“When athletes are unwilling 
to come to me, it makes my job 
very difficult and it makes their 
rehab and their recovery difficult 
a lot of  times, too,” Loeffert said. 
“What I like to promote is open-
ness. We know that athletes who 
are treated quickly and treated in 
the right away, which is generally 
just rest and a progressive return 

to activities, get better far faster 
than the athletes that keep play-
ing, get more hits, and can have 
progression of  their symptoms. 
… Usually the athletes I take care 
of  who have a long-term duration 
of  symptoms didn’t come forward 
right away with their diagnosis 
and their symptoms.”

Categorizing
Loeffert grouped symptoms into 

four categories: physical, mental, 
emotional and sleep.

Physical symptoms include 
dizziness, trouble with light and 
sounds, and headaches.

Mental symptoms include trou-
ble with memory, trouble staying 
focused or trouble paying atten-
tion in class — are they falling 
behind in their homework?

Emotional symptoms include 
anxiety, depression and anger 
— sadness, irritability or feeling 

Loeffert

Please see CONCUSSION, page B2

Football isn’t highest-risk sport for athletes 
and concussions, doctor for Blue Raiders says

Blue Raiders take 
to field vs. Hershey 
in scrimmage
By Larry Etter
Press & Journal Staff

In the lone tune-up prior to 
the kickoff of  the 2018 scholastic 
football season, Middletown’s 
scrimmage at Hershey on Satur-
day showed more positives than 
negatives for the Blue Raiders. 

Head coach Brett Myers ap-
peared to 
be OK with 
the  way 
his team 
performed 
in the con-
t r o l l e d 
s c r u m , 
but, as he 
said, “We 
have some things to clean up and 
we will work on them.”  

For the most part, the defense 
looked good and was able to handle 
the Trojans throughout most of  
the morning. In fact, cornerback 
Chris Joseph scored on the very 
first play of  the scrimmage on a 
pass interception that went for 
25 yards. 

Hershey made a couple good 
gains at times but the Trojans’ run-
ners were held in check through-
out the morning, at times getting 
stopped for losses by the Raiders’ 
defensive linemen. Hershey did 

score its only touchdown late in 
the session. 

No official score was kept for 
the game. 

On offense, the first unit moved 
the ball well with Jose Lopez and 
Richie Sykes gaining good yardage 
on the ground and quarterback 
Scott Ash hooking up on a number 

of  passes to different receivers. 
Sophomore Odell Greene ran 
very well with the second offense 
as well.  

The offense scored three times, 
twice on runs and once on a short 
pass from Ash to Avery Williams. 

Hershey, with yet another new 
coach at the helm, had some posi-
tive moments, but continues to be 
a struggling program affected by 
the turnover in coaches during the 
past several years.  

The Blue Raiders are coming 
off  back-to-back 14-1 seasons, 
which included a pair of  Mid-Penn 
Conference Capital Division and 
District III titles along with con-
secutive appearances in the state 
3-A championship games in 2016 
and 2017.

Unlike previous years, high 
school teams in Pennsylvania are 
now limited to just one scrimmage 
due to the early start of  the regular 
season.  

The Blue Raiders will be at 
Hersheypark Stadium on Friday 
to take on host Lower Dauphin in 
what has recently been dubbed 
The Iron Spike Bowl. 

Middletown teams have won the 
past two meetings. Lower Dauphin 
is coming off a 5-5 season, 5-1 in the 
Mid-Penn Conference Keystone 
Division. 

Kickoff is set for 7 p.m.      

A warmup before the season starts

MIDDLETOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL 
VARSITY FOOTBALL SCHEDULE

8/18 Hershey (scrimmage)  A 10 a.m.
8/24 Lower Dauphin  A  7 p.m.
8/31 Northern  A  7 p.m.
9/7 Bishop McDevitt  H  7 p.m.
9/14 Camp Hill  H  7 p.m.
9/21 Steelton-Highspire  A  7 p.m.
9/28 Boiling Springs   H  7 p.m.
10/4 Milton Hershey  A  7 p.m.
10/13 Trinity (Homecoming)  H 2 p.m.
10/19 East Pennsboro  A  7 p.m.
10/26 Palmyra  H  7 p.m.

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY BILL DARRAH

Senior Richie Sykes breaks a run for the Blue Raiders in their scrimmage Saturday vs. Hershey. See more photos on page B6.

“Just because your son or daughter does not play football doesn’t necessarily mean  
they are immune from getting a concussion. It can happen in any sport.” — Dr. Jayson Loeffert

“We have some 
things to clean 
up and we will 
work on them.”

Coach Brett Myers

Above, sophomore T.J. Daniels goes in for the touchdown. Below, Raider linemen close in on a Hershey player.
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DO-IT-YOURSELF or HAVE IT INSTALLED 
by OUR OWN EXPERT MECHANICS

Home
Depot

Hess Gas5435 Jonestown Rd., Harrisburg
545-6103 • 545-9859

Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Thurs. 9-9; Sat. 9-3
www.gipefl oorandwallcovering.com • PA009846

Carpet • Sheet Vinyl • Ceramic Tile • Vinyl Tile 
Hardwood • Laminates • Floor Care Products

Check In-Store 
Specials

FLOOR & WALL COVERING

Visit Our Complete Showroom

Speedway

Car on its LAST LEG?

Corner Main & Spruce Streets • Middletown
OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 7 AM-6 PM

 SERVICE STATION            944-4407

Bring it to us 
before we have 

to come to you! 

ELWOOD’S
SERVICE STATION

Over 50 Years Of Valued Service

Corner of Main & Catherine Sts. • Middletown • 944-9255
Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6 pm; Sat. 8 am-1 pm; Closed Sun.

Keeping You 
Rolling Along

We Sell New & Used Tires

See Don For:
Your Best Deal For New 
& Used Cars & Trucks

DON STAGO Bus. 234-4444 Cell 940-4963
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg

Sutliff

Three area residents were 
taken into custody and charged 
in a case that began with the 
discovery of  a stolen vehicle at 
the Hollywood Motel in the 100 
block of  Richardson Road on 
Aug. 6.

During the course of  the inves-
tigation, police found enough 
crack cocaine to enable them 
to file multiple counts of  drug 
possession and selling drugs 
charges against two of  the three 
suspects. 

Police said they discovered 
that a 1995 Mercedes-Benz C220 
parked at the business had been 
reported stolen by State Police 
in Newport. Three people stay-
ing in a room at the motel subse-
quently were questioned, taken 
into custody and charged. 

Chris Ballek, 57, of  the second 
block of  North Cameron Street, 
Harrisburg, was found to be in 
possession of  crack cocaine and 
reportedly was the driver of  the 
vehicle. Court records noted he 
has been charged with 10 counts 
of  sale of  a controlled substance, 
possession of  a controlled sub-
stance, two counts of  possession 
of  drug paraphernalia, theft, 
receiving stolen property and 
tampering with evidence. Ballek 
was arraigned before District 
Judge Michael Smith on Aug. 7 
and placed in Dauphin County 
Prison after failing to post 

$75,000 cash bail.
Romell Howard, 55, of  the first 

block of  South Front Street, 
Steelton, was taken into custody 
and charged with sale of  a con-
trolled substance and possession 
of  drug paraphernalia, police 
noted. 

The third person in the case, 
Tandras Jones, 38, of  the 200 
block of  North 5th Street, Har-
risburg, was taken into custody 
after police discovered warrants 
had been issued. The suspect 
allegedly failed to appear as 
witness for a criminal homicide 
trial, with a warrant filed by 
the Dauphin County sheriff, 
and for public drunkenness and 
disorderly conduct, filed by Har-
risburg police. Jones has been 
charged with possession of  drug 
paraphernalia.

All three are scheduled to 
appear before Smith for prelimi-
nary hearings Aug. 23.

Lewd comments alleged
A Marietta resident has been 

charged following allegations he 
made lewd comments to an em-
ployee at a fast-food restaurant, 
court reports noted.

Township police report 
Dayshawn Chase, 20, of  the 200 
block of  Chelmsford Drive, has 
been charged with corruption of  
minors and disorderly conduct 
involving an employee of  the 

McDonald’s restaurant in the 
2000 block of  West Harrisburg 
Pike at 8:24 p.m. July 31. Accord-
ing to police, Chase made the 
comments to an employee at the 
business who was stationed at 
a drive-through window. Police 
noted the employee is a minor. 

The restaurant’s manager 
reportedly heard the comments 
and contacted police and gave 
them the car’s license plate 
number. Police were able to 
track and locate the vehicle, 
a 2010 Chevrolet Malibu, and 
Chase.

Chase is scheduled to appear 
before District Judge Michael 
Smith on Sept. 12 for a prelimi-
nary hearing.

Paraphernalia, metal knuckles
A Middletown resident has 

been charged in a case that 
involved police finding drug 
paraphernalia and a set of  metal 
knuckles in her car.

Morgan Noon, 18, of  the first 
block of  Caravan Court, has 
been charged with possession 
of  drug paraphernalia, posses-
sion of  an  offensive weapon and 
speeding, district court records 
noted.

The arresting officer stopped 
Noon while she was driving a 
2012 Ford Escape at an excessive 
speed in the 900 block of  West 
Harrisburg Pike at 8:52 p.m. 

Aug. 12. Police said they smelled 
an odor of  marijuana coming 
from Noon’s car. During a con-
sensual search, police say they 
found a set of  metal knuckles, 
drug paraphernalia and a plastic 
bag containing a substance 
believed to be marijuana. The 
investigating officer noted the 
cooperation of  Noon and on his 
discretion released her after be-
ing notified that charges would 
be filed and sent to her.

Records noted Noon is to 
appear before District Judge 
Michael Smith for a preliminary 
hearing Sept. 13.

Drug-related charges
An argument at an area inn 

ended in the filing of  drug-relat-
ed charges against a Harrisburg 
resident.

Police report Ronmar Payton, 
37, of  the 1000 block of  Superior 
Drive, was taken into custody 
during an investigation of  an 
incident at 10:14 p.m. Aug. 9 at 
the Congress Inn in the 1000 
block of  South Eisenhower Bou-
levard. Police said Payton was in 
the parking lot of  the business, 
embroiled in an argument with 
a person staying at the inn. The 
incident was not physical.

Payton was taken into custody 
after police discovered that a 
warrant had been issued out of  
Susquehanna Township regard-

ing a case involving a charge 
of  driving with a suspended 
license. During a search of  
Payton, police say they found 
a substance tested and shown 
to be marijuana as well as drug 
paraphernalia. Court records 
noted charges of  possession of  
marijuana and possession of  
drug paraphernalia have been 
filed against Payton.

He is scheduled to appear 
before District Judge Michael 
Smith on Aug. 23 for a prelimi-
nary hearing.

Drug paraphernalia charges
A charge of  possession of  drug 

paraphernalia has been filed 
against Abbey Gensel, 20, of  the 
1000 block of  Lakeside Drive, 
Middletown, court records 
noted.

Gensel was charged after 
police questioned her for park-
ing in a lot of  a church in the 400 
block of  Edinburgh Road at 2:03 
a.m. Aug. 9. Investigators were 
called to investigate a suspicious 
car in the parking lot. Officers 
said they smelled an odor of  
marijuana from the 2018 Chevro-
let Malibu in which Gensel was 
a passenger. Police also reported 
finding a pipe in the car.

Gensel is scheduled to appear 
before District Judge Michael 
Smith on Sept. 12 for a prelimi-
nary hearing.

worried or scared.
Loeffert emphasized that a 

concussion is “a very complicated 
thing” that can vary widely from 
person to person.

For example, someone can re-
ceive “a very, very hard hit” that 
doesn’t cause a concussion, and 
someone else can receive a fairly 
mild hit that does.

“We don’t really know why that 
happens,” Loeffert said. “There’s 
no real good prediction as to what 

is going to cause a concussion.”
The easy way to think of  a con-

cussion is, you have trauma to 
the brain that causes changes to 
cognitive function, and then can 
cause symptoms afterward.

Some athletes develop amnesia 
but this is “really rare,” occurring 
in fewer than 1 or 2 percent of  ath-
letes diagnosed with a concussion, 
Loeffert said. 

Not all athletes who have a con-
cussion report having headaches. 
They think that if  they don’t have 
a headache, they could not have 

had a concussion. Not so.
“If  you have all these other 

symptoms, you don’t have to have 
a headache,” Loeffert said. Head-
aches are “just part of  the picture” 
involved in having a concussion.

Loss of  consciousness is also 
rare, Loeffert said. An athlete suf-
fering a concussion will say they 
were out, and their parents will 
say, “No, you got up really quick.”

Loeffert put up a graph showing 
a continuous rise in concussions 
in the United States since 2007.

Girls at risk
Until 2005, a concussion diag-

nosis had to include loss of  con-
sciousness. In 2005, the require-
ment that an athlete had to lose 
consciousness in 
order to be diag-
nosed with hav-
ing a concussion 
was removed.

That change 
has led to the 
steady rise in 
athletes being 
diagnosed with 
c o n c u s s i o n s 
since 2005, Loef-
fert said, al-
though “a lot 
more knowledge 
and a lot more 
openness for ad-
mitting symp-
toms” are also 
factors behind 
the increase.

Young girls are 
at greater risk of  having a concus-
sion than young boys, because 
young girls have weaker neck 
muscles and they jump differently, 
Loeffert noted.

Loeffert used a scenario about 
a hockey player to illustrate the 
state requirements in Pennsylva-
nia for an athlete who has symp-
toms of  a concussion, and what 
happens afterward.

The hockey player gets slammed 
into the boards. He complains of  
headache and dizziness, and has 
trouble with sounds. 

He is removed from play and 
monitored on the bench. But his 
symptoms appear to clear up, and 
after 10 minutes he feels normal. 
Can he return to the game?

No.
“The rule is if  you have concus-

sion symptoms you are automati-
cally removed from that game, and 
you can’t return to any physical 
activity until at minimum the next 
day,” Loeffert said, adding that 
this is a state rule in Pennsylvania 
intended to protect the athlete.

If  diagnosed with a concussion, 
you can expect to be out of  action 
for at least seven days. This is also a 
state-mandated rule, Loeffert said.

Returning to the field
Before an athlete can return to 

his or her sport, they have to be 
“asymptomatic” — lacking obvi-
ous signs or symptoms — without 
the aid of  medication, he noted.

All medicines have side effects, 
Loeffert said. He tries as much 
as possible to avoid prescribing 
medicine to an athlete diagnosed 

with a concussion.
Loeffert said he doesn’t have 

to rely on medicine very often, 
“because I am getting my ath-
letes treated really well, really 
fast. They are clearing up their 
symptoms quick and they are get-
ting back to their sport, which is 
ultimately what they want to do.”

Loeffert also utilizes a “return 
to play progression” for getting an 
athlete diagnosed with a concus-
sion back in action.

The athlete must first be symp-
tom free for at least a day. Then 
each day the athlete undergoes 
steps that gradually become 
more intense, in terms of  physi-
cal activity.

For example, in the first day after 
being symptom 
free you do light 
aerobic activity, 
such as a jog or 
a long walk.

If  you don’t ex-
perience a return 
to symptoms, 
gradually over 
the next several 
days you prog-
ress to more in-
tense “sport spe-
cific” exercises, 
Loeffert said.

If  some or all 
symptoms re-
turn during this 
progression, the 
athlete doesn’t 
have to go back 
to the beginning 

of  the process. 
“They just stop for the day, and 

then the next day they try those 
sports specific activities again,” 
Loeffert said. “That’s a really 
important thing to tell the athlete, 
because if  they think they are go-
ing to have to start over they are 
not going to tell you they are symp-
tomatic. But if  you say you are just 
losing a day, then usually they are 
more able and open to admit they 
are becoming symptomatic.”

Loeffert explained why it is criti-
cal that if  an athlete does experi-
ence a return to symptoms during 
this return to play progression, 
that he or she tell their doctor or 
coach — in order to prevent “sec-
ond impact syndrome.”

“Second impact syndrome is the 
idea where you get a concussion, 
you are still symptomatic and 
you suffer another head impact,” 
Loeffert said. “Nobody has ever 
died of  a concussion … but there 
is what is believed to be some in-
flammation quality when you get 
a concussion. If  you get a second 
hit, that inflammation can kind 
of  skyrocket. You can get swelling 
on the brain which people have 
been reported to die from. All the 
protective stuff we are doing is to 
prevent this.”

Helmets can’t prevent them
Loeffert also had a word or two 

to say regarding equipment such 
as helmets.

Helmets don’t protect people 
from having concussions, Loeffert 
said, and he doesn’t expect they 
will “now or in the foreseeable 

future.”
“Our brains 

sit inside of  
our skull and 
it’s kind of  
surrounded by 
fluid. And it 
floats,” Loeffert 
added. “Every-
thing in there 
shakes around. That’s what hap-
pens within our skull. You can’t 
prevent that no matter how much 
padding we use, no matter how 
much protective layer. That brain 
is still going to move. That’s what 
puts you at risk of  a concussion.”

The Food and Drug Administra-
tion even forbids a helmet maker 
from saying that his or her prod-
uct will prevent a concussion, as 
“nothing has been found to truly 
prevent concussion,” he said.

Moreover, the testing of  helmets 
in a scientific lab does not ad-
equately replicate what happens 
to an athlete in a real practice or 
game situation, he added.

Helmets can protect student 
athletes from skull fractures and 
scalp lacerations, he said.

Last year, Loeffert said he was 
asked about the value of  putting a 
pad over the top of  a helmet.

This won’t prevent a concussion, 
and the padding could make things 
worse by adding weight to the top 
of  the helmet, putting extra force 
on the neck, he notes. 

Head gear for soccer players 
has been investigated, but Loef-
fert noted one study suggests 
athletes who wear head gear may 
take risks they wouldn’t otherwise 
take while playing, because it gives 
them a false sense of  security.

Are students educated?
During a brief  question-and-

answer period following Loeffert’s 
presentation, a parent asked 
Smith about whether the school 
district is providing this same 
information about concussions to 
the student athletes.

Smith said that typically, stu-
dent athletes are not educated 
about a concussion unless they 
have one, and then “they are 
educated as the doctor is treating 
them.” 

However, he seemed open to the 
possibility of  the district being 
more pro-active about providing 
information about concussions to 
all student athletes.

As one parent noted, if  student 
athletes know “ahead of  time” 
that they might not have to sit out 
as long if  they report symptoms 
quickly, “they might be more 
prone to come to you and say ‘this 
is what I am feeling’ and nip it in 
the bud.”

Smith urged district parents 
with questions about concussions 
email the questions to him, so he 
can forward the questions to Loef-
fert for answers.

You can reach Smith at cliff-
smith@raiderweb.org.

Smith also encouraged parents 
contact him with ideas for other 
student athlete-related topics 
that can be the subject of  future 
presentations.

LOWER SWATARA POLICE ROUNDUP

Stolen car and crack cocaine found, 3 charged

CONCUSSION: Athletes need to be honest about their symptoms, team doctor says
From page B1

Smith

“Our brains sit inside of 
our skull and it’s kind 
of surrounded by fluid. 
And it floats. Everything 
in there shakes around. 
That’s what happens 
within our skull. You 
can’t prevent that 
no matter how much 
padding we use, no 
matter how much 
protective layer.”

Dr. Jayson Loeffert

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Athletic associations can now 
rent Greenfield Park in Lower 
Swatara for soccer tourna-
ments at a rate of  $500 a day. 

The Lower Swatara Board of  
Commissioners unanimously 
approved an application form to 
rent the park during a meeting 
Aug. 15. Commissioner Michael 
Davies was not present. 

How much to charge people to 
rent soccer fields first came up 
during a April board meeting. 

At the time, former interim 
manager Frank Lynch told the 
board that they have received 
two requests — one from a 
Hershey soccer league and the 
other from leagues in State 
College and Philadelphia — to 
use township fields for soccer 
tournaments. 

The form is for independent 
athletic associations, not lo-
cal organizations such as the 
Middletown Area Recreation 
Alliance which will be replac-
ing the Olmsted Regional Rec-
reation Board.

Lynch told the board that 
they didn’t have a fee in place 
to rent soccer fields. He recom-
mended that the township’s 
recreation committee work 
with staff to come up with a fee. 

“Any agreement that we 
develop should have language 
that deals with possible damage 
to facilities,” Davies said during 
the April meeting.

He recalled when he was 
involved with an organization 
that loaned a field. Thousands 
of  dollars of  damage were done 
to the turf  surface, Davies said. 

According to township man-
ager Betsy McBride, in addition 
to the $500 a day fee, they would 
also ask organizations for 
adequate insurance. She said 
they would ask the organizers 
to clean up after the events and 
suggest they supply their own 
trash containers. 

In an email, she said that de-
pending on how the field is set 
up, up to seven soccer fields can 
be placed in Greenfield Park. 

She told the board that they 
could have charged organiza-
tions anywhere from $300 to 
$700 for field rentals, but they 
decided to go halfway between 
that range at $500.

Vice President Todd Truntz 
asked where the $500 would 
go during the Aug. 1 meeting. 
Commissioner Ron Paul said 
he thought the fee was for field 
maintenance. Solicitor Peter 
Henninger said the fee could 
be placed in the general fund 
where a line item could be made 
for associated costs.

When the board first re-
viewed the form during the 
Aug. 1 meeting, Truntz said the 
waiver of  personal injury claim 
was vague. He asked Henninger 
to take a look at it. 

“I’m satisfied that the form 
adequately protects the town-
ship,” Henninger said during 
the Aug. 15 meeting. 

Lower 
Swatara 
sets price 
for soccer 
field use

Hundreds of  yellow rub-
ber duckies will float down 
the Susquehanna River on 
Sunday, Sept. 2 for the second 
annual Duck Derby to benefit 
the American Cancer Society’s 
Making Strides Against Breast 
Cancer of  Harrisburg.

The event will be held from 6 
to 7 p.m. during the three-day 
Kipona Festival in Riverfront 
Park on North Front Street 
in Harrisburg. Proceeds help 
support American Cancer 
Society programs and services 
for cancer survivors and their 
families such as transporta-
tion assistance and education 
outreach.

The owner of  the winning 
duck will win $125. Second place 
garners $75, and third gets a $50 
gift card.

 Contact Kathy Geller Myers 
at kathy@chatterboxcomm.biz 
or call 717-903-3716 for more.

Duck Derby will 
be held Sept. 2 
on Susquehanna
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCH SERVICES

To list your church service here, call 717-944-4628 
or email info@pressandjournal.com for more information.

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown
717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF
Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

New Beginnings Church 
at the Riverside Chapel
630 South Union St., Middletown • 717-388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 717-944-4322
Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown
Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Sunday Worship - 10 am 
Sunday Church School  - 9 am - for all ages
Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   
Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown
PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Pastor James Lyles, 10xBetter
Phone 717-944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street, Middletown • 717-944-5835
Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of  441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766 
Sunday Worship:
Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am
Christian Child Care - 717-985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown
717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 
Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Calvary Church has been a part of  the Middle-
town Borough community since 1936. It has been 
our privilege to proclaim the good news of  Jesus 
Christ all these years and to do so knowing the 
good news has never changed in over 2000 years. 
We firmly hold to the Apostles Creed and the 
Westminster Confession of  Faith and its Larger 
and Shorter Catechisms as clearly teaching what 
Scripture teaches. If  we believe the Gospel of  
Christ, then by trusting in his death and resur-

rection for sinners we will be forgiven and saved from God’s wrath. 
Please join us each Sunday to hear the Gospel. Learn more at: www.
calvaryopc.com. 

 Our worship services are 
at 10:15 a.m. and 6 p.m. We are 
located at the corner of  Spruce 
and Emaus streets here in 
Middletown. We have a fellow-
ship meal following the 10:15 a.m. 
morning worship service on the 
first Sunday of  every month, free 

to all who come. We also have 
Sunday school classes for all ages 
at 9 a.m. and a Bible Study and 
prayer meeting each Wednesday 
at 

7 p.m. We are studying the 
power of  prayer on Wednesday 
nights.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Ebenezer United Methodist Church and Child-
care, 890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown invites 
everyone to join us for worship on Sunday 
mornings lead by Pastor Brad Gilbert.  Our 
services are relaxed and casual. We offer a 
traditional service at 8:45 a.m. and a contempo-
rary service with a band (electric guitars) at 10:45 
a.m. At 10 a.m., between services, there is a 
variety of  Christian Education classes for all 
ages. 

 We have several things hap-
pening at Ebenezer and all are 
welcome. There is a prayer time, 
“Partners in Prayer” that meets 
the first Monday of  each month 
at 7 p.m. Through scripture, 
song, and meditation we experi-
ence the joy of  God’s presence. 

Have a favorite board game? 
“Game Night” is every third 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. We also offer 
a variety of  other groups includ-
ing Bible studies. 

 Any questions please call us 
at 717-939-0766 or e-mail us at 
ebenezerumc890@outlook.com.

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Evangelical Church meets on the corner of  
Spruce and Water Streets at 157 E. Water St., 
Middletown, south of  Main St., behind the 
Turkey Hill convenience store. We invite you to 
attend our Sunday morning activities: Sunday 
school is at 9 a.m. and worship is at 10:15 a.m. 
When you walk in the door, you will see people of  
all ages and walks of  life, some dressed formally 
and others casually in jeans and sneakers. Come 
as you are.

 Our greeters wear nametags, 
so they are easy to find and they 
will be happy to help you if  you 
need any assistance or have a 
question. We celebrate com-
munion the first Sunday of  each 
month. In the spirit of  Jesus 
Christ, and as a congregation in 
the United Methodist Church, 
we welcome all (baptized or un-
baptized) to partake of  the holy 
sacrament. We invite you to ex-
perience life at Evangelical UMC. 
Whether you are looking for a 
community, are lonely, searching 
for the meaning of  life, or want 
to know more about Jesus, our 
doors are open for you. Check 
our website to learn more about 
us: www.eumch.org.

 This week’s worship assis-
tants are as follows: Pastor – Lee 

Ellenberger; Organist – Don 
Cowsert; Special Music – Jaden 
Miller; Children’s Time – Lee 
Ellenberger; Audio Visual – Steve 
Moyer, Jamal Warren and Justin 
Hahn; Head Usher – Ken Frisbie; 
Greeters – Donna and John Burk-
holder; Nursery Caregivers – Deb 
Lidle and Joyce Moyer.

 This week’s schedule of  activi-
ties is as follows:

 Wed., Aug. 22: 6 p.m., Alcohol-
ics Anonymous Group Book 
Study.

 Sun., Aug. 26: 9 a.m., Sunday 
school; 10:15 a.m., Worship Ser-
vice.

 Tues., Aug. 28: 2 p.m., Prayer 
Shawl Ministry; 6 p.m., God’s 
Kitchen at Wesley, meal provided 
by Wesley.

New Beginnings Church of Middletown
We are an independent body of  believers offering 
God’s invitation for a new beginning to all who 
seek it. We exist to meet the spiritual, emotional 
and physical needs of  all people through faith in 
Jesus Christ. We are a Safe Sanctuary congrega-
tion. New Beginnings Church invites you to 
worship with us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
Nursery and children’s church is provided. Our 
congregation meets at Riverside Chapel, 630 S. 
Union St., next to the Rescue Fire Company. 

Sunday School for all ages is at 9 a.m. 
We are handicap accessible via 

ramp at back door. For additional 
church information call 717-
944-9595. For security purposes 
our back and side doors will be 
locked every Sunday morning at 
10:30 a.m. at the start of  worship. 
The only door for entry after that 
will be the front door.

 Sundays: Youth Fellowship 
meets every Sunday evening 
from 5 to 7 p.m. 

 Mondays: Men meet every 
Monday morning for prayer 
at 6 a.m. Community men are 
welcome; Sociable Seniors group 
meets the 1st and 3rd Mondays 
from 1 to 3 p.m. All are welcome.

 Wednesdays: Craft Group 
meets at 1 p.m.; Choir practice at 
6:30 p.m.

  Thursdays: Blanket makers 
meet the 1st and 3rd Thursdays 
of  the month at 9 a.m.; Interces-
sory Prayer meets at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by Bible Study at 7 p.m.

 Saturdays: We clean the 
Middletown Food Bank the 3rd 
Saturday every other month. The 
community is invited to partici-
pate in these important areas of  
our church life.

 August ushers: Vera Keeney, 
Jackie and Sam Rainal, and Da-
vid Snavely. Greeter: Nan Fish-

burn. Children’s church leaders 
for August 26: Binny Dupes and 
Cindy Myers.

 Our prayer garden in the rear 
of  the yard has an 8-foot cross 
that is made out of  nails and is il-
luminated at night.  From spring 
to winter benches are provided to 
use to meditate or just enjoy the 
beauty and quietness along the 
Swatara Creek.

 Pastor Britt writes a daily 
devotional on the Facebook page 
“Pastor Britt Strohecker.” In ad-
dition, he posts a podcast of  Bible 
study many days on Facebook 
via YouTube. We invite everyone 
to tune him in for inspiration for 
their day.

 Our Sunday worship service 
is broadcast on the MAHS radio 
station, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. 
every Sunday afternoon. Listen 
on the radio or the Internet at 
www.pennlive.com/wmss/audio. 
Check us out on our website at 
www.newbeginningschurchmid-
dletownpa.com.

 Pastor Britt’s parting words 
each Sunday: “Nothing in this 
world is more important than the 
love of  Jesus Christ!” We invite 
you to come and experience this 
love.

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
The Presbyterian Congregation is located at 290 
N. Union St. in downtown Middletown. We are a 
body of  Christian people who reach out to others 
by sharing God’s Word, love, and fellowship. 
Warm greetings to one and all as we seek to grow 
closer to our Lord Jesus Christ.

 Thurs., 
Aug. 23: 
Newsletter 
deadline.

 Mon., Aug. 27: Reminder: No 
Deacons this month.

 Tues., Aug. 28: Fellowship 
meeting.

 Please join us on Sunday, Aug. 
26 at 10:30 a.m. as our Pastor 
Christian Neubaum leads us in 
worship. Our sanctuary is air-
conditioned and handicapped 
accessible, and there are also 
hearing devices for anyone want-
ing to use one. Nursery is avail-

able during the service, as well as 
Bible Listening bags for children 
to utilize during the service. Do 
join us! 

 Our electronic newsletter can 
be accessed anytime at www.pc-
mdt.org...click on “resources”…
click on “newsletter.” (These 
are PDF files should open with 
Adobe Acrobat). For further in-
formation, see our website www.
pcmdt.org, visit our Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/Pres-
byterianCongregation), or call 
the office.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring & Union 
Streets (121 N. Spring St), Middletown is a 
Reconciling In Christ Church. Visit our website 
at www.stpetersmiddletown.org. Please join us 
for worship. Our worship times are: Sunday 
morning worship at 10 a.m. Sunday Church 
School for all ages begins at 9 a.m.; Wednesday 
morning at 10 a.m., Good Shepherd Chapel; 
Saturday evening at 5 p.m., Good Shepherd 
Chapel. Please enter the church through the 

parking lot door. Our Sunday worship service is broadcast at 11 a.m. 
on WMSS 91.1FM.

Church and Community 
Events: 

 Sat., Aug. 25: 5 p.m., Holy Com-
munion – Good Shepherd Chapel 
– Everyone is welcome.

 Sun., Aug. 26: 10 a.m., Holy 
Communion – everyone is wel-
come.

 Wed., Aug. 29: 10 a.m., Holy 
Communion – Good Shepherd 
Chapel - everyone is welcome. 

 Worship Updates: Everyone is 
invited and welcome to worship; 
Sun., Aug. 26: 10 a.m., Spirit and 
Truth Band; Sun., Sept. 2: Kierch 
Sunday, 10 a.m. worship; Sun., 
Sept.  16: 10 a.m., worship. Polka 
Mass led by the Heidelberg Brass 
Band.

 Concert: Sun., Sept. 30 at 3 
p.m., 121 N. Spring St., Middle-
town. Pipe Organ duo, Allegro 
con Fuoco, Tyler Canomico and 
Jordan Markham. Everyone is 
welcome to attend. No tickets 
required, free will donation.

 Food Pantry News: Especially 
needed are personal care/toiletry 

items: toilet tissue, deodorants, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, sham-
poos, conditioners, cotton swabs, 
tissues, soap, paper towels, etc. 
Items collected are taken to the 
Middletown Area Interfaith Food 
Pantry located at 201 Wyoming 
Street, Royalton. Individuals may 
also take items directly to the 
food pantry, which is open Tues-
days and Fridays, from 10 a.m. to 
12:30 pm. The Community Action 
Commission office is open Tues-
days and Fridays, from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m., at the same location. Food 
Pantry Sunday is September 2 
(the first Sunday of  each month).

 Check us out on Facebook - St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church Middle-
town, PA. Go ahead “like” our 
Facebook page. Remember, if  you 
“Like” and “Follow” us on Face-
book when there are new “posts” 
you will be notified. Thanks.

 Scripture for the weekend: 
Joshua 24:1-2a, 14-18; Psalm 
34:15-22; Ephesians 6:10-20; John 
6:56-69.
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Gasoline prices in Harrisburg 
fell 1 cent per gallon last week, 
averaging $2.92 a gallon Sunday, 
according to GasBuddy’s daily 
survey of  241 stations in Har-
risburg. 

This compares with the na-
tional average that fell 3.1 cents 
per gallon vs. last week to $2.82 
a gallon.

Average gasoline prices on 
Aug. 20 in Harrisburg have 
ranged widely over the last five 
years: $2.46 a gallon in 2017, $2.16 
a gallon in 2016, $2.54 a gallon in 
2015, $3.38 a gallon in 2014 and 
$3.50 a gallon in 2013. 

Prices on Sunday were 46.1 
cents per gallon higher than a 
year ago and are 4.0 cents per gal-
lon higher than a month ago. The 
national average has dropped 1.7 
cents per gallon during the last 
month and stands 50.5 cents per 
gallon higher than a year ago.

Areas near Harrisburg and 
their current gas price climate:
Lancaster: $2.93 a gallon, down 1.1 

cents per gallon from last week.
Reading: $2.99 a gallon, down 2.1 
cents.
York: $2.88 a gallon, down 0.3 
cents.

“The national average price 
of  gasoline has fallen to its low-
est level since May 7, some 105 
days ago when many of  us were 
dreaming of  summer road trips 
and falling gas prices. After all, 
gas as cheap as last summer 
has been elusive this summer, 
but it’s not too late to enjoy this 
summer’s lowest prices,” said 
Patrick DeHaan, head of  petro-
leum analysis for GasBuddy.

 “As we race towards summer’s 
finish line, we may see more pes-
simism weigh on oil markets, 
offering some relief  to weary 
drivers who’ve seen the most 
expensive summer at the pump 
since 2014,” he said. “Labor Day 
will likely claim the cheapest 
prices for a summer holiday this 
year, and I’m sure millions of  
motorists will take advantage.”

Man faces more 
charges in drug 
overdose death

Gas prices down 1 cent 
in Harrisburg region

Labor Day targeted as part  
of drunken driving campaign

According to the U.S. Depart-
ment of  Transportation’s Na-
tional Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, 10,497 people 
were killed in drunken driving 
crashes in 2016. 

The enforcement campaign 
Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over 
runs through Labor Day, Sept. 3. 

The American Trauma Society 
Pennsylvania Division and the 
NHTSA want to remind individu-
als that drunken driving is illegal 

and to use the following tips to 
ensure you get home safely.

• Remind others that it is never 
OK to drink and drive.

• Designate a sober driver or 
plan to use public transportation 
or a ride-sharing service to get 
home safely.

• If  you see a drunken driver 
on the road, contact local law 
enforcement.

• Take away keys of  those who 
are planning to drink and drive.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

The charge of  drug delivery 
resulting in death has been added 
to the charges facing a Har-
risburg man who according to 
Lower Swatara Township police 
sold heroin to a township man 
who died of  an overdose July 5.

Police were awaiting results 
of  toxicology tests done on the 
victim before deciding to add 
the charge to Adam Christopher 
Esquivel, 27.

Esquivel and a co-defendant in 
the case, Dominque Patterson, 
23, also of  Harrisburg, were 
both already in Dauphin County 
Prison on unrelated probation 
violations when Lower Swatara 
police filed the charges against 
them July 13 related to the over-
dose death.

The new drug delivery result-
ing in death charge was added 
to the two Esquivel was already 
facing, including manufacture, 
delivery, or possession with in-
tent to manufacture or deliver; 
and criminal use of  communica-
tion facility.

Police also plan to add the 
drug delivery resulting in death 
charge to Patterson, during Pat-
terson’s scheduled preliminary 
hearing before District Judge Mi-

chael Smith 
on Aug. 23, 
Lower Swata-
ra Detective 
Ryan Gart-
land told the 
Press & Jour-
nal.

Patterson 
also already 
faces charges 
of  manufac-
ture, delivery, 
or possession 
with intent to 
manufacture 
or delivery; 
and criminal 
use of  com-
munication 
facility.

Esquivel waived his Aug. 1 
preliminary hearing before 
Smith, and is to be arraigned on 
all charges in Dauphin County 
Court on Nov. 2.

Esquivel and Patterson both 
remain in county prison on 
$100,000 bail each.

According to arrest records, 
police allege that Patterson de-
livered the heroin to Esquivel 
at the Kentucky Fried Chicken 
restaurant in Hummelstown on 
July 3 and July 4. Esquivel then 
allegedly provided the heroin to 
the victim.

Esquivel

Patterson
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ARIES March 21-April 20
Aries, something has been on 
your mind for awhile, so write 
down your thoughts and try to 
act on them. This will take the 
mystery out of the situation.

TAURUS April 21-May 21
Taurus, asking for assistance 
is not a sign of weakness. In 
fact, it is a true test of strength 
because it means getting help 
before situations turn worse. 
Accept help graciously.

GEMINI May 22-June 21
Express your creativity every 
chance you get. Sooner or 
later, one of your ideas will 
appeal to another person, and 
this could be the catalyst you 

need.
CANCER June 22-July 22
Sometimes the first step to 
starting something big is just 
believing you can do it. Then all 
you have to do is put all of the 
other factors in play. 
LEO July 23-Aug. 23
Stay focused on the journey 
and you will get to the destina-
tion in record time. You have a 
passionate desire to see things 
finished through the end.
VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22
Virgo, this week presents a 
perfect opportunity to focus 
on a project you have been 
meaning to revisit. It’s good to 
relax, but free time this week 

may be better spent working.
LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23
Libra, you’re inclined to focus 
on others, but it may be time 
to carve out some time to care 
for yourself. If you burn out, 
everyone will pay the price. 
SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22
It’s hard to run away from love 
and romance. Prioritize an 
existing relationship or devote 
more time to a budding one. 
SAGITTARIUS  
Nov. 23-Dec. 21
It is time to decompress be-
tween adventures, Sagittarius. 
Try sticking closer to home 
this week and take a breather. 
There will be plenty of explora-

tion down the road.
CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
Accept constructive criticism, 
which is a part of many suc-
cessful endeavors. Take away 
important lessons and apply 
them now and in the future.
AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18
Sometimes the best way to im-
prove your bank account isn’t 
by racking up long hours, but 
by moving into a career you 
love, Aquarius. Now is a great 
time to explore your options.
PISCES Feb. 19-March 20
You often put other’s needs be-
fore your own. Some appreci-
ate this and may attempt to 
express their gratitude.

ACROSS
 1. Sacred bull (Egyp-

tian myth.)
 5. One-time Euro-

pean money
 8. Disfigure
11. Polish city
13. Move quickly on 

foot
14. Landlocked West 

African country
15. Used in aroma-

therapy
16. The greatest of all 

time
17. Type of horse
18. Volcanic craters
20. Type of graph 

(abbr.)
21. Supporters
22. North and South 

are two
25. Spread
30. Adjusted
31. Vietnamese of-

fensive

32. Nazi architect
33. Nigerian peoples
38. When you hope to 

get there
41. Ridicules
43. Allied Powers vs. 

Central Powers
45. Produce
47. Ancient kingdom 

near Dead Sea
49. Hebrew unit of 

liquid capacity
50. Type of sword
55. “Sin City” actress
56. Female reproduc-

tive cells
57. Afflicted
59. One point north of 

northeast
60. Garland
61. Spiritual leader
62. Negative
63. Tooth caregiver
64. Cheek

DOWN

 1. Form of “to be”
 2. A hand has one
 3. Thought
 4. Physical body
 5. Removes
 6. One who perpe-

trates wrongdoing
 7. Make one
 8. Kate and Rooney 

are two
 9. __ Ladd, “Shane” 

actor
10. Makes fun of
12. Space station
14. Gene
19. Satisfy
23. Livid
24. It comes after “et”
25. More (Spanish)
26. Electronic data 

processing
27. Buffer solution to 

separate DNA and 
RNA

28. Primate
29. Scattered

34. Evergreen tree
35. What engaged 

couples will say
36. Barbie’s friend
37. Midway between 

south and south-
east

39. A position from 
which progress can 
be made

40. Showed up
41. Insecticide
42. Type of milk
44. Verandas
45. Annoyingly talk-

ative
46. Abba __, Israeli 

politician
47. “Heat” director 
48. Plant genus
51. Swiss river
52. Prejudice
53. Actor Idris
54. Freedom fighters 

(slang)
58. Criticize

WORD SEARCH  |  ANSWERS ON B6 CROSSWORD  |  ANSWERS ON B6
Shopping day 
word search

Advertisement
Aisle
Bags
Browsing
Budget
Cart
Cash

Clothing
Comparison
Coupons
Credit card
Deals
Discount
Electronics
Employee
Exchange
Experience

Fitting
Groceries
Mall
Membership
Merchandise
Packages
Parking
Price
Purchases
Queue

Retail
Return
Sale
Shipping
Stock
Store
Tools
Transaction
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PUZZLES AND HOROSCOPE
SUDOKU  

Guess Who? answer: Robert Plant

Puzzles are a 9-by-9 
grid, broken down into 
nine 3-by-3 boxes. 
Nos. 1 through 9 must 
fill each row, column 
and box. Each number 
can appear only once 
in each row, column 
and box. Figure out the 
order by using the nu-
meric clues provided. 
The more you name, 
the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle.

GUESS WHO? (answer below Word Search)

I am an rock star born in England on Aug. 20, 1948. I 
quit my training as an accountant to become a musi-
cian. I was the vocalist and songwriter for an iconic 
rock group. I’ve been ranked the greatest lead singer 
of all time by readers of Rolling Stone magazine.

Exclusive eyewitness 
account offered
EDITOR’S NOTE: The following 
account from 1962 includes a 
term for an African-American 
man that no longer is used.

The following is an exclusive 
eyewitness account of  last Satur-
day’s train wreck at Steelton, as 
told by George C. Cullen, of  412 
Poplar Ave., New Cumberland. 

Mr. Cullen was fishing about 300 
yards off shore. He had just started 
to fish when he heard a thumping 
noise as the train sped by. Being 
familiar with railroading, the first 
thing that entered his mind was 
that the train had dropped a sid-
ing. Then he saw dust on the trail 
of  the engine and next the wires 
went down. 

The train started to whip around 
(and then it hit him at that point, 
that something was wrong) after 
which the end car rolled down the 
embankment, first — pulling the 
other two down with it. The fourth 
car seemed to be knocking down 
all of  the trees in a dragging fash-
ion. Then he saw heads sticking 
out of  windows and only then did 
he realize that there were people 
aboard; the heads popped out of  
the ends of  the last car. 

When he moved his aluminum 
outboard over to help, there were 
already two or three passengers 
helping. Almost immediately a 
negro appeared, possessing a good 
knowledge of  first aid, getting the 
situation under control. 

With Cullen assisting, the first 
injured person he helped was a 
woman who was holding a hand, 
partly severed. The stranger went 
into action immediately and ap-

plied a tourniquet and wrapped 
the injured woman’s hand. The 
only words she uttered were, “It 
hurts.” 

They helped all who were mov-
able and Cullen claims the negro 
is credited with saving at least 10 
lives, which would have otherwise 
bled to death. 

Cullen supplied the metal to 
twist the tourniquets while his 
helper applied them and admin-
istered first aid, doing all of  the 
winding. As each person was given 
treatment, they were moved onto 
seats to make them comfortable 
and then they moved on to others 
requiring first aid. Soon after-
ward, the railroad men arrived 

with ladders and started to move 
the people out of  the top of  the 
cars. About this time, doctors and 
nurses arrived and began taking 
care of the people in the second car.

After the ordeal of  helping the 
injured, Cullen said he did not 
mind the strain of  it until half  an 
hour after he returned home. 

In speaking of  the depth of  the 
water, Cullen stated that the water 
was not deep enough for a person 
to go fishing at the point of  entry 
of  the railroad cars into the river 
edge, which is contrary to the be-
lief  that some persons may have 
been on the shore fishing — as it 
was too shallow. In helping the 
people out when he arrived at the 

train, Cullen said the water only 
came a little above his knees. 

Modestly playing down the part 
he did in helping the injured, Cul-
len strongly urged that a crusade 
be made to find the man, as he did 
not get his name. He praised the 
man’s expert knowledge of  first 
aid and emphatically voiced his 
feeling that the man is worthy of  
a citation or commendation by the 
Red Cross, for the lifesaving first 
aid he administered. 

Cullen is a partner of  Cullen 
Brothers Appliances at 1005 Mar-
ket St., Lemoyne. He is the father 
of  two daughters, one 9 years old 
and the other 22, who is a teacher 
at the Marysville School.

Other headlines
• 27 Frey Manor homes to be sold by sheriff
• Londonderry Civic Group seeks removal of  phone toll charges

News from the Aug. 2, 1962, edition of  the Press & Journal

Hot buys
• 1962 Smooth-Top Serta-Lux mattresses, $39.75. Walters Furni-

ture, 243 E. Main St., Middletown.
• Fig bar cookies, 37 cents. Glass pitchers, 39 cents. 100 enve-

lopes, 27 cents. Silco, 14 S. Union St., Middletown.

A helicopter from Olmsted Air Force Base hovers over the wrecked train to pick up injured who were shuttled to the 
Harrisburg Hospital.

Unidentified man is credited with 
saving 10 lives in Steelton train wreck

Don Gilbert was looking over 
Memorial Field — soon to be-
come the playing locale of  his 
first scholastic team as head 
coach. 

His smile was a tribute to the 
efforts of  the grounds crew at 
Memorial Field. 

“These men have done a won-
derful job. Just look at the color 
and thickness of  that grass.” 
Memorial Field these days does 
indeed look like an oasis. The 
prolonged drought has burned 
most grass to a crisp brown. 
But Memorial Field’s deep 
well, drilled several years ago, 
is paying generous dividends. 
Each day, the caretaker’s crew 
positions lightweight irrigation 
pipe. A twist of  the pump switch 
then sends refreshing water over 
the gridiron. 

Gilbert, hired recently to suc-
ceed Ray Reider as head coach, 
is eagerly looking forward to 
meeting his first Raider squad. 

“Gee, Middletown people have 
certainly been real friendly to 
me. I’m looking forward to set-
tling here and getting things 
started.” 

Gilbert said he hopes to move 
his family to town within the next 
week or two. 

Gilbert told the Press & Jour-

nal that he’s been in conference 
with his assistant coaches, dis-
cussing returning lettermen, 
and planning approaches to 
implement the balanced T of-
fense — a system he claims to 
be “more versatile.” 

“It’ll call for speed and the 
quick-starting back. You won’t 
see much straight ahead power 
football. With the balanced T, 
weight isn’t everything." 

With the opener against York 
Catholic just about a month 
away, Gilbert is anxious to meet 
his material.

“Right now, there are 11 posi-
tions open." 

He said he is familiar with the 
ability of  some of  the returning 
players but a new system could 
change past performances. 

Gilbert is anxious to institute a 
system — not only for the players 
but for the fans themselves. In a 
unique approach at public rela-
tions, he said he hopes to get qual-
ity motion pictures taken of  ev-
ery home and away game. On the 
basis of  these films, Gilbert and 
his staff will grade each player. 
After the films are used for this 
purpose, Gilbert is considering 
a public showing to Raider fans 
in the high school gymnasium 
every Tuesday night. 

New football coach to 
introduce unique past 
performance system
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It’s hard to believe we have ar-
rived at high school football season 
once again.

For fans of  the Middletown Blue 
Raiders, the last two falls have been 
ones they will never forget.

The team has seen unprecedent-
ed success. There have been back-
to-back 14-1 seasons, which includ-
ed a pair of  Mid-Penn Conference 
Capital Division and District III 
titles along with consecutive ap-
pearances in the state 3-A champi-
onship games in 2016 and 2017.

As the 2017 season approached, 
we wondered if  the Blue Raiders 
could stay on top. They answered 
that question with a very success-
ful follow-up season that nearly 
paralleled 2016.

A taste of  success can lead to a 

hunger for more. And while some 
key players are gone, there is still 
tons of  talent and a solid coaching 
staff that can lead the Blue Raiders 
to another successful season.

Will they go undefeated and 
reach the state championship game 
again? Let’s not be greedy. We are 
sure they feel there is some unfin-
ished business in their two title 
game losses. But the success of  the 
last two seasons won’t be tarnished 
regardless of  what happens this 
year.

While the spotlight has been on 
the football team in recent years, 
and rightfully so, don’t forget about 
the soccer teams. Both the boys and 
girls are getting underway soon. 
There is field hockey at the high 
school and junior high school level. 

The field hockey team has a new 
coach in Sierra Lenker.

Don’t forget about boys and girls 
cross country, as well as tennis and 
volleyball.

We have so many young people 
taking part in sports in the Middle-
town Area School District. There 
are many ways to measure their 
success, and it’s often not about 
winning. 

As a program, it could be about 
making progress toward building a 
successful program. That’s a posi-
tion the football team was in a few 
years ago, and now it is clear it is 
on the right track.

For the individual athletes, it 
might be about growing as people, 
to stay in shape, or to generally 
learn the discipline it takes to be a 

student-athlete. 
Let’s remember that phrase 

student-athlete. It has become trite, 
but these young people attend a full 
school day and then participate in 
their respective sports. Many miss 
family events or other fun activities 
because they are dedicated to the 
idea of  team.

And let’s also remember that, 
win or lose, sports should be about 
having fun. Yes, for the most part, 
winning will always be more 
enjoyable than losing. But there 
are lessons to be learned in both 
instances. 

Good luck to all the Middletown 
Area High School varsity and 
junior varsity teams. We wish you 
success and good health as we start 
the school year.

A recent look at the GOP’s platform 
on immigration was quite heartbreak-
ing; they want to break up and dam-
age good families. I thought about the 
people I know, mothers and fathers 
who’d be deported — if  Donald Trump 
gets his way — and dozens of  kids left 
behind. I took a deeper look at what 
he’d like to do with legal immigration 
and felt like crying: if  Donald could, 
he’d have deported my mother.

I think I’d be safe. I’m a U.S. citizen 
born abroad, but, despite a whole 
career of  service to the communi-
ties she’d spent decades living in, my 
mother — the greatest woman I’ve 
ever known — would not be allowed 
in Trump’s vision for America. We’re 
white and his vision might not apply to 
her; his focus has been on people with 
darker skin and from specific countries. 
Still, knowing my own mother was an 
immigrant makes Trump’s treatment 
of  immigrant and refugee mothers of  
any color feel quite personal to me.

Like thousands of  other mothers who 
hope to come to the United States, my 
mother has never been in a gang or 
done anything illegal. She was a psychi-
atric nurse. She took a legal pathway to 
citizenship, but as best as I can tell she 
is the kind of  person (estimates suggest 
20 million immigrants would be impact-
ed) the Trump-led GOP plan would tar-
get. Trump doesn’t want a human face 
on immigration. That is why he calls 
the targets of  his plans “animals” and 
the GOP leaders back him up. When 
he says: “You wouldn’t believe how bad 
these people are. These aren’t people, 
these are animals, and we’re taking 
them out of  the country at a level and 
at a rate that’s never happened before.” 
It is a GOP trick; when he is challenged 
for his racist statement the GOP can ac-
cuse Democrats of  defending criminals 
and wanting “open borders.”

Dirty tricks are old strategy. Dur-
ing the Red Scare of  McCarthyism 
paranoia was created by releasing 
information on the number of  com-
munists pushing subversive policies in 
Congress. During this scare the num-
bers changed on a regular basis, and 
people were left debating “how many 
are there?” But the truth turned out 
to be that it was all manufactured. It is 
similar to the chicanery used in con-
necting the Democratic party to its rac-
ist history. The Democratic Party had 
to undergo a serious evolution to break 
from being the party of  the KKK and 
resistance to the Republican party’s 
reconstruction in order to become the 
party of  civil rights and equality, but it 
did. The underhanded ploy is making 
the 1916 Democratic party association 
to the Klan more important than the 
Klans endorsement of  Trump in 2016.

We must put the real faces to the sto-
ry and force the GOP to be honest just 
like Democrats had to be forthcoming 
about its racist inequality in the 1960’s. 
It isn’t easy, but it is honest. Blocking 
mothers from immigrating to our land 
is just wrong. All the falsehoods smear-
ing a handful of  hateful cases onto 
thousands of  law-abiding families won’t 
wash to anyone who looks with clear 
and critical eyes at the facts and at the 
family values we claim to possess.

The GOP needs to evolve to stop sup-
porting hateful policies, rhetoric and vi-
sion of  the divisive president. The GOP 
could use a Kennedy moment. In 1963, 
JFK said: “One hundred years of  delay 
have passed since President Lincoln 
freed the slaves, yet their heirs, their 
grandsons, are not fully free. They are 
not yet freed from the bonds of  injus-
tice. They are not yet freed from social 
and economic oppression.” It outraged 
many white Southerners, but the coun-
try needed to progress toward equality. 

Anyone who honestly believes in 
family values needs to be in the streets 
using nonviolent resistance to protect 
these families and good people being 
threatened. Nobody gets off easy; this is 
too important. A strong message needs 
to be sent. It would be great if  conserva-
tives would share in the message of  an 
American dream and freedom for all.

Wim Laven is a doctoral candidate in 
International Conflict Management at 
Kennesaw State University. He teaches 
courses in political science and conflict 
resolution, and is on the Governing 
Council of  the International Peace Re-
search Association.

Multivitamins can help overfed, undernourished Americans

EDITORIALVIEW

To all the Middletown Area High School 
sports teams, we wish you success

About 15 years ago, when I was a ju-
nior high school teacher in Brooklyn, I 
asked some of  my students where they 
looked forward to spending their sum-
mer vacation, and one of  my Puerto 
Rican students mentioned that she 
loved to go to Lancaster, Pennsylvania, 
to visit her family. Having just attend-
ed college in the area, this caught my 
attention. Later, after I was married, I 
watched my wife’s Puerto Rican fam-
ily uproot from New York City to also 
move to Lancaster.

According to numbers, this is not 
a coincidence. Pew Research Center 
Report indicated that in 2015, 50,000 
people left the island of  Puerto Rico for 
mainland United States, with Pennsyl-
vania being the second most popular 
destination. Another study indicated 
that 42 percent of  the people polled 
cited “jobs” as the reason for leaving. 
This number increases to 62 percent 
for Mexican-born immigrants.

Finding work after such a move 
comes with a host of  inherent and 
varying challenges. As a workers’ 
compensation attorney, I’ve noticed 
that Latino workers face a serious chal-
lenge when they are injured on the job. 
Language and cultural barriers, com-
bined with Pennsylvania’s complex 
workers’ compensation system can be 
a recipe for frustration and confusion.

First, many injured workers usually 
face some surprises. Most expect to 
continue to receive in workers’ com-
pensation benefits what they made in 
weekly earnings. Yet, in most circum-
stances wage loss benefits are roughly 
60 percent of  an injured worker’s 
earnings. Additionally, many workers 
are surprised that they face up to 12 
months or more in court if  their claim 
is denied. 

Having diminished or no income dur-
ing this time period means the stakes 
are quite high after a work injury. 
While many Latino workers fear they 
may lose their job if  they pursue work-
ers’ compensation benefits, failing to 
pursue benefits could mean years of  
medical treatment and no income with 
no help.

Second, injured workers are not 

always aware that they have the right 
to a professional interpreter, often at 
no cost. For Latino clients who are not 
fluent in English, communicating with 
medical providers and lawyers can 
mean the differences between having a 
successful claim or not. The workers’ 
compensation court system is well pre-
pared to address language difficulties, 
and the Spanish-language interpreters 
in Central Pennsylvania are top-notch. 
The Pennsylvania Department of  Hu-
man Services also provides language 
services for medical appointments at 
no cost for those that participate in its 
services.

In some cases, a work injury forces 
an injured worker to assess whether 
he or she is capable of  performing the 
job they had before they were injured 
without serious risk of  re-injury. This 
can be an especially scary thought for 
workers who have been in one job or 
career for many years. Yet, a great re-
source for addressing this problem can 
be Vocational Rehabilitation though 
the Office of  Vocational Rehabilita-
tion, which exists to help Pennsylvania 
residents with disabilities prepare 
for, obtain, or maintain employment. 
This can be an excellent resource for 

injured workers seeking to return to 
employment following a work injury.

One of  the sad realities of  the work-
ers’ compensation system in Pennsyl-
vania is that it is not intended to make 
you the way you were before you were 
hurt. Our workers do not ask to be 
hurt, yet they must deal with insur-
ance companies constantly attempting 
to stop their benefits. Often, they live 
with the pain and limitations of  an 
injury for the rest of  their life, and are 
forced to find a new job.

While there is no perfect formula for 
success in workers’ compensation, and 
success is measured differently in each 
case, it’s important to be aware of  the 
resources available to injured work-
ers, especially if  cultural or language 
barriers might play a role. These 
resources can greatly increase your 
likelihood of  success in the workers’ 
compensation system of  Pennsylvania. 
Sometimes, all you need to overcome a 
challenge is a little help.

Steven R. Ryan is a certified workers’ 
compensation specialist with Frommer, 
D’Amico, Anderson of  Harrisburg. He 
can be contacted at sryan@mycom-
plawyers.com.

Pa.’s growing Latino workers need support
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Family 
values, Mr. 
President?

Americans are eating more than 
ever. Today, the average adult con-
sumes about 3,700 calories per day. 
That’s nearly 30 percent more than we 
ate in 1961 — and about double what’s 
recommended. 

Despite these calories, tens of  mil-
lions of  Americans are undernour-
ished. Since many of  our extra calories 
are coming from processed foods rich 
in sugar and saturated fats, we’re not 
getting enough nutrient-rich fruits, 
vegetables, and whole grains. 

Curbing our consumption habits   
and trimming Americans’ waistlines   
will be difficult. But Americans can 
start to get the nutrients they need 
with a multivitamin. And our govern-
ment should ensure even those with 
low incomes can have access to these 
dietary supplements. 

Today’s typical diet does not provide 

adequate amounts of  vitamins and 
essential minerals. More than eight in 
ten Americans lack the recommended 
amounts of  Vitamins D and E. More 
than four in 10 don’t get enough of  
Vitamins A and K, calcium and magne-
sium. 

These inadequacies corrode people’s 
bodies. A lack of  Vitamins C, D, and 
K can weaken bones. A shortage of  
Vitamins B12, C, D, and E can impede 
cognitive performance. 

Healthy blood pressure cannot be 
maintained without the proper amount 
of  magnesium, potassium, and Vita-
mins C and D. 

It’s unlikely that Americans will 
improve their diets soon. Unhealthy 
foods are generally pretty tasty, found 
everywhere — and cheap. Healthy 
foods are harder to come by. 

Additionally, eating a balanced and 
healthy diet requires careful planning 
and willpower. Six in 10 people who 
worry they lack at least one key nutri-
ent haven’t actually done anything to 
change their diets, according to a poll 
conducted by the magazine Prevention. 

Multivitamins won’t make Ameri-

cans eat less — and they can never 
replace a good diet — but they can 
prevent nutritional inadequacies that 
seriously harm our health. 

I’ve researched this subject exten-
sively. In a national survey published 
in Nutrients last August, a team of  
experts and I found that frequent use 
of  multivitamins by adults markedly 
decreased inadequacies for a long list 
of  nutrients — including Vitamins A 
and C, calcium, and iron, to name a 
few. 

Multivitamins can also help children 
aged 8 to 18 achieve adequate levels of  
magnesium, phosphorous, Vitamins 
A, C and E, according to a study in the 
Journal of  Pediatrics. 

Unfortunately, fewer Americans are 
using multivitamins. From 2005 to 2012, 
the proportion of  American adults who 
took one dropped from 40 percent to 31 
percent. 

Thus far, the federal government 
hasn’t taken our nutritional insuffi-
ciencies seriously. 

The Dietary Guidelines for Ameri-
cans — which advise us all on proper 
eating patterns — have identified only 

four nutrient shortfalls as “of  public 
health concern.” Yet there are nearly a 
dozen nutrients for which people also 
fall short. 

Given that multivitamins can readily 
and inexpensively fill these nutrient 
gaps, it is surprising that the Supple-
mental Nutrition Assistance Program 
— the U.S. Department of  Agriculture 
initiative that provides low-income 
Americans with a monthly benefit to 
purchase food — excludes these supple-
ments from the list of  covered goods. 
Policymakers can easily expand access 
under SNAP to include multivitamins. 

Americans are taking in too many 
empty calories and too few essential 
nutrients. 

There is a ready solution to one of  
these problems. Policymakers should 
take it. 

Dr. Jeffrey B. Blumberg is a Professor 
in the Friedman School of  Nutrition 
Science and Policy and also serves as 
a Senior Scientist in the Antioxidants 
Research Laboratory at the Jean Mayer 
USDA Human Nutrition Research Cen-
ter on Aging at Tufts University.

JEFFREY 
BLUMBERG

President
Donald Trump: The White House, 1600 
Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Washington, 
D.C. 20500. 202-456-1111 or 202-456-1414. 
www.whitehouse.gov.
U.S. Senate
Sen. Pat Toomey: 248 Russell Senate Of-
fice Building, Washington, D.C. 20510, 
202-224-4254. www.toomey.senate.gov.
Sen. Bob Casey: 393 Russell Senate Office 
Building, Washington, D.C. 20510, 202- 
224-6324 or 866-802-2833. www.casey.
senate.gov.

U.S. House
Rep. Lou Barletta: 115 Cannon HOB, 
Washington, D.C. 20515. 202-225-6511 or 
855-241-5144. barletta.house.gov.
Governor
Gov. Tom Wolf: 508 Main Capitol Build-
ing, Harrisburg, PA 17120. 717-787-2500. 
website: www.governor.pa.gov.
State Legislature
Rep. Tom Mehaffie: district office, 250 W. 
Chocolate Ave., Suite 2, Hershey, PA 
17033. 717-534-1323. tmehaffie@pa-
housegop.com. www.repmehaffie.com.

Rep. David S. Hickernell: 43A East Wing, 
P.O. Box 202098, Harrisburg, PA 
17120-2098. 717-783-2076. dhickern@
pahousegop.com.
Sen. Mike Folmer: Senate Box 203048, 
Harrisburg, PA 17120-3048. Room: 337 
Main Capitol. 717-787-5708. 
Middletown Borough
Mayor James H. Curry III: 463 N. Union St. 
Middletown, PA 17057. 610-533-4751. 
jameshcurryiii@gmail.com.
Dauphin County commissioners
Jeff Haste, chairman, Mike Pries, vice chair-

man,  George P. Hartwick, III, secretary: Dau-
phin County Administration Building, 
2 S, Second St., 4th Floor, Harrisburg, 
PA  17101. 717-780-6300.
Dauphin County sheriff
Nicholas Chimienti Jr.:, Dauphin County 
Courthouse, 1st Floor, Room 104, 101 
Market St., Harrisburg, PA 17101. 717-
780-6590.
Dauphin County district attorney
Fran Chardo: Dauphin County Court-
house, 2nd Floor, 101 Market St., Har-
risburg, PA 17101. 717-780-6767.
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ANSWERS  |  PUZZLES ON B4

Richie Sykes breaks a long run in Saturday’s scrimmage at Hershey. See story, page B1.

RAIDERS GET READY IN SCRIMMAGE VS. HERSHEY

Gage Radabaugh gets the sack.

Jose Lopez spots the hole. Raider defenders bring down the ball carrier.

Middletown police and a Dau-
phin County adult probation 
officer investigating a car parked 
behind Valley Baptist Church in 
the 1100 block of  North Union 
Street at about 10:45 p.m. Aug. 10 
led to charges against a Lancaster 
man.

A check of  the registration 
showed that the vehicle, a white 
Ford Fusion, had been stolen out 

of  Lancaster County, according 
to arrest records police filed with 
District Judge David Judy.

Inside the vehicle, police found 
Jerell Paul Stewart, 29, of  the 200 
block of  Jackson Street. Next to 
Stewart was a black-handled ma-
chete in a sheath, police reported.

A search of  the vehicle uncov-
ered a hunting-style fixed blade 
knife, two syringes, a baggie with 

suspected heroin in the center con-
sole, and in the back seat a metal 
spoon with suspected heroin on it.

Stewart was arraigned before 
Judy on Aug. 11 and charged with 
use/possession of  drug parapher-
nalia, possession of  a controlled 
substance, and making repairs/
sell/offensive weapon. He was 
listed as being in Dauphin County 
Prison on $100,000 bail.

Parked car found behind church turned out to be 
stolen, police say; suspect had machete in vehicle

Local sports coverage focused on your 
hometown athletes.
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EDITOR’S NOTE: The following 
story broke too late to be included 
on the front page of  today’s 
edition.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown Borough Police 
Chief  George Mouchette was 
charged Tuesday with aggravated 
indecent assault without consent, 
criminal attempt of  rape and 
unlawful restraint following an 
incident that allegedly occurred 
in his office in the borough police 
station Aug. 13.

He has been suspended without 
pay, according to Mayor James H. 
Curry III.

Mouchette, 48, of  the 1200 block 
of  Stone Creek Drive in Derry 
Township, is a retired New York 
City police detective who was 
appointed interim Middletown 
borough police chief  in January 
2017 to replace former Chief  John 
Bey, who resigned in December 
2016 after holding the position just 
more than two years.

Borough council by a 6-1 vote 
made Mouchette permanent 

chief  on Aug. 
7, 2017, at an an-
nual salary of  
$96,000 a year.

A c c o r d i n g 
to arrest pa-
pers filed by 
the Dauphin 
County District 
Attorney’s Of-
fice, the inci-
dent occurred 
as the woman 
was meeting 
with Mouchette 
in his office for 
business reasons. Mouchette was 
in uniform at the time, according 
to the arrest papers.

After the woman went to the 
restroom and returned to the of-
fice, Mouchette allegedly grabbed 
her by the arm, forced her up on 
his desk, pulled her dress up and 
digitally penetrated her with his 
fingers, according to the affidavit 
of  probable cause included in the 
criminal complaint filed Tuesday 
with District Judge David Judy.

According to the complaint, the 
woman repeatedly told Mouchette 
“no,” and then the chief  allegedly 

tried to insert his penis into the 
woman’s vagina. 

The woman kept telling 
Mouchette “no” and “stop,” ac-
cording to the complaint, but 
Mouchette did not stop this behav-
ior until the woman agreed to meet 
with the chief  outside of  the police 
department, the complaint said.

Per its policy regarding stories 
involving sexual assault, the Press 
& Journal is not naming the al-
leged victim in the case. Attempts 
to reach her were unsuccessful.

The affidavit goes on to say that 
the woman and Mouchette met 
and had a conversation Friday, 
during which the chief  allegedly 
acknowledged that the incident 
had taken place in his office, and 
apologized “many times” to the 
woman for his actions.

Mouchette was arraigned on the 
charges Tuesday before District 
Judge Kenneth A. Lenker. Bail 
for Mouchette was set at $25,000. 
He posted the amount via surety 
bonds on Tuesday afternoon and 
was released. 

A preliminary hearing for 
Mouchette has been scheduled for 
9 a.m. Sept. 4 before Judy. He did 

not return a phone call and text 
message seeking comment.

In a letter posted on the Middle-
town borough website, Curry said 
that at about 10:45 p.m. Thursday, 
he received “an extremely emo-
tional telephone call” in which the 
caller made “a serious allegation” 
against Mouchette.

Curry said immediately after 
the call, he contacted the borough 
solicitor and “directed him to en-
gage the Dauphin County District 
Attorney’s Office to commence an 
investigation.” 

The investigation began Friday, 
Aug. 17, and led to the charges 
being filed against Mouchette, 

according to the mayor’s state-
ment, which Curry also read in a 
video that has been posted on the 
borough website.

“The Borough of  Middletown 
will continue to cooperate and 
work with the Dauphin County 
District Attorney’s Office,” Curry 
said in the letter. “Second, the Bor-
ough of  Middletown will provide 
reasonable updates when they are 
available and permitted” by the 
DA’s office.

“Our justice system holds an 
individual innocent until proven 
guilty and the charges against 
Chief  Mouchette will be adjudicat-
ed in a court of  law,” Curry contin-
ued in his statement. “That being 
said, effective immediately, Chief  
Mouchette has been suspended 
without pay, as required by the 
Confidence in Law Enforcement 
Act. The Borough of  Middletown 
will move quickly to attempt to re-
solve Chief  Mouchette’s employ-
ment status. In closing, I ask for 
your patience and understanding 
moving forward. I wish to remind 
you the alleged actions of  one are 
not a reflection upon the whole. 
The Middletown Borough Police 

Department is compromised of  
good and talented people, who will 
continue their mission to ensure 
your safety and protection. They 
will continue to do their job. 

“The Borough of  Middletown is 
grateful for the work of  District 
Attorney Fran Chardo, the de-
tectives, and the staff. We greatly 
appreciate their responsiveness 
and professionalism. 

“Finally, and most importantly, 
the thoughts and concerns of  
the Borough of  Middletown rest 
with the alleged victim of  these 
charges. Words do not do justice 
to express the collective feelings 
within our hearts. I am confident, 
however, that where words do no 
justice, the courts will.”

Chardo on the Dauphin County 
Crimewatch website “praised the 
courage of  the victim in coming 
forward and the diligent efforts 
of  the investigating detectives,” 
John Goshert and Todd Johnson. 

Curry did not respond to a 
request for comment from the 
Press & Journal regarding who 
is to be appointed acting chief  of  
the department or for any further 
comment.

George 
Mouchette, seen 
in his Dauphin 
County Judicial 
Center booking 
mugshot 
released 
Tuesday.

Police chief charged with attempted rape
Mouchette suspended without pay after alleged sexual assault in his office

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE PRESS 
& JOURNAL BY BILL DARRAH

“Our justice system holds 
an individual innocent 
until proven guilty and 
the charges against 
Chief Mouchette will be 
adjudicated in a court of 
law.”

Mayor James H. Curry III
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