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Here’s how to  
help backyard  
bluebirds  B2

Silver taken at 
Saturday’s A4

VIETNAM HONORS A3

Public notices in this week’s Press & Journal
• CONEWAGO TWP: Estate of  
W.L. Rexrode. A4
• LOWER SWATARA TWP: Meeting 
Schedule Notice. A4
• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Notice of  
Surplus Distribution. A4
• STEELTON: Estate of  Andrew 

Koppenhaver. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  
Marlyn May. A4
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By Phyllis Zimmerman
Special to the Press & Journal

The lines were long, but the 
mood was merry Sunday at the 
Middletown Home’s Breakfast 
with Santa.

The fourth annual event has 
grown in popularity each passing 
year, receiving around 700 RSVPs 
this year, double the amount 
received in 2016. Hundreds more 
showed up on Sunday without 

reservations.
“We love to do this,” said An-

drea Henney, Middletown Home’s 
director of  marketing. “We love 
to invite the community into 
our home and see what we’re all 
about.”

Nicole Sheehe and daughter 
Sienna, 3, of  Harrisburg, visited 
the home’s Breakfast with Santa 
for the first time this year. “We’ve 

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Judy Douglass can tell you the 
name and number of  every player 
on the Middletown Area High 
School football team. 

She’s most proud of  No. 70, her 
grandson Brendan Douglass. But 
she’s proud of  every member of  
the team. 

Like many Middletown resi-
dents and businesses, she shows 
her pride through the big blue and 
gold balloons and “Raider Pride” 

and “Whatever It Takes” signs 
that are displayed in front of  the 
apartment building Douglass lives 
in on East Main Street.

For good measure, her car has 
a Raider Pride license plate on 
the front.

For two years Douglass has been 
helping to feed the team at the high 
school before every game.

Brendan, now a senior, was on 
the team that came so close to win-
ning a state championship in 2016. 
That experience left Brendan and 
his teammates hungry for more.

“They want this,” Judy said of  
the 2017 team as it prepares for Sat-

urday’s state championship game 
vs. Quaker Valley at Hersheypark 

Stadium. “They 
want to leave 
Hershey No. 1.”

Judy’s roots 
in Middletown 
run deep. Her 
parents gradu-
ated from here, 
she did in 1965, 

and her son played football for 
the Blue Raiders and graduated 
in the 1980s. Brendan is a fourth-
generation Blue Raider.

That adds up to a lot of  aunts, 
uncles, parents, grandparents and 
other relatives, all of  whom help 
pack War Memorial Stadium and 
the away fields for every game of  
the season.

“I’ve never seen crowds at a 
high school football game” like 
the crowds from Middletown, said 
Cheryl Brodish, a New Jersey 

native brought here by marriage. 
Her son Robert “Robby” Brodish 

played football for Middletown, 
went away to college to become a 
teacher, and came back to teach 
here. He’s also one of  the coaches 
under Blue Raiders’ head football 
coach Brett Myers.

“We go to every game,” Brod-
ish said. “Sometimes I’m a little 
saddened by what I see on the 
opponents’ (side), either coming 
to our field or when we are the 
guest. There’s not nearly as many 
families or friend support for other 
teams as I’ve seen in Middletown. 
And that’s every single game, ev-
ery time. We do make a presence.”

The players on this year’s team 
have their own heritage. A lot of  
them have been playing together 
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Judy Douglass stands outside of the apartment building she lives in on East 
Main Street.

‘Raider Pride’: a sign of the times 
Community revels in MAHS 
football team’s second 
straight trip to state title game

Please see PRIDE, page A7

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Police from Middletown joined 
forces with officers from Dau-
phin County and other jurisdic-
tions during a seven-hour “zero 
tolerance” saturation detail 
conducted from 8 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 2, until 3 a.m. Sunday, Dec. 3.

Put together by officers from 
Middletown and Highspire 
police departments, the detail 
followed a similar event that 
was led by Middletown police 
throughout the borough on 
Sept. 27.

Only this time, the detail was 
far more extensive, taking in 
not just Middletown but with 
officers swarming throughout 
Lower Swatara and Londonder-

ry townships, 
and Highspire 
and Royalton 
b o r o u g h s , 
said Middle-
town Police 
Sgt. Dennis 
Morris.

Police made 
15 arrests dur-
ing the detail. Seven arrests 
were made in Middletown, three 
in Lower Swatara, and five in 
Highspire.

Twenty to 25 officers par-
ticipated, including police from 
Middletown, Highspire, and 
Lower Swatara; plus State Po-
lice and a large contingent of  
officers from Dauphin County 

Morris

Area police again 
swarm the streets 
in saturation detail

Ready for Christmas

Please see POLICE, page A7

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY WILLIAM DARRAH

The Christmas tree at the corner of Union and Emaus streets in Middletown was officially lit on Saturday night. For 
more photos, see page B6.

Breakfast with Santa draws 
hundreds to Middletown Home

Nicole Sheehe, 
of Harrisburg, 
and daughter 

Sienna, 3, hang 
out with a 

certain North 
Pole resident at 
the Middletown 
Home's annual 
Breakfast with 

Santa on Dec. 3. 
More than 700 
people RSVP’d 
to attend, and 

more showed up 
than planned.

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS 
& JOURNAL BY PHYLLIS 

ZIMMERMAN Please see SANTA, page A8

More inside
See complete 
coverage of the 
Blue Raiders’ 
win in the state 
semifinals.  
PAGES B1-B3.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

You don’t see many windmills 
around Middletown, but you can 
expect to see some on top of  a 
building just down the road from 
Saturday’s Market along Route 
230 in the not too distant future.

You probably won’t even no-
tice the contraptions atop the 
Friends In Action building un-
less you are looking for them. 
About 6 feet high and 5 feet in 
diameter, they are a lot smaller 
than what you’d think of  as a 
conventional windmill.

You can’t fit a 50-foot in diam-
eter windmill into a canoe going 
up river or into a small mission 
plane, and if  you are going where 
Friends In Action goes, those are 

two of the ways that you typically 
get there.

Friends In Action exists to 
support Christian missionaries 
in some of  the most remote parts 
of  the world.

The group works with com-
panies throughout the United 
States to build the infrastructure 
that these missionaries and their 
families need to survive and to 
function.

That may start with building a 
house. It could require building a 
road, an airstrip, or a bridge, dig-
ging a well, or providing electric-
ity where there is none. That’s 
where the windmills come in.

Friends In Action has received 
permission from Londonderry 

Windmills help mission 
of Friends in Action

Please see MISSION, page A7

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

An agreement has been ex-
tended by two years that calls 
for Three Mile Island to make 
annual payments in addition 
to property taxes to Dauphin 
County, Londonderry Town-
ship, and Lower Dauphin 
School District.

For example, TMI is as-
sessed to pay the school district 
$329,442 a year in property taxes. 
Under terms of  the agreement 
approved by Dauphin County 
commissioners on Nov. 29, TMI 
owners Exelon Corp. will keep 
paying the school district an 
additional $308,259 on top of  the 
property taxes that TMI pays 
to Lower Dauphin, for a grand 
annual total of  $637,701.

That doesn’t count the other 
revenue that the school district 
receives as a result of  TMI be-
ing in Londonderry Township, 
such as money from the earned 
income tax and the money TMI 
gives to support charities like 
the Lower Dauphin Communi-
ties That Care program, noted 
district spokesman Jim Hazen.

Annual 
payouts 
by TMI
continue
Yearly payments go 
to county, township 
and Lower Dauphin

Please see TMI, page A6


