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A 3-year-old child wandered away from 
a home near the 2000 block of West Har-
risburg Pike and drowned in a swimming 
pool at 120 Wayne Ave., Lower Swatara 
Township police said.
When police arrived at 9:23 a.m. Sunday, 

July 31, the child did not have a pulse, said 
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A tie vote means the matter of whether 
to allow a crematory as a permitted use 
at the Fager-Finkenbinder Funeral Home 
in downtown Middletown is heading for 
Dauphin County Court.
The Middletown Zoning Hearing Board 

on Tuesday July 26 voted 1-1 in deciding 
an appeal that crematory opponents had 
filed of the use permit that was granted 
to the funeral home at 208 N. Union St. 
in June 2015 by former borough zoning 
officer Jeff Miller.
A split vote means that the appeal is 

rejected and the permit stands as issued, 
said David Wion, solicitor for the zoning 
board. The board has three members, but 
Tom Germak recused himself after wit-
nesses called by lawyers for the funeral 
home testified that Germak had made 
comments suggesting he was biased against 
the crematory.
The opponents will appeal the board’s 

Crematory still on track

Speak out tonight on 
way council is elected

Residents line the halls outside 
council chambers on Tuesday, July 
26, after the zoning decision on a 
proposed crematory in the borough 
was announced.
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Divisive issue will head to county court as board vote ties at one apiece
“You’ve  
destroyed our 
town so that 
this man can 
make a little 
money.” 
David Lenker (left),  
resident of the first block 
of Shirley Drive  
in Middletown

By Dan Miller
Press And Journal Staff

Borough council will consider a change in how 
Middletown residents elect its members during 
its next meeting tonight, Wednesday, Aug. 3.
Council normally meets Tuesday, but the meet-

ing has been changed to Wednesday because 
Tuesday was National Night Out.
In addition, the start time of Wednesday’s meet-

ing has been moved up to 6:30 p.m. Council 
wants to allow more time for public input and 
for discussion regarding the change, which 
would mean getting rid of the current system by 
which councilors are elected from one of three 
wards in the town. 
Instead, all councilors would be elected by 

residents throughout Middletown.
The change would reduce the size of borough 

council from nine members to seven — the 
minimum required by state law. 
The most council can do Wednesday is direct 

the solicitor to draft and advertise an ordinance 
to make the change. A second vote would have 
to take place at a later meeting before the change 
can go into effect.

Breaking down the wards
Since 1971, Middletown has been divided into 

three wards — the First, Second, and Third — 

Do you want fewer members and no wards?

3-year-old 
drowns in 
area pool

Please See COUNCIL, Page A8

Read the Press And Journal’s 
editorial about the potential  

change on page B4.

Please See DROWNS, Page A8

Press And Journal Staff Photo by Joe Sukle
A 3-year-old girl drowned in this Lower 
Swatara Township pool on Sunday morning, 
according to authorities.
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Vapors, not smoke, linger in the air at Vapeology as owner Ryan Burkett of Royalton discusses how his business plans 
to keep moving forward in the face of a new 40 percent tax on his shop’s products adopted through the 2016-17 state 
revenue law.

Business moving downtown as 40 percent tax increase takes hold
By Eric Wise
Press And Journal Staff

The state’s new 40 percent tax on electronic 
cigarettes and the associated juices has al-
ready started pushing many vape shops out 
of business, but the owner of Middletown’s 
Vapeology plans to stay in business while 
opening a new showroom and lounge.
“We’re doing what we can to stay open,” 

owner Ryan Burkett said. “I hope we make 
it through the storm and benefit from less 
competition.” 

Burkett said he has to support himself 
and pay his business loans, which would 
be impossible if he closed the doors and 
walked away.
Vapeology will move Aug. 15 to the store-

front last occupied by the Xotic Hookah 
Lounge at the southeast corner of South 
Union and Emaus streets, Burkett said. 
Vapeology has been in business two years, 
most recently at 304 E. Main St., and prior 
to that in Royalton. He said he sees a lot 
of potential in Middletown, especially the 
downtown area, with the street and sidewalk 

improvements and the opening of Tattered 
Flag in the Elks building.

Tax threatens business
This year, after the state budget was passed, 

the Legislature crafted a revenue bill that 
raised cigarette taxes and placed the new 
40 percent tax on vaping products, or e-
cigarettes. Cigarette dealers will pay a “floor 
tax,” in which they must pay the additional 
tax on their cigarette inventory that had 

Please See VAPE, Page A6

 
Airport also ready to undertake  
$10 million in upgrades — A2

 

Coach hopes to make volunteerism  
an annual event — B1

Missing: a cat with extra toes on each of its paws
Press And Journal Staff

It’s an unusual classified ad-
vertisement to have to put in a 
newspaper.
Cats go missing all the time, but 

ones with extra toes?
Michelle Croucher had to place 

such an ad in this week’s Press 
And Journal.
Her American shorthair feline 

named Aly went missing Monday 
night, July 25, in the Mountain 
View Road neighborhood.
She and her boyfriend have had 

the cat since last September.
“My brother’s girlfriend picked 

her up and rescued her from a 
house, and they couldn’t keep her 
so we took her in,” she said.
Aly, who she described as friend-

ly, used to be an indoor-outdoor cat 
in Vermont. It was the first time 

Aly got out while in Pennsylvania.
She said she has never seen extra 

toes on a cat before.
“I just think they’re funny,” she 

said.
She has six on the front and five 

on the back. For those of you who 
aren’t cat experts, most cats have 
five on the front and four on the 
back.
There is a name for these types 

of cats: polydactyl, or “many 
fingered.”
The condition is usually found 

only on the front paws. It is much 
rarer for a cat to have it on all four 
paws. They are sometimes called 
“Hemingway cats,” because writer 
Ernest Hemingway had one.
It is a genetic trait but usually is 

not harmful to the cat.
If you see Aly, call Croucher at 

434-5455.

Photos courtesy of Michelle Croucher
Aly, an American Shorthair cat, has gone missing. She 
has extra toes on each paw, an unusual trait.
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PROPOSED AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION OF PENNSYLVANIA
•  P U B L I C  N O T I C E  •

The following is a true and correct copy of a joint resolution of the General Assembly of Pennsylvania 
proposing an amendment to the Constitution of Pennsylvania.  Consistent with the procedures 
prescribed by Article XI, Section 1 of the Constitution, the General Assembly first proposed the 
amendment during the 2013 session and approved it for a second time during the 2015 session of the 
legislature.  As required by Article XI, Section 1 of the Constitution and statutory law, the Secretary of 
the Commonwealth caused the proposed amendment to be advertised in 2014 and 2016.

Pursuant to the original joint resolutions, the proposed amendment was to be submitted to the electors 
of Pennsylvania at the General Primary to be held on April 26, 2016.  However, on April 12, 2016, 
the General Assembly passed H.R. 783, a concurrent resolution that directed the Secretary of the 
Commonwealth to remove the proposed amendment from the General Primary ballot and to place the 
proposed amendment on the General Election ballot in November 2016.

The Secretary of the Commonwealth, therefore, has once again caused the proposed amendment to be 
published here, in anticipation of the General Election.  In accordance with the mandate of H.R. 783, the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth will submit the proposed amendment to the electors of Pennsylvania 
in the form of a ballot question at the General Election to be held on November 8, 2016.  If a ballot 
question is approved by a majority of electors voting on it, the corresponding amendment becomes part 
of the Constitution.

Those parts of the joint resolution that appear in BOLD PRINT are the words of the Constitution 
that are proposed by the General Assembly for addition or deletion.  If an amendment were approved, 
the words UNDERLINED would be added to the Constitution and the words in BRACKETS (e.g., 
[Constitution]) would be deleted.  The unbolded words would remain unchanged in the Constitution.

Following the proposed amendment is the text of the question that will be placed on the ballot.  Below 
the question is a “Plain English Statement” prepared by the Office of Attorney General, and published as 
required by law, indicating the purpose, limitations and effects of the ballot question upon the people of 
this Commonwealth.

Anyone who needs help reading this advertisement or who needs the text of the proposed amendment 
in an alternative format may call or write the Pennsylvania Department of State, Bureau of Commissions, 
Elections and Legislation, Room 210 North Office Building, Harrisburg, PA 17120, (717) 787-5280, 
ra-BCEL@pa.gov.

Pedro A. Cortés, Secretary of the Commonwealth

——————

JOINT RESOLUTION 2015-1
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, further providing 
for compensation and retirement of justices, judges and justices of the peace.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby resolves as follows:

Section 1. The following amendment to the Constitution of Pennsylvania is proposed in accordance 
with Article XI:

That section 16(b) of Article V be amended to read:

§ 16. Compensation and retirement of justices, judges and justices of the peace.

* * *
(b) Justices, judges and justices of the peace shall be retired on the last day of the calendar year in which 
they attain the age of [70] 75 years. Former and retired justices, judges and justices of the peace shall 
receive such compensation as shall be provided by law. Except as provided by law, no salary, retirement 
benefit or other compensation, present or deferred, shall be paid to any justice, judge or justice of 
the peace who, under section 18 or under Article VI, is suspended, removed or barred from holding 
judicial office for conviction of a felony or misconduct in office or conduct which prejudices the proper 

administration of justice or brings the judicial office into disrepute.

* * *
Section 2. (a) Upon the first passage by the General Assembly of this proposed constitutional 
amendment, the Secretary of the Commonwealth shall proceed immediately to comply with the 
advertising requirements of section 1 of Article XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmit 
the required advertisements to two newspapers in every county in which such newspapers are published 
in sufficient time after passage of this proposed constitutional amendment.

(b) Upon the second passage by the General Assembly of this proposed constitutional amendment, the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth shall proceed immediately to comply with the advertising requirements 
of section 1 of Article XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmit the required 
advertisements to two newspapers in every county in which such newspapers are published in sufficient 
time after passage of this proposed constitutional amendment. The Secretary of the Commonwealth 
shall submit this proposed constitutional amendment to the qualified electors of this Commonwealth at 
the first primary, general or municipal election which meets the requirements of and is in conformance 
with section 1 of Article XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and which occurs at least three months 
after the proposed constitutional amendment is passed by the General Assembly.

——————

PROPOSED CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT
AMENDING THE MANDATORY JUDICIAL RETIREMENT AGE

Ballot Question
Shall the Pennsylvania Constitution be amended to require that justices of the Supreme Court, judges, 
and magisterial district judges be retired on the last day of the calendar year in which they attain the age 
of 75 years?

Plain English Statement of the Office of Attorney General
The purpose of the ballot question is to amend the Pennsylvania Constitution to require that justices, 
judges and justices of the peace (known as magisterial district judges) be retired on the last day of the 
calendar year in which they attain the age of 75 years.

Presently, the Pennsylvania Constitution provides that justices, judges and justices of the peace be 
retired on the last day of the calendar year in which they attain the age of 70 years. Justices of the peace 
are currently referred to as magisterial district judges.

If the ballot question were to be approved, justices, judges and magisterial district judges would be 
retired on the last day of the calendar year in which they attain the age of 75 years rather than the last day 
of the calendar year in which they attain the age of 70 years.

This amendment to the mandatory retirement age would be applicable to all judges and justices 
in the Commonwealth, including the justices of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court, judges of the 
Commonwealth Court, Superior Court, county courts of common pleas, community courts, municipal 
courts in the City of Philadelphia, and magisterial district judges.

The ballot question is limited in that it would not amend any other provisions of the Pennsylvania 
Constitution related to the qualification, election, tenure, or compensation of the justices, judges or 
magisterial district judges.

The effect of the ballot question would be to allow all justices, judges, and magisterial district judges to 
remain in office until the last day of the calendar year in which they attain the age of 75 years. This would 
permit all justices, judges, and magisterial district judges to serve an additional five years beyond the 
current required retirement age.

PAID FOR WITH PENNSYLVANIA TAXPAYER DOLLARS. THIS ADVERTISEMENT IS FUNDED IN WHOLE BY THE GENERAL FUND.

By Eric Wise
Press And Journal Staff

More than 600 trees will be cut down 
this fall at Sunset Golf Course in Lon-
donderry Township, in the first visible 
step of a runway improvement project 
for Harrisburg International Airport. 
The Susquehanna Area Regional 

Airport Authority board of directors 
awarded $10 million in contracts July 
27 for the first phase of its three-part 
runway improvement project. 
The authority received an $8.8 mil-

lion grant from the Federal Aviation 
Administration for the first year of 
the project. 
The reconstruction and rehabilitation 

project for the runway and taxiways 
will be completed by 2019 at a cost 
estimated at $24.5 million, said Scott 
Miller, HIA spokesman. 
The board approved a contract with 

Hempt Brothers for $9 million that 
covers costs of subcontractors. As part 
of the runway improvement project, 
trees will be removed from the first 
nine holes of Sunset Golf Course, 
which is owned by Londonderry 
Township. SARAA and Londonderry 
Township approved plans earlier this 
year for the restoration of the course 
following the removal of hundreds 
of trees.
The course will get new irrigation 

systems, vegetation planted to guide 
players through the holes as the trees 
do now, and one redesigned tee box. 
The trees at Sunset were found to be 
in the flight path for the airport, which 
required their removal as a part of 
this process.

“I think we will end up with a bet-
ter course than when we started,” 
said Steve Letavic, manager of Lon-
donderry Township. 
The course will remain open during 

the improvements. 
“There may be some times we have 

to take holes out of play,” he said.
The township is finalizing its timber 

contract for this fall, in order for the 
harvesting of trees to begin following 
the conclusion of large tournaments 
and events for this season, Letavic said.
“The actual work on the runway will 

start next spring,” Miller said. 
This is the first major rehab for the 

runway since 1996, Miller said. Crews 
will do as much work overnight as 
possible to keep minimize effects on 
flights. 
“It’s been well maintained, but re-

alistically is at the end of its useful 
life,” Miller said. 
In addition to the construction related 

to the runway itself, the authority ap-
proved an oil-water separator at a cost 
of about $850,000 in total costs that is 
intended to prevent oil and fuels that 
are stored at the airport from entering 
waterways.

$10 million in 
airport work 
includes tree 
removal at SunsetBy Eric Wise

Press And Journal Staff

A display highlighting Pennsylva-
nia’s connection with Dwight David 
Eisenhower, the World War II supreme 
allied commander turned president, 
has arrived at Harrisburg International 
Airport. 
Unfortunately, planes used to fly 

Eisenhower dur-
ing his terms as 
president, Col-
umbine II and III, 
were not avail-
able to put on dis-
play. Instead, the 
National Park 
Service had one 
of the former 
president’s trac-
tors, a Cockshutt 
B lack  Hawk 
Model 40, de-
livered to the air-
port’s baggage 
area Wednesday, 
July 27. 
“It’s to promote 

the (Eisenhow-
er) farm and the 
centennial of the 
National Park 
Service,” said Ahna Wilson, site 
manager for the Eisenhower site. 
The airport has been honoring the 
100th anniversary of the founding of 
the National Park Service this year, 
with four large signs throughout the 
terminal since this spring. In addition 
to the tractor, some of former first lady 
Mamie Eisenhower’s luggage will be 
displayed at the airport. 
“We hope to inspire local residents to 

visit the Gettysburg National Military 
Park and Eisenhower farm when they 

return home and visitors to schedule 
some extra time when in the central 
Pennsylvania region,” said Timothy 
Edwards, executive director of the 
airport.
Eisenhower bought the farm near 

Gettysburg in 1950, and renovations 
were completed by 1955, when the 
farm bureaus from Indiana, Ohio 
and Pennsylvania presented him with 

the Black Hawk 
tractor, which 
was said to be 
one of the largest 
in the area at the 
time. 
E i s e n h o w e r 

was delighted 
with some spe-
cial  features 
on the t rac-
tor, which was 
equipped with 
an AM radio and 
cigarette lighter. 
He reportedly 
used the tractor 
for years on the 
farm. 
“It originally 

left the farm be-
cause the engine 
seized up,” said 

Jason Martz, visual information spe-
cialist with the park service.
Airport officials asked for some 

artifact to put on display, Martz said. 
“Conditions in the airport are good 

for a 20th century element, but not for 
a 19th century element, like something 
from the Battle of Gettysburg.”
The tractor had most recently been 

owned by the late Stanley Wolf, a 
retired businessman and farmer who 
collected farm implements and more 
than 70 tractors. 

The Gettysburg Foundation bought 
the tractor from Wolf’s estate, and 
originally tried to have it driven to 
the Eisenhower site. Although the 
tractor had been restored, flakes from 
the fuel tank clogged the fuel line and 

carburetor, Wilson said. 
The National Park Service opened the 

farm as Eisenhower National Historic 
Site in 1980, the year following Ma-
mie Eisenhower’s death. The former 
president died in 1969.

Eisenhower’s 
tractor: Why is it 
on display at HIA?

Press and Journal Photos by Eric Wise

Above, it's a tractor fit for a president: Jason Martz of the National 
Park Service polishes on Wednesday, July 27, a Cockshutt Black Hawk 
Model 40 Tractor that President Dwight Eisenhower used on his farm 
near Gettysburg. The tractor is on display at the baggage claim area 
of the Harrisburg International Airport. Left, Seth Lady of Gettysburg 
helped his father, Jim Lady, and Kyle Hess of Lady and Taylor move the 
tractor into Harrisburg International Airport. The tractor, along with signs 
and Mamie Eisenhower's luggage, will help the airport promote the 
Centennial of the National Park Service and the two sites in Gettysburg, 
including the battlefield and the Eisenhower farm.

“It’s been well 
maintained, but 
realistically is 
at the end of its 
useful life.”

Scott Miller, HIA spokesman,  
on airport’s runway

2nd bridge closed for replacement in Londonderry Twp.
Hollendale Street in Londonderry 

Township was closed Aug. 1 to 
replace a bridge near the entrance 
to Royalton Recycling, according 
to  Andy Brandt, the public works 
director.
Drivers will have to use Water 

Street to reach the western end of 
Hollendale Street for about the next 

six weeks as the box culvert is being 
replaced.
Braeburn Road has been closed 

since June 27 due to the replacement 
of a bridge. 
Construction of the bridge has been 

completed, but guide rails have not 
been installed because they were 
back-ordered, said Steve Letavic, 

township manager. 
He was unsure when Braeburn Road 

would reopen. 
The township will close Beagle 

Road for the third bridge replacement 
project in September, with the exact 
date depending on the progress on 
the first two bridges.

— Eric Wise

Drivers will have to slow down near 
Londonderry Elementary School when 
three speed tables are added to School-
house Road this fall.
Representatives of Rohrer Bus Co. 

contacted Andy Brandt, the township’s 
public works director, to discuss the 
problems with speeding cars near the 
school, and Brandt ultimately recom-

mended the use of speed tables.
The tables will be 3 inches high and 

14 feet wide, Brandt said. 
Tables will be placed north and south 

of the school’s ways to slow approach-
ing traffic. 
The third speed table will be midway 

between the school’s two driveways, 
he said. 

The tables will not interfere with 
emergency vehicles’ use of the road, 
said Bart Shellenhamer, chairman of 
the board of supervisors and fire chief.
The contractor has not yet scheduled 

a time for the completion of its paving 
projects for the township, said Steve 
Letavic, township manager.

— Eric Wise

Speed tables planned near elementary school
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION OF PENNSYLVANIA

•  P U B L I C  N O T I C E  •

The following are true and correct copies of joint resolutions of the General 
Assembly regarding amendments to the Constitution of Pennsylvania that 
were proposed in the General Assembly during the 2015 session. The proposed 
amendments were agreed to by a majority of the members elected to the Senate 
and the House of Representatives. Pursuant to Article XI, Section 1 of the 
Constitution, the Secretary of the Commonwealth has caused the proposed 
amendments to be published here. Were any of these proposed amendments to be 
agreed to by a majority of the Senators and Representatives elected to the General 
Assembly at the November 8, 2016 General Election, the proposed amendments 
so approved would be published again and then submitted to the qualified electors 
of Pennsylvania for approval. If approved by a majority of the electors voting on it, 
the corresponding amendment becomes part of the Constitution.

Those parts of the joint resolutions that appear in BOLD PRINT are the words 
of the Constitution that are proposed by the General Assembly for addition or 
deletion. If an amendment were approved, the words UNDERLINED would be 
added to the Constitution and the words in BRACKETS (e.g. [Constitution]) 
would be deleted. The unbolded words would remain unchanged in the 
Constitution.              

Anyone who needs help reading this advertisement or needs the text of the 
proposed amendments in an alternative format may call or write the Pennsylvania 
Department of State, Bureau of Commissions, Elections and Legislation, Room 
210 North Office Building, Harrisburg, PA 17120, 1-877-868-3772, ra-BCEL@
pa.gov.   

Pedro A. Cortés, Secretary of the Commonwealth

——————

Joint Resolution 2016-1
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, reducing the size of the General Assembly.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby resolves as 
follows:

Section 1.  The following amendment to the Constitution of Pennsylvania is 
proposed in accordance with Article XI:

That section 16 of Article II be amended to read:

§ 16.  Legislative districts.

The Commonwealth shall be divided into 50 senatorial and [203] 151 
representative districts, which shall be composed of compact and contiguous 
territory as nearly equal in population as practicable. Each senatorial district shall 
elect one Senator, and each representative district one Representative. Unless 
absolutely necessary no county, city, incorporated town, borough, township or 
ward shall be divided in forming either a senatorial or representative district.

Section 2.  (a)  Upon the first passage by the General Assembly of this proposed 
constitutional amendment, the Secretary of the Commonwealth shall proceed 
immediately to comply with the advertising requirements of section 1 of 
Article XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmit the required 
advertisements to two newspapers in every county in which such newspapers 
are published in sufficient time after passage of this proposed constitutional 
amendment.

(b)  Upon the second passage by the General Assembly of this proposed 
constitutional amendment, the Secretary of the Commonwealth shall proceed 
immediately to comply with the advertising requirements of section 1 of 
Article XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmit the required 
advertisements to two newspapers in every county in which such newspapers 
are published in sufficient time after passage of this proposed constitutional 
amendment. The Secretary of the Commonwealth shall submit this proposed 
constitutional amendment to the qualified electors of this Commonwealth at the 
first primary, general or municipal election which meets the requirements of and 
is in conformance with section 1 of Article XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania 
and which occurs at least three months after the proposed constitutional 
amendment is passed by the General Assembly.

Section 3.  Upon ratification by the electors, the General Assembly shall enact 
legislation to implement this constitutional amendment so that it applies for the 
first time to the first session of the General Assembly which begins after the 2020 
reapportionment.

——————

Joint Resolution 2016-2
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, further providing for exemptions and special provisions.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby resolves as 
follows:

Section 1.  The following amendment to the Constitution of Pennsylvania is 
proposed in accordance with the provisions of Article XI:

That section 2(b)(vi) of Article VIII be amended to read:

§ 2.  Exemptions and special provisions.

* * *

(b)  The General Assembly may, by law:

* * *

(vi)  Authorize local taxing authorities to exclude from taxation an amount 
based on the assessed value of homestead property. The exclusions authorized by 
this clause shall not exceed [one-half of the median assessed value of all] 
100% of the assessed value of each homestead property within a local taxing 
jurisdiction. A local taxing authority may not increase the millage rate of its tax on 
real property to pay for these exclusions.

* * *

Section 2.  (a)  Upon the first passage by the General Assembly of this proposed 
constitutional amendment, the Secretary of the Commonwealth shall proceed 
immediately to comply with the advertising requirements of section 1 of 
Article XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmit the required 
advertisements to two newspapers in every county in which such newspapers 
are published in sufficient time after passage of this proposed constitutional 
amendment.

(b)  Upon the second passage by the General Assembly of this proposed 
constitutional amendment, the Secretary of the Commonwealth shall proceed 
immediately to comply with the advertising requirements of section 1 of 
Article XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmit the required 
advertisements to two newspapers in every county in which such newspapers 
are published in sufficient time after passage of this proposed constitutional 
amendment. The Secretary of the Commonwealth shall submit this proposed 
constitutional amendment to the qualified electors of this Commonwealth at the 
first primary, general or municipal election which meets the requirements of and 
is in conformance with section 1 of Article XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania 
and which occurs at least three months after the proposed constitutional 
amendment is passed by the General Assembly.

——————

Joint Resolution 2016-3
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, in taxation and finance, further providing for exemptions and 
special provisions.

The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania hereby resolves as 
follows:

Section 1.  The following amendment to the Constitution of Pennsylvania is 
proposed in accordance with Article XI:

That section 2(b) of Article VIII be amended by adding a paragraph to read:

§ 2.  Exemptions and special provisions.

* * *

(b)  The General Assembly may, by law:

* * *

(vii)  Permit a city of the first class to impose taxes for the benefit of 
the city of the first class on real estate used for business purposes at 
a tax rate that exceeds the tax rate applicable to other real estate, in 
accordance with the following:

(A)  So long as a rate variance is in effect, the combined rate of taxes on 
real estate used for business purposes imposed by the city of the first 
class or authorized by the city of the first class for its school district shall 
not vary by more than fifteen percent from the combined rate of taxes on 
other real estate imposed or authorized by the city of the first class.

(B)  The General Assembly shall require the city of the first class to 
reduce the aggregate revenue from other taxes imposed for the benefit of 
the city of the first class both on businesses and any wage and net profits 
tax by the amount of any real estate tax revenues attributable to the 
variance.

* * *

Section 2.  (a)  Upon the first passage by the General Assembly of this proposed 
constitutional amendment, the Secretary of the Commonwealth shall proceed 
immediately to comply with the advertising requirements of section 1 of 
Article XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmit the required 
advertisements to two newspapers in every county in which such newspapers 
are published in sufficient time after passage of this proposed constitutional 
amendment.

(b)  Upon the second passage by the General Assembly of this proposed 
constitutional amendment, the Secretary of the Commonwealth shall proceed 
immediately to comply with the advertising requirements of section 1 of 
Article XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania and shall transmit the required 
advertisements to two newspapers in every county in which such newspapers 
are published in sufficient time after passage of this proposed constitutional 
amendment. The Secretary of the Commonwealth shall submit this proposed 
constitutional amendment to the qualified electors of this Commonwealth at the 
first primary, general or municipal election which meets the requirements of and 
is in conformance with section 1 of Article XI of the Constitution of Pennsylvania 
and which occurs at least three months after the proposed constitutional 
amendment is passed by the General Assembly.

PAID FOR WITH PENNSYLVANIA TAXPAYER DOLLARS. THIS ADVERTISEMENT IS FUNDED IN WHOLE BY THE GENERAL FUND.
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D. DUKE CUCKOVIC JR., Owner

MOLD, MOLD, MILDEW & WATER LEAKAGE IN YOUR BASEMENT
CAUSES HEALTH AND FOUNDATION DAMAGE.

WHAT CAN BE DONE TO FIX THE PROBLEM?
WE WILL GIVE YOU A FREE EVALUATION, ESTIMATE & A FAIR PRICE.

CALL NOW AND RECEIVE 20% DISCOUNT WITH YOUR FREE ESTIMATE
OVER THOUSANDS OF BASEMENTS REPAIRED IN THIS AREA.

CALL (800) 420-7783 FOR 20% OFF!!!

To place your business in the directory contact the 
Press And Journal at: 20 S.Union Street, Middletown

E-mail: info@pressandjournal.com 
Web site: www.pressandjournal.com

Phone: 717-944-4628

Business Directory

Dailey’s Service Station
200 East Main Street, Middletown

717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station
138 West Main Street, Middletown

717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service
231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown

717-944-7154

AUTO SERVICE

Hondru Auto
2005 South Market Street, Elizabethtown

717-367-6644

Sutliff Chevrolet, Don Stago
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg
717-234-0181 or 717-361-7973

AUTO DEALER

Michele Hughes Lutz
Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton 

717-944-5425

FLOWERS

Olmsted Plaza Barber Shop 
1547 W. Harrisburg Pike, Middletown

717-944-9364

BARBER

Rhoads Pharmacy & Gift Shop
17 West Main Street, Hummelstown

717-566-2525

HALLMARK CARDS/GIFTS

Press And Journal Publications
Web & sheet Fed Full Service Printery

For More Information 
717-944-4628 

PRINTING

Sharp Cuts
124 West Main Street, Middletown

717-944-1000

SALON

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Dale Sinniger & Son Electric

717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring
5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg

717-545-6103

HW Wilson Roofing
2161 North Union Street, Middletown 

717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service
3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown

717-367-3724

State Farm Insurance
Steve Lane

735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

INSURANCE

Home Team Training
500 North Union Street, Middletown

717-215-9607

PERSONAL TRAINING

CHIROPRACTOR
PHYSICAL THERAPIST

THE HETRICK CENTER
500 North Union Street, Middletown

717-944-2225

To List Your Buisness Here
For More Info Call 944-4628

YOUR BUSINESS

ROYALTON BOROUGH RESIDENTS
FIRE HYDRANT FLUSHING

Fire hydrant flushing will be 
conducted as follows:

Tuesday, August 9 &
Wednesday, August 10 

between the hours of 9 am & 3 pm.
A slight discoloration of the water 

may result for a short time after 
flushing. Residents should refrain 

from doing laundry during the 
scheduled flushing times.

Thank you all for your cooperation.

Milton Morris
 Milton Lynwood Morris, 86, of 

Middletown entered into eternal rest 
on Wednesday, July 27, 2016, at his 
home.
 A Mass of Christian Burial was 

celebrated on Monday, August 1, 
2016 at 10 a.m. at Seven Sorrows 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic 
Church, 360 E. Water St., Middletown, 
PA 17057.
 Interment was at Laurel Hill Cem-

etery, Columbia
 The family has entrusted the care 

of the Matinchek Funeral Home and 
Cremation Services, Inc., 260 East 
Main St., Middletown, PA 17057, with 
the funeral arrangements. 
 For full obituary or to send con-

dolences online please visit www.
matinchekfuneralhome.com.

Press and Journal Staff Photo by Dan Miller

Volunteer Marissa Carter, left, folds clothing in July 2015 so it can be given away during the God's 
Clothes Closet giveaway last year.

Shop for free at God’s Clothes Closet from 8 a.m. until about noon on Saturday, Aug. 6 at Evangelical United 
Methodist Church, 157 E. Water St., Middletown.  
There will be a  large selection of clothing (sweaters, shirts, jeans, slacks, dresses, coats), hats and shoes for 

summer and winter, plus linens and blankets are available. Everyone is invited.  
Call 944-6181 for more information.
This will be the 10th year for the God’s Closet Closet giveaway, which the church started in 2006. Nearly 450 

people showed up to get free clothes, blankets and other household necessities during last year’s event.

Obituaries

The Department of Environmental 
Protection is accepting applications 
for two programs that seek to reduce 
pollution and emissions. 
The first program offers grants to 

eligible small businesses that adopt 
or acquire equipment or processes 
that promote pollution prevention 
and/or energy efficiency projects. The 
grants provide funding to projects that 

include auxiliary power units deployed 
as anti-idling technology for trucks, 
HVAC and boiler upgrades, high-
efficiency lighting, solvent recovery 
systems and waste recycling systems.
The second program offers rebates 

for battery electric vehicles, plug-in 
hybrid electric vehicles, and alterna-
tive fuels like natural gas and fuel 

cell vehicles. 
These rebates are funded by the Alter-

native Fuels Incentive Grant Program, 
which is supported by a gross receipts 
tax on utilities. 
Rebates are available for new cars 

only. 
For more information on either pro-

gram, go to www.dep.pa.gov/Citizens/
GrantsLoansRebates.

Grants, rebates available for 
small businesses, hybrid vehicles

Residents in the Pineford area of 
Middletown were without electricity 
for about five hours Sunday.
The outage was caused by a faulty 

switch somewhere in Pineford, but 

it took borough crews a few hours 
to isolate the problem, said Greg 
Wilsbach, Middletown public works 
director. Eventually a crew member 
saw sparks coming from a particular 

Faulty switch causes electricty 
problems on Sunday in borough

power pole.
The outage was confined to residents 

of Pineford and of the surrounding 
Hoffer Street area, Wilsbach said. 
Residents were without power from 
about 10:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

 Robert G. Stoudt, 87, of Middletown, 
entered into eternal rest peacefully on 
Sunday, July 31, 2016, surrounded by 
his loving family.
 He was born on August 2, 1928 in 

Sheridan, Pa. and was the son of the late 
Robert M. and Lottie (Fromm) Stoudt.
 He was a member of Evangelical 

United Methodist Church, Middle-
town and enjoyed hunting and fish-
ing. He was also an avid Middletown 
Sports fan.
 In addition to his parents, Robert was 

preceded in death by his loving wife 
of 67 years, June W. (Houtz) Stoudt 
on April 23, 2016, and three sisters, 
Helen Gruber, Winnie Scheib and 
Pauline Stoudt.
 Robert is survived by his three 

children, Craig Stoudt (Darlene) of 
Middletown, Carol Hook (Thomas) of 
Middletown, and Cathy Siegel (Rick) 
of York; six grandchildren, Christine 
Schroll, Nicole Hook, Craig Stoudt Jr., 
Christopher Stoudt, Colin Stoudt, and 
Emily M. Siegel; five great-grandchil-
dren; two great-great-grandchildren; 
one brother, James Stoudt (Beverly) of
Newark, Del.; two sisters, Carol Rei-

ser (Lee) of Tower City, and Bonnie 
Fisher (Harvey) of Wilmington, Del.; 
and many nieces and nephews.
 A tribute to Robert’s life will be held 

on Friday, August 5, 2016 at 11 a.m. 
at the Matinchek
Funeral Home and Cremation Ser-

vices, Inc., Middletown, with the Rev. 
Dan Gilbert officiating.
Viewing will be from 10 a.m. until the 

time of the service at the funeral home.
 Burial will be at Middletown Cem-

etery.
 In lieu of flowers, memorial contribu-

tions in Robert’s name may be made to 
the National Stroke Association, 9707 
East Easter Lane, Suite B, Centennial, 
CO 80112; or to St. Jude’s Children’s 
Research Hospital, P.O. Box 1000, 
Dept. 142, Memphis, TN 38148-0142 
or www.stjude.org.
 Condolences may be sent online at 

www.matinchekfuneralhome.com.

Robert Stoudt

IF ONLY CHILD ABUSE WERE

THIS EASY TO RECOGNIZE.

1-800-4-A-CHILD�

TRUST  YOUR INST INCTS

205311A01

NOTE TO PUB: DO NOT PRINT INFO BELOW, FOR ID ONLY. NO ALTERING OF AD COUNCIL PSAs.
Childhelp USA - Newspaper - B&W - CHPYR1-N-02264-J  “Shopping Bag” 2 1/16 x 5 1/4  85 line screen  

film at Schawk: (212) 689-8585  Ref#: 205311
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The following are the dispositions in 
cases filed by Lower Swatara Town-
ship Police before District Justice 
Michael Smith.

Dismissed
The following cases were dismissed.
Tera L. Chamberlain, 20, of the 1000 

block of North Front Street, Newport, 
cited for harassment as a result of an 
incident on May 17.
Joshua L. Beottcher, 19, of the 300 

block of Sproul Road, Kirkwood, cited 
for underage drinking filed following 
an incident on March 19.

Waived
The following cases were waived 

into the Dauphin County Court of 
Common Pleas.
Marcus A. Adams, 28, of the 300 

block of Grubb Street, Middletown, 
charged with simple assault and ha-
rassment on June 27.
Stephen J. Huber Jr., 33, of the 2000 

block of Cameron Mill Road, Parkton, 
Maryland, charged with DUI on June 
9. Huber had been charged with DUI-
controlled substance but that charge 
was changed to the DUI-first offense. 
Also, charges of careless driving, 
failure to use signals when turning, 
disregard lane of traffic, driving an 
unregistered vehicle and failure to 
have insurance were withdrawn.
Donald J. Weber, 50, of the 10 block 

of South Baltimore Street, Dillsburg, 
charged with two counts of theft and 
access device fraud for an incident in 
February 2016.
Daniel V. Crognale, 49, of the 1000 

block of Woodridge Drive, Middle-
town, charged with simple assault 
on May 26.
Shaun C. Zito, 29, of the 400 block 

of Hollywood Drive, Middletown, 
charged with theft on May 20.
Alecia M. Hain, 27, of the 100 block 

of B Lane, Harrisburg, charged with 
possession of marijuana, possession 
of drug paraphernalia, driving with 
a suspended license and operating 
a vehicle with unsafe equipment on 
April 24.
Karl D. Collins, 35, of the 1000 

block of South 14th Street, Harris-
burg, charged with DUI-controlled 
substance (three counts), possession of 

drug paraphernalia and driving with a 
suspended license on Feb. 8.
Angela R. Lopez, 41, of the 1000 

block of Eaglecrest Court, Harrisburg, 
charged with DUI and DUI-with blood 
alcohol content (0.08 to 0.1) on Jan. 31.
Anthony F. Coleman, 40, of the 3000 

block of Wakefield Road, Harrisburg, 
charged with DUI and failure to sig-
nal on Dec. 14. A charge of driving 
with a blood alcohol level 0.02 or 
greater while license is suspended was 
changed to driving with a suspended 
license and that charge was waived 
into county court.

Guilty pleas
The following entered pleas of guilty.
Chad S. Hastings, 34, of the first block 

of Nelson Manor Lane, Middletown, 
cited for harassment on June 23.
Catherine J. Warren, 34, of the 

Woodbury Building, Village of Pin-
eford, Middletown, cited for public 
drunkenness on June 23.
Jory G. Henry, 23, of the 400 block 

of Kelker Street, Oberlin, charged 
with possession of a small amount of 
marijuana on May 14.
Kareem G. Riley, 20, of the 7000 

block of Stephen Drive, Harrisburg, 
cited for underage drinking on April 1.
Joshua A. Scholl, 24, of the 300 block 

of Caravan Court, Middletown, cited 
for public drunkenness on Feb. 12.
Maria M. Edelman, 53, of the 10 block 

of Country Pine Lane, Egg Harbor, 
New Jersey, charged with possession 
of a prescription drugs by individual 
not registered to do so on June 19. A 
charge of give false ID to police of-
ficers was withdrawn.

Held for court
The following cases were held for 

action in county court.
Matthew R. Hulstine, 41, of the 60 

block of Crestview Village, Middle-
town, charged with driving with a 
suspended license and being involved 
in an accident involving an attended 
vehicle on May 25.
Tyler L. Malehorn, 26, of the 300 

block of Running Bond Drive, Middle-
town, charged with possession of a 
controlled substance and possession 
of drug paraphernalia on May 3.

Guilty pleas, including 2 
for drunkenness, entered in 
Lower Swatara police cases

By Eric Wise
Press And Journal Staff

Parking in Middletown’s downtown 
area is quite a problem, and one 
Middletown councilor set out to find 
out firsthand how people want to solve 
the problem. 
Robert Reid, a First Ward councilor 

and former mayor, set out on foot 
Friday, July 29 to solicit opinions, 
ideas and feedback concerning parking 
issues downtown. He visited in person 
to show the importance of the issue 
and to personally ask for the people’s 
help in solving the parking problems.
“I want people to come back to us 

with ideas of what we can do about 
our parking problem,” Reid said. On 
his first jaunt through the downtown 
business district along and around 
South Union Street, Reid distributed 
a letter asking residents and business 
owners for their ideas with a copy of 

the downtown 
parking study 
that was distrib-
uted to mem-
bers of borough 
council June 15. 
He handed out 
stamped enve-
lopes for them 
to send their 
ideas to Ken 
Klinepeter, bor-
ough manager. 
Reid requested copies of the study 

from the borough office for him to 
distribute. He paid for copies of the 
letter, envelopes, and stamps himself, 
he said. He distributed 20 packets and 
said he hopes to hand out at least 10 
to 15 more. 
The study appears to confirm that 

people from outside Middletown use 
downtown parking for extended times 

while traveling by Amtrak. 
“Those people who want to go on 

vacation for a week should park down 
by the old water plant instead of in 
front of Kuppy’s,” Reid said. Mill 
Street has many open parking spaces 
east of Interfaith Apartments that are 
just as convenient for travelers board-
ing Amtrak as those close to borough 
businesses on Brown Street, Reid said.
“The train station will move and 

alleviate some problems, but more 
businesses will add to it,” Reid said. 
Amtrak has recently begun construc-

tion of the parking lot for its new train 
station, located between the Westporte 
Centre and Harrisburg International 
Airport, which will not open before 
2018.
Tattered Flag has been encouraging 

its patrons to use the borough parking 
lot. Reid said the borough lot and areas 
around it need improved lighting.

The study makes recommendations 
that include a two-hour limit from 5 
a.m. to 9 p.m. on the south side of 
Brown Street, on the west side of 
Poplar Street and both sides of Mill 
Street. A 12-hour limit is proposed for 
the north side of Brown Street. 
Fines for illegal parking in the bor-

ough should be raised, according to 
Mayor James H. Curry III. Parking 
tickets are now $30, with a half-price 
discount if paid within in the first 48 
hours.  
Business owners and residents should 

try and get their ideas submitted to the 
borough as soon as possible because 
Reid wants to review them and be 
ready for council to take action in six 
to eight weeks.
“I think we’ll come up with good 

ideas between residents and business 
owners,” he said.

Reid takes to streets to talk about 
Middletown parking challenges

Reid

Work was underway on the Emaus Street 
extension/ Amtrak train station project last 
week with the teardown of a building along 
North Wood Street. The building was formerly 
owned and operated by Harbison Walker Co. 
PennDOT now owns the property and is doing 
preliminary site work. 
The extension won’t be opened until the train 

station is completed, and station construction is 
not scheduled to start until 2018.

Press And Journal staff photos 
by Jason Maddux

Lower Swatara Twp. Police News
Following is a compilation of reports from the Lower Swatara Twp. Police Department. 

Please be aware all those charged/cited are presumed innocent unless proven otherwise in a court of law.

Charged after two incidents 
on same day

Numerous charges including terror-
istic threats have been filed against a 
Middletown Borough man in connec-
tion with two separate incidents on the 
same day in the township.
Police report Ladhellis D. Charles-

ton, 19, of the 2000 block of Pineford 
Drive, has been charged for his actions 
during the late morning and early 
afternoon of July 22.
According to court records Charles-

ton has been charged with burglary, 
terroristic threats, criminal mischief 
and driving while under suspension. 
Police allege the accused broke the 
front door of a home in the 2000 block 
of Market Street Extended, threatened 
people in the residence at the time and 

drove from the scene.
A second criminal complaint filed 

against Charleston reports charges 
of terroristic threats (two counts), 
intimidating witness/victim and ha-
rassment were filed stemming from 
an incident at 12:47 a.m. also on July 
22. Allegations were made the accused 
sent numerous texts and made several 
calls threatening a township resident 
in the case.

Hit-and-run suspect 
arrested, charged

Nicholas T. Hamilton, 23, of the 500 
block of Willow Street, Highspire, has 
been arrested and charged in connec-
tion with a hit-and-run crash at 6:44 
p.m. July 23 on South Eisenhower 
Boulevard, police report.
Court records note Hamilton has been 

charged with DUI-controlled sub-
stance, aggravated assault by vehicle 
while DUI, accidents involving injury, 
possession of drug paraphernalia, fail-
ure to give information or render aid, 
accident involving damage to vehicle, 
failure to notify police about accident 
and reckless driving.
The arresting officer reported the 

accused was driving a 2012 VW Jetta 
that struck the rear of a 2015 Subaru 
Forrester. Hamilton left the scene of 
the crash but was subsequently stopped 
by police when he was seen driving in 
the same area of the crash, the criminal 
complaint noted. Hamilton spoke with 
slurred speech and was taken into 
custody, police said. Police added a 
hypodermic needle was found in the 
accused’s car.
Two adults, two teenagers and a 

child were in the car that was struck. 
Police said the driver of the vehicle, 
the teenagers and the child were taken 
to an area hospital after complaining of 
neck pain. A report about their condi-
tion was not noted by police.
Hamilton was taken to the Dauphin 

County Judicial Center, where coor-
dination tests were given after which 
he agreed to provide blood that was 
tested for the possible presence of 
intoxicants. Results of the blood tests 
were not reported.
The accused was arraigned on July 23 

and placed in Dauphin County Prison 
after being unable to post $30,000 
cash bail.
Hamilton is scheduled for a prelimi-

nary hearing on the case before District 
Justice Michael Smith on Aug. 4.

Clearing the way for Emaus Street extension
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You go everywhere we go:  
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$10 (yard sales) 
$15 (non-commercial) 
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Legal & Public Notices: 
Call or email for pricing 

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
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COMMUNITY

PRINT&WEB
$10 (yard sales) 
$15 (non-commercial) 
$25 (commercial)

Legal & Public Notices 
call or email for pricing 

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
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Construction
Home Improvement

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured
for Your

Protection 
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating

Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Licensed Electricians  •  Fully Insured

40 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Free Estimates • 944-3419 or 944-6766

DALE A. SINNIGER & SON

•New & Old Wiring
•Code Updates
•Phone & TV  
  Cable Wiring
•Electric Heat
•Electric Smoke 
  Detectors

Employment
Middletown Area 
School District

is accepting applications for the following positions:

• Part-Time Human 
Resources Secretary

• Third Shift Custodian
Visit raiderweb.org for application requirements

EOEPress And JournAl

Free
MAIL SUBSCRIBERS 

ADVERTISE

The Free Ad Exchange is a 
benefit to all mail subscribers 

of the Press And Journal.
Each subscriber is allowed one free 

ad of 25words or less per month. 
No businesses (including 

babysitting), homes or trailers for 
sale or rent, no real estate, or 

garage or yard sales, or 
unsigned ads will be accepted.

Send to:
Press And Journal
20 S. Union Street

Middletown, PA 17057

                                                       ❑ For Sale               ❑ Wanted

Phone Number ________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

Name __________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address _________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Signature ______________________________________________________________

Be sure to include phone number

NOTICE OF 
ZONING HEARING  
DOCKET 2016-03

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
the Lower Swatara Township Zon-
ing Hearing Board will hold a Public 
Hearing at the request of the property 
owner Sovran Acquisition LTP for a 
variance from the provisions of the 
Lower Swatara Township Code of 
Ordinances, as amended, as follows: 
a variance from Chapter 27 Zoning, 
Part 10. Industrial Park District (I-P) 
§ 27-1005.4(A) – Setback Require-
ments, §27-1005.6 – Internal Building 
Setback Requirements, §27-1005.9.A 
(2) & (3) – Landscaping Requirements, 
§27-1005.9.B – Landscaping Require-
ments and §27-1006.A. (1) – Off-Street 
Parking Requirements. The subject 
property is located at 3271 Fulling 
Mill Road, Middletown, PA 17057, Tax 
Parcel No. 36-007-010. The property 
is located in the Industrial Park (I-P) 
District.

A Hearing will be held Wednesday, 
August 10, 2016, at 7:00 PM at the 
Lower Swatara Township Municipal 
Building, 1499 Spring Garden Drive, 
Middletown, Pennsylvania.

All interested parties are invited 
to attend.

Randall Breon
Chairman

#209 0727-2T
www.publicnoticepa.com

NOTICE OF AUDIT
The accompanying concise financial statements are hereby presented in ac-

cordance with Section 8 of the Pennsylvania Municipality Authority Act.
HIGHSPIRE BOROUGH AUTHORITY

BALANCE SHEET
DECEMBER 31, 2015

ASSETS
Cash and cash equivalents $    764,591
Accounts receivable-Lower Swatara Township Municipal
     Authority, share of construction and improvement costs 546,282
Accrued interest receivable 5
          Total assets $ 1,310,878
LIABILITIES AND FUND BALANCES
LIABILITIES
     Accounts payable  $    140,635
     Retainage payable 13,939
  Total liabilities 154,574
FUND BALANCES
     Restricted-construction and improvements 754,082
     Unassigned 402,222
          Total fund balances  1,156,304
          Total liabilities and fund balances  

          $ 1,310,878

HIGHSPIRE BOROUGH AUTHORITY
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES AND CHANGES IN FUND 

BALANCE
YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2015

REVENUES
     Lease rentals-Borough of Highspire $      20,000
     Investment income  206
          Total revenues 20,206
EXPENDITURES
     Administrative expenses 53,819
     Construction and improvement costs 225,305
          Total expenditures 279,124
          Excess of revenues over (under) expenditures                       (258,918)
OTHER FINANCING SOURCES (USES)
     Lower Swatara Township Municipal Authority-
          share of construction and improvement costs 149,393
          Excess revenues and other sources over
             (under) expenditures and other uses (109,525)
FUND BALANCE, BEGINNING OF YEAR 1,265,829
          FUND BALANCE, END OF YEAR  $ 1,156,304

We, the duly appointed auditors of the Highspire Borough Authority, for the year 
ended December 31, 2015, do hereby certify that the above statements are a 
true and correct statement from our Auditor’s Report filed with the Pennsylvania 
Department of Community and Economic Development on July 22, 2016.

#212 0803-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICES

PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

Motorcycle

FOR RENT

FOR RENT - If you have something 
to rent, give us a call. We’ll put your 
ad in the Press & Journal. Thursday 
and Friday are the best days to call. 
Deadline for classifieds is Monday at 
9 a.m. All Classified line ads must be 
paid in advance. Call 717-944-4628. 
(1/1TF)

APARTMENT FOR rent – Large, 
clean, one bedroom, $600/month, plus 
electric and gas. No pets, no smoking. 
Call 717-395-3142. (8/3)

APARTMENTS/STORAGE Space 
For Rent in downtown Middletown 
available through August: 1, 2, and 
3 bedroom apartments and standard 
climate controlled storage space. For 
details, rates and showing, call 717-
441-2790 or 717-497-7064. (8/31)

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best 
selection of affordable rentals. Full/ 
partial weeks. Call for FREE brochure. 
Open daily. Holiday Resort Services. 
1-800-638-2102. Online reservations: 
www.holidayoc.com

LOST & FOUND

MISSING SINCE 7/25/16: Lost 
striped black/gray/white small cat 
with extra toes on all feet. Lost in 
Mountain View Rd. neighborhood. 
Friendly, responds to name, Aly. If 
found, please contact Michelle at 
717-434-5455. (8/3)

MISCELLANEOUS

QUICKBOOKS & PAYROLL Train-
ing Program! Online Career Training 
can get you job ready! Ask about our 
Laptop Program! HS Diploma/GED 
required. 1-877-649-3155

SAWMILLS from only $4397.00- 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill – Cut lumber any dimension.  
In stock ready to ship!  Free info/DVD: 
www.NorwoodSawmills.com 1-800-
578-1363 Ext. 300N

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here. Get 
hands on training as FAA certified 
Aviation Technician. Financial Aid 
for qualified students. Job placement 
assistance. CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 877-207-0345

Pursuant to §128.85 of the Penn-
sylvania Department of Agriculture 
Title 7 regulations, GROWMARK 
FS, LLC. hereby gives notice of 
ground application of “Restricted 
Use Pesticides” for the protection of 
agricultural crops in municipalities in 
Pennsylvania during the next 45 days. 
Residents of contiguous property to 
our application sites should contact 
your local GROWMARK FS, LLC. 
facility for additional information. 
Concerned Citizens should contact: 
Michael Layton, MGR. Safety & 
Environment, mlayton@growmarkfs.
com GROWMARK FS, LLC. 308 N.E. 
Front Street, Milford, DE 19963. Call 
302-422-3002

Yard Sales
RUN YOUR SALE HERE FOR $10

Ad will appear for 7 days on the 
Press And Journal Website: www.pressandjournal.com 

PAID IN ADVANCE         717-944-4628
e-mail: info@pressandjournal.com

Deadline: Monday 1 pm
Ad will be republished both in print and online 
FREE if your sale is cancelled due to weather.

THREE FAMILY YARD SALE
Sat., Aug. 6  •  8 a.m.-?

626 N. Pine St., Middletown
Lamps, VHS tapes, holiday items, jewelry, games, Home 
Interior, small TV/projector, TV converters, much more! 

Rain date later.

NOTICE
On 4/19/16 Articles of Incorpora-

tion for Mockingbird Services, Inc. 
were filed under the provisions of the 
Pennsylvania Business Corporation 
Law of 1988.  On 6/29/16 Mockingbird 
Services, Inc. registered the fictitious 
name “Visiting Angels of Hershey”, 924 
E. Chocolate Ave. Hershey PA 17033, 
pursuant to the Fictitious Names Act, 
Act 1982. Parties to the registration are: 
Brian O’Hagan and Kathleen O’Hagan, 
at same address.

#213 0803-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICES

FREE AD EXCHANGE
For Mail Subscribers

For Sale: Motorcycle, 2011 Su-
zuki 650, low mileage – 2,200. Asking 
$3,000. Call 717-939-7558.

You got it...
Someone else 

wants it...
ADVERTISE 

IN THE 
CLASSIFIEDS

previously been taxed at the 
old rate. 
For vape shops, the 40 

percent tax applies to all 
inventory as of Oct. 1, so a 
store must pay $800 in tax 
to the state by Oct. 1 for 
every $2,000 of products it 
has in stock.  
“The e-cigarette revenue 

package was supported by 
Republicans and Democrats 
in the House and Senate to 
help fund the bipartisan, 
compromise budget that 
makes progress toward 
reducing our structural 
deficit,” said Kevin Hensil, 
communications director 
for the state Department of 
Revenue. “Additionally, the 
package addresses changes 
to the use of tobacco and 

helps to level the playing 
field for consumers and the 
industry.”
The law, passed July 13, 

taxes “e-cigarettes, liquids 
or any other substance that 
goes into e-cigarettes,” with 
the payment due by Dec. 29, 
Hensil said.
“It took me two years to 

bring my inventory to where 
it is,” Burkett said. “Now 
small business owners must 
come up with a payment of 
nearly half the value of their 
inventory.”
Individual users will be re-

quired to pay the 40 percent 
tax on products they order 
that are shipped from other 
states.
For those who use elec-

tronic cigarettes, that means 
that the cost of quitting 
cigarettes got 40 percent 

higher, Burkett said. 
“Out of 330 shops in 

Pennsylvania, 250 will go 
out of business,” Burkett 
said, based on what he heard 
from the industry’s recent 
estimates.
“I just look at it as 2,500 

people in the state losing 
their jobs,” said Zachary 
Ruby, manager of Vapeol-
ogy. “I thought the point 
was to make jobs, not take 
them away.” 
There’s no secret to figure 

out why the state is so eager 
to tax vaping, especially in 
light of statistics that show 
half a million people in 
Pennsylvania quit smoking 
by vaping, Burkett said. He 
said legislators see it as a 
way to make up revenue 
lost from declining sales of 
traditional cigarettes.
Previous stand-alone bills 

imposing taxes on e-cigs 
and related products have 
failed in the General Assem-
bly, but legislators voted in 
support of the new tax when 
it was a part of the 2016-17 
revenue bill. 
In addition to the tax on 

vaping products, the rev-
enue law increased the state 
tax on cigarettes to $2.60 per 
pack, an increase of $1 per 
pack. It also placed a 55-cent 
per ounce tax (no less than 
66-cents per package) on 
roll-your-own cigarette to-
bacco, pipe tobacco, snuff, 
chewing tobacco and other 
tobacco products. Cigars 
were not subject to any 
increase from this law.

Juices are key
Burkett keeps more than 

100 products in stock and 
tells shop visitors he can 
help anyone find a flavor he 
or she will enjoy. For him 
the purpose of Vapeology 
is simple: “We get people 
to quit smoking.” That 
includes himself, as he was 
able to stop smoking only by 
vaping, not by other quitting 

strategies he tried. 
During the year he’s been 

open on Main Street, many 
people have stopped in to 
try to buy tobacco products, 
which he refuses to sell. 
“That’s what we’re getting 
away from,” he said. 
While Ruby admits that 

gas stations and other retail-
ers may offer some e-cigs 
or vaping products, they 
simply do not compete. 
Typically, gas stations carry 
vaping juices in limited 
flavors that are produced by 
tobacco companies, he said. 
“We have the good stuff 

and the selection,” Burkett 
said. He provides custom-
ers who are 18 or older 
with samples Vapeology’s 
own juices, blended on 
site, as well as a variety of 
flavors from independent 
producers. 
Pennsylvania’s new 40 

percent excise tax has made 
it impossible for Vapeology 
to remain competitive in 
selling its juices outside the 
state, Burkett said. 
Vaping advocates are plan-

ning to hold a rally in 
opposition to the tax on 
e-cigarettes at the Penn-
sylvania Capitol in late 
September when both the 
House of Representatives 
and Senate return from sum-
mer recess. The date has not 
yet been set. 
In addition to the new 

tax in Pennsylvania, vape 
shops must now deal with 
regulations released in May 
from the Food and Drug 
Administration, the first 
regulations placed on what 
has been an unregulated 
industry. Under the new 
rules, a provision that will 
take effect in two years will 
prevent Burkett and shops 
like his from continuing 
to produce his own juices. 
Each flavor and strength 
will require an application 
to the FDA that will cost $1 
million or more. 

VAPE
Continued From Page One

By Eric Wise
Press And Journal Staff

Burglars have recently targeted 
two areas of Middletown in a se-
ries of thefts, Middletown police 
reported. 
In the southwest section of town, 

someone has broken into sheds and 
taken items — often tools — from 
people’s yards at night in a series of 
incidents, said Sgt. Richard Hiester 
of Middletown Police Department.
A resident of the 200 block of Wil-

son Street reported that someone 
broke into a shed and stole a saw 
on Saturday night, July 30. 
The previous night, July 29, a 

resident reported that a white man, 

possibly in his 40s, was seen trying 
to take a ladder and a blue nylon 
bag of carpentry tools from a prop-
erty near Ann and Wood streets. 
He may have a mustache and was 
wearing a black muscle shirt and 
blue jeans. The man dropped the 
items and left the scene walking 

east on Ann Street. 
In an incident July 5, a resident 

reported that an air compressor, 
a compression tester and a fuel 
disconnect kit were stolen from 
the 300 block of South Lawrence 
Street. 
Another incident that may be 

related was reported June 17 when 
small tools and a propane bottle 
were taken from the 200 block of 
Russell Avenue. 
Hiester said a second group of 

burglaries of copper pipe has been 
reported with vacant homes in 
Middletown. 
Copper pipes and a water meter 

were stolen from a home at the 
400 block of Woodland Avenue on 

July 28. A thief took the same items 
from a home at the 1100 block of 
Vine Street in another crime re-
ported July 25. 
Copper pipes were also reportedly 

stolen June 25 from a home at the 
600 block of east Adelia Street. 
There may be additional thefts 

from vacant or bank-owned homes 
that are not monitored by their own-
ers regularly, Hiester said. 
“If anybody is aware of a vacant 

house nearby, keep an eye on it 
in case people are breaking in,” 
Hiester said. 
Residents should keep doors and 

windows locked in their homes, 
out buildings and vehicles, Hiester 
said. 

Burglaries reported in two areas 
of Middletown; tools, pipe taken

“If anybody is aware of 
a vacant house nearby, 
keep an eye on it in 
case people are  
breaking in.”

Sgt. Richard Hiester
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AUGUST 22-27
Monday-Saturday until 11 pm

Rides Open Daily 2 pm • Noon on Saturday
FREE ENTERTAINMENT NIGHTLY
Competitive & Agricultural Exhibits

www.pafairs.org/etownfair

“An American Tradition”
FAIR
ELIZABETHTOWN

43rdCONCEALED
CARRY CLASS

RESIDENTS OF THE 106th DISTRICT ARE 
INVITED TO REP. JOHN PAYNE'S

Attorney Matt Menges will discuss 
Pennsylvania's concealed carry laws and 
an offi cer from the Derry Township Police 

Department will discuss how to safely interact 
with the police when carrying a fi rearm.

SPACE IS LIMITED - RSVP to Rep. Payne's Hershey Offi ce
717-534-1323 by August 29

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2016 • 9 AM - 12 PM
HUMMELSTOWN CHEMICAL FIRE COMPANY

249 E. MAIN STREET, HUMMELSTOWN

Come enjoy an afternoon of fellowship & food. 
Menu will include freshly sliced peaches, ice cream, 
sandwiches & more available for purchase.

For more information, please call the church @ (717) 939-0766

Ebenezer UM Church And Childcare’s

890 Ebenezer Rd., Middletown
Sat. August 13th • 12 - 4 pm

Peach Festival 
Fundraiser

Franz Schubert

DIE SCHÖNE MÜLLERIN
Jordan R Markham

Baritone

Daniel Dorty
Piano

Saturday 8 p.m., August 13, 2016
Saint Peter’s Kierch, Middletown CELEBRATING 100 YEARS OF FAMILY FARMING

Peach Festival
August 6 • 10am-2pm

Peach Picking • Wagon Rides • Kids' Activities 
Face Painting • Concessions & more!

1000 Strites Road, Harrisburg
www.stritesorchard.com

Editor's note: Anne Herald of High-
spire is the daughter of Tom Herald, 
author of the popular Highspire Hap-
penings column that ran in the Press 
And Journal in the 1990s. With the help 
of the Press And Journal, she recently 
compiled a selection of columns into 
a booklet. We asked her to share her 
thoughts on how it came about:

When my father, Tom Herald wrote 
the Highspire Happenings column 
from the early to mid-1990s he prob-
ably would not have imagined that 
25 years later the columns would be 
republished and enjoyed by a whole 
new generation of Press And Journal 
readers. 
He wrote the columns to inform 

residents about news and events from 
local government, civic organizations, 
schools, churches and neighbors but he 
also enjoyed sharing stories of High-
spire history, nature, local landmarks, 
holidays and memories of days gone 
by. These stories are what inspired 
me, with the help of the Highspire 
Historical Society, to republish his 
columns as a way to celebrate and 
help commemorate the 2014 Highspire 
Bicentennial. 
In early 2012, there had already been 

discussion in the Highspire borough 
newsletter about finding ways to cel-
ebrate the upcoming bicentennial. Af-
ter my father passed away in October 
2011, the Highspire Historical Society 
honored him for all of his community 
work by planting a tree in his memory 
at the annual Arbor Day ceremony 
sponsored by the society. It was at 
the reception following the ceremony 
held at the Historical Society’s Wilson 
House Museum which houses the 
society’s collection of historic items 
and artifacts where I got the idea to use 
the society’s archives to republish the 

columns in honor of the bicentennial. 
I first got permission from the his-

torical society to use their archives 
where I knew there was a complete 
collection of the Highspire Happen-
ings columns. Then I then contacted 
Joe Sukle, publisher of the Press And 
Journal, to see if he would be interested 
in republishing the columns. He was 
very enthusiastic about the project 
and so I began sorting the columns 
and organizing them by what content 

would be seasonal and appropriate. 
Joe and I determined there was 

enough content to include several pre-
vious column excerpts once per month 
for the year of the 2014 bicentennial. 
The “Vintage Highspire Happenings” 
as the columns were retitled proved 
so popular that Joe Sukle asked me 
to continue submitting them through 
the end of 2015. 
Many readers have wondered how he 

had accumulated so much knowledge 

of Highspire history and what inspired 
him to share his stories of days gone 
by. My father always had a love of his-
tory and hoped to be a history teacher 
but family circumstances led him to 
join the U.S. Navy immediately fol-
lowing his graduation from Highspire 
High School in 1956. His heart was 
always in Highspire no matter where 
he was stationed and our family always 
considered Highspire our home base. 
We always came back for extended 

Press And Journal Photo by Eric Wise

Anne Herald holds the booklet of her father's columns, Highspire Happenings, that she helped put 
together. She hopes they will help the Highspire Historical Society and the Mount Gretna Tabernacle 
Association with fundraising and recruiting volunteers.

Preserving Highspire’s past by sharing stories of days gone by

Lake Frederic Is-
landers celebrated 

Christmas in July with 
a special donation — 

seven big boxes of 
gifts for the Toys for 

Tots program held by 
local Marines. The toy 
collection was added 
to the islanders’ other 

activities for their annu-
al mid-summer Christ-

mas celebration that 
includes a parade, boat 
decorating, tree lighting 
and a potluck cookout. 

Santa Claus and his 
helpers made their way 

around the islands of 
Lake Frederick collect-

ing toys. 

‘River Rats’ collect donations during Christmas in July event

holidays and stayed with family on 
Market Street so we felt like we had 
a connection here our whole lives and 
we settled here after he retired from 
the service in 1975. When he returned 
he became active in the Highspire His-
torical Society, the Highspire Alumni 
Association, the Mount Gretna Tab-
ernacle Association and many other 
volunteer positions including a lot of 
musical interests. 
Whenever there was a problem or 

situation that required action he liked 
to say, “You have to be willing to be a 
part of the solution,” so when he was 
asked to become a columnist for the 
Press And Journal he was excited to 
accept and knew he would be able to 
encourage people to support and serve 
the community. This was important to 
him because he felt it improved the 
quality of life for everyone. 
My father’s knowledge of Highspire 

was from his recollections and fond 
memories of growing up in town 
beginning when he was born there 
in 1938. As a youngster, he walked 
and rode his bike all over town while 
delivering the local newspaper and 
was often invited in to visit and for 
lemonade or a treat by longtime 
residents and friends. He was always 
outgoing and chatty and liked to hear 
about the past and whatever people 
had on their minds so a lot of his 
stories of days gone by are from first 
and second hand knowledge of those 
who experienced it. 
I think his love of history is what gave 

him the ability to recall so vividly and 
in so much detail all of the stories that 
he shared in his Highspire Happenings 
columns. So many people have told my 
family and me how much they’ve en-
joyed the columns and everyone has a 

favorite that relates to them personally.
In fact the Vintage Highspire Hap-

penings columns generated so much 
interest, my family and I recently 
decided to create a booklet with a 
collection of the republished columns 
from 2014 and 2015 as a tribute to my 
father and in honor of the bicenten-
nial. The Press And Journal worked 
with me to produce a limited edition 
that I intend to share with friends and 
family. I plan to donate copies to the 
Highspire Historical Society and the 
Mount Gretna Tabernacle Association 
with the hopes that they will be able to 
use them for fundraising and recruiting 
new volunteers. A limited number of 
the booklets will soon be available 
from the Highspire Historical Society 
and the Mount Gretna Tabernacle 
Association.
The historical society and tabernacle 

association were two of my father’s fa-
vorite organizations to support with his 
time and talents. He mentioned them 
often in his columns, and I know if he 
were still with us he would encourage 
people to volunteer to help preserve 
their legacies for future generations
The Highspire Historical Society is 

seeking donations for the upkeep and 
painting of the Wilson House Museum, 
and the Mount Gretna Tabernacle 
Association has recently initiated a 
campaign to establish an endowment 
to fund their annual Mount Gretna 
Bible Festival that will celebrate its 
125th season in 2017. To find informa-
tion on supporting these organizations 
visit the Highspire Historical Society’s 
page found on the Highspire Borough 
website, www.highspire.org, and the 
Mount Gretna Tabernacle’s website at 
www.mtgretnatabernacle.org. 

Submitted photo

The Harris-Cameron Mansion will be 
one of 18 stops on the Art Association 
of Harrisburg’s annual Gallery Walk 
on Sunday, Sept. 11.
The mansion will be open free from 

11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Featured will be 
exhibits for the 250th anniversary of 
the mansion, tracing local history and 
the mansion site from the first Native 
Americans through 1941. Also on ex-

hibit is historic clothing on loan from 
the Shippensburg University Fashion 
Archives and Museum.
There will be a presentation on 

the Underground Railroad, slavery 
and Harrisburg’s African-American 
community by local historian George 
Nagle at 2:30 p.m. in the mansion 
parlor. Admission to the presentation 
is $5 and free for HSDC members. 

Harris-Cameron Mansion to 
host Underground Railroad talk

 on June 15

   
   

    
COMING NEXT WEEK:

20 N. Catherine St., Middletown
717-944-6412
www.middletownpubliclib.org

Visit www.middletownpubliclib.org for complete schedule

EVERY WEEK!
FREE COPIES

of Press And Journal
to first 25 participants 

PLUS subscription giveaways

August 10th, 12 pm
Join us for a surprise movie!

(HINT: zoo + utopia + animal animation)

MIDDLETOWN LIBRARY
OLYMPICS

Come every week &
 be eligible for a
prize drawings.

HERE'S 
WHAT 

HAPPENED 
JULY 27th!

Check out our website 
to see if you guessed 

correctly!
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ruling to county court, Aaron Martin, 
lawyer for the opponents, said imme-
diately following the announcement 
of the split decision.
“This vote shows the danger of 

proceeding with a board of only two 
rather than three,” Martin said. “We 
believe we were 100 percent correct 
under the law, and the appellants will 
continue with this onto the court of 
common pleas and we will ask a judge 
to overturn this result.”
When the case might be heard in Dau-

phin County Court is uncertain until a 
written decision is filed by the board.
A written version of the decision 

is to be issued on or before Aug. 16 
to all parties involved, including the 
borough, Wion said. After the written 
decision is issued, there is a 30-day 
window to appeal it.
Travis Finkenbinder, president/own-

er of the Fager-Finkenbinder funeral 
home in Middletown as well as four 
other funeral homes in the surround-
ing area, declined comment, saying 
he had been advised by his attorney 
not to speak.
Mark Daush, a lawyer for the funeral 

home, also declined comment on the 
board’s action.
However, Dausch on July 27 provided 

the following statement by email in 
response to a request for comment 
from the Press And Journal: “It has 
been clear from the outset of the ap-
peal that the appeal was not filed on 
time and that the permit authorizing 
the crematory was properly issued. 
We are very pleased that the zoning 
hearing board’s determination allows 
the permit to stand.”
The zoning board did not deliberate 

during the meeting, as it had already 
done so in private on the morning of 
July 13.
Instead, following a brief recap of 

the case, board member Donald Gra-
ham introduced a motion to deny the 
opponents’ appeal on grounds that it 
had not been filed in a timely fashion 
— within 30 days of Miller issuing 
the permit in June 2015.

Chairman Jack Still called for a vote. 
Graham voted to deny the appeal, but 
Still voted against Graham’s motion, 
resulting in the 1-1 tie.
About 35 residents attended the zon-

ing board meeting, and council cham-
bers was lined with signs against the 
crematory that have become familiar 
sights in many yards throughout the 
borough.
“You’ve destroyed our town so that 

this man can make a little money,” said 
David Lenker, who lives in Middle-
town in the first block of Shirley Drive. 
The decision conflicts with a long-

standing ordinance that prohibits 
incineration in the R-2 residential 
district, he added. 
“You cannot burn trash in your 

backyard, you cannot burn a squirrel 
that you find in your attic, but you are 
going to burn a human body in my 
backyard?” he said.
The crematory will be 5 feet from fruit 

trees and a garden that Jessica Hunt 
uses to grow food for her family, said 
Hunt, who lives in the 100 block of 
North Pine Street. A neighbor grows 
food in the garden for needy families, 
Hunt said.
“How much money are the poor 

people of Middletown going to have 
to spend to keep appealing this type 
of thing?” Hunt said, addressing 
Finkenbinder. “I think you ought to be 
ashamed of yourself. Why don’t you 

put a crematory next to your house?”
The appeal of Miller’s permit was filed 

in February by Charles and Amanda 
Brenneman; Jo-Ann Lauffer; Connie 
Lauffer; and Marjorie W. Rhen, who 
is represented by Michelle Allen, her 
agent under power of attorney.
“I’m not against cremation but it does 

not belong in a downtown business 
district near schools and churches and 
that kind of thing as far as I’m con-
cerned,” Allen said after the board’s 
vote. “It should be out in an industrial 
complex or something like that.”
The appellants testified before the 

zoning hearing board that they did 
not learn of the crematory and of 
Miller’s permit being issued until 
January, 2016. 
Two borough councilors — Dawn 

Knull and Diana McGlone — testi-
fied that they did not know anything 
about the crematory until mid to late 
January 2016.
But lawyers for the funeral home 

said that the proposed crematory and 
Miller’s permit had been widely pub-
licized in the media in stories starting 
in early October 2015.
Fager-Finkenbinder in October 2015 

filed an application for an air quality 
permit to operate the crematory at the 
site from the Pennsylvania Department 
of Environmental Protection. 
DEP is continuing to review the ap-

plication.

“I think you 
ought to be 
ashamed of 
yourself. Why 
don’t you put 
a crematory 
next to your 
house?”
Jessica Hunt, left, who 
lives in the 100 block of 
North Pine Street,  
Middletown

Press And Journal Staff Photo by Dan Miller
Middletown Zoning Hearing Board members Jack Still, center, and 
Donald Graham 

with each ward electing three mem-
bers of the nine-member council.
Each ward is supposed to equally 

represent one-third of the town in 
population — to in theory ensure 
that residents from each part of the 
town are equally represented.
The First Ward sends three members 

to council from southwest Middle-
town. The Second Ward sends three 
members from the middle part of the 
town, while the Third Ward elects 
three members from the north and 
east sections.
But with today’s technology such as 

cellphones, email and social media 
such as Facebook, these geographic 
boundaries are outdated and no 
longer relevant, contends Mayor 
James H. Curry III, who is pushing 
the change.
Several councilors who agree with 

Curry on getting rid of the wards say 
that all members of council today 
respond to the needs of all borough 
residents, regardless of what ward 
the resident lives in.
And while the wards are supposed 

to guarantee equal representation 
on council from all three sections 
of town, the wards in fact are no 
longer equally balanced in terms of 
population.
For example, an exodus of residents 

brought on by the 2011 flooding has 
reduced the Third Ward’s share of the 
borough’s overall population to just 
28 percent of the whole, according 
to U.S. Census data that was used to 
set state House and Senate districts 
in 2012.
The First Ward also lost residents 

to the flood, and to the razing of 
multiple properties acquired by 
Harrisburg International Airport 
through the airport’s noise abate-
ment program. But the First Ward 
still has 31 percent of Middletown’s 
total population.
The end result is that a dispro-

portionate share of the borough’s 
population — 41 percent — lives 
in the Second Ward. 
Under law the three wards are sub-

ject to being reapportioned every 10 
years, Heidi Havens, a spokeswoman 
for the Pennsylvania Department of 
Community and Economic Devel-
opment, told the Press And Journal 
in 2015. 
If the borough itself doesn’t act to 

redraw the ward boundaries to bring 
them into balance population-wise, 
one or more registered voters in the 
town can petition county court to 
force the issue, Havens said.

Too many officials?
As for reducing the size of council, 

Curry says that Middletown has too 
many elected officials for a town its 
size — compared to surrounding 
municipalities — and that going from 
nine to seven councilors would make 
borough government more efficient.
The mayor says now is the time to 

make the change, because council 
is already down to seven members 
because of the recent resignations of 
Robert Louer Sr. from the First Ward 
and Ed Shull from the Third Ward.
Reducing the size of council now 

means that no existing councilors 
would lose their seat, and council 
would not have to fill either of the 
vacancies, Curry has said.
Right now it would appear that 

Curry has three councilors solidly in 
support of the change — President 
Ben Kapenstein, Vice President 
Damon Suglia, and First Ward 
Councilor Dawn Knull.
Three other councilors either op-

pose the change outright, or oppose 
council making the change now — 
such as First Ward Councilor Robert 
Reid — or say that the matter should 
be put before voters in a referendum 

that could go on the ballot in 2017. 
That is the position that has been 
expressed by Third Ward Councilor 
Diana McGlone and Second Ward 
Councilor Anne Einhorn.
“I hope to get a good sense of what 

the community wants and then I will 
vote that way.  I wish we had more 
time and could hold a town meeting 
as I still believe that there are people 
who are not in favor of this or know 
enough about it to make an informed 
decision,” Einhorn said.
Most adamant in speaking out 

against the change has been Reid, the 
borough’s former long-time mayor. 
Reid said that he sees no problem 
with the ward system, and that First 
Ward voters would no longer be ad-
equately represented on the council. 

Referendum not an option
McGlone and Einhorn of the 

Second Ward both say that council 
should allow voters to decide the 
issue in a referendum that could be 
held in 2017.
But Gerald D. Feaser Jr., director of 

elections and voter registration, told 
the Press And Journal that the mayor 
had contacted his department about 
whether this is an issue that could be 
put on the ballot, and Feaser said in 
his opinion it is not.
“The law is very limited on what 

may appear on the ballot,” Feaser 
said.
In 1990, the Commonwealth Court 

made clear that nonbinding advisory 
questions are not permissible in 
Pennsylvania.
“If it’s not specifically permitted 

to be a question for the ballot, it 
cannot be put on the ballot, period,” 
Feaser said.
There are about two dozen laws 

authorizing referenda on various 
topics in Pennsylvania. Common 
issues that go to referendum include 
constitutional changes, debt autho-
rization, tax questions and some 
school changes.
Last Friday, council got an email 

from borough Solicitor Adam San-
tucci saying that getting rid of the 
wards cannot go on a referendum due 
to a change in the borough code that 
was made in 2014, McGlone said. 
To her this as an example of why 
council needs more time to gather 
information and to solicit public 
input before acting on the issue.
Another is the makeup of the wards 

themselves. Right now the Third 
Ward is the smallest in population, 
but the ward includes Woodland 
Hills, the largest tract of undeveloped 
land in Middletown, McGlone said. 
Yet no one is talking about how much 
population in the Third Ward could 
increase if Woodland Hills is fully 
developed, she said.

Moving too quickly?
McGlone said she is open to change 

— she personally thinks getting rid of 
the wards would be a good idea — but 
that the issue is far too important to 
be decided by council alone, without 
a lot more input from residents than 
has been received thus far.
“We can still pursue it. I don’t 

understand the urgency of this right 
now,” McGlone said.
That leaves as the potential key vote 

that of council’s newest member, 
Ian Reddinger, who was appointed 
less than three months ago to fill the 
Second Ward seat vacated by Greg 
Wilsbach. Reddinger has told the 
Press And Journal he supports get-
ting rid of the wards and reducing 
the size of council, but that he will 
vote in accordance with the wishes 
of Second Ward residents. 
If one or more councilors is absent 

Wednesday and a tie vote occurs, 
Curry could break the tie in favor 
of making the change.

COUNCIL
Continued From Page One

Detective Robert Appleby of Lower 
Swatara Police Department. “It ap-
peared she was already deceased, but 
there were dedicated efforts to save 
her,” Appleby said. She was declared 
dead at the Hershey Medical Center.
Police are continuing to investigate 

the drowning, he said. Due to the 
investigation, police and the Dauphin 
County Coroner’s office refused to 
release the name of the child.
The child had been staying with fam-

ily when she apparently wandered off 
and found the pool, Appleby said. He 

estimated that it was a 3-minute walk 
from where she was staying. There 
were no adults at the pool at the time 
of the incident, he said. 
The pool is an above ground pool 

that is about three or four feet deep 
with no fence, Appleby said. “There 
are wooden steps that went right up 
to it,” he said.
“It’s a complete tragedy,” Appleby 

said. “There is something very unset-
tling about it.”
Lower Swatara Township has an 

ordinance in effect since 2000 that 
requires a building permit for any 
pool that is more than 2 feet deep. 

Local ordinances require that the pool 
must be built to the standards of the 
appropriate building code. 

DROWNS
Continued From Page One

Peach Festival to be held 
at Strites Orchard 
 Everything will be just peachy 

at Strites Orchard when it plays 
host to its Peach Festival from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Aug. 
6. There will be peach picking, 
wagon rides, kids activities, face 
painting, concessions and more.
 For more information visit 

www.stritesorchard.com.

•••••

Music in the vineyards – 
if you are old enough
 Nissley Vineyards, 140 Vintage 

Drive, Bainbridge, is sponsoring 
a lawn concert from 7:30 to 10 
p.m.  Saturday, Aug. 6, featuring 
Blue Moon Big Band (big band 
swing). Bring a lawn chair/blan-
ket. No babies, children or people 
under the legal drinking age of 
21. For more, call 426-3514 or 
visit www.nissleywine.com.

•••••

Class of 1966 seeking 
lost classmates
 The Middletown Area High 

School class of 1966 is holding 
its 50th reunion on Saturday, 
Oct. 22. The reunion committee 
is trying to locate the follow-
ing classmates: Cheri Adams, 
Michael Adams, James Critten-
don, Daniel Crider, Anna Good 
Deimler, Michelle Fair, Robert 
Fornwalt, Mary Babinsky Great-
house, Bruce Howard, Judith 
Howell, William Lyell, Trudy 
Moser, Linda Paul, Chris Rog-
ers, Earla Bitner Shay, Patricia 
Stanislawski Souders, Larry 
Squires and Johnnie Thurman.
 Call Gaye Barilla Turpin, 

717-364-5821, Larry Etter, 
717-944-3123, Denny Stover, 
717-579-8165, or Diane Daily, 
717-944-9595.

•••••
 

Elizabethtown Fair  
coming up soon
 The 43rd annual Elizabethtown 

Fair will be held Aug. 22 through 
27 until 11 p.m. Rides open 
daily at 2 p.m., noon on Satur-
day. There will be free nightly 
entertainment and competitive 
and agricultural exhibits.
 For more information, visit 

www.pafairs.org/etownfair.

•••••

Royalton borough fire 
hydrants to be flushed
 Royalton borough fire hydrant 

flushing will be conducted be-
tween  9 a.m. and 3 p.m. Monday, 
Aug. 10, and Tuesday, Aug. 11. A 
slight discoloration of water may 
result for a short time afterward.

•••••

Concert at St. Peter’s 
Kierch in Middletown
 A concert, Franz Schubert 

Die Schone Mullerin, featuring 
baritone Jordan R. Markham and 
on piano Daniel Dorty, will be 
held at St. Peter’s Kierch at 8 
p.m. Saturday, Aug. 13. 
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Sports 

The Pittsburgh Steelers cut former 
Middletown Blue Raiders standout 
Brandon Johnson this week.
After his high school career, the run-

ning back saw limited playing time 
during his career at Penn State.
He was signed June 24. The Steelers 

are in training camp in Latrobe. 
PennLive/The Patriot-News reported 

that Johnson struggled in the Steelers’ 
backs vs. ‘backers drill on the first day 
of practice in pads Sunday.
Johnson’s high school career was 

negatively affected by serious injuries 
in both his sophomore and junior 
seasons. Just prior to the start of his 
sophomore season in 2008, Johnson 
suffered a broken leg. And in the early 
part of team camp in 2009 he was dealt 
another blow when he tore his ACL. 

He joined the Nittany Lions as a walk-
on in midseason 2013. As a contributor 
to the scout team, he learned the system 
and then appeared in the final game of 
the season with the kickoff coverage 
unit in Penn State’s 31-24 win over 
Wisconsin. As a junior in 2014, he ap-
peared in six games, mainly on kickoff 
teams, in wins over the University of 
Massachusetts, Indiana and Temple 
and in games against Ohio State, 
Maryland and Michigan State. He 
never broke into the starting offensive 
lineup during his senior year in 2015, 
playing in 12 games on special teams.
At Penn State’s Pro Day, he impressed 

scouts by turning in a 4.43 second 40-
yard dash and a 39-inch vertical leap.
Johnson is the son of Reginald John-

son and Michelle Thomas.

Steelers cut Middletown grad Johnson

MAHS soccer players help out at food bank

Twenty-one members of the Middletown Area High School boys soccer team 
volunteered their time on July 27 to do community service at the Central 
Pennsylvania Food Bank on Corey Road in Harrisburg. Above, front row, are  Joey 
Spear, Garrett Miller, Zeryab Ibrahim, Cole Golden, Billy Cleland and Tyrelle Gallatin. 
Second row, Jaden Miller, Conner Golden, Jacob Idowu, Tommy Lee, Daniel 
Rodriguez, Jacob Spear and coach Larry Kapenstein. Back row: Dane Ebersole, A.J. 
Fischer, Thomas Einolf, Donovan Brady, Nate Nelson, Hunter Martnishn, Garibaldi 
Mensah and Ben Knisely. Not pictured is Kyle Landis. Right, Hunter Martnishn, 
Dane Ebersole, and Garrett Miller work with the squash. 

Twilight baseball team falls in playoffs
The season of the Middletown base-

ball team in the East Shore Twilight 
League came to a close Friday when 
the squad lost in the playoffs, 13-2 to 
Hummelstown on the road.
In the best-of-three semifinal series, 

the home team won each game, with 
Hummelstown winning a tight 3-2 
decision Wednesday, July 27 before 
Friday’s victory. Middletown won 
the middle game on Thursday, July 
28, 5-3.
Middletown team manager Adrian 

Huber said the deciding game got 
away from them in the fourth inning, 
when Hummelstown had three hits 
that “weren’t hit hard, they were just 
placed right.” That led to four runs off 
starter Tyler Johnston. 
Hummelstown scored four more runs 

with the help of three Middletown 
errors after Johnston was replaced, 
for a total of eight runs in the fourth, 
putting the game away.
Middletown scored first in the top 

of the first inning, but Hummelstown 
answered with two of their own in the 
bottom of the first before the fourth-
inning explosion.
Middletown won at home Thursday, 

with Zach Sims going the distance.
“He got into a couple of jams early 

in the game but battled out,” Huber 
said. “We got down 2-0, but nobody 
got down. It wasn’t one of those 
things where we thought the season 
was over.”
Sims threw about 110 pitches.
“I got up to get my arm loose, but he 

said, ‘I got this,’” Huber said.

The first game at Hummelstown was 
a tough loss. The home team scored 
in the bottom of the seventh for the 
3-2 win.
“Zach Whitman threw a great game, 

but their starter threw really well. I 
don’t think there was a walk in the 
entire game,” Huber said, which is 
unusual for a game in the league.
What it came down to, he said, was 

“they executed and we didn’t.”
The team finished the regular season 

with a 13-11 record for 26 points, third 
place in the seven-team league. Hum-
melstown also finished with 26 points. 
Huber said the team isn’t far from 

winning the league again, despite a 
“huge dynamics change” on the team 
in the last three or four years.
He said the team went from many 

players in their upper 20s to mid-30s 
to mostly 20- to 25-year-olds.
“I don’t know exactly what it will look 

like next year, but I expect a lot of the 
same faces,” he said, predicting about 
80 percent of the team will be back.
“A little bit of toughness, a little bit 

of commitment, and we’re right there 

Hummelstown tops Middletown 
in three-game series to advance

Volunteering is a first for MAHS squad
By Jason Maddux
Press And Journal Staff

The Middletown Area High School boys 
soccer team put aside corner kicks and headers 
for a more important goal on July 27.
Twenty-one players who are trying out for 

the team visited the Central Pennsylvania 
Food Bank on Corey Road in Harrisburg to 
help out with food processing.
Coach Larry Kapenstein said it was the first 

time the team has done something like this 

Please See SOCCER, Page B2

Please See BASEBALL, Page B2

“A little bit of toughness, 
a little bit of commitment, 
and we’re right there with 
anyone.”

Adrian Huber,  
Middletown manager/player

Arturo F igueroa, 
a b o v e ,  R y a n 
Tra fecan ty,  l e f t , 
and Zach Wagner, 
right — seen here 
in action on July 20 
vs. Linglestown — 
were key parts of the 
Middletown team’s 
run to the  East Shore 
Tw i l i gh t  League 
playoffs this season. 
The team lost a best-
of-three semifinal 
playoff  ser ies to 
Hummelstown last 
w e e k . M a n a g e r 
Adrian Huber said he 
expects 80 percent 
of the team to return.

Photos by Gabe Mink, for the 
Press And Journal
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Lowest 
Prices 

on Swiss 
Premium 

Milk

No Card 
Needed 
To Save!

KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE 8/2/16 – 8/8/16

$1lb.

STOCK UP
SALE

ESSENTIAL EVERYDAY 18CT

LARGE EGGS SAVE $1 LB

$1pk.

LESS THAN
6¢ AN EGG

FRESH LEAN BEEF
CHOPPED CHUCK SAVE $1 LB

299
lb.

MUST BUY 10 LB

SANDERSON FARMS FRESH

ROASTINGCHICKEN

$1lb.
SAVE 99¢ LB

USDA CHOICE BEEF
WHOLE 12 AVG
NEW YORK STRIP SAVE $1 LB

599
lb.

FRESH CHICKEN
QUARTERED LEGS

49¢
lb.

SAVE 80¢ LB

MUST BUY 10 LB

FRESH BROCCOLI
CROWNS

$1lb.

X-LARGE HOTHOUSE BEEFSTEAK TOMOATOES

CRABFEST

#1 MARYLAND
CRABS

OUR OWN LUMP
CRAB CAKES

1LB PASTEURIZED

SEBASTIAN LUMP

CRABMEAT

$11
SAVE $3.99 LB

$3ea.
SAVE $1.99 EA

$20dz.

SAVE $8 DOZ

Press And Journal File Photo

Middletown’s Brandon Johnson goes in for a tackle in a game in 
September 2011. He was cut by the Steelers this week.
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231 OAK HILL DRIVE • MIDDLETOWN • 944-7154

PA STATE INSPECTIONS
Lube • Oil & Filter Service

Open 
Weekdays 

8 am-5:30 pm 
Closed Sat.

•OIL CHANGES
•BRAKE REPAIRS
•EXHAUST REPAIRS
•COMPUTER DIAGNOSIS

See Don For:
Your Best Deal For New 
& Used Cars & Trucks

DON STAGO Bus. 234-4444 Cell 940-4963
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg

Sutliff

on such a large scale. They spent three 
hours there, mostly bagging squash 
and zucchini.
Kapenstein said he had heard good 

things from someone who did commu-
nity service there and he felt it would 
be a great fit for the team.
“I do a lot of volunteer work myself. 

It’s a good feeling. It’s good for young 
people to learn about things like that,” 
he said.
He said it was great bonding for the 

team as well as a way to help those 
who are less fortunate. 
“What was nice was that it wasn’t just 

underclassman who came out. Seniors 
were there, too,” he said. “They acted 
as role models for the younger guys.”
Zeryab Ibrahim will be a junior when 

the school year starts. He played for the 
junior varsity last year. He has done 
other volunteer work, including for 
the Capital Area Therapeutic Riding 
Association and on a start-up farm.
He said he liked the idea of feeding 

people who don’t have the means to 
feed themselves.
“Physically being there, you can tell 

it’s a lot of food, and it’s going to help 
people,” he said.
He said he and the rest of the team 

had fun, but they still understood the 
meaning behind the service.

“We kind of made it a competition, 
seeing who could get the most done 
the quickest,” he said. “It was a lot of 
fun and a good way to give back to 
the community.”
He said they handled about 5,000 

pounds of squash.
Chris Gray, volunteer food drive 

manager for the food bank, said quite 
a few schools have teams who do 
volunteer work.
“It was a huge, huge help for us, hav-

ing such a large amount of kids for us 
here to bang out such a large amount 
of work in a short amount of time,” 
he said of the Middletown visitors.
“A lot of the youth don’t have any 

idea that there is such a need in their 
own backyard pertaining to hunger,” 
he said.
Gray said he remembers specifically 

about the Middletown students that, 
even though “for a lot of youth, their 
attention span is two minutes, they 
were very engaged.”
“It was a breath of fresh air to have 

such a good group,” he said.
Kapenstein said he was proud of how 

hard the team worked.
“They didn’t even look at their cell-

phone for all three hours,” he said. 
“They actually paid attention to what 
they were doing.”
He wants to continue such volun-

teerism at least once a year if not twice.

This team has great enthusiasm, he 
said. During summer workouts three 
times a week, they have averaged 24 
participants. About 50 players are 
trying out overall.
“In other years, you struggled to get 

seven, eight, nine kids out” for summer 
workouts, he said.
The official preseason starts Aug. 15 

with tryouts. At the end of that week, 
the varsity and junior varsity teams 
will be set. The season starts Sept. 2 
with a home game vs. Harrisburg. Prior 
to that, they will have scrimmages on 
Aug. 23 and Aug. 30.

SOCCER
BOYS VARSITY

    V JV
08/23* Susquehannock H 4:00 pm 4:00 pm
          Tri-Scrimmage Susquehannock & Shippensburg

08/30*  Penn Manor A 4:00 pm 4:00 pm
09/02    Harrisburg                  H     10:00 am   11:30 am
09/06    Trinity  A 6:30 pm 5:00 pm
09/08    East Pennsboro   H 7:00 pm 5:30 pm
09/10    Bishop McDevitt        A     10:00 am   11:30 am
09/13    West Perry H 7:00 pm 5:30 pm
09/15    Camp Hill  A 6:30 pm 5:30 pm
09/19    Big Spring H 7:00 pm 5:30 pm
09/20    Milton Hershey  A 4:00 pm 5:30 pm
09/22    Susquehanna Twp.  H 6:30 pm 5:30 pm
09/24    Trinity                         H    10:00 am   11:30 am
09/27    East Pennsboro  A 6:30 pm 5:00 pm
09/29    Bishop McDevitt H 7:00 pm 5:30 pm
10/01    James Buchanan        A     11:30 am   10:00 am
10/04   West Perry Senior  A 7:00 pm 5:30 pm
10/06    Camp Hill  H 7:00 pm 5:00 pm
10/11    Milton Hershey  H 7:00 pm 5:30 pm
10/13    Susquehanna Twp.  A 4:00 pm 5:00 pm
10/15    Red Land                    A     10:00 am   --

 * Scrimmage

SOCCER
Continued From Page B1

Middletown Area High School soccer players work with squash at the Central Pennsylvania Food Bank in 
Harrisburg on July 27. It was the first time the team volunteered on such a large scale.

with anyone,” he added.
The team won the regular season and 

playoff titles in 2010 and the regular 
season crown in 2011. 
He said this year’s team didn’t have 

many run producers, but Ryan Traf-
ecanty “really helped us drive in runs” 
batting from the fifth or sixth position. 
He was probably in the top three for 
batting average on the team.
Dillon Hippensteel got on base a lot, 

Huber said.
“He worked counts. He always made 

the pitcher work,” he said.
Whitman threw great, “but he just 

didn’t hit for him down the stretch.” 
Sims, who was a freshman at Ship-
pensburg University, had meniscus 
surgery in May. They were the team’s 
two best pitchers.
Also, Brandon Popp hit the ball really 

well to start the year, he said.
Huber and Arturo Figueroa were 

steady in the three and four spots in 
the batting order for most of the year.
Big newcomers this year were Sims 

and outfielder Marcus Gray, Huber 
said.

Correct roster
Incorrect roster information appeared 

in last week’s Press And Journal. Here 
is the list of players on the 2016 team:
Adrian Huber, Brandon Popp, Ryan 

Popp, Chuck Kline, Zach Whitman, 
Ryan Trafecanty, Tyler Auerback, 
Cory Auerback, Arturo Figueroa, 
Tito Figueroa, Dillon Hippensteel, 
Greg Pickel, Steve Pickel, Ethan Kell, 
Lou Hile, Tyler Johnston, Zach Sims, 
Matt Sanders, Marcus Gray, Michael 
Basti, Tyler Heckard, Andrew Clark, 
Max Salov and AJ Salov. Coaches 
were Adrian Huber, Frank Popp, Dick 
Huber and Greg Pickel.

BASEBALL
Continued From Page B1

The Lucky Duck Miracle Derby 
will return for its second annual fun-
draising event to raise money for the 
Children’s Miracle Network at Penn 
State Hershey Children’s Hospital.
The event will take place at Lucky 

Ducks Bar & Grille in Elizabethtown 
from 2 to 6 p.m. Sunday Aug. 28.
Activities at the event include the 

duck derby race, silent auction, and 
special food items provided by Lucky 
Ducks Bar & Grille. The event day 
activities are for children of all ages, 
including music, games and more. 
The top three winners from the duck 
derby race will win prize money, 
with the top winner receiving $250. 
Custom Luck Duck Miracle Derby 
T-shirts can be purchased at the event 
for $10. 
All proceeds from the event, silent 

auction and T-shirt sales will benefit 
CMN.
The three featured miracle children, 

Miles Rhodes, Everest Kennedy and 
Gavin Gilhool, all have their stories 

shared on the Lucky Duck Miracle 
Derby website. 
The three “Miracle Kids” still 

receive treatment from Children’s 
Miracle Network today.
At just 3 months old, Miles was diag-

nosed with Hydrocephalus, caused by 
a build-up of fluid in the cavities deep 
within the brain. After receiving more 
than 20 brain surgeries from CMN, 
the Rhodes family continues to get 
ongoing treatment from the hospital.
“They love and care for our son as 

if he’s their own. And they choose 
to work and care for warriors like 
Miles,” said Alex Rhodes, Miles’ 
mother.
Everest Kennedy, 5, of Elizabeth-

town, also received treatment from 
CMN for Hydrocephalus. Kennedy, 
born prematurely, also was treated in 
The Neonatal and Pediatric ICU units.
The third miracle story features 

Gavin Gilhool of Elizabethtown. 
When Gavin was 5, he experienced 
a traumatic brain injury and received 

treatment at Penn State Hershey 
Children’s Hospital.
All proceedings from the event 

will go directly to the Children’s 
Miracle Network of Hershey Medical 
Children’s Hospital to fund patient 
services, research, equipment and 
educational resources at Penn State 
Hershey Children’s Hospital.
Since its inception in 1984, Chil-

dren’s Miracle Network has raised 
more than $56 million to support 
patient services, research, equipment, 
program services and educational 
resources at Penn State Hershey 
Children’s Hospital — which serves 
the Harrisburg, Lancaster, Lebanon 
and York regions.
Donations will be accepted up 

through the event day. Silent auction 
items are being accepted to auction 
on the day of the event.
For questions or information on 

the event, visit www.luckyduck-
miraclederby.com or email lucky-
duckmiraclederby@gmail.com.

Everest Kennedy, Miles Rhodes and Gavin Gilhool are beneficiaries of the Children’s Miracle Network 
and the Lucky Duck Miracle Derby to be held in Elizabethtown on Aug. 28.

Lucky Duck Miracle Derby to raise money for 
Penn State Hershey Children’s Miracle Network 

Photo by Gabe Mink, for the Press And Journal

Adrian Huber is both a player and the manager for the Middletown team. He is seen here swinging vs. 
Linglestown on July 20.

The national hit theatrical “Elvis 
Lives” will be presented for the first 
time at Hershey Theatre on Tuesday, 
Feb. 7 at 7:30 p.m. 
“Elvis Lives,” which keeps on cap-

turing the imaginations and interests 
of fans of all types including Broad-
way, concert and Elvis aficionados, 
is a multimedia and live musical 
journey across Elvis Presley’s life 
featuring winners from Elvis Pres-
ley Enterprises’ annual worldwide 
Ultimate Elvis Tribute Artist Contest, 
each representing Elvis during differ-
ent stages in his career. 
The Elvis tribute artists will be 

joined by a live band, backup 
singers and dancers, along with an 
Ann-Margret tribute artist, as well 
as iconic imagery made available 
from the Graceland archives; which 
includes an exhibit of life-size images 
of Elvis’ stage-wear that will be on 
display in the lobby. 
“We are very pleased that ‘Elvis 

Lives’ continues to delight audiences 

all over the nation and that Elvis fans 
will be given the opportunity to see 
these talented entertainers. We hope 

to see winners from the Ultimate 
Elvis Tribute Artist Contest starring 
in Elvis Lives for years to come,” 
said Kevin Kern, director of public 
relations for EPE. 
“We are excited to be working with 

some of the most exceptional tribute 
artists in the world. These talented 
performers really capture the spirit 
of the King of Rock ’n’ Roll while 
evoking the sensation of being there 
with Elvis as he journeys through his 
musical career,” said Elliot Ordower, 
producer for on-stage touring. 
“‘Elvis Lives’ is truly a dynamic 

and family friendly production,” 
Ordower said. 
Tickets for this show are $38, $55, 

$65, $70 and $80 (processing fees 
apply). They are available at Hershey 
Theatre Box Office. 
They can be charged by phone at 

717-534-3405 or 800-745-3000, and 
online at www.HersheyEntertain-
ment.com or www.TicketMaster.
com. 

‘Elvis Lives’ coming to Hershey in February, 
spanning the career of the King of Rock ’n’ Roll

The Central Pennsylvania Animal Al-
liance is seeking vendors and sponsors 
for its 12th annual WoofStock festival.
The event draws more than 10,000 

animal lovers. It will be held on Sun-
day, Sept. 25, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
at Riverfront Park in Harrisburg.
The free event features area rescues 

and shelters with their adoptable 
animals, as well as music, food, 
demonstrations and more. Proceeds 
from the event support CPAA’s spay/
neuter initiatives.
The registration fee for for-profit ven-

dors is $150, and the fee for nonprofit 
organizations is $35. Sponsorships 
also are available in many different 
levels with various benefits. 
Vendors and sponsors are asked to 

visit www.cpaawoofstock.com to 
register. Deadline is Aug. 15. For in-
formation or to request an application 
by mail, call 717-574-5844 or email 
zella@cpaa.info.

Vendors needed 
for WoofStock

Please, Put Litter 
In Its Place
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PLACE YOUR 
AD HERE! 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 

CALL 717-944-4628 

Elwood’s
• PA Inspections • Brakes

New & Used Tires • Exhaust • Struts 
Oil Changes • Shocks • Batteries

- Vehicle Emissions Testing -
138 W. Main Street

Middletown
944-9255

STATE INSPECTION DUE?
See Any One Of These Businesses 

To Meet All Of Your 
Inspection And Service Needs.

Try To Have Your Inspection Done Early ... 
And Even If Your Vehicle’s Inspection 

Is Not Due, It Pays To Have A 
Periodic Check At Least Every Six Months!

PLACE YOUR AD 
FOR ONLY $21.50 A MONTH! 

CALL 944-4628 FOR 
MORE INFORMATION

E-TOWN
DODGE

STATE INSPECTION DUE?
See Any One Of These Businesses 

To Meet All Of Your 
Inspection And Service Needs.

Try To Have Your Inspection Done Early ... 
And Even If Your Vehicle’s Inspection 

Is Not Due, It Pays To Have A 
Periodic Check At Least Every Six Months!

Dailey’s Service Station
State Inspections • Tune-ups 

Oil Changes • Repairs
- Vehicle Emissions Testing -

Corner Main & Spruce Streets
Middletown

944-4407

Jack’s Auto 
Sales & Service

“Quality Pre-owned Vehicles”
PA State Inspections • A/C Service

All General & Technical Repairs
Four Wheel Alignments

- Vehicle Emissions Testing -
2189 W. Hbg. Pike, Middletown

944-7363

Grove Motors, Inc.
PA Inspections • A/C Service • Brakes

Exhaust • Shocks • Alignments 
Tune-ups • Towing

- Vehicle Emissions Testing -

452 E. Main Street
Middletown
944-1397

Vastine’s Auto Service
General Repair Service on Domestic and 

Popular Foreign Cars
- Vehicle Emissions Testing -

231 Oak Hill Drive
Middletown

944-7154

Elwood’s Sunoco
Full Service • PA Inspections

New & Used Tires • Brakes • Exhaust Oil 
Changes • Shocks • Struts • Batteries

- Vehicle Emissions Testing -
138 W. Main Street

Middletown
944-9255

The Hondru
Service Experience

Factory Warranty Center
the Best Service in lancaster County

- Vehicle Emissions Testing -

E-TOWN
CHEVROLET367-6644

“Serving all Makes & Models 
Without an appointment”

- Vehicle Emissions Testing -
Rte. 322 E. of Hershey at Maguire’s Ford

838-7700
NOW INSPECTING 12-01-02

Quick Lane 
Tire & Auto Center

ad for 12_05_08

Dailey’s Service Station
State Inspections • Tune-ups 

Oil Changes • Repairs
- Vehicle Emissions Testing -

Corner Main & Spruce Streets
Middletown

944-4407

Vastine’s Auto Service
General Repair Service on Domestic and 

Popular Foreign Cars
- Vehicle Emissions Testing -

231 Oak Hill Drive
Middletown

944-7154

The Hondru
Service Experience

Factory Warranty Center
The Best Service in Lancaster County
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“Serving All Makes & Models 
Without An Appointment”

- Vehicle Emissions Testing -
Rte. 322 E. of Hershey at Maguire’s Ford

838-7700
NOW INSPECTING 08-09-10

Quick Lane 
Tire & Auto Center
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Welcome, August! We are ready for 
some more moderate weather please. 
July fried us! 
An official report came out saying 

July 2015 was the hottest month on 
record. What will they say about this 
year?
The average high temperature in July 

in Harrisburg is 85/86. This July we 
have been in the 90s for 19 days. Not 
including those days, we have been 
above the average for 10 days. Strange, 
but July Fourth was our coolest day 
with a high of only 76. 
The average August temperature is 

84. I looked up the forecast for August, 
and if you are not into the 90s you will 
be pleased! The temperature, suppos-
edly, will only get up to 95 degrees 
once, on Aug. 5. Aug. 3, 6, 8, 9, and 12 
will be 90. Aug. 28 and 29 will be 91. 
The lowest high we can look forward 
to is 82 on Aug. 19. So we will have 23 
days of 80-something degree weather 
in August. I am guessing we are not 
going to break any heat wave records 
this month. I am OK with that! 
Have a happy week! 

Birthdays
Happy 15th balloon-flying cake day 

to Ben Knisely of Lower Swatara. His 
big day is Wednesday, Aug. 3. Best 
wishes to you, Ben. It will be hot and 
maybe you will see a thunderstorm!
Here is a shout-out to Tom Harvey 

of Lower Swatara. Hoping your happy 
birthday is the best yet on Thursday, 
Aug. 4. Enjoy your cloudy and humid 
high-of-86 day! 
Jared Schiefer of Middletown marks 

his frosty-filled birthday on Thursday, 
Aug. 4. Stay cool  and enjoy!
Happy 17th over-the-top birthday to 

Christopher Shonk of Londonderry 
on Thursday, Aug. 4. Wishing you a 
fun day with friends and family!
Aryanna Griswold of Middletown 

turns 14 on Friday. I hope your Aug. 
5 birthday isn’t too hot for you. Have 
fun!
Myles Gutterrez of Middletown 

celebrates his sweet 16 beep honk honk 
day on Friday, Aug. 5. Have a jump 
in the pool before the thunderstorms 
hit and be safe, Myles!
Devon Finsterbush of Middletown 

also hits No. 16 on Friday. If you see 
him, tell him happy beep beep honk 
day and have a wonderful weekend.
Aug. 6 finds us with another possible 

thunderstorm! I hope John Carberry 
of Lower Swatara enjoys his big-deal 
20th birthday on Saturday.
Lexi Hulstine of Middletown turns 

15 on Saturday, Aug. 6. I hope you get 
some swimming in on your day, Lexi. 
Happy birthday!
Jason Grab of Lower Swatara cel-

ebrates his 12th frosty-filled day on 
Sunday, Aug. 7. It will only be 89, but 
humid and muggy, so maybe you can 

have some fun in the a/c today, Jason!
Happy sweet 16 cake day to Der-

rick Miller of Lower Swatara. His 
beep honk beep day is Sunday, Aug. 
7. Enjoy your birthday all week long, 
Derrick, and be safe!
Double birthday greetings are sent 

out to Gregory and Steven Pickel 
on Sunday, Aug. 7. These guys hit No. 
24. Wow, the time is speeding by, best 
wishes to you guys!
Happy landmark 18th cake and ice 

cream day to Ashley Wynkoop of 
Lower Swatara on Aug. 7. May your 
Sunday razzle-dazzle birthday be your 
best yet!
Maya Bayhart of Lower Swatara 

turns 14 on Sunday, Aug. 7. Enjoy 
your bling and sparkles day all week 
long and stay cool, too!
Wishing a very super-duper-dazzling 

birthday to Greysen Vigilante on 
Sunday, Aug. 7. I hope you have a 
wonderful day just celebrating you!
Paul Carnes of Lower Swatara marks 

his 46th cake day on Monday, Aug. 
8. It is supposed to be 90, cloudy and 
humid.I hope it is sunny and full of 
fun and lots of laughter! 
Gabrielle Smith of Middletown will 

hear the birthday song on Monday, 
Aug. 8 as she celebrates cake day No. 
17. May it be a wonderful day that 
leads to a very special week!
Joseph Witters of Lower Swatara 

observes his party day on Tuesday, 
Aug. 9. They are calling for more 
thunderstorms and another hot day. 
I hope you stay cool and enjoy your 
very special day! 
Happy sweet 16 beep beep beep day 

to Alyssa Bekelja of Highspire. She 
will enjoy her big-deal birthday on 
Tuesday, Aug. 9. Have a fantastic day.
Mike Miller of Lower Swatara turns 

20 on Tuesday, Aug. 9. Have a terrific 
day, Mike! 
Chris Reed of Middletown cel-

ebrates his 15th birthday on Tuesday, 
Aug. 9. Enjoy the day, Chris, and keep 
smiling! 

Anniversaries
Best wishes to Gregg and Donna 

Hughes, who celebrate 42 years of 
marriage on Wednesday, Aug. 3. Wow, 
so many years, yet so young! I hope 
you enjoy a romantic dinner at the 
summer cottage!
Happy 25th silver anniversary to 

John and Susan Parkhill of Lower 
Swatara on Wednesday, Aug. 3. Enjoy 
your hearts and flowers day all week 
long! Congrats!
Wes and Sheryl Cyphert of Lower 

Swatara celebrate 43 years of wedded 
bliss on Thursday, Aug. 4. It is not too 
hot for a nice romantic BBQ for two, 
have fun and congrats!
Harry and Diane Myers of Lower 

Swatara were married on Aug. 5, 1978. 
Happy 38th anniversary. Enjoy this 

special week!
Happy anniversary and friendship 

day to Mark and Deborah Etter of 
Lower Swatara. These “kids” got mar-
ried on Aug. 7, 1982. Enjoy your 34th 
romantic holiday on Sunday! 

St. Peter’s dinner
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Middle-

town will host the community dinner 
Monday, Aug. 8 from 4:30 to 6:30 
p.m. (or until food is all). The meal 
is Swiss steak with tomato gravy, 
mashed potatoes and veggie. Dessert 
and drinks are also included. Everyone 
is welcome. There is a cost. Please 
enter through the parking lot doors.

Friendship Day
According to the Hallmark calendar 

Sunday, Aug. 7, is Friendship Day! 
Friendship Day is an international 
holiday celebrating friendship. It 
occurs on different dates in various 
countries. In the United States it is 
always on the first Sunday in August. 
Friendship Day is a time to celebrate 

friendships by spending time together, 
sharing friendship day quotes, giving 
of friendship bands, gifts and cards. It 
is widely celebrated on social network-
ing sites online. The commercializa-
tion of this day has caused some people 
to dismiss it as a “marketing gimmick.”
This day was invented by the founder 

of Hallmark cards, Joyce Hall, in 1930. 
It was intended to celebrate friendships 
by sending cards. The United States 
established Friendship Day in August 
1935. Winnie the Pooh was named the 
world’s Ambassador of Friendship at 
the United Nations to honor Friendship 
Day in 1998. What do you want to do 
to appreciate your friends?

Friendship Quotes
“Friends show their love in times of 

trouble, not in happiness.”
            — Eruipides
“Best friends. They know how crazy 

you are and still choose to be seen with 
you in public.”        — anonymous
“Friendship marks a life even more 

deeply than love. Love risks degenerat-
ing into obsession, friendship is never 
anything but sharing.” — Elie Wiesel
“The best mirror is an old friend.”   

  — George Herbert
“Friendship is born at that moment 

when one person says to another, 
‘What! You too? I thought I was the 
only one.’”         — C.S. Lewis 
“A friend to all is a friend to none.”  

             — Aristotle
“There are ‘friends’ who destroy each 

other, but a real friend sticks closer 
than a brother.”   — Proverbs 18:24

Seton Hall dean’s list
Congratulations to Dagen Hughes 

of Lower Swatara. He was recently 
named to Seton Hall University dean’s 

News in Your 
Neighborhood

LaVonne Ackerman 
1438 Old Reliance Road, 717-649-7366 • LaVonneAck@comcast.net

No matter what grade your child will 
enter this fall, there is always a last-
minute rush of things to do: purchase 
supplies and new school clothes, fill 
out forms and attend orientations. But 
one of the most important tasks for a 
successful school year is an appoint-
ment with your child’s pediatrician. 
The American Academy of Pediatrics 

advocates that every child receive care 
through a “family-centered medical 
home.” This means care is provided 
by the same physician(s) over a long 
period of time, particularly during the 
years from childhood to puberty when 
vital changes are taking place. 
“Having a long-term history with 

a child gives the doctor insight into 
the child’s progress and development 
over time,” says Pierre Caron, M.D. a 
family physician with Family Health 
Center of Mount Joy at 970 E. Main 
St. in Mount Joy. He is affiliated with 
Lancaster Regional and Heart of Lan-
caster Regional Medical Centers. “It 
helps us detect emerging problems, 
being informed by details of the pa-
tient’s history, such as past illnesses 
or injuries and changes in academic 
or emotional status.” 
Most insurance plans, including 

Medicaid, cover the annual well-
child visit up to age 18. Below is a 
convenient checklist for your child’s 
back-to-school checkup: 
Get your forms in order. Check 

that you have all the school and sports 
physical forms for each child, and 
ensure you obtain copies of all neces-
sary records and physician signatures. 

For Sale
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list for the 2016 spring semester. Dagen 
is a communications major and just 
completed his freshman year. 

Shop for free
It is that time again! God’s Clothes 

Closet is open from 8 a.m. to noon 
Saturday, Aug. 6. All are invited to 
shop for free at Evangelical United 
Methodist Church, 157 E. Water St. 
in Middletown. A large selection of 
clothing — sweaters, shirts, jeans, 
slacks, dresses, coats, hats, shoes — 
for summer and winter, and linens 
and blankets, will be available. We 
have something for everybody! Call 
717 944-6181 for more information. 

Quote of the Week
“Of all the paths you take in life, 

make sure a few of them are dirt.”  
       –– Anonymous

Question of the Week
How can you improve this earth we 

live on?
“I would encourage everyone to just 

smile and slow down.” Robin Wood, 
Sparta, New Jersey.
“We can try to get less global warm-

ing.” Laron Woody, 16, Middletown.
“By doing random acts of kindness, 

pay it forward. Be kind to everyone, 
even rude people, because you never 
know what kind of struggles they’re 
battling.” Marsha Boltz, Lower 
Paxton.  
“Using my talents where they are 

needed.” Rachel Koppenhaver, 
Palmyra.
“Try to agree with other countries and 

just get along.” William Benkovic, 
13, Lower Paxton.
“Pray to God. We’re messed up.” Jon 

Benkovic, 5, Lower Paxton.

Proverb for the Week 
When wickedness comes, so does 

contempt, and with shame comes 
disgrace (18:3).

Are your students 
‘back to school’ready?

Remember to bring special permission 
forms allowing the school to adminis-
ter your child medications, if needed. 

Medications and supplements. 
Bring a current list of your child’s 
supplements, prescription or over-the-
counter medications. 

Immunizations. If you do not have 
a consistent medical home for your 
child, carry copies of his or her vac-
cination records. Trust your child’s 
physician to advise you on the best 
course of vaccinations. 

Height and weight. Ask if your 
child’s growth, weight gain and body 
composition are in normal range for his 
or her age, and whether any nutrition or 
exercise adjustments are appropriate. 

Allergies and asthma. Discuss any 
sinus or breathing problems, deter-
mining if any medications should be 
added or adjusted. Also include any 
environmental or food allergies. 

Sleep patterns. Discuss any issues 
your child has with quality of sleep. 
Depending on age, this may include 
bed-wetting, morning fatigue, and 
trouble falling or staying asleep. 

Diagnostics. Depending on your 
child’s age and overall health, beyond 
blood pressure and heart rate, the 
pediatrician may suggest lab work. If 
blood is to be drawn, ask the physi-
cian to test for iron levels (anemia), 
vitamin D, cholesterol, blood sugar 
and AlC levels. Note: When setting 
the appointment, ask the scheduler 
if your child should fast before the 
appointment. 

Vision and dental. If your pediatri-
cian doesn’t offer vision screening 
in the office, ask for a referral for 
an ophthalmologist. Remember to 
schedule your child’s annual checkup 
for cavities and gum health, and to 
confirm your child’s adult teeth are 
growing in properly. 

Overall wellness. The annual physi-
cal is a good time to ask questions or 
discuss anything concerning about 
your child’s development. This in-
cludes, but is not limited to, academic 
progress, social and emotional, body 
image, depression or lethargy. For 
teenagers, use this opportunity for 
an open, three-way discussion about 
alcohol, drugs and sexual activity.

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention recently reported that 
611 people had been infected with 
salmonella in 45 states, likely as a 
result of contact with live poultry, such 
as chicks and ducklings, in backyard 
flocks. 
Of the people who were infected, 

195 were children 5 years of age or 
younger, and 138 were hospitalized. 
Twenty-six individuals were residents 
of Pennsylvania.
“More and more people are raising 

backyard chickens, and they need 
to understand proper techniques for 
handling birds and equipment,” said 
Phillip Clauer, senior instructor and 
extension specialist, College of Ag-
ricultural Sciences, Penn State.
Clauer said that because young 

poultry are cute, soft and enjoyable to 
handle, people often forget that they 
could be infected with salmonella 
bacteria. Young children, older adults 
and people with weakened immune 
systems, he said, are especially at risk.
Eva Wallner-Pendleton, poultry 

veterinarian at the Animal Diagnostic 
Lab, Penn State, said that toddlers are 
particularly vulnerable because they 
explore the world with their mouths.
 “People often have the mistaken 

idea that backyard birds and their eggs 
are free from salmonella, but a recent 
study at Penn State showed a small 
percentage of positive eggs exist even 
in this sector,” Wallner-Pendleton said. 
“In fact, any poultry can be carriers of 
salmonella, and they usually have no 
outward symptoms of disease.”
Eggs, too, can make people sick, 

she said. 
“Certain salmonella, such as salmo-

nella enteritidis, can be shed directly 
into eggs, and unless eggs are thor-
oughly cooked, they can potentially 
make people sick.” 
In humans, infection with salmonella 

may cause diarrhea, fever and ab-
dominal cramps. Most patients recover 
without medical treatment; however, 
a few may require hospitalization.  
Safe handling practices are the key to 

avoiding salmonella infection. Clauer 
and Wallner-Pendleton offer several 
tips for staying safe:
• Wash hands thoroughly anytime 

poultry or anything that has been in 
contact with the birds’ environment 
are handled.
• Parents should ensure that children 

wash hands promptly after handling 
poultry.
• Do not hold birds near the face or 

kiss them. 
• Keep poultry out of homes and liv-

ing areas. They cannot be bathroom 
trained.
• Do not eat and drink when working 

with birds or in their pens.
• If poultry have access to gardens, 

properly wash any produce before 
eating.
• Cook all eggs completely before 

consuming.
• Buy birds from hatcheries that 

participate in the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture National Poultry Improve-
ment Plan (USDA-NPIP); however, be 
aware that not all hatcheries test their 
breeding flocks or hatching eggs for 
salmonella. Only those participating 
in a salmonella monitored program 
do so. The NPIP website contains a 
directory for each state and lists the 
NPIP program the various hatcheries 
participate in.
• Clean drop pans daily and pens 

with pine shavings at least monthly 
to reduce contamination.
• Rodents often harbor salmonella, 

which can then infect the birds if 
rodents contaminate their food. Con-
trolling rodents is very important 
for reducing salmonella in the birds’ 
environment.
• Keep in mind that shoes worn in pens 

can become contaminated. Having 
dedicated shoes or over-boots when 
entering the pens that can be removed 
when leaving can help reduce tracking 
salmonella as well as other diseases 
that are spread in the droppings.

Avoid salmonella infection: 
kisses from birds, not the 
boys, could make you cry
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The first round of 2016’s 
biggest rumble is over. Now 
it’s time for the ref to call the 
victor.
Who, of the major presiden-

tial candidates, has the best 
vice-presidential pick?
Donald Trump pivoted to-

wards being a serious con-
tender with his selection of Indiana Gov. Mike 
Pence. Hillary Clinton, suspecting that the 
American public doesn’t care for a strident 
progressive ticket, chose Tim Kaine, a U.S. 
senator from Virginia and its former governor.
Neither choice is sexy. Neither is out of left 

field or excitable as John McCain’s choice 
of Alaska governor Sarah Palin in 2008. 
Both are calculated, comfortable, and all too 
snore-worthy.
But in this battle of torpor, I’ve gotta give 

a point to Clinton. Her Kaine left hook is no 
knockout punch, but it’s better than Trump’s 
limp-wristed Pencian jab.
Character-wise, the choices are similar. 

Each is a political veteran who cultivated the 
right contacts, took the correct positions, and 
performed in the roles necessary for the spot 
that’s one heartbeat away from the Oval Office.
Mike Pence began his career as a radio 

host, styling himself as a less-abrasive Rush 
Limbaugh. After being elected to Congress in 
2000, Pence quickly made a name for himself 
as a conservative stalwart. A darling of D.C.’s 
conservative think tanks, he was a member of 
Republican leadership and head of the ideo-
logically rigid Republican Study Committee.
Tim Kaine comes from a similar background. 

Not a pitchfork and torch radio instigator, 
Kaine’s first step into political life was another 
cliché: He was a civil rights lawyer who took 
fair housing cases and defended minorities 
against discrimination. From there he ran for a 
spot on the Richmond City Council. A mayor-
ship, a lieutenant governorship, and a stay in 
the Governor’s Mansion later, Kaine is now 
second on a history-making presidential ticket.

So why do I think Kaine was the more favor-
able pick over Pence? 
The explanation goes beyond personal merit. 

Vice presidential candidates are rarely picked 
for their accolades. Rather, they’re chosen 
to complement the ticket, bringing in swing 
voters who might otherwise vote for the other 
guy — or gal, as is the case this cycle. 
Tim Kaine was deemed a “safe” pick by the 

Clinton campaign. A Roman Catholic and 
father of a Marine, Kaine is spotless (with 
the exception of some legal but questionable 
gift-taking as governor). His voting record 
is progressive, but not overly so. He speaks 
fluent Spanish from his time working at a 
Jesuit mission in Honduras, bringing a flavor 
of ethnicity to the all-white ticket. 
Overall, Kaine comes off as a decent man and 

a Democrat foot soldier. His relative boringness 
is a nice contrast to Clinton’s scandal-littered 
opportunism. 
Pence has been more or less an orthodox con-

servative throughout his career — that is, until 
spring of last year. As governor, Pence signed 
a bill — the Religious Freedom Restoration 
Act— protecting the right of religious people 
to practice their faith in public. Opponents 
denounced the law as discriminatory, as it al-
lowed faithful business owners to deny service 
to same-sex individuals if it conflicted with 
their deeply held views. After national outcry 
from big business, Pence backed down, sign-
ing a revised measure that gutted the original 
bill. In the process, he alienated both social 
conservatives and GOP donors who hate the 
culture wars.
Pence’s trying-and-failing to have it both 

ways makes me suspect the Trump VP slot 
is his final chance for political relevancy. 
The RFRA debacle has made his re-election 
much tougher. He can no longer count on 
big-moneyed donors for support, or salt-of-
the-earth Hoosiers for votes.
It’s Pence’s last stand. But the Donald’s rea-

soning for choosing him is not much better. 
That Trump needed a political veteran to bring 

gravitas to the ticket was a given. Selecting 
Pence was about more than finding an able 
governor with executive and legislative ex-
perience — it was an overture to professional 
conservatives who have rejected Trump every 
step of the way.
And it won’t work.
Already, the conservative intelligentsia is 

none-too-impressed with the Pence pick. The 
editors of the anti-Trump National Review 
declared the Indiana governor “cannot save 
Donald Trump from himself.” Blogger Erick 
Erickson criticized Pence for lacking “the 
courage of his convictions.” Bill Kristol of 
the Weekly Standard is suspicious that Pence 
won’t be as hawkish as he’d like.
With Pence, Trump extended an olive branch 

to the so-called conservative movement and 
had it snapped in half. Why he feels the need 
to please the same people who’ve burned 
him all along, I can’t fathom. By felling his 
16 rivals, Trump kicked the pants in of Con-
servatism Inc. He outwitted the PR experts, 
money-bundlers, direct-mail fraudsters, think 
tank bookworms, and digital scammers. The 
loose-tongued mogul would’ve been better off 
picking a seasoned outsider and continuing 
his populist pogrom of the consultant class.
The bell has rung on Round 1 of the presi-

dential bout. With two men of talent in their 
respective corners, the ref gives this one to 
Team Clinton. By bowing down to the Beltway 
Right, Trump tarnished his brand of everyman 
politics. Like the Trump Taj, he gambled and 
lost. Kaine was a risk-averse choice for Hill-
ary, which will appeal to genial middle-class 
Americans turned off by the Clintons’ shady 
reputation. She gets what she wanted: broad-
ened appeal. 
Trump can still pull a Rocky and come back. 

Whether or not he will is a question that will 
wait until the debates.

James E. Miller, a native of Middletown, 
works as a digital marketer in Northern 
Virginia.

Why the urgency 
on changing
council’s makeup?

Here’s why Hillary won the  
VP sweepstakes, but it was close
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What’s a great place for a bike ride 
around the Middletown area?

David Eakin: If you just want some 
quick exercise, I have frequently ridden 
down Union, turning Right onto Ann 
and going out past the airport the "back 
way" on Airport Drive until it dead-ends. 
Relatively little traffic; mostly flat except 
for the transition from Ann up to the com-
mercial complex on Airport Drive (and 
back). If you want scenic (and somewhat 
flat/safe), then 441 - with detours into the 

small riverside roads..
Bill Bosnyak: I agree with John, rails to 

trails and 441. Great shoulder to ride on.
John L Webster: Rail Trail on 230 ... I 

ride from Middletown to Marietta on 441 
quite often.
Donna High: Rails to Trails from Bain-

bridge to Marietta
John L Webster: Stay off Vine Street or 

you will get flats

Responses are taken from Facebook posts and are not edited for spelling or grammar.

Maybe it’s because it’s such a major change in our borough government.
Maybe it’s because we worry about a lack of representation for areas of the borough.
Or maybe it’s just because whenever a politician tries to move a proposal through the system 

quickly, we get suspicious.
But something doesn’t feel quite right about Mayor James H. Curry III’s plan to reduce the 

number of borough council members and eliminate Middletown’s ward system.
In fact, his actions at the July 19 council meeting harken back to a previous period when 

many — including Curry himself — believed that issues were ram-rodded through the body 
without proper vetting.
We respect that he and some other members of council are all-in on this proposal. Curry and 

others have been pounding the sidewalks getting signatures on petitions and working hard 
to raise awareness on the issue. We might ultimately agree that the number of Middletown 
Borough Council members should be reduced. But this just seems to be moving too quickly, 
and we are not convinced that seven at-large council members and/or scrapping the town’s 
three wards is the best plan.
Curry wants to reduce the number of council members from nine to seven, and get rid of the 

current setup that has three members from each of the borough’s three wards. He would get 
rid of wards altogether.
With two vacancies, he argues, it’s the perfect time to do it. Council can, he says, change its 

makeup through an ordinance.
It’s all neat and tidy, so why wait?
While the system might seem tedious at times, let’s remember that expediency doesn’t always 

make for good government.
It’s obvious that Curry has had this on his mind for awhile. The problem is, it’s new to the 

public. So while it might be fully thought out to him, it’s not for us. Give us some time to 
consider it and make an informed decision.
It didn’t help his argument that at the meeting at which he made this proposal, four of six 

people interested in filling one of the empty seats attended the council meeting to be interviewed 
by the body. That hardly seems to be indicative of the apathy that Curry says is plaguing the 
current way we elect council members.
We also can’t ignore the elephant in the room: Eliminating wards threatens representation 

for the First Ward, traditionally home to a majority of the borough’s minority residents. There 
is a socioeconomic divide that is undeniable. Without wards and some guarantee that there 
will be council members from the First Ward, are we truly representing all of Middletown?
In one of two Facebook videos that Curry posted on the topic, he argues: “The necessity for 

wards has diminished and disappeared. It’s an antiquated system and the need for it no longer 
exists. The main reason for having wards is that you live in a city that is so big, that you need 
an elected official that lives in your particular area so that you feel you’re being represented 
in the city as a whole.”
We don’t totally buy that. No, this is not New York City, or even Harrisburg. But neighbor-

hoods still matter in Middletown. And having a council member who lives in your neighbor-
hood can’t be dismissed as antiquated.
Another argument Curry makes on video: “When a nine-member council comes together 

to make a multimillion decision, how is it fair that as a resident, you’re only responsible for 
putting three of those people on the body?”
That’s how the legislative branch works. We don’t elect every state legislator, and they are 

making even bigger decisions that the council about our lives.
Curry is worried about the number of resignations, that three of the nine council members 

will be appointed rather than elected. But will having fewer members really slow down the 
number of resignations?
If it’s too hard to keep people on council, then shouldn’t we look at the reasons why they 

are leaving and the tenor of borough government instead of simply saying, it would be easier 
with fewer members?
Our suggestion would be to set up council as it is done in other states: Have a mix of wards 

and at-large council members. If each ward had one representative and then there were four 
at-large council members, you could have seven and maintain representation from each ward.
But that isn’t likely to happen, and the issue cannot be placed on the ballot as a referendum 

to let all voters in Middletown decide.
So please attend if you can tonight’s borough council meeting. The topic will be discussed. If 

you agree or oppose the change or want to offer an alternative, make sure your voice is heard.
It is likely after discussion tonight that a vote could be taken at the next council meeting in 

less than two weeks.
If the reduction is going to happen, we would prefer that it not happen immediately. Fill 

the open councilors’ positions and eliminate and/or reduce the number of council members 
effective at a future date. Allow people who want to serve now to find out what borough 
government is all about.

Be a firefighter, not a flame-thrower, 
when you talk about Middletown

We want to hear from you. 
Send your letters to: letters@pressandjournal.com, 

or 20 S. Union St.
Middletown, Pa. 17057 

Letters may be edited for accuracy, clarity, and length.
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DIANAMcGLONE

Borough 
should not 
own or spend 
money on the 
Elks Theatre
Members of Middletown Council and 

citizens:

I am writing you with regards to the Elks 
Theatre. It is my position that the Borough 
of Middletown should not engage in the 
owning or funding of a movie theater. 
The industry as a whole is going through 

challenges, one of those challenges involve 
the ability to watch movies from the comfort 
of your home. 
The Elks as we all know is a one-screen 

movie theatre. This significantly impacts 
the revenue that may be generated from 
such an operation. 
You may ask, how does that limit revenue? 

Well, it restricts your audience.Do you show 
children movies? Horror movies? Comedy? 
No matter what movie you show you are 
limiting your audience. 
You might that say we could add a stage to 

have performing arts or band performances. 
This sounds great, but can we compete with 
Hershey or Harrisburg?
Additionally, history is meant to evolve. 
For example, HersheyPark Arena, a local 

entertainment venue. There was much his-
tory made in the arena, whether it was the 
Hershey Bears winning eight Calder Cups 
or Wilt Chamberlain scoring 100 points in 
an NBA game. 
But the arena’s time came and so the Giant 

Center was built. 
Why was it built? Because the old arena 

couldn’t compete with the new ones. There 
were no luxury boxes, no club seats and no 
air conditioning! 
The Elks Theatre is much like the Her-

sheyPark Arena. Its time has come and 
gone and new and expanded theaters have 
popped across the region. It is now time for 
those theaters to make history much like 
the Giant Center. 
In closing, the people of this town must ask 

themselves if they had just $500,000 would 
you invest that money in a business that will 
not generate a return on your investment? 
If you answer no, then the only choice is 
to close the doors for the final time on the 
Elks Theatre. 
What it turns into I don’t know, but I do 

know that it cannot be a theater at this point, 
especially on my dime.
Sincerely,
Scott Sites
Middletown

Editor’s note: Sites is a former member of 
the Borough Council.

JAMES E. MILLER

READERVIEW

I saw a post on Facebook 
the night I secured my party’s 
nomination for a seat on 
Borough Council that said: 
“Finally, a new majority!” 
People were proud that their 
vote sent shockwaves to the 
old council that this borough 
was going downhill, but a new majority would 
propel the borough on an upwards trajectory. 
My fellow councilors and I are working 

hard to move Middletown forward, and we 
care about the direction this community is 
going, and the only people who can determine 
Middletown’s future is you, the citizens.
First, we must identify the enemy of this com-

munity and excise it like the cancer that it is. 
The enemy is division. A house divided will 
surely fall. The community lacks a cohesive 
spirit of unity. Even when there is a free event, 
people will plunge themselves into the abyss 
of social media to register every complaint. 
Middletown has more flame-throwers than 

firefighters. This lack of vision and direction 
from the people to their elected representatives 
is what, I believe, has caused rough times. 
So, you have a new majority and a new ad-

ministrative head — what will you do with 
them? Set them up for failure and ultimately 
toss them out in two or four years? Or work 
with them to put into place a clear direction 
that will lead toward greater redevelopment, 
economic growth, and government transpar-
ency and accountability? You are no longer 

competitive. You are on the outside looking in. 
But the good thing is this can change, and 

for me, it starts with the woman in the mirror. 
Talking positively about the community is our 
first step. Let’s stop airing our dirty laundry, 
unless we are bent on doing the wash. Stop 
trying to sell your home, hang up on your 
Realtor — step away from the phone! Stay 
here in Middletown. Don’t leave. Come up 
with positive steps to make Middletown a 
competitive 21st century community and share 
those views with your elected representatives.
Lastly, we must end the war on Penn State 

and its students. They are members of this 
community, and we must open our arms wide 
to them. I have grown tired of hearing, “I was 
born and raised in Middletown.” You being 
born and raised here signifies pride, not an 
advantage over someone who was not. You 
don’t get a reduction on your taxes, your votes 
do not count doubly, and you don't get some 
form of special discount. 
People who have relocated to Middletown, 

myself included, saw something special about 
this place to make it a new home. Let’s release 
ourselves of the things we cannot change and 
refocus our attention on the things we can. 
Help us help you to make Middletown a great, 
competitive, 21st century community.

Diana McGlone represents the Third Ward 
on the Middletown Borough Council. Reach 
her by email at dmcglone@middletownbor-
ough.com.



• “The stickers on your Jeep that say 
13.1 and 26.2, is that a warning sign 
that you're a bad driver? Coming out 
of Old Reliance, you ran the stop sign 
and cut me off, then you were speeding 
and tailgating the car in front of you, 
and one of your brake lights were out. 
It wouldn't surprise me if when you get 
pulled over for the burned out brake 
light, you'll probably be drunk, too.”

•  “We need one more fast food res-
taurant in Middletown! Burger King 
or Arby's would be nice. But a Dunkin 
Donuts or KFC would be ok, too!”

• “Does anyone ever check the wa-
ter we drink in Middletown for lead 
or other harmful bacteria? The way 
people run things today you just can't 
trust that they will do what's right. If 

the people in the township building 
don't drink the water then that's a 
red flag.”

• “Low morale isn't limited to just the 
police department. It's been destroyed 
across the board.”

•  “Imagine that: Hillary Clinton 
has the child of ‘illegal immigrants’ 
speaking for her at the DNC., and in 
Spanish yet.”

• “Narrowing a street for any reason 
is a bad idea. I travel Front Street in 
Harrisburg every day. They took a traf-
fic lane and turned it into a bike lane. 
I have yet to see a bicycle in that lane. 
I also use Front Street in Steelton. If 
there is someone sitting there to turn 
into the steel mill, traffic just backs 

up behind them, because there is no 
way to get around them. Narrowing 
Streets, BAD IDEA.”

• “Bernie Sanders sold all his voters 
out to a crooked democratic party, 
he was all talk bla, bla, bla. They rig 
it from him from the start and all he 
has to say is vote for Hillary he was a 
fake. All you supporters want to get 
even with him vote Trump he won't 
let you down. Clinton is a fake, she 
is catering to the black vote, and she 
is using them to get what she wants. 
Think about it, the black people are 
no better off now then they were 8 
yrs. ago. And they will get more of 
the same if Clinton is president. She 
just wants in the White House so bad 
so she can screw the world up more. 

The only reason the democrats want 
all these illegal’s in the USA is they 
hope to let them vote someday and 
they will vote for the democrats that 
is the only reason you stupid people.”

•  “Kudos to Corby's for the shout out 
of support to Police Officers.”

• “Question; are the township em-
ployees who have taken home cars 
like the highway manager and whoever 
else, are they allowed to drive those 
vehicles outside of work hours and 
for non-related work things? Like just 
driving it like their own car? I would 

say or at least hope the township does 
not approve this.”

• “After reading the Sound Off 
about denial of cameras at the police 
department, it makes  me sick seeing 
my tax dollars spent on the new ford 
truck from the Lower Swatara sewer 
department. If you are out and about 
take a look at it, quite the spectacle. I 
wish my truck had leather seats. Maybe 
I need to go into the public sector? I 
think I will be going to next meeting to 
find out how much that beauty cost.”

•  “I would like to see the Elks be 

transformed into a dinner/theatre. I 
want to eat food made at the Tattered 
Flag and delivered to my seat while I 
watch a movie. That's the way to go! 
Then both businesses succeed.”

• “I'm confused. In the article about 
Lower Swatara and Middletown 
merging police departments, Tom 
Mehaffie is quoted as saying the 
County contacted the Township to 
talk with Middletown and then later in 
the same article the spokeswoman for 
the county said it was a request made 
by the local officials? So who's got it 
wrong again this time?”

www.pressandjournal.com; e-mail - info@pressandjournal.com THE PRESS AND JOURNAL, Wednesday, August 3, 2016 - B5

SOUNDOFF You may email your Sound Off any time day or night, 
at our website: www.pressandjournal.com. 

Bingo law updates 
win House approval
To help licensed community 

groups raise needed funds, the 
House approved legislation to 
update the state’s Bingo Law.
The Bingo Law was enacted 

by the state Legislature in 
1981, and has remained mostly 
unchanged since its enactment.
As chairman of the House 

Gaming Oversight Commit-
tee, I’ve had the opportunity 
to hear concerns about bingo 
from nonprofit organizations 
across the state and within the 
106th District. Many of these 
groups have asked the Legis-
lature to grant them ability to 
offer bigger prizes and to adapt 
the game to retain and attract 
new players.
House Bill 1334 would in-

crease limits for prize payouts 
from $250 to $500 for any one 
game of bingo; from $2,000 to 
$4,000 for jackpot games; and 
from $4,000 to $8,000 for the 
total amount of prizes awarded 
in a calendar day.
This bill would also remove 

restrictions on the number of 
days a licensed association 
may conduct bingo games, 
permit pre-draw bingo, allow 
new members of a licensed 
association to assist in the 
operation of bingo, authorize 
non-members to call numbers 
and permit bingo prize amounts 
to be advertised.
House Bill 1334 now moves 

to the Senate for consideration.

Vet breakfast is Nov. 4
In honor of the veterans of the 

106th District who put their 

lives on the 
line to serve 
our country, I 
will be hosting 
my 2016 Vet-
erans Break-
fast from 8 to 
10 a.m. Friday, 
Nov. 4.  It will 
be held at Spring Garden Re-
ception and Conference Center 
in Lower Swatara Township, 
903 Spring Garden Drive, 
Middletown.
Reservations for this event are 

required and can be made by 
contacting my Hershey office 
at 717-534-1323, no later than 
Monday, Oct. 24.
The breakfast will be compli-

mentary to those in attendance 
and is limited to veterans, 
including active duty military, 
residing in the 106th Legisla-
tive District. Accommodations 
will be made for disabled vet-
erans requiring the assistance 
of another person.
Each year, I look forward to 

this opportunity to personally 
thank our veterans for their sac-
rifice. I hope all area veterans 
who have served our country 
will consider joining me for my 
last veterans breakfast before 
I retire.

John D. Payne is a Republican 
member of the Pennsylvania 
House of Representatives 
whose 106th District includes 
Middletown. Email him at 
jpayne106@pahousegop.com. 
His Capitol office telephone 
number is 717-787-2684.

JOHNPAYNE  THE CAPITOL REPORT

Sound Off is published as a venue for our readers to express their personal opinions and does not express 
the opinions of the Press And Journal. Sound Off is published in the Viewpoints sections but is not intended 
to be read as news reports. 

DELILAHRUMBURG
Investigation of  
Pirates player is a  
strong reminder 
that sex assault is  
serious, common

Another high-profile sexual assault case 
is making news in the commonwealth. 
Pittsburgh Pirates third baseman Jung Ho 
Kang is facing an investigation stemming 
from an incident in a Chicago hotel room 
earlier this year.
While details of the latest case are still 

emerging, it’s important to remember 
that sexual violence is a serious and 
widespread problem — extending far beyond famous 
athletes such as Kang, celebrities or politicians. It affects 
each and every one of our communities and what we say 
and do about it matters.
As an organization that works to end sexual violence 

and advocates for the rights and needs of sexual assault 
victims across the commonwealth’s 67 counties, we 
know that sexual assault is a complex issue and that it 
is critical that we increase the public’s knowledge about 
sexual violence. By increasing our knowledge of offender 
dynamics and understanding victim needs, we can more 
effectively address and ultimately prevent sexual violence.
We know the Pirates have been leaders in southwest 

Pennsylvania, using their public platform as a way to 
get more people involved in preventing and responding 
to sexual assault and domestic violence. We know they 
take these issues seriously, and are following new MLB 
guidelines. Under league rules, Kang cannot be disciplined, 
if appropriate, until MLB concludes its investigation.
And that may take some time.
It is common for sexual assault investigations to take 

a year or more to move from investigation to court pro-
ceedings in most court systems in the United States. It is 
also common that sexual assault investigations result in 
a variety of outcomes which do not indicate whether or 
not the sexual assault occurred.
Prosecutors may feel that there is not enough evidence to 

either charge the assailant, or to be able to persuade a jury 
— particularly when the assailant holds a position in high 
public esteem; they may honor a victim’s personal desire 
to move on with her life instead of replaying the assault 
repeatedly in a series of courtroom hearings; they may 
recognize that lesser charges may pose fewer barriers to a 
conviction and still provide some level of accountability 
for the assailant; and they may opt to charge with a sex 
crime and later agree to a plea bargain for something lesser.
One of the goals of the PA Says No More campaign 

— which is a joint effort between the Pennsylvania 
Coalition Against Rape and the Pennsylvania Coalition 
Against Domestic Violence — is to increase the public’s 
understanding of sexual assault and help us move away 
from the notion that the criminal justice system is the 
only appropriate entity to respond to sexual assault. Most 
victims never report sexual assault to law enforcement, 
so it is up to all of us to become involved in preventing 
sexual assault in the first place and responding with sup-
port and resources when our friends and family confide 
the unspeakable.
The Pirates organization, as a supporter of the PA Says 

No More campaign and a partner of PCADV, knows that 
how they respond to this incident will speak volumes in 
the public.
By increasing our understanding of what contributes 

to sexual violence — and by promoting safe behaviors, 
healthy relationships and healthy sexuality — we can help 
to stop sexual violence before it occurs.
Those in need of assistance related to sexual or domestic 

violence can find a listing of services in Pennsylvania at 
PAsaysnomore.com.

Delilah Rumburg is CEO of the Pennsylvania Coalition 
Against Rape.

Russell Long, U.S. 
senator from 1948 to 
1987, once described 
tax reform as: “Don’t 
tax you. Don’t tax 
me. Tax the guy be-
hind the tree.”
Sen. Long’s com-

ment wasn’t unique. 
In the 1830s, Frenchman Alexis de 
Tocqueville visited the United States 
and made observations in his “De-
mocracy in America” — including 
our country’s tendencies to make 
large expenditures of public moneys 
using other people’s money: “. . . the 

government of the democracy is the 
only one under which the power that 
votes the taxes escapes the payment 
of them.”
Remarkably, this still applies in the 

21st century and was part of the delib-
erations on the 2016-2017 state budget, 
which will spend $31,533,732,000 or 
$86,393,786.30 a day, $3,599,741.10 
an hour, $59,995.69 a minute, and 
$999.93 every second.
However, as these expenditures ex-

ceeded estimated revenues by approxi-
mately $1,350,000,000, either lower 
spending or additional revenues were 
needed to balance the budget. While 

I advocated for less spending (espe-
cially borrowing, which now accounts 
for 4 percent of total commonwealth 
spending), mandated budget costs ac-
counted for $860,000,000 (61 percent) 
of the increased spending and includes 
pensions, human services, prisons and 
Medicaid.
With Pennsylvania’s public pension 

systems losing $10 million a day and $3 
billion a year, I fought hard to address 
these financial woes, which was caused 
by many factors, including previous 
underfunding of the pension systems 
and financial investments that fell 
far short of expectations: 0.4 percent 

rather than the predicted 7.25 percent.
With combined liabilities now ex-

ceeding $60 billion, it would take 60 
years to address this sea of red ink 
with new revenues alone. 
When Gov. Tom Wolf came into of-

fice, he estimated a Marcellus Shale 
tax would generate $1 billion. With the 
slowdown in that industry, additional 
revenue estimates are now less than 
$100 million.
Still, there were a multitude of ideas 

to balance the budget by raising ad-
ditional moneys beyond Marcellus 
Shale, including: personal income 
tax and/or sales tax increases, higher 

cigarette and other tobacco taxes, 
more gambling, and increased taxes 
on banks and/or cable services.
I’m not able to support increased 

taxes without concerted efforts to 
cut expenses. Until we truly address 
mandated budget costs, we’ll continue 
to look at taxes.
The following new revenues were 

ultimately approved to balance this 
year’s budget:
• $1 increase in cigarette and other 

tobacco taxes: $495.7 million.
• Tax amnesty: $100 million.
• Cap of sales tax vendors’ discount: 

$55.5 million.

• Digital downloads: $46.9 million.
• Bank shares: $23.5 million.
• PIT on lottery winnings: $15.8 

million.
Positions on the tax changes largely 

reflected Long’s and de Tocqueville’s 
sentiments: Those who call for higher 
taxes generally aren’t the ones who 
will pay them.
Some things never change.

Mike Folmer is a Republican member 
of the Pennsylvania Senate whose 
48th District includes Middletown. 
His Capitol office telephone number 
is 717-787-5708.

An old adage: ‘Don’t tax me ... tax the guy behind the tree’ 
MIKEFOLMER

The Environmental Pro-
tection Agency’s latest 
report on greenhouse gas 
emissions demonstrates 
shrewd political strategy 
— and a wanton disregard 
for objective science. 
Using a questionable 

methodology, the EPA 
found that the nation’s methane emissions 
have been dramatically higher in recent 
years than previously thought. And for the 
EPA, this is a story with a villain: In a major 
departure from earlier studies, this year’s 
report claims the oil and gas industry is the 
nation’s chief methane culprit.
Green activists were quick to trumpet the 

new findings as proof that the energy indus-
try is behind all of our environmental ills.
Never mind the fact that oil and gas 

companies have actually been driving 
the nation’s recent historic reductions in 
greenhouse gas emissions. 
Rather than supporting an energy model 

that continues to drive down emissions, 

regulators prefer to point the finger at 
Big Oil.
There’s reason to be skeptical of the EPA’s 

new data. First, years of government re-
search show that methane emissions from 
the oil and gas industries have actually been 
falling. According to last year’s report from 
the EPA, methane pollution from natural 
gas dropped by nearly 11 percent from 
2005 to 2013. The new study, by contrast, 
shows a decline of less than 1 percent dur-
ing that period.
That statistic is mysterious considering 

that the energy sector has taken many steps 
to reduce emissions. Nationwide, since 
2000, oil and gas companies have invested 
$90 billion in technologies designed to 
slash harmful pollutants. 
It’s also impossible to ignore the politi-

cal ammunition these updated estimates 
provide for the Obama administration. The 
EPA recently issued new methane regula-
tions to significantly cut methane pollution 
in the oil and gas sector. 
The revised findings will help justify 

these standards.
Meanwhile, the report deflects attention 

from last year’s leader in methane emis-
sions: animals like cattle, sheep, and swine. 
The 2015 EPA report found that the 

American livestock population has pro-
duced more methane pollution than the 
natural gas industry every year since at 
least 2009. For the Obama administration, 
it’s always about finding a villain, rather 
than a solution.
A regulatory crackdown aimed at the 

agricultural industry — or steak lovers, 
for that matter — is a political non-starter. 
From the EPA’s perspective, better to blame 
on the oil and gas industry. 
But by putting politics before science, 

the EPA is missing an opportunity to 
substantially reduce emissions. The shale 
energy boom has led to an abundance of 
low-cost natural gas — an energy source 
that emits roughly half the CO2 of coal. 
As domestic power-generation has moved 
towards this cleaner fuel in recent years, 
America’s emissions have fallen to nearly 

20-year lows.
If environmental regulators are genuinely 

interested in cutting emissions, they should 
abandon their attempts to undermine one 
of the few industries helping on this front. 
The EPA should work instead to spread 
this pollution-cutting energy model to 
other nations.
Consider exports of liquefied natural gas. 

At a time when America has become the 
global leader in natural gas production, 
Western Europe remains dependent on 
Russia for their gas. Expanding our natural 
gas exports would provide our allies with 
a more reliable supply of a fuel. 
That environmentalists are unlikely to sup-

port such a policy is telling. As the new EPA 
report makes clear, the green movement is 
more interested in smearing the oil and gas 
industry than in acknowledging the facts.

Jeff Stier is a senior fellow at the Na-
tional Center for Public Policy Research 
in Washington, D.C., and heads its Risk 
Analysis Division.

EPA’s emissions report trades in science for politics 
JEFFSTIER

Some days, you hit it right. I offer 
into evidence Tuesday, June 7. Tow-
ing a fine-mesh net for plankton in 
a Virginia inlet, our apparatus was 
fairly clogged with red-fringed clam 
worms, bottom dwellers summoned 
by the new moon from their homes 
in the dark sediments to wriggle and 
mate, then gloriously die at the sun-
spangled surface.
On the backside of a nearby beach, we seined up 

silverside minnows full of eggs and sperm, ensur-
ing the continuation of a species that, along with 
menhaden and bay anchovies, form the forage base 
for striped bass and other predator fish.
Mixed in with the minnows were more wrigglers: 

little eels spawned last fall in the cold black depths 
of the faraway Sargasso Sea, delivered here by ocean 
currents, destined to populate rivers and streams 
throughout the Chesapeake and East Coast. Years 
from now — cued by what, science really doesn’t 
know — they will somehow navigate back to the 
Sargasso deeps, expiring there in a burst of reproduc-
tion with eels from across North America.
Gliding into the warm shallows came a female 

horseshoe crab. Soon, a male would emerge and 
attach with special clasper claws to the rear of her 
shell. She’d drag him to the high tide line to fertilize 
the eggs she’d inject into the beach edge. At peak 
spawning on the full and new moons in May and 
June, a mammoth outpouring of horseshoe eggs 
provides fuel for migrating shorebirds from as far 
off as Argentina and Brazil.
As my college class pulled the seine, I wandered 

down the marsh edge, spooking a railbird from her 
nest, exposing 10 mottled eggs. In the next few 
hundred yards, had I been a fox, I could have gorged 
my fill on several more just like it.
In a few more days, water temperatures were set to 

trigger an explosion of sperm and eggs from oysters 
that lined the coves and marsh banks. As the tide re-
ceded, exposed mudflats began to swarm with flights 
of migrating shorebirds extracting feisty fiddler crabs 
from their burrows.
All of what I’ve described above was the barest 

sample from the merest scrap of the edges of land and 
water that define and enliven our planet. Chesapeake 
Bay alone has perhaps 11,000 miles of such land-
water merge. Most of the year, in the classroom, I 

preach the concept of these edges: the most produc-
tive ecosystems on Earth, from mangroves and coral 
reefs to tidal wetlands and seagrass meadows and 
oyster rocks — all of these nurturing an astounding 
quantity and variety of bird and fish life. They are 
also the most seductive ecosystems on Earth, with 
half of the world’s human population living on about 
5 percent of the globe, most of that near the natural 
bounty of the edges.
There is no better place to learn peaceful coexistence 

between us and the rest of nature. And the concept is 
fine enough; but it is days like today, out here with 
life just detonating all around and above and beneath 
you, that affirms it in a way no PowerPoint or lecture 
or nature film could ever do.
It’s the reason for this class, which takes students 

in kayaks camping for a month around Delmarva, 
a peninsula washed by Chesapeake and Delaware 
bays and the Atlantic, and divided by the Chester, 
Choptank, Nanticoke and Pocomoke rivers.
A typical reaction from people we meet: “Wish I 

could have gotten six credits for that when I was in 
school.” Amen.
We see it all, from fresh to salt, from the solitude of 

quiet creeks and cypress swamps, to the big salty wa-
ters in sight of Norfolk and Virginia Beach — the last 
week capped with a 40-mile paddle from Dorchester 
County south to Smith and Tangier islands. Always, 
we’re following those edges.
And in recent years, we’re looking at the edge 

through another lens, that of traveling a landscape 
that will change drastically in the students’ lifetimes. 
One of our maps shows in shades of orange the land 
we’re destined to lose around the region to sea level 
rise. It’s dated 2010 and predicated on a rise of about 
a meter by 2100 — which is already beginning to 
look conservative.
There will still be edges of land and water, just farther 

inland. Many islands will depopulate or disappear. 
Many peninsulas, including the huge Delmarva, will 
be skinnier. The best we can do is to leave the vital 
edges room to migrate; stop developing there.
And of course, do all in our power to forestall the 

worst of climate change. If you need reasons, start 
with appreciating the amazing fecundity of life where 
water meets the land.

Tom Horton has written about Chesapeake Bay for 
more than 40 years, including eight books.

TOMHORTON
Don’t let climate change destroy beauty
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St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Spring & Union Sts., Middletown

Church Office 944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor

Saturday Worship With Spoken Liturgy - 5 pm
Summer Worship Schedule Thru Sept. 4

Worship Service - 9 am • No Sunday School
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am

Kierch Sundays - September 4

   CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   

Parish Office 944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor

Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm

Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown

944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF

Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street • 944-5835

Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

New Beginnings Church
at the Riverside Chapel

630 South Union St., Middletown • 388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am

Pastor BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"

890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of 441 & Ebenezer Road)

Phone 939-0766 
Sunday Worship:

Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am

Christian Child Care - 985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor

www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown

REV. LEE ELLENBERGER, Pastor
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 

Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 944-4322

Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown

PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
PASTOR JAMES LYLES, Youth Pastor, 10xBetter

Phone 944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

Ebenezer African Methodist Episcopal Church
329 Market Street, Middletown

Pastor C. VICTORIA BROWN, M.Div. • 215-280-0798
Church School - 10 am •Worship Service - 11 am

 Calvary Church has been a part of 
the Middletown Borough community 
since 1936. It has been our privilege to 
proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ 
all these years and to do so knowing 
the good news has never changed in 
over 2000 years. We firmly hold to the 
Apostles Creed and the Westminster 
Confession of Faith and its Larger and 
Shorter Catechisms as clearly teaching 
what Scripture teaches. If we believe 
the Gospel of Christ, then by trusting 
in his death and resurrection for sin-
ners we can and will be forgiven and 
saved from God’s wrath. Please join 

us each Sunday to hear the Gospel.
 Our services are at 10:15 a.m. and 

6 p.m. We are located at the corner 
of Spruce and Emaus streets here in 
Middletown. We have a fellowship 
meal following the 10:15 a.m. morning 
service on the first Sunday of every 
month, free to all who come. We 
also have Sunday school classes for 
all ages at 9 a.m., and a Bible Study 
each Wednesday at 7 p.m. We are now 
studying the Gospel of Luke. 
 Feel free to contact us with questions 

at 944-5835.

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Middletown

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 
and Childcare, 890 Ebenezer Road, 
Middletown, invites everyone to join 
us for worship on Sunday mornings led 
by Pastor Brad Gilbert. Our services 
are relaxed and casual. We offer a 
traditional service at 8:45 a.m. and a 
contemporary service at 10:45 a.m. At 
10 a.m., between services, there is a 
variety of Christian education classes 
for all ages. 
 There are several things happening at 

Ebenezer and all are welcome. There 

is a prayer time “Partners in Prayer” 
that meets the first Monday of each 
month at 7 p.m. Through scripture, 
song, and meditation we experience 
the joy of God’s presence. Have a 
favorite board game? “Game Night” 
is every third Monday at 6:30 p.m. 
We also offer a variety of other groups 
including Bible studies. 
 For additional information please 

contact the church office at 939-0766 
or e-mail us at ebenezerumc890@
comcast.net.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Middletown

We are an independent body of believ-
ers offering God’s invitation for a new 
beginning to all who seek it. We exist 
to meet the spiritual, emotional and 
physical needs of all people through 
faith in Jesus Christ. We are a Safe 
Sanctuary congregation. Our church 
steeple bell tolls four times at the be-
ginning of worship, one for the Father, 
the Son, the Holy Spirit and you.
 New Beginnings Church invites 

you to worship with us each Sunday 
at 10:30 a.m. Nursery and children’s 
church is provided. Our congrega-
tion meets at Riverside Chapel, 630 
S. Union St., next to the Rescue Fire 
Company. Sunday School for all ages 
is at 9 a.m. Youth Fellowship is from  
5 to 7 p.m. We are handicap accessible 
via ramp at back door. For additional 
church information call 944-9595. For 
security purposes our back and side 
doors will be locked every Sunday 
morning at 10:30 a.m. at the start of 
worship. The only door for entry after 
that will be the front door.
 Wednesdays: Craft Group, 1 p.m.; 

Choir rehearsals, 6:30 p.m.; Praise 
Band rehearsals, 7:30 p.m.   
 Thursday evenings Pastor Britt’s 

Bible study begins at 6 p.m. followed 
by Round Table discussion; Sociable 
Seniors group meets the 1st and 3rd 
Monday of every month from 1 to 
3 p.m.; Blanket making is the 2nd 
Thursday of every month at 9 a.m. 
We clean the Middletown Food Bank 
the 3rd Saturday every other month. 

Everyone is welcome to participate in 
these important areas of our church 
life.
 Pastor Britt writes a daily devotional 

on Facebook page, “One Way, One 
Truth, One Life.” We invite all to 
read it.
 Nursery: Dana Rhine, Evette Gra-

ham. August ushers: Linda Balmer, 
Jackie and Sam Rainal, Diane Rowe. 
Greeter for August: Dick Wagner. 
Children’s Church leaders for August: 
Michelle, Katie and Jenny Strohecker. 
 Men’s Group meets every Thursday 

morning at 6 a.m. for prayer. Com-
munity men invited.
 Our “Prayer and Veggie Garden” 

is started. Wooden pickets inscribed 
for the fence are being sold for a cost 
in memory of, honor of, or family 
name. Contact Michelle Strohecker 
at 717-982-5068.
 Save the date of Sunday, August 28 

for our special worship service and 
picnic to celebrate our 5th anniversary.
 Our Sunday worship service is 

broadcast on the MAHS radio sta-
tion, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. every 
Sunday afternoon. Listen on the radio 
or the Internet at www.pennlive.com/
wmss/audio. Check us out on our 
website at www.newbeginningsch-
urchmiddletownpa.com.
 Pastor Britt’s parting words each 

Sunday: “Nothing in this world is 
more important than the love of Jesus 
Christ!” We invite you to come and 
experience this love.

New Beginnings Church
Middletown

The Presbyterian Congregation is lo-
cated at the corner of Union and Water 
streets in downtown Middletown. We 
are a body of Christian people who 
reach out to others by sharing God’s 
Word, love, and fellowship. Warm 
greetings to one and all as we seek to 
grow closer to our Lord Jesus Christ.
 Sat., Aug. 6: 7 p.m., Presbyterian 

Night at the Harrisburg Senators. 
Ticket sales will benefit Camp Kris-
lund. Please contact the church office 
for more information.
 Church School is completed for the 

summer. Adult Forum will resume on 
Sept. 18, the week after we worship 
and dine at Indian Echo Caverns. Have 
a renewing and beautiful summer. 
 Please join us for worship and com-

munion at 10:30 a.m. on Sunday,  
Aug. 7. Our sanctuary is air-condi-
tioned and handicapped accessible, 
and there are also hearing devices for 
anyone wanting to use one. Nursery is 

available during the service, as well 
as Bible Listening bags for children to 
utilize during the service. Do join us.
 Mon., Aug. 8: 6:30 p.m., Labyrinth 

walk at Mateer’s.
 Tues., Aug. 9: 10 a.m., Mary’s Circle.
 Our electronic newsletter can be 

accessed anytime: (1) Search for the 
website by typing in pcmdt.org or Pres-
byterian Congregation of Middletown; 
(2) The “home page” opens with a 
photo of our church bell tower; (3) Go 
to the upper right hand corner of the 
website and click on “resources”; (4) 
The new page opens with options: click 
on “newsletter.” (These are PDF files, 
should open with Adobe Acrobat).
 The Parish Nurse is available by call-

ing the church office at 717-944-4322. 
 For further information, see our 

Website www.pcmdt.org, visit our 
Facebook page www.facebook.com/
Presbyterian Congregation, or call 
the office.

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Middletown

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church is located at Spring and Union 
streets, (121 N. Spring St.), Middle-
town. We are a Reconciling In Christ 
Church.
 Please join us for worship. Our wor-

ship times are: Wednesday morning at 
10 a.m., Saturday evening, 5 p.m., and 
Sunday morning worship is at 9 a.m., 
through Sunday, September 4. Our 
Sunday worship service is broadcast 
at 11a.m. on WMSS 91.1FM. Our 
Saturday service is a casual traditional 
service. This service usually is 45 
minutes in length. Please enter the 
church through the parking lot door. 
 The first Sunday of each month is 

Food Pantry Sunday. Needed items 
are syrup, pancake mix, cake mixes, 
frostings, white noodles (not whole 
grain), puddings – especially choco-
late, gelatins, ketchup, mustard, mayo, 
vinegar, pickles, olives, barbecue 
sauces, any condiments, vegetable 
or canola oils, and always toiletries. 
These are items not consistently 
purchased or available at Central PA 
Food Bank. Items collected are taken 
to the Middletown Area Interfaith 
Food Pantry located at 201 Wyoming 

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Middletown

944-1000
• • • HOURS • • •

Monday 1-8; Tuesday 12-8 
Wednesday Closed ; Thursday 10-8 

Friday 9-8; Saturday 8-12

124 W. Main Street, Middletown

Sharp Cuts

10% Senior 
Citizen 

Discount 
Everyday!

Street, Royalton. Individuals may also 
take items directly to the food pantry, 
which is open Tuesdays and Fridays, 
from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. The Com-
munity Action Commission office is 
open Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at the same location.
Church and Community Events:
 Wed., Aug. 3: 10 a.m., Holy Com-

munion-Chapel.
 Sat., Aug. 6: 5 p.m., Holy Com-

munion.
 Sun., Aug. 7: Pentecost 12; Food 

Pantry Sunday; 9 a.m., Holy Com-
munion (T). 
 Mon., Aug. 8: 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., St. 

Peter’s Community Dinner. Featured 
entrée is Swiss steak. Everyone is 
invited and tickets are available at 
the door.
 Tues., Aug. 9: 6:30 p.m., Congrega-

tion Council.
 Wed., Aug. 10: 10 a.m., Holy 

Communion-Chapel; 1:30 p.m., Holy 
Communion-Interfaith Apts.
 Visit our website at www.stpe-

tersmiddletown.org.
 Scripture for August 7: Gen 15:1-6; 

Ps 33:12-22; Heb 11:1-3, 8-16; Luke 
12:32-40.

Pennsylvania 
Family 
Roots

GENEALOGY

Sharman Meck Carroll, PO Box 72413, Thorndale, PA 19372
pafamroots@msn.com
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David Starr Of Branch Township, Schuylkill Co., Pa.
 David Starr is a member of the fourth generation of his family in Schuylkill 

County, good citizen and other worthy qualities a typical representative of 
the name he bears. From the name of his great-grandfather, who settled in 
Schuylkill County when he came to this country from Germany, Starr has been 
counted among its most useful, substantial residents, thrifty in business and 
alive to the general welfare, showing their interest in public-spirited service 
to their fellow citizens at every opportunity.
 Peter Starr, Sr., grandfather of David Starr, was born in Schuylkill County. 

He learned the trade of a tailor, at which he worked in Branch and Reilly 
townships, and was a well-known man in that section in his day. He lived to 
the great age of ninety-eight years, seven months, fifteen days, and is buried 
in the old Frieden’s Church Cemetery near Llewellyn, in Branch Township. 
His children were: Abraham (my line), John, Jacob, Elizabeth, Susan, Maria 
and Catherine.
 Abraham Starr, father of David Starr, was born and reared in Schuylkill 

County,  passed all his life here, dying when sixty-eight years old. He is buried 
in the cemetery of Friedens’s Church. He always worked by the day. By his 
marriage to Rebecca Zechman he had a large family, five of whom still survive: 
Charles, William, Jacob, Abraham and David. 
 David Starr, son of Abraham, was born 28 February 1845, at Llewellyn, 

in Branch Township. When but six years old he came to the place where he 
has since made his home, the farm of his uncle, Peter Starr, Jr., who reared 
and educated him, having no children of his own. David Starr remained with 
his uncle until the latter’s death. He assisted with the farm work, and is still 
engaged in cultivating what he retains of the tract, having sold the part upon 
which the famous Black Diamond Colliery is situated. In his uncle’s day it 
was worked by independent operators, but it is now run by the Philadelphia & 
Reading Coal and Iron Company, who acquired it at sheriff’s sale.
 Mr. Starr has been township treasurer, and succeeded his uncle Peter as 

supervisor of Branch Township, holding the office for six months. He has 
been a prominent member of the Reformed Church, in which he has served 
as elder. He married Mary M. Henry about 1865 and they had a family of nine 
children: Sarah R., unmarried; William Albert; Catherine, wife of Fred A. Bar-
rows, living in Boston, Mass.; Jane Gertrude, wife of Milton Starr, living in 
Branch Township; Samuel Oscar, at home; and four who died young, Claretta 
(1876-1880), Elsie Augusta Starr (1885-1886); two died young.
 Peter Starr, Jr., the uncle by whom David Starr was reared, was a prominent 

resident of Branch Township, well known in and around the town of Llewellyn. 
He kept store, carried on a huckster business, and owned a farm of one hundred 
acres, much of which provided to be valuable coal land. He was also in the 
timber business, and was successful in all his undertakings. He and his wife 
are both deceased.
William Albert Starr, Proprietor Of “Star Hotel” At Tuscarora, Schuylkill 

County, Pa. - William Albert Starr, proprietor of the “Star Hotel” at Tuscarora, 
turned to his present business some years ago after a varied experience, in 
1906 buying out Elmer Garber, who was conducting a saloon in J. F. Rehm’s 
property. Mr. Starr was born 31 March, 1868, at Branch Dale, Schuylkill 
County, son of David Starr and Magdalene L. Henry, belongs to an old family 
established in this county by his great-great-grandfather, who settled here on 
his arrival from Germany.
 William Albert Starr grew up in Branch Township and attended the public 

school at Stine’s Mill, between the Brickery Road and Mr. Lord Place. Wil-
liam worked on his father’s farm until he reached the age of twenty-one years, 
when he went to work at the Atkins Rolling Mill, remaining there one year. 
After another year at home he found employment in a sawmill at Branchdale, 
where he worked three years, following which he did carpenter work at the 
Blackwood Colliery for four years. For the next six months he was engaged 
in a planning mill at Reading, Pa., spent another six months conducting a 
grocery business at Reading, Berks County on his account, then returned 
home again for a short time. His next position was at the Otto Colliery, where 
he was a timber man for a time, he and Charles Shadel becoming partners 
in the timber business there and so continuing until the strike of 1902, after 
which William Starr did prospecting for the Black Diamond Anthracite Coal 
Company at Branch Dale, where he acted as an outside foreman for two years. 
From there he changed to the Blackwood Breaker, where he did carpenter work 
for eighteen months at the end of the period coming to Tuscarora, where on 
September 25, 1906, he rented the hotel of J. Franklin Rehm, which he has 
since been conducting. He continued to rent it until 31 December 1910 when 
the property was sold by the sheriff to M. J. Duffy, from whom Mr. Starr has 
since purchased. In his various connections he has become very well known, 
and his personal popularity has aided him greatly in making a success of the 
hotel, which is well patronized. William Starr has taken considerable interest 
in the public affairs of the locality, and has served as member of the election 
board. Socially he belongs to “the Buffaloes at Tamaqua.”
 On 15 December 1904, William Albert Starr married Lulu Holwig, daughter 

of John W. Holwig and Emma R. Minnich of Newton, Schuylkill County, Pa. 
They are the parents of two sons, Wilbert H. (11 Nov. 1908-July1975), Wil-
bert married a Canadian woman named Ann and Louis Sarge (29 Aug1914-1 
March 1988), married Rita King. The family is associated with the Reformed 
denomination.
 Lulu S. Starr of Tuscarora, mother of Louis Starr of Freeland, died at 3:30 a.m. 

yesterday in the Good Samaritan Hospital, Pottsville, where she was admitted 
on April 24th. Her husband William Albert died 23 years ago. Other survivors 
are a son Wilbert of White Plains, N.Y.; a sister, Mrs. Maude Schmidt, Penn 
Lake; and two grandchildren. The private funeral services will be conducted 
on Friday at 1 p.m. from the Zizelman Funeral Home, Tamaqua. Interment 
will be in the Odd Fellows Cemetery, Tamaqua.
Published in Standard-Sentinel, Hazleton, Pa.
Wednesday Morning, April 30, 1958
 

Querry
 I’m looking for family information on William Albert Starr and Lulu Holwig 

family. Anyone has information; pictures of this family are welcome. I’m con-
nected to this Starr family through my maternal grandmother before I was born 
in 1948. Her name was Lottie Starr Meck from Llewellyn, Branch Township, 
Schuylkill County. Her parents were Abraham Starr and Alice Zimmerman, 
David Starr, younger brother. Back in June 1986 Louis Starr lived in Freeland, 
Pa. He and his wife were not well, but he was going to get his Starr informa-
tion and pictures of the family. He had a son living in Texas in the Air Force. 
 Please send to Pennsylvania Family Roots, C/O Sharman Meck Carroll, P.O. 

Box 72413, Thorndale, PA 19372-1035.

It's never 
too late to 
go back to 

school.

~ DO IT FOR YOURSELF ~
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Thanks, Mom!
 Home is never very far away.

Press And Journal's e-edition will

 follow your college student

 wherever they may be.

STudenT SubScripTion Special
Press And JournAl e-edition:

 only $21 for 35 weeks* 

                    (regular subscription: $30)

*or April 30th, whichever comes first

●  Print edition for Dauphin and 
Lancaster counties: $21

●  Print edition outside of Dauphin 
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●  Print & Online e-edition 
Combination: $50Subscribe online at: www.pressandjournal.com

or call 717-944-4628
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The Press And Journal

Middletown Borough
 ‘Movie’ In The Works

 A movie about Middletown?
 Well, sort of.
 Actually it will be a video production 

made up of still photos set to music. 
It won’t be real long, said Borough 
Council President Barbara Layne, but 
it will be very informative. According 
to Layne, the video will be used for 
both promotional and educational 
purposes.
 “It’s clear we have little to develop 

in that we are landlocked, but I feel 
strongly that we should maintain what 
we have. Let’s promote use of what few 
vacant and unused spots we do have,” 
Layne said, mentioning Middletown 
Plaza as an example.
 To help accomplish that goal, the 

video will highlight Middletown 
businesses, historical sites, schools, 
recreational areas, community ac-
tivities and so on, Layne said. More 
specifically, Layne noted the high-
lights could include the opening of 
Woodlayne apartments, the Annual 
Colonial Arts & Crafts Fair, Memorial 
Day ceremonies, construction of the 
Kids’ Kastle, the Liberty Band Hall, 
Old St. Peter’s Kierch and candid shots 
of all Borough departments.
 For promotional purposes, Layne 

said copies of the video could be 
distributed to organizations such as 
the Area Chamber of Commerce, the 
New Baldwin  Corridor Coalition, the 
Capital Region Economical Devel-
opment Corporation (CREDC) and 
various real estate agencies.
 Layne envisions the video being used 

as an educational tool by area schools 
and groups such as the Boy Scouts.
 “It could be viewed prior to attending 

a Council meeting. It would help them 
ask questions. The more involved we 
get our youth in local government, 
the better off we’ll be. They are our 
future,” Layne said.

Woman Named M-town’s 1st 
Intern In New Program

 A young Lancaster woman who is 
studying for her Master’s Degree in 
Public Administration at Penn State 
Harrisburg has become the first person 
to be hired by Middletown Borough 
under its new internship program.

 The student intern, Rebecca Secrist, 
22, is a native of East Lampeter Town-
ship just outside of Lancaster City and 
a 1988 graduate of Conestoga Valley 
High School who earned a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in political science at 
the University of Delaware.
 Borough Council had authorized the 

establishment of the new internship 
program at its April meeting on the 
recommendation of Borough Manager 
Jack Hadge. Secrist was selected to 
inaugurate the Borough program after 
a consultation with Dr. Beverly Cigler, 
a Penn State Harrisburg professor and 
one of Secrist’s teachers, and other 
college officials.
 Secrist, the daughter of John and 

Hanna Secrist, began her assignment 
June 1 and will continue to work in 
the Borough office until the end of the 
college’s academic year next spring. 
At that point or shortly thereafter, the 
Borough will again consult with col-
lege officials to select a new intern.
 Secrist says the time she spends 

on her present job will help her earn 
credits toward her master’s degree, 
but she says she thinks the knowledge 
she’s gaining in this post will prove 
beneficial in other ways.
 With Secrist’s addition to its staff, 

Middletown Borough has become 
one of the first local municipalities 
to avail itself of the opportunity to 
use graduate students at Penn State 
Harrisburg as trained administrative 
aides. The Lower Swatara Township 
campus reportedly will become “home 
base” for Penn state’s new Masters in 
Public Administration program.

W. Donegal Township Residents 
Oppose Trash Costs In Program
 Few people like getting bills in the 

mail – and judging by the reaction of a 
large group of citizens, which gathered 
at the West Donegal Township Board 
of Supervisors meeting Monday night, 
no one there seemed to like their most 
recent garbage bill.
 The dispute was over a $62.50 

waste disposal bill sent to all Town-
ship residents last week, the first for 
a recycling program that was initiated 
in the Township last April 1.
 “I don’t think its fair!” said one resi-

dent angrily. “I got a bill for $62.50 
and all I put out for garbage are a few 
cat food cans!”
 Township Secretary/Treasurer Linda 

Macchioni explained that the quarterly 
bills are higher than usual because no 

bills were sent to residents when the 
recycling program was started. At that 
time, the Township was planning to 
transfer records to a new computer 
system and officials didn’t want to 
waste time putting data on equipment 
that soon would be obsolete. 
 The Township’s trash/recycling 

service, provided by Diffenderfer 
Disposal Service of Elizabethtown, 
costs each household $120 per year, 
or $10 per month for three bags a 
week, officials said. The price includes 
billing costs and a $5 discount that is 
available to customers who pay in full.
 “Lancaster County says that our 

Township has the lowest trash rate in 
the county,” Supervisor Jack Lawson 
affirmed. While members of a Town-
ship recycling committee selected 
what they determined as the most 
cost-effective carrier, officials still 
have no control over tipping fees and 
waste disposal costs dictated by the 
county, the Board said.

Prices From 23 Years Ago
Finast Sour Cream 
  32 oz. cont. ............................$1.32
Bumble Bee Tuna 
  6.125 oz. can .........................$1.34
Coconut Layer Cake ...... $3.98/each
T-Bone Steak ..................... $4.78/lb.
Corn King Boneless Ham . $2.28/lb.
Keebler Pecan Sandies 
  17 oz. pkg. .............................$2.49
Musselman’s Apple Sauce 
  48 oz. jar ................................. 2/$3
Stroehmann Dutch Potato Bread 
  22 oz. loaf .................................99¢
Thorofare Cola 12-pk. 
  12 oz. cans .............................$1.99
Contadina Stewed Tomatoes 
  14.5 oz. can ..............................69¢
Thorofare Grain Rice 
  5 lb. bag ....................................99¢ 

23 YEARS AGO - Dolphin Dynamos – The 20 members of the Middletown Dolphin Swim Team who 
competed in the Mid-Cap Super Star Championship are pictured above as well as four swimmers who 
will participate Aug. 6-8 in the Keystone State Games.

When government wants to do something, it must let citizens know.

Now that right is being threatened - by proposals to do away with 

the requirement to run public notices in your local newspaper.

Instead, they would be buried away on some obscure government website.

That means you'd never know what your local government was up to.

And what you don't know can hurt you.

Help stop any legislation that takes public notices out of the newspaper.

Take action NOW at savepublicnotices.org.

THE SPORTS PROGRAM JUST GOT CUT.
OR HADN’T YOU HEARD?

THE SPORTS PROGRAM JUST GOT CUT.
OR HADN'T YOU HEARD?

DO-IT-YOURSELF or HAVE IT INSTALLED 
by OUR OWN EXPERT MECHANICS

Home
Depot

Hess Gas5435 Jonestown Rd., Harrisburg
545-6103 • 545-9859

Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Mon., Thurs., Fri. 6-9; Sat. 9-3
www.gipefl oorandwallcovering.com • PA009846

Carpet • Sheet Vinyl • Ceramic Tile • Vinyl Tile 
Hardwood • Laminates • Floor Care Products

Check In-Store 
Specials

FLOOR & WALL COVERING

Visit Our Complete Showroom

Speedway

23 Years Ago
From The Middletown Journal Files

As temperatures continue to hover in 
the 90s, the Red Cross wants Central 
Pennsylvania residents to know how 
to deal with the extreme heat, and 
encourages people to check in on their 
friends and neighbors who don’t have 
air conditioning or who live alone.

Here are some tips:
Never leave children or pets in a 

vehicle — even for a few minutes. 
The inside temperature of a car can 
quickly reach 120 degrees.
Stay hydrated by drinking plenty of 

fluids throughout the day. Avoid drinks 
with alcohol or caffeine.
Slow down, stay indoors and avoid 

strenuous exercise during the hottest 
part of the day.

Wear loose-fitting, lightweight, light-
colored clothing. Avoid dark colors 
because they absorb the sun’s rays.
Use a buddy system if required to 

work outdoors and take frequent 
breaks.
Check on animals frequently to en-

sure that they are not suffering from 
the heat. Make sure they have plenty 
of cool water and shade.

If someone doesn’t have air condi-
tioning, they should choose public 
places (shopping malls, libraries, 
movie theaters) to go to for relief 
from the heat during the warmest part 
of the day. 
Additional tips are located at red-

cross.org/heatsafety. 

Stay safe in the extreme heat

Be a Good 
Neighbor.

Lend a Hand, 
If You Can
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Residents and staff from the 
Middletown Home gath-
ered in the home’s chapel 

Aug. 1 to celebrate the 72nd birth-
day of Charles Hughes, a retired 
PennDOT worker 
who also marked 
his 10-anniver-
sary of living at the 
home. 
Hughes treated 
everyone for his 
birthday party with 
root beer floats. 
He said a cool 
treat like a float 
was perfect for a 
summer birthday.

Middletown Home 
Residents and Staff 
Toast Birthday with 

Root Beer Floats


