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NEWS
Apartment fire kills man, 
dog in Middletown

An unidentified Middletown 
man died in a fire in an apartment 
building on South Lawrence Street 
late Monday, Jan. 26, Middletown 
police said.
The fire began around 11:30 p.m. 

in the 200 block of South Lawrence. 
A resident of the apartment and a 
dog died in the blaze, police said.
The Dauphin County coroner’s 

office will attempt to identify the 
victim, according to the borough.
The victim’s cat was revived by 

personnel with the Middletown 
Volunteer Fire Department and taken 
to the Rossmoyne Animal Emer-
gency Trauma Center, according to 
the borough.
Two other residents were homeless 

after the fire and assisted by the 
American Red Cross, the borough 
said.
The fire does not appear to be sus-
picious, according to the borough. 
A Pennsylvania State Police fire 
marshal and Dauphin County of-
ficials are investigating. 

Man wearing mask
robs Hummelstown bank

A man wearing a grey hooded 
sweatshirt and a black mask over 
his face robbed the Fulton Bank on 
West Main Street in Hummelstown 
around 10:30 a.m. on Friday, Jan. 
23, Hummelstown police said.
The unidentified man, who wore 

white or light-colored gloves, 
approached a teller and demanded 
cash, police said. No weapon was 
displayed.
The suspect fled on foot with an 

unspecified amount of money, 
police said.
He is described as a black male, 

about 5-feet-8, with a medium to 
slim build, police said. He also was 
wearing jeans and sneakers.
Anyone with information is asked 

to call the Hummelstown police at 
717-566-2555.

Middletown man waives 
charges to county court

A Middletown man charged with 
the attempted rape of a 13-year-old 
girl has waived his preliminary 
hearing and sent the charges to 
Dauphin County Court.
William Scott Allison, 52, of the 

100 block of Spring St., is charged 
with  attempted rape, unlawful con-
tact with a minor-sexual offenses, 
criminal attempt of involuntary devi-
ate sexual intercourse with someone 
less than 16 years old, aggravated 
indecent assault of someone less 
than 16 and corruption of minors. 
He is scheduled to be arraigned in 
county court on Feb. 25.
Allison was arrested in Lancaster 

on Dec. 14 after he had fled from 
his home in Middletown with his 
two sons shortly before Middletown 
police were to serve Allison with a 
warrant for his arrest, police said.
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Just after 6 a.m. on one July morning of his 5-million-
step journey, Troy Baker found his path was blocked. 
He was hiking on the Appalachian Trail in New 
Hampshire when he came upon a moose and her calf 

ahead.
She was not concerned about moving, either. Baker got 

within 20 yards of the moose when he realized she was tak-
ing her time eating. “I had to wait because I didn’t want to 
get too close,” he said. It was about 15 or 20 minutes before 
the pair cleared the way.
The moose – nearly the size of a cow, probably weigh-

ing around 600 pounds, Baker estimated – was just one of 
the interesting creatures he met after he left his job to hike 
the trail at the age of 34. He saw about 10 bears and plenty 
of snakes – rattlesnakes, copperheads and rat snakes – but 
the most memorable encounter was when he came upon an 
injured chipmunk.
“I looked up to see a rattlesnake about 5 feet away that I’m 

sure had just bitten the chipmunk,’’ Baker said. “So I backed 
down the trail and watched the rattlesnake come and eat the 
chipmunk.”
Baker began his journey on April 28, and he reached the 

trail’s southern terminus on Sept. 30. He says about one-
fourth of those who set out to complete a through-hike, 
which means they intend to hike the entire 2,189 miles of the 
trail within a year, are able to complete it. 
The Middletown native said he met fellow hikers often. 

Many people hike the trail while in their 20s, shortly after 
college, he said. Others embark on their journey in retire-

They call me

A Middletown native leaves his 
job to hike the Appalachian Trail

Submitted Photos
Baker encountered this moose while hiking the trail.
 
ment. The trail wanders through 14 states in the eastern U.S. 
from Maine to Georgia, although it misses South Carolina, 
Delaware and Rhode Island.
Early in his journey, Baker gave bananas to some through-

hikers. When he met up with them again days later, they 
mentioned the bananas, but mistook what he told them about 
the fruit as “rough bananas.” So “Rough Bananas’’ became 
his nickname on the trail. “Everyone has a trail name,” Baker 
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By Jim Lewis
Press And Journal Staff

Kim Haney stood in a crowd of Middletown residents who had 
gathered outside the borough hall in a protest against borough 
government that was organized on Facebook, clutching a sign 
made by her 15-year-old daughter  condemning partisan politics.
“Put Middletown 1st,’’ the sign demanded – and Haney hoped 

that members of Middletown Borough Council, who were 
scheduled to meet in about 45 minutes, would see it.
She was disturbed by recent events in the borough that she sees 

as nothing more than political gamesmanship by those who run 
borough hall – a majority of council and some borough admin-
istrators. When Mayor James H. Curry III took to a video he 
posted on the Facebook page of Middletown Residents United, 
urging citizens to speak their mind on important issues at council 
meetings, she and a number of others heeded the call, showing 
up at the door of borough hall about 45 minutes before council 
was to meet on Tuesday, Jan. 20.
She is not political – she planned to follow the crowd into 

council’s chambers and 
attend her first council 
meeting that night – yet 
she was compelled to 
join when she decided 
politics was trumping 
public service.
She disliked the tenor of a recent borough newsletter about 

council projects, judging it to be needlessly partisan, and was 
disturbed by a failed attempt by Curry to post a notice of local 
warming stations for residents who may have lost heat during a 
recent cold snap. And like others in the crowd, she questioned 
why Borough Manager Tim Konek had not yet signed a contract 
with the Pennsylvania Department of Transportation to plow 
state-owned streets in the borough after council approved the 
pact by a 5-2 vote last month – a pact opposed by council’s 
president and vice president.
So she joined the rally, then headed to council chambers, 
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Mayor’s Facebook post sparks rally against politics

Press And Journal Photo by Jim Lewis
Residents hold signs during a rally outside Middletown’s 
borough hall on Tuesday, Jan. 20.

Troy Baker stands at the terminus of the 
Appalachian Trail at Mount Katahdin, Maine.

By Dan Miller
Press And Journal Staff

The folks with Middletown Area Historical So-
ciety are just a bit excited. And they have good 
reason to be.
It’s official now: Middletown has its own museum 

and historical information center.
The paperwork is done, the lawyers signed off 

and, with Council President Chris McNamara’s 
signature on the deed, ownership of the Grosh 
building, a former dentist’s office at 29 E. Main 
St., was transfered from the borough to the society.
“I can’t explain how excited we are to finally 

have a home,” said Robin Pellegrini, a member 
of the society’s board of trustees.
But now the hard work really begins. And the 

society is going to need a lot of help.
Step One in this process will come at 7 p.m. on 

Feb. 23, when the society will hold an open house 
at the Grosh building to kick off a new museum 
committee. Anyone who wants to help the society 
in the new museum effort is encouraged to come 

Middletown museum becomes a reality

Press And Journal Photo by Dan Miller
An open house is planned in February for the Grosh building 
on East Main Street, where the Middletown Area Historical 
Society plans to open a town museum.

CHECK OUT OUR VIDEO
OF THE RALLY

It’s on our Web site at: 
www.pressandjournal.com

By Eric Wise
Press And Journal Staff

Newcomer Todd Truntz, an attorney, has joined in-
cumbents Michael Davies and Jon Wilt as a Republican 
team running for three seats up for election on the 
Lower Swatara Twp. Board of Commissioners in 2015.
Truntz, the vice chairman of the Lower Swatara 

Twp. Municipal Authority, works as an attorney with 
Saidis, Sullivan and Rogers, a Cumberland County 
law firm. “I have enjoyed serving on the municipal 
authority for years,” he said.
Truntz said he is interested in public service, and that 

he has no specific issues he plans to tackle if elected. 
“We’re excited to have him on board with us,” said 

Commission President Tom Mehaffie.
If elected, Truntz would assume the vacancy created 

by departing Commissioner Nick DiFrancesco, who 
was appointed to the board in September 2013. DiFran-
cesco had previously served on the Lower Swatara 
board as well as Dauphin County commissioner and 
Highspire Borough Council. DiFrancesco said he 

Davies

LOWER SWATARA TWP.

A newcomer, two incumbents
to run for commission posts

Truntz

Wilt

By Dan Miller
Press And Journal Staff

Middletown Borough Council – over strenuous 
objections of nearly a dozen residents – voted 4-3 
on Tuesday, Jan. 20 to appoint Mike Bowman 
to a vacant First Ward seat on council that was 
created by the resignation of Thomas Handley 
in December.
Bowman will serve throughout 2015. Voters 

in this year’s election will decide who will hold 
the seat for the last two years of Handley’s term, 
which runs through the end of 2017.
Bowman told the Press and Journal on Monday, 

Jan. 26 that he does not intend  to run for re-
election. Candidates have until March 10 to file 
petitions  to get on the ballot for the May primary.
The Jan. 20 meeting was preceded by a protest 

that was held outside the borough building. 
Inside council chambers, all 40-plus seats were 
filled as council’s meeting started, and at least 
another 20 or so residents were either standing 
or were outside in the hall.
No one in the audience spoke in favor of Bow-

man, although after the meeting one councilor 
who voted for him cited a Jan. 6 letter from 
Rep. John Payne that requested that Bowman’s 
“credentials be reviewed for appointment” to the 
vacant council seat. Payne was not at the meeting.
On Friday, Jan. 23, Payne e-mailed to the Press 

And Journal a letter in which he criticized Coun-
cil President Chris McNamara for comments 
attributed to McNamara in an article posted on 
PennLive after the council meeting. 

Bowman 
named to 
council seat

By Dan Miller
Press And Journal Staff

A property tax increase appears all but certain 
in 2015-16 for Middletown Area School District 
residents, but it won’t be as high as what was 
presented as part of the district’s “worst-case 
scenario” on Monday, Jan. 26.
Right now the district is looking at a 4.6 percent 

tax increase needed to close a deficit projected at 
just over $1 million by David Franklin, assistant 
superintendent for finance and operations.
The 4.6 percent hike would be the maximum the 

Middletown Area School Board could impose 
under state law without having to get approval 

MIDDLETOWN AREA SCHOOLS

Tax increase 
likely, board 
president says

Please See TAXES, Page A6
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 Charles Curtis Hughes, 85, of Eliza-
bethtown, formerly of Middletown, 
entered into eternal rest on Thursday, 
January 22, at Masonic Home, Eliza-
bethtown.
 Charles was born on November 18, 

1929 in Harrisburg, and was the son of 
the late John R. Hughes and Margaret 
Mullen Bohl. 
 He graduated from the former Lower 

Paxton High School, class of 1948; 
was a member of Hershey Free Church, 
First Church of God, Middletown, 
Middletown Historical Society, Wil-
liam Snyder Lodge in Harrisburg, Tall 
Cedars, the Shade Tree Commission 
of Middletown, and he was a former 
chairman of the former Middletown 
American Red Cross. 
 Charles owned and operated the for-

mer C. Curtis Hughes Flower Shop in 
Middletown for over 27 years; and he 
enjoyed family vacations, especially 
vacations to Disney World.
 In addition to his parents, Charles 

was preceded in death by a grandson 
Charles Douglas Lutz.
 Charles is survived by his loving wife 

of over 60 years, Hilda Laukemann 
Hughes; two daughters Karen Fritz 
and husband Michael of Carlisle, and 
Michele Lutz and husband Doug of 
Middletown; one stepbrother William 
D. Roberts of Florida; one stepsister 
Gene Mummert of Harrisburg; two 
granddaughters Heidi Sheaffer and 
husband Dennis of Carlisle, and Heath-
er Fritz of Carlisle; one grandson Cody 
Lutz; and two great-grandchildren 
Logan and Arlene Deardorff.
 A Tribute to his life: Wednesday, 

January 28, at 11 a.m. at First Church 

of God, 235 W. High St., Middletown, 
with the Rev. Kimberly Shifler and the 
Rev. Omar Zook officiating. 
 Viewing will be held on Tuesday, 

January 27, from 6 to 8 p.m. at the 
Matinchek & Daughter Funeral Home 
and Cremation Services, Inc., 260 E. 
Main St. Middletown, and from 10 
a.m. until the time of the service on 
Wednesday at the church.
 Condolences may be sent online at 

www.matinchekanddaughterfuneral-
home.com.

Charles Hughes

Norman Means
 Norman Robert Means, local Eliza-

bethtown icon, passed away on Satur-
day, January 24, in Rheems Nursing & 
Rehab Center, at the age of 79.    
 He was born Sunday, April 7, 1935 

in Elizabethtown to Kathryn Means 
Naugle. 
 Norman resided in his apartment 

in Elizabethtown for 36 years. He 
was well known by the residents in 
Elizabethtown for his hitchhiking 
across town; the tradition of giving 
Norman a ride spanned multiple 
generations. He was a faithful man, 
alternating his attendance each week 
between Elizabethtown Brethren in 
Christ and Elizabethtown Church of 
God. He enjoyed reading the Bible and 
was involved in prayer groups.  Nor-
man was crafty with his hands enjoying 
woodworking, building birdhouses 
and cradles. He was well loved and 
touched many lives. Norman will be 
greatly missed.
 He was preceded in death by his 

sister Alice A. Cooper.
 He is survived by a sister Gloria 

Poulos and husband Charles; six 
nieces and nephews; and numerous 
great-nieces and nephews.  
 Funeral Services: Wednesday, 

January 28 at 2 p.m. at Miller-Sekely 
Funeral Home & Crematory, 130 N. 
Market St., Elizabethtown, with Pastor 
Steve Lane officiating.  
 Family and friends are invited for 

visitation from 1 p.m. until time of 
the service.  
 Burial will follow in Mt. Tunnel 

Cemetery, Elizabethtown. 
  In lieu of flowers memorial contribu-

tions may be made in Norman’s honor 
to Elizabethtown Brethren in Christ, 
996 E. High St., Elizabethtown, PA 
17022, or Elizabethtown Church of 
God, 144 S. Market St., Elizabethtown, 
PA 17022.  
 Condolences and memories may be 

shared at www.millerfuneralhome.
com.

William Casper
 William J. Casper, 91, of Middle-

town, entered into eternal rest on 
Thursday, January 22, at the Hospice 
of Central PA Residence, Linglestown 
Rd., Harrisburg. 
 He was born on February 23, 1923 in 

Mahanoy City, and was the son of the 
late Joseph and Emily Swartz Casper. 
 William retired from the New Cum-

berland Army Depot; he was a member 
of Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Catholic Church, Middletown; 
he enjoyed working on cars and other 
things around the house; and he also 
enjoyed hunting and his dogs, espe-
cially Mitzi.
 In addition to his parents, he was 

preceded in death by his daughter 
Patricia Ann Kauffman in 2011. 
 He is survived by his loving wife of 

68 years, Mary A. Casper; two daugh-
ters Kathleen H. Gaito and husband 
Stephen V. of Connecticut, and Nancy 
M. Casper and husband Stephen Paul 
Mahinka of Virginia; son William J. 
Casper Jr. and wife Catherine Fisher of 
Mechanicsburg; sister Dorothy Krupi-
lis of Middletown; six grandchildren; 
and two great-grandchildren. 
 Mass of Christian Burial: Friday, 

January 30, at 11 a.m. at Seven Sorrows 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic 
Church, 280 N. Race St., Middletown, 
with the Rev. Ted Keating as celebrant. 
 Visitation will be from 7 to 8 p.m. 

on Thursday, January 29 at the Mat-
inchek & Daughter Funeral Home and 
Cremation Services, 260 E. Main St., 
Middletown, and from 10 a.m. until 
the time of Mass at Seven Sorrows 
Church in the narthex.
 Memorial contributions may be made 

to Seven Sorrows of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary Catholic Church, 280 N. Race 
St., Middletown, PA 17057.
 Condolences may be sent online at 

www.matinchekanddaughterfuneral-
home.com.

Jeremy Brodie
 Jeremy D. Brodie, 32, of Harrisburg, 

entered into eternal rest on Thursday, 
January 22 at M.S. Hershey Medical 
Center. 
 Services for Jeremy: Wednesday, 

January 28 at 3 p.m. at the Matinchek 
& Daughter Funeral Home and Crema-
tion Services, Inc., Middletown. For 
full obituary, please visit www.mat-
inchekanddaughterfuneralhome.com.

Memorial service
for the

Kramer family
will be held

Saturday, February 7th, 3 p.m.
at the Middletown American Legion,

137 East High Street, Middletown, PA,
in the upstairs ballroom.

Please join us in honoring the lives of 
Frank, Kristy and Taylor.

Donations to the Kramer Memorial Fund to help defray funeral expenses can be made c/o 
Kelly Murdock, 672 Braden St., Waynesburg, PA 15370

 Bryan David Miller, 46, of Florida, 
formerly of Middletown, entered into 
eternal rest on Thursday, January 22. 
 Bryan was born on December 27, 

1968 in Harrisburg and was the son 
of David and Pamela Ramsey Miller. 
 He was a graduate of Middletown 

Area High School, class of 1987, 
Lycoming College, class of 1996, 
Georgia State University, class of 
2007, and was currently working on 
his Ph.D. at Walden University.
 Bryan was currently employed as 

a librarian at the Lake Hills School 
for special needs children in Howey, 
Fla. He also was a part-time realtor 
in Florida.
 In addition to his parents, Bryan is 

survived by his sister Julie A. Fox and 
husband Richard A. III of Middletown; 
niece Alexis Fox; nephew Richard A. 
Fox IV; friend Brian Runk of Florida, 
and longtime friend Jon Goodhart of 
Middletown; maternal grandmother 
Betty L. Ramsey; his four-legged 
companion Addie; and many hundreds 
of friends he had touched throughout 
his life.
 A Tribute to Bryan’s life: Saturday, 

January 31, at 1 p.m. at the Matinchek 
& Daughter Funeral Home and Crema-
tion Services, Inc., 260 E. Main St., 
Middletown. 
 Visitation will be from 11 a.m. until 

the time of service on Saturday at the 
funeral home.

Bryan Miller

 In lieu of flowers, contributions may 
be made in Bryan’s name to: Lake Hills 
School, 909 S. Lake Shore Boulevard, 
Howey, FL 34737.
 Burial will be at the convenience of 

the family.
 Condolences may be sent online at 

www.matinchekanddaughterfuneral-
home.com. 

Barbara Mason
 Barbara A. Mason, 72, of Middle-

town, went home to the Lord on Friday, 
January 23. 
 A tribute to her life will be held on 

Friday, January 30, at 3 p.m. at the 
Matinchek and Daughter Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services, Inc., 
Middletown. 
 For full obituary, please visit www.

matinchekanddaughterfuneralhome.
com.

 Christina Mae Smith, 94, of Middle-
town, entered into eternal rest on 
Friday, January 23, at the Hospice of 
Central PA residence, Linglestown.
 She was born on June 9, 1920 in 

Newport, and was the daughter of the 
late William Henry and Edna Gertrude 
Smith. 
 Christina was a waitress at the former 

State Restaurant, Harrisburg; she is 
a member of St. Peter’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, Middletown; and 
she enjoyed baking, and the love she 
received from her family, especially 
her grandchildren.
 In addition to her parents, she was 

preceded in death by her loving hus-
band Raymond R. Smith, and a sister 
Verna V. Furjanic.
 She is survived by her five children 

Ray Smith and wife Donna of Sunbury, 
Diane McNulty and husband Bob of 
Middletown, Terry Smith and wife 
Maureen of Mechanicsburg, Joan 
Zimmerman and husband Jack of 
Middletown, and Lorie Smith Cataldi 
of Port Trevorton; 12 grandchildren; 
20 great-grandchildren, four great-
great-grandchildren; sister Grace M. 
Sheaffer; and numerous nieces and 
nephews. 
 A Tribute to her life: Thursday, 

January 29, at 11 a.m. at St. Peter’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Spring 
and Union Sts., Middletown, with the 
Rev. Dr. J. Richard Eckert officiating.
 Viewing will be held on Wednesday, 

January 28, from 7 to 9 p.m. at the 
Matinchek & Daughter Funeral Home 

Christina Smith

and Cremation Services, Inc., 260 
E. Main St., Middletown, and from 
10 a.m. until the time of service on 
Thursday at the church. 
 Memorial contributions may be made 

to Hospice of Central PA, 1320 Lin-
glestown Rd., Harrisburg, PA 17110.
 Condolences may be sent online at 

www.matinchekanddaughterfuneral-
home.com.

Norman A. Riggleman, 81, of Eliza-
bethtown, entered into eternal rest 
on Saturday, January 24, at Masonic 
Homes, Elizabethtown.
 He was born on February 27, 1933 

in Harrisonburg, Va. to the late Alpha 
Riggleman.
 Norman retired from the New 

Cumberland Army Depot as a battery 
repairman; he was a veteran of the 
United States Navy; was a member of 
Middletown First Church of God; and 
he loved gardening, reading, watching 
movies. Most importantly he loved 
spending time with friends and his 
loving family and grandchildren.
 He is survived by his loving wife 

of 61 years, Kaye A. Riggleman of 
Elizabethtown; daughters Cheryl R. 
Georges and husband John of Brook-
lyn, New York, and Jan Drummond 
of Austin, Texas; and grandchildren 
Caroline T. and Philip N. Georges of 
Brooklyn, New York.
 Services for Norman: Monday, Feb-

ruary 2, 2015 at 11 a.m. at Middletown 
First Church of God, 245 West High 
St., Middletown, with Pastor Kimberly 
Shifler officiating.  
 A viewing will be held from 10 a.m. 

until the time of the service on Monday 
at the church.  
 Burial with military honors will 

follow the service at Middletown 
Cemetery.
 The family has entrusted the care of 

the Matinchek and Daughter Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services, Inc., 

Norman Riggleman

Middletown to handle the arrange-
ments.
 Memorial contributions in Norman’s 

name may be made to Middletown 
First Church of God, 245 W. High St., 
Middletown, PA 17057.
 Online condolences can be sent to 

www.matinchekanddaughterfuneral-
home.com.

Following is a compilation of 
reports from the Middletown 

Police Department. Please be 
aware all those charged/cited 

are presumed innocent 
unless proven otherwise 

in a court of law.

Middletown 
Police

DID YOU KNOW? 
73 percent of 

community newspaper 
readers read the 

discount store ads.

Investigated as 
possible attempted burglary

A resident of an apartment in the 100 
block of N. Union St. told police some-
one had cut the screen on a window 
at his residence some time during the 
late afternoon on Jan. 21.
Police believe the incident may been 

an attempted burglary. A knife may 
have been used to cut the vinyl screen 
from a window at the apartment.
Police are asking anyone with infor-

mation about the incident to call them 
at 717-558-6900.

Car damaged
The hood and driver’s side door of 

a 2013 Chevrolet Cruze was dam-
aged by rocks on Jan. 21 while it was 
parked in the 200 block of Daisey Ave., 
police report.
An estimate to repair the vehicle was 

not noted.
Police are asking anyone with infor-

mation about the incident to call them 
at 717-558-6900.

Vehicle’s window shattered
The window of a Mitsubishi Sigma 

was shattered and the vehicle ran-
sacked on Jan. 20 while it was parked 
in the 400 block of S. Union St., police 
report.
No estimate to repair the window 

was noted.
Police are asking anyone with infor-

mation about the incident to call them 
at 717-558-6900.

School bus details
Police made routine checks of school 

bus stops in the area of East Emaus, 
Market and Lawrence streets on Jan. 
20. No traffic citations were issued.
The safety checks are part of the 

department’s ongoing effort to ensure 
the safety of school children at the 
stops, according to Bey.
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Hello, people. Hope you are staying 
bundled up and warm.
Here is some weather lore: If a 

groundhog, also known as a wood-
chuck or marmot, emerges from his 
burrow on Feb. 2 – Groundhog Day 
– and fails to see his shadow, winter 
will end right around the corner. If, 
on the other hand, it is sunny and he 
sees his shadow, winter will continue 
for six more weeks.
Dear Mr. Groundhog: Please don’t 

look for your shadow. We are tired of 
winter and want spring sooner than 
“around the corner” – and much sooner 
than six weeks! Please? (So, folks, 
whatever happens on Monday, Feb. 
2, you all know that I tried!)
So glad to say goodbye to another 

cold January. Soon we will be think-
ing spring and this will be a distant 
memory.
A few fun facts about Feb. 2 through 

the years:
• In 1923, gasoline mixed with tet-

raethyl lead was sold starting on this 
date. This gasoline blend was first 
introduced to the public by the General 
Motors Co.
• In 1925, a major epidemic of 

diphtheria in Nome, Alaska, received 
much-needed diphtheria serum de-
livered by a team of sled dogs led by 
Gunnar Kasson. Also, in 1925, Sears, 
Roebuck opened its first retail store 
in Chicago.
• In 1936, it was reported that the 

White House roof was leaking, and that 
further rain and snow was expected to 
fall. Believe it or not, while this was 
going on Congress was still debating 
whether or not to spend $400 to fix it.
Have a great week, and don’t hesitate 

to e-mail or call to share your news!

Birthdays
Happy last teener birthday to Cody 

Fox of Lower Swatara Twp. He turns 
19 on Wednesday, Jan. 28. Make it 
your best birthday yet, Cody.
Jane Balmer of Londonderry Twp. 

marks her rootin’-tootin’  happy birth-
day on Wednesday, Jan. 28. Have a 
blast, Jane.
Happy 9th cake day to Minda 

Rhodes of Hummelstown. Minda’s 
me-holiday is Wednesday, Jan. 28. 
Best wishes for a day full of sparkles 
and glitter, Minda!
Dylan Krupilis celebrates No. 23 

cake and ice cream day. Hope your 
Thursday, Jan. 29 birthday is too 
much fun.
Super wishes to Kim Thompson 

for a wonderful happy birthday on 
Saturday, Jan. 31. Hope your day is 
warm and fuzzy.
A huge happy birthday greeting is 

sent to Steven Guenther of Lower 
Swatara as he hits 23. Have a great 
day on Saturday, Jan. 31.
Carson Reigle of Lower Swatara 

will blow out four candles atop his 
birthday cake on Saturday, Jan. 31. 
Hope your day is full of sunshine and 
surprises, Carson.
Hey, Amanda Matz of Lower 

Swatara: Here is a loud and jolly happy 
birthday shout-out to you on Sunday, 
Feb. 1. I hope 26 terrific things happen 
to you this week. Enjoy!
Happy 15th cake day to Ryan Hughes 

of Lower Swatara. He shares his big 
day with the groundhog on Monday, 
Feb. 2. Hope your day is just spiffy!
Dylan Bower of Lower Swatara 

celebrates his totally special fun-filled 
birthday on Tuesday, Feb. 3. Happy 
20th to you.

If you see Megan Burghdorf around 
and about Lower Swatara on Tues-
day, Feb. 3, be sure to tell her happy 
brand-new teener birthday because 
she is now 13!
Happy 23rd balloon-flying day to 

Lindsey Reyes of Lower Swatara. 
She will hear the birthday song on 
Tuesday, Feb. 3.

Anniversaries
Happy 55th wedding anniversary 

to Bill and Joanne Hoch of Lower 
Swatara. They were married on Jan. 
30, 1960. Congrats, and enjoy your 
day together on Friday.
Don and Dottie Bauman of Lower 

Swatara celebrate 33 years of wedded 
bliss on Saturday, Jan. 30. Best wishes 
for a cozy anniversary!

“One Nation’’
Here is an excerpt from Dr. Ben 

Carson’s book, “One Nation”:
“People are unintentionally bullied 

all the time by political correctness, 
which keeps them from saying what 
they really want to say, because they 
feel that they will be ostracized and 
disliked. Everyone likes to feel as 
though they are a part of the commu-
nity and appreciated, and that makes 
them relatively easy to bully into 
compliance and/or silence. Instead 
of succumbing to bullies, Americans 
need to grow backbones, examine their 
understanding of an issue, and push 
back if they are sure they are right. 
Being temporarily unpopular for your 
political view is a small price to pay 
for moving our nation back from the 
brink of disaster.”

Scrapbookers alert
All are invited to a scrapbooking 

crop from 5 to 8 p.m. on Friday,  
March 20 and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on 
Saturday, March 21 at the Evangeli-
cal United Methodist Church, 157 E. 
Water St., Middletown. A fee will be 
charged. Proceeds from the event will 
benefit the church.
 Come enjoy two days of fun fel-

lowship. Bring your scrapbooking 
supplies and escape from the house 
for a few hours while supporting a 
good cause.

Wilkes grad
Alyssa Carricato, of Hummelstown, 

received a master’s degree in education 
from Wilkes University, Wilkes-Barre, 
at the end of the fall semester.

Lycoming grad
Daniel Christner, of Middletown, 

has graduated from Lycoming Col-
lege, Williamsport, with a bachelor’s 
degree in criminal justice.

Millersville dean’s list
The following local students were 

named to the dean’s list at Millersville 
University for the fall semester:
Middletown – Jessica Arnold, Der-

ick DeCamp, Lindsey Ditzler, Kasey 
McGee, Alyssa Miller, Alex Ridley, 
Brock Thompson and Tracy Witmer.
Hummelstown – Brandy Bressler, 

Amber DiNatale, Mackenzie Enders, 
David Habig, Kelsea Helsel, Justine 
Hilbert, Hannah King, Collin Long, 
Eric Patton, Matthew Pogacnik, Sa-
mantha Scheller, Abby Spanos, Emily 
Wevodau and David Wuestner.
Elizabethtown – Samuel Aungst, 

Sarah Barnes, Mallory Baughman, 
Madaline Becker, Aaron Buckwalter, 
Mylinda Lancaster, Morgan Marshall, 
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Amy Olweiler, Matthew Ramsey, 
Kristin Shearer, Devon Singh, Abram 
Weidman, Tamara Wilson and Brandi 
Wolgemuth.

Grove City dean’s list
Lydia Rittenhouse, of Elizabeth-

town, a junior biology major, was 
named to the dean’s list at Grove 
City College, Grove City, for the fall 
semester.

Indiana Provost Scholars
Travis Kadajah-Leigh Gorham, 

of Steelton, a psychology major, and 
Travis Lee LaFleur, of Hummelstown, 
a health and physical education major, 
were recognized as Provost Scholars 
at Indiana University of Pennsylvania, 
Indiana County, for the fall semester.

Susquehanna dean’s list
Allison Dorrance, of Hummelstown, 

an early childhood education major, 
was named to the dean’s list at Susque-
hanna University, Selinsgrove, for the 
fall semester.

Bucknell dean’s list
Jack Geduldig and Christopher 

Zachary, both of Hummelstown, were 
named to the dean’s list at Bucknell 
University, Lewisburg, for the fall 
semester.

Morehead State dean’s list
Caitlin Nicole Fox, of Hummels-

town, was named to the dean’s list at 
Morehead St. University, Morehead, 
Ky., for the fall semester.

Quote of the Week
“The greatest change that takes place 

within us is when God’s heart touches 
our hearts and we become extensions 
and expressions of His love to others.” 
–  Roy Less in ,  au thor  and  

co-founder of DaySpring Cards

Question of the Week 
 What is your favorite thing about 

winter?
“I like being cozy, drinking hot drinks 

and sitting on the couch under blankets 
watching movies.” – Lindsay Trues-
dale, 17, Lower Swatara.
“We get to make snow angels and we 

have Christmas and also make snow-
men.” – Sahira Elias, 7, Middletown.
“We get a Christmas break, but first 

have a Christmas party in school.” –  
Laila Pagano, 8, Middletown.
“Snow! I like to watch my animals 

play in it.” – Owen Wood, 11, Lower 
Swatara.
“My favorite thing about winter is 

basketball season and playing ground-
hog with a good movie (staying in 
and just relaxing).” – John Rhodes, 
Hummelstown.
“I hate winter.” – Ray Shaver, Lower 

Swatara.
“I like the snow and that there are 

no insects.” – Lisa Shaver, Lower 
Swatara.

Proverb for the Week
“Then they will call to me but I will 

not answer; they will look to me but 
will not find me. Since they hated 
knowledge and did not choose to fear 
the Lord (1:28, 29).”
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BANANAS
Continued From Page One

explained. “We don’t use first 
names.”
When hikers encounter one 

another on the trail, a person 
with a trail name is “in the 
club,” Baker said. In contrast, he 
explained, when hikers give their 
first names, they are recognized as 
“day hikers.” Other hikers adopted 
names like Cool Breeze, Blazing 
Sandals, Fancy Pants and Naked 
Ninja.
Nobody had a name like “Rough 

Bananas,” Baker said. If a hiker’s 
family is having trouble locating 
or contacting a hiker, they can call 
volunteers who keep logbooks 
where hikers check in using their 
trail names. 
Baker completed his hike as an 

alternative through-hike, starting 
at the “trail town” of Damascus, 
Va., and hiking to Boiling Springs, 
where he left the trail to visit with 
family and friends near Middle-
town. He traveled to the terminus at 
Mount Katahdin in Maine, and he 
hiked south to where he left the trail 
in Boiling Springs. He picked up 
the hike in Damascus, where several 
trails intersect, and continued to the 
southern end at Springer Mountain 
in northwest Georgia. 
“I always wanted to hike the trail,” 

Baker said. He said it was a love of 
the outdoors that drew him to it. “I 
was pretty happy to do it,” he said. 
“I was always enjoying it.”
Quite simply, Baker said he was 

able to hike the trail because “I 
prioritized having experiences in my 
life.” And so he left his job as direc-
tor of research and development at 
Nitride Solutions in Kansas to begin 
the Appalachian Trail.
Baker specializes in working 

with aluminum nitride and gallium 
nitride, which are semiconductors. 
His work fabricates crystals using 
hydride vapor phase epitaxy, which 
improves the efficiency of electronic 
devices that employ these semicon-
ductors.
Baker previously took a break 

for an experience in 2006 after he 
completed his doctorate in materi-

als engineering at the University 
of California-Santa Barbara. Baker 
spent a month climbing mountains 
in Ecuador, including Chamborazo. 
He reached the summit of 25,564 
feet, which is 5,000 feet more than 
Denali, the highest summit in North 
America and the farthest a person 
can be from the center of the earth 
while standing on the ground.
During the Appalachian Trail hike, 

Baker stayed at shelters along the 
way, often sharing space with mice. 
A variety of hosts gave him the op-
portunity to stay with them during 
the journey. In New Hampshire, this 
included staying in a building where 
maple syrup is made. The host 
provided a jug of syrup and pancake 
breakfast the following morning, 
Baker said. Other nights, he stayed 
in hosts’ homes, and once in a barn 
with alpacas. 
He stopped to visit the Appalachian 

Trail Conservancy, which is located 
in Harpers Ferry, W.Va., as he trans-
versed the only four miles of West 
Virginia that are part of the trail. 
Harpers Ferry is a few miles south 
of the trail’s midpoint.
Baker typically hiked four or 

five days before he left the trail to 
resupply during his trek. He said 
by the final months of the trip, he 
was eating basically the same thing 
every day. He had granola bars for 
breakfast and snacked on dried fruit, 
crackers and trail mix (cranberries, 
peanuts and chocolate). For dinner, 
he ate Ramen noodles with tuna. 
“What I missed most was vegetables 
… hard to do on the trail,” he said.
Hiking about 20 miles a day with 

limited menu options took its toll 
on his body. “My feet were al-
ways sore,” he said. He lost about 
20 pounds, but did not suffer any 
injuries aside from developing shin 
splints from attempting to increase 
his daily mileage. 
“You are kind of in a news black-

out,” Baker said of the experience 
on the trail. To keep somewhat 
connected, he said he used his cell 
phone to listen to NPR every other 
day when he had reception. He 
also checked in with family and 
friends during his resupply trips on 

Submitted Photo

Middletown native Troy Baker 
left a job in research to hike the 
Appalachian Trail.

a weekly basis. 
When he did visit a town for sup-

plies, he often ate at a restaurant. 
“You eat as much as you can when 
you stop in towns,” he explained. 
Despite this admission of indul-
gence, Baker did not complete 
the “half-gallon challenge.” Many 
hikers try to eat a half-gallon of ice 
cream in one sitting at a halfway 
point in the trail.
With his trek completed and his 

feet healed, the Middletown Area 
High School graduate said now he is 
focused on finding a job.
Yet he has his eyes on more experi-

ences, including one in particular: 
He would love to hike Te Araroa in 
the future. The challenging 1,800-
mile trail encompasses both main 
islands of New Zealand, Te Ika-a-
Māui and Te Waipounamu.

Eric Wise: 717-944-4628, or eric-
wise@pressandjournal.com

Two beautiful birds were spotted roosting in the 
Middletown area last week, captured on camera by local 
resident Pat Sherick.
A bald eagle was discovered on Monday, Jan. 19 in a 

tree along the Susquehanna River just south of Royalton 

near the boat launch.
Two days later, a pileated woodpecker was seen in a 

tree in Sherick’s back yard during a snowstorm.
It’s a treat to capture a glimpse of two such majestic 

creatures.

Fabulous feathered friends

Photos by Pat Sherick

Keep America 
Beautiful

WET BASEMENTS STINK !!
Mold, mildew and water leakage into your basement causes health 
and foundation damage. What can be done to fix the problem?  
Allstate American Waterproofing is an honest, hardworking local company. 
We will give you a FREE evaluation and estimate and a fair price. We 
have repaired thousands of basements in the area; we can provide local  
references. When your neighbors needed waterproofing, they called  
Allstate American. Why don’t you? Call now to receive a 20% discount with 
your FREE ESTIMATE. MHIC#36672

CALL 1 800 420 7783 NOW! 
www.dryfloor.com

"

celebrating 195 years
The hisToric grace church

presents

“L’anima d’amore”
the soul of love

a chamber concert of beloved opera scenes with a string quartet

Featuring:

Sunday, February 15, 2015 at 5:30 pm
216 state street, harrisburg

catered reception to Follow

tickets are $25 and may be purchased by calling (717) 238-6739 or 
e-mail info@theHistoricgracechruch.org

Tara savarino, soprano
sarah errickson, Mezzo-soprano

Joshua Kobel, tenor
Jordan Markham, baritone
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Construction
Home Improvement

Employment

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Licensed Electricians  •  Fully Insured

40 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Free Estimates • 944-3419 or 944-6766

DALE A. SINNIGER & SON

•New & Old Wiring
•Code Updates
•Phone & TV  
  Cable Wiring
•Electric Heat
•Electric Smoke 
  Detectors

Bus Drivers Needed
AM & PM routes, sports & field trips

Great job for mothers with children
Contact 

DAWN or PAT
944-0331

FIRST STUDENT
Middletown

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured
for Your

Protection 
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating

Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

ESTATE NOTICE
 
  Letters Testamentary on the Estate 

of Barbara E. Mader, Deceased, late 
of Middletown, Dauphin County, Penn-
sylvania, having been granted to the 
undersigned, all persons indebted to said 
estate are requested to make immediate 
payments, and those having claims will 
present them for settlement to:

 
Jack E. Mader, Jr., Executor

1331 Newberry Road
Middletown, PA 17057

 
OR TO:

 
John S. Davidson, Esquire

YOST & DAVIDSON
320 West Chocolate Avenue

P.O. Box 437
Hershey, PA 17033

1/14-3T #107
www.publicnotice pa.com

ESTATE NOTICE
 
  Letters Testamentary on the Estate 

of Patricia A. Reider, Deceased, late 
of Middletown, Dauphin County, Penn-
sylvania, having been granted to the 
undersigned, all persons indebted to said 
estate are requested to make immediate 
payments, and those having claims will 
present them for settlement to:

 
Pamela A. Kaylor, Co-Executor

223 Delmont Avenue
Middletown, PA 17057

 
Patrick Reider, Co-Executor

16 Heatherwood Road
Middletown, PA 17057

 
OR TO:

 
John S. Davidson, Esquire

YOST & DAVIDSON
320 West Chocolate Avenue

P.O. Box 437
Hershey, PA 17033

 
1/14-3T #106

www.publicnoticepa.com

NOTICE
 
The Londonderry Township Zoning 

Hearing Board will hold a Public Hear-
ing on Monday, February 9, 2015, at the 
Municipal Building, 783 S. Geyers Church 
Road, Middletown, PA 17057 beginning 
at 7:00 p.m. at which time any interested 
parties may appear.

 
Daniel C. Mayer and Deborah L. Landis 

request a Special Exception per Chapt. 
27 Sect. 1604.1, to permit Containment 
of Large Pets and Farm Animals within 
the subject 25+/- acres property.

 
Property location is 670 Swatara Creek 

Road, Middletown ,PA 17057.
 

Jeffrey S. Burkhart
Zoning/Code Officer

1/21-2T #113
www.publicnoticepa.com
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Middletown Man Toys 
With Success With 

Unique Idea
 The formula for the 

“American Dream” has 
always been equal parts of 
ingenuity and determina-
tion, mixed with a little 
luck.
 Ask anyone in the toy 

industry about that last 
ingredient and they’ll tell 
you it takes a lot of good 
fortune to make it big these 
days, not only because of a 
stumbling world economy, 
but also because the busi-
ness of having fun has 
become rather “cut-throat.”
 Really? The toy industry?
 Look at the shelves in 

toy departments across 
America and you’ll find 
thousands of brands of 
games and playthings, most 
of them electronic, and 
all of them competing for 
your attention with bells 
and buzzers and gaudy 
cardboard boxes.
 It’s exactly the kind of 

thing Middletown resident 
Monty Graham was trying 
to avoid when he dreamed 
up a product of his own a 
number of years ago:
 Clean, simple and whole-

some, Graham’s innovative 
“Snow & Sand Paint” has 
quietly unraveled the for-
mula for success by leading 
the toy industry straight to 
his door over the last few 
months. And although no 

retail chain has signed an 
agreement to carry the nov-
elty as yet, there’s a distinct 
possibility that Graham 
could soon see his “paint” 
on every snowman and 
sandcastle in the country.
 “I was playing in the snow 

with my two sons in the 
backyard when I noticed 
my neighbor’s dog came 
over and did his business, 
and I saw the yellow snow. 
I figured it could be done 
in different colors, so I ran 
in the house and dumped 
my wife’s Windex down 
the sink because I had this 
brainstorm to mix food col-
oring and water together in 
a spray bottle. Then I went 
outside and started spray-
ing, and it worked great.”
 Graham is quick to point 

out, however, that the com-
mercial food dye in his 
Snow & Sand Paint is much 
more concentrated than 
store-bought coloring. Vi-
brant reds, yellows, blues 
and greens are all available 
with each package, he says, 
and an adjustable nozzle 
on his spray bottles gives 
amateur Rembrandts the 
flexibility of a pseudo-air 
brush.

23 YEARS AGO - Feaser Has Heart – Middletown’s GW Feaser Middle School 
held its annual Jump-Rope-A-Thon on Friday, November 1. Pictured are members 
of the seventh grade “gold team” jumping to help the American Heart Association. 
This year’s goal was $3,500 and the school topped that with a grand total of 
$3,628. In the four years the school has held the annual event, over $13,000 
has been raised for the Heart Association. This year’s top fundraiser was Chris 
Bell with pledges totaling $130.

Below is a copy of a photograph from the Press And Journal's archives. 
We apologize for the quality of the photograph but hope you will enjoy this 

glimpse from your recent past.

AUTOMOTIVE

*CASH TODAY* We’ll Buy Any Car 
(Any Condition) + Free Same-Day 
Pick-Up. Best Cash Offer Guaranteed! 
Call for FREE Quote: 1-877-574-3205

EMPLOYMENT

TEACHER RECRUITMENT FAIR to 
fill 2015-16 vacancies in 18 Virginia 
school divisions. Fri, Jan 30, 2015 
– 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Sat, Jan 31, 
2015 – 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon @ 
Salem Civic Center, 1001 Boulevard, 
Salem, VA 24153. www.wvpec.org – 
Job Fair. Sponsored by the Western 
Virginia Public Education Consortium

Drivers – No experience? Some or 
LOTS of experience? Let’s Talk! No 
matter what stage in your career, its 
time, call Central Refrigerated Home. 
888-673-0801 www.CentralTruckDriv-
ingJobs.com

Drivers: Own Your Own Truck! Best 
Lease Purchase Deal in the Country! 
*You can earn over $150,000 per 
year *No Credit Check *Late-model 
Freightliner Columbia *Low Truck 
Payment. Call (866)217-9923 to talk 
to a recruiter. Apply Now Online @ 
www.joincrst.com

FOR RENT

FOR RENT - If you have something 
to rent, give us a call. We’ll put your 
ad in the Press & Journal. Thursday 
and Friday are the best days to call. 
Deadline for classifieds is Monday at 
9 a.m. All Classified line ads must be 
paid in advance. Call 717-944-4628. 
(1/1TF)

MIDDLETOWN – 1 BEDROOM, 2nd 
floor, water/sewer/hot water included. 
$495/month. 717-770-1201. (1/28)

BOROUGH OF Penbrook – 1 and 
2 bedrooms furnished, 2 bedrooms 
unfurnished. Starting at $610. Ask 
about our October specials. Call 717-
526-4600. (9/17TF)

COLONIAL PARK – 1 to 2 bedrooms 
fully furnished corporate suites. Call 
717-526-4600. (12/26TF)

APARTMENT – 1 BEDROOM, fur-
nished in Highspire. Starting at $530/
mo., includes gas heat, hot water, 
sewer, trash. 717-526-4600. (3/28TF)

OCEAN CITY, MARYLAND. Best 
selection of affordable rentals. Full/ 
partial weeks. Call for FREE brochure. 
Open daily. Holiday Resort Services. 
1-800-638-2102. Online reservations: 
www.holidayoc.com

MISCELLANEOUS

MEDICAL BILLING TRAINEES 
NEEDED! Become a Medical Of-
fice Assistant! NO EXPERIENCE 
NEEDED! Online training gets you job 
ready! HS Diploma/GED & PC/Internet 
needed! 1-888-424-9412

Want an in-demand career as a 
HVAC Technician? We offer a 28 
day “hands on” training program. Get 
EPA and OSHA Certified! Lifetime job 
placement making 18-22+ hourly! VA 
Benefits eligible! 877-963-9644

SAWMILLS from only $4,397.00 – 
MAKE & SAVE MONEY with your own 
bandmill – Cut lumber any dimension. 
In Stock, ready to ship! FREE info/
DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.com 
1-800-578-1363 Ext. 300N

Meet singles right now! No paid 
operators, just real people like you. 
Browse greetings, exchange mes-
sages and connect live. Try it free. 
Call now: 1-877-552-5513

AIRLINE CAREERS begin here – 
Get hands on training as FAA certified 
Aviation Technician. Financial Aid for 
qualified students. Job placement 
assistance. CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance. 888-834-9715

MUSICAL 
INSTRUMENTS

TOP CASH PAID FOR OLD GUI-
TARS! 1920’s thru 1980’s. Gibson, 
Martin, Fender, Gretsch, Epiphone, 
Guild, Mosrite, Rickenbacker, Prairie 
State, D’Angelico, Stromberg. And 
Gibson Mandolins/Banjos. 1-800-
401-0440

REAL ESTATE

1984 SCHULT MOBILE home - 2 
bedrooms, 2 baths. In Hi Land Mobile 
Home Park, Londonderry Township. 
$10,000 OBO. 717-903-7710. (1/28)

LIKE NEW – 2009 2 bedrooms 
located in Haborton Place. FP, AC, 
special pricing, $28,900. Financing 
available. Lebanon Valley Homes. 
717-838-1313. (12/12TF)

ESTATE NOTICE
NOTICE  IS  HEREBY  GIVEN that 

Letters Testamentary were granted to 
CATHERINE ESHENOUR AND VIRGINIA 
LEREW, in the Estate of FLORENCE 
M. BELL a/k/a FLORENCE MAE BELL, 
late of Middletown Borough, Dauphin 
County, Pennsylvania, who died on 
January 9, 2015. All persons indebted 
to the said Estate are required to make 
payment, and those having claims or 
demands to present the same without 
delay to the Personal Representative or 
attorney named below:

Virginia Lerew
1020 North Union Street, Apt. 203
Middletown, PA 17057

OR  

Catherine Eshenour
9 Peter A. Beet Dr.
Cortlandt Manor, NY 10567

OR

Jean D. Seibert, Esquire
CALDWELL & KEARNS, PC
3631 North Front Street
Harrisburg, PA 17110

1/28-3T #114
www.publicnoticepa.com
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Free
MAIL SUBSCRIBERS 

ADVERTISE

The Free Ad Exchange is a 
benefit to all mail subscribers 

of the Press And Journal.
Each subscriber is allowed one free 

ad of 25words or less per month. 
No businesses (including 

babysitting), homes or trailers for 
sale or rent, no real estate, or 

garage or yard sales, or 
unsigned ads will be accepted.

Send to:
Press And Journal
20 S. Union Street

Middletown, PA 17057

                                                       ❑ For Sale               ❑ Wanted

Phone Number ________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

Name __________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address _________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Signature ______________________________________________________________

Be sure to include phone number

23 Years Ago
From The Middletown Journal Files

For Many Watching 
The Superbowl It 
Was A Dark Day

 The pizzas were ordered. 
The coffee table was laden 
with bowls of pretzels and 
chips, and there was plenty 
of beer and soda in the 
refrigerator. What more 
could a person need or 
want to enjoy watching the 
Superbowl, a gridiron con-
frontation considered to be 
the most exciting football 
game of the year?
 How about electricity to 

run the television?
 Electricity is something 

people usually take for 
granted, that is, until it’s 
gone. Sunday night at ap-
proximately 6 p.m., min-
utes away from the kickoff 
of Superbowl XXVI, where 
the Washington Redskins 
would ultimately triumph 
over the Buffalo Bills, 
darkness suddenly envel-
oped scores of homes in 
the northeast section to the 
Borough of Middletown.
 Little did anyone know, 

an underground fault at 
a nearby electrical sub-
station, located at Spruce 
Street and Oak Hill Drive, 
stopped feeding one of 
eight electrical currents 
which keeps Middletown 
alight with electricity. Few 
probably cared about the 
technicalities of the out-
age; all they knew was that 
their power was out and 
they were missing what 
is considered the ultimate 
football game!
 About 500 to 600 custom-

ers were affected by the 
power failure, according 
to Tom Handley, supervi-
sor of the Middletown’s 
electric department. “If 
you ask any one of the 
(Emergency Operations 
Center’s) dispatchers, they 
would tell you they prob-
ably got 100,000 phone 
calls,” Handley laughed. 
“Some of the people were 
just curious about what 
happened, but some of 
them were very upset about 
missing the Superbowl.”
 Tim Baldwin, director of 

the Middletown Emergen-
cy Operations Center, said 
that “conservatively speak-
ing,” the center received 
approximately 300 calls. 
“We handled it as a basic 
power outage,” Baldwin 
said. “We couldn’t spend a 
lot of time with each caller, 
as we had to keep the lines 
open for any other emer-
gencies. We took their ad-
dress and moved on, being 
as courteous as possible.”
 One Hoffer Street fam-

ily beat adversity by us-
ing their own generator to 
light up their TV screen. 
As a result, their home 
was filled with family and 
friends who shared their 
good sense of preparedness 
and fortune. 

ET College Receives 
Demuth Watercolors

 A Lancaster artist whose 
work in the early 20th cen-
tury has fetched over $1 

million in auctions has 
joined the fine arts col-
lection at Elizabethtown 
College thanks to a local 
couple.
 Robert and Annette Na-

tion, of Elizabethtown, 
recently gave the college 
a number of watercolors 
and drawings by Charles 
Demuth (1883-1935), con-
sidered by art experts to be 
one of America’s greatest 
watercolorists.
 “My wife and I are pleased 

to donate our Demuth col-
lection to Elizabethtown 
College, which is in a re-
naissance of enriching its 
programs in art and music,” 
Robert said. “We are de-
lighted Elizabethtown has 
acquired other significant 
art works in recent years 
and now is able to exhibit 
art, sculpture and photog-
raphy on a monthly basis.”
 The Nations are alumni 

of Elizabethtown College, 
officials said. Robert, a 
trustee of the school, is 
president of the Penn Harris 
Company, Camp Hill.
 College President Ger-

hard E. Spiegler said of 
the contribution, “Demuth 
is a major American artist. 
The value of his work has 
significantly appreciated 
in recent years, so it is dif-
ficult to even estimate the 
real value of the Nations’ 
collection.”
 Demuth lived most of his 

life in Lancaster in an East 
King Street home, which 
now houses the Demuth 
Foundation. Many of his 
works portrayed scenes in 
or near Lancaster.
 In 1921 oil painting by 

Demuth entitled “From 
the Garden of the Chateau” 
was bought for $1.4 million 
in 1990.
 Two of Demuth’s water-

colors were auctioned at 
Sotheby’s Gallery in New 
York on December 5 for 
more than $200,000. The 
highest price ever paid for a 
Demuth was $308,000 for a 
nightclub scene called “The 
Cabaret.”
 The Demuth collection 

will join other works of art 
in the new John W. Hess 
Gallery in Zug Memorial 
Hall, College officials an-
nounced. 

Prices From 
23 Years Ago

Polaner Strawberry 
   Preserves 32 oz. .....2/$3
Country Hearth Wheat      
   Bread 20 oz. loaf ..$1.05
Chloraseptic Spray 
   6 oz. btl. ................$3.59
Finast Vegetables 
   17 oz. can ................40¢
Lemon or Spring 
   Fresh Pledge 7 oz. $1.57
Glad Sandwich Bags 
   150 ct. ......................99¢
Combos 8 oz. pkg. ..$1.24
Glazed Ring Donuts 
   1 dozen .................$2.28
Butterball 
   Turkey Breast ..$3.98/lb.
Nabisco Shredded Wheat 
   18 oz. box .............$3.15
Ground Chicken .$1.28/lb.
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Committed To Excellence In Meeting 
The Educational and Cultural 

Needs Of Area Residents, 
Businesses And Industries.

An Equal 
Opportunity 
University

777 West Harrisburg Pike
Middletown, PA  17057

(717) 948-6000

If you wish to respond
 to any of the letters 

or articles that you’ve 
read in the 

Press And Journal, 
please e-mail the editor at:

letters@pressandjournal.com

Dear Editor ...

Press And 
JournAl

Embracing a Rich History and 
Working Toward a Bright Future

We serve with passion and strive for excellence

JEFF HASTE, Chairman 
MIKE PRIES, Vice Chairman 
GEORGE HARTWICK III, Secretary

Middletown
Area School

District

The Middletown Area School District does not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in its programs, or 

employment practices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act.

55 West Water Street, Middletown, PA 17057 (717) 948-3300

“Helping To Shape The Future By 
Meeting The Challenges Of Today”

Discount for Non-profit organizations

Place Your 

   Ad Here 

Get The Word Out About Your Club or 
Organization’s Events and Activities

For more info: 944-4628 
or e-mail:

info@pressandjournal.com

2601 Sunset Drive
Middletown • 944.5415

www.sunsetbandg.com
www.sunsetgc.com

www.londonderrypa.org

  Live Music on 
the deck

  Daily Food & 
Drink Specials

 
  Open Golf  

Tourneys

   Jr. Golf Clinic

  Stars & Stripes 
Salute

STEELTON
Established 1880

Experience Steelton . . . 
The “Little Town With a Big Heart”

Thomas Acri, Mayor
Sara Gellatly,
   Borough Manager
Rosemarie Paul, Asst. Treasurer
Michele Powell, Utility Billing Clerk
Marianne Reider, Tax Collector
John Heffelfinger, Captain-Fire Police
Steve Brubacher Sr., Fire Chief

Borough Council:
Jeffery Wright, President

Maria Marcinko, Vice President
Michael Albert

Dr. MaryJo Szada
Denae House

Stephen Shaver
Brian Proctor
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FebruAry Community CAlendAr
3

19

-BINGO, Londonderry Fire Co. 
Doors Open - Noon;

First Game - 2 pm

-Block Shoot, 
M-town Anglers & Hunters - 1 pm

29

  -M-town Kiwanis - 6 pm
-M-town Am. Legion Board - 7 pm

-Lower Swatara Fire Co. Aux. - 7:30 pm

PRESIDENTS DAY
  -Red Rose Rebekah 

Lodge #586 - 1 pm
-Alzheimer’s Support Group, 

@ Frey Village - 6:30-7:30 pm
-M-town Fire Dept. Consolidation - 7 pm

-All Aboard Winter Show - 7 pm 
@Zion Lutheran Church, Hummelstown

Sponsored by 
Hummelstown Area Historical Society 

-M-town Kiwanis - 6 pm
-M-town Am. Legion Board - 7 pm

-MASD Board - 7 pm
-Lower Swatara Twp. Municipal Auth.- 7 pm

-Dauphin County 
Conservation District Ag Committees - 2 pm

 

-Triune Odd Fellow #307 - 7:30 pm
-Highspire Boro Council - 7 pm

-Londonderry Twp. 
Planning Commission - 7 pm 

-Royalton Boro 
Authority - 5 pm

Planning Commission - 7 pm

-MASD Finance Committee - 6 pm

-M-town Alumni Assoc. - 8 pm 
-ABWA, Olmsted Chapter - 6 pm

-Triune Odd Fellow #307 - 7:30 pm
-Highspire Boro Council - 7 pm

-MASD 
Academic Affairs Committee - 6:30 pm

Personnel Committee - 6 pm

-M-town Library Board - 6 pm
-Triune Odd Fellow #307 - 7:30 pm

-Highspire Planning Commission - 7 pm
-Royalton Boro Council - 7 pm

-Triune Odd Fellow #307 - 7:30 pm
-Londonderry Lionettes - 7 pm

 -BINGO, 
 Lower Swatara Fire Hall - 7 pm

-Wesley Gold - 11 am-1 pm
-M-town Elks Lodge at Am. Legion - 7 pm

-Dauphin County 
Board of Commissioners - 10 am

-BINGO, 
Lower Swatara Fire Hall - 7 pm

-M-town Youth Club
Board Mtg. - 7 pm; General Mtg - 8 pm

-M-town Am. Legion Aux. - 7 pm
-Lower Swatara Twp. Commissioners - 7 pm

MS4 Guest Speaker - Stromwater 
Management Program 

-Dauphin County 
Prison Board - 1:30 pm

Board of Commissioners - 10 am

ASH WEDNESDAY
-BINGO, 

Lower Swatara Fire Hall - 7 pm

-Lower Swatara Twp. Commissioners - 7 pm
-Dauphin County 

Board of Commissioners - 10 am
-Londonderry Twp. Supervisors - 7 pm

-BINGO, 
Lower Swatara Fire Hall - 7 pm

-Dauphin County 
Board of Commissioners - 10 am

Retirement Board - 1 pm

-Susquehanna Area 
Regional Airport Authority - 8 am

-Londonderry Senior Citizens - 1 pm
-Highspire Boro Authority - 7:30 pm

LINCOLN’S BIRTHDAY
-Lower Swatara Lions - 6:30 pm

-Walk-In Immunization Clinic
at Woodlayne Court,

149 Wilson St., M-town - 9:30-11:30 am
 -M-town Women’s Club - 6:30 pm

-Londonderry Twp. Parks/Rec. - 7 pm
-MASD 

Athletics/Activities Committee - 6 pm
Operations Committee - 6:30 pm

New Moon
February 18

Full Moon
February 3

Last Quarter
February 11

First Quarter
February 25

-BINGO BLAST,
at Hummelstown Fire Co.

Doors Open - 5 pm; Games - 7 pm

GROUNDHOG DAY
-Lower Swatara Fire Co. - 7:30 pm

 -Red Rose Rebekah 
Lodge #586 - 1 pm

-Londonderry Twp. Supervisors - 7 pm

Lower Swatara Lions - 6:30 pm
-Lower Swatara Twp. 

Planning Commission  7 pm
-Highspire Civil Service Commission - 6 pm

February Is
-Black History Month

-American Heart Month
-Bird-Feeding Month

-Children’s Dental Health Month
-National Wedding Month

-National Cherry Month
-Bake For Family Fun Month

-Londonderry Fire Co. - 8 pm
-Londonderry Senior Citizens - 1 pm

-M-town Boro Authority - 7:30 pm

-Dauphin County
Conservation District Mtg. -11 am

Emergency Planning Committee - 10 am

-Dauphin County 
Ag Land Preservation Board - 9 am

-Fish Fry, Londonderry Fire Co. - 5-8 pm

FRIDAY THE 13TH VALENTINE’S DAY

-Mardi Gras Slavic Style - 4-10 pm 
a Valentine Celebration

@St. Ann Byzantine Catholic 
Parish Center, Locust Lane, Harrisburg

SUPER BOWL

-Sons of Am. Legion - 5 pm

NATIONAL WEAR RED DAY

WASHINGTON’S BIRTHDAY

NASCAR - DAYTONA 500

-Fish Fry, 
Londonderry Fire Co. - 5-8 pm

Welcome To
Lower Swatara Township!

“A Progressive First-Class Township”

Board of Commissioners
Thomas Mehaffie, President

Jon Wilt, Vice President 

Laddie Springer, Secretary

Michael Davies

Dominic DiFrancesco II (717) 939-9377

Charges filed after crash
John R. McConnell, 58, of the 100 

block of Garden Ave., Middletown, 
was charged with DUI-high rate of 
alcohol, DUI-controlled substance, 
DUI, aggravated assault by vehicle 
while DUI, careless driving, reckless 
driving, disregarding lanes of traffic 
and failure to use a safety belt, police 
report.

The charges were filed following an 
investigation of a two-vehicle crash at 
5:15 p.m. on Jan. 5 in the 2000 block 
of W. Harrisburg Pike, police said. 
McConnell was driving a 1995 Dodge 
Ram 1500 pickup truck that collided 
head-on with a 2005 Chevrolet Im-
pala, police said. McConnell and two 
occupants in the car were entrapped in 
the wreckage, and were taken to Penn 
State Milton Hershey Medical Center 
for treatment, police said.

McConnell suffered a fractured of 
sternum while the driver of the car 
suffered a fractured leg, police said.

McConnell’s blood was drawn and 

tested for the presence of intoxicants, 
police said. Results of the blood tests 
were not reported.

A preliminary hearing on the charg-
es has yet to be set before District 
Judge Michael Smith.

DUI charge
Donald Prather, 57, of the 200 

block of Lincoln St., Steelton, was 
charged with DUI, DUI-highest rate 
of alcohol, restriction on alcohol in 
a vehicle and failure to signal turns, 
police report.

The charges were filed following 
Prather’s arrest at 12:58 a.m. on Dec. 
31 after a traffic stop in the area of 
Richardson Road and South Eisen-
hower Boulevard. 

Prather was stopped after he failed 
to use the turn signals on his 1997 
Ford F150 pickup truck, police said.

Following sobriety tests, Prather 
was taken to the Dauphin County Ju-
dicial Center, where blood was drawn 
to determine the possible presence of 

intoxicants. Results of the blood tests 
were not reported.

A preliminary hearing is set for Feb. 
11 before District Judge Michael 
Smith.

Lonnie C. Webber, 53, of the 300 
block of Carlisle St., Harrisburg, was 
charged with DUI, DUI-high rate 
of alcohol and driving at an unsafe 
speed, police report.

The charges were filled following 
Webber’s arrest at 1:40 a.m. on Jan. 
6 in the 1000 block of S. Eisenhower 
Blvd. Webber was driving a 1993 
Honda Accord that was stopped for 
traveling at a high rate of speed, 
police said.

A breath sample taken from Web-
ber was analyzed with a portable 
breathalyzer and was shown to con-
tain alcohol, police said. Following 
sobriety tests, Webber was taken to 
the Dauphin County Judicial Center, 
where blood was drawn to determine 

the possible presence of intoxicants. 
Results of the blood tests were not 
reported.

A preliminary hearing is set for Feb. 
11 before District Judge Michael 
Smith.

Ibrahim Rogers, 23, 100 block of 
Wilson St., Middletown, was charged 
with DUI and operating vehicle with-
out valid inspection, police report.

Rogers was charged following his 
arrest at 2:11 a.m. on Jan. 18 on Route 
283 East at Interstate 283.

Rogers was driving a 1999 Toyota 
Corolla that was stopped for a faulty 
rear light, police said.

Following sobriety tests, Rogers 
was taken to the Dauphin County 
Judicial Center, where he refused 
to have blood drawn to determine 
the possible presence of intoxicants, 
police said.

A preliminary hearing on the charg-
es has yet to be set before District 
Judge Michael Smith.

Juvenile allegations of assault
Juvenile allegations of simple as-

sault and disorderly conduct were 
filed against a 16-year-old Middle-
town resident following an incident 
at the Middletown Area High School 
at 11:09 a.m. on Jan. 15.

Police said the teenager kicked and 
struck anther student in a hallway at 
the school. Police noted the 16-year-
old victim did not fight back and 
reportedly suffered minor injuries. 

Charged with fleeing police
Kevin B, Holmes, 41, of the first 

block of S. Callowhill St., Elizabeth-
ville, was charged with fleeing to 
elude an officer, flight to avoid appre-
hension and driving with a suspended 
license, police report.

Holmes fled  from police after his 
2003 Mercury Mountaineer was 
stopped at 2:10 a.m. on Jan. 19 in the 
area of Route 283 East and Nissley 
Drive, police said. Police said they 
had stopped Holmes’ vehicle and 

another SUV because of suspicious 
actions, including following too 
closely and flashing lights.

Police from several area depart-
ments assisted in what turned out to 
be an unsuccessful search for Holmes. 
Holmes was identified by investiga-
tors who subsequently secured a war-
rant for his arrest, police said. 

A preliminary hearing on the charg-
es has yet to be set before District 
Judge Michael Smith.

Drug paraphernalia charge
Sarah E. Neal, 31, of McElhattan, 

Clinton County, was charged with 
possession of drug paraphernalia, 
police report.

The charge was filed after a late 
model Ford Explorer in which Neal 
was riding was stopped at 2:56 a.m. 
on Jan. 16 in the area of First and O 
streets, police said.

A preliminary hearing on the charge 
has yet to be set before District Judge 
Michael Smith.

Lower Swatara Twp. Police News
Following is a compilation of reports from the Lower Swatara Twp. Police Department. 

Please be aware all those charged/cited are presumed innocent unless proven otherwise in a court of law.
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MUSEUM
Continued From Page One

Town
Topics

News & happenings for Middletown 
and surrounding areas.

Bingo Blast
 Hummelstown Fire Com-

pany, 249 E. Main St., Hum-
melstown, is hosting a Bingo 
Blast on Saturday, Jan. 31. 
Doors open at 5 p.m.; bingo 
starts at 7 p.m.

•••••

Blue and Gold Club din-
ner dance
 The Blue and Gold Club 

Fundraiser Dinner Dance to 
support student programs will 
be held from 6 to 10 p.m. on 
Saturday, Jan. 31 at American 
Legion Post 594, 137 E. High 
St., Middletown. 
 There is a cost. For tickets 

and more information, call 
Larry Etter at 717-944-3123 
or the Middletown Area School 
District’s athletic director at 
717-948-3333.

•••••

Souper Saturday
 Join the Middletown Area 

High School Band for Souper 
Saturday from 6 to 9 p.m. on 
Saturday, Jan. 31. Doors open 
at 5:30 p.m.
 There is a cost. You can 

purchase tickets from any 
band member or at the door. 
The event is sponsored by the 
Middletown Area High School 
Band Boosters.

TONY’S BEVERAGE

*All prices subject to PA state tax • CALL NOW TO RESERVE YOUR KEG
HRS: MON.-SAT. 9 AM-9 PM; SUN. 10 AM-5 PM

INSTANT & ON-LINE LOTTERY TICKETS
CIGARETTES AT STATE MINIMUM PRICES

DOWNTOWN PLAZA • 100 Brown St., Middletown • 944-7102

Cold Cases • soda • ICe • snaCks 
MICro Brews • IMports • kegs

Bud, Bud Light  
& Select 55

*PRICES GOOD THRU fEbRUaRy 3, 2015

$1899*

Busch & 
Busch Light

30 PACK

$2399*
30 PACK

Michelob Ultra

$1799*
24-12 CAN

Natural Light & Ice

30 PACK

$1599*

Twisted Tea ALL FLAVORS

$2199*
30 PK

Super Bowl Specials

Yuengling Lager & Light Lager

$1799*
24-12 CAN

Yuengling Lager & Light Lager

$1299*
24-12 CAN

Yuengling Premium
& Premium Light $2899*

KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE 1/27/15 – 2/3/15
  

SALE!
Grand Opening

ALL STORES
CELEBRATING!

59¢
lb.FRESH CHICKEN

DRUMSTICKS

MUST BUY 5 LB.

SAVE $1 LB.

99¢
lb.FRESH BARTLETT, BOSC

OR ANJOU PEARS SAVE $1 LB.

LEAN PORK
COUNTRY STYLE
BONELESS
SPARE RIBS SAVE $1 LB.

199
lb.

BONE-IN $1.79

FRESH CHICKEN
BONELESS SKINLESS

THIGHS SAVE $1 LB.
139

lb.

MUST BUY 5 LB.

PEPSI 6 PACK
19.9 OZ.

MUST BUY 5

5 for
$10

BEST OF THE BEST!

USDA CHOICE
WHOLE BONELESS

NEW YORK
STRIPS

649
lb.

12 LB. AVG.

SAVE $1 LB.

FROZEN CUT
PARTY WINGS

995
SOLD IN 5 LB. BAGS

SAVE $2.50

SPAGHETTI & MEATBALLS

RAGU PASTA
SAUCE 16-24 OZ.

119
SAVE $1

12-16 OZ. SELECTED

SAN GIORGIO
PASTA 59¢

14 OZ. COOKED
PERFECT MEATBALLS

239
SAVE $1
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Lowest 
Prices 

on Swiss 
Premium 

Milk

No Card 
Needed 
To Save!

16.9 oz.

PROTEST
Continued From Page One

along with a crowd large enough to 
fill the seats in the meeting room and 
spill down the hallways beyond the 
chamber’s door.
“I’m a teacher – when you’re a 

teacher, you sit back, you have so 
much work to do,’’ she explained, 
vowing that from now on she would 
be “getting more involved.’’
What followed was a struggle – to 

have demands heard, to keep order – 
that dipped and swayed in surprising 
directions during council’s meeting, 
including a failed call to replace the 
council president to a vote by a major-
ity of council members to draft a “code 
of conduct’’ for future public meetings.
For Cortney Hartnett, a resident who 

joined in the rally, the evening left her 
“disgusted.’’
“There’s obviously a good-old-boys 

club going on here,’’ Hartnett said. 
“We’re trying to speak up and have 
our voice heard.’’
Curry took to Facebook to urge 

residents who disagreed with recent 
borough actions to fill the council 
chambers for Tuesday night’s meet-
ing, narrating a short video he posted 
online.
The turnout at the meeting was “ex-

cellent,’’ Curry said during a council 
recess. “Warms my heart,’’ he said 
before council reconvened.
Protestors listed their concerns as 

to the meeting and sign up.
Now that the society owns the build-

ing, here are some of the tasks that 
need to be accomplished.
The building needs a good cleaning 

inside and some sprucing up outside. 
Electrical wiring and other types of 
work to ensure that the building is up 
to borough codes may be necessary.
The society faces the daunting task of 

moving nearly all of its archives and 
possessions into the Grosh building, 
said Earl Bright III, another member 
of the board of trustees. Right now, 
all the archives are clustered in two 
locations – inside two storage units on 
Vine Street, and inside the band hall 
at the Ferry House property.
Except for some very large objects in 

the band hall that may not be practical 
to move – like a stove – everything is 
going into the Grosh building. Glass 
cases, filing cabinets, everything. The 
building has no elevators. Lugging all 
that stuff up a few flights of stairs is 
going to take more than a few strong 
backs. Students at Penn State Harris-
burg who are looking for a community 
project, expect a call.
Dating to 1755 and considered one 

of Middletown’s oldest dwellings, the 
Grosh building consists of three floors 
plus a basement.
Since it used to be a dentist’s office, 

the building has a lot of rooms of vary-
ing dimensions. That gives the society 
a multitude of options for presenting 
different-themed exhibits in different 
rooms through which people can stroll 
at their leisure.
The building is also big enough for 

parts of the society’s collections to 
be kept in storage, as other parts are 
on public view as exhibits. As with 
museums generally, the idea is that 
exhibits will change over time, with 
different-themed collections being 
moved in and out of public display 
on a rotating basis.
Finding the best way to do that is 

going to be a work in progress,
“We need to find our story and tell 

it,” Pellegrini said.
The new museum will likely open 

with an exhibit focusing on the former 
Olmsted Air Force Base. November 
2014 was the 50th anniversary of 

the announcement by then-Secretary 
of Defense Robert McNamara that 
Olmsted was closing.
It’s hard to imagine a place better 

suited to the society’s mission than 
this one. The building has off-street 
parking in the back, and is just off the 
square on the main street of town. As 
any real estate agent will tell you - and 
Pellegrini, too - it’s all about “location, 
location, location.”
But the Grosh building won’t be just 

a museum. It is also envisioned as 
the place for out-of-towners to come 
for information about anything and 
everything having to do with Dauphin 
County’s oldest town.
The front door leads directly into a 

large room that resembles the inside 
of a log cabin, and is dominated 
by a spacious wooden counter. The 
counter provides an ideal setting for 
an information booth that would be 
staffed by a volunteer. It would have 
available information brochures about 
local and regional attractions, plus 
brochures promoting things in and 
around Middletown.
The society is called the “Middle-

town Area” society but until now 
there really hasn’t been an effective 
way to promote attractions outside of 
Middletown such as in Royalton and 
Lower Swatara Twp., Pellegrini said.
Many towns also use these informa-

tion centers to pass out brochures 
visitors can use for self-guided walk-
ing tours.
“We’re going to recreate the walking 

tour” that Middletown already has, 
Pellegrini said.
All these ideas and visions could just 

be the tip of the iceberg. The more 
people who get involved to help the 
society, the sooner these things will 
become a reality.
If you can’t make the Feb. 23 meeting 

and want to be involved, contact the so-
ciety through its Web site, http://www.
middletownareahistoricalsociety.org.
The Web site also has more infor-

mation about plans for the museum 
and information center. You can also 
check the society’s Facebook page for 
periodic updates.

   
Dan Miller: 717-944-4628, or dan-

miller@pressandjournal.com

In his comments about Panye’s letter 
about Bowman’s credentials, McNa-
mara was quoted as saying, “How do 
I go against this guy when he’s telling 
me to take a look at the appointment 
of Mr. Bowman to the council when 
John Payne has brought almost $3 
million to this borough since I’ve been 
sitting on this council? How do I go 
against that?”
In his letter to the Press And Journal, 

Payne said, “I am disappointed that, 
according to a recent news article, 
Chris McNamara took the opportunity 
to make this an issue and implied the 
reason why Middletown Borough 
Council appointed Mike Bowman 
was because I have secured in ex-
cess of $3 million in state funds for 
Middletown Borough. The inference 
is that I acquired the money in return 
for Mike Bowman’s appointment. I 
resent Chris McNamara insinuating 
a pay-for-play occurred.”
The full text of Payne’s letter appears 

on our Viewpoints page, page B4 in 
this edition.
Payne wrote that he was prompted 

to send the Jan. 6 letter after having a 
conversation with Bowman “roughly 
between Christmas and New Year’s,” 
in which Bowman “indicated” that 
only two candidates were in the run-
ning for the First Ward position and 
that one of the candidates did not live 
in the ward.
Bowman, upon learning of these 

statements in Payne’s letter, told the 
Press And Journal on Monday, Jan. 
26 that he never spoke to Payne, but 
spoke to an assistant in Payne’s office 
in Hershey. Bowman also said he told 
the assistant that three people were in 
the running for the seat, not two.
“I deny making those statements to 

John Payne, I absolutely deny it,” 
Bowman said. “I didn’t speak to him 
between Christmas and New Year’s.”
Moreover, Payne’s letter to the 

borough is dated Jan. 6. First Ward 
residents had until the end of Friday, 
Jan. 9, to submit their application and 
resume to the borough to be considered 
by council for the vacant seat.
Bowman’s appointment was not 

the only fireworks during the Jan. 20 

meeting. McNamara survived a call 
for his resignation by a 5-3 vote – with 
the newly-seated Bowman among his 
backers. Councilor Scott Sites called 
for him to resign his presidency, 
to be replaced by Councilor Ben 
Kapenstein.
 “This town is not ruled by the nine of 

us but by you, the dictator,” Sites said 
to McNamara in calling for his ouster.
 Besides Bowman and McNamara 

himself, voting to keep McNamara on 
as president were councilors  Robert 
Louer, John Brubaker and Sue Sul-
livan.
 Sites, Kapenstein, and Councilor 

Anne Einhorn voted to replace Mc-
Namara with Kapenstein. Councilor 
Vicki Malone was absent.
McNamara, who represents the 

Second Ward, is up for re-election in 
2015, and after the meeting said he 
“absolutely” is running again.
One potential challenger to McNama-

ra for his Second Ward seat is former 
borough electric department supervi-
sor Greg Wilsbach, who has emerged 
as a vocal critic of the McNamara-led 
majority on council.
After the meeting, McNamara 

defended his leadership record and 
recited a long list of things that he said 
have been achieved in the borough 
under his tenure.
He said the borough has “zero debt” 

as a result of council’s decision earlier 
this year to lease the water and sewer 
systems to United Water for 50 years. 
The borough received a $43 million 
payment from United Water that not 
only took care of all the town’s debt 
but will pay for three infrastructure 
projects – projects to increase water 
pressure in the Spring Street area, 
replace aging water and sewer lines un-
der Route 230, and replace the bridge 
over Swatara Creek, McNamara said.
The $1.5 million downtown 

streetscape project is being funded 
with no local tax dollars, McNamara 
said. He also pointed to the roof of the 
Elks Building being replaced within 
six months of the building being ac-
quired by the Middletown Industrial 
and Commercial Development Au-
thority, and the hiring of new Police 
Chief John Bey and related efforts to 
improve the police department.

POSTS
Continued From Page One

would not run in the 2015 elections.
“When I was appointed, it was with 

the understanding I would serve for the 
interim,” said DiFrancesco, president 
and CEO of the Pennsylvania Asso-
ciation of Community Bankers. He 
also serves as secretary of the Capital 
Region Economic Development Corp. 
and a member of Harrisburg Interna-
tional Airport’s board of directors.
Wilt, vice president of the commis-

sioners, is a retired U.S. Postal Service 
employee. He serves on the township’s 
police committee. 

Davies, a public relations manager 
for the state House of Representatives’ 
Republican Caucus and a township 
commissioner since 2012, confirmed 
his intention to seek re-election. “It’s 
satisfying to see things to fruition,” he 
said of his work as a commissioner. 
He serves on Lower Swatara’s budget 
and finance committee.
Candidates for this year’s elections 

may begin circulating petitions to get 
their names on the ballot on Feb. 17, 
with all petitions due March 10. 

Eric Wise: 717-944-4628, or eric-
wise@pressandjournal.com

Continued From Page One

COUNCIL “I’m not here for politics. I’m here to 
make things happen and to get things 
done. I don’t care what people think 
of me,” McNamara said.
Referring to council’s vote to retain 

him as president, he added, “Obviously 
my colleagues are satisfied with the 
way things are happening.”
 Before voting to replace Handley 

council heard from several First Ward 
residents who asked that Bowman not 
be appointed to fill Handley’s seat.
Charlotte Bixler of Swar Avenue 

called Bowman “one of the biggest 
slumlords in Middletown” – a charge 
that Bowman vehemently denied after 
the meeting.
 “We surely cannot allow council to 

reward Mr. Bowman for his disrespect 
of the town,” she said.
 “I do not want Mr. Bowman rep-

resenting myself or anyone in the 
First Ward,” said Cortney Hartnett 
of Nissley Street, who added that the 
controversy over appointing Bowman 
had gotten her out to her first council 
meeting after living in the borough for 
six years. “I will not be silent anymore. 
I pay your stipend, I pay them all. I 
am a taxpayer and I will be heard. If 
you don’t like it, resign.”
 First Ward resident Dawn Knull, who 

had applied to fill Handley’s seat but 
was rejected on Jan. 12 by council’s 

administration and personnel commit-
tee, was one of several residents who 
said Bowman should not be picked 
because he had run for council in the 
First Ward previously and lost.
 “The residents in the First Ward have 

spoken, not only on Facebook but in 
the polls numerous times,” she said.
“I’m not here to bash Mr. Bowman, 

but the majority did not vote for him,” 
said Cathy Winter of the 100 block of 
West Water Street. “I don’t want to be 
represented by Mr. Bowman. I believe 
Mr. Bowman has a great passion for 
this town, but I don’t believe he is very 
objective. I don’t believe extremes 
ever work in any situation, and ex-
tremes do not belong in government.”
When it came time for the vote, 

Sullivan moved for Bowman to be 
appointed, prompting thunderous 
jeers and boos from the crowd. Louer 
seconded Sullivan’s motion.
 “This is council giving you all the 

middle finger,” Sites announced to 
the crowd.
Earlier during the public comment 

period Hartnett had called on McNa-
mara to recuse himself from the vote 
because, as she put it, “You are dating 
his daughter. This is a conflict of inter-
est, sir.” Before the vote, McNamara 
asked Solicitor Adam Santucci if he 
should recuse himself. Santucci said 

that in his opinion McNamara did not 
need to abstain.
McNamara after the meeting ac-

knowledged that he is in a relationship 
with Bowman’s daughter. However, 
he pointed out that he had asked if he 
should abstain, and Santucci said no.
After the meeting, Bowman had 

little to say.
“I turned in a resume and I got the 

job,” he said.
Bowman later told the Press And 

Journal that the characterization of 
him as a “slumlord’’ is “absurd.”
“I have never taken a building and 

turned it into apartments,’’ he said. 
“Half the buildings I brought were con-
demned already. I only fix them up.”
Public records show only one charge 

filed against Bowman since 2010 – he 
pleaded guilty to a summary charge 
of failing to maintain a fire escape. 
The charge was filed against Bowman 
by the borough’s fire marshal, Mick 
Shrauder.
Following the end of the Jan. 20 meet-

ing, Louer was asked why he voted for 
Bowman despite the objections from 
the First Ward residents.
“As presented he [Bowman] was a 

better man.” Louer said. 
Brubaker said he voted for Bowman 

“because of the recommendation he 
got from Payne.”

they stood outside borough hall, rang-
ing from cuts in borough funding of the 
Middletown Public Library to reduc-
tions in the borough’s workforce to a 
downtown improvement project that 
has succeeded in replacing old water 
and sewer lines but has yet to move 
forward with a streetscape facelift 
promised by council.
“This has to be one of the worst 

administrations that I know of,’’ said 
Kate Wealand, a longtime resident 
who joined in the rally.
Some called for the resignation of 

Konek and Chris Courogen, the bor-
ough’s director of communications 
and editor of the borough newsletter.
Some in the crowd said they were 

eager to show their support for Curry, 
whose video summons resonated with 
them, but skeptical that the rally would 
bring change.
A similarly-sized crowd came to a 

council meeting years ago demand-
ing to know why council was cutting 
funding to the library, said resident 
Cathy Winter. “They did exactly what 
they wanted to do,’’ she said.
Councilor Suzanne Sullivan coun-

tered that protestors haven’t explained 
what the ruling majority on council 
has done wrong. “You keep saying we 
are destroying the town – give me an 
example,’’ she told the crowd during 
the meeting.
“We all need to get along if we want 

this town to go forward,’’ she said.
Councilor Scott Sites made a mo-

tion calling for council President 
Christopher McNamara to resign his 

presidency, which failed by a 5-3 vote.
Sullivan followed with a motion 

to have the borough solicitor draft 
a “code of conduct’’ for all public 
meetings, which was approved by the 
same 5-3 vote.
Curry said the move “seems like an 

attempt to slip an iron plate over the 
mouths of the people.’’ Sullivan noted 
that, before she was elected to council, 
she would come to council meetings 
and speak her mind, “but I did it in a 
respectful manner – and the council 
there gave us a lot more grief than the 
council here.’’
Some in the crowd insisted that the 

turnout was a sign of things to come 
– a growing tide of dissatisfaction that 
would continue through this year’s 
local elections. “You do what you 
have to do,’’ resident Vera Williams 
told councilors during the meeting, 
“and we’ll do what we have to do.’’

Continued From Page One

TAXES
from the residents.
However, the board has until the 

end of June approve a final, balanced 
budget.
At this point, what the district knows 

regarding revenue and expenses is 
greatly exceeded by what it does not 
know. It will be at least until March 
before the district knows what Gov. 
Tom Wolf will propose for educational 
spending.
More than 40 percent of the district’s 

spending will be consumed by salaries. 
But the district at this point knows 
only what one group of employees – 
maintenance and custodial staff – will 
be getting next year.
The district is now negotiating a new 

contract with its teachers. The current 
pact expires in June.
The three biggest cost drivers are sal-

ary, health insurance and the amount 
that the district is mandated to pay into 
the state retirement system. Just these 
three items combined are estimated to 
increase by $1.8 million in 2015-16.
By coincidence, that’s roughly the 

amount by which district overall 
spending is currently estimated to go 
up in 2015-16 - an indication of how 
little of the budget is really within the 
board’s ability to control.
In recent years, the final tax increase 

has ended up much lower than what is 
proposed initially.
However, it appears all but impossible 

for the district to avoid a tax increase 
for 2015-16, said board President 
Barbara Layne.
“We are hopeful that Tom Wolf is seri-

ous about what his campaign promise 
was that he is going to do something 
with the funding of education,” she 
said. “Short of that, we have our teach-
ers cut back as far as we can cut. When 
I say we are at bare bones, we are at 
bare bones.”    
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Heading into the home stretch of the 2014-15 bas-

ketball season, Middletown Coach Chris Sattele had 
one main goal in mind for his Blue Raiders: With six 
games left on the schedule, he wanted his team to win 
three and finish the season on a positive note.
Those plans took a major hit, however, as the Raiders 

lost the first two of the six remaining contests.  
It was no real surprise that the Raiders came up short 

at Camp Hill on Tuesday, Jan. 20. The Lions are sitting 
right near the top of the Mid-Penn Conference Capital 
Division and are seeded in the top tier of the District 
3 Class AA rankings.  Waynesboro was a bit of an 
unknown, and Sattele and the Middletown faithful 
were hoping the nondivisional matchup on Thursday, 
Jan. 22 could be a winnable game for the Raiders. 
But that did not happen as the visiting Indians got off 
to an unbelievable start on their way to a big win in 
Middletown.  
“I hate to talk about next year, but, really, that’s what 

we are working towards,” Sattele said following the 
Camp Hill game.
With two games on the schedule this week against 

Pequea Valley (Wednesday, Jan. 28 on the road) and 
West Perry (Friday, Jan. 30 on the road) and a season-
ender against Steelton-Highspire on Tuesday, Feb. 3 
at home, the Raiders really have their work cut out 
for them if they hope to achieve those three victories.  

Camp Hill 65, Middletown 50
Even though the more-talented Camp Hill team posted 

the 15-point win in their home gym last Tuesday, the 
Lions had to work hard claim the victory over the 
determined Middletown squad.
Although the Lions (14-3, 8-2 in the Capital Division) 

were led on offense by Deshawn Franklin’s 18 points, 
the outcome was really decided by two other factors. 
One was the size and length of 6-feet-7 center Zack 
Kuntz, who collected 10 of his 13 points inside. The 
other factor was the outside shooting of Michael Shuster, 
who popped in three timely bombs from outside the 
3-point arc at key junctures of the game. Kuntz and 

Shuster evenly split 26 points in the Camp Hill win.  
On the Middletown side, freshman Ryan Hughes reg-

istered a game-high 19 points in the loss, but no other 
Raider reached double figures in scoring. And that left 
an imbalance in point production in the Lions’ favor.  
Shuster opened up the game following a Middletown 

miss with his first triple, and the Lions converted an-
other miss and a turnover by the Raiders into an early 
7-0 advantage.
Caleb Leggore broke the run with a basket off a Brady 

Fox assist for Middletown (4-14, 1-8), but the Lions 
scored the next four points to grab an 11-2 lead.
Hughes scored off an assist from his brother Dagen 

and Tre Leach added a foul shot to cut the Camp Hill 
lead to 11-5. But the advantage reached 15-5 after the 
Lions collected the last four points of the first quarter.  
The Raiders did not shoot well in the second stanza, 

making 4-of-11 shots from the floor, but Camp Hill 
made just 4-of-9 and committed five turnovers that 
allowed the Raiders to stay in contention.
A late three by Shuster and a putback by Kuntz fol-

lowing a Ryan Hughes basket, however, gave the hosts 
a 26-15 lead at the halftime break.
The Lions were nearly perfect from the floor in the 

third quarter and gained some space by registering 22 
points coming out of the intermission. Meanwhile, the 
Raiders made 7-of-16 shots and fell behind by a 48-31 
score after collecting 16 points in the 8-minute span.  
But the Raiders opened up the fourth quarter with 

a 6-0 run to make things interesting. Dagen Hughes 
hit a turnaround jumper after picking up a loose ball 
30 seconds into the final frame and then converted 
an offensive rebound into another score following a 
Camp Hill miss. Ryan Hughes capped the run with a 
baseline goal following a Lion turnover and pulled the 
Middletown side to within 11 points, 48-37, with 6:17 
left in the game.
But the Raiders would get no closer the rest of the way.
Shuster’s triple with 4:05 left increased Camp Hill’s 

lead to 56-40. Leach’s bucket at 3:46 cut the deficit to 
14, but the Lions matched the Raiders point-for-point 
down the stretch to hold off a Middletown rally.  

MIDDLETOWN AREA BOYS’ BASKETBALL

GET ’EM NEXT YEAR?
Raiders’ hopes for rousing final bow take hit with two losses

Please See RAIDERS, Page B3

Photos by Jodi Ocker

Middletown freshman Ryan Hughes 
(0) takes a shot in the key against 
Waynesboro. Hughes led all scorers with 
20 points.

Harry Kapenstein, in white, dribbles around a 
Waynesboro defender.

Jey Rivera scored 19 points and Ja’lynn 
Burton-Jones added 15 as Middletown 
rolled past Elco, 60-33 on Saturday, Jan. 
24 in Middletown.
The victory ended a three-game losing 

streak for the Blue Raiders (11-7, 3-6 in 
the Mid-Penn Conference Capital Division.
Chandelle Keller led Elco (7-11) with 

14 points.
Bianca Jasper scored 14 points for the 

Raiders in the win.
Middletown stormed to a 36-13 lead in the 

first half and never looked back.
The victory boosted Middletown’s play-

off hopes. The Raiders were rated 14th in 
District 3 Class AAA before the game in 
the district’s power rankings, with the top 
18 teams qualifying for the playoffs.

Camp Hill 65, Middletown 48
Camp Hill star Leah Springer scored 23 

points as the Lions rallied from a first-quar-
ter deficit to beat the Raiders on Tuesday, 
Jan. 20 in Middletown.
Camp Hill (15-3, 8-2) has won seven 

consecutive games and has forged a tie for 
first place in the division with West Perry.
The Lions used a 25-12 second-quarter 

surge to turn a 14-10 deficit after the first 
quarter into a 35-26 lead by halftime.
Jasper led the Raiders with 14 points, while 

Makalia Nester added 11 and Burton-Jones 
added 10.

Photos by Don Graham

Middletown’s Jey Rivera (3) goes up for a rebound amid a 
sea of Elco players 

Raiders roll over Elco, 60-33

Lining up for an inbound pass against Elco are, 
above, from left, Middletown’s Makaila Nester, Jey 
Rivera and Brooke Myers.

Middletown’s Ja’lynn Burton-Jones, left, 
wrestles an Elco player for the ball.



B-2  - THE PRESS AND JOURNAL, Wednesday, January 28, 2015 www.pressandjournal.com; e-mail - sports@pressandjournal.com

Coming Soon

Press And Journal
          Ask for Maxine or e-mail:

maxineetter@pressandjournal.com

Middletown
Lower Dauphin
Steelton-Highspire

Ads shown smaller 

than actual size.

Call
944-4628

to be 
included

Tell your graduate
how proud you are!
Include a graduation 
photo, baby photo, 
best wishes, poetry . . . 
anything you want. 
THIS IS YOUR TRIBUTE!

Ads shown smaller 

Congratu
lations

 Class of
 2014!

Prince E
dwin-Spring C

reek 

Lodge N
o. 486 F.&A.M.

131 West Emaus Street,  Middletown 

717-944-6250

Contact the PA Masonic 

Youth Foundation for 

scholarships we o� er.

www.pmyf.org

Congratu
lations

Graduation Pages

 BEGINNING 2014 BEGINNING  BEGINNING A New

33R Market Street • Royalton • 944-1925
Monday-Friday 8-6; Saturday 8-1

All Major Credit Cards Accepted 
PA  

State
Inspections

IDDLETOWN
TIRE & ALIGNMENTM

Exhaust • Struts • Alignments • Inspections • Batteries • Brakes • Shocks

❞

❞

Jawaharlal Nehru
Indian Prime Minister, 1889-1964 

Time is not measured by the passing of years 
but by what one does, what one feels, and 
what one achieves.

Recently I spent seven hours 
in a pit blind with two good 
friends.

Accompanying me on the hunt 
were Gerald Staub of Middletown 
and Jim Keller of Harrisburg. The 
blind was dug into the ground and 
allowed you to either sit or stand 
underneath a rolling roof, thus giv-
ing it its name. 
Being at ground level keeps you 

concealed from the keen eyes 
of waterfowl, especially Canada 
Geese. The roof is rolled back when 
the opportunity arises for a shot.
The geese appeared as seven small 

dots in the distance. Flying in a 
line, they had their sights made to a 
nearby field or water to feed. Their 
faint “honking” made no mistake 
they were geese – and exactly what 
we were hunting. 
I began to call back to them loudly 

at first to see their reaction. My call-
ing continued loudly – and subtle at 
times, depending on whether they 
appeared to be interested and how 

they talked back to me.
Gerald began a flagging technique, 

imitating the flapping wings of land-
ing geese. Gerald’s black colored 
flag and the calling from the goose 
call immediately changed the small 
dots of black to larger more identifi-
able shapes of geese. 
Their flight pattern was changed 

and they began to close the distance 
toward us. They continued to talk 
back to me with agitated honking. 
Gerald’s flagging stopped, and all 
got ready to shoot.
The seven geese finally made the 

commitment to land among our 
decoys. Their wings set into a glide 
with the wind in their faces.
The moment we all were waiting 

for arrived.
I pulled the rolling roof open to 

expose our presence and announced 
the words that all water fowlers love 
to hear: “Take them.”
Gerald and Jim took several shots 

and downed two immediately. I con-
tinued to call back to the geese, who 

With just three shots, three hunters get their goose

Talk to goose hunters or friends who 
might have experience and check 
the Internet. They can help you 
make the best of your Middle Creek 
waterfowl hunting experience.
Middle Creek is a beautiful im-

poundment. There is much to be 
seen even if you are not a hunter. 
Take the short drive to Kleinfel-
tersville to see the abundance of 
waterfowl, especially the snow 
geese which number in the thou-

sands. Seeing them circle and land 
is breathtaking.
The observation center at Middle 

Creek is a hub of education and is 
highly recommended for visitors to 
stop first to view this beautiful gem 
of woods and water.
The Pennsylvania Game Commis-

sion’s Web site offers additional 
information.
Tom Shank can be reached at 

tshank38@comcast.net

Submitted photo

Hunters Gerald Staub, left, and Jim Keller pose with the three 
Canada geese claimed at Kleinfeltersville, Lebanon County.

Big Spring won five straight bouts 
– two by forfeit – to break open a 
close wrestling match and defeat 
Middletown, 43-14 on Friday, Jan. 
23 on Seniors Night in Middletown.
The Blue Raiders had closed within 

12-11 on Will Botterbusch’s 5-2 
decision over Chance Rayhart at 170 
pounds. But the Bulldogs claimed 
forfeits at 182 and 195 pounds to take 
a 28-11 lead and won at 285 and 113 
pounds – there was no contest at 106 
pounds – to charge to a 37-11 lead.
Devin Martin pinned Big Spring’s 

Colton Hockensmith at 3:48 at 120 

MIDDLETOWN AREA WRESTLING

Big Spring weathers rally, beats Raiders, 43-14

were still in the air – and one broke 
off, allowing me a shot.
Boom! The third goose hit the 

ground.
Three geese for three hunters – not 

a bad morning. And it wasn’t even 9 
a.m. yet.
Our limit of one goose per hunter 

was reached, since we were hunting 
the Pennsylvania Game Commis-
sion-regulated goose hunting man-
agement area of Middle Creek in 
Kleinfeltersville, Lebanon County. 
The whole hunt started way back 

in August 2014, when I purchased 
my Pennsylvania hunting license. 
In the hunting digest is an applica-
tion that all hunters can complete. 
It allows hunters to apply to either 
Middle Creek or the Pymatuning 
wildlife management area located 
in Hartstown in the western part of 
the state. 
Applications are put into a lot-

tery drawing to fill goose blinds. 
I was successful in the lottery and 
received by mail my reservation that 
indicated the date and time I needed 
to be at the office of Middle Creek 
to check in for the day’s hunt. 
You are allowed three guests to 

come along, making a total of four 
hunters maximum per goose blind.
Receiving a reservation doesn’t 

mean you are going to be successful 
on the day of a hunt. These geese 
have seen it all, and have weathered 
many hunters during their migration 
south from Canada.
Here are a few some suggestions if 

you are selected:
• Wear camouflage clothing. This 

may sound elementary, but I have 
seen many hunters show up for a 
hunt wearing fluorescent orange 
and colors ranging from blue to red.  

Blending into the surroundings of a 
field is very important.
• Use realistic decoys. One dozen 

wooden silhouettes positioned 
directly in a group in front of the 
pit blind is referred to as the Middle 
Creek spread, but this setup is not 
real looking and deters geese. Decoy 
setups need to be placed in various 
family groups, five to 10 decoys 
spread out throughout your shooting 
area. The more decoys you have, 
the more your setup looks appealing 
to geese. A mixture of full-bodies, 
shells and silhouettes can mean the 
difference between success and 
failure. 
• Position your decoys in various 

poses. Keep them angled. Geese like 
to feed into the wind and land fac-
ing the wind – facing decoys in the 
direction of the wind is paramount. 
Allowing landing areas for incom-
ing geese to land is referred to as the 
‘’X.’’ You want geese to approach 
openings in your decoy setup to al-
low good ethical shooting. 
• Getting all your gear to the pit-

blind can be burdensome. I have 
found a wheelbarrow or a deer cart 
makes the going much easier than 
carrying your gear by hand. 
• A goose call and black flag are 

useful. But nothing helps if you 
don’t know how to use them. If you 
don’t, it is better to leave the calling 
and flagging at home and rely on 
good decoys and allowing the geese 
to come within effective shooting 
range. “Sky bursting” at flying geese 
at outrageous heights is definitely a 
“no.”
• Finally, if you do pull a blind 

reservation and you are not a wa-
terfowl hunter, do your homework. 
Do your research on goose hunting. 

pounds to end the Big Spring string. 
The Bulldogs finished the match with 
a forfeit at 126 pounds.
Middletown’s Corbin Stetler won an 

18-1 technical fall over Big Spring’s 
Ben Illegenfritz at 145 pounds to bring 
the Raiders within a point, 6-5 early 
in the match.
After a Middletown forfeit at 152 

pounds, the Raiders won back-to-back 
bouts to close in again. Middletown’s 
Bobby Johnson won a 15-11 decision 
over Big Spring’s Britian Shields at 
160 pounds, then Botterbusch won 
his bout to bring the Raiders close.
 Photos by Jodi Ocker

Middletown senior Corbin 
Stetler, above, in yellow, goes 
for a pin against Big Spring’s 
Ben Illegenfritz during a 
145-pound bout. Stetler won by 
technical fall.

Middletown senior Bobby 
Johnson, center, in yellow, 
controls Big Spring’s Britian 
Shields during Johnson’s 15-11 
victory at 160 pounds.

Middletown senior Will 
Botterbusch, left, in yellow, hold 
off Big Spring’s Chance Rayhart 
during Botterbusch’s 5-2 victory 
at 170 pounds.

Take the Press And Journal’s 
QUICK  OPINION  POLL

Answer 3 questions at: 
pressandjournal.com

Seniors on the Middletown Area High School wrestling team and their parents were recognized before 
the Blue Raiders’ match against Big Spring.

DOWNTOWN PLAZA - 100 Brown St., Middletown - 944-7102
*All prices subject to PA state tax • CALL NOW TO RESERVE YOUR KEG

HRS: MON.-SAT. 9 AM-9 PM; SAT. 9 AM-9 PM; SUN. 10 AM-5 PM

     *PRICES GOOD THRU FEBRUARY 3, 2015
CIGARETTES AT STATE MINIMUM PRICES

INSTANT & ON-LINE LOTTERY TICKETS

Cold Cases • soda • ICe • snaCks 
MICro Brews • IMports • kegs

$1599*

SEAGRAM'S ALL FLAVORS

MILWAUKEE'S BEST, 
LIGHT & ICE

$2899*

30 PK
$1899*
KEYSTONE 
LIGHT

30 PK

COORS LIGHT MILLER LITE, MGD, & 
MILLER 64

$2199*

TONY’S BEVERAGE

$2499*

$2199*
30 PK

MOOSEHEAD, LIGHT & 
LIGHT LIME

DOS EQUIS LAGER

$2499*
36 PK

2-12-12 NR 24-12 NR

SUPER BOWL SPECIALS

STELLA
$3199*

24-BOTTLE



Waynesboro 81
Middletown 60
In one of the most impressive shoot-

ing exhibitions the Raiders witnessed 
this season, Waynesboro fired in 26 
points in the game’s first quarter on 
Thursday night and used that opening 
blitz to key their nondivisional win.
The Indians (10-7) made 8-of-12 

shots, including five 3-pointers, in the 
opening quarter to push the stunned 
Middletown squad into a 26-13 hole.  
The Raiders recovered somewhat 

to start the second quarter by scoring 
six straight points and cut the Indians’ 
lead to 26-19 with 4:53 left in the first 
half. Fox, Ryan Hughes and Luke 
Mrakovich teamed for the quick start 
with four of the points coming off of 
Waynesboro turnovers.
But after keeping the score close at 

31-25 later in the period, the Raiders 
slipped by missing their last three shots 
of the half. Waynesboro  finished off 
the second quarter with a 10-0 run to 
claim a 41-25 advantage at the break.  
As they did in the second quarter, 

the Raiders got off to a great start in 
the third.  Ryan Hughes scored off a 
Fox assist, Dagen Hughes converted 

a steal into a 3-point play and Ryan 
Hughes added a triple off another 
Indian turnover to pull the Raiders to 
within eight points, 41-33 with 6:53 
left in the third quarter.
With Ryan Hughes scoring 13 of his 

game-high 20 points in the 8-minute 
span the  Raiders outpointed their 
guests 21-16 in the third to make it 
a 57-46 game heading into the final 
frame.  
But an opening 6-0 run by the Indians 

to start the fourth quarter put the guests 
back in control at 63-46.
The Blue Raiders battled valiantly 

to make a comeback, but the Indians 
held off the late efforts. The Indians 
made 9-of-9 foul shots in the game’s 
final 3:57 and collected 24 points in 
the period to lock up the win.
Leach, Michael Mattes and Mra-

kovich chipped in late points for the 
Raiders.
Larry Etter can be reached at  

larryetter66@gmail.com   
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ELWOOD’S
SERVICE STATION

Over 50 Years Of Valued Service

Corner of Main & Catherine Sts. • Middletown • 944-9255
Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6 pm; Sat. 8 am-1 pm; Closed Sun.

Keeping You 
Rolling Along

We Sell New & Used Tires
Paying cash for unwanted or 

junk vehicles. Call today.
SERVICE STATION

944-4407

Corner Main & Spruce Streets
Middletown

OPEN 
MONDAY-FRIDAY 7 AM-6 PM

All makes and models.

Schedule an 
appointment 

with us today!

EO
E 

M
/F

/D
/V

Schneider iS hiring  
truck driverS!
Experienced drivers, new Class A CDL 
holders and owner-operators should apply 
($6,000 tuition reimbursement for qualified 
candidates) 

uP tO $6,000 Sign-On bOnuS may aPPly 
earn uP tO $78,000-80,000/year

Tanker and Dedicated Work

Some drivers home daily  |  Team and Solo

apply: schneiderjobs.com/newjobs   |   more info: 800-44-Pride

By Adam Clay and Hannah Jorich
For The Press And Journal

Despite a valiant first-half effort and 
an impressive game by Kiara Carter, 
Penn State Harrisburg lost to 17th-
ranked Salisbury, 78-55 in a women’s 
basketball game on Sunday, Jan. 25 in 
Middletown.
Salisbury’s second half performance 

was too much for the Lions to over-
come, as the Seagulls (16-1, 10-0 
in the Capital Athletic Conference) 
remained undefeated in conference 
play. Salisbury leads second-place 
Mary Washington by one game in the 
conference.
From the start of the game, Carter 

proved she was not going to be pushed 
around by the nationally-ranked 
Seagulls.  Carter scored the first six 
points of the game which helped the 
Lions (4-13, 3-7) jump out to an early 
6-2 lead. Salisbury slowly worked its 
way back in front – and took a 17-8 

lead with 10:41 left in the first half 
thanks to an 11-0 run in just under 
three minutes.
The Lions answered back, finishing 

the first half by outscoring Salisbury 
12-2. A 3-point shot at the buzzer by 
Alexis Nolan  brought Penn State 
Harrisburg within four points, 33-29, 
at halftime.
But Salisbury started the second 

half with another 11-0 run – and this 
time the Lions could not regroup. 
The Seagulls’ second half output was 
impressive as the visitors shot better 
than 70 percent from the field.
Carter continued her dominance on 

the boards, pulling down 13 rebounds 
to lead the Lions. She also scored a 
game-high 18 points.

Marymount 53, Lions 38
Penn State Harrisburg kept it close 

in the first half, but the Saints’ guards 
stole the game from the Lions in the 
final minutes on Wednesday, Jan. 21 

in Middletown.
The game went back and forth in the 

first half. The young Lions held their 
composure early on, answering Mary-
mount’s offense. Jasmine Yanich made 
two big 3-pointers for the Lions to keep 
the Saints (12-5, 8-2) in their sights, 
and Penn State Harrisburg trailed by 
just six points, 28-22, at the half.
The Blue & White played well defen-

sively for most of the second half, and 
the game was up for grabs to whoever 
could start making shots. But as the 
game clock wound down, so did the 
Lions’ shooting – Penn State Harris-
burg made only 6-of-27 from the floor 
in the second half, and it was difficult 
to keep pace with Marymount.
Carter dominated the boards, col-

lecting 17 rebounds, while Kaitlyn 
Carmo scored 17 points for Penn State 
Harrisburg. But the Lions could not 
overcome the impressive guard play 
by the Saints.

WOMEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Seagulls soar in second half, beat Lions, 78-55

By Josh Crippen and Adam Clay
For The Press And Journal

Penn State Harrisburg battled Capital 
Athletic Conference leader Mary-
mount punch for punch for most of the 
game, but watched the Saints pull away 
late and lost, 82-63 on Wednesday, Jan. 
21 in Middletown.
It may have been snowing outside, 

but it was raining 3’s inside the Capital 
Union Building, as Penn State Har-
risburg (2-15, 2-8 in the conference) 
attempted to stun Marymount and 
get an early lead on the Saints. The 
Lions’ early game plan worked, as 
they took a 10-0 lead just five minutes 
into the game.
The Saints (14-3, 8-2) awoke, how-

ever, and rallied with a 13-2 run of their 
own to take the lead just three minutes 
later. Marymount found its groove and 
began capitalizing on turnovers and 

missed shots by the Lions to stretch its 
lead to 11 points, 40-29, at halftime.
The Blue & White started out the 

second half much like it did in the 
first. The Lions played tremendous 
defense and saw their efforts pay off 
at the offensive end. Penn State Har-
risburg battled back to tie the game, 
50-50, with 9:00 remaining.
But that’s when Penn State Harrisburg 

ran out of gas.
Marymount ended the game on a 

32-13 run to close out Penn State Har-
risburg and pick up the win.
Guard Alberto De Los Santos led 

the way for the Blue & White with 
21 points. Sharpshooter Caleb Barwin 
chipped in with 12 points, all coming 
from beyond the 3-point line.

Salisbury 69, Lions 43
Penn State Harrisburg hoped to claim 

its second win of the season over the 

Salisbury Seagulls on Sunday Jan. 25 
in Middletown.
The Blue & White got off to a solid 

start, taking a 14-8 lead with 7:42 to 
play in the first half.
But Salisbury (11-6, 7-3)  bounced 

back to take a 1-point lead, 27-26.
The Seagulls showed why they have 

been on such a hot streak with their 
second-half performance. Penn State 
Harrisburg had the game tied at 30 
when the Seagulls took flight two 
minutes into the second half, riding 
a 22-1 run over a nine-minute span 
that left the Lions with little hope of 
recovery.
Barwin was one bright spot for the Li-

ons, leading the team with nine points.  
The Blue & White must turn things 

around quickly if it wants to keep its 
playoff hopes alive in the final month 
of the season.

MEN’S COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Saints come alive late, beat Lions, 82-63

Middletown’s Tre Leach, 
in white, shoots over a 
Waynesboro defender.

RAIDERS
Continued From Page One

By Adam Clay
For The Press And Journal

Penn State Harrisburg battled through 
winter weather and tough competi-
tion at the Lebanon Valley Dutchmen 
Invitational on Saturday, Jan. 24 in 
Annville.
Fortunately, the team made it to 

Annville safely, and both the men’s 
and women’s teams recorded strong 
showings from a number of its athletes.
For the men, Jalen Williams finished 

sixth in the 55-meter sprint with a 
time of 6.95 seconds. Joey Phifer 
took eighth place in the mile and 
Takodah Thompson finished 10th in 
the 3,000-meter run.
James Keith had the best finish of the 

day for the Lions, taking fourth place 
in the 500-meter run. 
For the women, Antinuke Adeshola 

COLLEGE TRACK AND FIELD

Lion runners, vaulter 
stand out at Annville meet

performed extremely well for the 
Lion women, finishing in sixth place 
in the 55-meter sprint with a time of 
8.04 seconds.
Nicole Lindie also grabbed a sixth-

place honor in the 800-meter run, while 
Katlin Gould added a few inches to her 
pole vault by clearing 10-feet 6-inches 
for fourth place.  
Coach Danielle Lynch was pleased 

with the team’s performance.
“Weather presented us with some 

logistical challenges today – however, 
our team pushed through and had 
some great performances including 
personal records and experience in 
circles and on runways,’’ Lynch said. 
“I am proud of the team for fighting 
through adversity and putting in some 
good work.”
Team results were not scored in the 

meet.

BOYS’ BASKETBALL
MID-PENN CONFERENCE

Capital Division
 W L OVERALL
Steelton-Highspire 8 1 15-2
Camp Hill 8 2 14-3
Trinity 6 3 10-6
Milton Hershey 5 5 9-8
East Pennsboro 4 5 11-6
Middletown 1 8 4-14
West Perry 1 9 7-11

Last week’s games
Waynesboro 81, Middletown 60
Camp Hill 65, Middletown 50
Steelton-Highspire 90, York Catholic 35
Steelton-Highspire 74, West Perry 34
Steelton-Highspire 73, East Pennsboro 
33

This week’s games
Wednesday, Jan. 28
Middletown at Pequea Valley, 7:30 p.m.

Friday, Jan. 30
West Perry at Middletown, 7:30 p.m.
Steelton-Highspire at Trinity, 7:30 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 31
Oxford at Steelton-Highspire, 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 3
Steelton-Highspire at Middletown, 6 
p.m.

DISTRICT 3 POWER RANKINGS
CLASS AAA

(Top 18 teams qualify for playoffs)
As of Jan. 22

1. Susquehanna Twp. 14-3
2. Bishop McDevitt 12-3
3. Steelton-Highspire 13-2
4. Manheim Central 18-1
5. Boiling Springs 14-2
6. West York 12-4
7. Palmyra 11-7
8. Cocalico 13-5
9. East Pennsboro 10-5
10. Eastern York 10-6
11. Lancaster Catholic 13-6
12. Conrad Weiser 11-6
13. Gettysburg 10-6
14. Berks Catholic 9-7
15. Milton Hershey 8-8
16. Elco 11-8
17. Dover 9-8 
18. Wyomissing 10-7

Keystone Division
 W L OVERALL
Susquehanna Twp. 10 1 15-4
Cedar Cliff 9 2 16-2
Bishop McDevitt 9 2 14-3
Palmyra 4 7 11-8
Hershey 4 7 9-8
Lower Dauphin 4 7 9-10
Mechanicsburg 3 8 8-11
Red Land 1 10 5-14

Last week’s games
Lower Dauphin 60, Hershey 58
Cedar Cliff 56, Lower Dauphin 53

This week’s games
Friday, Jan. 30
Red Land at Lower Dauphin, 7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 3
Lower Dauphin at Palmyra, 7:30 p.m.

DISTRICT 3 POWER RANKINGS
CLASS AAAA

(Top 20 teams qualify for playoffs)
As of Jan. 22

1. Cedar Crest 17-1
2. York 13-3
3. Cedar Cliff 15-2
4. Northeastern 16-0
5. McCaskey 13-5
6. Harrisburg 12-4
7. Reading 13-4
8. Central Dauphin East 11-4
9. Hempfield 13-6
10. Carlisle 11-5
11. Warwick 13-6
12. Central York 11-6
13. Exeter Twp. 13-4
14. Shippensburg 12-4
15. Spring Grove 9-5
16. Red Lion 9-6
17. Hershey 9-7
18. Cumberland Valley 9-8
19. Lebanon 10-8
20. Central Dauphin 7-9

•••
21. Elizabethtown 10-9
22. Dallastown 8-8
23. Governor Mifflin 9-9
24. Waynesboro 9-7
25. Lower Dauphin 8-10

GIRLS’ BASKETBALL
MID-PENN CONFERENCE

Capital Division
 W L OVERALL
West Perry 8 2 16-2
Camp Hill 8 2 15-3

Trinity 7 2 10-7
East Pennsboro 5 4 10-7
Middletown 3 6 11-7
Milton Hershey 2 8 6-10
Steelton-Highspire 0 9 4-13

Last week’s games
Middletown 60, Elco 33
Camp Hill 65, Middletown 48
York Catholic 80, Steelton-Highspire 40
West Perry 43, Steelton-Highspire 31
Steelton-Highspire 81, Waynesboro 47

This week’s games
Friday, Jan. 30
Middletown at West Perry, 7:30 p.m.
Trinity at Steelton-Highspire, 7:30 p.m.

Monday, Feb. 2
Bishop McDevitt at Steelton-Highspire, 
7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 3
Steelton-Highspire at Middletown,  
7:30 p.m.

DISTRICT 3 POWER RANKINGS
CLASS AAA

(Top 18 teams qualify for playoffs)
As of Jan. 22

1. West York 14-0
2. Berks Catholic 13-3
3. West Perry 15-2
4. Greencastle-Antrim 14-2
5. Conrad Weiser 13-4
6. Fleetwood 12-4
7. Donegal 15-3
8. Lancaster Catholic 15-2
9. York Suburban 13-4
10. Northeastern 11-5
11. Lampeter-Strasburg 12-6
12. East Pennsboro 9-6
13. Susquenita 11-3
14. Middletown 10-7
15. Northern Lebanon 12-7
16. Bishop McDevitt 6-10
17. James Buchanan 9-7
18. Boiling Springs 9-8
 

Keystone Division
 W L OVERALL
Palmyra 10 1 17-1
Mechanicsburg 9 2 16-2
Red Land 8 3 14-4
Cedar Cliff 5 6 11-7
Lower Dauphin 4 7 9-8
Bishop McDevitt 4 7 6-11
Hershey 2 9 8-9
Susquehanna Twp. 2 9 3-14

Last week’s games
Lower Dauphin 33, Hershey 28

This week’s games
Friday, Jan. 30
Lower Dauphin at Red Land

Saturday, Jan. 31
Spring Grove at Lower Dauphin, 7:30 
p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 3
Palmyra at Lower Dauphin, 7:30 p.m.

DISTRICT 3 POWER RANKINGS
Class AAAA

(Top 20 teams qualify for playoffs)
As of Jan. 22

1. Palmyra 16-1
2. Central Dauphin East 15-0
3. Cumberland Valley 14-1
4. Cedar Crest  14-3
5. Mechanicsburg 15-2
6. New Oxford 13-2
7. Red Lion 11-4
8. Hempfield 13-5
9. Red Land 13-4
10. Central York 13-4
11. Governor Mifflin 11-5
12. Dallastown 11-5
13. Lebanon 13-5
14. Cedar Cliff 11-6
15. McCaskey 11-6
16. Harrisburg 9-5
17. Ephrata 12-6
18. Cocalico 14-5
19. Muhlenberg 9-7
20. Exeter Twp. 9-7

•••
21. Daniel Boone 9-8
22. Manheim Twp. 9-9
23. Lower Dauphin 8-8

WRESTLING
MID-PENN CONFERENCE

Capital Division
 W L OVERALL
Cedar Cliff 6 0 17-3
Mechanicsburg 4 1 12-7
Red Land 3 2 8-4
Lower Dauphin 3 3 11-6
Susquehanna Twp. 2 3 6-9
Hershey 1 5 8-10
Middletown 0 5 1-12

Last week’s matches
Big Spring 43, Middletown 14
Lower Dauphin 51, Hershey 15

Mechanicsburg 42, Lower Dauphin 28

This week’s matches
Thursday, Jan. 29
Middletown at Susquehanna Twp.,  
7 p.m.

BOYS’ SWIMMING
MID-PENN CONFERENCE

Keystone Division
 W L OVERALL
Lower Dauphin 6 0 9-2
Palmyra 5 0 5-4
Red Land 3 2 5-4
Mechanicsburg 3 2 4-6
Bishop McDevitt 2 3 2-4
Milton Hershey 2 5 2-6
Susquehanna Twp. 1 5 2-6
Cedar Cliff 0 5 0-7

Last week’s meets
Lower Dauphin 121, Milton Hershey 63
Lower Dauphin 117, Elizabethtown 53
Lower Dauphin 112, Red Land 58

This week’s meets
Thursday, Jan. 29
Lower Dauphin at Central Dauphin,  
7 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 3
Milton Hershey at Lower Dauphin,  
4 p.m.

GIRLS’ SWIMMING
MID-PENN CONFERENCE

Keystone Division
 W L OVERALL
Lower Dauphin 6 0 9-2
Palmyra 5 0 8-1
Bishop McDevitt 3 2 3-3
Cedar Cliff 3 2 3-4
Red Land 2 3 3-6
Mechanicsburg 2 3 3-7
Susquehanna Twp. 1 5 1-7
Milton Hershey 0 7 0-8

Last week’s meets
Lower Dauphin 129, Milton Hershey 47
Lower Dauphin 105, Elizabethtown 65
Lower Dauphin 113, Red Land 57

This week’s meets
Thursday, Jan. 29
Lower Dauphin at Central Dauphin,  
7 p.m.

Tuesday, Feb. 3
Milton Hershey at Lower Dauphin,  
4 p.m.

COLLEGE BASKETBALL
CAPITAL ATHLETIC CONFERENCE

MEN
 W L OVERALL
Marymount 8 2 14-3
Christopher Newport 8 2 13-4
St. Mary’s 8 2 11-4
Salisbury 7 3 11-6
Wesley 6 4 8-9
Frostburg St. 4 6 8-9
Mary Washington 4 6 4-13
York 3 7 4-13
Penn State Harrisburg 2 8 
2-15
Southern Virginia 0 10 2-14

Last week’s games
Salisbury 69, Penn State Harrisburg 43
Marymount 82, Penn State Harrisburg 
63

This week’s games
Wednesday, Jan. 28
Penn State Harrisburg at York, 8 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 31
St. Mary’s at Penn State Harrisburg, 3 
p.m.

WOMEN
 W L OVERALL
Salisbury 10 0 16-1
Mary Washington 9 1 13-4
Marymount 8 2 12-5
Christopher Newport 7 3 11-6
Wesley 4 6 8-8
St. Mary’s 4 6 4-11
York 3 7 7-10
Penn State Hbg. 3 7 4-13
Southern Virginia 2 8 4-12
Frostburg St. 0 10 1-14

Last week’s games
Salisbury 78, Penn State Harrisburg 55
Marymount 53, Penn State Harrisburg 
38

This week’s games
Wednesday, Jan. 28
Penn State Harrisburg at York, 6 p.m.
 
Saturday, Jan. 31
St. Mary’s at Penn State Harrisburg,  
1 p.m.

Standings for 1-28-15
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Five years 
after the Su-
preme Court 

handed down its 
decision in Citizens 
United v. FEC, the 
U.S. is still feeling 

its ill effects.
The 2012 election cycle proved to be 

the most expensive cycle in history, with 
an estimated $6 billion in spending on 
federal races; 2014, meanwhile, was the 
most expensive midterm election cycle in 
history. In all likelihood, future election 
cycles will eclipse those marks.
This isn’t just a problem for good 

government advocates. It’s a problem for 
businesses, too.
All economic activity exists within 

a marketplace that is defined by laws 
enacted through the democratic process. 
If our democratic institutions are not 
healthy, the structures of our markets 
cannot be healthy – and our economy 
will suffer.
We see this in other nations where 

concentration of power leads to pervasive 
corruption and self-dealing across the 
economy. This stifles innovation, inhibits 
entrepreneurship and causes extremes 
of wealth and poverty that destabilize 
society.
The greatest menace to election integrity 

in America today is how easily unlimited 
money, cloaked in secrecy, is brought 
into the system. That money buys votes 
in elections, influences elected officials 
and disables the regulatory process 
by dangling irresistible job offers and 
consulting contracts in front of officials 
charged with regulating vital economic 
activity.
Our democratic system of government 

–  and our world-leading business in-
novation and entrepreneurship – thrive 
when elections are open and fair, when 
all citizens can fully participate and when 
special interests are not allowed to cor-
rupt the system or exert undue influence.
According to polling commissioned 

by the American Sustainable Business 
Council 
(ASBC), 
two-thirds of 
small busi-
ness owners 
view the Citi-
zens United 
decision as 
bad for busi-
ness, com-
pared to only 
9 percent 
who view it 
favorably. 
Nearly 90 
percent have 
a negative view of the role money plays 
in politics overall. And remarkably, half 
of the respondents were self-identified 
Republicans.
 The reason is simple: Most businesses 

prefer to invest money in their companies 
rather than trying to buy elections. These 
are funds they believe are better spent on 
upgrading their technology or hiring the 
best talent, business decisions that are 
good for their bottom line and the com-
munities they serve.
Instead, the Citizens United decision has 

enabled a minority of large corporations 
to spend unlimited amounts of money on 
elections in complete secrecy.
If corporations with the deepest pockets 

can have this undue influence on our 
elections, then the priorities of the small 
and medium businesses that make our 
economy grow will be pushed aside. 
Most business owners believe that this is 
bad distortion of a free market.
There’s certainly a role for businesses 

to play in the policy process. It’s impor-
tant for policymakers to understand the 
concerns of businesses.
At the same time, there is a growing re-

sponse to Citizens United. Shareholders 
have called for full disclosure of corpo-
rate contributions. More than a third of 
U.S. senators and representatives – and 
more than a third of the states – have 
called for a constitutional amendment 
overturning Citizens United. A half dozen 
proposed amendments were introduced 
in the last Congress –  and one of them 
got the support of 54 senators.
We need to return to a focus on rebuild-

ing our infrastructure, investing in new 
technologies and other initiatives to build 
a strong U.S. economy. That is why busi-
ness leaders are speaking out in favor of 
overturning the Citizens United decision. 
It’s important that members of Congress 
realize that their constituents – includ-
ing small businesses – want them to get 
hidden and unrestricted money out of 
politics.

David Levine is CEO of the American 
Sustainable Business Council, a Wash-
ington, D.C., organization that represents 
more than 200,000 U.S. businesses.
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PUBLISHER'SVOICE

This is not a partisan commentary intended to attack 
those who hold different views than me. 
I was a witness to the events at Middletown Borough 

Council’s meeting on Tuesday, Jan. 20, and I was proud of 
Middletown. People showed up, stood up and spoke up – a 
necessary part of American democracy – during a rally outside 
borough hall before the meeting and in council chambers once 
the meeting began.  
Middletown residents justifiably feel excluded from consider-

ation when decisions that affect their lives are made. Protests 
are a legitimate response by people who aren’t being heard 
– they are often a last resort that can sometimes be disruptive 
and uncomfortable, but also can be direct and effective.
The overwhelming vocal opposition to the appointment of 

Mike Bowman to a vacant First Ward seat on council didn’t 
change the outcome of council’s vote. We can endlessly debate 
the merits and process of that appointment, but I think the 
dissatisfaction expressed by those who attended was a sign of 
something bigger – it was a sign of the public’s outrage with 
the way they see borough government operating.
What do citizens do if their positions are ignored? Well, 

nothing most of the time. Most people cast their votes and 
then sit back and let government do whatever it will. Yet every 
citizen has the ability to change that – to participate in our 
democracy at a level that can make a difference.
Sure, Middletown’s council too often has operated in a way 

that has left residents in the dark. Borough hall often has 
been unresponsive and contemptuous. The public should 
never give up, though. Warts and all, our government exists 
to serve us, its citizens.
No matter how far off the tracks council’s mission has driven, 

we have the power to influence borough government through 
our voice and our votes.

READERS'VIEWS

Middletown Borough Council appointed Mike Bowman to a First Ward vacancy on council 
on Tuesday, Jan. 20 – and some councilors cited a letter of support penned by state Rep. 
John D. Payne and sent to council as a factor in their decision. The Press And Journal 
asked Payne for comment afterward. This is the Jan. 22 letter he sent to the newspaper:

I am writing this letter in regards to the Jan. 20 Middletown Borough Council meeting. 
When I spoke to Mike Bowman, roughly between Christmas and New Year’s, he indi-
cated there were only two candidates running for the First Ward position and one of the 
candidates did not live in the ward. Mike Bowman incidated to me he was going to get 
the appointment.
Therefore at his request, on Jan. 6 I wrote a letter on behalf of Mike Bowman for the 

vacant seat in the First Ward of Middletown Borough. I have enclosed a copy for your 
review. As you can see, nowhere in the letter did I use the words “highly recommend’’ 
or “recommend for the appointment to Middletown Borough Council.’’ I only suggested 
that Mike Bowman’s credentials be reviewed.
I am disappointed that, according to a recent news article, Chris McNamara took the op-

portunity to make this an issue and implied the reason why Middletown Borough Council 
appointed Mike Bowman was because I have secured in excess of $3 million in state funds 
for Middletown Borough. The inference is that I acquired the money in return for Mike 
Bowman’s appointment. I resent Chris McNamra insinuating a pay-for-play occurred.
Nothing could be further from the truth. In fact, some of the funding I secured for 

Middletown Borough was before Chris McNamara was elected. The appointment should 
have been made on the merits of the candidates and not how much funding I was able to 
secure for Middletown Borough.
Regardless of who is on council, the board of supervisors or commissioners in any of 

the seven municipalities which I represent, I will continue to work to bring as many tax 
dollars as possible back to our district.
I have worked hard the past 12 years as your state representative to bring integrity and 

openness to my job. I have never missed a day of work or a vote on the House floor dur-
ing these 12 years. For it to appear that I support one person’s views on the council over 
another’s is not true.
I don’t normally become involved in local issues or write letters to the media; however, 

I felt that due to Chris McNamara’s actions it was necessary to write this letter and set 
the record straight.

                                                                                                        Rep. John D. Payne
                                                                                                                  106th District

The Press And Journal asked Councilor Mike Bowman, Council President Chris McNa-
mara and Chris Courogen, the borough's director of communications, if they wanted to 
respond to Payne’s letter. McNamara and Courogen did not respond.
This is Bowman’s response:
 Bowman said he spoke to an assistant in Payne's Hershey office, but didn't speak person-

ally to Payne until Jan. 7, a day after the date on the letter to council. Bowman said he 
told Payne's assistant that three people were in the running for the seat, not two.
 "I deny making those statements to John Payne, absolutely deny it. I didn't speak to him 

between Christmas and New Year's," Bowman said.
"I didn't need John's letter" to win the appointment, Bowman said. He said that his expe-

rience and background secured his appointment. "As far as my having the pull with John 
Payne to bring millions of dollars into Middletown, that is absurd," he said.
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Gov. Tom 
Wolf has 
come out 

of the gate leading 
a charge for ethics 
reform in govern-
ment, but his own 

glaring conflict of interest leaves a cloud 
over his high-minded efforts.
Wolf has asked his transition team to 

sign an ethics pledge in an attempt to 
prevent conflicts of interest within his 
administration. He’s also publicly ex-
pressed his support for a comprehensive 
gift ban, indicating he would prohibit 
executive branch officials from accepting 
gifts from lobbyists– even something as 
small as a cup of coffee.
But if accepting a small gift creates a 

conflict of interest, the governor will 
soon be facing an enormous ethical 
dilemma: negotiating new state con-
tracts with government unions who were 
among his largest campaign donors this 
past election.
Pennsylvania government unions con-

tributed more than 
$3.4 million directly 
to Wolf’s campaign 
in 2014. That’s a lot 
of cups of coffee.
Government unions 

spent millions more 
to support Wolf 
via “Super PACs,” 
which are partially 
funded by union 
dues. It’s not unrea-
sonable to think that 
union leaders will 
expect a return on their large investment.
Worse, Wolf will be negotiating whether 

the state will continue to collect govern-
ment unions’ political money with those 
same union leaders. That’s right – Wolf 
can sign contracts permitting the state, at 
taxpayer expense, to collect union cam-
paign contributions sent directly to union 
leadership, who can then funnel those 
funds right back to the Wolf campaign.
That isn’t to say Wolf has to agree to 

such terms, or that there is necessarily 
any quid pro quo involved. But the situa-
tion certainly creates a conflict of interest 
for Wolf – the very type of conflict he is 
trying to avoid with his gift ban and eth-
ics pledge. There is the potential for, or 
at least the perception of, corruption.
If Wolf is serious about ending conflicts 

of interest in government, he can negoti-
ate the end of state collection of political 
money.
In a perfect world, the governor, or 

any public official, would not be faced 
with this type of decision. But because 
government unions are conferred this 
exclusive privilege, reform is neces-
sary to end conflicts of interest, promote 
good government and restore fairness in 
politics.

Public-sector unions’ access to public re-
sources for the purpose of advancing their 
political agenda is a perk no other private 
organizations enjoy – the antithesis of 
fairness. As a result, the rights of public 
employees and taxpayers are routinely 
violated.
But legislation is on the horizon that 

would correct this injustice.
“Mary’s Law,” more commonly known 

as paycheck protection, would prohibit 
the taxpayer-funded collection of political 
money. Mary’s Law is named after an ed-
ucator and Pennsylvania State Education 
Association member from Williamsport 
who saw her union use not only her dues, 
but her own name to endorse a candidate 
– Tom Wolf – she didn’t support.
Dozens of other teachers, like Mike 

Edwards of the Ephrata School District in 
Lancaster County, have spoken up about 
this abuse of political power.
Edwards says, “Unions have too much 

power and control of the individual be-
cause they take money against an individ-
ual teacher’s will and use the money how 
they wish, without their knowledge. With 

paycheck protec-
tion, unions will 
collect dues on their 
own, and individu-
als won’t be forced 
to support union 
politics they don’t 
agree with or have a 
voice in.”
Public employ-

ees aren’t the only 
group wronged by 
the present system. 

Thanks to this exclusive government-
granted privilege, taxpayers are forced to 
subsidize the political speech of gov-
ernment unions, violating their right to 
freedom of association.
Why should taxpayers be required to 

subsidize political candidates and causes 
at odds with their personal beliefs? They 
shouldn’t. No one should be force to sub-
sidize politicians or political causes they 
disagree with.
The vast majority of voters support end-

ing the taxpayer collection of union politi-
cal money, including a majority of union 
members. Mary’s Law is not ideological.
Allowing public officials to bargain with 

their political contributors over the collec-
tion of campaign contributions is a recipe 
for disaster.
As a self-avowed champion of worth-

while ethics reform measures, Wolf must 
be consistent. He has the opportunity to 
lead by example and end conflicts of inter-
est in government by making Mary’s Law 
a top priority.

Nathan A. Benefield is vice president of 
policy analysis for the Commonwealth 
Foundation, a Harrisburg think tank.

Pennsylvania government 
unions contributed more than 

$3.4 million directly to
 Gov. Tom Wolf's campaign in 

2014. That's a lot of cups of 
coffee.  

 The greatest
menace to
election integrity 
in America today 
is how easily 
unlimited money, 
cloaked in
secrecy, is 
brought into the 
system.
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Sound Off is published as a venue for our readers to express their personal 
opinions and does not express the opinions of the Press And Journal. 
Sound Off is published in the Viewpoints sections but is not intended to be 
read as news reports. Sound Offs are published at the discretion of the Press 
And Journal.

SOUNDOFF You may e-mail your Sound Off 
any time day or night, at our Web site: 

www.pressandjournal.com. 

GARYSMITH

Dear Editor ...

Residents are invited to attend my 10th annual 
Health Expo, which will take place from 
9 a.m. to noon on Friday, April 24 at the 

Hummelstown Chemical Fire Company No. 1, 249 E. 
Main St., Hummelstown.
Interested residents will have access to free 

information about health care, state government 
programs and home-based services available locally. 
Representatives from state and local agencies and the 
health care industry will be on hand to speak with 
attendees about available options as well as answer any 
questions or concerns. 
For additional information about the Health Expo, 

contact my Hershey office at 717-534-1323,or visit my 
Web site, RepPayne.com.

 My virtual district office
If you want to catch up on the latest Pennsylvania 

government news, find information about 
Commonwealth services, community news or 
even download a state form, you can visit my Web 
site, RepPayne.com any hour of the day to receive 

assistance.
What is available on RepPayne.com?
• State forms and information about an array of state 

programs and services
• Video and audio updates on important state and 

community topics
• Links to all of my weekly e-mail updates
• Photos from events and road and bridge projects in 

the 106th District
• Information about local elected officials and 

government offices
• A form you can use to submit your questions and 

concerns to me
• Information about programs for veterans and senior 

citizens
• Regularly updated community news and event 

information

John D. Payne is a Republican member of the 
Pennsylvania House of Representatives. He represents 
the 106th District, which includes Middletown, 
Royalton, Lower Swatara Twp., Hummelstown, Derry 
Twp., Conewago Twp. and part of Swatara Twp.

Submissions to Sound Off appear 
as written. The Press And Journal 
edits only for clarity and punctua-
tion. Additional comments of some 
Sound Off comments are available 
at www.pressandjournal.com.

• “Correct me if I am wrong, but 
didn’t Mike Bowman recently tell 
the Press And Journal that he is 
done with this council and town 
because he didn’t get his own way 
with the codes department? And 
two of our worthless councilors are 
recommending him to fill a vacant 
seat? Are you kidding me? You 
people are out of control!”

• “I find it hilarious that Mike 
Bowman in his recent interview for 
council said, and I quote: ‘Council 
must finish the downtown improve-
ment project to make Middletown 
more attractive to students, and 
housing in the town must be made 
safer for students.’ Does he realize 
that him and Humpty are part of the 
reason the town looks like it does?” 

• “Every time the gas prices went 
up so did everything in the grocery 
store. They always said it cost(s) 
more to ship it. Now with the gas 
prices way down the food keeps go-
ing way up – well, they can’t blame 
the gas prices now. It’s always 
greed.”

• “The following is an actual quote, 
as published in the local newspaper: 
‘I’m going to continue with what 
I’m doing, and if the people don’t 
like it, then they can take issue with 
that at the ballot box.’ Whoever 
runs in the election against McNa-
mara, make sure you use this in 
your campaign against him.”

• “All I have to say is McNamara 
needs to go! He is ruining this 
town. You, Mr. McNamara, are 
voted in to do the people’s business, 
not run your own agenda. This is 
what is wrong with politics in this 
country. It’s all about agendas and 
not doing the people’s business.”

• “Here again I read about residents 
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sounding off about “slum” land-
lords in Middletown. If you have 
a problem with the condition of a 
property please, please, come to the 
code enforcement office and file a 
complaint. This way those urban 
blight and code violations can be 
properly addressed by the borough. 
Too many residents tend to sit back 
and complain and point fingers 
at council without going through 
the proper channels to correct the 
problem.”

• “The mayor does not sound off 
on Facebook and pit the residents 
of the borough against anyone. I’m 
an intelligent adult, and I can think 
for myself. I just so happen to agree 
with the mayor, as do most of the 
other residents and members of the 
Facebook page. Tell me this: If the 
borough council has so many sup-
porters, then why don’t they start 
their own Facebook page and let 
their supporters tell us about all of 
the wonderful stuff they’re doing 
and show their support? We know 
why. By the way, if something is 
truly wonderful, people flock to it 
– they don’t have to be bullied into 
submission.”

• “I am subscribing only because 
this seems to be the only organiza-
tion watching what the Middletown 
council does and calls stupidity 
when it sees it. They are so unpro-
fessional. Hah. Must take lessons 
from their Harrisburg counterparts. 
Morons.”

• “Once again Middletown Bor-
ough Council proved they do not 
represent the people of Middletown 
by voting in a two-time loser at the 
polls, Mike Bowman, who managed 
just a few votes from voters. The 
borough council is now stacked and 
a certain few council people can do 
what they want – and the borough 
people can do nothing about it. The 
people of Middletown lost twice. 
We all need to go to the polls and 
vote the council people out. The 
Middletown council was voted in 
by the people of Middletown to 
enforce the will of the people, but 
they are not doing that. Whether the 
people are right or wrong, council 
should do what the people want, 
not what they want as individuals. 
Middletown is probably the only 
city council that needs a police 
presence at the council meetings.”

Health Expo set for Hummelstown

524 Holly Street • Elizabethtown
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just off Route 283 and Route 230
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R eligious 
deception 
and 

hucksterism is 
certainly not a new 
phenomenon. From 
Sinclair Lewis’ 

Elmer Gantry to televangelist Jim 
Bakker to some proponents of the 
Prosperity Gospel, fictional and real 
life examples abound.
So the charge that Kevin Malarkey 

may have fabricated his 6-year old 
son’s account of his near-death 
experience in “The Boy Who 
Came Back from Heaven” is not 
shocking. In response to a letter 
by the now 16-year-old Alex, its 
publisher, Tyndale House, has 
announced it will no longer market 
the book, which has reportedly sold 
more than 1 million copies.
Claims have long circulated 

that Malarkey embellished, 
exaggerated, or even invented 
the experiences and visions he 
attributes to Alex. For several 
years, Beth Malarkey, Kevin’s ex-
wife, has questioned the account. 
“Buyer beware,” she wrote. “There 
is only one absolutely infallible and 
true book: God’s word. It does not 
need fancied up or packaged for 
sale.”
Alex also previously denounced 

the story online as “1 of the most 
deceptive books ever.” However, 
Tyndale only decided to pull 
the book from the shelves after 
Alex recently sent an open letter 
to Christian bookstores posted 
on the Pulpit and Pen Web site, 
directly stating, “I did not die. I did 
not go to Heaven.”
John MacArthur, the pastor of 

Grace Community Church in Sun 
Valley, Calif., and the president 
of The Master’s College and 
Seminary, has led the attack on 
“The Boy Who Came Back from 
Heaven.” In his 2013 book “The 
Glory of Heaven,” MacArthur 
questions Malarkey’s account of 
his son’s experiences and claims 
that much of the book is unbiblical 
and “as a whole is dangerously 
misleading.”
He denounces “The Boy Who 

Came Back from Heaven” as 
a “dangerous blend of fantasy, 
superstition, aberrant doctrines 
and Bible references, composed 
with lots of evangelical-sounding 
language and peppered with 
patently false ideas about 
heaven, angels and the afterlife.” 
MacArthur includes a statement 
from Beth that “Alex never 
concluded he was in heaven. He 
was a small boy who experienced 
something extraordinary. The adults 
made it into what would sell to the 
masses.”
Clearly, Kevin Malarkey wrote 

the book to capitalize on the 
phenomenal public interest in 
near-death accounts. Since Native 
American Betty J. Eadie’s 1992 
“Embraced by the Light,” books 
describing journeys to heaven and 
back have sold millions. Especially 
popular has been Todd Burpo’s 
“Heaven is for Real,’’ the story of 

his 4-year old son’s trip to the other 
side, which was made into a movie 
last year.
Meanwhile, two books published 

in 2012 – Mary Neal’s “To Heaven 
and Back: A Doctor’s Extraordinary 
Account of Her Death, Heaven, 
Angels, and Life Again” and Eben 
Alexander’s “Proof of Heaven: A 
Neurosurgeon’s Journey into the 
Afterlife” – have given near-death 
accounts more credibility.
Christians have long debated the 

value of near-death testimonies, 
which Malarkey’s canard is likely 
to intensify. Defenders stress their 
positive impact, arguing that those 
who experience them often become 
more loving, forgiving, spiritually-
minded and responsible.
Moreover, investigator Molly 

Cox-Chapman contends, they have 
helped millions believe in heaven 
despite the doubt “politics, science, 
psychology and our personal 
histories” produce. Although the 
testimony of 8 million Americans 
that they have journeyed “to the 
edge of the afterlife” does not 
prove that “God’s dwelling place” 
exists, she concludes, their “richly 
compelling” stories provides 
persuasive evidence for heaven.
Other Christians protest that many 

near-death experiences, especially 
ones that depict a “magnanimous, 
understanding, [and] all-loving” 
God who finds fault with no one, 
contradict scriptural teachings about 
God’s nature and life in heaven.
Tim LaHaye, co-author of the “Left 

Behind” series, acknowledges that 
biblical teaching about the afterlife 
and the reports of near-death 
experiences have some similarities, 
including that individuals maintain 

their personal identity, recognize 
loved ones and friends, and 
communicate with other people. 
However, near-death experiences 
often present four unbiblical ideas: 
God accepts everyone regardless 
of their belief or character into His 
Kingdom, Jesus is not God’s unique 
son, sin appears not to be judged, 
and celestial travelers are “granted a 
second chance after death.”
Philosophers Gary Habermas and 

J.P. Moreland point out that people’s 
interpretation of their near-death 
experiences depend substantially 
on conceptions of the afterlife 
that are popular when they live. 
This, coupled with physiological 
explanations of these experiences, 
lead them to argue that near-
death experiences do not provide 
conclusive evidence for life after 
death or convincing descriptions of 
heaven.
The colossal sales of books about 

near-death experiences attest that 
many people desire to go to heaven 
and are curious about what the 
afterlife will entail. Despite the 
charge that Malarkey invented 
his son’s story, millions will 
undoubtedly continue to find near-
death accounts to be captivating, 
inspiring and reassuring.
Nevertheless, for Christians, the 

teachings of Scripture and the 
resurrection of Jesus should provide 
the principal basis for belief in 
heaven.

 Dr. Gary Scott Smith is chair of 
the history department at Grove 
City College, Mercer County, and 
is a fellow for faith and politics at 
the college’s Center for Vision & 
Values.

A visit to heaven, or 
religious hucksterism?
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Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   

Parish Office 944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor

Deacon Thomas A. Lang
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm

Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown

944-6426
PASTOR DON WALTERS

Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street • 944-5835

Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

New Beginnings Church
at the Riverside Chapel

630 South Union St., Middletown • 388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am

Pastor BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"

890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of 441 & Ebenezer Road)

Phone 939-0766 
Sunday Worship:

Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am

Christian Child Care - 985-1650
SUANNE WHORL, Pastor

www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown

REV. ROBERT GRAYBILL, Pastor
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 

Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

First Church of God
235 W. High St., Middletown
REV. KIMBERLY SHIFLER, Pastor

944-9608
Sunday School - 9:15 am • Worship Services - 8 & 10:30 am

Classes for Special Education
(Sunday Morning & Thursday Evening)

Open Door Bible Church
200 Nissley Drive, Middletown, PA

(Located In Lower Swatara Township)
Pastor JONATHAN E. TILLMAN

Phone 939-5180
Sunday School - 9:30 am • Morning Worship - 10:40 am

Evening Worship - 6:30 pm
Wednesday Prayer Service - 7 pm

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 944-4322

Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown

REV. JIM DAWES, Pastor
Phone 944-6242

Sunday Worship - 8:30 &10:30 am • Come as you are!
Follow Jesus, Change the World.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
Spring & Union Sts., Middletown

Church Office 944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor

Saturday Worship With Spoken Liturgy - 5 pm
Sunday Worship - 8:15 am & 11 am
Sunday Church School  - 9:45 am

Worship Broadcast on 91.1 fm - 11 am

Are you perplexed or perhaps dis-
tressed by the rapid change in moral 
standards of the present day? We at 
Calvary Church are committed to 
upholding the unchanging standards 
of the Word of God, which is revealed 
in the Bible. We are also committed to 
proclaiming the hope of salvation from 
the sin that results from the world’s 
changing moral standards, the hope 
found in faith in Jesus Christ alone. 
We invite you to join us each Sunday 
to hear more about this message of 

free grace. Our services are at 10:15 
a.m. and 6 p.m. We are located at the 
corner of Spruce and Emaus streets 
here in Middletown.
 We have a fellowship meal following 

the 10:15 a.m. morning service on the 
first Sunday of every month, free to 
all who come. We also have Sunday 
school classes for all ages at 9 a.m., 
and a Bible Study each Wednesday at 7 
p.m. We are now studying the Gospel 
of Luke. Feel free to contact us with 
questions at 944-5835.

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Middletown

Ebenezer United Methodist Church, 
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown, in-
vites everyone to join us for worship 
on Sunday mornings lead by Pastor 
Suanne Whorl. Our services are re-
laxed and casual. Pastor Su teaches and 
inspires us through her message and 
children’s time. She brings a modern 
touch to the contemporary service 
by using video, pictures and props. 
In January we will visit some of the 
greats in scripture with The “Great” 
Sermon Series. We offer a traditional 
service at 8:45 a.m. and a contem-
porary service with a band (electric 
guitars) at 10:45 a.m. At 10 a.m., 
between services, there are a variety 
of Christian education classes for all 
ages. Nursery is available throughout 
the morning.  
 We have several things happening 

at Ebenezer and all are welcome. Our 
youth group (kids in grades 6-12) 
meets Sundays at 6 p.m. A young adult 
group meets twice monthly, the 2nd 
and 4th Mondays at 7 p.m. in the church 
office. We also offer a variety of adult 

groups. Please call for details. We are 
always open to new group ideas. There 
is a prayer time, “Partners in Prayer,” 
that meets the first Monday of each 
month at 7 p.m. We gather together 
to pray for each other and the world 
around us. Through scripture, song, 
and meditation we experience the joy 
of God’s presence. Have a favorite 
board game?  “Game Night” is every 
third Monday at 6:30 p.m. Want to 
learn about budgeting your money, 
debt reduction, retirement savings and 
more come to our 9-week DVD class, 
Financial Peace University taught by 
trusted financial guru Dave Ramsey. 
FPU has helped 2.5 million families 
change their lives. There is a cost. 
Anyone interested please contact Mel 
Bollinger at 583-0502.  
 Our homemade chocolate Easter egg 

making has started. Local businesses 
interested in selling and anyone want-
ing to place orders please call Mel at 
583-0502 or Bill at 944-6080. 
 Any other questions please call us 

at 939-0766.

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Middletown

Visitors to our worship service are 
always welcome. May this time of 
praising God and learning of his plan 
for our lives be helpful to one and all.
 Evangelical Church meets on the 

corner of Spruce and Water streets at 
157 E. Water St., Middletown, south 
of Main St., behind the Turkey Hill 
convenience store.
 The ministries scheduled at Evan-

gelical United Methodist Church from 
January 28-February 3 are always open 
to everyone.
 Wed., Jan. 28: 6 p.m., Alcoholics 

Anonymous Book Study; 6:30 p.m., 
Senior Choir rehearsal.

 Thurs., Jan. 29: 6 p.m., Girl Scout 
Troop #10067.
 Sun., Feb. 1: 9 a.m., Sunday Church 

school, with classes for all ages. Adult 
Sunday school devotional leader for 
February: June Martin; 10:15 a.m., 
Worship service. The worship center 
is handicap and wheelchair acces-
sible. Nursery helpers: Gloria Clouser, 
Vickie Hubbard. The altar flowers are 
given in memory of husband Dennis 
presented by Charlene Walters; 4 p.m., 
Junior Youth Fellowship; 6 p.m., Super 
Bowl Party in Fellowship Hall.
 Tues., Feb. 3: 2 p.m., Prayer Shawl 

Ministry; 7 p.m., Board of Trustees 
meeting.

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Middletown

First Church of God, 245 W. High 
Street, Middletown, invites you to 
join us for worship at either 8 a.m. or 
10:30 a.m. this Sunday. Childcare is 
provided.
 Sunday mornings at 9:15 a.m. classes 

are available for Youth (grades 6-12), 
FROG Pond (1st through 5th grade), 
Kindergarten (4-5 year olds), Nursery 
(infants through age 3), and Adult 
classes that offer a variety of Bible 
studies and electives. Classes for 
special education are also available. 
 Wednesday Night Live: 5:30 p.m. 

supper, 6:30 p.m. classes. Four new 
classes and some old favorites con-
tinue. Men’s Book Study “The Way 
of the Wild Heart”; Women’s group 
“He Loves Me!”; Yoga - you bring 
your mat and together we stretch; 
Cooking Together - Busy lives and 
working families struggle with food: 
How to eat healthy, on a budget, in a 
timely manner, etc. Come prep meals 
together, so minimal work is required 
throughout the week. Shopping lists 
and menus will be provided at the first 

class. Bring the groceries, and we will 
prep four meals together. Then you will 
take them home, freeze or refrigerate 
them, and just throw the meal in the 
oven or crock-pot on the day you 
wish to eat it. This class is perfect for 
busy, working families, who are still 
striving for home cooked meals; Craft 
Class - projects include decorating 
tote bags and wood trays and bring 
ideas for crafts you would like to 
make; Discipleship Class is designed 
to help you become a believer that 
bears much fruit; Ladies Bible Study 
led by Paulette Fusselman. “Women 
of the Old Testament.”
 Thursdays: 6 p.m., Pasta and Prayer 

Young Adult Bible Study.
 Latino Congregation: Betesda 

Casa de Misericordia, CGGC, 245 
W. High St., Middletown. Estudios 
Biblicos Domingos, noon; Servicio 
Evangelistico: Domingos 1:30 p.m.; 
Contactos: Ricardo and Jeanette Perez 
(717) 333-2184.
 For additional information call the 

church office at 944-9608 or e-mail 
us at mdtcog@comcast.net.

First Church of God
Middletown

We are an independent body of believ-
ers offering God’s invitation for a new 
beginning to all who seek it. We exist 
to meet the spiritual, emotional and 
physical needs of all people through 
faith in Jesus Christ.
 New Beginnings Church invites 

you to worship with us each Sunday 
at 10:30 a.m. Nursery and children’s 
church is provided. Our congregation 
meets at the Riverside Chapel, 630 
S. Union St., next to the Rescue Fire 
Company. Sunday School for all ages 
is at 9 a.m. We are handicap accessible 
via ramp at back door. Youth Fellow-
ship is from 5 to 7 p.m. For additional 
church information call 944-9595.   
 Wednesdays: Craft Group, 6 p.m.; 

Choir rehearsals, 6:30 p.m.    
 Thursdays: Intercessory Prayer 

Group at 6:15 p.m., followed by Pastor 
Britt’s Bible study at 7 p.m. Everyone 
is welcome to participate in these im-
portant areas of our church life.   
 Sociable Seniors group meets the 1st 

and 3rd Monday of every month from 
1 to  3 p.m. Blanket making is the 2nd 
Thursday of every month at 9 a.m.
 A new fellowship group for working 

persons is being formed. Everyone is 
welcome and you don’t need to attend 
New Beginnings Church to be part of 
the group. Call Pastor Britt at 982-5067 
for additional information.
 Children’s Church leaders for Feb-

ruary are Michelle, Katie & Jenny 
Strohecker.    

 Tues., Feb. 3: 6:30 p.m., Commit-
tee meetings; 7 p.m., Administrative 
Council.
 Fri., Jan. 30: Youth Fellowship will 

be attending the Harrisburg Heat 
Soccer game. It is “Faith Night” at 
the game with a program after the 
game including music, speakers 
from the Heat team members and a 
representative from the Philadelphia 
Phillies. Pastor Britt is the chaplain 
of the team.                   
 Undies Sundays are February 8, 

15 and 22. We will be collecting un-
derwear for the elementary schools 
in town.     
 Youth Fellowship will be offering 

free babysitting on Sat., Feb. 14 from 
5 to 9 p.m. for parents to enjoy Val-
entine’s Day. Contact Dana Rhine at 
717-215-4246 if you would like to take 
advantage of this opportunity to enjoy 
Valentine’s Day. The community is 
welcome.
 Our Sunday worship service is 

broadcast on the MAHS radio sta-
tion, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. every 
Sunday afternoon. Listen on the radio 
or the Internet at www.pennlive.com/
wmss/audio. Check us out on our 
Website at www.newbeginningsch-
urchmiddletown.weebly.com.
 Pastor Britt’s parting words each 

Sunday: “Nothing in this world is 
more important than the love of Jesus 
Christ!” We invite you to come and 
experience this love.

New Beginnings Church
Middletown

“Anyone who does not love does 
not know God, because God is love.” 
1 John 4:8
 Open Door Bible Church, located 

at 200 Nissley Drive, Middletown, 
invites you to worship Jesus Christ 
with us this week.
 Our February 1 Sunday worship 

service commences at 10:40 a.m. with 
a 9:30 a.m. Sunday school hour with 
classes for all ages. Children from 
ages 4 to second grade are welcome 
to participate in Junior Church during 

the morning worship service. We also 
welcome you to join us at our 6:30 
p.m. service. Childcare is provided 
for children under age 4 during all 
services and classes. 
 Wed., Jan. 28: 7 p.m., Bible Study, 

Prayer Meeting, and Bible Clubs (ages 
5 and up).
 Come and hear the Word, the truth 

that will set you free.
 For more information call the church 

office at 939-5180 or visit us online 
at www.odbcpa.org. Better yet, come 
worship with us in person.

Open Door Bible Church
Middletown

The Presbyterian Congregation is lo-
cated at the corner of Union and Water 
streets in downtown Middletown. We 
are a body of Christian people who 
reach out to others by sharing God’s 
Word, love, and fellowship. Warm 
greetings to one and all as we seek to 
grow closer to our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 Please plan to join us for worship – 

visitors are especially welcome. On 
February 1, Church school begins at 
9:15 a.m. with classes for all ages.  
Children meet in the Morrow Room; 
Teens meet in the Teen Room; Adult 
Forum meets in Fellowship Hall. 
Adult Forum will be learning about 
forgiveness and finding peace through 
letting go. Join us at 10:30 a.m. for 
Worship as we continue seeking God’s 
guidance in Jesus Christ. Nursery 
is available during this service, and 
there are hearing devices for anyone 
wanting to use one, as well as Bible 
Listening bags for children to utilize 
during the service. February 1 is Super 
Bowl Sunday. In the church we will 
also observe Souper Bowl Sunday. 
Members of PYC will have soup pots 
in the entryways for you to make your 
generous donation that will go to the 

Middletown Food Bank.
 Grace Triumphant is a Bible Study 

that meets each Sunday from 5:30 to 
7:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Those 
who attend bring food to share from 
5:30 to 6 p.m. The study follows at 
6 p.m. Please direct your questions 
to Paula and Larry at 717-944-3131.
 Our next community dinner is Mon., 

Feb. 2 from 4:30 to 6:30pm. The menu 
includes ham loaf, scalloped potatoes, 
peas, applesauce, roll, dessert and 
beverage. There is a cost.
 Annual reports for 2014 are due in 

the church office by Feb. 8.
 The church directory is being updated 

for the new year. Any changes in ad-
dress, phone numbers )landlines and/
or cell phones), and e-mail addresses 
are requested by the church office 
ASAP for the 2015 directory. Call the 
church office or e-mail office@pcmdt.
org with your changes.
 The Parish Nurse is available by 

calling the church office at 717-944-
4322. For further information, see 
our Website www.pcmdt.org, visit 
our Facebook page www.facebook.
com/Presbyterian Congregation, or 
call the office.

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Middletown

Epiphany moments are special times 
during which we see God at work. 
Where did you see God today? Come, 
join us at Wesley where we are taking 
time to look and listen for that Divine 
Presence in our lives.
 We worship on Sunday morning at 

8:30 and 10:30 a.m. Our early ser-
vice is informal and features a Praise 
Band. Our later service follows a 
traditional pattern and includes all 
types of music. We encourage people 
to “come as you are.”
 We share Holy Communion this 

Sunday. All who love Jesus and desire 
to follow in his way are welcome at 
the table.
 Pastor Dawes’ Sunday sermon is 

“Jesus as Celebrity” based on Mark 

Wesley United Methodist Church
Middletown

IF YOU'VE 
SAID IT ONCE, 

YOU'VE SAID IT A 
THOUSAND TIMES.

(ACTUALLY 10,000 TIMES)

You go 
everywhere 

we go!

Buy 1 ad in our Community Classified Network and it will 
appear 2 places: our print publication and on our website.
1 price for both: $15 (non-commercial) $25 (commercial) $10 (yard sales)

easy to do: online at pressandjournal.com

1:21-28.
 Our Threads of Hope Clothing Bank 

is open on the Fourth Friday of every 
month from 4 to 6 p.m. Free clothes 
in all sizes from infant to adult are 
available.  
 Youth 10x’s Better is sponsoring 

a benefit concert here on Sun., Feb. 
8 at 6 p.m.  Various musical groups, 
soloists, and praise dancers will be 
featured. Wesley provides space for 
the teen and youth center as well as 
other special classes and activities of 
Youth 10x’s Better Youth Ministry.  
 Wesley is located at the corner of Ann 

and Catherine streets in Middletown. 
Contact us by e-mail at wesleyumc@
comcast.net. Call us at 944-6242.  
 “Follow Jesus, Change the World. 

Seek. Serve. Send.”
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Join the Middletown Area High School Band for ...

Souper Saturday!
January 31 • 6-9 pm

COST $7 (pre-sale)
Purchase tickets from any band member or $10 at the door

SoupS provided by members of the Band Boosters
Salad & deSSert

Sponsored by the Middletown Area High School Band Boosters
Thank you to our generous donors

High School Cafeteria • Doors open 5:30

Silent auction

Warm-up before the "big game" with music by 
the Middletown High School Jazz Band and 

select performances from our many talented musicians.

Column No. 781/January 28, 2015
                                     

St. Luke’s Lutheran and Reformed Church Of Malta
Dalmatia, R.D.

 The earliest place of worship in what is now Lower Mahanoy Township was 
at (Steindahl) Stone Valley and dated back as early as 1750. The people who 
resided in the Malta (Vera Cruz) and Paxton area worshipped at The Stone Val-
ley Church. For almost 100 years these worshippers of the Malta-Paxton area 
traveled to Stone Valley either by foot, horseback or team on poorly kept roads.
 The records show as early as 1850 that these people clamored to have a place 

of worship more convenient to them and the earliest record of a start in this 
direction is found in the minutes of Vera Cruz Evangelical Lutheran Sunday 
school. This record shows that a Sunday school was held June 9, 1850, with 
13 teachers and 48 scholars present.
 The minutes appear for only the summer months in 1850 and 1851. There 

appears to be no record of any Sunday school during 1852, but two sessions 
were held during 1853. The attendance, (18 and 27), at these two sessions in 
1853, must have been discouraging, for the next record of the Sunday school 
appears in the summer of 1857 when the school was regular during the sum-
mer of 1857. Records show that Sunday school was held regularly thereafter 
during the summer and fall months from the end of May to November until at 
least 1865. During the period from 1857 to 1859 the Sunday school showed 
new life for the records show that on a number of sessions the attendance was 
over 100. The unusual seems to have been the usual then for the male members 
outnumbered the female members with only very few exceptions. The Sunday 
school was held in the schoolhouse. Despite the caption of the Minute Books, 
the Sunday school in reality was a Union or community organization.
 Rev. George Frederick Walz, a missionary born in Germany, who preached 

at Stone Valley (Steindahl), Uniontown in Mahantango Valley; St. John’s Hu-
ber’s and Bender’s in Lykens Valley; Miller’s and Fetterhoff’s in Armstrong 
Valley; preached in the school house as early as 1858. The man was noted for 
organizing new churches for among others to be organized Tower City and 
Lykens Lutheran churches.
 George Fredericks Walz youngest son of Michael and Katherine Walz was 

born in Bretten, Germany on January 12, 1822 and attended school in his na-
tive home where he learned his father’s trade. When he was 18 years old, he 
was stricken with severe sicknesses. Attributing his unexpected recovery to the 
mercy of God, he now consecrated himself to His service, and finally resolved 
to study to be a missionary. With this end in view, he entered the seminary at 
Basel, Switzerland in 1843, where he applied himself to his studies so assidu-
ously for five years, that he was graduated a year before his class. On his way 
to Illinois as a missionary, he made the acquaintance of Demme and Mann at 
Philadelphia, who reorganizing his sterling qualities, insisted on his remain-

ing in the East, where they were great in need of ministers at that time. He 
took charge of the newly organized mission at Wilmington, Delaware in the 
fall of 1848.

Excerpts from Controversy: 
How to Read Unreadable Tombstones

 In years past, genealogists have a variety of materials to improve legibility 
of tombstones, from shaving cream to chalk and variety of other materials. 
However, most of those methods reportedly damage the stone to some extent. 
Many of the materials are abrasive and also may leave chemicals behind that 
cause long-term damage. However, William Jerry Champion claims the use of 
flour creates no damage. Not everyone agrees.  Some so-called “experts” will 
tell you that flour is harmful because it can penetrate into small pores of the 
stone, and when wet, the flour will swell and can cause flaking of the stone. 
Some also claim that flour contains yeast, which encourages the growth of 
lichens and microorganisms that can then live and grow in the stone, causing 
expansion and cracking. Technically, flour does not contain yeast when first 
ground. However, yeast floats in the air most everywhere and may land on 
flour, where it may flourish. I do question the qualifications of all these so-
called “experts.”     
 I therefore turned to the Association for Gravestone Studies’ website, as this 

is a nationally recognized expert organization. The Association’s website at 
http://www.gravestonesstudies.org/faq.htm has a long list of things to never 
do, and it cautions, “Don’t use shaving cream, chalk, graphite, dirt, or other 
concoctions in an attempt to read worn inscriptions.” Flour is not mentioned 
although it might qualify as another concoction. 

Society News
Slavery: History Through Artifacts - The Adams County Historical So-

ciety will meet on Tues., Feb. 3, at 7 p.m. at Valentine Hall Auditorium at the 
Lutheran Theological Seminary at Gettysburg [achs-pa.org.] Many Civil War 
historians and history enthusiasts collect artifacts of one variety or another. Some 
collect weapons, others collect based on a particular unit or person.  Others 
save items relating to the institution of slavery. Why do we keep items that are 
often very depressing, scary, or remind of uncomfortable times in America’s 
history?  What stories can these pieces tell us? We will explore a collection 
of slavery artifacts that remember the lives of masters and their slaves. This 
program will be presented by Lauren Roedner, Archives & Collections Assistant 
at the Adams County Historical Society and the Scholarly Communications & 
Metadata Assistant for the Musselman Library at Gettysburg College.
 
York County Heritage Trust: Fri., Feb. 6, “Lunch with the Librarians.” Free 

for all at 250 East Market St., York, Pa., from 1 to 2 p.m. Do you have a ques-
tion you’ve wanted to ask a Trust Librarian? Gotten stuck in your genealogy 
research and need some help? Bring your questions about local genealogy 
or history, and we’ll try to answer them. Our roundtable discussion is sure 
to hit on many tonics. Pre-registration and lunch orders due by Wednesday,  
Feb. 4. Contact aeveler@yorkheritage.org.

 The Sadsbury Township Historical Society will meet on Monday,  
Feb. 2, at Sadsbury Township Municipal Building, 2920 Lincoln Highway, 
Sadsburyville. The guest speaker will be author Stanley Warren, whose topic 
will be “The Letters of Joseph S. Rodgers - Civil War Soldier.” Visitors are 
welcome. Doors will open at 6:45 p.m., with the meeting beginning at 7 p.m. 
Following the meeting, refreshments will be served in the conference room. 
Plenty of parking will be available. For more information, readers may call 
610-857-5675. More information is also available on the Sadsbury Township 
Historical Society Facebook page.

Pennsylvania 
Family 
Roots

GENEALOGY

Sharman Meck Carroll 
PO Box 72413, Thorndale, PA 19372

pafamroots@msn.com

When one thinks of the islands, you 
think of warmth and sun. That wasn’t 
the case for Londonderry Twp.’s Boy 
Scout Troop 97 on a recent visit to 
Hill lsland in the Susquehanna River.
The Scouts traveled by boat to the 

island and set up camp there. The wind 
howled and sent a shivering breeze, 
but the Scouts focused on how to live 
outdoors, honing their wood-cutting 
skills to provide wood for a warming 
fire and their cooking skills to eat hot 
meals throughout their weekend stay.
They hiked the island’s valleys and 

hills, and took an orienteering course, 
working with and without a compass 
to find their way.
During a bicycle trek around the 

ISLAND ADVENTURE
For Scouts, a trip to chilly Hill Island is a cool camping experience

Submitted photos

Watching the breathtaking sunset on Hill Island are, from left, Scouts 
Jason O’Donnell, Ben Spangenberg, Cole Carlson and Garrett Little.

Brayden Harris soars over his fellow Scouts like Superman during 
a weekend trip to Hill Island. The island adventure included: from left, 
bottom row, Cole Carlson, Kyle Hoyt, Garrett Little and Jake O’Donnell; 
and middle row, Jason O’Donnell and Ben Spangenberg.

island, they spotted numerous deer 
tracks and carcasses, identified birds 
from feathers and spotted an elusive 
turkey.
The biggest challenge was learning 

how to stay warm in the cold weather.
The trip was a great lesson for their 

upcoming Klondike Derby trip, when 
they will be camping outside in the 
snow and the ice. They now know 
to dress in many layers and to avoid 
cotton. If cotton gets wet, it takes a 
long time to dry. Cotton is great for the 
warm, tropical islands, but for a cold, 
wet night on Hill Island, cotton kills.
Upcoming events for the troop 

include Merit Badge College, snow 
tubing, Scout Sunday, a New York 
City day trip and the Klondike Derby.
For more information about the troop, 

readers may call Kevin Little at 717-
944-1957. Troop 97 is sponsored by 
Londonderry Fire Co. 

Time To Check 
The Batteries.

Smoke Detectors 
Save Lives!

Ben Spangenberg and 
Troop 97’s honorary canine 
mascot, Abbie O’Donnell, 
enjoy a boat ride on the 
Susquehanna River as they 
travel to Hill Island for a 
weekend getaway.

S. Union & E. Emaus Sts.   944-1002
Elksmovies.com

Tickets: $6.75 Adults  • $4.75 Seniors (62+) 
 Children (under 9), PSU Students Discount

Friday, January 30 • 7:30 pm
Saturday, January 31 • 7:30 pm
Sunday, February 1 • 5:00 pm

Mardi Gras Slavic Style!

Saturday, February 14 • 4 pm - 10 pm
Inclement Weather Date: Sunday, February 15 • Noon-4:30 pm
FUN, FOOD and FRIENDS... IT'S A PRE-LENTEN PARTY!

St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Parish Center
5408 Locust Lane, Harrisburg

FOOD • DESSERTS • BEVERAGES
Perohi • Halushki • Soup • Kielbasi Sandwiches • Hot Dogs

Schnitzlies (European Hamburger) • Halupki • Delicious Desserts
Small Games of Chance • Kids Games

FREE ADMISSION!

Sweetheart Platter Special
2 halupki, 1 kielbasi, 

3 perohi, halushki, roll
$1000

Take-out Available

Continuing 
Music By

The 
Polka Whoo 
& DJ Pete

Valentine Celebration

Visit our showroom at: (717) 867-1744 

NorthForgeHeating.com
1865 Horseshoe Pike, Annville (1 ½ miles East of Cambelltown on Rt. 322)

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10-5 | Tuesday & Thursday 10-8 | Saturday 9-3
PA HIC# 016447

Turn your great room 
into the best view in your 
home with a fireplace from 
Fireplace Xtrordinair. Any 

one of our gas, wood or electric fireplaces 
will create a unique ambiance unlike 
anything you’ve experienced before and 
will become the breathtaking focal point 
of your home. From hand-hammered 
faces to customizable fire art, Fireplace 
Xtrordinair’s fireplaces are transitional 
enough to make a statement in any log or 
timber frame home, from traditional to 
contemporary and everything in between.

A Great Reason To Call It A Great Room!
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ut&about
First-Ever Middletown 

Snow Bowl
The Internet is an amazing thing. You can use 

it for everything from chatting with friends to 
researching nuclear physics for that college 

term paper.
Middletown Mayor James H. Curry III used it to 

chase away the winter blues. He turned to Face-
book to organize a community flag football game on 
a snowy field along West Main Street on Saturday, 
Jan. 24. The Snow Bowl would help deal with the 
doldrums that two separate snowstorms brought to 
town over the weekend.
About 70 people showed up – players and cheer-

leaders and spectators. Volunteers brought hot choc-
olate and treats.
Bring on the Super Bowl, but we doubt the game be-

tween New England and Seattle will entice as many 
laughs.
“Middletown came together, folks,’’ Curry wrote on 

Facebook afterward. “I had such a wonderful time.
“Now, excuse me, I must go ice my knee ...’’

Press And Journal Photos 
by Joe Sukle


