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A busy week for 
Raiders, but a 
successful one  B1

Fox up for Mr. 
PA Football B1

SALTING STREETS A3

Public notices in this 
week’s Press & Journal
• HIGHSPIRE: Borough Author-
ity Meeting Schedule. A4
• LONDONDERRY TWP: Estate of  
Ross Reider. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: Zoning Hear-
ing Board Meeting Notice. 
A4
• MIDDLETOWN: SARAA Com-
mittee Meeting Schedule. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  Carl 
Freeborn. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: MASD Ath-
letics/Activities Meeting 
Notice. A4
• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Estate of  
Doris Hanshaw. A4
• ELIZABETHTOWN: Notice of  
Vehicle Ownership. A4
• LONDONDERRY TWP: Estate of  
Arlene Reider. A4
• SUSQUEHANNA TWP: Estate 
of  Elaine Cleckner. A4

The 1968 Middletown Area High School boys basketball team won the Class B state championship. Front row: Edward Chubb, Richard Barnoski, David 
Twardzik, Harold Brown, co-captain, Barry Ulsh, Charles Etter and Edward Tennis. Standing, Owen Hannah, Charles Bowen, Kenneth Miller, assistant coach, 
Casper Voithofer, head coach, William Gross, freshman coach, Clifton Brown, Brett Whittle and John Scudder. 

Police charge three men in 7-Eleven armed robbery
By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown police have charged 
three men with the 3 a.m. armed 
robbery of  the 7-Eleven at 12 E. 
Main St. on Tuesday, Jan. 16. 

Derrick Lamar Charles, 22, of  
Harrisburg; Victor Manuel Gon-
zalez, 20, of  Steelton, and Gregory 
Diosmar Pimentel, 20, no address 
given; are the same three men who 
were arrested by State Police and 
charged with the armed robbery 
of  a convenience store in West 
Pennsboro Township, Cumber-

land County, at 
7:35 a.m. Jan. 16 
— a little more 
than four hours 
after hitting 
the 7-Eleven in 
Middletown, 
police say.

Charles, Gon-
zalez and Pi-
mentel have all 
been in Cumberland County 
Prison on $275,000 bail each since 
being arrested by State Police.

Besides the robberies in Mid-
dletown and in West Pennsboro 

Township, the three men also face 
charges for a third armed store 
holdup in Middlesex Township, 
according to police and court 
records.

According to arrest papers filed 

by Middletown police with District 
Judge David Judy, Charles and Pi-
mentel are shown in surveillance 
video entering the 7-Eleven.

Charles, a convicted felon police 
said, brandished a handgun to a 
store employee while Pimentel 
displayed an airsoft gun. The two 
men stole about $225 in cash and 
a carton of  Newport cigarettes 
valued at $81.68.

Charles and Pimentel then en-
tered a white Nissan Altima sedan 
being driven by Gonzalez, which 

HONORING THE CHAMPS
Middletown police say Derrick Charles and Gregory Pimentel robbed the 
7-Eleven in Middletown on Jan. 16.

Suspects already in custody for alleged Cumberland County crimes

Charles Pimentel

Special ceremony on Friday will pay tribute to the 1968  
boys basketball team that brought a state title to Middletown
By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

You probably could take any 
varsity basketball and football 
team in Blue Raider history, and 
find members of  that team who 
went on to accomplish significant 
achievements in later life.

But the legacy of  the 1968 Class 
B state championship basketball 
team is extraordinary by any 
measurement.

The team lost only once all sea-
son and won the state champion-
ship game by 30 points. Victories 
by more than 50 and scoring totals 
of  more than 90 points were com-
monplace. They even topped 100 
a couple of  times.

A number of  those players 
as well as their coach, Casper 
Voithofer, will be honored Friday, 
Feb. 2, at halftime of  the home 
varsity basketball game between 
Middletown and West Perry.

“It was like a gift from God,” 
Charles “Chip” Etter says today 
of  that magical 1968 season. He 
was a starting power forward as 
a senior. 

MAHS has only one other team 
state title in its history, the boys 
soccer team in 2001.

An amazing roster
Some of  the players on the 1968 

team excelled long after graduat-
ing from Middletown.

The most notable example is 
David Twardzik, a starting point 

guard on that 1968 team who went 
on to become a Division II All-
American at Old Dominion Uni-
versity, and eventually a member 
of  the Portland Trailblazers team 
that won the NBA championship 
in 1977, along with superstar cen-

ter Bill Walton.
The Trailblazers retired 

Twardzik’s No. 13 jersey. After 
he finished playing, Twardzik 
began an NBA coaching and front 
office career with Portland, Indi-
ana, Detroit, Charlotte, the Los 

Angeles Clippers, Golden State, 
and Denver.

In 2003, he became director of  
player personnel for the Orlando 
Magic and was promoted to as-
sistant general manager in 2005, 
a position he held until 2012.

In late 2013 Twardzik returned 
to Old Dominion to do color com-
mentary for the Monarchs radio 
broadcasting team, the job he still 
holds today.

Twardzik told the Press & 
Journal he has home games to 
work on Thursday and Saturday 
nights, but he plans to be in the 
Middletown Area High School 
gym for the halftime festivities on 
Friday night.

Clifton Brown, a sophomore on 
that 1968 team who was brought up 
to the varsity late in the season, 
was better known for his prowess 
on the football field. He would be-
come the first black quarterback 
to ever start for the University of  
Notre Dame. 

He was drafted as a defensive 
back by the Philadelphia Eagles 
but did not make the team.

Brown studied criminology 
at Notre Dame and aspired to a 
career in the FBI or in some other 
branch of  law enforcement. He 
died in December 2012.

Barry Ulsh, another member of  
the reserve team that backed up 
the starters in 1968, was drafted 
by the Cincinnati Reds. He never 

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown residents in-
terested in the relationship 
between the town and Penn 
State Harrisburg are invited to 
attend a series of  three public 
forums on “Town and Gown Re-
lationships” to be held Feb. 11, 
Feb. 18 and 
Feb. 25 at 
the Presby-
terian Con-
gregation of  
Middletown 
a t  U n i o n 
and Water 
streets.

Each of  
the three forums will be held 
from 9:15 to 10:15 a.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall of  the church.

The forums are being or-
ganized by Susannah Gal, as-
sociate dean of  research and 
outreach and a professor of  
biology at Penn State Harris-
burg. Gal has lived around the 
world but called Middletown 
home since 2015. She is also a 
member of  the Press & Journal 
Editorial Board.

“I’m standing in both camps,” 
Gal told the Press & Journal, as 

Gal

Forums 
will look 
at PSU,
borough 
relations

Please see PSU, page A4

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown Borough Coun-
cil has begun live-streaming its 
public meetings on the borough 
website, www.middletownbor-
ough.com.

“Tonight we are doing a test 
run,” Borough Manager Ken 
Klinepeter told council during 
the Jan. 23 meeting, pointing 
out the camera on a tripod 
facing the members of  council 
sitting around the table.

Live-streaming will go live 
during council’s next meeting 
on Feb. 6, Klinepeter said. How-
ever, you can watch the Jan. 23 
meeting on the website.

Klinepeter told the Press & 
Journal it is not known yet how 
long each 
m e e t i n g 
will be on 
the website 
before being 
removed.

The bor-
ough has 
other public 
m e e t i n g s , 
including the planning com-
mission, zoning hearing board, 
etc. However only council meet-
ings are to be live-streamed on 
a regular basis, Klinepeter said.

The borough paid $799 for the 
camera. There is a $2,388 an-
nual live-stream subscription 
fee. Right now those are the only 
costs. However, Klinepeter dur-
ing the council meeting said it 
might be necessary to purchase 
an auxiliary microphone, in 
case the one in the camera isn’t 
good enough for audio pickup.

The camera for the Jan. 23 
meeting was positioned in front 
of  the podium that people stand 
at when they address council. 
As a result, viewers could not 
see who was addressing coun-
cil, but they could hear them.

Council meetings had been 
live-streamed frequently in the 
past, usually by Mayor James 
H. Curry III holding up a smart-
phone and broadcasting on his 
own Facebook page.

Curry had urged council and 
the borough come up with a 
better way.

Klinepeter said council meet-
ings will not be live-streamed to 
the borough’s Facebook page, 
because of  people being able 
to post comments to the page.

The borough would have 
to monitor these comments 
daily, raising staffing concerns, 
and the comments themselves 
raise issues regarding potential 
litigation and having to comply 
with the Pennsylvania Right-
to-Know law, Klinepeter said 
recently.

Council 
meetings 
will be live 
on website

Klinepeter

Gonzalez

STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER

Casper Voithofer shows the team picture from the 1968 state championship 
Middletown varsity boys basketball season that he keeps in a room at his 
house in Lower Swatara Township.

Please see 1968, page A7

Please see ROBBERY, page A4
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What is your favorite area restaurant?
 The Penn State Harrisburg 

School of  Public Affairs will host 
a Civic Education and Leader-
ship event from 5:15 to 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Jan. 31 at the State 
Capitol.

Dr. Carol McNamara, associ-
ate director for public programs 
and a senior lecturer for the 
School of  Civic and Economic 

Thought and Leadership at Ari-
zona State University, will be the 
keynote speaker.

Faculty members from the 
school programs also will be 
guest speakers. For more infor-
mation, contact Sara Wiberg at 
suw646@psu.edu. To register, 
visit https://spareception131.
eventbrite.com.

PSU to host Civic Education 
and Leadership event today

So long to you January! Good-
bye, and we will see you in 2019! 

So, maybe you are tired of  
being penned up in the house? It 
is too cold to get the car warmed 
up to go out to dinner, so you 
look in the P&J for a recipe...you 
don't find the one thing you are 
hungry for, so what do you do? 

This is a good question. Maybe 
you have to brave the cold and 
find a good place to go out for a 
nice dinner. We have plenty of  
local restaurants — Black Horse 
Tavern, Brownstone Cafe, Tat-
tered Flag, Alfred’s Victorian, 
The Hop Yard, J&J Pizza, Blue 
Room Bar & Grill and Roberto’s, 
to name a few.

Is your favorite not listed? 
Please email me and I will share 
it with your neighbors. 

Until then have a fantastic 
week as we usher in February. 
Only seven weeks until glori-
ous spring, no matter what that 
groundhog says on Feb. 2! 

Have a great week and stay 
warm.

Birthdays
Here is a peppy birthday 

greeting for Kim Thompson of  
Lower Swatara. Her special day 
is Wednesday, Jan. 31. Enjoy and 
stay warm, Kim! 

Happy 7th balloon-flying day 
to Carson Reigle of  Middletown 
on Wednesday, Jan. 31. I hope 
your day is jammed-packed full 
of  fun and adventure, Carson! 

Happy landmark 18th birth-
day to Ryan Hughes of  Lower 
Swatara. This guy is celebrating 
this extra special day on Friday, 
Feb. 2. 

Best wishes for a super birth-
day to Dylan Bower of  Lower 
Swatara on Feb. 3. Dylan hits No. 
23 on Saturday. Enjoy! 

Happy Sweet 16 honk-beep-
beep day to Megan Burghdorf of  
Lower Swatara on Saturday, Feb. 
3. Have the best birthday yet, 

Megan. Be safe!
Jennifer Hardison of  Lower 

Swatara marks her 20th cake-
and-ice cream day on Sunday, 
Feb. 4. I hope your day is over-
the-top great, Jennifer. Enjoy!

Best wishes for a warm and 
fuzzy birthday to Boots/Bev 
Hockley of  Middletown. Con-
grats on turning 80 on Monday, 
Feb. 5. That is fantastic!

Emily Russell of  Lower Swata-
ra celebrates her 14th confetti-
popping day on Tuesday, Feb. 6. 
I hope your week is wonderful, 
Emily!

Adrian Landis of  Lower 
Swatara will celebrate cake day 
No. 19 on Tuesday, Feb. 6. I hope 
your day is just spiffy!

Here is a happy birthday 
greeting to Vicki Hartman of  
Middletown for Feb. 6. Best 
wishes for a delightful cupcake-
and-streamer day on Tuesday, 
Vicki! 

Valentine brunch buffet
All ladies are invited to join 

in on this February fun event: 
a Valentine brunch at 9:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, Feb. 14 at Hershey 
Italian Lodge, 128 Hillcrest Road, 
Hershey. 

This is presented by Hershey 
Area Women’s Connection, af-

filiated with Christian Women’s 
Clubs of  America.

Musicians will be Gerry and 
the Attricks, from Harrisburg, 
presenting a mini-concert fea-
turing a cappella 1950s enter-
tainment

The speaker, Suzanne Rowse 
of  Wilmington, Delaware, will 
discuss “Victory Over Life’s Dif-
ficulties” and share how forgive-
ness can bring joy and victory 
over the pain of  the past.

For reservations, call Edna at 
652-0997 or Mary at 533-3497 or 
email roseyposey3@verizon.net. 
The deadline is Feb. 9.

Seven Seas Casserole
Recipe from the  

Wedding Book Collection

1 can cream of  celery soup
1 1/2 water
1/4 tsp. salt/dash of  pepper
1/4 c. chopped onion
1 1/3 c. Minute Rice
1 1/2 c. peas
2 cans tuna
Cheese for topping
Combine the first 4 ingredi-

ents. Bring to a boil. Pour half  
the mixture into a greased cas-
serole dish. Make 3 layers with 
rice, peas and tuna. Pour the 
rest of  mixture on top, then add 
cheese.

Bake at 375 F. for 20 minutes. 
Cut through with a knife, after 
waiting 10 minutes.

Sweetheart Banquet
Middletown First Church of  

God, 245 W. High St.,  will hold 
its annual Sweetheart Banquet 
at 6 p.m. Feb. 10.

Dinner will include appetiz-
ers, salad, New York strip roast, 
roasted potatoes, a vegetable and 
dessert. “The Not-So-Newlywed 
Game” will follow.

Tickets are $10 per person and 
can be purchased by contacting 
the church office at 717-944-9608 

or by email at mdtcog@comcast.
net.

Everyone is welcome. 

Township meetings
Lower Swatara Township Feb-

ruary meetings are held at the 
municipal building located on 
Spring Garden Drive at 7 p.m.:
Board of Commissioners: Wednesday, 
Feb. 7 and 21.
Municipal Authority: Monday, Feb. 26.
Planning Commission: Thursday, 
Feb. 22.
Zoning Hearing Board: Wednesday, 
Feb. 28.

Quote of the Week
“February is the border 

between winter and spring.” — 
Terri Guillemets, author. 

Question of the Week
What is your favorite restau-

rant?
“Jorge’s and Roberto’s.” — 

Gyles Adderly, 14, Middletown. 
“Sheetz. I like their cheese-

burgers, fries and milkshakes. 
— DJ Butler, 8, Middletown.

“River House Bar and Grill. 
— Steve Mosher, 18, Lower 
Swatara.

“I have three: Panera, Red 
Robin, and Jo-Jo’s Pizza. I like 
them all the same. — Victoria 
Kelly, 10, Swatara.

“I like buffets. You get to make 
your own decisions about what 
you want to eat! — Miranda 
Burdsal, 8, Lower Paxton.

“Mikado. They have good 
shrimp. I like how they cook in 
front of  you. — Jon Benkovic, 7, 
Lower Paxton.

Proverb for the Week
Give her the reward she has 

earned, and let her works bring 
her praise at the city gate (31:31).

Reach LaVonne Ackerman at 
717-649-7366 or by email at La-
VonneAck@comcast.net.

Where do you like to eat?

TOWN TOPICS
Low-cost vaccine clinic 
is set for cats, dogs

Steelton Community Cats is 
sponsoring a low-cost vaccine 
clinic for cats and dogs.

It will be held Saturday, Feb. 
3 at Steelton Community Cats 
Facility, 1 N. Front St., Steelton. 
Registration is at 9:30 a.m. Clinic 
hours are 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

For more information, call 717-
877-4146 or visit steeltoncats.org. 

AARP tax services  
at Middletown Home

The Middletown Home, 999 W. 
Harrisburg Pike, Middletown, 
again will play host to AARP tax 

services, free to the community.
Sessions will be held every 

Thursday morning beginning 
Feb. 1 and continue through 
April 12 by appointment only.

Call 717-944-3351 to schedule 
the appointment.

Hummelstown baseball/
softball sign-up begins

Hummelstown Baseball and 
Softball Association’s 2018 regis-
tration for baseball and modified 
fast pitch is open. 

Registration will be held 8 
a.m. to noon Saturday, Feb. 3, at 
Hummelstown Fire Hall, 249 E. 
Main St. 

Late registrations will not be 

taken after Feb. 9.
Email hbsaboard@gmail.com 

with questions.

Mardi Gras Slavic-style 
coming in February

Mardi Gras Slavic-style will be 
held from 4 to 10 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 10 at St. Ann Byzantine 
Catholic Parish Center, 5408 
Locust Lane, Harrisburg. 

The inclement weather date 
and time is from noon to 4:30 
p.m. Sunday, Feb. 11.

Admission is free. Featured 
will be food, desserts, bever-
ages, kids games, small games of  
chance and music. 

Takeout is available. 

Average retail gasoline prices in 
Harrisburg rose 5.4 cents a gallon 
in the past week, averaging $2.83 
a gallon Sunday, according to 
GasBuddy’s daily survey of  241 
gas outlets in Harrisburg. 

This compares with the national 
average that has increased 3 cents 
per gallon in the last week to $2.57 
a gallon. 

Prices on Sunday were 35.5 
cents per gallon higher than the 
same day one year ago and are 
17.5 cents per gallon higher than 
a month ago. The national average 
has increased 8.8 cents per gallon 

during the last month and stands 
30.7 cents per gallon higher than 
this day one year ago.

According to GasBuddy histori-
cal data, gasoline prices Jan. 29 in 
Harrisburg have ranged widely 
over the last five years: $2.48 a gal-
lon in 2017, $1.97 a gallon in 2016, 
$2.16 a gallon in 2015, $3.48 a gallon 
in 2014 and $3.51 a gallon in 2013.

Areas near Harrisburg and their 
current gas price climate:
Lancaster: $2.85 a gallon, up 5.8 
cents per gallon.
Reading: $2.82 a gallon, down 0.6 
cents per gallon from last week.

York: $2.89 a gallon, up 5.1 cents per 
gallon from last week.

“With oil maintaining strength, 
gasoline prices have continued 
to climb in many places,” said 
Patrick DeHaan, head of  petro-
leum analysis for GasBuddy. “I 
see diminishing chances of  the 
traditional winter relief  that 
accompanies the year's coldest 
months. Without gas prices falling, 
the current price environment 
may be the floor for what could 
become a more expensive year 
than anticipated, barring any 
change to OPEC policy.”

COMING SOON!
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Tan Your
Valentine

15% sr. citizen discount
“beauty head-to-toe”

2 S. Union Street
Middletown, PA 17057

HAIRPORT SALON HRS.
Mon. Noon - 8 pm

Tues.-Fri. 9 am - 8 pm
Sat. 8 am - noon

Sun. Closed

HAIRPORT
full-service salon
717-944-7980

TOUCH OF CLASS 
tanning salon
717-944-2400

15% sr. citizen discount
“beauty head-to-toe”

HAIRPORT SALON HRS.

Tues.-Fri. 9 am - 8 pm

O� er Expires February 28, 2018

15% sr. citizen discountHAIRPORT

EXTENDED 
TANNING HOURS

STARTING END OF MARCH
Mon. 9 am - 9 pm

Tues.-Fri. 9 am - 9 pm
Sat. 8 am - 4 pm

Sun. 10 am - 4 pm

Get Ready
for Spring

B
uy One

at 
Reg

ular
 Pric

e

15% Penn State 
Student Discount

For Your Valentine
Michele Hughes Lutz 
Creations with You in Mind

131 dock street, middletown
(717) 944-5425

Special valentine’s hours: 
FEBRUARY 12, 13 & 14, 9 am to 7 pm; CLOSED february 11th

Regular Hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-3

FEBRUARY 12, 13 & 14, 9 

For Your ValentineFor Your ValentineFor Your Valentine
Michele Hughes Lutz Michele Hughes Lutz Michele Hughes Lutz Michele Hughes Lutz Michele Hughes Lutz 
Creations with You in MindCreations with You in Mind
Michele Hughes Lutz 
Creations with You in Mind
Michele Hughes Lutz Michele Hughes Lutz 
Creations with You in Mind
Michele Hughes Lutz 

; CLOSED february 11th

Regular Hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-3Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-3

Area gasoline prices take healthy jump

LD musicians head to county band festival
Lower Dauphin band will be 

well-represented at the annual 
Dauphin County Music Educators 
Band Festival on Saturday, Feb. 3, 
at Bishop McDevitt High School.

Performing in the Senior High 
Honors Band are Clare Raser, 
clarinet; Micah Nye and Dan 
Little, tenor saxophone; William 
Monuteaux and Ethan Elicker, 
trumpet; Hayden Tierney, mallet 
percussion; Abbie Natkin, oboe; 
Ian Bruce, trombone; and Chris-
tian Gingrich and Ryan Pumo, 
string bass.

The Junior High Band will 
feature ninth-graders Tristan 
McQuiddy and Kayla Pedersen, 
clarinet; and Dan Kreiss, mallet 

percussion. Also performing will 
be seventh- and eighth-graders 
Jack Wolfe and Andrew Good, clar-
inet; Joe Frank, Toby Waters and 
Arun Gopinath, also saxophone; 
Logan Devine, tuba; and Emma 
and Alexandra Raser, percussion.

The Elementary Band will fea-
ture sixth-graders Eli Mackey, 
trombone; Drake Risser, tuba; Max 
Ford, keyboard percussion and 
Grace Peterson, clarinet. Also per-
forming in this ensemble will be 
Lower Dauphin fifth-graders from 
all five elementary schools. They 
include, from Conewago Elemen-
tary School, Megan Bomgardner, 
flute; Kellen Taggart, saxophone; 
and Korryn Timler, baritone; from 

East Hanover Elementary School, 
Ashley Economopoulos, Robert 
Reza and Kaleb Green, trumpet; 
Ashley Jilek, clarinet; Laney 
Johns, French horn; Skylynn Phil-
lippy, percussion; and Adam Little, 
saxophone; from Londonderry El-
ementary School, Sammie Gallick, 
trombone; from Nye Elementary 
School, Max Cherny and Ellie 
DeHart, trombone; and Aaron Es-
penshade, Julia Goss, and Brenna 
Killian, clarinet; and from South 
Hanover Elementary School, Cart-
er McQuiddy, Ava Conrad, and 
Jacob Walsh, trumpet; Ezra Billy, 
Sam Buggy, Grayson Kunkel, and 
Addison Misiolek, clarinet; and 
Dylan Kreiss, percussion.
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Barbara Kleinfelter
MIDDLETOWN

Barbara J. Kleinfelter, 52, of  
Middletown, entered into eternal 
rest on Friday, January 19, 2018 
at M.S. Hershey Medical Center.

 She was born June 28, 1965 
in Lebanon and was the loving 
daughter of  the late Richard 
McLaughlin.

 Barbara was a member of  the 
Middletown Presbyterian Church. 
She was retired from PHEAA and 
was a member of  the Liberty Fire 
Co. women’s auxiliary and a life-
time member of  the Londonderry 
Fire Company. Barbara loved to 
crochet, enjoyed arts and crafts, 
and was an avid Philadelphia 
Eagles fan. 

 Barbara is survived by her 
husband of  24 years, Robert 
Kleinfelter; son, Christopher 
M. Kleinfelter; and sister, Ellen 
(McLaughlin) Boyer.

 A tribute to Barbara’s life was 
held on Friday, January 26, 2018 
at 11 a.m. at Matinchek Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services, 
Inc., 260 East Main St., Middle-
town, Pa., with the Rev. Bruce 
Humphrey and Rev. Donald Potter 
officiating. There was a viewing on 
Thursday, January 25, 2018 from 6 
to 8 p.m. at the funeral home and 
one from 10 a.m. until the time of  
the service on Friday.

 Interment was at Middletown 
Cemetery, Middletown.

 Memorial contributions may be 
made in Barbara’s name to Ameri-
can Cancer Society, 112 Sipe Ave., 
Hummelstown, PA 17036.

 Condolences may be sent online 
at www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com.

IN MEMORIAM
Marlene M. Beistline
1/1/1932-1/24/2017

 Words cannot express the hole and 
hurt in my heart this past year. Every time 
I think of you I cry. I am really trying to learn 
to cherish the memories instead of letting 
them remind me of what I’ve lost. I not only 
lost a mother, I lost my best friend. Emily 
lost the best Gammie ever! I love you Mom! 
Emily and I miss you every single day.    

Love, Dutchie
Adv.

Michelle Waple 
MIDDLETOWN

 Michelle L. Waple, 48, of  Middle-
town, entered into eternal rest 
on Friday, January 26, 2018 in 
the M.S. Hershey Medical Center 
after battling an extremely rare 
blood and auto immune disorder. 
 She was born on March 31, 1969 
in Harrisburg, Pa. and was the 
daughter of  Linda S. (McMinn) 
Waple and the late Charles F. 
“Pete” Waple.

 Michelle was an avid Dallas 
Cowboys fan and loved to play 
pool and to “DJ”, but her great-
est joy was her family. In her 
earlier years, she played softball 
for Middletown Area High School. 
 Michelle is survived by her moth-
er, her maternal grandmother, 
Bertha McMinn, her children, 
Dezerae N. Waple and her fiancé 
Davell Hatcher of  Highspire, 
Charles A. “Petey” Waple and girl-
friend Dayna Stauffer, Savon W. 
Hadley and Sierra Y. Hadley, her 
brother, Brian C. and wife Heidi 
Waple, all of  Middletown, and her 
granddaughter, Elizabeth Susan 
Waple, who brought Michelle an 
extreme amount of  happiness in 
the past few years. Michelle also 
leaves behind three nieces, one 
nephew and numerous aunts, 
uncles, cousins and friends.

 A tribute to her life will be 
held on Thursday, February 1, 
2018 at 11 a.m. at New Begin-
nings Church, 630 South Union 
Street, Middletown, with Pas-
tor Britt Strohecker officiating. 
Viewing will be from 5 to 7 p.m. 
on Wednesday, January 31 at the 
Matinchek Funeral Home and 
Cremation Services, Inc., 260 East 
Main Street, Middletown and also 
from 10 a.m. until the time of  the 
service on Thursday at the church. 
 Burial  wil l  be  in  Mid-
d l e t o w n  C e m e t e r y . 
 Condolences may be sent online 
at www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com.  

James Dupes 
MIDDLETOWN

 James M. Dupes, 86, of  Middle-
town, entered into eternal rest on 
Thursday, January 25, 2018 at the 
Middletown Home. 

 He was born on January 25, 
1932 in Royalton and was the son 
of  the late Carl E. and Beulah A. 
(Wolf) Dupes.

 James was a member of  the 
Royalton Emmanuel United Meth-
odist Church, American Legion 
Post 594, and the Kiwanis Club, 
all of  Middletown. James was a 
veteran of  the United States Navy, 
having served during the Korean 
War. He enjoyed gardening and 
woodworking. 

 In addition to his parents, James 
was preceded in death by his lov-
ing wife, Emily S. Dupes and three 
brothers, Richard C., Kenneth C. 
and Earl C. Dupes. 

 He is survived by his three chil-
dren, Margaret Dupes Kinsinger 
and her husband Terry, James 
C. Dupes and Donald C. Dupes; 
brother, Robert C. Dupes; and sev-
eral nieces, nephews and cousins. 

 A memorial service will be held 
on Wednesday, January 31, 2018 at 
11 a.m. at the Matinchek Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services, 
Inc., 260 E. Main St., Middletown, 
with the Rev. Dan Gilbert officiat-
ing. Visitation will be from 10 a.m. 
until the time of  the service on 
Wednesday at the funeral home. 

 Burial with Military Honors 
will be in Middletown Cemetery. 

 Memorial contributions may be 
sent to the American Legion Post 
594, 137 E. High St., Middletown, 
PA 17057, or to the Kiwanis Club 
of  Middletown. 

 Condolences may be sent online 
at www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com. 

Donald Bowman 
MIDDLETOWN

 Donald E. Bowman, 85, of  
Middletown, entered into eternal 
rest on Saturday, January 27, 2018 
at M.S. Hershey Medical Center.

 There will be a tribute to Don-
ald’s life on Thursday, February 
1, 2018 at 7 p.m. at Matinchek 
Funeral Home and Cremation 
Services, Inc., 260 East Main St., 
Middletown, PA 17057, with the 
Chaplain Mark Nikont officiating. 
There will be a viewing from 5 
p.m. until the hour of  the service 
on Thursday.

 For full obituary or to send con-
dolences online please visit www.
matinchekfuneralhome.com.

To place your business in this directory 

contact the Press And Journal at: 20 S.Union Street, Middletown

E-mail: info@pressandjournal.com 

Phone: 717-944-4628

AUTO DEALER
Hondru Auto
2005 South Market Street, 
Elizabethtown
717-367-6644

Sutliff Chevrolet, Don Stago
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg
717-234-4444 or 717-940-4963

AUTO SERVICE
Dailey’s Service Station
200 East Main Street, Middletown
717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station
138 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service
231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown
717-944-7154

CHIROPRACTOR/
PHYSICAL THERAPIST
THE HETRICK CENTER
500 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-2225

FLOWERS
Michele Hughes Lutz
Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton 
717-944-5425

HALLMARK CARDS  
& GIFTS
Rhoads Pharmacy & Gift Shop
17 West Main Street, Hummelstown
717-566-2525

Middletown Pharmacy 
& Gift Shop
436 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1640

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Dale Sinniger & Son Electric
717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring
5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg
717-545-6103

HW Wilson Roofing
2161 North Union Street, Middletown 
717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service
3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown
717-367-3724

INSURANCE
State Farm Insurance
Steve Lane
735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

PERSONAL TRAINING
Home Team Training
500 North Union Street, Middletown
717-215-9607

PRINTING
Press And Journal Publications
Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery
For More Information 
717-944-4628

RESTAURANT
Black Horse Tavern
101 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-0450

SALON
Hairport/Touch of Class
2 S. Union Street, Middletown
717-944-7980

Sharp Cuts
124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000

Support Your 
Local Businesses

DO-IT-YOURSELF or HAVE IT INSTALLED 
by OUR OWN EXPERT MECHANICS

Home
Depot

Hess Gas5435 Jonestown Rd., Harrisburg
545-6103 • 545-9859

Mon.-Fri. 9-5; Thurs. 9-9; Sat. 9-3
www.gipefl oorandwallcovering.com • PA009846

Carpet • Sheet Vinyl • Ceramic Tile • Vinyl Tile 
Hardwood • Laminates • Floor Care Products

Check In-Store 
Specials

FLOOR & WALL COVERING

Visit Our Complete Showroom

Speedway

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown highway crews 
are putting more salt down 
on borough roads than in a 
typical year, due to all the small 
“nuisance snows” we are get-
ting this season, Public Works 
Director Greg Wilsbach tells 
the Press & Journal.

But he believes the $31,000 
budgeted for snow removal 
materials in the 2018 budget 
will be enough. That’s the same 
amount that the borough bud-
geted in 2017.

The borough used less salt 
last winter than expected, so 
Wilsbach was able to stock up, 
putting him ahead of  the game 
this season.

As of  Jan. 23 Wilsbach told 
council that his crews had 
spread about 276 tons of  salt on 
roads throughout the borough.

Over 110 tons was spread 
during just one storm, the one 
that lingered over a few days 
and led to council cancelling its 
Jan. 16 meeting. Crews had to 
spread salt three times during 
just that one storm, Wilsbach 
told council.

A typical storm requires 40 to 
50 tons of  salt, but this varies 
according to the kind of  storm, 
how cold it is, and how long the 
storm lasts.

“You can’t really plow until it 
hits about that 3-inch mark, but 
usually if  it is very cold outside 
and it freezes on the roadway, 
a half-inch warrants the crews 
coming out to salt,” he said.

The borough had already 
gone through the 200 tons of  salt 
that Wilsbach had ordered be-
fore Christmas. He told council 
on Jan. 23 that he had ordered 
another 250 tons. 

Given how much salt munici-
palities in general are using this 
season, Wilsbach said he was 
surprised that the 250 tons ar-
rived within a day or so of  him 
ordering it.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.cm

Middletown Area School Dis-
trict appears headed to court 
over a dispute with two contrac-
tors related to work at the middle 
school.

The school board on Jan. 23 
approved a motion to file a writ 
of  summons in court against the 
two contractors, one referred to 
as a general construction con-
tractor and the other a heating, 
air conditioning and ventilation 
contractor.

The two contractors are not 
identified in the motion. 

David Franklin, the school 

district’s chief  financial officer, 
did not respond to a request 
for comment from the Press & 
Journal. 

District spokeswoman Jody 
Zorbaugh said she had no ad-
ditional information.

The board’s motion also or-
ders the district document that 
the general construction and 
HVAC contractors “have both 
abandoned their duties under 
the contract documents to repair 
defective work” at the middle 
school.

The district had not filed any-
thing in Dauphin County Court 
as of  Jan. 30, according to a check 
of  online court records.

MASD taking legal 
action over work by 
contractor at school

Borough 
using up 
salt, but 
within 
budget

&PRESS   JOURNAL

Although colder months of  
the year are a sign of  winter 
fun for some, they can pose 
challenges for individuals and 
families to heat their homes.

For those seeking to improve 
the energy efficiency of  a home, 
information and tips are avail-
able at www.energystar.gov, 
so residents can improve both 
its heating and cooling capa-
bilities.

For residents facing financial 
obstacles to pay their monthly 
heating bills, or are dealing 
with broken equipment they 
cannot afford to fix or replace, 
the state’s Low-Income Home 
Energy Assistance Program is 
accepting applications for home 
heating assistance grants. 

LIHEAP is a federally funded 
program that helps individuals 
and families pay their heating 
bills through home heating 
energy assistance grants. 

It also provides crisis grants 
to help in the event of  an 
emergency or if  a resident is 
in danger of  losing their heat 
due to broken equipment, lack 
of  fuel or termination of  utility 
service. 

The income eligibility guide-
lines for LIHEAP are set at 150 
percent of  the federal poverty 
level income. 

For example, the income limit 
for an individual is $18,090; for a 
couple, the limit is $24,360; and 
for a family of  four, the limit is 
$36,900. 

Residents may apply for 
LIHEAP by contacting the 
Dauphin County Assistance 
Office at 717-265-8919, or call the 
district office of  state Rep. Tom 
Mehaffie at 717-534-1323 to have 
the application mailed to you.

Heating 
tips, money 
for bills 
available
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EASY TO PLACE YOUR AD: online: pressandjournal.com/classifieds    call: 717-944-4628   visit: 20 S. Union St., Middletown

You go everywhere we go:  
 online and print!

easy to do: online pressandjournal.com | email info@pressandjournal.com | call 717-944-4628 | visit 20 S. Union St.

PRINT&WEB 
$10 (yard sales) 
$15 (non-commercial) 
$25 (commercial)

Legal & Public Notices: 
Call or email for pricing 

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.

COMMUNITY

PRINT&WEB
$10 (yard sales) 
$15 (non-commercial) 
$25 (commercial)

Legal & Public Notices 
call or email for pricing 

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.

PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

 EMPLOYMENT

 SERVICES RENTALS

 EMPLOYMENT

 MISCELLANEOUS

DON’T NEED IT.
DON’T WANT IT.
OUTGROWN IT.
CAN’T USE IT.
Get rid of the 
clutter with a 
classified ad.

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Licensed Electricians  •  Fully Insured

40 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Free Estimates • 944-3419 or 944-6766

DALE A. SINNIGER & SON

•New & Old Wiring
•Code Updates
•Phone & TV  
  Cable Wiring
•Electric Heat
•Electric Smoke 
  Detectors

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured
for Your

Protection 
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating

Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

Serving our 
Customers for 

  35 Years

 
Pole Building specialists

The

24’ x 36’ x 10’
2 - 9’ x 7’ Garage Doors
1 - 3’ Entry Door

40’ x 60’ x 16’
1 - 12’ x 16’ Sliding Door

1 - 3’ Entry Door

www.FettervilleSales.com(800) 275-8245

$9,995
$23,995

PA Lisc. #129608

EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln 
Heritage Life Insurance Wants 
Insurance Agents *Leads, No 
Cold Calls *Commissions Paid 
Daily *Agency Training *Life 
License Required. Call 1-888-
713-6020

Driver Owner Operators 
CDL “A” HOME DAILY! Industry 
Leading Pay Structure! 
Harrisburg and Allentown, PA. 
All dispatched miles paid – 
loaded and empty! Call 1-800-
756-7433 www.triplecrownsvc.
com

RENT MIDDLETOWN Lg. 
House - 3+ Bedrms., 1.5 Baths, 
Utilities Included in Rent of 
$1,500. No Pets. App. & Sec. 
Dep. Req. Call Barb, 717-232-
8866 or Walt EBY Realty, 717-
948-3800. (1/31)

IF YOU HAD HIP OR KNEE 
REPLACEMENT SURGERY 
A N D  S U F F E R E D  A N 
INFECTION between 2010 – 
present, you may be entitled 
to compensation. Call Attorney 
Charles H. Johnson 1-800-
535-5727 

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Letters 
Testamentary on the Estate of Elaine 
K. Cleckner, a/k/a Elaine Kay Cleck-
ner, a/k/a Elaine Wolfe Cleckner, 
Deceased, late of Susquehanna 
Township, Dauphin County, Penn-
sylvania, have been granted to the 
undersigned Executrix. All persons 
therefore indebted to said estate are 
requested to make immediate pay-
ment, and those having just claims 
will please present the same, duly 
authenticated, for settlement, without 
delay to Wendy Crawford – Executrix, 
c/o Gerald J. Brinser, Attorney, P.O. Box 
323, Palmyra, PA 17078.

#114 0117-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
that Letters Testamentary were 
granted to Ross E. Reider, in 
the Estate of William H. Reider, 
late of Londonderry Township, 
Dauphin County, Pennsylvania 
who died on November 20, 
2017. All persons indebted to 
the said Estate are required 
to make payment, and those 
having claims or demands to 
present the same without delay 
to the Personal Representative 
or attorney named below:
Ross E. Reider
530 Lopax Road
Harrisburg, PA  17112
Or:
Jean D. Seibert, Esquire
Caldwell & Kearns, PC
3631 North Front Street
Harrisburg, PA  17110

#117 0117-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
Letters Testamentary were granted to 
Ross E. Reider, in the Estate of Arlene 
M. Reider, late of Londonderry Town-
ship, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania 
who died on November 26, 2017. All 
persons indebted to the said Estate 
are required to make payment, and 
those having claims or demands to 
present the same without delay to the 
Personal Representative or attorney 
named below:
Ross E. Reider
530 Lopax Road
Harrisburg, PA  17112
Or:
Jean D. Seibert, Esquire
Caldwell & Kearns, PC
3631 North Front Street
Harrisburg, PA  17110

#118 0117-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to any per-
son who has interest or owner-
ship of a 1995 Mazda 626DX VIN: 
1YVGE22C6S5427119 PA Lic # 
KLF0682 located at Geyers Garage 
LLC Elizabethtown, PA.  Please contact 
the garage at (717) 944-3973.

#122 0124-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
Estate Notice

Notice is hereby given that Letters 
Testamentary have been granted in 
the following estate. All person in-
debted to the said estate are required 
to make payments and those having 
claims or demands are to present the 
same without delay to the Executors 
named below.
ESTATE OF DORIS J. HANSHAW, 
late of Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, 
(died December 20, 2017)
Kristen L. Hanshaw-Floyd, Executor 
and Dominic Montagnese, Attorney 
624 North Front Street, Wormleysburg, 
PA  17043

#123 0124-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
Middletown Area School District
Joint Meeting of the Athletics/Ac-
tivities & Operations Committees
 
A Joint Meeting of the Athletics/Activi-
ties & Operations Committees will be 
held on Tuesday, February 13, 2018 at 
6:00 p.m. in the Large Group Instruction 
(LGI) room of the Middletown Area 
High School, 1155 North Union Street, 
Middletown, PA, to discuss the athletic 
fields master plan.

#124 0131-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Letters of Administration on the Estate 
of Carl Timothy Freeborn, Deceased, 
late of the Borough of Middletown, 
Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, having 
been granted to the undersigned, all 
persons indebted to said estate are 
requested to make immediate pay-
ments, and those having claims will 
present them for settlement to:

John S. Davidson, Esquire
 Administrator

Yost & Davidson 
320 West Chocolate Avenue

P.O. Box 437
Hershey, PA  17033

#125 0131-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
MEETING NOTICE

The Committee meetings of the 
Susquehanna Area Regional Airport 
Authority for calendar year 2018 will 
meet at 8:00 a.m. beginning with the 
Airport Operations Committee meeting 
and followed by the Executive Commit-
tee meeting in the David C. McIntosh 
Boardroom, One Terminal Drive, Suite 
300, Harrisburg International Airport, 
Middletown, Pennsylvania, on the 
following dates:
January 26, February 23, April 20, May 
25, June 22, July 20, August 24, Sep-
tember 21, October 26, November 30
The Committee meetings for March 
23 will meet at 12:00 p.m. in the 
David C. McIntosh Boardroom, One 
Terminal Drive, Suite 300, Harrisburg 
International Airport, Middletown, 
Pennsylvania.  
The meeting agenda will include such 
business as may, from time to time, 
properly come before the membership.

Susquehanna Area Regional Airport 
Authority
James H. Anderson, III, Secretary

#126 0131-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE OF HEARING BOROUGH 

OF 
MIDDLETOWN  ZONING HEARING 

BOARD
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
Zoning Hearing Board of the Borough of 
Middletown will meet to conduct a hear-
ing on Thursday, February 15, 2017, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. in Borough Hall, 
60 West Emaus Street, Middletown, 
PA, regarding the following appeal:
The Board will consider the application 
of Ian T. Reddinger, 281 East Main 
Street, Middletown. The property is 
a vacant non-conforming lot located 
at 721 Few Avenue (Tax Parcel No. 
42-033-029) and is Zoned R-1. The 
property is under agreement of sale 
from Mutasim H. Elganzoory, 1261 
Surrey Circle #4, Anchorage, Alaska.  
Applicant is proposing to construct a 
single family detached dwelling and 
is requesting variances to side yard 
setbacks from the required twelve (12) 
feet to zero (0) feet and reduced front 
& rear yard setbacks from the required 
thirty (30) feet to twenty (20) feet under 
Zoning Ordinance Section 260-405.
All persons interested in attending the 
hearing should use the rear entrance of 
Borough Hall; parking is available in the 
rear of the building and enter though 
the Glass Door. The hearing will be 
held on the Second Floor in Council 
Chambers which can be accessed via 
the rear lobby elevator or stairs.
Al Geosits
Zoning & Code Officer 

#127 0131-2T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
SCHEDULE OF 2018 REGULAR 

MEETINGS OF THE
HIGHSPIRE BOROUGH 

AUTHORITY
Regular meetings of the Highspire 
Borough Authority for the year 2018 
will be held on the third Thursday of 
each month. The following are the 
meeting dates:
 January 18, 2018
 February 15, 2018
 March 15, 2018
 April 19, 2018
 May 17, 2018
 June 21, 2018
 July 19, 2018
 August 16, 2018
 September 20, 2018
 October 18, 2018
 November 15, 2018
 December 20, 2018
Authority meetings will be held in the 
Council Chambers at the Borough 
Hall, 640 Eshelman Street, Highspire, 
PA  17034, commencing promptly at 
7:00 p.m.
Robert L. Gross
Chief Clerk

#128 0131-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

IMMEDIATE
OPENINGS

DAY & NIGHT SHIFTS

PART-TIME PRESS ASSISTANT/
POST PRESS HELPER

FOR MIDDLETOWN PRINTERY
Stop in to fill out application; email  

maxineetter@pressandjournal.com for info.
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(717) 944-4628 
20 SOUTH UNION STREET, MIDDLETOWN

Deaths from the opioid epi-
demic have surpassed those 
from auto accidents as well as 
gun violence, and are now on par 
with those of  the HIV epidemic 
at its height, according to Dr. 
Weston Kensinger, Penn State 
Harrisburg assistant teaching 
professor of  health education. 

“Not a day goes by that its hor-
rible effects are not seen,” he said, 
according to a press release from 
PSU. “It’s criti-
cally impor-
tant that we 
use all of  the 
tools we have 
to continue to 
raise aware-
ness  about 
this crisis and 
the resources 
available to help anyone who 
needs them.”

In Pennsylvania, Gov. Tom 
Wolf  recently declared the heroin 
and opioid epidemic a statewide 
disaster emergency in an effort 
to fight against addiction in the 
state. The first-of-its-kind decla-
ration is intended to save more 
lives through enhanced state 
response and increased access 
to treatment. 

Penn State Harrisburg faculty 
are finding ways to educate stu-
dents on how they can be a part of  
battling the epidemic, according 
to the release.

Kensinger is providing tools 
to graduate students and said 
he hopes the students in his col-
loquium class — mostly working 
professionals — will take the 
knowledge to the community.

Throughout the course, gradu-
ate students learned from a vari-
ety of  experts fighting the battle 
every day including specialists 
from law enforcement, treatment 
facilities, government agen-
cies, medical professions, fam-
ily members, and directly from 
those suffering from substance 
use disorders. Students also had 

the opportunity to interview a 
recovering addict, attend Alco-
holic Anonymous or Narcotics 
Anonymous meetings, and chal-
lenge themselves by giving up an 
enjoyable activity for four weeks 
while keeping a journal.

“I wanted my students to come 
out of  this course knowing about 
the epidemic from all angles,” 
Kensinger said. “Many see the 
epidemic from only one angle. 
This can widen their perspec-
tive. It gives an idea where to 
focus their attention. … They 
couldn't believe how horrible the 
epidemic is, not just the death 
toll, but how it affects families, 
children, as well as how addicts 
in recovery are affected for the 
rest of  their lives.”

One of  the students, Kaitlyn 
Dewalt, is a learning support 
teacher in an elementary school. 
She has seen the effects of  opioid 
addition — in one case a student's 
stepfather died of  an overdose; 
another time a student was be-
ing used as a drug runner for 
his father. 

She said knowing more about 
the signs and symptoms of  drug 
addiction will be helpful in her 
job if  she suspects something 
during parent/teacher confer-
ences. She can also offer advice 
to colleagues.

She said Kensinger’s class 
was beneficial in understanding 
the problem. She learned that 
addiction is out of  one’s control, 
“it resets the mind into thinking 
it continually needs drugs and is 
unable to function without them. 
The side effects of  withdrawal are 
horrible,” she said.

“Drug addiction is in every 
town, every county, every state,” 
she said. “It does not just happen 
to underprivileged, young adults. 
In fact, it happens the most to 
middle aged white males.”

She learned that one way to 
start tackling the problem is to 
eliminate the stigma that comes 

with addiction.
“I am genuinely concerned for 

our nation's future if  we do not 
begin to offer better treatment 
and services for those suffering 
from addiction,” she said. “We 
also need to offer help rather 
than shut these individuals out 
and make them feel unworthy.”

Katie Forsyth, who is complet-
ing her master’s degree in health 
education and wants to follow a 
career in community health, said 
she had not heard much about 
opioids before she took the class. 

“Now I see it's everywhere,” 
she said.

She said she was touched by 
a speaker who was a recovering 
addict and shared her story of  
heroin addiction and getting 
clean through drug court.

At times the course got emo-
tional, especially after hearing 
from those battling addiction. 
Forsyth was touched by a speaker 
who shared her personal story 
of  heroin addiction and getting 
clean through drug court.

“She showed me that addicts 
are not the stereotype you often 
have,” Forsyth said. “They are 
normal people who fell into this. 
It gave me more empathy.”

Forsyth will have an internship 
with a Wellspan Health location 
this summer and said she hopes 
the knowledge she gained will 
help her.

“I'd like to help that population 
that no one wants to help,” she 
said. “It will take all hands on 
deck to solve this.”

Kensinger said it's important 
to reach out to the larger com-
munity.

“There's a need in the com-
munity for a course like this, 
for people to become informed,” 
Kensinger said. “This hit close to 
home for many of  my students. 
One of  their best experiences was 
attending the AA meetings — see-
ing firsthand the effort addicts 
make to come clean.”

Kensinger

Penn State Harrisburg course 
provides tools to fight opioid 
addiction in the community

a borough resident and as a mem-
ber of  the faculty and staff of  the 
growing campus. 

Each of  the forums will offer a 
unique perspective, so residents 
can attend one or all three.

In the first forum on Feb. 11, Gal 
will talk about her experiences 
living in other college towns in 
Massachusetts and New York, 
and now in Middletown. 

She will also present and lead a 
discussion on results of  a survey 
that was conducted in 2017 of  
Penn State Harrisburg faculty 
and staff who live in Middletown 
regarding the relationship be-
tween the campus and the com-
munity.

During the second forum Feb. 
11, Middletown Borough Coun-
cilors Ben Kapenstein and Dawn 
Knull and Mike Woodworth of  
the borough’s Human Relations 
Commission will describe the op-
portunities they see in developing 
the relationship between the bor-
ough and Penn State Harrisburg.

For the last forum on Feb. 25, 
students of  Penn State Harris-
burg will share their perspectives 
on the relationship between the 
town and the campus, and their 
thoughts on what can be done to 
improve interactions between 
students and Middletown resi-
dents.

Gal hopes for “maybe 30 min-
utes” of  presentations during 
each forum, leaving the rest for 
conversations and interaction 
among those attending.

She credits the idea for the 

forums to Bruce Humphrey, in-
terim pastor at the Presbyterian 
Congregation where both Gal and 
her husband attend and are active 
in the church choir. Humphrey 
also offered use of  the church, 
she said.

Humphrey has the perspective 
of  having been on both sides of  
the town and gown relationship. 
He was on the faculty of  a college 
in Sitka, Alaska; and he has pas-
tored churches elsewhere in the 
United States in towns and cities 
with a college or a university, 
such as in Prescott, Arizona, and 
in San Diego.

Since arriving here two years 
ago, Humphrey said he has come 
to realize there is “not a whole 
lot of  a relationship” between 
Middletown and Penn State Har-
risburg. He hopes the forums at 
Presbyterian Congregation can 

help to change that.
“We could do better with this,” 

Humphrey told the Press & Jour-
nal. “We need to do some work to 
make it better.”

Much discussion has been de-
voted over the years about how 
Penn State Harrisburg and its 
students in particular can sup-
port growth of  the Middletown 
economy. 

This is one factor in the re-
lationship, but there are many 
other ways that the borough and 
the campus can benefit from each 
other, Gal said.

The challenge is that borough 
residents and the campus com-
munity don’t know enough about 
each other, and these forums 
is one way to start filling that 
information void.

“Do (borough residents) know 
that they can use the pool and 
the library?” Gal noted. “I don’t 
think many people know of  the 
resources we have here. I think 
it’s a relationship that right now 
is blossoming and developing 
and has potential. There are not 
strong negatives but I don’t think 
(residents and Penn State Harris-
burg) realize the strong positives, 
because I don’t think they know 
enough about each other.”

Gal is encouraged by the 
borough’s newly reconstituted 
Human Relations Commission 
planning a cultural diversity 
event to be held at the MCSO on 
April 7. The commission is work-
ing with Penn State Harrisburg 
on coordinating the event, which 
is modeled on an annual event 
that occurs in Hummelstown.

PSU: Forums target town-gown relationships
From page A1

tore out of  the borough “at a high 
rate of  speed” despite the roads 
being covered by snow and ice at 
the time, police said.

Borough police learned that 
three men had been arrested later 
the same day for a similar crime 
in Cumberland County.

Preliminary indications 
showed that their physical de-
scription matched that of  the 
three men who held up the 
7-Eleven. 

The vehicle also matched, and 
the license plate was the same as 
that pictured on the video surveil-
lance in Middletown.

Two borough police officers 
then interviewed the three men 
in Cumberland County Prison, to 
confirm that they were the same 
men who had allegedly held up 
the 7-Eleven.

Charles, Gonzalez and Pi-
mentel were all charged by 
Middletown police on Jan. 26 with 
conspiracy to commit robbery. 

Charles is also charged with 

terroristic threats and two charg-
es for illegal possession of  a 
firearm.

Gonzalez is also charged with 
conspiracy to recklessly endan-
ger another person, and driving 
under suspension.

Pimentel is also charged with 
terroristic threats and illegal 
possession of  a weapon.

All three are awaiting a pre-
liminary hearing. 

A preliminary arraignment 
for all three men before Judy is 
scheduled for Feb. 2.

ROBBERY: Suspects already had been arrested
From page A1

Upcoming forums will look at the 
relationship between Penn State 
Harrisburg and the borough of 
Middletown.
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Ten Lower Dauphin staff mem-
bers were honored by the LD Fal-
con Foundation on Saturday, Jan. 
27, at its 10th annual gala. 

The honorees were nominated 
by at least two school or commu-
nity members and will receive a 
grant from the foundation of  up 
to $200 for a classroom- or school-
based project. 

They are:

Shannon Bastian, Londonderry 
Elementary School, reading 
specialist

Bastian has been with the dis-
trict for more than 21 years. She 
is being recognized for her work 
as a reading specialist and autism 
support team member. 

Her colleagues describe her will-
ingness to “go above and beyond 
every day to motivate and inspire 
her students. Shannon has such 
passion for all of  the student popu-
lations that she works with and 
tirelessly helps support not only 
her students but her colleagues.”

Lauren Bruce, East Hanover 
Elementary School, school 
counselor

Bruce has been with the district 
for almost 11 years. She is being 
recognized for her work as a school 
counselor. 

In her nomination, she was 
described for the “time and work 
that she does daily for the benefit 
of  others in our building. She goes 
out of  her way to support admin-
istration, teachers and students.”

Kellie Custer, Nye Elementary 
School, learning support teacher

Custer has been with the district 
for seven years. She is being rec-
ognized for her work as a special 
education teacher. 

She was described by her nomi-
nators as being able to “articulate 
what students need and why they 
need it in a manner that inspires 

her colleagues, many of  whom 
have years and years more experi-
ence than she does.”

Stacy Kreitzer, Lower Dauphin 
Middle School, technology 
integration coach

Kreitzer has been with the 
district since 2000. She is being 
recognized for her work as an 
instructional technology coach. 

In her nomination, her col-
leagues praised her “energy and 
enthusiasm for student engage-
ment through technology and 
helping to transform classrooms 
and instructional practices.”

Kristen MacKay, South Hanover 
Elementary School, third-grade 
teacher

MacKay has taught at South 
Hanover for 17 years. She is be-
ing recognized for her work at a 
third-grade teacher. 

Her nominators praised the way 
she “motivates and challenges 
each student to be the best they can 
be in and out of  the classroom. She 
expects kindness and compassion 
from each student towards each 
other in the classroom.”

Natalie McCorkel, Lower Dauphin 
Middle School, building secretary

McCorkel has been with the 
district for 23 years. She is be-
ing recognized for her work as a 
middle school secretary. 

Her nominators spoke about 
her being “the glue that holds 
the office and the entire school 
together. Above all, she loves our 
students and does everything she 
can to make sure students know 
they are special.”

Mary Smith, Lower Dauphin High 
School, nurse

Smith has been the nurse at the 
high school since 2003. She is being 
recognized for being a “constant, 
daily, never-ending source of  

encouragement and comfort for 
the students and those she works 
with. She shines brightly even in 
the midst of  dealing with people 
at their worst — being sick.”

Christina Watkins, Lower Dauphin 
High School, math teacher

Watkins is in her 26th year teach-
ing math at the high school. She 
was nominated for her commit-
ment to excellence and for being 
“truly devoted to supporting her 
students to push themselves to 
the highest level of  their abilities. 
She also inspires, recognizes and 
appreciates students’ dedication, 
hard work and passion to learn.”

Kathy Weber, Lower Dauphin High 
School, guidance secretary

Weber began working at the high 
school more than 28 years ago. \
She is being recognized for her 
work as a secretary in the guid-
ance office. 

Her nominator praised her 
for being a “role model for every 
student — and adult — at Lower 
Dauphin She takes a personal 
interest in all, shows an immedi-
ate compassion for everyone, and 
gives full attention to each, regard-
less of  what else may be happening 
in her busy office.”

Erica Wilkinson, Conewago 
Elementary School, fifth-grade 
teacher

Wilkinson has been with the 
district for 11 years. She is be-
ing recognized for her work as a 
fifth-grade teacher. Her colleagues 
praised her “passion to help chil-
dren. She is energetic, positive, 
and creative in how she reaches 
her students. She builds great 
rapport with her students, parents 
and teammates. Additionally, she 
gets results. Her students achieve 
at a high level and her teammates 
perform better because of  her 
influence.”

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Former Lower Dauphin Superintendent Sherri Smith, left, presented awards from the LD Falcon Foundation on Jan. 
27 to, back row, Tina Watkins, Kristen MacKay, Kellie Custer, Shannon Bastian, Natalie McCorkel, Stacy Kreitzer, 
Kathy Weber and Mary Smith and, front row, Lauren Bruce and Erica Wilkinson.

Lower Dauphin Falcon Foundation 
honors 10 staffers for excellence

Dauphin County is offering 
an interest-free grace period to 
all property owners with 2017 
delinquent property taxes.

“In some cases, property own-
ers misplace their tax bills or 
mistakenly assume their mort-
gage company already paid their 
taxes,” said George P. Hartwick 
III, who oversees the Tax Claim 
Bureau. “This interest-free grace 
period gives property owners an-
other chance to pay their taxes.”

Approximately 11,000 first-
class letters, which include a 
breakdown of  taxes owed and 
costs for properties, will be 
mailed mid-February to property 
owners with unpaid 2017 real 
property taxes.

“By waiving the interest pe-
riod, we increase collections 
and reduce our mailing costs,” 
Commissioners Jeff Haste said. 
“This is another way that we keep 
revenues coming in and costs 
from going up.” 

Property owners must pay 
their taxes in full by March 31 to 
take advantage of  the program.

“This program not only quickly 

resolves many of  our claims, but 
it also helps taxpayers,” Commis-
sioner Mike Pries said. “Our goal 
is to make the tax-paying process 
easier for those who are trying 
to pay their bills and get back on 
their feet.”

In 2017, the Tax Claim Bureau 
issued 11,074 letters to prop-
erty owners with 2016 delinquent 
taxes and collected $37,861.70 in 
library taxes, $580,721 in munici-
pal taxes, $3,076,729,40 in school 
taxes, and $820,658.16 in county 
taxes.

For more information, contact 
the county’s Tax Claim Bureau 
at 717-780-6125 or visit www.
DauphinCounty.org and enter 
“tax claim” in the search feature.

Dauphin County commis-
sioners and the Department of  
Parks and Recreation invite the 
public to a free Black History 
Month program titled “Dream 
but Don’t Sleep” to be held at 7 
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 8 at Greater 
Zion Missionary Baptist Church, 
212 N. Progress Ave, Harrisburg.

“During Black History Month, 
we celebrate the centuries of  
achievements by African-Amer-
icans whose contributions have 
improved our lives and the lives 
of  generations to come,” Com-
missioner Jeff Haste said.

This year’s program, spon-
sored by Highmark Blue Shield 
and Whitaker Center for Sci-
ence and the Arts, “weaves Dr. 
Martin Luther King’s words 
of  encouragement and hope 
through a performance of  
music, movement and spoken 
word,” according to a press 
release from the county. “The 
theme of  dreaming while navi-
gating through life to keep Dr. 
King’s dream and ourselves 
alive will be seen throughout 
the production.”

“This program brings his-
tory to life and tells the story 
of  Dr. King and his timeless 

message of  hope and equality,” 
Commissioner Mike Pries said. 
“We hope this program inspires 
and empowers young people 
to break down barriers and to 
dream big.”

Earlier in the day Feb. 8, more 
than 650 local school students will 
see the performance at Whitaker 
Center for Science and the Arts.

“More than half  a century 
ago, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
asked, ‘What are you doing for 
others?’” Commissioner George 
P. Hartwick III said. “This pro-
gram challenges young people to 

stay engaged, remain connected 
to their community and to help 
others.”

Millicent Sparks Productions 
Inc. creates and produces living 
history performance programs 
with special emphasis on the 
African-American experience, 
according to the press release. 

Call 717-599-5188 for more in-
formation on this performance 
or connect with Dauphin County 
Parks and Recreation at Face-
book.com/DauphinCountyP-
arksRecreation and twitter.com/
DauphinParksRec.

County offers grace period 
for delinquent property taxes

Black History Month event is free

“This program not only 
quickly resolves many 
of our claims, but it also 
helps taxpayers.”

Commisioner Mike Pries

Call Maxine Etter at 944-4628 or 
email MaxineEtter@pressandjournal.com

2018Congrats, Maya!

I’m so proud of 
you. Good luck  

at State!

LOVE ALWAYS, 
Uncle Dan

An investment in 

KNOWLEDGE 
always pays the best

INTEREST
− ben franklin

CONGRATULATIONS CLASS of 2018

FINANCIAL PLANNERS
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Whether you’re family,  friends or businesses, show your pride for them with a 
full-color tribute ad in the Press And Journal’s annual special section. 

In your own words, wish them best of luck, include inspirational quotes or  
feature graduation or baby photos — make it your own! 

Coming May 2018
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Middletown, Lower Dauphin & Steelton-Highspire

reserve your tribute today!

As you prepare for the Super 
Bowl, the nutritionists at Giant 
Food Stores and Martin’s Food 
Markets offer these six tips for 
party planning:

• Punt procrastination by plan-
ning ahead. Make a list of  what 
you need to buy and also when 
you need to prepare it. Many dips 
and entrees can be prepared ahead 
of  time.

• Tackle crunchy snacks. Every-
one loves salty, crunchy snacks on 
game day. Sneak in some better 

options such as lightly salted pop-
corn topped with dried herbs such 
as oregano and some parmesan 
cheese or try roasted chickpeas.

• Add color to onside options. 
Go beyond a veggie tray, but still 
add color to your spread, with 
dishes like a brussels sprouts and 
grapefruit salad. Still want to of-
fer guests a veggie tray? Include a 
flavored or spicy hummus dip that 
kicks it up a notch.

• Extra point for exercise. Ar-
range the buffet in another room to 

encourage guests to walk around 
and not remain glued to the couch. 
Or plan a family-friend game of  
touch football beforehand.

• Sideline your sweet tooth. Of-
fer bite-size desserts that are sure 
to impress, such as black bean 
brownie footballs.

• Two points for safety. Keep 
hot foods hot and cold foods cold 
so you’re not penalized for a food 
safety violation. If  something has 
been out for two hours, refrigerate 
it promptly.

Low- to moderate-income work-
ing families can receive free tax 
preparation services through 
April 17 at sites in Dauphin, 
Cumberland and Perry counties, 
including the Middletown Public 
Library at 20 N. Catherine St., 
Middletown.

The effort is part of  the Money 
in Your Pocket Campaign, a com-
munity collaboration of  organiza-
tions committed to the economic 
stability of  local families. The 
program aims to increase use of  
the Earned Income Tax Credit and 
the Child Tax Credit. The EITC is 
a tax refund offered by the federal 
government to supplement wages 
for low-income workers. 

People are helped on a first-
come, first-served basis at the 
Middletown Public Library, from 
5:30 to 8 p.m. on Mondays. 

To learn more about the pro-
gram, call the library at 717-944-
6412.

Volunteers will prepare comput-
erized, electronic returns through 
the Internal Revenue Service’s 
Volunteer Tax Income Assistance 
program, which is designed to 
provide low-income families with 
help completing federal and state 
returns, and obtaining tax credits. 
This year, people who earned 
wages of  less than $54,000 may be 
eligible for assistance.

In addition to a volunteer-as-
sisted preparation, Money in Your 
Pocket also offers free assisted 
and unassisted tax preparation 
through MyFreeTaxes.com for 
taxpayers who made less than 
$66,000. More information about 
these options can be found at uwcr.
org/miyp. 

“Last year, 230 Money in Your 
Pocket volunteers helped file 4,389 
returns, resulting in more than 
$4.7 million returned to local work-
ing families,” said LaTasha Frye, 
United Way of  the Capital Region 
community impact manager of  
income. “This helped individuals 
and families increase their income 
by an average of  6 percent.”

The Money in Your Pocket cam-
paign program is funded by U.S. 
Department of  Treasury, Internal 
Revenue Service and PNC Bank.

For more information on the 
Money in Your Pocket program 
or for a list of  tax sites, contact 
LaTasha Frye, United Way of  
the Capital Region’s community 
impact manager of  income, at 
717-724-4068, or by email at lfrye@
uwcr.org, or visit www.uwcr.org/
miyp. 

Get free tax help at Middletown library

Make food at Super Bowl party a winner
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Seven Sorrows Catholic Church 
in Middletown will hold its annual 
fish fry beginning Friday, Feb. 16 
and continuing weekly through 
March 23, from 5 to 8 p.m. in the 
school cafeteria. 

The menu features all-you-
can-eat batter-dipped fish (eat-in 
only) plus lemon-pepper fish, 
crab cakes, jumbo fried shrimp, 
macaroni and cheese, pierogies, 
and a variety of  desserts, includ-
ing chocolate cake with peanut 
butter icing and coconut cream 
pie. New this year is a variety of  
seafood platters including fish, 
scallops, shrimp and crab cakes 
and weekly specials.

For more than 20 years, the 
parish has been serving hungry 
patrons who come from through-
out south-central Pennsylvania to 
enjoy the meatless meals. 

“People are coming for the 
food,” said fish fry coordinator 

Lisa Fortunato, “but leave with 
the experience. So many people 
have made friends with those they 
would never have crossed paths 
with other than here.”

Last year, more than 5,000 
pounds of  haddock was served 
to more than 7,300 guests by at 
least 100 volunteers each week. 

The most popular dessert is the 
lemon-berry mascarpone cake.

The fish fry is located at 360 E. 
Water St. in Middletown and is 
handicap accessible. 

Overflow parking is available 
at nearby Feaser Middle School. 
Doors open at 3:30 p.m.; service 
begins at 5 p.m.

Visitors can dine in or place a 
takeout order by calling 717-944-
5488 after 4 p.m. All orders or 
reservations must be received by a 
volunteer. Phone messages cannot 
be accepted. 

Cash, check, MasterCard, Visa, 
and Discover cards are accepted.

The fish fry is sponsored by 
Seven Sorrows Parish. For more 
information, including a full 
menu, visit www.ssbvm.org.

Also available for sale during the 
fish fry are handmade chocolate 
eggs available in peanut butter, 
butter cream, coconut, and pep-
permint. 

Each 2.4-ounce egg is dipped 
in white, dark, or milk chocolate. 
Eggs are $1 each.

In 2017, more than 68,000 eggs 
were sold through businesses, di-
rect orders and at Seven Sorrows 
Parish. More than 1,000 jars of  
peanut butter, 800 pounds of  but-

ter/margarine, and 3,200 pounds 
of  chocolate were used by more 
than 80 volunteers working over 
four months. 

Orders are taken for pickup 
by using the form found online 
at  www.ssbvm.org  or providing 
the following information by mail 
or email (scrip@ssbvm.org), to the 
school or parish office, or dropping 
in the church collection basket:

• Flavor (peanut butter, butter 
cream, coconut, or peppermint)

• Chocolate (white, dark, or milk)
• Quantity
• Name
• Phone number
• Pickup location (school office, 

after Mass, or during a fish fry).
Allow 48 hours for orders to be 

filled.
In addition to picking up eggs 

at the parish school, after Mass, 
or at the weekly fish fry, they are 
available for sale at the following 

locations: 
Middletown: Middletown Phar-
macy, Brownstone Café, J&J Pizza, 
Rita Angelucci’s Family Hair, 
Roberto’s Pizza, The Blue Room, 
Tender Loving Care Kennels, Jag-
ged Edge Hair Studio, Middletown 
Ice & Coal, Hairacy Etc., Marie 
Fuoti’s Corner Cuts, Shannon’s 
School of  Dance
Camp Hill: Gambino’s Hair
Elizabethtown: Crystal Pools, T.J. 
Rockwell’s, Holly’s Hair Shop, 
McCracken’s Pet Food and Supply, 
Trop Gun Shop
Harrisburg: The Capitol Diner, East 
Shore Diner, Belles and Beaus 
Hair
Hershey: The Cutting Edge, Her-
shey Pharmacy
Highspire: Deb’s Notary Service
Hummelstown: Jo-Jo’s Pizza, Our 
Lady’s Rosary, Soda Jerk
Mount Joy: The Country Store
Palmyra: Palmyra Pharmacy

Annual fish fry, egg sales at Seven Sorrows set to start
The Crone 
family 
pauses from 
dinner at 
the Seven 
Sorrows fish 
fry in 2017 
Left to right 
are Shane, 
Leo, Nadine 
and Bennet 
Crone.
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Middletown 

girls lose in 

tourney  B1

FROM THE VAULT A7

‘Nice Work’ 

comes to LD  B10

Public notices in this 

week’s Press & Journal

• REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL: 

Parking management and 

operation services at HIA  A4

• MIDDLETOWN: Part-time po-

lice officers wanted  A4

• MIDDLETOWN: Adoption of  

ordinance amending Civil 

Service Commission A4
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By David Barr

davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

Jared Knaub gave his father, 

Mike, the opportunity to shave his 

head on Sunday evening.

The unusual move accom-

plished two purposes: It allowed 

Jared, a junior, to better get into 

character for his role of  Uncle 

Fester in the Middletown Area 

High School’s upcoming musi-

cal, “The Addams Family.” More 

importantly, it helped raise money 

for the high 

school’s Mini-

THON, which 

will end its 

campaign in 

April and do-

nate the mon-

ey to Four Diamonds. 

It was not decided on a whim. 

Rather, it was a decision that Jared 

discussed with his parents and the 

musical director and after hearing 

about previous fundraisers for the 

MiniTHON, Jared decided to “step 

into something new” and allow 

himself  to be shaved.

Mike said he asked Jared ini-

tially when he earned the Uncle 

Fester role if  he was going to 

shave his head. The Uncle Fester 

character is completely bald. 

At that point, Jared was unsure. 

“He likes his hair,” Mike said.

It wasn’t until the last two weeks 

that Jared made up his mind.

Jared would have had to wear a 

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown will pursue talks 

toward creating a new regional 

police force or contracting for 

services with Lower Swatara 

Township, but the borough in the 

meantime must move forward 

with filling vacant positions 

within the department, borough 

council decided during its Tues-

day, Feb. 21 meeting.

Council set a 90-day time limit 

on the talks with Lower Swatara, 

which were launched in Decem-

ber by Mayor James H. Curry 

III and Council President Ben 

Kapenstein.

The talks are aimed at seeing 

if  the borough can save money 

on the cost of  providing police 

services compared to now, either 

by the borough contracting with 

Lower Swatara for the town-

ship to provide police services 

to Middletown, or by combining 

the police departments of  the two 

neighboring municipalities into a 

new regional force.

Besides saving money, any pro-

posed deal that is reached through 

the talks must also provide Mid-

dletown residents with the same 

or better level of  police services 

compared to now. Any deal would 

also have to “protect” the police of-

ficers who are currently employed 

on the Middletown force, Curry 

and Kapenstein have also said.

One added wrinkle that emerged 

during the council meeting is that 

the borough of  Steelton has ex-

pressed interest in becoming part 

of  talks, Curry told the council.

After the meeting Curry told 

the Press & Journal that an 

official with Steelton had con-

tacted Borough Manager Ken 

Klinepeter about the talks, and 

that Klinepeter had passed this 

information on to him.

Curry said that until then he 

was not aware of  Steelton being 

interested in the talks, as no one 

from Steelton had been present 

at either of  the two meetings that 

Curry and Kapenstein have had 

with representatives of  Lower 

Swatara.

Steelton Police Chief  Tony 

Minium and one of  his detectives 

attended the Feb. 15 public meeting 

that Middletown Borough Council 

I've penned a lot of  thank-

yous in my career. This one 

may be my most important. 

The Press & Journal has 

just finished one of  the most 

comprehensive transforma-

tions in our 163-year history: 

the redesign of  every one of  

our print and digital publica-

tions, which subsequently 

prompted profound soul-

searching 

to meet 

our many 

challeng-

es.
Should 

we chan-

nel more resources into our 

print edition (which provides 

the lion’s share of  revenue) 

or invest more in the paper’s 

digital editions? The future of  

journalism is in the world of  

websites and apps, not news-

print according to the digital 

media prophets. Fact is — 

consumers are consuming 

more news today than ever 

before. But how do we keep 

the doors open when digital 

investments provide only a 

fraction of  total revenues? 

If  this newspaper ceased 

publishing tomorrow, who 

has the most to lose? The 

answer is that there would 

be a tremendous vacuum; for 

readers and public officials 

who depend on the news-

paper to be a credible and 

comprehensive source of  

news and information; for ad-

vertisers who depend on the 

newspaper to connect them 

with local consumers; and 

for vendors and our 30-plus 

employees who rely on the 

newspaper for income.

I don’t believe newspapers 

are on the path to obsoles-

cence but on one that will 

necessitate delivering news 

and information in lots of  

different ways. I don’t accept 

that citizen journalism will 

JOE 
SUKLE

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middetown Mayor James H. 

Curry III hasn’t said yet if  he is 

running for re-election. 

But the mayoral campaign 

is  under-

way and to a 

large extent, 

it’s likely to 

focus on the 

record of  

Curry as an 

incumbent.

On F ri -

day, Feb. 24, 

Republican Robert Givler 

announced he is running for 

Middletown mayor a second 

time.
A 67-year-old lifelong Mid-

dletown resident, Givler ran 

and lost in 2013 to Curry, a 

Democrat. Both men sought 

to replace Mayor Robert Reid, 

who had decided to step down. 

Despite being a newcomer 

who only moved to the borough 

in 2010, the then-29-year-old 

Curry received 901 votes to 

Givler’s 618. 

After losing to Curry for 

mayor, Givler ran for a position 

as a Republican committeeman 

representing the borough’s 

Second Ward, where Givler 

resides. He lost. Givler said 

this is his first time running for 

anything again since losing the 

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Highspire parents such as Ni-

cole Robinson already have been 

waiting a long time for the state 

to decide on whether students 

like her 13-year-old son Ethan 

can be transferred from Steelton-

Highspire School District to at-

tend schools in Middletown Area 

School District.

Chances are, it could still be 

a long time before the matter is 

resolved, despite lawyers for the 

parents taking the extraordinary 

step of  going to Commonwealth 

Court on Feb. 21 to compel the 

Pennsylvania Department of  Edu-

cation to finally make a decision 

on the matter.

It has been 28 months since 

October 2014, when Dauphin 

County Court formally requested 

the department decide upon a 

petition from the Highspire Edu-

cation Coalition, representing 55 

percent of  Highspire property 

owners, that the 229 students liv-

ing in Highspire be allowed to 

transfer from Steelton-Highspire 

to Middletown because of  what the 

parents considered to be Steelton-

Highspire’s abysmal record of  

Correction

The office of  Magisterial 

District Judge David Judy 

initially provided incorrect 

information to the Press 

& Journal about Raymond 

Vogt’s age for a story on page 

A4 of  the Feb. 15 edition. Vogt 

is 51.

Welcome 
to the 
new Press 

& Journal

More on the 

changes

Editor Jason 

Maddux weighs in. 

SEE PAGE A6.

Please see SUKLE, page A8

Really getting into his role: ‘Uncle Fester’ 

shaves head, raises money for MiniTHON

Givler to 
give run 
for mayor 

a 2nd shot

STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER

Nicole Robinson gives a math lesson to her son Ethan during home-

schooling instruction at the kitchen table of their residence in Highspire.

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DON GRAHAM 

Middletown boys basketball head coach Chris Sattele has every reason to celebrate. His team won Monday night on a last-second shot by Ryan Hughes to 

advance to the district finals. Get all the details on page B1.

STILL WAITING
Highspire parents file in Commonwealth Court  

to speed resolution of moving students to Middletown

Please see WAIT, page A8

Curry still hasn’t 

announced his 

plans for election

Givler in 2013

Please see MAYOR, page A4

Why is this man smiling?

Middletown police talks get a 90-day time limit

Part-time officer hired to fill full-time position

Please see POLICE, page A4

Please see SHAVE, page A3

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY GABE MINK 

Jared Knaub reacts to having his head shaved by his father, Mike, as part of 

a fundraiser. Knaub is Uncle Fester in “The Addams Family” MAHS musical.

Photo page

Details on the 

production. SEE 

PAGE B9.
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Gallatin, Landis 

lead Blue Raider 

track effort  C1Synagogue 

celebration  A5

SPRING MUSIC  B8

Public notices in this 

week’s Press & Journal

• MIDDLETOWN: John J. 

Schmidt Estate Notice. A4

• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Daniel E. 

Wolfe Estate Notice. A4

• ROYALTON: Zoning Hearing 

Board Public Hearing. A4

• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Charlotte 

A. Washington Estate. A4

• ROYALTON: Notice of  Speed 

Timing Sign. A4

• SWATARA TWP: Tzyh S. Wu 

Estate Notice. A4

• STEELTON: Barbara C. 

Kostyal Estate Notice. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: Human Rela-

tions Commision Appts. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: Betty L. 

Ramsey Estate Notice. A4

Franklin and friends roll into Penn State Harrisburg

Military banners cause council battle

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Donald Reid just wants to buy 

a military banner to honor his 

brothers, as more than 85 people 

already have done in Middletown.

It doesn’t matter to him that 

the effort has sparked a political 

controversy making it clear that 

a deep rift exists on Middletown 

Borough Council. He doesn’t care 

that the council president has 

stopped the program for now.

Reid just wants to know how he 

can buy four banners — one for 

each of  his three deceased broth-

ers, who were all veterans, and 

one for himself.

There are others like him, folks 

who for one reason or another 

say they did not know about the 

program until after the deadline 

to buy them had passed.

It’s that overwhelming response 

to the banners that has brought to 

light a rift on council.

One council member has re-

ferred to two others as “anti-veter-

an,” an accusation that was called 

“slander” by one of  the accused.

The council president said that 

council member is trying to make 

herself  look good by trying to 

make others look bad.

So how did a program that ex-

ceeded expectations and by most 

accounts has been a success cause 

STAFF PHOTO BY DAVID BARR

Penn State head football coach James Franklin, second from left, visited Penn State Harrisburg on Tuesday, May 9, as part of the Coaches Caravan that traveled across the state last week. With him 

were, from left, women’s golf head coach Denise St. Pierre, women's basketball head coach Coquese Washington, men's gymnastics head coach Randy Jepson and athletic director Sandy Barbour. 

Read more about Franklin’s visit on page B1.

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown Area School 

Board during its May 15 meet-

ing voted 7-0 to approve a 

preliminary 2017-18 school 

district budget that calls for a 

1.23 percent increase in the real 

estate tax.

The district and school board 

are both hoping to reduce the 

proposed tax increase to “zero” 

by June 19, when the board 

must adopt a final version of  

the budget, said David Frank-

lin, the district’s chief  financial 

officer.
“The work is not done,” 

Franklin added.

No one from the public of-

fered any comment before the 

board voted on the preliminary 

budget. Board members ap-

proved the preliminary budget 

MASD’s 
budget 
calls for tax 

increase 

Lower 
Swatara 
selects 
manager
Williamson will be 

fourth person in 

position since the 

beginning of 2012

By David Barr

davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

Frank Williamson Jr. is the 

new township manager for 

Lower Swatara Township, hop-

ing to bring 

stability to a 

position that 

has seen its 

s h a r e  o f  

t u r n o v e r 

since Janu-

ary 2012.

On May 3, 

the Lower 

S w a t a r a 

Board of  Commissioners unan-

imously approved Williamson 

— who had served as public 

After 70 years, Grove Motors to close doors

Please see BUDGET, page A4

Please see MANAGER, page A6

Please see BANNERS, page A6

Popular new program exposes rifts, leads to accusations

Correction

“Remembering the war to end 

all wars” on page A1 of the May 

10 Press & Journal contained 

inaccurate information. James 

Weirich served as a musician in 

the Army.

TELL REP. DENT  

TO STOP THE  

DEBIT CARD TAX!

$5.8 Billion AnnuallyDebit Swipe Fee Protections Save Consumers

STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER

Grove Motors owner Dave Grove will close the doors of his business.

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

The old black and white photo 

is undated, but Dave Grove knows 

when it was taken by the new car 

in front.
“It was 1969. That’s a 1969 Ca-

maro,” said Grove, of  the photo 

showing the old Chevrolet deal-

ership on East Main Street in 

Middletown, which became Grove 

Motors in 1978.

Grove’s grandfather, H.B. Grove 

Sr.; his uncle, Richard K. Grove; 

and dad H.B. Grove Jr. built the 

building and opened a Chevy 

dealership there in 1947.

Only dad is still alive. David 

Grove was born in 1954.

“I was raised in this building,” 

Grove said. Now, he’s the one 

bringing this long era to an end.

Grove Motors is closing. The last 

day of  business is Thursday, May 

18. Hand-written signs announc-

ing the closing have been up in the 

store windows for a few weeks, 

plus a folding sign along the street.

The business is closing because 

Grove has decided to retire. Six 

other people working at Grove 

Motors will have to find other 

jobs. One has been with Grove 

for 35 years, and his son works at 

Grove as well.

No one else is able to carry on the 

business, Grove said. He is trying 

to sell as much of  the auto parts 

inventory as possible between now 

and May 18.

A public sale/auction will be 

held sometime in the summer 

for the remaining inventory, plus 

Please see GROVE, page A8

Williamson

Effort in works to bring back Communities That Care

By Dan Miller 

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

An effort is underway to bring 

Communities That Care back to 

Middletown.

Communities That Care is a 

nationally known research-based 

initiative that works with exist-

ing groups in a community to 

address issues impacting young 

people, such as substance abuse 

and violence.

Communities That Care helps 

better coordinate what groups in 

a community are already doing 

to focus on these problems, said 

Ellen Willenbecher, a member of  

STAFF PHOTO BY DAVID BARR

A military banner lays ready to be placed last week on South Union Street.

Please see CARE, page A3
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Thompson 

scores TD in  

Big 33 game  B1Drug fight goes 

directly to kids A6

HOTEL WORK STARTS  A5

Public notices in this 

week’s Press & Journal

• HARRISBURG: Estate of  Dale M. 

Chisholm, Sr. A4

• L. SWATARA TWP: Zoning Vari-

ance, MRPI. A4

• L. SWATARA TWP: Zoning Vari-

ance, Phoenix Contact. A4

• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Surplus 

Money Distribution. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  Melvin 

E. Judy Sr. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  Faye A. 

Hipple. A4
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By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Up to 50 more of  the Middletown 

“Hometown Heroes” military 

banners are now available for 

purchase through a nonprofit 

veterans organization based in 

Hummelstown, borough Coun-

cilor Diana McGlone told the Press 

& Journal on Monday, June 19.

Orders for the banners are now 

being accepted and will be placed 

on a first-come, first-serve basis, 

McGlone said. McGlone expects 

the banners to be hung within 

about two weeks of  the new ban-

ners being received.

Middletown Borough Council 

on June 6 voted to approve the 

borough hanging more of  the 

banners on poles throughout 

town, if  McGlone by council’s next 

meeting on June 20 could find a 

nonprofit organization willing to 

accept responsibility for handling 

payments for the banners.

Council President Damon Sug-

lia had put the banners program 

on hold, citing concerns over 

the borough violating state pro-

curement laws if  the borough 

continued to be responsible for 

handing the financial aspects of  

the program.

However, the popularity of  the 

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown has hired a new 

director of  finance and adminis-

tration who is already on the job.

Kevin Zartman of  Lititz was 

hired by borough Manager Ken 

Klinepeter to replace Bruce 

Hamer, who is retiring.

Zartman is being paid $72,000 a 

year and start-

ed on Tuesday, 

May 30.
Hamer in 

late March told 

the borough he 

would stay on 

as director of  

finance and ad-

ministration 

until June 30.

He has also offered to stay on 

until Sept. 1 to provide a transi-

tion for his successor, especially 

as preparations for the 2018 budget 

will be fully underway.

Zartman most recently worked 

as controller for OTC Fleet Ser-

vices. Zartman comes from an 

automotive background and said 

that his family owns Zartman 

Dodge in Lititz.

He has never worked in the 

public sector, but Zartman did 

serve four terms on Lititz Borough 

Council. He was on the council 

from 1992 to 2004, took a four-year 

break and then served again from 

2008 to 2012.

“This marries the best of  both 

worlds for me — my experience in 

the private business sector with 

the local government scene,” Zart-

man said of  being Middletown’s 

finance and administration direc-

tor. “It sounds like a perfect match 

for me. I am very excited about the 

opportunity.”

Zartman was one of  46 ap-

plicants for the finance director 

position, Klinepeter said. Only 

one of  the applicants had expe-

rience working for municipal 

government.

Zartman “stood out for several 

reasons,” Klinepeter said. “Most 

notable is that he has experi-

ence in several areas including 

financial management, customer 

service, office management, policy 

development, and local govern-

ment service.”

Hamer — who was Middle-

town’s borough manager from 

1986 to 1992 — was brought on 

board as a management con-

sultant by new borough council 

leadership in January 2016, after 

most of  the borough’s key staff 

had left in December 2015.

He became the borough’s new fi-

nance director in September 2016.

Zartman

50 more 
military 
banners 
ready for 

purchase
Borough 
hires new 

finance 
director

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Baltimore police are not consid-

ering the death of   a Middletown 

woman a homicide, because her 

body showed no obvious signs of  

trauma or foul play. 

However, it is being considered 

“suspicious.”

No new details have been made 

available regarding Aleksandra 

“Ola” Reeves, the 37-year-old 

woman who went missing May 

23 and whose body was found 

in Baltimore 

on Tuesday, 

June 6.
Police are 

awaiting toxi-

cology results 

from the state 

medical exam-

iner’s office in 

Maryland as a 

step toward trying to determine 

the woman’s cause of  death, said 

Detective Donny Moses of  the 

Baltimore Police Department.

Moses could not estimate when 

the toxicology results will be 

available. If  Reeves’ death were 

being considered a homicide, that 

would expedite processing of  the 

toxicology results, Moses said.

But at the same time, Baltimore 

police do consider Reeves’ death to 

be “suspicious,” because she was 

not from Baltimore, and because 

her body was found in an alley, 

Moses said.

Police had no further informa-

tion to release regarding why 

Reeves was in Baltimore, Moses 

said.

Reeves’ body was found by po-

lice on June 6 in a wooded area 

near the intersection of  Guilford 

Avenue and East Preston Street 

in Baltimore. 

Police first found Reeves’ red 

Fiat, and then later found her 

body a block and a half  away 

from the car.

Reeves had first been reported 

missing by Middletown police 

on May 24. Borough police at the 

time said that Reeves had last been 

seen at 12:15 p.m. May 23 at her 

residence in Middletown. 

Borough police said that Reeves 

had been “acting out of  charac-

ter” and had failed to report to 

work on Wednesday, May 24, to a 

job that she had held a long time. 

Borough police alerted State 

Police about Reeves the next day, 

at 2:48 p.m. Thursday, May 25. 

State Police began their own 

missing person investigation and 

reported that the last confirmed 

sighting of  Reeves was when she 

was seen leaving the Turkey Hill 

gas station in Elizabethtown at 

2:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 23. 
Reeves

Police: Middletown woman’s death ‘suspicious,’ but likely not homicide

SCHOOL SHAKEUP
Bright moved from Reid, King out as AD, Shaffer leaving Fink

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Despite an online petition 

with nearly 470 signatures and 

opposition expressed by a num-

ber of  residents, Middletown 

Area School Board voted 9-0 on 

Monday to approve transfer-

ring Earl Bright from principal 

of  Reid Elementary School to a 

position as principal to lead the 

school district’s new in-house 

Alternative Education program.

The board 

by the same 

9 - 0  v o t e 

June 19 also 

a p p r o v e d 

transferring 

Jeremy King 

from his po-

sition as ath-

letic director/

assistant high 

school principal to a position as 

a business education teacher at 

the high school, effective Aug. 14.

King said he sought the trans-

fer, despite it resulting in a pay 

cut from his salary as athletic 

director/assistant principal. 

King was making $75,100 in that 

position as of  2013. His current 

salary was not immediately 

available.

King in taking the business 

Bright
King

Shaffer

Please see SCHOOL, page A3

Please see BANNERS, page A6

STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER

One of almost 90 military banners 

in Middletown hangs along South 

Union Street.

STAFF PHOTO BY JASON MADDUX

The shelter at the Amtrak station along Mill Street in Middletown was blown over in Monday’s brief but powerful storm, breaking glass and bending 

the railing behind it. See more photos on page A5 and at www.pressandjournal.com.

More inside

Outgoing athletic director King 

wants to spend more time with 

family. PAGE B1

Budget approved without tax 

increase. PAGE A3

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

“We got lucky.”

That’s what Bob Ludwig of  

Middletown’s Public Works De-

partment had to say on Tuesday 

morning in the aftermath of  a 

quick storm with high winds 

that ripped through much of  

the eastern part of  the borough 

on Monday afternoon, June 19.

The damage could have been 

far worse, Ludwig said, as he 

supervised cleaning up a large 

limb that had broken off of  a 

big oak tree inside the historic 

graveyard at North Pine and East 

High streets. 

“I sometimes feel as though 

there is a bubble around our 

town,” he said.

The limb fell onto and damaged 

a fence around the graveyard 

that had recently been repaired 

by the borough’s Historical Res-

toration Commission. The tree 

also damaged a vehicle that had 

been parked on the street next to 

the graveyard, said Middletown 

Public Works Director Greg 

Wilsbach.

The entire oak tree will now 

have to be taken down, Ludwig 

said. The tree is obviously old, 

but Ludwig could not estimate 

just how old.

Ludwig and others with the 

borough’s Public Works Depart-

ment were spending the rest of  

Monday and pretty much all day 

Tuesday cleaning up all the fallen 

limbs and trees all over town, 

Wilsbach said.

Trees and limbs could be seen 

down in the yards of  numerous 

residences, so Wilsbach said that 

the gates of  Middletown’s Woody 

Waste facility off North Union 

Street will be kept open at least 

through Wednesday, so people 

can bring in and dispose of  piles 

of  branches and other wood 

waste left over from the storm.

High winds blew over the shel-

ter at the Amtrak train station 

along Mill Street. The borough 

Brief but intense storm does some damage

Please see STORM, page A5

“I sometimes feel as 

though there is a bubble 

around our town.”

Bob Ludwig, Middletown 

Public Works Department
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Raiders wrap up 

losing season 

on diamond  B1MAHS track 

at districts  B1

ANTI-BIAS LAW A2
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For Water Compliance. A4
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• MIDDLETOWN: MASD Invitation 

To Bid. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: MASD Proposed 

Final Budget. A4
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tate Notice. A4
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Write-ins could shape November ballot

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

and David Barr

davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

It looks as though Middletown 

Mayor James H. Curry III can be 

on the Democratic ballot in the 

general election in the fall — if  

he wants to be.

In Lower Swatara, two Repub-

licans received enough write-in 

votes from Democrats to appear 

on the November ballot.

And Middletown Borough 

Councilor Ian Reddinger also said 

he is interested in running after 

receiving support on the Tuesday, 

May 16 primary ballot.

In an unusual election year, it’s 

likely write-in candidates will play 

a key in who is elected in the fall.

Curry received 70 write-in votes 

on the Democratic ballot, accord-

ing to Jerry Feaser, director of  

the Dauphin County Office of  

Elections and Voter Registration. 

Curry would need only 10 certi-

fied write-in votes to appear on 

the Democratic ballot in the fall. 

If  Curry does 

decide to run 

the fall elec-

tion will be a 

rematch be-

tween the one 

four years ago 

between Curry, 

who at the time 

was a Demo-

crat, and Republican Robert Giv-

ler.
Givler, a retired Middletown po-

lice officer, defeated fellow retired 

borough police officer Richard 

Hiester on the 

Republican bal-

lot during Tues-

day’s primary, 

235 votes to 183 

votes.
Reddinger, 

a Republican 

who was not 

on the primary 

ballot after he chose not to run — 

received 24 write-in votes on the 

Democratic ballot. 

That could enable Reddinger to 

run for a full four-year term in the 

fall if  he chooses to. Reddinger was 

appointed to council in May 2016. 

“I am interested in running,” 

Reddinger told the Press & Jour-

nal. “I do want to serve Middletown 

and I appreciate their support.”

In the unofficial results for Mid-

dletown Borough Council, Dawn 

Knull was the only person on the 

Democratic ballot for a four-year 

seat. Knull received 229 votes, and 

there were 75 write-in votes cast.

Borough council candidate Jen-

ny Miller also received 17 write-in 

votes on the Democratic ballot for 

a four-year seat. However, Miller 

will already be on the Republican 

ballot in the fall.

Three candidates were on the 

Republican ballot competing for 

three four-year seats. Miller re-

ceived 379 votes, Rachelle Reid 294 

and David Rhen 292. There were 

95 write-in votes.

Voters will elect three council 

members in November for the 

four-year seat. If  Reddinger choses 

to be on the ballot, three would be 

Reflecting on Middletown’s prom

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY JODI OCKER

Ivy Martnishn and Chris Plummer get ready to enter the Middletown prom on Saturday, May 20, at the Red Lion 

Hotel Harrisburg Hershey. For more photos, see page B6 and go to www.pressandjournal.com.

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

An eyewitness in the March 24 

shooting at River House Bar & 

Grill in Londonderry Township 

has refused to 

answer ques-

tions under 

oath.
That revela-

tion came to 

light Wednes-

day, May 17, 

as the prelimi-

nary hearing 

was about to 

start in the case against Tanner 

Allen Stark. State Police said Stark 

began shooting after two River 

House bouncers escorted him out 

of  the bar because he was seen 

wearing a handgun in his right 

front pants pocket. 

After Stark started firing, two 

men who were inside the bar went 

out to confront Stark, according to 

police. One was David Seesholtz, 

a patron; and the other was Andy 

Cole, who was tending bar inside 

the River House at the time. 

There are two eyewitnesses to 

what happened, Stark’s defense 

attorney Jerry Russo said im-

mediately after the hearing was 

ended by District Judge David 

Judy. Russo did not identify the 

eyewitnesses, or indicate whether 

he was referring to Seesholtz or 

Cole.
Judy agreed to the request, 

saying that Russo “has raised 

legitimate legal issues.”

The court needs to determine 

“whether or not the invocation 

of  the right to remain silent by an 

eyewitness is legal and proper,” 

Russo said.

Witness in River 

House shooting 

remains silent

Stark

Unidentified person won’t 

answer questions under oath

Please see SHOOTING, page A4

Memorial Day parade 

back to ‘normal’ route 

By David Barr

davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

This year’s Memorial Day pa-

rade in Middletown will return to 

its “normal” route, according to 

Ricky Snyder Jr. of  Middletown 

VFW Post 1620, who is helping to 

organize the events.

The parade will begin at 9 a.m. 

near Emaus and Wood streets 

before following its regular route 

of  traveling on Ann Street and 

Union Street and concluding at 

the Middletown Cemetery.

Last year, the parade route was 

changed due to road work. 

Snyder said for him, planning 

and executing the parade has been 

both hectic and rewarding, and he 

receives gratification from see-

ing the streets lined with people, 

especially those continuing the 

tradition of  attending the parade 

By Dan Miller

danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Early 2018 looks to be the 

soonest that more Middletown-

area residents and businesses 

can buy a banner honoring a 

veteran that could be placed 

somewhere in town.

It also appears likely that 

when more banners become 

available, they will be sold 

not through 

the borough 

but through 

a veterans 

o r g a n i z a -

tion such as 

the Ameri-

can Legion 

or the Veter-

ans of  For-

eign Wars.

However, it’s unlikely that 

Councilor Diana McGlone — 

who played a key role in getting 

the banner program started 

— will be a part of  it moving 

forward. 

During the borough coun-

cil’s most recent meeting, on 

Wednesday, May 17, McGlone 

could not get anyone on council 

to second her motion to imme-

diately reopen the program and 

make more banners available 

for sale through the borough. 

“I am removing myself  from 

this program,” McGlone told 

the council later in the meeting. 

The banners have proven 

to be wildly popular among 

residents, since the banners 

first started appearing on 

green light poles and utility 

poles throughout Middletown 

on May 9.

But the way the program 

was carried out by McGlone 

has become the subject of  con-

siderable controversy among 

members of  borough council. 

Council President Damon 

Suglia and Vice President 

Dawn Knull both made state-

ments at the start of  the May 17 

meeting, defending themselves 

against McGlone’s charge that 

Suglia and Knull are “anti-

veteran” because they have 

refused to reopen the program 

to make more banners avail-

able to people who want to 

Military 
banners 
might be 
revisited in 

early 2018
McGlone says she is 

done with program

McGlone

Please see BANNERS, page A8

Newly painted pool gets ready to open 

STAFF PHOTO BY DAVID BARR

Casey Coble prepares to add a chain to a floating pool toy Monday.

By David Barr

davidbarr@pressandjournal.com

As the weather becomes warmer 

and summer approaches, it is time 

to break out the bathing suits and 

bottles of  sunscreen and hit the 

Middletown Pool. 

The pool is scheduled to open for 

the first time this year on Saturday, 

May 27, and remain open through 

the holiday weekend. It will close 

for the following week, before 

reopening the following weekend, 

June 3-4. It will close once more 

June 5-6 before opening for good 

Please see POOL, page A8

More inside

Memorial Day editorial. PAGE A6.

Memorial Day pages. PAGES A9-A10

Please see MEMORIAL, page A4

Givler
Reddinger

Please see BALLOT, page A3

SPAY/NEUTER AWARENESS 
MONTH 

LIBRARY LOVERS MONTHMIDDLETOWN
• Susquehanna Area Regional 
Airport Auth. – 8 am
• Planning Commission – 7 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Bingo, Fire Hall – 7 pm
• Zoning Hearing Board – 7 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners – 10 am

MIDDLETOWN
• Odd Fellows #307 – 7:30 pm
• Library: Story/Craft Time – 
10:30 am, Family Yoga – noon, 
Tales with T.A.I.L.S. – 6 pm

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Londonderry Lionettes – 7 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Lions Club – 6:30 pm
• Planning Commission – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Library: LEGO® Jr. Maker 
Club – 6:30 pm, Jewelry Club 
– 6 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Bingo, Fire Hall – 7 pm
• Commissioners – 7 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners – 10 am,
Followed by Retirement Board

PRESIDENTS' DAY
MIDDLETOWN
• Red Rose Rebekah #586 – 1 pm
• Alzheimer’s Assoc. @ Frey Vil-
lage – 6:30 pm
• Library: Mystery Book Club – 6 
pm, STEM Club – 6 pm, Yoga – 6 
pm, Free Tax Prep – 5:30-8 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Odd Fellows #307 – 7:30 pm
• Boro Council – 7 pm
• Ind/Comm. Develop – 6:30 pm
• MASD Board – 7 pm

ROYALTON
• Boro Authority – 5 pm
• Planning Commission – 7 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Conservation Dist. Ag. – 2 pm 

HIGHSPIRE
• Boro Council – 7 pm

 LINCOLN'S BIRTHDAY
MIDDLETOWN 
• Kiwanis – 6 pm
• Am. Legion Board – 7 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Fire Co. Aux. 7:30 pm
• Library: STEM Club – 6 pm, 
Family Yoga – 6 pm, Free Tax 
Preparation – 5:30-8 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• M-town Alumni Assoc. – 8 pm
• ABWA Olmsted Chapt. – 6 pm
• Odd Fellows #307 – 7:30 pm
• MASD: Academic Affairs – 6:30 pm,
Personnel - 7:30 pm,  Finance - 8 pm, 
Athletics/Activities/Operations 
Comm. – 6 pm
• Library: Story/Craft Time – 
10:30 am, Yoga – noon, Tales 
with T.A.I.L.S. – 6 pm

HIGHSPIRE
• Boro Council – 7 pm

 VALENTINE'S DAY
LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Bingo, Fire Hall – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Wesley Gold – 11 am-1 pm
• Elks at Am. Legion – 7 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners – 10 am

LONDONDERRY TWP. 
• Senior Citizen’s – 1 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Library: LEGO® Jr. Maker Club 
– 6:30 pm

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Fish Fry, @ Londonderry Fire 
Co. – 5-8 pm

RANDOM ACTS OF 
KINDNESS DAY

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Fire Co. – 7:30 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Red Rose Rebekah #586 – 1 pm
• Library: STEM Club – 6 pm, 
Family Yoga – 6 pm, Free Tax 
Preparation – 5:30-8 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• MASD Board of Directors – 6 pm
• Borough Council – 7 pm
• M-town Library Board – 6 pm
• Library: Story/Craft Time – 
10:30 am, Yoga – noon, Tales 
with T.A.I.L.S. – 6 pm
• Odd Fellows #307 – 7:30 pm

HIGHSPIRE
• Planning Commission – 7 pm

ROYALTON
• Borough Council – 7 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Bingo, Fire Hall – 7 pm
• Twp. Commissioners – 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Youth Club: Board-7 pm;
General-8 pm
• Am. Legion Aux. – 7 pm
• Human Relations Comm. – 
6:30 pm

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Commissioners – 10 am
• Prison Board – 1:30 pm

 NATIONAL PIZZA DAY UMBRELLA DAY 

 GROUNDHOG DAY AMERICAN HEART MONTH CHILDREN’S DENTAL 
HEALTH MONTH

We Are  
PENN STATE 
in the Capital Region

777 West Harrisburg Pike, Middletown, PA 17057
717-948-6000 • harrisburg.psu.edu

An Equal Opportunity University

Embracing a Rich History and 
Working Toward a Bright Future

We serve with passion and strive for excellence

JEFF HASTE, Chairman 
MIKE PRIES, Vice Chairman 
GEORGE HARTWICK III, Secretary

Middletown
Area School

District

The Middletown Area School District does not discriminate on the basis 
of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability in its programs, or 

employment practices as required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of 
the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act.

55 West Water Street, Middletown, PA 17057 (717) 948-3300

“Helping To Shape The Future By 
Meeting The Challenges Of Today”

2601 Sunset Drive
Middletown • 944.5415
www.sunsetbandg.com
www.sunsetgc.com

www.londonderrypa.org

  Live Music on 
the deck

  Daily Food & 
Drink Specials

 
  Open Golf  

Tourneys

   Jr. Golf Clinic

  Stars & Stripes 
Salute

This month’s calendar is made possible by the community-minded 
businesses, local municipalities, county offices and educational 
institutions shown below.

We know you care about what happens in your 
community, but you're often too busy to attend 
meetings or keep up with 
all the social media outlets. 
Count on us to keep you 
informed and help you make 
sense of it all.

&PRESS
 JOURNAL

Locally owned since 1854

Reach people interested in their community by advertising here. Contact Dave Brown: davebrown@pressandjournal.com; 717-944-4628

SPUNKY OLD BROADS 
MONTH 

MIDDLETOWN
• Dancing at Event Place 8-11 pm
• Library: Trivia Night – 7 pm
• Susquehanna Area Regional
Airport Authority – 8 am

DAUPHIN COUNTY
• Ag Land Preservation – 9 am

LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Fish Fry @ Londonderry Fire 
Co. – 5-8 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Kiwanis – 6 pm
• Am. Legion – 7 pm
• Human Relations Comm. – 
6:30 pm
• Library: STEM Club – 6 pm,
Family Yoga – 6 pm,Free Tax 
Preparation – 5:30-8 pm

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Municipal Authority – 7 pm

 LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Fire Co. Bingo: Open Noon, 
First Game – 2 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Adult Forum: Town & Gown 
Relationships, 9:15-10:15 am,
Presbyterian Congregation, 
Union & Water Sts.,

LOWER SWATARA TWP.
• Lions – 6:30 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Walk-In Immunization Clinic
49 Wilson St. – 9:30-11:30 am
  • MASD: Athletic/Activities – 
6:30 pm, Operations – 7 pm
• Historical Restoration – 6:30 pm
• LIbrary: LEGO® Jr. Maker Club 
– 6:30 pm

 BLACK HISTORY MONTH LONDONDERRY TWP.
• Fire Co. – 8 pm
• Senior Citizens – 1 pm 

MIDDLETOWN
• Boro Authority – 7:30 pm
• Library: Book Club – 6 pm, 
LEGO® Jr. Maker Club – 6:30 pm

DAUPHIN CO.
• Conservation District – 11 am
• Emergency Planning Comm. 
– 10 am

EAT ICE CREAM FOR 
BREAKFAST DAY 

STEELTON
Established 1880

Our Renaissance Starts Now . . . 
Steelton is Open for Business with 
Tax Incentives for New Business

Maria R. Marcinko, Mayor
Doug Brown, Borough Manager
Terry Carroll, Accounts Payable
Rosemarie Paul, Asst. Treasurer
Michele Powell, Utility Billing Clerk
Marianne Reider, Tax Collector

Borough Council:
Je� ery L. Wright, President

Brian Proctor, Pro-Tem
Keontay Hodge
Michael Segina

Kelly Kratzer
Michael Albert

SUPERBOWL SUNDAY

MIDDLETOWN
• Adult Forum: Lend A Hand 
– 9:15-10:15 am, Presbyterian 
Congregation, Union & Water 
Sts.

YOU CAN COUNT ON US...

CHERRY MONTH 

MIDDLETOWN
• Sons of Am. Legion – 5 pm
• Adult Forum: Town & Gown 
Relationships – 9:15-10:15 pm,
Presbyterian Congregation, 
Union & Water Sts.

HUMMELSTOWN
• Bingo Blast, Hummelstown 
Fire Co., Doors open 5 pm, First 
game 7 pm

MIDDLETOWN
• Adult Forum: Town & Gown 
Relationships, 9:15-10:15 am,
Presbyterian Congregation, 
Union & Water Sts.
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made it to the big club, but he 
spent several seasons playing in 
the minors.

Several other members of  the 
1968 team attained success both 
on the field and off.

Richard “Dick” Barnoski, an-
other starter on the 1968 team, 
was a starter on the Dickinson 
College basketball team for three 
years. In 1973, they almost beat 
Georgetown and their new coach, 
John Thompson Jr., but the Hoyas 
beat the Red Devils at the buzzer.

Barnoski got an accounting 
degree and became a CPA at a big 
firm in Philadelphia. Four years 
later he said, “I gotta get back to 
God’s country” and moved back 
here to work for the Hershey Co. 
for 29 years.

Today Barnoski is a part-time 
consultant in the commodities 
business. He lives on Roosevelt Av-
enue, just down the street from the 
house he grew up in Middletown.

Etter went on to play basketball 
at Lebanon Valley College and was 
inducted into the college’s Hall 
of  Fame. A history major, Etter 
taught world history at Lower 
Dauphin School District for 34 
years and coached basketball for 
13 years.

Ed Chubb, also a starter on the 
1968 team, played basketball at 
Penn State University and was a 
captain of  the team in the 1972-73 
season.

John Scudder, another mem-
ber of  the second team that year, 
played fullback on the football 
team at Shippensburg University 
and went on to serve as high school 
principal at a number of  schools 
in the Harrisburg area.

Ed Tennis, a starter who got hurt 
in the second game of  the season 
— the Blue Raiders’ only loss that 
year, to Steelton-Highspire — 
played quarterback and defensive 
back for Virginia Tech. Tennis died 
from pancreatic cancer.

Harold Brown, who started on 
the 1968 team as a senior, played 
basketball at a junior college in 
California. 

Owen Hannah, another mem-
ber of  the deep bench on that 
1968 team, played basketball and 
baseball at California University 
of  Pennsylvania. Brett Whittle, 
also a member of  the second team, 
played football at the University 
of  Detroit.

Charles Bowen, who along with 
Clifton Brown was brought up to 
the varsity late in the 1968 season, 
has made his own mark at Middle-
town Area School District. He was 
a driver’s education instructor, 
has been coach of  the golf  team 
for 30 years, and was head varsity 
basketball coach in the 2000s.

Building a foundation
As good as the 1968 team turned 

out to be, no one went into the 
season predicting the team would 
win a state championship, or come 
even close to doing anything like 
that.

Russ Trimmer had built a solid 
foundation for success as head 
coach, leading Middletown to five 
Capital Area Conference titles 
from 1961 to 1966. Then Trimmer 
got a job as the head basketball 
coach at Juniata College. 

Taking his place would be 
Casper Voithofer, a young social 
studies teacher who came to 
Middletown in 1965 along with his 
wife, Cathy, also a school teacher.

Voithofer, whose father was a 
coal miner with a seventh-grade 
education, had played basketball 
at California University of  Penn-
sylvania.

Athletics was seen as a ticket 
out of  the coal mining region, 
but Voithofer and his wife prob-
ably never would have come to 
Middletown if  not for the closing 
of  Olmsted Air Force Base.

Voithofer’s aunt lived in Middle-
town and was married to a man 
who was stationed at Olmsted. 
Like so many others, they were 
looking to be transferred to San 
Antonio or to other air force bases 
around the country in the wake 
of  the decision to close Olmsted. 

“He had about four or five years 
to go for retirement,” Voithofer 
said of  his aunt’s husband dur-
ing an interview with the Press & 
Journal on Friday, Jan. 26. “They 
didn’t know what to do with their 
house. They said there are a lot 
of  openings out here, why don’t 
you get a teaching job? You can 
pay off the rent on our home. We 
are gonna be back in a few years.”

The district persuaded Voithofer 
to coach the junior varsity bas-
ketball team and when Trimmer 
moved on, Voithofer found himself  
head coach of  the varsity program 
in 1967.

The team did well in Voithofer’s 
first year. Going into 1968, Voithofer 
was 25, not much older than the 

kids he was coaching.
“We thought we could compete 

for our league (the Capital Area 
Conference)” going into 1968, 
Voithofer said. “There was no 
question. Could we go beyond our 
league? Were we big enough? Were 
we talented enough?”

Those were the unknowns. Hav-
ing come from western Pennsyl-
vania, Voithofer knew how good 
the teams were out there. They 
dominated the state, and teams 
from the rest of  Pennsylvania 
typically couldn’t beat the squads 
from the west.

Battle-tested
Trimmer had established a 

program of  pressure defenses and 
fast break offenses that Voithofer 
continued, said Barnoski.

The team had veteran leader-
ship going into 1968, with “Skeez” 
Twardzik and Brown having been 
starters on the varsity since 1966. 
Etter was beginning his second 
year as a starter.

“They were battle-tested, to say 
the least, going into 1968,” Barnos-
ki said. The team also had a deep 
bench, made up of  Ulsh, Tennis, 
Scudder, Whittle and Hannah.

The players on the team had 
been playing together for years, 
going back as far as the seventh 
grade under the tutelage of  coach 
John Rowan.

Etter remembers he and the oth-
ers from the 1968 squad enduring 
four-hour practices on Saturdays 
as seventh-graders under Rowan.

“He instilled in us the funda-
mentals,” Etter said of  Rowan. 
By the time 1968 arrived “I think 
we would have been picked to win 
the league.”

An early loss
Whatever those expectations 

were, they took a hit on just the 
second game of  the season, when 
the Blue Raiders lost to Steel-High 
55-40.

“That sort of  dashed our hopes 
that we would be anything spe-
cial,” Barnoski said. The next 
day’s practice under Voithofer was 
“a tough one.”

Tennis got hurt in the game 
against Steel-High. The team 
needed some height, so Voithofer 
moved 6-foot-4 Chubb up to the 
varsity, along with Barnoski, who 
was known as a good shooter.

“We made some changes in our 
direction and in our starting line 
up and the way we were going to 
approach things,” Voithofer said. 
“Not away from our system, not 
away from what had been good 
for us for years. We just had to do 
some changes.”

The team started winning, and 
winning, and winning. From that 
1-1 start, the team reeled off 17 
straight regular season victories.

Other than a 14-point win over 
Hershey late in the season, the 
games weren’t close. The Blue 
Raiders typically won by 20, 30, 
even 50 or more points at times.

“Our identity was we defended 
and we ran,” Twardzik said. The 
team also had a chemistry that 
worked.

“We were an ego-less team,” he 
added. “Nobody felt like they had 
to score every game. We had a 
group of  very unselfish guys who 
put the team success in front of  
their own.”

Etter gives much of  the credit to 
Voithofer, whom he said was doing 
things that no other coach in the 
area was doing.

“Casper threw in a variety of  
presses,” he said. “We were really 
good at changing these presses 
and keeping teams off balance. 
They never knew what we were 
going to run.”

“We pressed full court and we 
fast-broke every possession that 
we got that was reasonably pos-
sible,” Voithofer said. 

He described games that would 
start fairly even, maybe 8 to 8. The 
Blue Raiders would catch fire, and 
before you knew it they were up 
23-8 and the other team’s coach 
was calling time out because that 
was the only way to slow Middle-
town down.

The crowd goes wild
Middletown had had a strong 

basketball and football tradition 
going back to the 1940s. The play-
ers who had been on those teams 
came out to all the games in 1968. 
They wanted to be a part of  it.

“As the season progressed it 
wasn’t a question of  what you 
were going to do on Tuesday and 
Friday,” Voithofer said. You went 
to the basketball games. 

“If  you didn’t get in the gym 
with a seat at 6 o’clock, which was 
before the JV game, you didn’t 
have a seat.”

The team and the crowd fed off 

each other. 
“We couldn’t go fast enough for 

them,” Voithofer said of  the home 
crowds. “Our kids got fueled by 
that.”

During one of  the rare home 
games when it seemed as though 
the Blue Raiders were having a 
hard time getting going, the crowd 
stepped in to make it happen.

“If  it looked like you weren’t 
really good that night, if  things 
weren’t clicking, man (the crowds) 
would get up and start yelling and 
screaming,” Voithofer said. “All of  
a sudden, when we did make that 
surge to win a game, they would 
feel like they were a part of  it — as 
if  to say, ‘Hell, they weren’t doing 
too good until we started giving 
them hell.’ They were seeing this 
motor running, and they wanted 
to be in that motor.”

Despite the lopsided margins of  
victory, Voithofer wasn’t one to 
run up the score. By halftime or the 
third quarter, Middletown often 
had such a big lead that Voithofer 
would take the first team out and 
bring the second team in.

The problem was, the second 
team was almost as good as the 
starters, Etter said. Voithofer 
had instilled intense competition 
between the starters and the sec-
ond team, and when the reserves 
got a chance to play, they gave it 
all they had.

After becoming a starter, Bar-
noski said he remembers going to 
school on days when he was “sick 
as a dog.”

“I would not miss a practice or 
a game because I did not want to 
lose my job,” he said. “Our second 
team would have beaten any first 
team in the league. They pushed 
us constantly.”

Middletown was for real
As the wins kept coming, the 

Blue Raiders knew they were 
good. They started seeing the 
articles in the local paper written 
by reporters who covered a lot of  
games, saying that Middletown 
was for real.

Voithofer didn’t talk about it, 
Twardzik said. A disciplinarian, 
he just kept working the team 
hard. To toughen up the team he 
made them run wind sprints and 
wouldn’t let them drink water, 
something Voithofer says he prob-
ably couldn’t get away with today.

‘’Yeah, they’re drinking water 
over at Hershey but you here you 
don’t need water,’” Voithofer re-
members telling the team. 

Years later Barnoski told him 
that the team would run down-
stairs and “drink like hell” but 
not let the coach know.

Still, Voithofer wondered if  it 
would be good enough, given the 

opponents that he knew were 
looming in the west. And before 
that, the Blue Raiders had to get 
through districts.

Middletown’s second game in 
the district playoffs was against 
Eastern York. Before the game, the 
Eastern York coach was quoted in 
the local paper saying he “wasn’t 
much impressed” with Middle-
town, Etter remembers.

Middletown blew out Eastern 
York by 57 points, 108-51. As the 
Eastern York coach was forced to 
walk by the Blue Raiders’ fans in 
the stands, he was greeted with 
a chorus of  “Are you impressed? 
Are you impressed? Are you im-
pressed?” Etter said.

A future pro awaits
After defeating Conrad Weiser, 

Ephrata and Wissahickon, Middle-
town advanced to the eastern 
championship to face a Mansfield 
team featuring Tom McMillen, a 
6-foot-10 inch center who in Feb-
ruary 1970 would make the cover 
of  Sports Illustrated as “the best 
high school player in America.”

But in 1968, McMillen and Man-
sfield weren’t enough for the Blue 
Raiders, who won by 12 points.

A Rhodes Scholar, McMillen 
went on to the University of  Mary-
land and an 11-year career in the 
NBA, before serving as a member 
of  the U.S. Congress for six years.

That left the state championship 
game to be played at Pittsburgh’s 
Civic Arena against East Brady, a 
western powerhouse that featured 
the brother of  Jim Kelly, who as a 
quarterback led the Buffalo Bills 
to four straight Super Bowls and 
was inducted into the Pro Football 
Hall of  Fame in 2002.

Voithofer had arranged for 
seven people he knew to scout 
East Brady. When they called and 
Voithofer told them Middletown 
had beaten Mansfield by 12, his 
team of  scouts told Voithofer 
that the Blue Raiders would beat 
East Brady by 30 — an unheard of  
margin of  victory for a team from 
the east over a team from the west.

The Blue Raiders fans traveled 
well, of  course, with about 300 
buses making the journey from 
Middletown to Pittsburgh for the 
big game on March 22, 1968.

The game started ominously, to 
say the least. Twardzik got into 
early foul trouble and had to be 
taken out.

“I’m sure there were some 
people who said, ‘Well, we got a 
shot at them now,’” Voithofer said.

But the rest of  the team stepped 
up in a big way. Harold Brown 
probably had his best game ever, 
scoring 21 points. 

Also, “we had some subs who 
came in and just played super 
and didn’t miss a beat,” Voithofer 
said. “It wasn’t until later on that 
we realized that we had actually 
begun to pull away when Twardzik 
was sitting on the bench, but it was 
because we practiced that way all 
the time. Our subs knew that the 
competition was great and that 
when they got in there they better 
perform.”

The final score was Middletown 
78, East Brady 48 — just like the 
scouts called it for Voithofer.

Barnoski scored 14, Ulsh regis-
tered 13, and Twardzik and Etter 
both had 12 points.

A parade through town
The game was on a Friday. The 

team didn’t return until Saturday 
afternoon.

On the way home about a half  
hour outside of  Middletown, 
the team bus got word — how 
Voithofer isn’t sure because this 
was long before cellphones — 
that the Middletown police and 
firetrucks would meet them right 
off the Pennsylvania Turnpike, to 
escort the team bus on a parade 
through the town.

“Who orchestrated that, I don’t 
know,” Voithofer said. 

The parade went through town 
and hit the neighborhoods where 
the players were from. 

People were out on their porches 
“in any kind of  clothing” Voithofer 
recalls, laughing. Banners and 
signs were everywhere. People 
were yelling and screaming in a 
wild celebration.

The parade ended at the high 
school gym, which was set up with 
a public address system so that all 
the players and all the coaches 
could have their say speaking to 
the crowd, if  they wanted to.

Voithofer said he thinks the 
place was filled, but he really can’t 
remember. He was “oblivious.”

“We’re talking 29 games, a lot of  
stress, a lot of  pressure one-game-

MIDDLETOWN AREA HIGH SCHOOL 
1968 ROSTER 

Uniforms 
White Blue Name Class Height
12 13 Edward Tennis senior 6 feet
14 15 David Twardzik  senior 6 feet
20 21 Charles Bowen junior 5 feet 8 inches
22 23 Harold Brown  senior 5 feet 10 inches
24 25 Richard Barnoski junior 5 feet 10 inches 
30 31 Owen Hannah senior 6 feet 1 inch 
32 33 Clifton Brown soph. 5 feet 11 inches
40 41 Barry Ulsh soph.  6 feet 2 inches
42 43 John Scudder junior  5 feet 11 inches
44 45 Brett Whittle senior  5 feet 11 inches
50 51 Charles Etter senior  6 feet 2 inches
52 53 Edward Chubb junior 6 feet 4 inches
Head coach: Casper Voithofer
Assistant coach: Kenneth Miller
Director of athletics: Galen L. Farner 
Principal: Edward E. Brunner 
   
   % shots Free % FTs
Player Games Pts. made  throws made Fouls
Twardzik 22 372 54.1 72 66.0 43 
Brown 22 303 48.9 37 82.2 48 
Etter 22 210 48.1 71 87.0 47 
Chubb 22 156 52.8 24 46.1 46 
Barnoski 22 288 49.3 48 77.4 35 
Ulsh 21 129 45.6 23 63.9 29 
Tennis 17 64 31.4 10 62.5 16 
Hannah 22 94 32.7 20 62.5 19 
Whittle 21 29 30.2 3 50.0 13 
Scudder  20 19 18.1 7 46.6 32 
TOTAL 22 1727 46.6 316 66.8 328

Season results (28-1)
William Penn, 55-34 
Steelton-Highspire, 40-55 
Mechanicsburg, 59-34 
Lower Dauphin, 77-54 
Susquehanna Township, 85-34 
Annville-Cleona, 84-36 
Palmyra, 92-37 
Hershey, 69-49 
East Pennsboro, 78-35 
Redland, 85-28 
Cumberland Valley, 72-31 
Milton Hershey, 106-39 
Mechanicsburg, 95-33 
Lower Dauphin, 90-69 
Susquehanna Township, 82-37 

Annville-Cleona, 69-34 
Palmyra 106-41 
Hershey, 57-43 
East Pennsboro, 80-47
Red Land, 91-45
Cumberland Valley, 76-44
Milton Hershey, 83-56
Kishacoquillas, 101-55
Eastern York, 108-51
Conrad Weiser, 56-47
Ephrata, 64-43
Wissahickon, 79-57
Mansfield, 65-53
East Brady, 78-48
SEASON: 2,282 to 1,268 points

Celebrating the milestone
Middletown Area School District is holding a series of events to mark the 

50th anniversary of the 1968 varsity Blue Raider basketball team that won the 
state championship.

On Friday, Feb. 2, several members and coaches of the 1968 team will 
be recognized at halftime of the home varsity basketball game between 
Middletown and West Perry.

During that same halftime, the original 1968 championship sign that used 
to hang in the gym of the old high school will be rehung in the gym of the 
current high school. The sign has been repaired and repainted thanks to the 
Middletown Area Alumni Association.

In addition, at 1 p.m. on Monday Feb. 5, the district radio station WMSS 91.1 
FM will air a 44-minute interview with Casper Voithofer, head coach of the 1968 
state basketball championship team.

Voithofer was interviewed by WMSS General Manager John Wilsbach, who 
has also been interviewing members of the 1968 team during halftimes of Blue 
Raider basketball games being broadcast by the station.

1968: State championship team took a strong foundation and built on it to bring Middletown the title
From page A1

SUBMITTED PHOTO

David Twardzik poses last year with the NBA championship trophy he helped 
to win as a member of the Portland Trailblazers in 1977. 

The State Championship Cup was presented to Casper Voithofer, coach of 
the Blue Raiders, after the team’s impressive 78-48 win March 22, 1968, 
in Pittsburgh by Henry Pharaoh, game manager. Each of the players also 
received a medal, and local fans gave them a reception in nearby Chatham 
Center following the game.

David Twardzik goes up for a shot in 
the state title game.

Please see MORE 1968, page A8

Harold Brown came up big in the 
state title game, scoring 21 points.
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at-a-time atmosphere. You lose 
one, you’re out. You’re going home. 
You’re one of  the good teams this 
year but not good enough,” he 
said. “I said a few things, prob-
ably thanks for all the support, I 
probably took the trophy and said 
‘this is for you.’”

“I can remember my wife saying, 
‘What do you want to do?’ I said, 
‘Go home and sleep. I’m tired of  the 
crowds I’m tired of  the stress I’m 
tired of  the goal and the anticipa-
tion and the marching toward that 
goal. I don’t have anything left. I 

gave it all.”

Memories for a lifetime
One of  the memories that sticks 

out for Twardzik is that road 
trip to Pittsburgh to play in the 
championship. A Middletown 
native whose father worked at 
the Olmsted base, Twardzik said 
it was probably the first time he 
ever stayed in a hotel.

Sometime before the champion-
ship game, the Blue Raiders went 
to see a game played by the Pitts-
burgh Pipers, who were part of  the 
American Basketball Association. 
Twardzik played with the Virginia 

Squires in the old ABA before join-
ing Walton and the Trailblazers in 
the NBA in 1976.

“Seeing a pro game and then 
winning the state championship— 
just the whole experience was 
unbelievable,” he said.

The media attention from 
winning the state championship 
catapulted the Blue Raider play-
ers to celebrity status throughout 
the region.

“Everybody knew you,” Barnos-
ki said. “After a couple of  years it 
sort of  wore off, but we always had 
that in our resume. We did what no 
one else had done in Middletown — 
played on a championship team.”

For Voithofer, winning the 1968 
state championship “provided 
opportunities that I had probably 
never thought of  before.”

Going from someone who was 
reluctant to become a coach in 
the first place, Voithofer all of  a 
sudden had the reputation of  be-
ing “brilliant,” he told the Press 
& Journal. 

“I got a chance to speak at clinics, 
people calling me and asking me 
about things, coaching wise, how 
did you do this or how did you do 
that. I loved to share it.”

Winning the championship of  
course meant that expectations 
were all the higher for the Blue 
Raiders going into the 1969 sea-
son, when Barnoski was a senior. 
Middletown was ranked number 
one in the state.

The team had a good year, finish-
ing 23-2, but lost in the first round 
of  the playoffs to Susquehannock, 
63-61.

“It was devastating,” Barnoski 
said.

Voithofer to Penn State
The very next day, Voithofer 

got a call from Penn State. They 
wanted to see Chubb play again 
and sign him to a four-year schol-
arship. After Voithofer told him 
that Middletown had lost and its 
season was over, Penn State of-
fered him an assistant coaching 
job at University Park.

“That probably changed my 
life,” Voithofer said. Had the call 
come later, he probably would 
have been over the loss and would 
have stayed at Middletown.

Instead, he went to Penn State. 
He credits the 1968 state champi-
onship experience — and his wife, 

Cathy — with giving him “the 
guts” to get his graduate degree 
while coaching at Penn State.

His life could have turned out 
much differently. While at Penn 
State he had opportunities to move 
up the college coaching ladder at 
other schools like the University 
of  Washington and Tulane.

That could have taken Voithofer 

on a path that could have eventu-
ally landed him a coaching job at a 
place like Duke, or North Carolina, 
or the NBA — all likely stemming 
from what happened in Pittsburgh 
on a March night in 1968.

Who knows.
Each time, Voithofer ended up 

staying at Penn State, after having 
a heart-to-heart talk with Cathy.

“She’d say, ‘Where is the Uni-
versity of  Washington?’ I’d say 
‘Seattle.’ She said, ‘Who do you 
know in Seattle?’ I said, ‘No one.’ 
She said, ‘If  we went out there as a 
family and they fired you, what do 
we do?’ I said, ‘I don’t know.’ She 
said ‘All of  our family is in Penn-
sylvania — so we don’t see them 
at Christmastime, we don’t see 
them at Thanksgiving anymore? 
Are you kidding me?”

Voithofer coached men’s basket-
ball in Puerto Rico three different 
times; in 1970, 1973 and in 1980. The 
league ran over the summer from 
Memorial Day to Labor Day.

 Four years after leaving Middle-
town, the head varsity basketball 
coaching job opened up again. 
Voithofer came back, after four 
stress-filled years at University 
Park. He also was head coach of  
the varsity baseball team from 
1974 to 1980. 

After becoming assistant prin-
cipal in 1980, he limited himself  to 
being head varsity baseball coach, 
a position he held for another year 
or two. 

He later was principal of  Dau-
phin County Vocational-Technical 
School. He then became principal 
at Middletown Area High School, 
and served in that role for close to 
11 years until he decided to retire 
at age 55.

“I thought there’s more to life 
than all these things. There’s more 
to life than coaching, more to life 
than being a principal,” Voithofer 
said. “People would say, ‘You were 
on a pedestal with basketball.’ 
I never thought of  it that way. I 
thought the kids had played well 
and I was the recipient of  a lot of  
glory. 

“Yeah we put those things in, but 
the kids did those things. I could 
have told those same things to less 
talented kids and we never would 
have achieved what we achieved.”

After retiring, Voithofer worked 
part-time for the school district 
raising money from alumni to sup-
port scholarships for deserving 
students, regardless of  whether 
they were involved in basketball 
or any other sport.

“That was a way for me to give 
back to the community,” he said.

Today at 75, Voithofer remains 
active with the Blue and Gold 
Club. He and Cathy live in Lower 
Swatara Township.
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Inclement Weather/Snow Date: Sunday, February 11th • Noon - 4:30 pm

Saturday, 
February 10th

4 pm - 10 pm

Food • Desserts • Beverages
Perohi • Halushki • Soup • Kielbasi Sandwiches • Hot Dogs • Potato Pancakes

Schnitzlies (European Hamburger) • Halupki • Delicious Desserts

Small Games of Chance • Kids’ Games
Continuous Music By The Polka Whoo & DJ Pete

$12 Platter Special 2 HALUPKI, 1 KIELBASI, 3 PEROHI, HALUSHKI & ROLL
Take-out Available!

St. Ann Byzantine Catholic Parish Center
5408 Locust Lane, Harrisburg • www.StAnnByz.org

FREE ADMISSION!
FUN, FOOD & FRIENDS...IT’S A PRE-LENTEN PARTY!FUN, FOOD & FRIENDS...IT’S A PRE-LENTEN PARTY!

Mardi Gras 

Slavic Style!

MORE 1968: Voithofer returns to Middletown after stint in State College as Penn State assistant coach
From page A7

Here comes the bus and the happy players, coaches and school officials. 
The team arrived home at 3 p.m. Saturday, March 23, 1968, and were met 
by thousands of local people who turned out to honor the victors. The high 
school gym never housed such a crowd.

A real welcome home was extended Saturday afternoon, March 23, 1968, to 
the Middletown Blue Raiders, who won the PIAA Class B State Championship 
in a final game with East Brady at Pittsburgh the night before. Local folks 
literally by the thousands turned out to greet the team. The high point, 
following a parade about town, was in the gym where Principal Edward 
Brunner, shown with back to camera, introduced the personnel to a record 
crowd.

Call (717) 533-8999Call ( 999

Be Our Valentine

1190 West Chocolate Avenue, Hummelstown • Dafnos.com
Monday - Saturday 11 am - 10 pm. Closed Sundays.

We are now accepting reservations 
Wednesday, February 14th - Saturday, February 17th.

Special Valentine’s Day Menu
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champions sports bar
300 second street, highspire

Mention this ad for 5% off your food package purchase!

Book Your special occasion with us!

birthday parties
rehearsal dinners

anniversaries
holiday parties

business meetings

retirement parties
graduations

funeral luncheons
class reunions

power point presentations

Perfect fo
r:

call 717-939-0488 OR 717-512-6696 to reserve your room today!

REGISTRATION
Lower Swatara Twp. Athletic Association

YOUTH BASEBALL, GIRLS’ SOFTBALL & TEENER BASEBALL

LSTAA Baseball and Softball registration for the 2018 season will be held at 
the Lower Swatara Municipal Building, 1499 Spring Garden Dr., Middletown

For questions, including cost and fundraiser 
options as well as online registration visit www.lstaa.org or call 

JASON WAGNER at 717-574-0536

Open to all kids living within Lower Swatara Township and Highspire. 
First year players must bring a copy of birth certifi cate and proof of residency document.

Volunteers for coaching are welcome and may sign up at registration.

ONLINE REGISTRATION IS OPEN
THROUGH FEBRUARY 4TH
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2 �ee!

No Limit
                         with $25 Order

By Larry Etter
Press & Journal Staff 

Last week was comparable to 
running a gauntlet for the Middle-
town boys basketball team, play-
ing five games in six days. 

Grueling, demanding and men-
tally taxing, not to mention 
physically testing, the busy span 
stretched the Blue Raiders to their 
limits as the team was forced to 
make up a couple of  previously 
postponed games along with keep-
ing up with their regularly sched-
uled contests as the cutoff date for 
District III qualifying approaches. 

Despite that heavy workload, 
the Raiders came away as victors 
in all five of  the games, passing a 
big test along the way. It all started 
last Monday with the team’s out-
standing win at Milton Hershey 
that got the Middletown squad off 
to a great start. 

On Tuesday, the Raiders defeat-
ed East Pennsboro. On Wednesday, 
the Blue Raiders stepped out of  
Mid-Penn Conference play in a 
win over visiting Eastern Lebanon 
County. On Friday, following a 
much-needed day off, the Raiders 

blasted visiting Camp Hill. On 
Saturday, the team enjoyed a suc-

cessful road trip to Mifflin County 
in a cross-over game. 

That string of  victories pushed 
the Middletown squad to a record 
of  12-5 and lifted the Raiders to 
third place in the District III-
AAAA power ratings. 

“That was huge,” Middletown 
coach Chris Sattele said of  the 
five-game winning streak. “It’s a 
credit to the kids, how hard they 
worked for it.” 

Entering this week, there were 
four games left in the regular sea-
son. The team, sitting in second 
place in the Mid-Penn Capital 
Division, was still hoping for some 
help to earn a share of  the title. 

The remaining schedule: At 
Trinity on Tuesday, Jan. 30; at 
home vs. West Perry on Feb. 2, at 
home vs. Boiling Springs on Feb. 
6, and at Lower Dauphin on Feb. 8.

Middletown 62, East Pennsboro 52
Following Monday’s pleasing 

81-55 victory at Milton Hershey 
the Blue Raiders played host to 
East Pennsboro on Tuesday. The 
Raiders led 17-10 after one quarter, 
33-26 at halftime and 45-34 by the 
end of the third period. With a solid 

finish, the Raiders turned away the 
Panthers 62-52 for the win. 

Chris Plummer led all scorers 
with 20 points while Ryan Hughes 
and Tre’ Leach collected 15 points 
each to lead the way. Antonio 
Gamble and David Alcock split 
12 points.

The Raiders did not get off to a 
good start, going 0-for-8 from the 
floor and suffering 4 turnovers 
before scoring their first points on 
a basket by Leach with 3:50 left in 
the opening period. Fortunately, 
the Panthers only led by a 4-0 count 
during that span. 

Following Leach’s score, Alcock 
and Gamble went back-to-back, 
aided by a pair of  Plummer assists, 
that eased the Raiders in front 
6-4. Although the Panthers tied 
the score at 6 on a goal by Zach 
Mulhouser, the Middletown five 
would not trail again in the game. 

The teams each scored 16 points 
in the second stanza, keeping the 
point spread at seven, 33-26, at half-
time. With defenses controlling 
the action, the teams collectively 
scored just 20 points in the third, 

What a week: Blue Raider 
boys win handful of games

Please see RAIDERS, page B6

Brady Fox, the all-time leading 
rusher in the history of  Middle-
town Area High School football, 
is a finalist for the 2017 Mr. PA 
Football Class 1A-3A.

Go to mrpafootball.com/vote-
now/ to vote for Fox. 

The senior finished with 4,375 
yards, easily besting Jaelen 
Thompson, who graduated last 
year with 3,855 yards. 

Thompson, in 2016, broke the 
previous record held by Rodney 
Ramsey (2006-2008), who had 3,409 
yards. Mike Corradi (1991-1993, 
3,301 yards), Scott Eberly (1987-
1989, 3,135 yards) and Earl Brown 
(1971-1973, 2,697 yards) are next 
on the list.  

Fox was one of  11 Middletown 
players selected for 15 Mid-Penn 
All Star Awards for 2017. He was 

named to the PA All State Team; 
All-Eastern PA Football Team; 
and Pennsylvania Football News 
All-State Team.

Over the last two seasons, he 
helped lead the Blue Raiders to 
back-to-back state title games and 
undefeated regular seasons.

The other five finalists are quar-
terback/athlete Ricky Guss of  
Quaker Valley, a senior; running 
back/linebacker Dylan Rabuck 
of  Williams Valley, a senior; wide 
receiver/defensive back Julian 
Fleming of  Southern Columbia, a 
sophomore; athlete/quarterback 
Robert Kennedy of  Jeannette, a 
senior; and linebacker Hunter 
Webb of  Loyalsock, a senior.

An awards banquet will be held 
Saturday, Feb. 10 at the Hilton 
Harrisburg.

MISS A WEEK.
MISS A LOT.
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Fox a finalist for Mr. PA Football

SPECIAL THE PRESS & JOURNAL  
BY EARL HAMMAKER

Brady Fox, seen here vs. Milton 
Hershey during the 2017 season, is a 
finalist for the Mr. PA Football Award.

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DONALD GRAHAM

Middletown girls basketball coach Ron Stetler, in blue shirt, says goodbye to seniors Makaila Nester (with Jeff and Carrie Nester), Erika Gonzalez (with 
Patricia and Pablo Gonzalez) and Morgan Noon (with Kim and BJ Noon) on Jan. 22, during Senior Night festivities. They lost to Milton Hershey, 50-43.

The Middletown girls basketball team 
won Jan. 23 but couldn’t keep the momen-
tum going, falling on the road Jan. 26 to 
Camp Hill to go to 6-10 on the season.

The Blue Raiders beat East Pennsboro, 
49-47, on Jan. 23.

Sophomore Kate Fitzpatrick scored 
21 points, including a couple of  key free 
throws down the stretch, and seniors 
Makaila Nester and Morgan Noon added 
11 and 6 points, respectively. Jae Keller 
and Ayanna Reeves both had 4 points, and 
Joci Koser added 3. Fitzpatrick also had 5 
assists and 11 rebounds.

A 14-3 advantage in the third quarter was 
the difference. The Blue Raiders trailed 

32-27 at halftime.
It was a different story Jan. 26 when the 

Blue Raiders visited Camp Hill. They didn’t 
reach double digits in any period and fell 
63-30, with standout Diamond Bragg scor-
ing 26 for the Lions (15-4 on the season).

Fitzpatrick had 10 points and 12 re-
bounds. Nester added 8 points, Koser had 
6, Keller had 4 and Noon added 2.

Camp Hill outscored the Raiders 20-6 
in both the first and second quarters and 
led 59-21 heading into the fourth quarter.

The Raiders played Trinity at home 
Tuesday and play host to Annville-Cleona 
on Thursday, then visit West Perry on 
Friday.

Raider girls split pair, say goodbye to seniors

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DONALD 
GRAHAM

Middletown’s Tyler Petroski drives 
to the hoop Tuesday, Jan. 23, during 
the Blue Raiders’ 62-52 win vs. East 
Pennsboro.

Senior Makaila Nester shoots vs. Milton Hershey Jan. 22.



Faced with a $300,000 deficit, the 
Middletown Area School Board 
proposed a preliminary general 
fund budget for the 2010-11 school 
year that would raise real estate 
taxes by 10.15 percent.

District Finance Director Da-
vid Franklin blamed the deficit 
largely on an increase in pen-
sion contributions, but noted the 
budget is a work in progress and 
could change. 

This time last year the district 
faced a 7.4 percent tax hike, but 
was able to eliminate expenses to 
avoid it, he said. 

Under the proposal outlined 
Monday night, the real estate mill-
age would increase from 19.94 to 
21.96 mills. 

At that millage, a resident with 
a home assessed at $100,000 would 
pay $2,196 in property tax per year, 
an increase of  $202.

The main reason for the increase 
is a pension crisis facing all school 
districts in Pennsylvania caused 
by an increase in employer con-
tributions, Franklin said.

The Public School Employees 
Retirement System voted to in-
crease the employer contribution 
to the system for the 2010-11 school 
year to 8.22 percent, a 72 percent 
increase over the 2009-10 rate, ac-
cording to the district.

The employer contribution rate 
is projected to increase sharply 
in the next four years, reaching a 
peak of  33.60 percent in the 2014-15 
school year, Franklin said.

The projected increases in em-
ployer contribution would cost 
MASD and its taxpayers an addi-
tional $14,434,657 beginning with 
the 2010-11 school year through the 
2014-15 school year, even with no 
increase in salaries, officials said.

Other headlines
• Haiti’s plight touches hearts
• Car dealer to be tried for fraud
• County recycling center will take bulky waste
• Boys basketball: Middletown buzzer beater stuns Falcons

News from the Wednesday, Jan. 27, 2010 edition of  the Press & Journal

Hot buys
• Valentine special: Purchase any tanning program at regular 

price and get a second tanning program half  off. Touch of  Class 
tanning salon, 2 S. Union St., Middletown.

• Get started now, as low as $10 per month. Through fitness 
assessment, weight loss, nutrition, strength/endurance/ton-
ing. Middletown/Elizabethtown Fitness Club, 1 Pineford Drive, 
Middletown.

• 1355 Butterchurn Road, Old Reliance Farm, Middletown. 3,900 
total square feet; 2,300 square feet finished living space; 1,600 
square feet of  finishable basement (even under the garage); cathe-
dral entryway, chair rail, shadow boxes, and custom oak railings; 
3 bedrooms with first-floor master suite. $295,000

Middletown school taxes to rise 10 percent

Workers remove soil contaminated with arsenic from the Highspire Waste Water Treatment Plant site. Workers must 
wear special disposable Tyvek suits when working with the soil.

Elevated levels of  arsenic have 
been found in soil at the Highspire 
Waste Water Treatment Plant, 
slowing the pace of  upgrading 
the plant to meet tougher envi-
ronmental standards and adding 
as much as $700,000 more to the 
cost, officials said.

Arsenic, a naturally occurring 
substance linked to cancer, was 
found at levels ranging from 14 
to 83 parts per billion, said Chris 
Foreman, an engineer with Rettew 
Associates, project manager. The 
site average was 38 ppb, he said.

The Pennsylvania Department 
of  Environmental Protection’s 

threshold for arsenic is 43 ppb, 
he said. 

“There is no danger to the pub-
lic and workers are taking the 
necessary safety requirements,” 
Foreman said.

According to the National 
Ground Water Association, arse-
nic occurs naturally in rocks, soils, 
and waters. It is odorless and taste-
less. Exposure to arsenic at high 
levels has been linked to cancer.

The contamination of  arsenic 
was found throughout the site at 

depths ranging from 18 inches to 
6 feet, Foreman said. To reduce 
exposure to the toxin, 3-5 truck-
loads of  rock are delivered to the 
site each day to cover the site, 
Foreman said.

Highspire Authority will apply 
for grants through DEP to help 
offset the additional cost, Fore-
man said.

What happens to the contami-
nated soil will depend on the size 
of  the grant that the authority 
receives, said Foreman.

Removing the contaminated 
soil is costing the authority about 
$35,000 a month, he said. The costs 
include supplying workers with 
disposable Tyvek suits, a safety 
shower, clean rooms for changing, 
and digging equipment, officials 
said. 

The black-stained contaminated 
soil could remain on-site at a cost 
of  $700,000, said Von Hess, presi-
dent of  the borough authority. 
Removing it to a special dump site 
would cost about $3 million.

Officials: 
Arsenic 
in soil 
not a 
threat

ARIES March 21-April 20
Positive thinking can help you 
overcome obstacles, and so 
can taking action. You’re not 
one for sitting idly by watching 
things go on around you.
TAURUS April 21-May 21
Taurus, now is a good time 
for self-analysis. Address 
something that has been on 
your mind. You will have the 
complete support of family 
and friends.
GEMINI May 22-June 21
Gemini, with so many changes 
going on in your life,  you may 
want to share every detail with 
others, But it could be better 
to keep information to yourself 
until things are more stable.

CANCER June 22-July 22
Cancer, sometimes the best 
way to help someone is to let 
him or her learn a lesson the 
hard way. Offer support, but 
resist the urge to take over. 
LEO July 23-Aug. 23
Make an effort to reorganize 
your priorities, Leo. If you focus 
too much on a relatively insig-
nificant issue, this may find 
you dealing with more things 
than you can presently handle.
VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22
A third party might help you 
and your significant other 
see things from a different 
perspective. This point of view 
may be just what you both 
need.

LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23
Don’t hesitate to pursue a 
career opportunity that your 
intuition is telling you is the 
right move. Trust your instincts 
in regard to your professional 
life. 
SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22
This week you may need some 
time to recuperate out of the 
spotlight. Others may have 
been asking a lot of you, and 
down time will help you to 
relax. 
SAGITTARIUS  
Nov. 23-Dec. 21
Accept help when it is offered, 
Sagittarius. Express your 
thanks to the one who has 
extended the hand. Assistance 

can reduce any stress that 
may have been building.
CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
It may be time for a change of 
scenery. Consult with others if 
you think this change is some-
thing you need and will benefit 
from in the long-term.
AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18
Your spirits are soaring  and 
you want to share your good 
fortune with others. Connect 
with friends or family and en-
joy the good times ahead.
PISCES Feb. 19-March 20
Pisces, once your mind is set 
on something, it will take a 
monumental effort to shift it in 
another direction. Try to look at 
things from various angles.

ACROSS
 1. Warm-blooded ver-

tebrates
 8. Semitic peoples
13. Supervise
14. Historical German 

territory
15. Sweat
19. The Wolverine 

State
20. China
21. Violent distur-

bances
22. A way to com-

memorate the 
dead

23. Midway between 
east and southeast

24. Bird genus
25. Trim
26. Disparaged
30. More coherent
31. Abnormal rattling 

sounds
32. Healthy appetiz-

ers

33. Partner to 
“shocked”

34. French pianist 
Pascal

35. Jokes
38. Marks to omit 

print
39. Tall
40. Coverage
44. “A Death in the 

Family” author
45. Role of highlights
46. Fixed-radio ac-

cess
47. Partly digested 

food
48. “Lamb Chop” 

puppeteer Lewis
49. In support of
50. Aluminum
51. Reduction in value 

over time
55. Running events
57. Portuguese region
58. Slovenly women
59. Strongly criticized

DOWN
 1. Wiped up
 2. Opposed to
 3. Macon, GA, uni-

versity
 4. Wife
 5. Small viper
 6. Polynesia garland 

of flowers
 7. Saw-like
 8. Maltese-Italian 

composer Gi-
rolamo

 9. Moved faster than 
walking

10. Commercial
11. Covered with mud
12. Marksmen
16. Buenos __ 
17. Tailless amphibian
18. Belonging to a 

thing
22. Mars crater
25. Most fair
27. Citrus fruit
28. Awkward

29. Brews
30. Beloved late 

broadcaster Craig
32. All alone
34. Copies
35. Poster
36. Symmetrical
37. Grew older
38. Makes tractors
40. Not the front
41. State as fact
42. Long, narrow cut
43. Worked hard for
45. Indicates position 

in a box score
48. Tax
51. “Lookout Week-

end” singer Debbie
52. Unhealthy
53. Imam name __ 

Khan
54. A woolen cap of 

Scottish origin 
(abbr.)

56. The Golden State
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Organization 
word search

Assistance
Cabinet
Category
Cleaning
Closets
Clothing

Coordinate
Digital
Discard
Divide
Donation
Drawers
Files
Fold
Garbage

Hang
Hooks
Inventory
Label
Orderly
Organized
Paperwork
Piles
Recycle

Scan
Shelving
Sort
Stack
Storage
Stress
Supplies
Task
Vertical
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PUZZLES AND HOROSCOPE
SUDOKU  

Guess Who? answer: Stephen Hawking 

Puzzles are a 9-by-9 
grid, broken down into 
nine 3-by-3 boxes. 
Nos. 1 through 9 must 
fill each row, column 
and box. Each number 
can appear only once 
in each row, column 
and box. Figure out the 
order by using the nu-
meric clues provided. 
The more you name, 
the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle.

GUESS WHO? (answer below Word Search)

I am a legendary physicist born in England on Jan. 
8, 1942. I gained renown after creating a cosmology 
that relied on the unification of the theory of relativity 
and quantum mechanics.

The Unit 1 nuclear reactor at 
Three Mile Island returned to 
service early Sunday, ending one 
of  the longest, and apparently  
costliest, refueling outages in 
recent memory.

The plant shut down Oct. 26 
after setting a 705-day continu-
ous operation world record for 
a pressurized water reactor, and 
remained off line for some 90 
days, about three times longer 
than normal, TMI spokesman 
Ralph DeSantis said.

This outage was unique, how-
ever. Along with routine main-
tenance and refueling — about a 
third of  the plant’s nuclear fuel 
was replaced — Exelon workers 
installed two steam generators at 
a cost of  more than $300 million.

“Things went well,” DeSantis 
said.

Exelon brought in about 3,000 
extra employees, nearly twice 
the normal amount, to help with 

work.
Despite the generators’ mas-

sive size, weighing nearly 500 
tons apiece; and the number of  
workers involved, there were no 
serious injuries, he said.

There was a radiation leak, 
however, that exposed some 20 
workers to low levels of  radia-
tion on Nov. 21. The incident, at-
tributed to a change in air flow 
that pulled radiation out of  the 
old steam generator as it was 
being removed, disrupted activ-
ity inside the reactor building 
for about a day, but had no sig-
nificant impact on the project, 
officials said.

In addition to the generators, 
Exelon spent $25 million to re-
place the wooden frame at the 
base of  the two Unit 1 cooling 
towers with a composite mate-
rial that will require less main-
tenance and allow the plant to 
do more cooling with less water.

Long, costly outage 
sets up TMI for 2034
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Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street • 717-944-5835
Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

Ebenezer African Methodist Episcopal Church
329 Market Street, Middletown
Pastor C. VICTORIA BROWN, M.Div. • 717-215-280-0798
Church School - 10 am •Worship Service - 11 am

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of  441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766 
Sunday Worship:
Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am
Christian Child Care - 717-985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown
717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 
Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown
717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF
Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

New Beginnings Church 
at the Riverside Chapel
630 South Union St., Middletown • 717-388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 717-944-4322
Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown
Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Sunday Worship - 10 am 
Sunday Church School  - 9 am - for all ages
Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   
Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown
PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Pastor James Lyles, 10xBetter
Phone 717-944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

To list your church service here, call 717-944-4628 
or email info@pressandjournal.com

for more information.

Directory 
of Services

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Calvary church has been a part of  the 
Middletown Borough community since 
1936. It has been our privilege to proclaim 
the good news of  Jesus Christ all these 
years and to do so knowing the good news 
has never changed in over 2000 years. We 
firmly hold to the Apostles’ Creed and the 
Westminster Confession of  Faith and its 
Larger and Shorter Catechisms as clearly 

teaching what Scripture teaches. If  we believe the Gospel of  
Christ, then by trusting in his death and resurrection for sinners 
we can and will be forgiven and saved from God’s wrath. Please 
join us each Sunday to hear the Gospel. 

 Our services are at 10:15 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. We are located at the 
corner of  Spruce and Emmaus 
streets here in Middletown. We 
have a fellowship meal following 
the 10:15 a.m. morning service 
on the first Sunday of  every 

month, free to all who come. We 
also have Sunday school classes 
for all ages at 9 a.m. and a Bible 
Study each Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
We are now studying the power 
of  prayer. 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 
 Ebenezer United Methodist Church and 
Childcare, 890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown 
invites everyone to join us for worship on 
Sunday mornings lead by Pastor Brad 
Gilbert.  Our services are relaxed and 
casual. We offer a traditional service at 8:45 
a.m. and a contemporary service with a 
band (electric guitars) at 10:45 a.m. At 10 
a.m., between services, there is a variety of  

Christian Education classes for all ages.   
 We have several things hap-

pening at Ebenezer and all are 
welcome. There is a prayer time, 
“Partners in Prayer” that meets 
the first Monday of  each month 
at 7 p.m. Through scripture, song, 
and meditation we experience 
the joy of  God’s presence. Have 
a favorite board game? “Game 
Night” is every third Monday at 
6:30 p.m. In February and March, 
due to egg making, Prayer Night 
will be the first Tuesday at 7 p.m. 

and Game Night will be the third 
Tuesday at 6:30 p.m. Our home-
made chocolate Easter eggs are 
available. We also have chocolate 
pretzels. For purchasing informa-
tion please contact Mel Bollinger 
at 717-583-0502, eve2mel@verizon.
net or Bill Hoch at 717-944-6080. 
We also offer a variety of  other 
groups including Bible studies. 

 Any questions please call us 
at 717-939-0766 or e-mail us at 
ebenezerumc890@outlook.com.

Evangelical United Methodist Church 
 Evangelical Church meets on the corner of  
Spruce and Water Streets at 157 E. Water St., 
Middletown, south of  Main St., behind the 
Turkey Hill convenience store. We invite 
you to attend our Sunday morning activi-
ties: Sunday school is at 9 a.m. and worship 
is at 10:15 a.m. When you walk in the door, 
you will see people of  all ages and walks of  
life, some dressed formally and others 

casually in jeans and sneakers. Come as you are.
 Our greeters wear nametags, 

so they are easy to find and they 
will be happy to help you if  you 
need any assistance or have a 
question. We celebrate com-
munion the first Sunday of  each 
month. In the spirit of  Jesus 
Christ, and as a congregation in 
the United Methodist Church, 
we welcome all (baptized or un-
baptized) to partake of  the holy 
sacrament. We invite you to ex-
perience life at Evangelical UMC. 
Whether you are looking for a 
community, are lonely, searching 
for the meaning of  life, or want 
to know more about Jesus, our 
doors are open for you. Check 
our website to learn more about 
us: www.eumch.org.

 This week’s worship assistants 
are as follows: Pastor – Lee Ellen-
berger; Liturgist – Wendy Kauff-
man; Organist – Don Cowsert Sr.; 
Choir Director – Erich Schlicher; 
Children’s Time – Kim Schlicher; 
Audio Visual – Steve Moyer, 
Jamal Warren and Justin Hahn; 

Head Usher – Shirley Kupp; 
Greeters – Marcia, Ethan and 
Mike Baker, and Kathy Frisbie; 
Nursery Caregivers – Gloria 
Clouser and Vickie Hubbard and 
our Sr. Choir members.

 The altar flowers today are giv-
en in memory of  wife Janet and 
son Lynn C. Meinsler by husband 
and father Charles Meinsler.

 This week’s schedule of  activi-
ties is as follows:

 Wed., Jan. 31: 6 p.m., Alco-
holics Anonymous Book Study 
Group; 6:30 p.m., Sr. Choir re-
hearsal in church sanctuary.

 Thurs., Feb 1: 10 a.m., In-
terfaith Council meeting at St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church.

 Sun., Feb. 4: 9 a.m., Sunday 
school; 10:15 a.m., Sunday Wor-
ship Service; 4 p.m., Youth Fel-
lowship at Evan.

 Tues., Feb. 6: 2 p.m., Prayer 
Shawl Ministry; 6 p.m., God’s 
Kitchen at Wesley, meal provided 
by Geyers.

New Beginnings Church of Middletown
 We are an independent body of  believers 
offering God’s invitation for a new begin-
ning to all who seek it. We exist to meet the 
spiritual, emotional and physical needs of  
all people through faith in Jesus Christ. We 
are a Safe Sanctuary congregation. 

 New Beginnings Church invites you to wor-
ship with us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Nurs-
ery and children’s church is provided. Our 

congregation meets at Riverside Chapel, 630 S. Union St., next to 
the Rescue Fire Company. Sunday School for all ages is at 9 a.m. 
We are handicap accessible via ramp at back door. For additional 
church information call 717-944-9595. For security purposes our 
back and side doors will be locked every Sunday morning at 10:30 
a.m. at the start of  worship. The only door for entry after that 
will be the front door.

 Sundays: Youth Fellowship 
meets every Sunday evening 
from 5 to 7 p.m. 

 Mondays: Men meet every 
Monday morning for prayer 
at 6 a.m. Community men are 
welcome; Sociable Seniors group 
meets the 1st and 3rd Mondays 
from 1 to 3 p.m. All are welcome.

 Wednesdays: Craft Group 
meets at 1 p.m.; Choir practice at 
6:30 p.m.

  Thursdays: Blanket makers 
meet the 1st and 3rd Thursdays 
of  the month at 9 a.m.; Interces-
sory Prayer meets at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by Bible Study at 7 p.m.

 Saturdays: We clean the 
Middletown Food Bank the 3rd 
Saturday every other month. The 
community is invited to partici-
pate in these important areas of  
our church life.

 February ushers: Bonny and 
Joel Guzzo, Jackie and Sam 
Rainal; Greeter: Bonnie Harper; 
Children’s church leaders for 
Feb. 4: Jackie Rainal and Mi-
chelle Strohecker.

 Undies Sunday’s are Feb. 18 
and 25. Collection of  underwear 
for the children in our elemen-
tary schools and homeless adults 

and veterans center.
Our prayer garden in the rear 

of  the yard has an 8-foot cross 
made out of  nails and is illumi-
nated at night.  From spring to 
winter benches are provided to 
use to meditate or just enjoy the 
beauty and quietness along the 
Swatara Creek.

 Pastor Britt writes a daily 
devotional on the Facebook page 
“Pastor Britt Strohecker.” In ad-
dition, he posts a pod cast of  Bi-
ble study many days on Facebook 
via YouTube. We invite everyone 
to tune him in for inspiration for 
their day.

 Our Sunday worship service 
is broadcast on the MAHS radio 
station, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. 
every Sunday afternoon. Listen 
on the radio or the Internet at 
www.pennlive.com/wmss/audio. 
Check us out on our website at 
www.newbeginningschurchmid-
dletownpa.com.

 Pastor Britt’s parting words 
each Sunday: “Nothing in this 
world is more important than the 
love of  Jesus Christ!” We invite 
you to come and experience this 
love.

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
 The Presbyterian Congregation is located at 
the corner of  Union and Water streets in 
downtown Middletown. We are a body of  
Christian people who reach out to others by 
sharing God’s Word, love, and fellowship. 
Warm greetings to one and all as we seek to 
grow closer to our Lord Jesus Christ.

 Thurs., 
Feb. 1: 7:15 

p.m., choir.
 Please join us at 10:30 a.m. 

on Sunday, Feb. 4 as our Pas-
tor Bruce Humphrey leads us 
in worship. Our sanctuary is 
air-conditioned and handicapped 
accessible, and there are also 
hearing devices for anyone want-
ing to use one. Nursery is avail-
able during the service, as well as 
Bible Listening bags for children 
to utilize during the service. Do 
join us!

 Our electronic newsletter can 
be accessed anytime at www.pc-
mdt.org...click on “resources”…
click on “newsletter.” (These 
are PDF files should open with 
Adobe Acrobat).

 The Parish Nurse is available 
by calling the church office at 
717-944-4322. For further infor-
mation, see our website www.
pcmdt.org, visit our Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/Pres-
byterianCongregation), or call 
the office.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring & 
Union Streets (121 N. Spring St), Middletown 
is a Reconciling In Christ Church. Please 
join us for worship. Our worship times are: 
Sunday morning worship at 10 a.m. Sunday 
Church School for all ages begins at 9 a.m.; 
Wednesday morning at 10 a.m.; Saturday 
evening at 5 p.m. Please enter the church 
through the parking lot door. Our Sunday 

worship service is broadcast at 11 a.m. on WMSS 91.1FM.
Church and Community 

Events: 
 Thurs., Feb. 1: 10 a.m., Middle-

town Interfaith Council meeting 
at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church.

 Sat., Feb. 3: 5 p.m., Holy Com-
munion – Sanctuary. 

 Sun., Feb. 4: 9 a.m., Luther 
Hall Sundays class: “Atul Ga-
wande: Being Mortal: Medicine 
and what matters in the end”; 10 
a.m., Holy Communion. Congre-
gational meeting after the 10 a.m. 
service.

 Mon., Feb. 12: 4:30 to 6:30 p.m., 
Community dinner at St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church.

 Wed., Feb. 14: Ash Wednesday 
services at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m.

 Food Pantry News: Especially 
needed are personal care/toiletry 
items: toilet tissue, deodorants, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, sham-
poos, conditioners, cotton swabs, 
tissues, soap, paper towels, etc. 
Items collected are taken to the 
Middletown Area Interfaith Food 
Pantry located at 201 Wyoming 
Street, Royalton. Individuals may 
also take items directly to the 
food pantry, which is open Tues-
days and Fridays, from 10 a.m. to 

12:30 pm. The Community Action 
Commission office is open Tues-
days and Fridays, from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m., at the same location. Food 
Pantry Sunday is Feb. 4 and the 
first Sunday of  each month.

 Visit our website at www.stpe-
tersmiddletown.org.

 Check us out on Facebook - St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church Middle-
town, PA. Go ahead “like” our 
Facebook page. Remember, if  you 
“Like” and “Follow” us on Face-
book when there are new “posts” 
you will be notified. Thanks.

 Scripture for Feb. 4: Isaiah 
40:21-31; Psalm 147:1-11, 20c; 1 
Corinthians 9:16-23; Mark 1:29-39.

Celebrate 
milestones!

&PRESS   JOURNAL

Let our creative department design 
a one-of-a-kind celebration ad just for 
you. Deadline for copy is Friday 3 pm 

prior to publication date. 

20 S. Union St, Middletown  
717-944-4628

Monday-Thursday 8-5; Friday 8-4

Consider the source.

Demand facts.

Support Real News.

www.pressandjournal.com
www.pnanewsmedia.org
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WITOLD 
WALCZAK

YOU SAID IT

Imagine an ordinary park-
ing space. Now add walls and a 
ceiling made of  thick concrete, 
closed off by a solid steel door. 
The lights are always on, so it’s 
never dark. You eat there, you 
sleep there. You are alone. Three 
times a day an officer slides a 
food tray through a slot. There 
is a toilet. A few times a week, if  
you’re lucky, you’re taken to a 
small cage where you can “exer-
cise,” alone. If  you are visited by 
family or clergy, you are not al-
lowed to touch them. You cannot 
participate in any vocational, 
recreational, or educational pro-
grams or any form of  communal 
religious worship or prayer.

This is life for a prisoner on 
Pennsylvania’s death row.

The policy of  the Pennsylvania 
Department of  Corrections is to 
house all prisoners with death 
sentences in solitary confine-
ment until they are executed or 
released. One prisoner has been 
in solitary for over 35 years. Of  
the 156 men currently sentenced 
to death in the commonwealth, 
almost 80 percent have been held 
in solitary confinement for more 
than a decade.

National and international hu-
man rights organizations have 
rightly condemned such long-
term solitary confinement as 
inhumane — a practice amount-
ing to torture.

Under the DOC’s policy, these 
prisoners remain in solitary 
confinement until “death do us 
part” — via execution or natural 
causes — or the sentence is over-
turned or they are exonerated. 
There is no way to escape the 
isolation for exemplary conduct, 
demonstrated self-improvement, 
or aging beyond the point that 
criminality commonly occurs.

This week, the ACLU, the Abo-
litionist Law Center, and a team 
of  volunteer attorneys filed a 
class action lawsuit on behalf  
of  five named plaintiffs, men 
held in solitary confinement for 
between 16 and 27 years, against 
the Pennsylvania DOC to end 
the policy. The long-term isola-
tion — and its extreme physical, 
emotional, and psychological 
consequences — are an unnec-
essary, cruel, and inhumane 
punishment prohibited by the 
Eighth Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution.

The devastating effects of  
prolonged isolation are well 
known among mental health 
professionals and human rights 
experts in the United States and 
around the world. Prolonged 
solitary confinement causes 
painful, severe, and, sometimes, 
irreversible harm. A substantial 
body of  literature over the last 
200 years documents distinctive 
patterns of  physiological and 
psychological harm when indi-
viduals are placed in long-term 
solitary confinement. The risk 
of  self-harm, self-mutilation, 
and suicide is much higher for 
individuals in solitary confine-
ment. Even healthy adults, if  
subjected to very short periods 
of  isolation, display impaired 
neurological functioning.

We understand the cruelty of  
solitary confinement, which is 
why we must fight to end it.

Corrections experts also agree 
that there is no reason to auto-
matically and permanently hold 
all prisoners facing death sen-
tences in solitary confinement. 
Two states, Missouri and North 
Carolina, have allowed these 
prisoners into general popula-
tion for years, without disciplin-
ary or other serious problems. 

Pa. death 
row like 
torture  
for its  
inmates
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How about a new Elks Theatre 
deadline? April 30 sounds right

The more time that passes, the 
more we wonder about the future of  
the Elks Theatre.

It’s coming up on three years since 
it closed, and there seems to be a lack 
of  urgency about what should happen 
next.

To recap: The Friends of  The Elks 
Theatre is the nonprofit group that 
wants to acquire the 107-year-old 
theater from the Middletown Indus-
trial and Commercial Development 
Authority for $1 to turn the historic 
movie house into a performing arts 
center.

The authority acquired the Elks 
Building from the now-defunct 
Greater Middletown Economic De-
velopment Corp. in September 2014. 
The Friends group grew out of  the 
GMEDC, which formerly owned the 
Elks Building and which had operated 
the theater for several years.

Friends’ spokesman and board of  
directors member Gordon Einhorn 
said he believes that the Friends 
group has provided the authority with 
all the information that the author-
ity had requested to make a decision 
about the $1 sale.

Middletown Borough Council 
member Ian Reddinger, the authority 
chairman, says he has a lot of  unan-
swered questions regarding Friends’ 
plans for the future of  the theater.

This does not sound like two bod-
ies that are on the same page. They 
haven’t even met formally since 
October.

The only time the issue seems to 
come up is when we at the Press & 
Journal ask about it.

We realize the authority was busy 
selling the McNair House, and are 
happy that is now in private hands, 
despite the loss at which it was sold.

We know that selling such a struc-
ture as the Elks Theatre isn’t easy. 
But come on, folks. It’s past time for 
something to happen.

We aren’t sure which side is drag-
ging its feet more, but it’s long past 
the time for a decision to be made. 

The borough itself  has no plans 
to do anything with the theater to 
reopen it.

A few dates to remember: The 
authority since August 2015 has had 
a proposal from the Friends group to 
transform the theater into a perform-
ing arts center. In March 2017, the 
Friends group submitted a letter of  
intent to the authority, confirming its 
acceptance of  the authority’s offer to 
transfer the theater for $1.

The Friends letter stated a desire 
to complete the transfer on or before 
Dec. 31, 2017. Mayor James H. Curry 
III at the time said he wanted it done 
before then.

Still, nothing. There have been no 
talks. We are likely no closer to a reso-
lution than we were when Reddinger 
suggested in June 2016 that it makes 
more sense for an outside investor to 
come in and transform the theater 
into luxury condominiums, retail 
storefronts, or a combination of  the 

two. While 
that statement 
seemed ex-
treme, we urged 
residents to 
consider it as a 
possibility then 
and still think 
it might be the 
best option now. 
It certainly 
could be sold 
for more than 
$1.

The author-
ity has a cur-
rent appraisal 
for the theater, 
one that was 
done by the 
same real estate 
appraiser who 
appraised 
the McNair 
House in 2017 
in preparation 
for its sale. The 
problem is, 
we don’t know 

what is in that appraisal, and neither 
do the residents of  Middletown. The 
authority has denied a Right-to-Know 
request that was filed by the Press & 
Journal for the appraisal, saying that 
contents of  real estate appraisals are 
not required to be provided.

The Dec. 31, 2017 deadline didn’t 
seem to carry much weight. However, 
we don’t believe it is too much for the 
two sides to establish a final, draw-
a-line-in-the-sand deadline. Let’s say 
April 30, 2018. That’s almost exactly 
three years from the date that the 
theater closed its doors.

If  both sides can’t work out a deal 
by then, then it goes on the market.

We have supported the sale to the 
Friends group for $1 in the past. But 
in our view, time is running out to get 
a deal done. If  it goes on the market, 
we would be curious to see who might 
step up to buy it.

April 30. What do you say?

The Facebook post on our story 
on Middletown Police Officer 
Mark Hovan’s request for a public 
hearing before the borough Civil 
Service Commission to appeal his 
10-day unpaid suspension related 
to him attending church services 
while on duty resulted in dozens of 
comments. Here are a few of them. 
They have not been edited:

Let’s play ‘Two Truths and a Lie: Harrisburg Edition’

Ice-breaker games can range from cre-
ative to downright painful. 

Perhaps one of  the most popular — and 
enjoyable — is the classic “Two Truths 
and a Lie.” 

In it, participants share two truths and 
one lie about themselves, and others try to 
guess the false statement.

The game can make for a lot of  laughs 
in an environment where, typically, little 
is at stake. Unfortunately, when it comes 
to messages from politicians, lies have far 
worse consequences.

For example, of  the following three 
statements, which is false?

1. Pennsylvania’s natural gas tax has 
generated $1.2 billion in new revenue 
since 2011, including $173 million in 2016 
alone.

2. The oil and natural gas industry pro-
vided 322,600 jobs in Pennsylvania in 2015, 
with income from the industry topping 
$22.9 billion.

3. Pennsylvania is the only major natu-
ral gas-producing state that doesn’t ask 
drillers to pay their fair share.

If  you listen to Gov. Tom Wolf  and his 
legislative allies on the issue, you would 
think they are playing “Two Lies and a 
Truth,” where the first two statements are 
false and the last is true. They seldom talk 
about the former and loudly argue the 
latter — in a very disingenuous game of  
misleading the voters.

The reality is that since 2011, Pennsyl-
vania’s natural gas tax — called an impact 
fee — has, indeed, generated more than 
$1 billion in tax revenue. This is above 
and beyond the hundreds of  millions of  
dollars gas drillers pay in the same taxes 

paid by every other business in the com-
monwealth, such as income taxes and 
sales and use taxes.

State government’s bottom line isn’t 
the only beneficiary of  the natural gas 
industry. 

Communities across Pennsylvania have 
seen infrastructure and other government 
services investments, thanks to the ad-
ditional taxes drillers pay.

What’s more, the natural gas indus-
try provides more than 4 percent of  the 
state’s total jobs and more than 5 percent 
of  the state’s total income. And 2.7 mil-
lion Pennsylvania homeowners rely on 
natural gas to heat their homes.

That’s why it’s disturbing, to say the 
least, when Wolf  and Harrisburg politi-
cians take aim at Pennsylvania’s energy 
revolution with false claims that the 
state’s gas drillers are somehow getting a 
pass or special treatment when it comes to 
paying taxes.

Far from it.
The truth is Pennsylvania gas drillers 

pay a greater diversity of  taxes than many 
drillers elsewhere in the country. In fact, 
in addition to the impact fee, drillers in 
the commonwealth pay taxes that don’t 
even exist in many of  the other gas-pro-
ducing states that Wolf  and his special-
interest allies seemingly idolize.

Texas and Wyoming, for example, have 
neither a corporate nor a personal income 
tax. Only four of  the top 10 gas-producing 
states have death taxes. 

Pennsylvania has all three, with our 
corporate income tax being the second-
highest in the nation.

Additionally, California, also an energy-
producing state, does not impose a sever-
ance tax on oil and natural gas produc-
tion.

Wolf  touts “fairness” as his reason for 
pushing yet another tax on gas drillers, 
but true “fairness” as compared with oth-
er states would mean cutting or eliminat-

ing corporate taxes and personal income 
taxes — a fact conveniently missing from 
the political rhetoric calling for additional 
natural gas taxes.

Of  course, some claim that despite all 
the taxes drillers pay, they can afford 
more.

Matt Brewer of  Hydroedge Solutions, 
a Washington County oil and gas service 
company, would disagree. 

Testifying at an Aug. 15 legislative hear-
ing last year, Brewer noted that while he 
planned to add dozens more workers to 
his current team of  85 and make up to 
$3 million in capital investments, Penn-
sylvania’s unfriendly business climate 
may force him to move his business to 
Ohio where the business climate is more 
hospitable.

Similarly, Mark Caskey of  Steel Nation, 
headquartered near Pittsburgh, testified 
at the same hearing that the tax and regu-
latory uncertainty in Pennsylvania had 
already forced him to cancel one project 
and delay others.

Beyond this, yet another tax on the 
industry would mean millions of  Penn-
sylvania homeowners using natural gas 
would see higher home-heating bills. In 
this winter’s record-breaking cold, such 
an increase would have been particularly 
acute.

If  fairness is the goal, then it’s time to 
be fair to the people of  Pennsylvania who 
deserve to know the truth about our natu-
ral gas industry’s contributions to the 
state — in jobs, services and, yes, revenue.

Because unlike ice-breaking activities, 
when it comes to policies that impact 
workers, job creators, and millions of  
Pennsylvania homeowners, spreading lies 
is no game. 

Matthew Brouillette is president and CEO 
of  Commonwealth Partners Chamber of  
Entrepreneurs. For more information, visit 
www.thecommonwealthpartners.com.

Dawn Shertzer: The way I see 
it the issue isn’t whether he 
disobeyed an order, but rather 
why was this an order in the 
first place? Hovan was just as 
available to respond to a call 
sitting in a church in the middle 
of  town as he would have been 
sitting at Brownstone or 7-11 or 
even in the station. When I was 
an EMT, as long as we stayed in 
our response area and remained 
ready to respond, we could go 
to a grocery store, sit down at a 
restaurant and eat a meal, or sit 
at the station and watch a movie. 
I get that he was ordered not to 
attend church. But what I don’t 
get is why. That is the issue. 
How is sitting at the ready in a 
church with his radio on any 
different than doing any of  the 
other above things which I’m as-
suming are allowed? Sorry, but 
it does sound to me like Hovan 
could have a case for religious 
discrimination. It sounds like 
the ONLY place he’s not allowed 
to be on shift is in church.
Chelsea Williams: If  you want 
your job to revolve around your 
faith, then work for a church or 
Christian organization. No one’s 
stopping you from doing that. 
But to abandon your duties in 
the name of  faith isn’t right. You 
knew what you signed up for 
just like everyone else who has 
accepted a job. It’s fine to follow 
your faith, but get permission or 
switch jobs.
Crystal McGuire: Ridiculous that 
we as taxpayers even have to 
pay for this hearing. That’s 
right show up and show that we 
are sick of  these guys wasting 
attorney fees on crap like this. 
It’s very simple if  you need off 
request the time like you were 
told to do. You disobeyed orders 
and now we are not only pay-
ing for this guy to go to church 
but paying for him to fight it. 
Ridiculous
Leann Lawson: I have some mixed 
feelings about this. I mean did 
it really cause any harm that he 
went? it wasn’t like there was 
a domestic violence call and 
he ignored it and just stayed at 
church. Church was within the 
boro so what is the difference if  
he is standing at a convenience 
store having a cup of  coffee 
as we know they all do or in 
church. i’m just not sure if  this 
is something to get super hype 
about. If  everyone thinks those 
cops don’t waste time on other 
things, you are sadly wrong i’m 
sure. So he went to church...big 
deal. We has a community have 
to worry about the stuff that 
needs to be worried about and 
i’m not so sure this is it
Jim L Fultz: In this profession as 
in the military, when you are 
given orders whether written or 
verbal you are compelled to obey 
those orders. This case is cut 
and dry he disobeyed orders. Re-
gardless of  the Chief’s motiva-
tion for issuing the order Hovan 
disobeyed it and is subject to 
punishment. Only when orders 
are clearly unlawful are you 
not compelled to obey. Pull this 
stunt in the military you can 
land in jail.
Wade Shearer: This like saying 
Every officer that sits down at 
a restaurant for dinner or stops 
for a drink at the 7-11or turkey 
hill should be suspended. Per-
sonally this is a infraction on his 
religious rights.
Dustin Reigle: If  he wanted to go 
to church why not just ask to 
be off Sunday mornings? When 
I need off or days where I can’t 
work extra shifts I ask to be off I 
don’t just leave and go do things 
I want to do.
Max Mariano: Here is my ques-
tion for everyone on here...at 
ANY moment during your work 
day can you just leave to go to 
church while still clocked in 
without asking permission from 
your boss? As an atheist I am 
not against him having religion 
but while on the clock he is to 
be protecting and patrolling our 

MATTHEW 
BROUILLETTE
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Supreme Court decision throwing out 
state’s congressional maps a good start

Since my first experience 
with map drawing back in 2001, 
it was apparent that partisan-
ship plays too large a role in 
our redistricting effort.

The recent decision by the 
Pennsylvania Supreme Court 
discarding the congressional 
maps merely serves to reaffirm 
this position.

The General Assembly has 
long had the tools to fix the 
issue once and for all by taking 
the politics out of  map draw-
ing. It is why I am a proud 
prime sponsor of  Senate Bill 
22. This legislation provides for 
the creation of  an independent 
commission to draw our lines 
every 10 years. This has never 
been a partisan issue for me, 
but a practical one.

One need only look at our 
congressional maps to un-
derstand that they were not 
designed with compactness, 
contiguity and communities 
of  interest in mind. In fact, as 
Judge Kevin Brobson noted in 
his lower court opinion, as long 
as the General Assembly is in-
volved in the process, partisan-
ship can and will play a role. It 
is why courts across the coun-
try are reluctant to entertain 
challenges to these maps, inject 

themselves into the legislative 
process, and try to define what 
is too much partisanship.

Frankly, it is embarrassing 
that citizens need to go to court 
over redistricting. However, 
the partisan overreach and 
cavalier attitude with which 
maps are drawn in states where 
the legislature has the final 
say places us here. In Pennsyl-
vania’s case, a picture says a 
thousand words and the court 
could plainly see that partisan-
ship played an overriding role.

This comes back to the core 
issue that needs to be ad-
dressed by the General As-
sembly — who should draw 
the maps? This is not a reflec-
tion on the actual people who 
draw the map, individuals I 
work with and respect — both 
Democrats or Republicans, but 
more an acknowledgement 
of  the practical reality of  any 
partisan effort. Redrawing 
maps fairly is too fundamental 
to safeguarding our democracy 
to allow partisanship to play a 
predominant role. It needs to 
change.

Today, perhaps more so 
than at any point in my time 
in office, people are losing 
confidence in the leaders they 
elect. In part, I believe it stems 
from the angst people have that 
the system is not working for 
them. Pennsylvanians need 
point only to the congressional 
maps and plainly see that they 
were not designed with their 

best interests in mind. While 
elected officials may feel safer 
in their districts, voters are 
feeling more and more disen-
franchised. Its why people in 
Pennsylvania and across the 
country are rising-up and chal-
lenging the maps. 

Independent commissions 
have worked in other states 
and would work here. Such a 
process would go a long way 
assuring citizens that politics 
will not play an outsized role 
in setting maps every decade. 
The General Assembly needs 
to stand together and begin 
rebuilding trust in the process 
with the citizens we serve.

The time to act is now so this 
reformed process is in place 
for the next time maps are 
drawn. All the Supreme Court 
decision did was jettison these 
maps back through the parti-
san process from which they 
originated. 

You will never eliminate 
all the politics from the map-
ping process. However, we can 
learn from what other states 
have done and what our court 
are saying in their opinions. 
Enough is enough, let’s reform 
the process now.    

State Sen. Lisa Boscola is a 
Democrat from Bethlehem 
Township who represents parts 
of  Northampton and Lehigh 
counties. She is the Senate 
Democratic Policy Committee 
chairwoman.
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According to The Marshall 
Project, corrections officials in 
North Carolina found that those 
sentenced to death have better 
behavioral records than average 
inmates and rarely commit vio-
lence, in part because they are 
not isolated in their cells all day.

Isolation does not make 
prisoners or prison staff safe. It 
just inflicts cruelty. Other states, 
including Virginia, Colorado 
and Arizona, have significantly 
reduced the isolation of  prison-
ers facing the death penalty.

The tide is turning on solitary 
confinement, in part because 
there is no valid penological 
reason to isolate prisoners 
sentenced to death. There is 
nothing unique about Penn-
sylvania’s prisons or its death-
sentenced prisoners to prevent 
humane treatment. Any pris-
oner, regardless of  sentence, 
may “earn” time in isolation for 
severe or persistent misconduct, 
but experts agree that such iso-
lation must be finite and brief.

While constitutional law is 
still evolving, respected jurists 
have joined the chorus challeng-
ing the use of  prolonged solitary 
confinement. Justice Anthony 
Kennedy noted, “Research still 
confirms what this court sug-
gested over a century ago: Years 
on end of  near-total isolation ex-
act a terrible price.” In describ-
ing a case in which a death-sen-
tenced prisoner had been held in 
isolation for 25 years, Kennedy 
told a House Appropriations 
Subcommittee that, “This idea 
of  total incarceration just isn’t 
working. And it’s not humane. 
... Solitary confinement literally 
drives men mad.”

Pennsylvania’s DOC should 
see the writing on the wall and 
end mandatory and permanent 
solitary confinement for state 
prisoners on death row. Penn-
sylvania needs to join Missouri, 
North Carolina and other states 
in abolishing this inhumane 
policy. If  the DOC refuses, we 
and a few federal judges should 
be able to help them along.

Witold Walczak is legal director 
of  the ACLU of  Pennsylvania.

town not attending church...
what if  I told you my religion is 
sitting on the couch watching 
TV....that doesn’t give me the 
right to leave work and go home 
and crash on the couch to watch 
TV when I feel like it. My boss 
pays me to work not do personal 
stuff.
Mike Woodworth: “Hovan does not 
deny that he disobeyed a direct 
order from Mouchette in attend-
ing church while on duty at Sev-
en Sorrows on Aug. 15, 2017.” He 
says his boss told him not to do 
it and he still went and did it, to 
waste time on a hearing would 
be silly. This is no different than 
being told that you can’t go to 
the casino while on company 
time, and then you still go.
Kayann Burger: This is ridiculous, 
I consider myself  a Christian, 
I believe Jesus Christ is my 
Savior. But I think this police-
man is wrong. He was on duty 
with the police department, he 
had no reason to be at church. 
He deserves what punishment 
he got. Thou shall not steal. He 
was stealing from the people of  
Middletown. It doesn’t matter if  
he could go on a call or not, he 
was on the job.
Sandra Adcock: This whole matter 
disgusts me. With all the com-
plaints over the years of  bad 
behavior by the police this is 
the thing they decide to punish 
one for. He had his radio on and 
he was in the cry room which is 
right inside the door. He could 
exit immediately if  there was a 
call. It is no different then when 
one stops in somewhere for a 
cup of  coffee and chats for a bit.

Chain migration is a problem. We have 
immigration laws in this country for 
two basic reasons: to preserve American 
jobs and protect national security. Chain 
migration undermines both of  these 
principles. 

For decades, Washington has subject-
ed local communities and institutions 
to the unfunded liability of  low-skilled 
legal and illegal immigration. 

Under current law, citizens and lawful 
permanent residents can sponsor distant 
foreign national relatives to immigrate 
to the United States. Those relatives may 
in turn sponsor other relatives, thereby 
extending the chain.

This irrational provision to immigra-
tion law has created an endless chain of  
migration based only on minor family 
connections, not merit. 

The simple point here is that America 
needs an immigration system predicated 
on merit. Low-skilled immigrants don’t 
pay enough in taxes to cover the cost of  
benefits they stand to receive. 

While this weighs on the federal 
budget, the most significant impact is 
on state and local budgets struggling 
to accommodate the flooding popula-
tion growth. Hospitals, schools and law 

enforcement all must spread resources 
across a broader base without an accom-
panying rise in revenue. 

The chain migration surge has 
weighed heavily on state and local re-
sources. I don’t need an expert to explain 
this to me, I’ve lived it on the front lines. 

As a former mayor, I experienced first-
hand the strain on resources inherent in 
such an uncontrolled surge. Instead of  
helping the local community by enforc-
ing immigration law, the federal govern-
ment ignored my pleas for assistance. 

I am encouraged President Donald 
Trump has put a priority on enforce-
ment.

The influx of  low-skilled immigrant 
labor has also oversaturated the labor 
market, stagnating working wages. What 
some of  my colleagues in Congress fail 
to recognize is that chain migration is 
most devastating to American citizens 
who are struggling just to get by. 

Many may work two or even three jobs 
to feed their families and pay their bills. 
Chain migration hurts these Americans 
the most. 

Extended family chain migration must 
be stripped from immigration law, tight-
ened to include only immediate family 
members. 

Further changes must be made to 
create a system which prioritizes skills 
and bolsters sufficient safeguards for 
American workers like E-Verify and visa 
overstay enforcement. 

As a generous and compassionate 

nation, we should strive to preserve 
resources for American citizens, not 
drown public resources and worker 
wages with more recipients.

Immigration to the United States has 
quadrupled from around 250,000 people 
per year in the 1950s and 1960s, to more 
than one million annually since 1990. 
America, the third most populous nation 
in the world with more than 327 million 
people, cannot simultaneously sustain 
such high levels of  immigration along 
with a high standard of  living. 

In fact, Jessica Vaughan, the director 
of  policy studies at the Center for Immi-
gration Studies, highlighted the “multi-
plier effect” of  chain migration. 

She found that, during the last 35 
years, out of  33 million immigrants ad-
mitted to the United States, about 20 mil-
lion were chain migration immigrants 
— a staggering 61 percent. 

Chain migration is now the largest 
source of  foreign immigration to the 
United States.

Mexico has the highest rate of  chain 
migration, where each new immigrant 
from the nation sponsored 6.38 addition-
al immigrants. Chain migration does not 
require any skill or standards of  merit 
identifying the applicant as a net con-
tributor to the well-being of  America. 

This is a problem pervasive to the en-
tire system. America’s standard should 
first and foremost require demonstra-
tion of  merit and net contribution, not 
based on family connection ambivalent 

to the net receipt of  American taxpayer 
assistance. 

Another problematic aspect of  chain 
migration is the incentive created for 
illegal immigration. Instead of  waiting 
in line, the relative oftentimes is encour-
aged to come to the United States, wait-
ing it out locally for the fruits of  family 
sponsorship or amnesty. 

The age of  terrorism raises another 
concern. Chain migration is based on no 
fundamental urge to become American. 
You should only look to Europe to see 
the problems of  loose, open border im-
migration policies. 

The security risk inherent to chain 
migration resides in why one may immi-
grate to the United States. Do they want 
to become American? Do they believe 
in the principles of  “life, liberty and the 
pursuit of  happiness?” The current sys-
tem makes no distinction. Chain migra-
tion does not request such dedication or 
apply such a standard.

In Congress, I will continue to be a 
strong advocate for a merit-based immi-
gration standard. Even as we look with 
compassion towards illegal immigrants, 
any path forward must prioritize the 
economic needs and safety of  American 
citizens first.

U.S. Rep. Lou Barletta, a Republican, 
from Hazelton, represents the  11th Con-
gressional District, which includes areas 
north and west of  Middletown, including 
Lower Swatara Township.

Here’s the problem with chain migration
LOU 
BARLETTA

Trade policy is front and 
center in world politics but 
that won’t stop a trade war. 

The World Economic Forum 
met recently in Davos, Swit-
zerland. The United States has 
just invoked the WTO escape 
clause to impose punitive 
tariffs on China and Korea and 
possibly an official move to 
protectionism. And NAFTA is 
holding renegotiation meet-
ings in Montreal that could 
restructure world trade. These 
are institutional structures 
that could avoid a war or con-
duct one.

Let’s be clear. The trade war 
has started already. U.S. trade 
policy originally was based 
on three principles — most 
favored nation (treatment 
afforded to one partner must 
be extended to all partner), 
reciprocity (a benefit accorded 
must be matched) and non-
discrimination (everybody is 
treated the same). 

The idea of  a side deal that 
affords privileges to one group 
and not to another, CAFTA 
and NAFTA, violates those 
principles. These principles 
were embedded in the GATT 
and that avoided trade wars 
for almost 50 years. There has 
been serious escalation even 
though no one is willing to 
call mutual retaliation a war. 
Trade war brings to mind the 
Tariff Act of  1930, the infa-
mous Smoot-Hawley Tariff 
Act, and that scares everyone.

The United States was until 
1934 a high-tariff country that 
protected its infant industries 
from foreign competition. 
Economists even today admit 
that this is a legitimate trade 
policy regime. After World 
War II, innovative changes 
in transport costs made the 
United States the major player 
in international agricultural 
markets. 

Then those who wanted the 
advantages of  trade but to 
avoid conflicts came up with 
the idea of  the GATT, the WTO 
and a plethora of  regional 
and bilateral free trade agree-
ments.

Since then there has been 
the GATT, the WTO, the Doha 

Development Round, a series 
of  free trade agreements 
(FTAs), trade and invest-
ment framework agreements 
(TIFAs) Bilateral Investment 
Treaties (BITs). The GATT 
began as a series of  reciprocal 
tariff reduction exercises. It 
went on to nontariff barriers 
and finally investment and 
multinational corporation 
activities. There were minor 
skirmishes with mutually 
undesirable outcomes but no 
major wars

The developing country 
signatories to these agree-
ments felt they had a right to 
privileged treatment until they 
could catch up in industrializa-
tion. This catchup included the 
full panoply of  trade protec-
tion that had become highly 
developed and very effective. 
The United States extended 
these privileges wider (the 
EU), and longer (Mexico) than 
was really necessary. Just as 
China is projecting infrastruc-
ture spending of  $1 trillion per 
year for the next 10 years, it is 
at the same time managing the 
value of  its currency, subsidiz-
ing its exports and controlling 
its digital trade.

President Donald Trump is 
right in his position on trade 
agreements. The swamp dwell-
ers have turned control of  
trade over to corporate inter-
ests. The choice of  remedies 
that USTR has applied to 
washing machines and solar 
panels makes the case.

The World Economic Forum 
in Davos is exactly what turns 
Trump on. He gets to shine 
and tweet with the rich and 
famous celebrities who re-
jected him when he was a mere 
property developer. 

Trump shows he is thor-
oughly enjoying the exercise in 
power that presidents have in 
the field of  international trade 
and investment. That doesn’t 
mean he is going to start a 
trade war. 

It is more likely that the 
busyness in the trade area is 
a deliberate distraction from 
“the Russia thing” and wheth-
er the president will sit down 
for an interview with special 
counsel Robert Mueller.

Paul A. Heise, of  Mount 
Gretna, is a professor emeritus 
of  economics at Lebanon Valley 
College and a former economist 
for the federal government.

A trade war has 
started, and it 
will profit no one

PAUL  
HEISE

LISA  
BOSCOLA

INMATES
From page B4

COMMENTS
From page B4

Your views are welcome
We want to hear from you. Send your 
letters to: letters@pressandjournal.
com, or 20 S. Union St., Middletown, 
Pa. 17057. Letters may be edited for 
accuracy, clarity and length.
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FAMILY PHARMACY • HALLMARK CARD GIFT SHOP • LOCAL DELIVERY

“WHERE PERSONAL SERVICE COMES FIRST”

Little Lionheart
$1795 (REG. $32.95) 
with each purchase of 
3 Hallmark cards 
Offer valid thru 2/14/18. While supplies last. 
Tax not included. 

Cupid Pug
$795 (REG. $14.95) 
with each purchase of 
3 Hallmark cards  
Offer valid thru 2/14/18. While supplies last. 
Tax not included. 

Sweet Singin’ 
Elephant
$1795 (REG. $32.95) 
with each purchase of 
3 Hallmark cards 
Offer valid thru 2/14/18. While supplies last. 
Tax not included. 

NEW
    Spring Items
Arriving Weekly!

Presbyterian Congregation of 
Middletown, Seven Sorrows & 
Ebenezer United Methodist

Local Church Easter Eggs

$1
EACH

(717) 944-1640 
436 EAST MAIN STREET (MIDTOWN PLAZA)

Mon. - Fri. 9-8; Sat. 9-5; Closed Sun.

We Are Your Exclusive 
Gift Shop for Middletown!

Your Valentine’s 
Headquarters!

Baby Stu� ed Animal
$1595  
Offer valid thru 2/14/18. 
While supplies last. Tax not included. 

calling all outdoor enthusiasts
Kirman Eye is partnering with Amphibia fl oating glasses this February 3rd - 11th at The Great American 

Outdoor Show. These state-of-the-art sunglasses will be on sale at our booth in the fi shing section. 
Be sure to stop by Booth 2635 to learn more about Amphibia from our knowledgeable sta� !

Kirman Eye: 29 West Main Street, Hummelstown | 717-566-3216 | www.kirmaneye.com

but the Raiders held the upper 
hand with a 12-8 advantage and 
stretched their lead to 45-34 head-
ing into the final segment. That 
turned out to be more than enough 
to secure the win. 

The Panthers registered 18 
points in the fourth quarter, 
many of  them coming after Sat-
tele pulled his starters with 3:39 
left and a 56-39 lead well in hand. 

Middletown 72, Eastern Lebanon 
County 62

The Blue Raiders recorded an-
other 10-point victory on Wednes-
day evening at home against 
visiting Eastern Lebanon in a 
non-league scrap. 

The Elco Raiders proved to be 
pretty good opponents who hung 
right with their hosts throughout 
the game. Middletown led 16-13 at 
the end of  the first quarter, 33-31 
at halftime and 50-46 by the close 
of  the third period, keeping the 
outcome in suspense until the 
final minute. 

A finishing 22-16 scoring advan-
tage in the fourth quarter by the 
Raiders finally put the game away. 

Hughes registered a game-high 
28 points, Plummer added 14, 
Leach chipped in 12 and four other 
players added points in the win. 
Jeff Lorah led Elco with 19 points. 

Elco started off the game with 
a pair of  threes around a basket 
by Middletown’s Brady Fox for an 
early 6-2 lead but the Blue Raiders 
ran off 9 straight points to forge 
ahead. A triple by Plummer, a 
driving layup off a steal by Kyle 
Truesdale, a pair of  free throws 
by Leach and a putback by Hughes 
completed the run and an 11-6 lead 
by the home team. 

At the end of  one quarter the 
Blue Raiders held a 16-13 lead. 

With 6:28 left in the second pe-
riod, the Middletown squad was 
ahead 23-15 before Elco’s Braden 
Bohannon went back-to-back to 
cut the lead to 23-19. The Blue Raid-
ers held the lead until Bohannon’s 
triple tied the score at 27-27 with 
3:12 left in the first half  and Evan 
Huey’s drive off a Middletown 
miss edged the visitors into the 
lead. But Hughes scored with 2:10 
left to tie it and then dropped in a 

pair of  foul shots after Elco again 
went ahead on two free throws by 
Lorah. Hughes scored again with 
just two seconds left off a Leach 
assist to give the Blue Raiders a 
33-31 edge at halftime. 

With a 17-15 scoring edge in the 
third quarter, the Middletown side 
was able to hang on for a 50-46 
lead heading into the game’s final 
quarter. Hughes and Plummer 
each scored 6 points in the period 
while Huey hit a pair of  treys to 
pace the other Raiders. Plummer 
and Leach each made a pair of  foul 
shots to start the fourth quarter 
as the home team went up 54-46. 

Following an Elco basket, Leach 
made one of  two free throws, 
Hughes converted an Elco turn-
over and assist from Tyler Petroski 
into another score and Truesdale 
scored off an Elco miss that pushed 
the Middletown lead to 59-48 with 
5:26 left. 

The home team turned back 
an attempted rally by the visit-
ing Raiders down the stretch 
as Hughes, Petroski, Leach and 
Plummer collected enough points 
to secure the win. 

Middletown 81, Camp Hill 52
Back on Jan. 2, the Blue Raid-

ers came away from Camp Hill 
on the short end of  a 67-65 score, a 
disappointing loss for the Middle-
town team. The second meeting 
between the two Capital Division 
rivals turned out to be no contest as 
the Raiders routed the Lions 81-52. 

Twelve players saw action with 
11 of  them scoring as Sattele used 
his whole team in the victory on 
Friday night at home. The Raiders 
got off to a good start by scoring 
the game’s first 4 points, stretched 
their lead to 15-5 by the halfway 
point of  the opening period and 
never felt threatened in the domi-
nant performance. The Lions did 
gain a 15-14 scoring edge in the 
second stanza but still found 
themselves on the low end of  a 
38-25 halftime score. 

The Blue Raiders exploded for 
27 points in the third quarter in an 
offensive showing that was every 
team’s dream. Plummer scored 
the first 5 points on a trey and 
tap in, while Leach, Hughes, Fox, 
Plummer and Tymir Jackson each 
chipped in to lead the Raiders on 

an 18-2 run that pushed the Lions 
into a 56-27 hole with 3:40 left in the 
third quarter. Late in the period, 
subs Mitch Lee, Jerrod Myers and 
Alcock scored to keep the home 
team well out in front 65-42 with 
8 minutes to play. 

The Blue Raiders collected 16 
points in the final frame while 
holding the Lions to just 10. Camp 
Hill made just 2 of  12 shots in the 
quarter and picked up 6 points 
from the foul line. Hughes and 
Leach teamed for 35 points in 
the win while Jake Perry led the 
visitors with 20 points in the loss. 

Middletown 80, Mifflin County 62
The Blue Raiders made a road 

trip to Lewistown on Saturday 
morning to take on the Mifflin 
County Huskies in a game that 
was originally scheduled for Dec. 8. 

The Huskies, playing in the Mid-
Penn’s Commonwealth Division, 
have struggled this year and had 
just one win to their credit before 
hosting the Raiders. 

Their fortunes did not get any 
better on Saturday as the Middle-
town team dominated from start 
to finish in the 80-62 victory. 

The Blue Raiders got off to a 
7-2 start and ended up dropping 
in 24 points on their hosts to lead 
24-15 after one quarter of  play. 
Leach scored 10 of  his game-high 
25 points in the opening segment. 
The Raiders put up 22 more points 
in the second stanza while limit-
ing the Huskies to 14 on their way 
to a commanding 46-29 lead by 
halftime. In the third quarter, the 
Middletown side outscored Mifflin 
County 18-11 and led by 24, 64-40, to 
start the fourth period. Plummer 
collected 8 of  his 22 points in the 
third to lead the way. 

Dante Scott came off the bench 
for the Huskies midway through 
the final frame and scored 10 
points to lead a bit of  a Mifflin 
County rally with mostly backup 
players on the floor for the Middle-
town side. But, after the Huskies 
had pulled to within 72-57 with 3:31 
left, Sattele sent his starters back 
in to restore order. 

The move paid off in an 8-5 scor-
ing edge in the final minutes for 
the winning Blue Raiders. Noah 
Wright led the Huskies with 24 
points in the loss. 

The Blue Raiders wrestling 
squad closed out its regular season 
with a convincing 38-28 win over 
a solid Milton Hershey squad on 
Thursday, Jan. 25. 

As the team celebrated Senior 
Night, Middletown seniors Zac 
Dailey and Zach Souders contin-
ued a season-long trend, bumping 
up a weight class to help the team 
secure a victory and a shot at the 
postseason. Middletown’s hopes of  
making the district championship 
came to a close on Saturday, how-
ever, when Kennard-Dale defeated 
Brandywine Heights and snatched 
the eighth and final seed in the 
District 3 AA team championships. 

The Blue Raider team ended 
the dual meet season with a 12-4 
record and was ranked ninth out 
of  31 teams in District 3 AA. The 
Blue Raiders now set their sights 
on the individual postseason, 
which begins with the District 3 
AA Section 2 Championships at 

CD East High School on Feb. 16.

Middletown 38, Milton Hershey 28
Senior Zoey Bright, three-year 

wrestling manager, made sure 
the Blue Raiders’ regular season 
ended on a high note as she kicked 
off the action with a performance 
of  the National Anthem. 

Wrestling began at 170 pounds, 
and the Raiders knew they needed 
to keep the match close as they 
navigated through a solid group 
of  Milton Hershey heavyweights. 
The young Middletown upper 
weights came out battling. Arthur 
Dash earned another hard-fought 
victory with an 8-5 decision over 
Joe Morcos at 182. Middletown 
sophomore Quincy Reinnagel 
bumped up to 285 to lock up a 
35-second pin over Rajuan Boyd, 
which brought the team score to 
14-9 in favor of  the Spartans after 
five matches. 

This set the stage for the aggres-
sive Raider lightweights to go to 
work on the Spartans. 

Middletown sophomore Luke 
Fegley locked up another punish-
ing double-arm bar and a pin at 
106 pounds. Fellow Raider sopho-
more Zach Malay outmaneuvered 
Joshua Minners to win a 9-4 deci-
sion at 113. 

Middletown junior Ryan Ber-
stler put on a great show for the 
home crowd as he maneuvered his 
opponent into a spladle to earn the 
pin at 120 pounds. The Raiders’ 
Nathan Brady made the drop from 
132 to 126 pounds to earn another 
Raider 6 points, and position him-
self  for the individual postseason. 

With Brady dropping to 126, the 
Raiders were able to get Kenny 
Britcher into the lineup at 132 after 
being out with an injury for most 
the season.

With Middletown up 30-25 and 
three tough matches remaining, 
the Raiders looked to senior Devin 
Martin to find bonus points, and 
he did not disappoint. Martin put 
on a point scoring display on his 
way to a 15-0 technical fall at 145 
pounds. 

Middletown junior Sterling 
Gray also looked sharp, and ready 
to make a statement in the post-
season, as he hustled to earn a 9-4 
decision at 152 and guarantee the 
Raider victory.

RAIDERS: Elco, Camp Hill, Mifflin County beaten
From page B1

Raider wrestlers win to end regular season
MAHS fails to qualify for postseason as a team, but individuals might qualify

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DEBBIE SPEAR

Senior Devin Martin registered a 15-0 technical fall at 145 pounds vs. Milton 
Hershey.

Middletown junior Ryan Berstler maneuvered his Milton Hershey opponent 
into a spladle to earn the pin at 120 pounds.

TONY’S BEVERAGE
COLD CASES | SODA | ICE | SNACKS | MICRO BREWS | IMPORTS | KEGS

PRICES GOOD THRU 2/4/2018

CIGARETTES AT STATE MINIMUM PRICES  |  INSTANT & ONLINE LOTTERY TICKETS

HOURS: MON.-SAT. 9-8:30; SUN. 10-5 
40 EAST EMAUS STREET, MIDDLETOWN | (717) 944-7102

CALL NOW TO RESERVE YOUR KEG  | *ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO PA SALES TAX

BUD & BUD LIGHT

CORONA & CORONA LIGHT

MICHELOB ULTRA
$2599*

$2299*
30 PK CANS 30 PK CANS

$1899*

The Big Game Specials
BUSCH & BUSCH LIGHT

ROLLING ROCK
$2099*

30 PK CANS

NATURAL LIGHT & ICE

30 PK CANS

$1699*

30 PK CANS

$2999*

24 PK NR BOTTLES
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