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Public notices in this week’s Press & Journal
• HARRISBURG: Estate of  Novel 
Williams. A4
• LOWER SWATARA TWP: Estate 
of  Joyce Vu. A4
• DAUPHIN COUNTY: Estate of  
Emanuel Gutgold. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  Fran-
ces Wolfgang. A4

End of Middletown Police Department?
Rumors are of talks with Steelton; mayor calls union statement ‘ill-timed and misinformed’
By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown borough officials were in 
damage control mode during council’s 
July 16 meeting, following a bombshell 
announcement posted on Facebook by 
the police association that the borough 
is considering disbanding its police de-
partment.

The post, made public by the associa-
tion five hours before the 7 p.m. start of  
the meeting, urged citizens come out as 
“we have received word that the future 
of  your police department may be in 

jeopardy,” according 
to the association post.

“The topic of  con-
tracting services has 
resurfaced, which 
would require the bor-
ough to disband the 
current police force 
and to rely on a neigh-
boring municipality or 
State Police coverage,” the association 
post said. “Both would not supply the 
borough with the level of  service which 
is now provided to the citizens of  Middle-
town borough.”

“This was brought up a few years ago 
and the citizens were very vocal and sup-
portive of  the police department and we do 
not know why this is again being revisited. 
Please come out and support your local 
police department,” the post read.

Mayor James H. Curry III, who is 
responsible for the police department, 
was not present at the start of  the July 
16 council meeting. He showed up later 
during the meeting and addressed the 
issue with reporters afterward.

Curry called the association post “ill-
timed and misinformed” and “an attempt 
to stir up emotion in the community. It 

really doesn’t need that type of  theatrics 
at this point.”

Curry, the mayor since January 2014, 

said he has never supported disbanding 
the police department, or bringing in the 
State Police to cover Middletown.

It is Curry who is “ill-timed” in seeking 
to disband the borough police department 
just two years after residents made it clear 
they were opposed to the idea, a represen-
tative of  the Fraternal Order of  Police said 
in response to Curry’s comments.

“Why is the mayor seeking to do this 
again when the community came out and 
rallied behind them and said no, we want 
our police?” Craig McGovern of  the FOP 

PAVING THE WAY ON ANN STREET

STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER

Ann Street in Middletown is to be repaved by PennDOT by late summer or early fall of 2020, under a road swap arrangement where PennDOT acquires 
ownership of Ann Street from the borough, in exchange for the borough acquiring from the state Union Street from Main Street to Ann Street.

Road could be fixed next year, with costs being picked up by PennDOT

Curry

Much more inside
• Middletown Police Department cases for 
2019 up year over year. PAGE A4
• Steelton mayor says she is unaware of any 
talks. PAGE A5
• Dauphin County is not “pushing” police 
consolidation, commissioner says. PAGE A5
• What happened to the Middletown-Lower 
Swatara talks in 2017? PAGE A5

Please see POLICE, page A5

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Ebenezer Road and AIP, Kreider, 
Greenfield, Horseshoe and Davis 
drives are the Lower Swatara 
Township roads most in need of  
repair, and improvements on them 
could be started next year.

Director of  Public Works Les-
ter Lanman wants to prioritize 
work on those roads, which were 

identified in a 2017 pavement 
management plan, he said at a 
special Board of  Commissioners 
meeting July 17.

“No matter what decisions we 
make tonight or over the course 
of  the next week, there’s going to 
be some residents who feel that 
their road does need to be done 
and we might agree with them, but 
it’s just not on the top of  our list 
right now. So this will be some of  

the difficult decisions we need to 
make,” Township Manager Betsy 
McBride said. 

Ebenezer, AIP and Kreider are 
the main targets in Year One, 
although Lanman is still waiting 
on the budget.

Because paving needs to be 
completed by the end of  October, 
and weather-related issues could 
arise before then, the projects 
likely will be pushed until 2020, 

although some preparatory work 
could be done this year, such as 
crack sealing and base repairs. 

The township also would ad-
dress Greenfield and Horseshoe 
and possibly Davis. 

The plan doesn’t call for all of  
the roads to be repaved. In some 
cases, the plan recommends crack 
sealing and pothole patching. 

Lower Swatara IDs roads most in need of repair

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

After more than three years of  
effort, a deal has been reached 
that could lead to Ann Street in 
Middletown being repaved by late 
summer or early fall 2020 — at no 
cost to the borough.

It gets better. The Ann Street 
bridge — repeatedly beaten up 
by large trucks turning onto or 
off of  West Main Street — is also 
to be repaired, with a contract to 
be awarded for the job as early as 
this November.

The borough also would not 
have to pay for repairs to the 
bridge, under an arrangement 

that the borough has reached 
“in principle” with the state to 
transfer ownership of  Ann Street 
to the Pennsylvania Department 
of  Transportation, borough man-
ager Ken Klinepeter told council 
July 16.

Ownership of  Ann Street in the 
borough has been transferred 
to PennDOT, Klinepeter said in 
a July 22 email to the Press & 
Journal.

In return for PennDOT acquir-
ing the portion of  Ann Street that 
is in Middletown — from West 
Main east on Ann to where Ann 
intersects with South Union — 
this proposed “road swap” calls 
for the borough to acquire Union 

Street, from Main Street south to 
Ann Street.

Union Street from Main south 
to Ann averages 6,678 vehicles 
per day, according to a PennDOT 
traffic count from 2015.

The two stretches of  road being 
swapped are roughly equivalent in 
length, so the borough anticipates 
little to no impact on the amount 
of  money Middletown gets from 
the state for road maintenance, 
Klinepeter said.

The borough will continue plow-
ing Ann Street, under an existing 
winter maintenance agreement 
with PennDOT where borough 
crews plow state-owned roads in 
Middletown.

Borough officials have been 
hearing pleas from residents — 
including Councilor Robert Reid, 
who lives just off Ann Street — to 
repave Ann Street since early 2016, 
after much of  the road was dug up 
for Suez to install new water lines.

Tractor-trailers use Ann Street 
because the vehicles are too high 
to get through the Union Street 
underpass.

Ann Street averages 6,573 ve-
hicles a day, of  which 592 are 
tractor-trailer trucks, according to 
an email from PennDOT District 8 
spokesman Mike Crochunis.

By comparison, Main Street 

Please see ANN, page A3

Please see REPAIR, page A3

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

The “Generals” are again to be 
honored this Saturday at Hoffer 
Park in Middletown.

A group of  senior citizens, all 
at least 80 years old, the Gener-
als will be a featured part of  the 
second annual Middletown Vil-
lage Reunion to 
be held at Hoffer 
Park from 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m.

A b o u t  1 0 
years ago Flor-
e n c e  A b d u l -
lah, the pastor 
of  Grace and 
Mercy Church 
on Ann Street, 
had a vision to 
start an annual 
reunion of  mem-
bers of  the Af-
rican-American 
community she 
grew up with in 
Middletown.

Abdullah, 66, 
whose maiden 
name was Mar-
tin, grew up in 
a house on Rus-
sell Avenue and 
South Wood Street. 

Back then, most African-
Americans in Middletown lived 
on certain streets in the bor-
ough’s First Ward, primarily 
Wood, Market, Lawrence and 
Wilson streets, Abdullah said. 
“There was a man by the name of  
Leonard Arthur who called that 
area The Village. That’s how we 
got the name.”

Her vision eventually led 
Adbullah to put together a com-
mittee of  former and current 
villagers, who planned the first 
Middletown Village Reunion 
that was held in Hoffer Park on 
a Saturday in August 2018.

The event succeeded beyond 
Abdullah’s expectations, due 
mostly she says to the hard 
work and enthusiasm of  the 
committee.

Even with a charge to help 
defray the cost of  putting on 
the event, more than 260 people 
signed up to attend the first 
reunion. 

“We had to cut it off at that point 
because there were so many 

people,” Abdullah said. 
There was music, games for 

the children — and food. Lots 
and lots of  food.

The same is on tap for this 
Saturday. There is no charge 
for children younger than 4, or 
for the “Village Generals” 80 
and older.

The generals are the surviving 

patriarchs and matriarchs of  the 
African-American community 
in Middletown today, the folks 
who raised people like Florence 
Abdullah.

Her mother, Gladys Brown, 
who will be 95 in August, is one 
of  the Generals.

Abdullah’s father was in the 
military and traveled a lot, so the 
primary responsibility for rais-
ing Abdullah and her siblings fell 
on the shoulders of  her mother.

“I called my mom ‘the General’ 
because she kept us in order. She 
was the boss,” Abdullah said. 
“There are other men and women 
in this community that to me and 
our committee also feel belong 
in the same category. They are 
generals — they kept their kids 
in order … we respect them and 
we are thankful for how they did 
raise us.”

The committee took time dur-
ing the reunion to honor the 
Generals, and to present them 
with gifts.

STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER

Florence Abdullah leads the committee that is 
putting on the second annual Middletown Village 
Reunion on Saturday.

‘Village’ reunion honors 
Middletown’s African-
American community
Second annual event will be held Saturday

Please see VILLAGE, page A3
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What is your favorite flavor of ice cream?
Greetings! I cannot believe 

how hot July has been. It is 
summertime for sure. I do hope 
you are all getting your fill of  ice 
cream! 

And why not? Summer is only 
a quarter of  the year by way 
of  the calendar, so we need to 
remember to enjoy this very 
rare opportunity ... to indulge in 
some ice cream! 

What are your favorite flavors? 
I assume you have more than 
one. There are so many great 
ones. 

I love coffee, graham slam and 
anything to do with cookies! The 
basics, vanilla and chocolate are 
great choices. Sometimes I like 
to lick a cone of  birthday cake 
or cotton candy. The possibili-
ties are endless. Be sure to take 
advantage of  this ice cream-
eating season and get out there 
to support your local ice cream 
shops. I pluralized shop so you 
would feel inclined to visit at 
least three! Enjoy.

Have a fantastic week, and feel 
free to email me your news. 

Israel: Day Three
On Thursday, June 13, Dr. Jim 

Ayers and our group traveled 
around northern Galilee and the 
Jordan River. The bus, equipped 
with Wi-Fi, took us up to Tel 
Dan. This is where Jeroboam 
erected an altar and a golden 
calf, to give worship to this false 
god (1 Kings 12:26-31). This up-
per most northern kingdom was 
very far from Jerusalem. 

The Jewish people were 
expected to travel there three 
times a year to give sacrifice 
to the Lord. Those in charge 
decided it would be easier on the 
people not to have to travel so 
far, so they made up the golden 
calf  god and sacrificed to it. 

It is astounding to look around 
these ruins, to sit on stones 
that were laid 2,600 years ago. 
At this spot, we could set our 
eyes on Lebanon and Syria. You 
wouldn’t want to travel to either 
of  these countries across these 
fields, hills and valleys due to 
landmines. 

Ayers spoke about how there 
is a battle for the hearts of  the 
people. When we are prom-
ised an easier life (not having 
to make a long journey three 
times a year), a spiritual shift 
occurs and we have hearts eas-
ily swayed away from God. The 
people made high altars to false 
gods and forgot who the one 
true God is. We were challenged 
to think about what steals our 
hearts away from God.

Does the church reflect how 
Jesus meant it to be? Do we 
have a country club mentality, 
where our focus is not reaching 
others? Sadly, we draw lines ... 
economically, socially, racially 
and politically! We are afraid to 
be offensive. 

The church has lost its way. 
We have become ingrown and 
cannot truly show our love for 
God if  we aren’t keeping our 
hearts focused on him; if  we 
don’t uphold the importance of  
wise counsel; and if  we fail to 
lovingly speak truth to others. 

We need to be an assembly of  
people who are drawn together 
with a singular purpose to at-
tract others to Christ. Let’s unite 
around that!

I was blown away by the site of  
the Gate of  Dan. The mud-brick 
gate, called Abraham’s Gate, is 
located in Tel Dan. Parts of  it 
are original, dating back to 18th 
century B.C. This gate was un-
covered in 1979. The Bible tells 
us that the people of  Dan took 
Abraham’s nephew Lot prisoner, 
and Abraham came to Dan to 
rescue him (Genesis 14:14).

We visited Caesarea Philippi. 
In this place of  pagan worship, 
Jesus asked the Twelve a life-
changing question: But who do 
you say that I am? (Matthew 
16:13-20) This was intentional as 
this location was where people 
came to worship the Greek god 
Pan as well as Caesar. Jesus 
wanted his followers to know 
the gates of  hell will not prevail, 
nor will Greek gods or any other 
gods, as they have no power over 
the gospel.

 Read Luke 8:26-39 to find out 
how Jesus casts the demons 
out of  the Gerasene demonaic 
in Kursi. We were there! Very 
interesting archeological site.

Next, we traveled to Yardenit, 
the baptismal site on the Jordan 
River. Six people from our group 
chose to be baptized at this loca-
tion. Many other groups were 
there and all took turns to have 
a small ceremony, witnessing 
the total emerging baptisms in 
the Jordan. It was a very special 
time. 

In the evening, we enjoyed 
a boat ride to the center of  the 
Sea of  Galilee. We had a beauti-
ful worship service where we 
sang familiar songs and prayed. 
I closed my eyes and imagined 
our Lord Jesus on a boat on 
this lake. At one point the wind 
picked up. It reminded me of  
the time Jesus was sleeping in a 
boat on the sea and his disciples 
were so fearful. We don’t have to 
fear. He is with us always. 

Next week: Day 4. The adven-
ture continues! 

Birthdays
Happy landmark big-deal 18th 

birthday to Kourtnee Wise of  
Middletown on Thursday, July 
25. I hope you summer is going 
superbly! 

Best wishes to brand-new 18 
year old Sterling Gray of  Lower 
Swatara Township on July 25. 
Congrats on turning into an 
adult. Hope your Thursday cel-
ebration is thrilling!

Mark Fulton will have happy 
birthday balloons flying on July 
25 as he adds another candle to 
his cake on Thursday! I hope the 
day is delicious, Mark!

Elizabeth Chavey of  Lower 
Swatara will hear the birthday 
song on Thursday, July 25. Have 
a wonderful time all day, Eliza-
beth!

Isaiah Rogers Keeney of  
Middletown hits No. 15 on July 
25. May your Thursday be tons 
of  fun, Isaiah. Have a happy one!

Best wishes to Marissa Rom-
berger of  Lower Swatara, who 
turns 15 on Friday, July 26. I 
hope it is fantastic!

Nathan Witmer of  Lower 
Swatara marks his big-deal 18th 
cake day on Friday, July 26. 
Celebrate you all weekend long, 
Nathan!

Happy confetti-popping day to 
Rob Rineer of  Lower Swatara on 

Friday, July 26. It’s a good day to 
celebrate with cake and stream-
ers, Rob!

Here is a shout-out to Ed Ar-
nold of  Lower Swatara. He cel-
ebrates his super-duper birthday 
on Saturday, July 27. Enjoy!

Another “Congrats, you’re an 
adult” birthday ... Kobe Brown 
of  Lower Swatara turns 18 on 
Sunday, July 28. Wishing you 
well and much joy, Kobe. Have a 
wonderful weekend! 

Happy 20th cake-and-ice 
cream day to Hayley Kern of  
Lower Swatara. She joins the 20 
club on Sunday, July 28. 

Happy birthday wishes are 
sent to Troy Yost. Hoping you 
are surrounded by your loving 
family on your day, July 28! May 
29 terrific things happen on 
Sunday. 

Happy birthday balloons will 
be flying for Michelle P. Sabol of  
Middletown on Monday, July 29. 
Keep cool, Michelle, and enjoy 
your me-holiday!

Keep the party going at the 
Yost home ... Priscilla Yost 
marks her cake day on July 30. 
May your loving family bring 
you much joy on Tuesday, and 
always!

Brianna Jones of  Middletown 
gets to celebrate her 22nd birth-
day on Tuesday, July 30. Enjoy 
some cool breezes on your day, 
Brianna!

Happy birthday to Joe Klock 
on July 30. Enjoy your quarter-
of-a-century cake day on Tues-
day! Much joy and love to you, 
Joey!

Best wishes for a fantastic 
and terrific Tuesday cake day 
to Frank Linn of  Lower Swatara 
on July 30. Many smiles to you, 
Frank!

Happy birthday to Torin 
Bayhart of  Middletown. May 
all your dreams come true on 
Tuesday, July 30, for the best 
birthday yet! 

Anniversaries
Congratulations to Bill and 

Doris Dixson of  Lower Swatara 
Township on Wednesday, July 
24. Wow, 65 years! 

Happy 38th wedding anniver-
sary to Bob and Becky Wier-
man of  Lower Swatara. They 
celebrate on Thursday, July 25. I 
hope it is romantic!

Dale and Julie Reigle of  Lower 
Swatara celebrate 38 years of  
wedded bliss on Thursday, July 
25. Congrats and best wishes to 
you both!

Ed and Mary Hawk of  Lower 
Swatara mark 49 years of  mar-
riage on July 25. Congrats to you 
lovebirds!

Marlin and Grace Heisey of  
Lower Swatara will mark their 
69th anniversary on Sunday, 
July 28. Congratulations and 
God bless! 

Free outdoor movie night
Looking for something to 

do Aug. 10? Come to the free 
outdoor movie night featuring 
the newest, live (CGI) version of  
the movie “Dumbo” at River-
side Chapel/New Beginnings 
Church, 630 S. Union St., Middle-
town.

There will be free games, 
refreshments and music starting 
at 7 p.m. Bring chairs and picnic 
blankets.

The movie will start at 8 p.m.  
This event is rain or shine. In 
the event of  rain, the movie will 
be shown indoors. 

Baby brother born
Rachel and Nathaniel Perry 

of  Middletown welcomed a new 
little blessing into their hearts 
and home on July 15. Nolan 
John Perry weighed in at 8 
pounds, 1 ounce. Big sister Sa-
vannah is excited to have a new 
baby brother.

Happy grandparents are 
Craig and Donna Etter of  Lower 
Swatara and Ed and Constance 
Perry of  Bermuda. Congratula-
tions to Nathaniel and Rachel on 
your precious gift from God! 

Cool Taco Dip
1 pkg. 8 oz. cream cheese
taco seasoning salsa
shredded lettuce
sliced black olives
shredded cheddar cheese
Combine cream cheese and 

taco seasoning. Spread on bot-
tom of  shallow dish. 

Spread all the ingredients 
over it. Serve with tortilla chips. 
Enjoy!

Researching Students
Kaitlyn Welch of  Elizabeth-

town is pursuing a bachelor of  
science in biology at Lebanon 
Valley College. She is involved 
in conducting research in the 
natural sciences alongside fac-
ulty mentors this summer at the 
college. 

Kimberly Wolf of  Elizabeth-
town is pursuing a bachelor of  
science in neuroscience. She 
is conducting research using a 
rat model of  iron deficiency to 
determine whether stress ex-
asperates iron deficiency in the 
serotonin system. 

Quote of the Week
“Few of  us know what we re-

ally want, and none of  us knows 
what is best for us. That knowl-
edge remains in the hands of  
God. This is the best reason for 
limiting our prayers to requests 
for guidance, for an open mind 
to receive it, and for courage and 
confidence to use it.” — Anony-
mous 

Question of the Week
What is your favorite ice 

cream?
“Famella (vanilla), mint and 

chocolate!” — Elsie Romine, 5, 
Mechanicsburg.

“Mint chocolate chip!” — Jon 
Benkovic, 8, Lower Paxton 
Township.

“Moose Tracks.” — Anna Ben-
kovic, 10, Lower Paxton.

“Chocolate mint.” — Jonah 
Cooper, 5, Harrisburg.

“Blue and orange!” — Simon 
Cooper, 2, Harrisburg.

“Sometimes I like teaberry, 
other times it is Moose Tracks, 
or cookies and cream, but I al-
ways like it in a dish!” — Jackie 
Cooper, Harrisburg. 

Proverb for the Week
A discerning man keeps 

wisdom in view, but a fool’s eyes 
wander to the ends of  the Earth 
(17:24).

Reach LaVonne Ackerman at 
717-649-7366 or by email at La-
VonneAck@comcast.net.

MASD free summer 
food program in place

The Middletown Area School 
District is part of  the Summer 
Food Service Program. 

Free lunches are being pro-
vided, rain or shine, Monday 
through Friday, to children 
ages 18 and younger. 

It is not necessary to regis-
ter. Sites are Middletown Area 
High School cafeteria, 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m., through Aug. 2; 
Fink Elementary School, War 
Memorial Field concession 
stand, 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., 
through Aug. 9; and St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church, Middletown, 
11:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m., through 
Aug. 9. 

Youth Club Bingo  
set for Thursdays

Youth Club Bingo will be 
held Thursday nights at the 
Middletown Volunteer Fire 
Department, 10 Adelia St. 

Doors open at 5 p.m., and 
bingo starts at 6:45 p.m.

Proceeds benefit the Middle-
town Youth Club.

PSU offers graduate, 
undergraduate courses 

Penn State Harrisburg, 777 
W. Harrisburg Pike, is offering 
a summer session, which runs 
through Aug. 7.

Register at 717-948-6250 or 
email hbgadmit@psu.edu.

Library summer 
reading event is July 31

The Middletown Public 
Library, 20 N. Catherine St. is 

holding its reading program 
through Aug. 7. 

At 10:30 a.m. Wednesday, 
July 31, Bright Star Theatre 
presents, “One Small Step,” the 
real life journey to outer space.

For more information, visit 
www.middletownpubliclib.org 
or call 717-944-6412.

Live music on deck  
at Sunset Bar & Grill

John and Amy Chapman will 
perform on the deck at Sunset 
Bar & Grill, 2601 Sunset Drive, 
at 7 p.m. Thursday, July 25.

Grantville fire company 
holding annual carnival

The Grantville Volunteer 
Fire Company is sponsoring 
its 71st annual carnival start-
ing at 6 p.m. daily, July 24-27, 
at the Grantville VFC Carnival 
Grounds, 251 Firehouse Road.

Featured will be amusement 
rides, a Chinese auction, cash 
bingo, entertainment, food and 
a grand finale fireworks show 
at closing Saturday night.

Winners of Blue & Gold 
raffle announced

The winners of  The Blue 
& Gold Club’s annual raffle 
drawing are: first, Ed and 
Joan Fox, Middletown; second, 
Augie Spadone, Middletown; 
third, Vicki Kuba, Middletown; 
fourth, Helen Mary Reeves, 
Virginia; and fifth, Ed Smerick, 
Middletown.  

The club thanks everyone 
who participated in the raffle 
and for brick purchases, mem-
berships and donations.

TOWN TOPICS

From Wednesday through Fri-
day, motorists using Roundtop 
Road in Londonderry Township 
may experience delays, as part of  
the road is being resurfaced.

Crews will resurface a 2.2-mile 
section of  Roundtop Road between 
Waltonville Road and Route 341 
(Colebrook Road).

From 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. all three 

days, motorists may encounter 
single-lane restrictions with 
flaggers directing traffic as work 
proceeds, the Pennsylvania De-
partment of  Transportation said.

The work schedule is subject to 
change based on weather.

The affected stretch of  road, of-
ficially State Route 2005, averages 
more than 600 vehicles a day.

ingo BlastB
12 CARDS for $30

ingo BlastB
Saturday, July 27th

7 pm ~ Doors open at 5 pm

HUMMELSTOWN FIRE COMPANY
249 E. Main Street, Hummelstown

With this coupon
Expires 7/27/19

$1 Off
Bingo

** COUPON **••• COUPON •••

HHH $1,000 CASH JACKPOT HHH
PAYOUT:

16 Games @ $50, 4 Games @ $75

LIVE MUSIC STARTS @ 7 PM     2601 Sunset Dr., Middletown • 717-944-9262

Come watch the sunset with us!

Check our full entertainment schedule @ sunsetgc.com/bar-grill or “Like” us on Facebook: facebook.com/sunsetbandg

Thursday nights on the deck
Summer Music Series

AUGUST SCHEDULE:
Aug. 4  Private event (No entertainment)

Aug. 8 Don Johnson Band
Aug. 15 Je� rey Walker
Aug. 22 Bodhi’s Ransom
Aug. 29 Je� rey Walker

Sundown Sunset Drink Specials!

WED., JULY 24 - 7 PM - Honeypump
And Race Night At The Carnival 

 THURS., JULY 25 - 7 PM - Luv Gods
FRI., JULY 26 - 7 PM - Pentagon & 

Rico and the Ravens
SAT., JULY 27 - 7:30 PM - The Original Mudflaps
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Grantville VFC Carnival Grounds
251 Firehouse Road, Grantville

NO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES PERMITTED ~ NO PETS EXCEPT SERVICE DOGS

**All-you-can-ride for $20 | 6-close pm Wed. - Fri.**

Gigantic 
Grand Finale 

Fireworks Show 
at Closing 

Saturday Night

July 24, 25, 26 & 27
Starts at 6:00 pm daily

CASH BINGO • Amusement 
Rides • Dunking Booth • Gifts 

Galore Chinese Auction
with over $2,000 in prizes 

NIGHTLY ENTERTAINMENT GATE 
DONATION 

Wed. & Thurs. 
Free!

Friday & 
Saturday 

$5 
21 & older

71st Annual

Homemade Food • Games *BRING YOUR LAWN CHAIRS*

&PRESS
 JOURNAL

Count on us to cover 
your local municipal 

meetings and help you 
make sense of it all. Locally owned since 1854

PHOTO COURTESY OF LAVONNE ACKERMAN

Yardenit is a baptismal site on the Jordan River.

PennDOT road work will slow traffic in Londonderry Township

The Emmanuel Men’s Quartet 
will be in concert at 10 a.m. Sunday 
in the Prayer Hub at Doug Lamb 
Construction Co., 1180 Zeager 

Road, Elizabethtown. 
There is no charge but a freewill 

offering will be taken. This concert 
is being sponsored by the Cedar 

Hill Community Church. 
The quartet is brothers Nathan 

and Jonathan McLaughlin and 
their cousins, Stephen and Phil-

lip Stence. They are the young 
men’s quartet of  the Emmanuel 
Wesleyan Church located in Gratz. 

Call 717-367-5485 with questions.

Emmanuel Men’s Quartet plans Sunday performance in Elizabethtown
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CARD OF THANKS, 
IN MEMORIAM 

AND OBITUARIES

Obituaries: 
Notify your funeral director 
that you would like your love 
one’s obituary to appear in the 
Press & Journal.
Fee: 31¢ per word. $5 for 
photo billed through funeral 
home. 

Card of Thanks & 
In Memoriam: 
Contact the Press & Journal 
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pamsmith@pressandjournal.
com. 
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or charge.
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AUTO DEALER
Hondru Auto
2005 South Market Street, 
Elizabethtown
717-367-6644

Sutliff Chevrolet, Don Stago
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg
717-234-4444 or 717-940-4963

AUTO SERVICE
Dailey’s Service Station
200 East Main Street, Middletown
717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station
138 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service
231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown
717-944-7154

FLOWERS
Michele Hughes Lutz
Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton 
717-944-5425

HALLMARK CARDS  
& GIFTS
Middletown Pharmacy 
& Gift Shop
436 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1640

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Dale Sinniger & Son Electric
717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring
5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg
717-545-6103

HW Wilson Roofing
2161 North Union Street, Middletown 
717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service
3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown
717-367-3724

INSURANCE
State Farm Insurance
Steve Lane
735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

PRINTING
Press And Journal Publications
Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery
For More Information 
717-944-4628

RESIDENTIAL 
COMMUNITY
Woodland Hills
103 Sage Boulevard, Middletown
717-629-6177

SALON
Sharp Cuts
124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000

Support Your 
Local Businesses

William Foreman
MIDDLETOWN

William E. “Chip” Foreman, 
70, of  Middletown, entered into 
eternal rest on Monday, July 15, 
2019 at Hershey Medical Center. 

He was born November 3, 1948 
in Middletown and was the lov-
ing son of  the late William G. and 
Patricia (Ralston) Foreman.

Chip worked for Met-Ed for 
30+ years. He was a member of  
the Men’s Class at the Riverside 
Chapel, Middletown. Chip was a 
member of  the Middletown Fire 
Department. He was also the for-
mer president of  the Middletown 
Band Booster Club. He enjoyed 
woodworking and golfing but his 
greatest joy was his family.

In addition to his parents, he is 
preceded in death by his brother, 
Ronald Foreman.

Chip is survived by his loving 
wife of  46 years, Dawn (Givler); 
son: Matthew Foreman (Chris-
tina) of  Berlin, Md.; daughter, 
Christy Foreman (Ron Chervon) 
of  Pittsburgh; brother, Thomas 
Foreman; grandchildren, Mack-
enna and Cole Foreman; one new 
grandchild on the way; and four 
nieces and nephews.

A tribute to Chip’s life was held 
on Saturday, July 20, 2019 at 2 p.m. 
at Matinchek Funeral Home and 
Cremation Services, Inc., 260 E. 
Main St., Middletown, with the 
Rev. Britt Strohecker officiating. 
There was a visitation from 6 to 8 
p.m. on Friday, July 19, 2019 and 
a visitation from 1 p.m. until the 
time of  the service on Saturday at 
the funeral home.

Interment was at Middletown 
Cemetery.

Condolences may be made 
online at www.matinchekfuner-
alhome.com. 

Philip Susemihl 
HUMMELSTOWN

Philip Rhodes Susemihl, 71, of  
Hummelstown, passed away on 
Friday, July 12, 2019, at his home 
with family by his side.  

Born in Elkins Park on July 
5, 1948, he was the son of  the 
late Harry and Rosalie Rhodes 
Susemihl.

Phil retired from Ford Motor 
Credit after over 20 years as an 
adjuster, and also retired from 
Nationwide Insurance as an 
insurance adjuster. He was a 
1966 graduate of  the Cheltenham 
High School, and a 1971 graduate 
of  the former Lambuth Univer-
sity, Jackson, Tennessee. Phil 
served with the Pennsylvania 
Army National Guard during the 
Vietnam War era. He was a mem-
ber of Zion Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Hummelstown. Very 
intellectual about religion, Phil 
taught the Adult Sunday School 
Forum for the Presbyterian 
Congregation of Middletown. An 
observer of  all things, he loved to 
read; was a talented writer; and 
enjoyed political commentary. 
Phil was also an avid Phillies 
and Penn State fan. Generous 
to a fault, Phil would give to any 
cause or need.

Phil was preceded in death by 
his first wife, Patricia Johnston 

Susemihl; and is survived by his 
second wife, Ann Wert Susemihl, 
and his long-time partner and the 
love of  his life, Sally Montgomery 
Cummins. He is also survived by 
two daughters, Claire Lute, wife 
of  Chris of  Colorado; and Kelly 
Susemihl of  Pennsylvania; one 
sister, Anne Kellegher of  Dela-
ware; and 11 grandchildren.

In addition to his parents and 
first wife, Phil was preceded in 
death by two daughters, Alaina 
Molenda and Jill Susemihl; and 
one brother, Richard Susemihl. 

A celebration of  Phil’s life will 
be held Saturday, July 27, 2019, 
at 11 a.m. at Zion Evangelical 
Lutheran Church, 100 West Main 
Street, Hummelstown. Relatives 
and friends will be received at a 
reception in Leatherman Hall of  
the church following the service. 

In lieu of  flowers memorial 
contributions may be made to 
Zion Lutheran Church, 100 West 
Main Street, Hummelstown, PA 
17036; or to the Central Pennsyl-
vania Food Bank, Harrisburg 
Warehouse, 3908 Corey Road, 
Harrisburg, PA 17109. 

Trefz & Bowser Funeral Home, 
Inc, 114 West Main Street, Hum-
melstown, is handling the ser-
vice.  

Online condolences may be 
shared at www.trefzandbowser.
com.

In Memoriam
In loving memory of
Joseph E. Samuels
who passed away
July 28, 2001

We thought of you
With love today,
But that is nothing new;
We thought about you yester-
day,
And days before that too.
We think of you in silence,
We often speak your name;
Now all we have are memories,
And your picture in a frame,
 Your memory is our keepsake,
With which we’ll never part;
God has you in his keeping,
We have you in our hearts.

Sadly missed and dearly loved 
by his family

Adv.

Walter Klocko Jr.
MIDDLETOWN

Walter W. Klocko Jr., 86, of  
Middletown, entered into eternal 
rest on Thursday, July 18, 2019. 
Born May 15, 1933, in Port Griffith, 
Pa., he was the son of  the late 
Walter W. Sr. and Mary (Griglock) 
Klocko. He was the loving husband 
of  Brenda M. (Myers) Klocko for 
over 45 years. 

Walt was a member of  Seven 
Sorrows BVM Catholic Church 
and a proud graduate of  Exeter 
High School, class of  1952, where 
he lettered in football, basketball 
and baseball. He also was a gradu-

ate of  Williamsport Technical 
Institute, Williamsport, Pa., and 
from the University of  San Fran-
cisco in 1978 with a Bachelor of  
Science in Business Administra-
tion (BSBA) degree.

Walt’s business career consisted 
of  over 25 years of  experience in 
communications in support of  
marketing, advertising, presen-
tations and publications. Over 
the years, he was employed by 
Lockheed, General Electric, Ford 
Aerospace and his own business, 
Klocko Consultants in Sunnyvale, 
Calif., which helped launch the 
cable industry in California.

Walt counted among his most 
valued accomplishments his work 
with the United States Space Pro-
gram championed by President 
Kennedy. Throughout his life, Wal-
ter enjoyed reading, traveling, and 
sports, both playing and watching 
on TV. He was a very good golfer 
winning many trophies. 

Walt’s three most important 
values lifelong were his love of  
family, his love of  Church and his 
love of  our country. 

Walt is survived by his wife; his 
daughters, Wendy Lou Kirk, of  
Vancouver, Wash. and Beth Ann 
and husband, Adrian Grove, of  
Los Angeles, Calif.; his sisters, 
Irene (Klocko) Gray, Wyoming, 

Pa., Sister Marcine Klocko, SSCM, 
of  Bluffton, S.C., and Therese M. 
(Klocko) Kemp, of  Stuart, Fla.; and 
many nieces and nephews. His 
sister, Marion (Klocko) Klaproth 
preceded him in death.

A Mass of  Christian Burial will 
be held on Thursday, July 25, 2019, 
at 11 a.m. in Seven Sorrows BVM 
Catholic Church, 280 N. Race 
Street, Middletown, Pa., with the 
Rev. Fr. Ted Keating officiating. A 
visitation will be from 10 to 11 a.m. 
on Thursday at the church. 

Matinchek Funeral Home & 
Cremations Services, Inc., 260 East 
Main Street, Middletown, Pa., has 
been entrusted with handling the 
arrangements.

Burial will be in St. John’s 
Baptist Cemetery, Exeter, Pa. on 
Monday, July 29, 2019, at 12 p.m. 

In lieu of  flowers, memorial 
donations may be made to his 
church.

Condolences can be sent online 
at www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com. 

between Ann and Vine streets 
in Middletown averages 13,317 
vehicles per day, according to a 
count from July 12, 2018.

Outside of  the borough, Ann 
Street is Route 441, which is 
state-owned.

Borough staff  and Council-
or Ian Reddinger approached 
PennDOT in 2016 to partner with 
the state on repaving Ann Street.

It could have cost the borough 
$890,000, according to a 2017 esti-
mate from the borough’s consult-
ing engineers, HRG.

Many more meetings were 
held over the past two years be-
tween PennDOT managers and 
engineers and with Klinepeter 
and Middletown Public Works 
Director Greg Wilsbach, leading 
to the road swap “which we both 
feel makes the most sense for both 
agencies,” Klinepeter said.

PennDOT confirmed the ac-
count in an email to the Press 
& Journal from Crochunis, who 
said: “Our Dauphin County main-
tenance crew will mill and pave 
Ann Street next year.”

The swap does not require 
approval of  the state Legisla-
ture because the length of  road 
involved in the exchange falls 
short of  a specified threshold, 
Klinepeter said.

Once the swap is finalized, 
Klinepeter said he anticipates 
PennDOT awarding a contract 
for repairs to the Ann Street 

bridge in November, with the 
work scheduled for completion 
in summer 2020 depending upon 
weather.

The project calls for adding 
approach slabs to each end of  the 
bridge, replacing the damaged 
parapet, guiderail and fence, and 
replacing the settled sidewalk 
adjacent to the bridge.

Radar detection would be 
added to the traffic signal at Ann 
and West Main. Pedestrian safety 
improvements are to be added, 
plus handicapped-accessible 
curb ramps and updated signs.

For roughly the first 30 days of  
the bridge project, traffic will be 
detoured via Airport Drive and 
the Airport Connector. There 
will be single-lane closures for 
the rest of  the project.

As the road swap transfers 
ownership responsibilities for the 
bridge to PennDOT, future gen-
erations of  Middletown residents 
will no longer be burdened with 
“the financial responsibility for 
future repairs and replacement” 
of  the bridge, Klinepeter told the 
Press & Journal in an email.

After the bridge is repaired, 
PennDOT will move onto milling 
and resurfacing all of  Ann Street 
in the borough from West Main 
to Union. The borough will work 
with PennDOT in communicat-
ing information about parking 
restrictions that will be in place 
during the repaving.

The project will not widen Ann 
Street — which may disappoint 

residents whose vehicles parked 
on the street have been hit by 
tractor-trailers — a frequent 
occurrence, according to Middle-
town police reports over the past 
several years.

But with residences on both 
sides of  Ann Street already so 
close to the sidewalk, it is hard 
to see from where the property 
would come in order to widen 
the street.

PennDOT will install new 
handicapped-accessible curb 
ramps to the sidewalk at major 
intersections on Ann Street as 
part of  the project.

But otherwise, “this not a re-
build of  Ann Street,” Klinepeter 
said in his email, nor is it a 
streetscape project, such as the 
multi-million dollar grant-fund-
ed project with sidewalks, pavers, 
and decorative street lights that 
was done on Union Street.

However, for the many resi-
dents who must use Ann Street 
every day to get to work, school, or 
wherever else — it should mean 
a much less bumpy ride. And it 
doesn’t appear their taxes will 
have to go up to pay for it.

An added bonus of  the borough 
acquiring ownership of  Union 
Street is that the borough will 
no longer have to go through 
PennDOT for requests to close 
the road for activities such as the 
Kuppy’s Diner Cruise-In, or for 
the events Tattered Flag has been 
having such as the Little Little 
Beer Festival, Klinepeter said.

The price tag for about 100 road 
projects in a list provided to the 
commissioners is $575,000. 

According to Lanman, one of  
the main funding sources for the 
project will be the township’s 
liquid fuels fund. 

The township receives about 
$290,000 annually, and the town-
ship has about $943,000 total in 
the fund. 

“Traditionally, in Lower Swata-
ra, that money has been used for 
paving,” Lanman said. He said a 
majority of  the paving has been 
done in-house.

For months, the commissioners 
have discussed implementing a 
stormwater utility fee. Lanman 
said funds from the fee could fund 
some of  the projects.

However, some funds may be 
needed for a multi-million dollar 
stormwater project in Rosedale 
Manor to move utilities out of  
private land and into streets and 
to address flooding issues. 

So far this year, the public 
works department has worked 
in Old Reliance Farms, includ-
ing repairing inlets and armored 
culvert cross pipes on Longview 
Drive that were eroding. 

At the special meeting on 
roads July 17, Lanman gave the 
commissioners a map of  storm-
water projects and a list of  about 
100 road projects that Lanman 
described as the “cream of  the 
crop” of  the township’s roadway 
pavement management plan. 

Some roads are on the list 
multiple times because the plan 
calls for work in multiple parts 
of  the road. Seven parts of  North 
Union Street, for example, calls 
for work such as from Fiddlers 
Elbow to Longview Drive and 
from Longview Drive to Fulling 
Mill Road. 

“There will be times that I 
think we should pave a road 
even though it may not be listed 
on here just to make the road 
complete from beginning to end,” 
McBride said. 

Lanman went through road 
and stormwater issues and areas 
where the township might not 
want to do work because of  both 
ongoing and proposed develop-
ment, such as North Union Street 
near the future UPS warehouse. 

In some instances, such as on 
Kreider and AIP drives, Lanman 
is proposing to do more work than 
is recommended in the pavement 
management plan. For example, 
the plan calls for minor pothole 
patching and crack sealing on 
Kreider and AIP, but after Lan-
man examined the roads, he 
thought the roads needed to be 
redone, which would extend 
their lives.

Commissioner Ron Paul said 
while the projects are going on, 
the township has to address the 
pipes in the ground. When asked 
how many pipes needed to be re-
placed, Lanman said, “It’s a lot.” 

In Year Two, Lanman wants to 
tackle Strites Road, Spring House 
Road, Huckleberry Court and 
possibly Longview Drive.

There were about 20 Generals 
present at the first reunion, rang-
ing in age from 80 to 94. 

“They had a good time,” she 
said. “They all sat at the table. 
They shared, they laughed. It 
was good.”

The Generals again will be 
honored at this year’s reunion, 
although there may be fewer.

In all, the village has lost about 
12 to 15 members over the past 
year. Each was part of  the fabric 
of  the village, each part of  its 
history.

Abdullah recently preached at 
the funeral of  Jimmy Campbell, 
whose father had been a Middle-
town police officer.

The African-American com-
munity in Middletown has a rich 
history. Preserving it is part of  the 
reason for holding the reunion, 
and honoring the Generals.

There’s also no official writ-
ten history that exists of  the 
African-American community 
that Abdullah is aware of.

Sometime around 1976, a wom-
an named Virginia M. Schaeffer 
wrote a brief  history of  promi-
nent African-American families 
in Middletown that was published 
in the program for the annual arts 
and crafts fair by the Middletown 
Area Historical Society in 2010.

Schaeffer’s work is “a starting 
point,” Abdullah says, but much 
more needs to be done.

The story needs to be told of  
people in the African-American 
community who were landlords 
and who ran businesses and 
restaurants, such as the Copper 
Kettle, a place Abdullah remem-
bers where kids could go to dance 
and hang out, and enjoy pizza and 
hamburgers.

The history continues to unfold 
today. Even many Middletowners 
may not know that the current 
chairman of  the Pennsylvania 
Public Utility Commission is a 

Middletown Area High School 
graduate and Abdullah’s baby 
sister, Gladys Brown Dutrieuille.

To try and better preserve 
these stories going forward, the 
reunion committee has started 
publishing a newsletter. Each 
edition will profile a different 
member of  the village, and their 
contribution to its history.

The reunion committee also 
has plans to establish a scholar-
ship fund to assist needy children 
in the community.

More broadly, Abdullah sees 
the reunion effort as part of  a 
greater vision aimed at achieving 
more diversity in Middletown.

“I would like to see more diver-
sity in our community in regards 
to our school district — more 
African-American teachers, 
more counselors,” Abdullah said.

She’d like to see more diversity 
on borough council, and among 

those employed by the borough — 
not just African-Americans, but 
a work force that better reflects 
the growing diversity of  the town.

“I personally believe there is 
strength” in diversity, Abdullah 
said. “We all have something to 
offer. We are not all the same we 
don’t all think the same, but you 
may be able to open my eyes to 
something I wasn’t aware of  be-
cause of  your perspective on it. 
We have to be more open.”

ANN: Upcoming project will not widen street
From page A1

REPAIR: Lower Swatara roadwork to get started 
From page A1

VILLAGE: Preserving African-American legacy
From page A1
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EASY TO PLACE YOUR AD: online: pressandjournal.com/classifieds    call: 717-944-4628   visit: 20 S. Union St., Middletown

PUBLIC NOTICES PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

PRINT&WEB 
$10 (yard sales) 
$25 (commercial)

Legal & Public Notices 
call or email for pricing

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.

AUTOMOTIVE

 FREE EXCHANGE
 FOR OUR SUBSCRIBERS

 EMPLOYMENT

 EMPLOYMENT

 MISCELLANEOUS

 MISCELLANEOUS

DON’T NEED IT.
DON’T WANT IT.
OUTGROWN IT.
CAN’T USE IT.

Get rid of the 
clutter with a 
Press & Journal 
print and online
classified ad.

 YARD/GARAGE SALES

ONLY $10 FOR BOTH PRINT & DIGITAL 
HERE’S WHAT YOU GET FREE:

• FREE map of your yard sale location on our website.
• Post photos of your items on our website for FREE.
•  If your yard sale is rained out, your ad runs again the 

following week for FREE - call 717-944-4628.

To place, go to: pressandjournal.com/classified
Deadline: Monday 1 pm

YARD SALE – MOVING
Sat., July 27  •  8 a.m.-3 p.m.

408 Strasburg St., Lower Royalton
Household items, houseplants/garden 

plants, clothing, furniture.

GARAGE/YARD SALE
Fri., 7/26 & Sat, 7/27 • 7:30 a.m.-?

314 E. High St., Middletown. 
Follow signs to rear of property (garage),

Too many items to list. Rain or shine.

For sale: 2001 Ford Focus, 
red, hatchback, auto, cruise, 
sunroof, sharp and sporty, 
111,000 miles. Asking $800. 
Call 717-810-1865. (7/24)

Phoenix Contact USA, Inc. 
is seeking a Lead Product 
Marketing Specialist – Process 
and Building Automation in 
Middletown, PA to be resp to 
assist in the implementation 
of marketing plans, advertising 
& marketing campaigns, 
tradeshows, content for 
trade journals, sales efforts 
& website content mgmnt 
policies for Phoenix Contact’s 
catalog of industrial process 
&  b u i l d i n g  a u to m a t i o n 
products. Reqs: minimum of 
a Bach in Electrical Eng’g or 
related + exp in industrial data 
communications, incl process 
bus & factory automation 
sys; exp in factory & process 
automation networks incl 
E t h e r N e t / I P,  M O D B US, 
Profinet, Profibus, Foundation 
Fieldbus, HART & OPC; exp in 
building automation systems, 
incl Niagara software & sys 
architecture; exp in building 
automation networks, incl 
LON, BACnet & MODBUS; 
and knowledge of Pivotal, 
WebIE, and BaaN. Applicants 
must be willing to travel 
domestically up to 30% of 
the work schedule.  Interested 
applicants should visit Phoenix 
Contact USA, Inc.’s website at 
www.phoenixcontact.com and 
apply for the position online. 
(7/24)

For sale: 5x8 utility trailer, 
$325. Call John at 717-986-
1031.

Dental Insurance: Call 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
company for details. NOT 
just a discount plan, REAL 
coverage for 350 procedures. 
855-890-4914 or http://www.
dental50plus.com/Penn Ad# 
6118

A PLACE FOR MOM: The 
nation’s Largest senior living 
referral service. Contact our 
trusted, local experts today! Our 
service is FREE/no obligation. 
CALL 1-855-400-1032

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off and 0% financing for 
those who qualify. PLUS Senior 
& Military Discounts. Call 1-855-
569-3087

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Letters 
of Administration have been granted 
in the following estate. All persons 
indebted to the said estate are required 
to make payments and those having 
claims or demands are to present the 
same without delay to the Administrator 
named below.
ESTATE OF NOVEL ROOSEVELT 
WILLIAMS, aka NOEL WILLIAMS, 
late of Harrisburg, Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania, who died on May 23, 
2019. Cleo Williams, Administratrix 
and Charles J. Hartwell, Attorney, 2132 
Market Street, Camp Hill, PA  17011

#179 0710-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Letters 
Testamentary on the Estate of Joyce 
Vu, Deceased, late of Lower Swatara  
Twp., Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, 
have been granted to the undersigned 
Executor. All persons therefore in-
debted to said estate are requested 
to make immediate payment, and 
those having just claims will please 
present the same, duly authenticated, 
for settlement, without delay.
Jeremie Vu Representative’s, Executor
235 Kelker St. Harrisburg, PA 17102
Jayne A. Garver, Attorney
6723 Allentown Blvd., Harrisburg, 
PA 17112

#180 0710-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Notice is hereby given that Letters 
Testamentary have been granted 
in the following estate. All persons 
indebted to the said estate are required 
to make payments and those having 
claims or demands are to present the 
same without delay to the Executors 
named below.
ESTATE OF EMANUEL GUTGOLD, 
late of Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, 
(died) Executor and Morgan Cassel, 
Attorney: 624 North Front Street, 
Wormleysburg, PA  17043

#182 0717-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
 

ESTATE NOTICE
Letters Testamentary on the Estate 

of Frances J. Wolfgang, date of death 
June 25, 2019, late of Middletown 
Borough, Dauphin County, Pennsyl-
vania, having been granted to the 
undersigned, all persons indebted to 
said Estate are requested to make 
immediate payment and those hav-
ing claims will present them without 
delay to:

 
Christopher A. Okerberg, Executor
c/o Pannebaker & Mohr, P.C.
4000 Vine St, Suite 101
Middletown, PA 17057
 or to:
Kendra A. Mohr, Esq.
Pannebaker & Mohr, P.C.
4000 Vine St, Suite 101
Middletown, PA 17057

#183 0724-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

OFFICE ASSISTANT 
Full-time and Part-time

WANTED

COMPENSATION:
Full-time position benefits: health insurance, short-term 

disability insurance, 401K, paid time off. 
Part-time position benefits: paid time off. 
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By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Middletown’s newest police officer 
is a 2014 Middletown Area High School 
graduate who says “there is nothing 
more I would rather do than to be able 
to give back to the community that 
has given me everything.”

Borough council July 16 approved 
the hiring of  Todd Michael Houser 
Jr., 23, as a part-time officer with the 
Middletown Police Department.

He still lives in the house he grew 
up in in Lower Swatara Township 
along with his parents, Jennifer and 
Todd Sr.

A wrestler in the Blue Raider pro-
gram for 15 years, Houser said he’s 
never wanted to be anything but a 
police officer. 

He interned with the Swatara Town-

ship Police Department in his senior 
year of  high school, and after gradu-
ating earned an associate’s degree in 
police science from Harrisburg Area 
Community College.

Houser graduated from the HACC 
police academy June 27.

“Being given the chance to work in 
the town that I grew up in is an oppor-
tunity that I am extremely humbled 
by and grateful for,” Houser said in 
a biography provided to the Press & 
Journal by the department.

Houser joins five other part-time 
patrol officers, according to the roster 
on the borough website. The depart-
ment has 12 full-time officers, includ-
ing interim Chief  Sgt. Dennis Morris.

The base salary of  a part-time of-
ficer is $20.69 an hour, based on the 
contract between the police associa-
tion and the borough.

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Todd Michael Houser Jr., right, is congratulated by Sgt. William Sindorf, a HACC 
Police Academy instructor and a retired Manheim Township police officer, for 
graduating in June.

New part-time officer 
is recent MAHS grad

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

In its most detailed report made 
public so far this year, a Middletown 
Police Department officer told bor-
ough council on July 16 that calls for 
service to the department are up 12 
percent this year compared to 2018.

Despite the increased activity — 
and an 18 percent increase in criminal 
investigations — the department is 
under budget for the year, Patrol Of-
ficer Mark Laudenslager said in the 
report presented to council.

The department reported 5,605 calls 
for service through July 16 of  this 
year, compared to 5,015 for the same 
period in 2018.

Detective Sgt. Gary Rux told the 
Press & Journal he cannot comment 
on the report, beyond the numbers 
and information that were publicly 
presented to council during the meet-
ing. 

Criminal investigations have led 
to 30 arrests. The department still 
has more than 100 open cases that 
have been assigned for criminal in-
vestigation.

The cases investigated so far this 
year include 72 closed cases of  child 
abuse, including cases involving 
abuse of  a sexual or physical nature, 
as well as neglect.

A case can become closed for a 
variety of  reasons. The case may 
have been solved, or the matter being 
investigated may turn out to have 
been unfounded. 

Also, a case might be closed because 
an alternative way to resolve the is-
sue has been found, instead of  filing 
charges. A case may be considered 
closed if  the district attorney’s office 
does not support filing charges.

The criminal investigations also 
include 49 property crimes, 12 sex 
crimes involving only adults, and 
17 homicides or suspicious deaths 
including overdoses.

The report did not provide a public 
breakdown regarding homicides.

Three people were killed in the 
murder-suicide that occurred in an 
apartment at 134 S. Union St. on Jan. 2. 

The department has also filed 
charges in the March 14 fatal drug 
overdose of  Carla Nelson at 21 S. 

Union St. 
Laudenslager’s report also covered 

activity for June 16 through July 16.
The department reported 851 calls 

for service during the month that 
included 14 assaults, one robbery, one 
burglary, three arsons, five DUIs, two 
firearm charges, 65 traffic citations, 
and 15 non-traffic citations.

The patrol division handled 55 
cases for the month, involving 54 
victims and 42 people being arrested, 
Laudenslager said.

Under budget
For Jan. 1 through July 16, the de-

partment has used 43 percent of  the 
funds allotted to it for all of  2019 in 
the general fund budget that was ap-
proved by council, Laudenslager said.

Public safety, which includes the 
police department, makes up 53 per-
cent of  the borough’s annual general 
fund expense budget of $6.9 million for 
2019, according to the budget posted 
on the borough website.

The police department expense 
budget for 2019 is $3.2 million.

The 43 percent used so far includes 
department overtime to date, borough 
Finance Director Kevin Zartman told 
the Press & Journal in an email.

The borough is also saving the an-
nual $96,000 salary that was budgeted 
for Chief  George Mouchette but is not 
being spent. 

Mouchette has been suspended 
without pay since Aug. 21, 2018, when 
sexual assault charges were filed 
against Mouchette after he allegedly 
tried to rape a woman who was meet-
ing with him in his office Aug. 13, 2018. 
The charges against Mouchette are 
pending in Dauphin County Court, 
and his next scheduled court appear-
ance is Sept. 23.

Sgt. Dennis Morris is in charge of  
the police department, as interim 
chief. Mouchette is still a borough 
employee but is not being paid.

The report was presented at the 
same meeting in which council was 
reacting to the post made on the 
Middletown Borough Police Officers 
Association’s Facebook page claiming 
that the borough was pursuing talks 
that could lead to the department be-
ing disbanded in favor of  relying upon 
other means to provide police service.

Middletown police 
calls up 12 percent, 
department under 
budget for 2019



www.pressandjournal.com    |    info@pressandjournal.com Wednesday, July 24, 2019  THE PRESS & JOURNAL   A5

3444 Round Top Rd., Elizabethtown

MUSSER’S TREE SERVICE 
FREE ESTIMATES

•Tree & Shrubbery Pruning•Tree & Stump Removal
•Fertilization •Cabling

TREE PRESERVATION SPECIALISTS
Residential • Commercial
State Licensed Applicator

 FULLY INSURED
YEAR ’ROUND

24 Hr. Storm Damage Response

533-4458 • 367-3724 

Daniel L. Musser, 
Certifi ed Arborist

Hershey

MEMBER

NATIONAL ARBORIST 
ASSOCIATION

944-1000
• • • HOURS • • •

Monday 1-8; Tuesday 12-8 
Wednesday Closed ; Thursday 10-8 

Friday 9-8; Saturday 8-12

124 W. Main Street, Middletown

Sharp Cuts

10% Senior 
Citizen 

Discount 
Everyday!

told the Press & Journal, referring 
to public reaction to the borough 
in 2017 seeking a proposal from 
Lower Swatara Township to 
contract out to the township the 
providing of  police services in 
Middletown.

While the post appears on the 
association Facebook page, the 
local association officers shortly 
after the July 16 council meeting 
began referring media questions 
to McGovern and the FOP.

Asked what the association 
based the Facebook post on, 
McGovern said that an associa-
tion member had received a call 
from a borough resident saying 
that Curry was “involved in ne-
gotiation with Steelton borough” 
regarding the providing of  police 
services in Middletown.

Asked directly after the meeting 
whether Middletown is holding 
talks with Steelton regarding 
police services, Curry did not 
confirm or deny it.

“I can represent that I have had 
discussions with many different 
municipalities over the years” 
regarding providing police ser-
vices in Middletown, Curry said. 
“I think you can fall victim to a 
Middletown rumor mill, or you 
can take me at my word. I will 
listen to a proposal from anyone, 
including Steelton.”

McGovern said the union doesn’t 
know for a fact whether Curry is 
holding talks with Steelton. 

“We only know what we were 
alerted to, that he was doing this. 
They have never come out and said 
they are not doing this, just that 
(there is) not an official proposal 
on the table,” he said.

McGovern pointed to a report 
given by Middletown police at 
the same July 16 council meeting, 
saying that the department has 
12 percent more calls for service 
so far this year compared to 2018, 
while having spent just 43 percent 
of  the funding allotted to the de-
partment for all of  2019.

“They are operating under bud-
get. Whatever they are doing, they 
are doing a heckuva job, and yet 
you have a mayor trying to get rid 
of  them,” McGovern said.

Middletown Police Detective 
Wade Bloom, an officer of  the po-
lice association who was present 
at the July 16 council meeting, 
referred questions to the FOP.

Lloyd statement
In Curry’s absence, Council 

President Angela Lloyd opened 

the meeting by reading this state-
ment:

“Before we begin the meeting, I 
would like to address a recent post 
on social media by the Middletown 
Police Officers Association. At this 
time no deal has been presented to 
council for review or discussion.

“If  at some point in the future a 
deal is presented, it would be our 
fiduciary responsibility to review 
(that) offer,” Lloyd continued. “No 
decision would be made without 
discussions with the police asso-
ciation professionals and of course 
the residents.

“As council president on behalf  
of  council, it is disappointing that 
a Facebook post would be made 
without a conversation with the 
borough,” Lloyd added. “We en-
courage any future questions to be 
directed to the borough manager.”

Lloyd responding to a text mes-
sage from the Press & Journal 
said council had taken no action 
authorizing Curry to enter into 
discussions with another munici-
pality regarding the providing of  
police services in Middletown.

Former councilor speaks out
Only one resident — former 

Councilor Rachelle Reid — raised 
the issue during the public com-
ment period following Lloyd read-
ing her statement.

The post might not have led 
to many residents attending the 
meeting, but members of  the 
police department were there in 
force.

At least eight officers — includ-
ing association leadership — were 
in the audience.

Reid in her comments said 
she had “heard” what is being 
discussed is “a combination of  
either we are going to disband or 
regionalize the police department, 
or we’re going to utilize the chief  of  
police from Steelton to administer 
the police department.”

Reid made clear she was not a 
fan of  any of  those options.

“We raised the taxes to cover out-
fitting the police with SUVs, side-
arms and semi-automatic rifles. 
Why would we even be considering 
regionalizing these guys again?” 

Reid asked, referring to the last 
time the borough had pursued 
the question of  regionalization or 
contracting out back in 2017. “We 
never can make this work.”

“What is it? These guys are 
great, these guys do an excel-
lent job, and every time you turn 
around you want to mess with 
them,” Reid said. “I think it’s dis-
graceful. These guys put their life 
on the line every day they put that 
uniform on. No one in this room 
but them will do that. I don’t see 
anybody else getting up and want-
ing to go to the police academy, go 
through the training, carry a gun 
and walk into a door where they 
don’t know who’s on the other side 
and if  they have a gun. Leave these 
guys alone.”

Lloyd responded by reading her 
earlier statement, but adding for 
emphasis “I cannot stress that 
enough” that any deal presented 
to council would have to involve 
discussions between council and 
the police and “of  course the 
residents.”

‘Fiduciary obligation’
Curry referred reporters to com-

ments he made in 2017, when the 
borough was pursuing contracting 
out police services in Middletown 
to Lower Swatara Township.

“As an elected official, I have 
a fiduciary obligation to always 
consider any option that is put 
forth,” Curry said. “If  there is an 
option available that accomplishes 
the three pillars that I have always 
had — if  there was an option that 
gave me the same or better level 
of  service, protected the jobs of  
my officers, and it also would save 
me money — I would consider 
it. If  it doesn’t meet those three 
pillars, you don’t even have my 
consideration.”

Asked if  this means the borough 
is “shopping around” for alterna-
tives to the providing of  police 
services in Middletown, the mayor 
responded: “It means that I will 
listen to any proposal.”

Of  nine residents who spoke 
during a public comment period 
during a special meeting Feb. 15, 
2017, none spoke in favor of  con-
tracting out with Lower Swatara, 
according to minutes of  the Feb. 
15 meeting posted on the borough 
website.

‘Always worth exploring’
If  the potential exists for Middle-

town and Steelton to save their 
respective residents money by 
working closer together when it 
comes to providing police services, 
why would the Middletown police 
association oppose such an idea, 
McGovern was asked.

“It’s always worth exploring,” 
McGovern said. “However you 
just tried to disband them two 
years ago and the public came 
out and said, we want our police. 
Why not come to the public and 
why not put it out at a council 
meeting, and let the public know 
you are looking into doing this, as 
opposed to some back-room deal 
behind everybody’s back where 
nobody knows what is going on — 
especially when two years ago you 
tried this and the public said no.”

Curry said there is no point in 
people getting worked up, because 
there is nothing to get worked up 
over.

“This is the same thing that hap-
pened last time,” he said. “People 
got all in a tizzy and thought 
that the sky was falling because 
there was simply a discussion 
on whether or not it can benefit 
multiple municipalities.”

“Until there is a formal proposal 
on the table, it means nothing,” 
Curry said. “You can’t say you 
are for or against something if  it 
doesn’t exist.”

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Police regionalization was on 
the front burner in late 2015, af-
ter a report done by consultants 
funded by Dauphin County ex-
tolled the ben-
efits of  the 
concept.

At that time, 
the only con-
solidation of  
police servic-
es between 
municipali-
ties in Dau-
phin County was between Pax-
tang and Swatara Township.

Four years later, that’s still the 
only one, said Dauphin County 
Commissioner Mike Pries, add-
ing that the Paxtang-Swatara 
arrangement continues to be a 
success.

Pries co-chaired a county com-
mittee on police regionalization 
that had been set up to fund and 
carry out the 2015 study.

The committee has not met 
since former District Attorney Ed 
Marsico, the co-chair, became a 
county judge in 2018, Pries said.

“Change is a four-letter word,” 
Pries said, referring to the appar-
ent lack of  progress — publicly at 
least — toward the consolidating 
of  police services in the county. 
“People say if  it ain’t broke, don’t 

fix it.”
Pries told the Press & Journal 

in a July 17 email that he has not 
been part of  any discussions be-
tween Middletown and Steelton 
regarding police services, and 
was not aware of  any discussions 
“recently taking place” between 
the two municipalities.

As in 2015, Pries said that the 
county is not “pushing” police 
consolidation, and that these de-
cisions are up to municipalities.

“The last thing we wanted to 
do was politicize this topic,” Pries 
said. “This has to be from the 
ground up.”

Pries also acknowledged that, 
shy of  outright merger and con-
solidation, the potential exists for 
municipalities in Dauphin Coun-
ty to save money when it comes 
to providing police services, just 
by working closer together.

Ideas about consolidating 
certain kinds of  purchasing, or 
sharing information technology 
and other kinds of  services, come 
up frequently during meetings 
that are held on a regular basis 
between the Dauphin County 
Chiefs of  Police Association and 
the county DA, Pries said.

Dauphin County Chief  Clerk 
Chad Saylor said that the county 
has not received “any official 
request for support” from any 
municipality in the county, in-
cluding Middletown and Steelton, 

regarding assistance in negotia-
tions concerning contracting out 
or regionalizing police services.

“Are there discussions in gen-
eral” among municipalities in 
the county regarding the issue? 
“Yes,” Saylor said. However he de-
clined to comment on discussions 
at the municipal level, including 
any that may be taking place be-
tween Middletown and Steelton.

“The municipalities need to 
be the ones to comment on any 
discussions they are having,” 
Saylor said.

Commissioners continue to 
support the concept of  regional-
ization and encourage munici-
palities to have discussions with 
each other to look at the options.

“They owe it to their taxpay-
ers,” Saylor said. “The issue is 
still out there, it’s just a difficult 
and challenging one. These 
municipalities are faced with 
tough budget choices. Balancing 
budgets without raising taxes is 
not easy. They have to look for 
options, or they are going to have 
to keep raising taxes.”

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Mayor James H. Curry III 
and then-Council President Ben 
Kapenstein launched the initia-
tive to talk to Lower Swatara 
Township about contracting out 
police services in Middletown in 
early 2017.

Then — as now — the borough 
did not have a permanent police 
chief. John Bey had resigned at 
the end of  December 2016. Curry 
in January 2017 tapped a retired 
New York City detective — George 
Mouchette — to run the depart-
ment, but on an interim basis.

In August 2017 — months after 
the talks between Middletown 
and Lower Swatara ended with 
no resolution — council with 
Curry’s backing made Mouchette 
permanent chief.

But a year later Mouchette was 
charged with sexual assault. He is 
suspended without pay — the sta-
tus Mouchette continues to hold 
as his case in Dauphin County 
Court is still pending — and Sgt. 
Dennis Morris was appointed as 
interim chief, a position he still 
holds today.

In early 2017, Curry had framed 
the issue as whether Middletown 
residents would be willing to ac-
cept higher taxes — estimated by 
Curry at the time as up to $250 
more a year for someone owning 
property valued at $100,000 — to 
pay for Middletown having the 
police department it needs; or 
whether residents would prefer 
getting rid of  the department 
and contracting out with another 
municipality, or being part of  a 
new regional force.

Curry and Kapenstein’s ex-
ploring the issue came nearly a 
year and a half  after Dauphin 
County commissioners  released 
a county-funded report done by 
consultants pushing the idea 
of  police regionalization in the 
county.

The county report included 
multiple police regionalization 
scenarios that would lessen the 
cost of  providing police services 
to residents of  county municipali-
ties, including Middletown.

The report did not include an 

option between just Middletown 
and Steelton. However, Middle-
town and Steelton were part of  
several other police regionaliza-
tion options that would have also 
included other nearby munici-
palities such as Lower Swatara 
and Highspire.

Generally, the more munici-
palities involved, the greater 
the savings to residents, and the 
fewer municipalities, the less 
potential for savings, according 
to the county report.

For example, the greatest po-
tential savings to residents would 
have resulted from the county 
forming one countywide police 
department, the report said.

The county held public meet-
ings to promote the report, but 
county officials also made it clear 
that the county had no power to 
impose police regionalization or 
contracting out upon any mu-
nicipality.

The issue got far enough in 2017 
that council under Kapenstein 
held a public meeting in February 
to get a better sense of  whether 
residents would be willing to pay 
a lot more to keep a stand-alone 
Middletown police, or whether 
residents were open to the other 
options.

Curry did not attend the Feb. 15 
meeting, citing work obligations.

Of  nine residents who spoke 
during the public comment 
period, none spoke in favor of  
contracting out with Lower 
Swatara, according to minutes 
of  the meeting posted on the 
borough website.

Objections raised focused on 
concerns over longer response 

times, officers who would not 
know borough residents as well, 
and the likely need for more po-
lice services in town due to the 
growing Penn State Harrisburg 
campus.

Shortly after the public meet-
ing, council set a 90-day time limit 
on the talks with Lower Swatara. 

Curry and Kapenstein both 
said that the ball was in the town-
ship’s court. 

In May 2017, Kapenstein an-
nounced that the talks had 
“ceased” with the borough never 
having received a proposal from 
the township for contracting out 
police services in Middletown.

Township Board of  Commis-
sioners President Jon Wilt said at 
the time the township had been 
waiting for input from Middle-
town regarding findings and sug-
gestions for contracting out that 
then-Lower Swatara Township 
Manager Frank Williamson had 
come up with.

Fast forwarding to present, 
Curry at the end of  the July 16 
council meeting was adamant 
that the borough never received 
a proposal from Lower Swatara 
regarding contracting out police 
services in 2017.

“That was a complete falsity,” 
Curry said of  the township hav-
ing “indicated to the Press & Jour-
nal” at the time that it had sent 
the borough a proposal. “That 
never happened. That stalled 
out the conversation. I suspect 
they didn’t want to move forward 
because it was an election year. 
That was the end of  it.”

Curry said the county has con-
tinued to contact him “multiple 
times, sometimes more than once 
a year” regarding whether the 
borough is interested in other 
options regarding the providing 
of  police services in Middletown.

“The county wants to see it 
done. People have been trying to 
do it for 20 years,” Curry said. “I 
will always consider the option. 
That is my job. I’m not elected 
to this position to keep things 
static. You always have to think 
of  options that are better for the 
residents, better for our finances, 
and also protect the jobs of  our 
officers.”

Steelton mayor not aware of any talks with Middletown

Pries

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Steelton Mayor Maria Romano 
Marcinko told the Press & Journal 
on Friday that if  there are any 
discussions going on between 
Middletown and Steelton regard-
ing police, she is not aware of them.

“There have not been any dis-
cussions with me. That would be a 
council decision,” Marcinko said. 

“I don’t even know how all this got 
started.”

“I’m extremely transparent,” 
Marcinko added. “I’m upset about 
it. Here is something that comes 
up in the paper about the police 
department I supervise” and 
Marcinko feels like she is on the 
outside looking in.

“I myself  am not a fan of  region-
alization and maybe they know 
that,” Marcinko said. “There is 

Highspire between ourselves and 
Middletown. Would that make 
sense? I don’t know.” 

Steelton Borough Council Presi-
dent Brian Proctor did not respond 
to phone and email messages 
from the Press & Journal seeking 
comment.

However, Proctor was quoted 
in a PennLive story posted on 
Friday that Steelton is “not having 
conversations with Middletown” 

regarding police services. “We 
are not discussing anything with 
Middletown.”

But in the same PennLive ar-
ticle, Proctor touted the benefits 
of  police regionalization, calling 
it “a great thing” that “would save 
taxpayers a lot of  money.”

Former Steelton Mayor Tom 
Acri in 2017 told the Press & Jour-
nal that he considered some kind 
of  regional police force in the area 

to be inevitable.
Acri’s view, he said, was that 

small towns such as Steelton can 
no longer afford their own stand-
alone force in the long term.

If  Steelton is involved in po-
tential police regionalization 
talks with Middletown this time 
around, it would not be a bolt out 
of  the blue.

Anthony Minium, the Steelton 
police chief, and one of  his detec-

tives attended the Feb. 15, 2017 pub-
lic meeting in Middletown about 
contracting out police services. 

Minium at the time told the 
Press & Journal in an email, “Like 
all Dauphin County police agen-
cies, I am interested to see, if  any, 
benefits exist with consolidating 
police services.” 

He did not return a phone mes-
sage seeking comment for this 
article.

In 2017, residents spoke out 
vs. deal with Lower Swatara

POLICE: Lloyd says residents would have input
From page A1

Commissioner Pries says it’s up to 
municipalities to handle consolidation

“We raised the taxes to cover outfitting 
the police with SUVs, sidearms and semi-
automatic rifles. Why would we even be 
considering regionalizing these guys 
again? We never can make this work.”

Rachelle Reid

I’m not elected to this 
position to keep things 
static. You always have to 
think of options that are 
better for the residents, 
better for our finances, 
and also protect the jobs 
of our officers.”

Mayor James H. Curry III

“The issue is still out 
there, it’s just a difficult 
and challenging one.”

Dauphin County Chief Clerk 
Chad Saylor
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comprehensive, goal-based advice for every stage of life.
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1  Rating based on responses to a consumer survey as part of the 2018 Temkin Trust Ratings,  
www.temkinratings.com.  
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Paul Smith  
Financial Advisor, Managing Director

Ryan Smith, AAMS® 
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Smith Advisory Group 
A financial advisory practice of  
Ameriprise Financial Services, Inc.

717.520.6120 
320 West Chocolate Ave, Ste 100 
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paul.smith@ampf.com  
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We’ve been here for generations - just like you.
&PRESS   JOURNAL Locally owned since 1854

Five generations, times two

SUBMITTED PHOTOS

Five generations of two area families recently gathered. Above, on the left, is Pearl Hoch of Middletown, mother of 
Lin Coble of Middletown, second from left. Lin is the mother of Shelli DeJesus of Middletown, third from left. Shelli 
is the mother of Amanda Long and Alyssa Evans, who are standing beside their mother. They are both formerly of 
Middletown. Amanda is holding her son, Austin Pickles.

Lilliana Rose 
Rapp of 
Elizabethtown 
is held by her 
great-great-
grandmother, 
Kathryn 
Snavely of 
Middletown. In 
the back, from 
left, are great-
grandmother 
Lori Conant of 
Middletown; 
grandfather 
Harry Wilken 
of South 
Daytona, 
Florida; and 
mother Taylor 
Reigle of 
Elizabethtown. 

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

No one was hurt late Thursday when a large maple 
tree fell onto a house in the 1100 block of  Vine Street 
in Middletown.

Michael Kachel; his wife, Angie; and his two teen-
age stepsons were in the house at the time.

“It was about 10:30 or 11 p.m. last night when my 
stepson heard a huge bang and the tree came down,” 
Michael said.

It’s a mystery to the Kachels as to what made the 
tree fall. There had been storms and lightening in 
recent days, but the Kachels said nothing like that 
was going on Thursday night.

There was no indication of  any problem with the 
tree, said Michael, adding that the Kachels only 
moved into the house a year ago.

“The tree was just tired and decided she was gonna 
lay down,” Angie said.

Most of  the tree landed on the roof, but Michael 
said there is no sign of  damage to the roof  inside 
the house. 

The house is habitable, he said. 
There were power lines down Friday morning, but 

the lines were not live.
Michael said Middletown borough came out 

Thursday night to turn the power off to the house 
and make sure the situation was safe.

He had his own generator running Friday morning 
to supply electricity. By 1 p.m. Friday, the borough 
was able to restore electricity to his house, Kachel 
told the Press & Journal on Monday. 

He had a roofer come over and do some patch work 
on the roof, because rain was in the forecast. He 
doesn’t have an estimate of  damage yet. An inspec-
tor from the insurance company was due to visit the 
house on Tuesday.

Angie is from York Haven and Michael is originally 
from Rhode Island. Michael is a truck driver, and 
the Kachels moved to the area so he could be close 
to the freight rail lines.

They first moved to Highspire, but moved to 
Middletown a year later because they wanted their 
kids to be in the Middletown Area School District, 
Michael said.

STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER

Michael and Angie Kachel stand in their front yard next 
to the tree that fell onto their house in the 1100 block of 
Vine Street in Middletown on Thursday night.

STAFF PHOTO BY KURTIS PATTERSON

A large maple tree fell onto a house in the 1100 block of Vine Street on Thursday. 

‘The tree was just tired and decided 
she was gonna lay down’; no one hurt

Amazon is an Equal Opportunity Employer — Minority / Women / Disability / Veteran / Gender Identity / Sexual Orientation / Age

Amazon  
is coming to
Elizabethtown

Discover your next opportunity 
at Amazon as a part-time 
warehouse team member or a 
full-time delivery driver. 
 
Join our newest warehouse team 
and earn at least $15.00/hr or 
drive for Amazon and earn up to 
$16.25/hr, no commercial driver’s 
license required.

Visit amazon.com/pajobs or  
text ETOWNPA to 77088 to  
learn more.
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FREE ● FUN ● READ BOOKS ● WIN PRIZES

A UNIVERSE of Stories

20 N. Catherine St • 717-944-6412 • middletownpubliclib.org

Summer 
Reading 
Program

JULY 31  @ 10:30 - 11:30 am

COMING AUGUST 7: ANDREW’S BIG SHOW

MIDDLETOWN PUBLIC LIBRARY

This tale marks the history of 
flight and space travel from the 

ancient tale of Icarus, to the first 
flights of the Wright 

Brothers on the 
beaches at Kitty Hawk, 

to the Great Space 
Race of the 1960s and 

Beyond!

Other
Worlds

Wednesday

No Card 
Needed 
To Save!

Lowest 
Prices 

on Swiss 
Premium 

Milk
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KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE 7/23/17 - 7/29/19

269
lb.2

 Best of the Best
for your 

BBQ

26/30 CT EZ PEEL
LARGE SHRIMP
SOLD IN 2 LB BAGS

$5lb.

FRESH WHOLE BONELESS
PORK LOINS
8 LB AVG

159
lb.

RIB
FEST!

LINK OR BULK
KARNS PORK
SAUSAGE

199
lb.

5 LB BAG FROZEN
CHICKEN TENDERS

$7bag

 �ile�upplies last!

999
lb.

USDA CHOICE BONE-IN
COWBOY RIB EYE
STEAKS

9.5 - 10 OZ LAYS
POTATO CHIPS

BUY 1 GET 1

FREE
2 @ $4.29

ESSENTIAL EVERYDAY
DOZEN LARGE EGGS
LIMIT 6 PER FAMILYLIMIT 6 PER FAMILY

88¢
ea.

ADAMS COUNTY
(YELLOW OR WHITE)
PEACHES OR
NECTARINES

ADAMS COUNTY

149
lb.

LOCAL JUMBO SWEET
CANTALOUPES

299
ea.

99

USDA CHOICE BONE-IN
COWBOY RIB EYE
STEAKS

BABY BACK PORK RIBS
SOLD FROZEN ONLY

Save
          $1.80 lb

Former Millersville University 
assistant coach and Bloomsburg 
standout Amanda Baer has been 
named Penn State Harrisburg 
softball head coach. 

She is set to become the Lions’ 
second head coach since the pro-
gram’s inception in 2005.

“We are thrilled to bring on 
Amanda Baer as our next soft-
ball head coach,” said Penn State 
Harrisburg Director of  Athletics 
Rahsaan Carlton. “She brings with 
her great success at the NCAA 
Division II level as both a coach 
and player, and we are excited for 
her to lead the next chapter of  our 
program. It is an exciting time for 
Penn State Harrisburg softball.”

Baer takes the reins of  the 

program after 
nearly three 
years as an as-
sistant with 
the Marauders. 
During her time 
in Lancaster, 
Baer helped the 
team to a pair of  
Pennsylvania 
State Athletic Conference Tour-
nament berths, including the 
program’s first PSAC postseason 
appearance in 2016. 

The following spring, Millers-
ville’s Brittany Smith was named 
the PSAC East Player of  the Year 
and the 2018 campaign saw Mill-
ersville make another run to the 
PSAC playoffs.

“I am very excited to start my 
journey at Penn State Harris-
burg,” Baer said. “This program 
has great potential, and I can’t 
wait to take the team to the next 
level. I want to thank Penn State 
Harrisburg for giving me the 
platform to build a program that 
can compete as a top contender 
at the Division III level. I am very 
grateful for this opportunity, and 
I look forward to working with the 
team and athletic staff.”

At Bloomsburg University, Baer 
was a four-year starter. The middle 
infielder was selected as  National 
Fastpitch Coaches Association 
Second-Team All-Region follow-
ing her sophomore and junior 
campaigns after earning PSAC 

All-Conference recognition in 
2012. 

For her career, she hit .300 and 
helped lead the Huskies to three 
30-win seasons and four NCAA 
Tournament appearances, in-
cluding a trip to super-regionals 
following her freshman season.

In addition to her coaching 
experience and playing days, she 
has also assisted with a variety 
of  softball camps and clinics as 
an instructor during her time at 
both Bloomsburg and Millersville.

Baer earned her master’s de-
gree in sports science and sports 
administration from Lock Haven 
University in 2018 after graduating 
from Bloomsburg with a bach-
elor's degree in psychology in 2014.

Baer

&PRESS
 JOURNAL

Local sports coverage focused 
on your hometown athletes.

Baer named Penn State Harrisburg softball coach

As a 5-year-old when he first 
stepped onto the soccer field, 
you could tell immediately he 
was born to play soccer. 

His dad said that when he 
was a baby he just looked like 
a “Bubba.” Hence, since then, 
very few ever referred to Bubba 
Finsterbush by his given name 
of  Kyle.

Size never mattered to Bubba. 
He was always the quickest, fast-
est, most powerful player on the 
field and could unleash viciously 
powerful shots on goal. He 
would take all of  the important 
throw ins, all of  the free kicks 
and penalty kicks. He was just 
stronger than all of  the bigger 
kids on the team. He could also 
jump higher than anyone and 
would win the vast majority of  
the 50/50 balls in the air over 
taller players.

Always the leading scorer on 
his team throughout club and 
high school, Bubba transitioned 
into a standout defender as a 
senior in high school and then as 
he moved into his new role with 
Millersville University. He first 
became a defender when, as a 
senior on Middletown Area High 
School soccer team, the team 
began the season at 1-3. 

After moving to defense, 
Middletown won the next 11 out 
of  12 games. The team went on 
to make the playoffs and finish 
12-6, one of  the better records 
in many years of  Middletown 
soccer. He would become a first-
team all-star in the Mid-Penn 
Conference Capital Division.

Bubba flew under the radar 
when college recruitment time 
came 
because 
he didn’t 
play club 
ball after 
12 years of  
age. When 
given 
informa-
tion about this special kid, Divi-
sion II Millersville University’s 
head coach Steve Widdowson 
said he would take a look. In an 
exchange of  emails between his 
high school and future college 
coach, Widdowson said that 

“Bubba checked all of  the boxes. 
We want him to go to Millers-
ville and become a Marauder.” 

Finster-
bush is 
now fin-
ished with 
his college 
soccer 
career. 
This past 
season he 

led his team  to its first PSAC 
championship in seven years. 
He became the first Millersville 
soccer player in the history of  
the school (since 1960) to earn 
recognition as a U.S. Soccer 
Coaches Association Division 

II all-Atlantic Region player for 
four straight years. 

Other honors included being 
only the second player in school 
history to make all-conference 
for four straight years. 

“I would have never expected 
all of  the accolades I have 
achieved throughout my four 
years,” Finsterbush told mill-
ersvilleathletics.com. “But I 
would not have been able to do it 
without all of  the great players 
who I had around me since I first 
became a member of  the team. 
These guys all helped me shine.”

He was described on the Mill-
ersville website as a “dynamic 
presence fortifying the back 

lines while pushing up into the 
attack on corners and set pieces 
in his illustrious Marauder 
career.” His endurance was 
amazing, playing almost every 
minute of  every game since he 
was a freshman.

“I’m hoping that the legacy I 
leave on the team is that I was 
always one of  the hardest work-
ing players at practice as well as 
on the game days,” Finsterbush 
told millersvilleathletics.com. “I 
always was looking for ways to 
get better.”

Widdowson summed up 
Finsterbush’s career this way: 
“Bubba has been an integral 
part of  our defense since the 
day he joined the program. We 
knew that he would be the key 
piece to our defensive line that 
we could build around during 
his time here at Millersville. 
Over his four-year career, we 
saw Bubba grow as a person, 
player and leader and establish 
himself  as one of  the best center 
defenders in the conference, 
region and country. I am thrilled 
that he could end his career with 
a PSAC championship. Now 
he leaves us the very difficult 
task of  trying to replace him as 
we plan for life without Bubba 
anchoring our defense.”

Bubba Finsterbush was born 
to play soccer. Middletown is 
very proud of  him and where he 
goes from here, we’ll just have to 
wait and see.

Larry Kapenstein is the former 
Middletown Area High School 
head boys varsity soccer coach 
who coached Bubba Finsterbush 
for five years.

LARRY 
KAPENSTEIN

Finsterbush wraps up stellar 
soccer career at Millersville
‘Bubba’ was all-Atlantic Region player for four straight years

PHOTO COURTESY OF MILLERSVILLEATHLETICS.COM

Bubba Finsterbush was only the second player in Millersville University history to make all-conference for four 
straight years. 

SUBMITTED PHOTO

Bubba Finsterbush gets off a spinning shot during a game while playing for Middletown Area High School.
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ELWOOD’S
SERVICE STATION

Over 50 Years Of Valued Service 
Corner of Main & Catherine Sts.

Middletown • 944-9255
Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6 pm; Sat. 8 am-1 pm; Closed Sun.

Brake and 
Exhaust Checkup

at Elwood’s for your next

SERVICE STATION 944-4407
Corner Main & Spruce Sts., Middletown

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 7 AM-6 PM

is the noise of a seized-up engine reminding 
you that you’re overdue for an oil change.

ANSWERS  |  PUZZLES ON B4

Why? Because we’re built for listening.

So what’s important to you? 

edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Edward Jones ranks highest 

in investor satisfaction with 

full service brokerage firms, 

according to the  

J.D. Power 2019 U.S.  
Full Service Investor 
Satisfaction StudySM

Edward Jones - It’s Time for Investing to Feel Individual. 

Study based on responses from more than 4,629 investors who primarily invest with one of  
the 18 firms included in the study. The majority of the study was fielded in December 2018.  
Your experiences may vary. Rating may not be indicative of future performance and may not  
be representative of any one client’s experience because it reflects an average of experiences  
of responding clients. Visit jdpower.com/awards.
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Christopher B Dixon, AAMS® 
Financial Advisor

29 S Union St Suite 110 
Middletown, PA 17057 
717-944-1206

Contact me at (717) 944-1206 to get started.

Middletown police have 
charged a borough man with 
stealing a woman’s car and van-
dalizing it.

The Volkswagen Rabbit was 
found in the parking lot of  the 
Amtrak train station on Mill 
Street on July 15, police said in 
arrest papers filed with District 
Judge David Judy.

Found locked with its lights 
on, the car had been driven into 
the curb. The car’s hood was 
popped but latched, with the 
word “Whore” scratched on the 
hood, police said.

The gas cap cover was flipped 
open and a sticky substance that 
smelled of  sugar appeared to 
be near the gas cap area, police 
said.

On July 16, Norris Albert 
Scarlett Jr., 25, of  the 200 block 
of  East Emaus Street, was 
charged with unauthorized use 
of  motor vehicles and criminal 
mischief  — damage to property.

His preliminary hearing is set 

for Aug. 19.

Employee stole from Turkey Hill 
Middletown police charged a 

woman after she admitted hav-
ing stolen about $845 from the 
cash register of  the Turkey Hill 
store at 170 E. Main St. in the 
borough since April.

Police sent to the store July 
17 were met by a Turkey Hill 
district store manager who said 
that employee Roseanne Cope, 
34, of  the Starlite Motel on East 
Harrisburg Pike in Londonderry 
Township, had admitted to steal-
ing money from the store, police 
said in arrest papers filed with 
District Judge David Judy.

Police then spoke in the store 
with Cope, who said she had tak-
en money from the cash register 
about eight times since April.

The amounts ranged from 
$40 to as much as $160, with the 
estimated total being $845, police 
said Cope told them.

Cope was arraigned July 17 

before District Judge George A. 
Zozos and charged with theft 
by unlawful taking —movable 
property. Bail was set at $10,000 
unsecured, and a preliminary 
hearing is scheduled for July 29.

Dispute at Caravan Court 
A Middletown man was 

charged following an incident in 
the first block of  Caravan Court 
at about 10 p.m. July 17.

A caller had told county dis-
patch that Justin David Dehart, 
28, of  Caravan Court, and the 
victim were fist fighting outside 
of  a residence.

The victim told police that 
Dehart had busted through 
the front door, knocking it off 
the hinges, according to arrest 
papers filed with District Judge 
David Judy.

Dehart grabbed the woman 
by her hair and forced her to 
the ground. Lying on top of  the 
victim’s back as she lay on the 
ground on her stomach, police 

said Dehart punched the woman 
three times on the back of  her 
head with a closed fist.

He tried to pin her on the 
ground by holding her arms 
down, but the woman was able 
to break free, police said.

Dehart fled when police ar-
rived but was found nearby 
about 30 minutes later. Police 
said Dehart smelled of  alcohol, 
was slurring his words, and had 
two bottles of  whiskey on him.

Police examined the woman 
and found injuries consistent 
with those described as being 
inflicted by Dehart.

He was arraigned Thursday 
before District Judge Michael 
Smith and charged with simple 
assault, flight to avoid apprehen-
sion/trial/punishment, harass-
ment, public drunkenness, 
disorderly conduct, and criminal 
mischief. 

Bail was set at $50,000. A 
preliminary hearing is set for 
July 29.

A Middletown woman has 
been charged with seven counts 
of  endangering the welfare of  
children after she allegedly left 
children unattended in the first 
block of  Shirley Drive at about 
11:31 a.m. July 5. 

According to the affidavit filed 
with District Judge Michael J. 
Smith, Samantha Sue Sommer, 
27, was watching seven children 
— the youngest being 6 months 
old and the oldest about 10 years 
old.

Sommer left because Middle-

town police called and asked 
her to come and get her child. 
According to the affidavit, police 
had responded to a report of  
a 5-year-old in the street near 
Main and Union streets. The 
5-year-old was supposed to be 
watched by two adults at Som-
mer’s home. However, one man 
had left and another man was 
arrested for drugs, police said. 

According to the affidavit, she 
left before another adult came to 
watch the children. 

Sommer’s case is inactive, 

and awaiting the setting of  her 
preliminary hearing.

Heroin allegedly found in car
A Lewistown man has been 

charged with possession of  
a controlled substance after 
Lower Swatara Township police 
found what they suspect to be 
heroin in his car, according to 
the affidavit filed with District 
Judge Michael J. Smith. 

At 8:54 p.m. July 11, police 
reportedly saw Ismael Rivera-
Vazquez, 47, dancing and sitting 
in a driveway in the Highspire 
Cemetery. 

Officers saw a hypodermic 
needle and a water bottle cap 
containing what they believed to 
be heroin in the center console 
along with 13 baggies containing 
suspected heroin residue. 

Rivera-Vazquez reportedly 
told police that he hadn’t used 
heroin for several years. 

He was also charged with pos-
session of  drug paraphernalia. 
His bail was set at $10,000. His 
preliminary hearing is July 24. 

Man allegedly hit parked car
A Lower Swatara Township 

man was charged with two 
counts of  DUI after he allegedly 
struck a car parked in the 100 
block of  Donald Avenue at 2:48 
a.m. June 30. 

In the affidavit filed with 
District Judge Michael J. Smith, 
police said the cars of  both 
Nicholas Scott Moser, 22, and the 
victim were damaged.

Moser told police that he had 
been drinking in Harrisburg.

Moser was taken to the Dau-
phin County Booking Center, 
where a sample of  his blood was 
taken. The results indicated that 
his blood-alcohol content was 
0.158 percent. His preliminary 
hearing is Sept. 5. 

Hit-and-run on North Union
A Middletown resident was 

rear-ended while driving on 
North Union Street at about 2:30 
p.m. July 13, according to Lower 
Swatara Township police. 

The Middletown resident was 
driving south and was followed 
by a car who was tailgating them 
“erratically.” When they stopped 
at a stop sign at the intersection 
of  North Union and Oberlin 
Road, the car struck them from 

behind. 
Both of  the drivers got out, 

and the man who struck their 
car said there wasn’t any dam-
age and left. There were no 
injuries.

The Middletown resident told 
police the white, thin young man 
was about 5 feet 5 inches tall 
with light brown curly hair. He 
was driving a brown car with 
clouded headlights. The driver 
believed it was a 1990s model car.

Woman charged with false report
A Lower Paxton Township 

woman has been charged for 
making a false report after she 
called police and said a woman 
was chasing her around at the 
Hollywood Motel on Richardson 
Road. 

When Lower Swatara Town-
ship police responded at 8:49 
p.m. July 9, Laesha Sanee 
Buchanan, 30, was leaving the 
parking lot. She told police that 
she did not call them, according 
to the affidavit filed with District 
Judge Michael J. Smith. 

A witness told police that she 
was banging on a door with a 
circular saw. He was able to 
identify her as Buchanan.

She also was charged with 
making a false alarm, disorderly 
conduct and driving while oper-
ating privilege is suspended or 
revoked. Her preliminary hear-
ing is Aug. 21. 

Three cited after argument
Three juveniles have been 

cited with disorderly conduct 
after they got into an argument 
with a manager at McDonald’s 
on West Harrisburg Pike, ac-
cording to police. 

Officers responded at 4:06 p.m. 
July 15. 

A 15-year-old Lower Swatara 
girl, a 15-year-old Lower Swatara 
boy, and a 16-year-old Harris-
burg boy were all cited. 

Mirror ripped off car
A Lower Swatara Township 

resident reported that someone 
ripped off the mirror of  the 
driver’s side of  their car while 
it was parked in the 300 block of  
Brunswick Road. 

The incident was reported at 
11:57 a.m. July 15. 

Police estimated damage at 
$200. 

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

A Lower Swatara Township 
man has been charged with two 
counts of  indecent assault after 
he allegedly sexually assaulted 
a juvenile girl after giving her 
a sleeping pill, according to the 
affidavit filed with District Judge 
Michael J. Smith. 

The victim told police it hap-
pened four years ago after she 
finished fourth grade. 

The girl reportedly told police 
that she was drinking water and 
noticed a white pill “halfway 
dissolved in her drink.” She 
spit it out, but that night, she 
told police Michael C. Still, 32, 

had kissed her 
and forced her 
to touch him, 
according to 
the affidavit. 

St i l l  had 
threatened to 
give her sleep-
ing pills in the 
past, accord-
ing to the affidavit.

Still told police that he had put 
allergy medication in her drink.  

He was also charged with 
endangering the welfare of  
children. 

His bail was set at $10,000, and 
court records indicate that it was 
posted. His preliminary hearing 
is Sept. 16. 

Still

POLICE AND COURTS ROUNDUP

Police say car was stolen and vandalized; 
Turkey Hill employee admits taking $845

LOWER SWATARA POLICE ROUNDUP

Area woman charged with child endangerment

Lower Swatara man 
allegedly gave girl 
sleeping pill, then 
sexually assaulted her

Fire police officer sworn in

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES 

Lower Swatara Board of Commissioners President Jon Wilt swears in Tyler 
Ross as a Lower Swatara fire police officer during the July 17 meeting. 
According to the fire department website, there are two fire police 
officers in addition to the captain and lieutenant. 

Because of  an increase in theft 
from motor vehicles in the area, 
Pennsylvania State Police are 
reminding motorists to always 
lock their vehicles and to store 
valuables in a safe location. 

Thefts from unlocked vehicles 
are an all too common problem 
that can be prevented by simply 
locking your vehicle, according 
to a State Police press release. 

They also suggest you always 
attempt to park in well-lighted 
areas, take valuables with you 
or place them in a well-hidden 
location.

The State Police press release 
said it encourages residents to 
follow these tips not just in public 
places, but in residential areas 
and at their own property as well. 

State Police are looking for 
information regarding recent 
thefts from motor vehicles that 
occurred in South Hanover 
Township, Dauphin County, be-
tween July 15 and July 20. They 
occurred overnight in residential 
neighborhoods in South Hanover 
Township.

Contact State Police Harris-
burg at 717-671-7500.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE POLICE

The person seen here is a suspect in recent thefts from cars in South 
Hanover Township, according to State Police.

State Police remind residents 
to lock cars, seek info on thefts 

A S S O C I A T I O N

P E N N S Y L V A N I A

www.panewsmedia.org

“You are entitled to your opinion. 
You are not entitled to your own facts.”

Former Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan

Demand Facts. 
Support Real News.

Facts (still) exist.
Read them in
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCH SERVICES

To list your church service here, call 717-944-4628 
or email info@pressandjournal.com for more information.

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown
717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF
Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

New Beginnings Church 
at the Riverside Chapel
630 South Union St., Middletown • 717-388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 717-944-4322
Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown
Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Sunday Worship - 10 am 
Sunday Church School  - 9 am - for all ages
Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   
Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown
PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Phone 717-944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street, Middletown • 717-944-5835
Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of  441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766 
Sunday Worship:
Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am
Christian Child Care - 717-985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown
717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 
Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Calvary church has been a part of  the Middletown 
Borough community since 1936. It has been our 
privilege to proclaim the good news of  Jesus Christ 
all these years and to do so knowing the good news 
has never changed in over 2000 years. We firmly 
hold to the Apostles’ Creed and the Westminster 
Confession of  Faith and its Larger and Shorter 
Catechisms as clearly teaching what Scripture 
teaches. If  we believe the Gospel of  Christ, then by 
trusting in his death and resurrection for sinners 

we will be forgiven and saved from God’s wrath. Please join us each 
Sunday to hear the Gospel. Learn more at: www.calvaryopc.com. 

Our worship services are at 10:15 
a.m. and 6 p.m. We are located at 
the corner of  Spruce and Emaus 
streets here in Middletown. We 
have a fellowship meal follow-
ing the 10:15 a.m. morning wor-
ship service on the first Sunday 

of  every month, free to all who 
come. We also have Sunday school 
classes for all ages at 9 a.m. and a 
Bible Study and prayer meeting 
each Wednesday at 7 p.m. We are 
studying the power of  prayer on 
Wednesday nights. 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church 
Ebenezer United Methodist Church and Child-
care, 890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown invites 
everyone to join us for worship on Sunday 
mornings lead by Pastor Brad Gilbert. Our 
services are relaxed and casual. We offer a 
traditional service at 8:45 a.m. and a contempo-
rary service with a band (electric guitars) at 10:45 
a.m. At 10 a.m., between services, there is a 
variety of  Christian Education classes for all 
ages. 

We have several things hap-
pening at Ebenezer and all are 
welcome. There is a prayer time, 
“Partners in Prayer” that meets 
the first Monday of  each month 
at 7 p.m. Through scripture, 
song, and meditation we experi-
ence the joy of  God’s presence. 

Have a favorite board game? 
“Game Night” is every third 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. We also offer 
a variety of  other groups includ-
ing Bible studies. 

Any questions please call us 
at 717-939-0766 or e-mail us at 
ebenezerumc890@outlook.com.

Evangelical United Methodist Church 
Evangelical Church is located on the corner of  
Spruce and Water Streets at 157 E. Water St., 
Middletown, south of  Main St., behind the 
Turkey Hill convenience store. We invite you to 
attend our Sunday morning activities: Sunday 
school is at 9 a.m. and worship is at 10:15 a.m. 
When you walk in the door, you will see people of  
all ages and walks of  life, some dressed formally 
and others casually in jeans and sneakers. Come 
as you are.

Our greeters wear nametags, 
so they are easy to find and they 
will be happy to help you if  you 
need any assistance or have a 
question. We celebrate com-
munion the first Sunday of  each 
month. In the spirit of  Jesus 
Christ, and as a congregation in 
the United Methodist Church, 
we welcome all (baptized or un-
baptized) to partake of  the holy 
sacrament. We invite you to ex-
perience life at Evangelical UMC. 
Whether you are looking for a 
community, are lonely, searching 
for the meaning of  life, or want 
to know more about Jesus, our 
doors are open for you. Check 
our website to learn more about 
us: www.eumch.org.

This week’s worship assistants 
are as follows: Pastor – Lee Ellen-
berger; Organist – Don Cowsert; 

Special Music – Charlene Wal-
ters; Children’s Time – Lee El-
lenberger; Audio Visual – Steve 
Moyer and Justin Hahn; Head 
Usher – Julie Kupp; Greeters – 
Jan and Mike Hahn; Nursery 
Caregivers – Deb Lidle and Joyce 
Moyer.

This week’s schedule of  activi-
ties is as follows:

Wed., July 24: 6 p.m., Alcoholics 
Anonymous Group Book Study.

Thurs., July 25: 10 a.m., In-
terfaith Council at St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church.

Sun., July 28: 9 a.m., Sunday 
school for all ages; 10:15 a.m., 
Worship Service.

Tues., July 30: 2 p.m., Prayer 
Shawl Ministry; 6 p.m., God’s 
Kitchen at Wesley, meal provided 
by Highspire.

Geyers United Methodist Church 
God is Calling YOU!  How is God working in 
your life? Where do you see Him in your 
everyday tasks? How is He helping to Open 
Minds, Open Hearts, and Open Doors? Geyers 
United Methodist Church invites you to 
worship with us each Sunday at 9 a.m., enjoy 
Coffee Fellowship at 10 a.m. and attend our 
10:30 a.m. Bible Study so that we can help you 
better understand the answers to these ques-
tions and many more. Our Vision Statement is 

Acknowledge Christ in all we do and share Him with others and 
we keep that at the forefront of  our minds in all the missions this 
church does. 

This summer our sermon 
series will be based on the book 
“Twelve Tests of  Character” by 
the late Harry Emerson Fos-
dick. Each week we will explore 
another test of  character and 
why it matters. Nonperish-
able food items are collected 
for the Middletown Food Bank 
each Sunday. Campbell Soup 
labels, education box tops, 
printer ink cartridges and soda 
tabs are also collected weekly.

Consider volunteering at Mis-
sion Central the fourth Tues-
day of  each month. Our next 
trip will be Tuesday, August 
27. We will leave Geyers at 8:15 
a.m. and return about noon. 
Please wear closed toe shoes. 
Contact Kathy Espenshade for 
more information. Make reser-
vations by calling the church 
office at 717-944-6426.

Threads of  Hope are tak-
ing over God’s Closet and 
are asking for clothing and 
household donations for their 
event on July 27. If  you would 
like to donate, see the flyer in 
the narthex for more details. 
All are welcome to participate 
and shop for free in this event. 
Thank you.

The church has had many 
new exciting additions in the 
past year! Geyers has complet-

ed expanding their building. 
The building project includes 
the addition of  a handicap-
accessible restroom on the top 
floor as well as an elevator to 
allow travel from the first floor 
to the basement floor without 
use of  the stairs. Please join us 
on any Sunday morning to see 
the changes. Wesley, Geyers, 
Evangelical, Highspire, and 
New Thing churches team up 
to provide a free meal each 
Tuesday at 6 p.m. at Wesley 
United Methodist Church in 
Middletown. All are welcomed, 
so whether you need a good 
home-cooked meal, a night off 
from cooking, or a friend to talk 
to, come out and enjoy a meal 
with us.

For more information, please 
visit our website at geyersumc.
com and like our page Geyers 
United Methodist Church on 
Facebook to keep up with our 
current events. 

Geyers is located at 1605 
South Geyers Church 
Road, Middletown in Lon-
donderry Township. Pastor 
Steve Atanasoff and the church 
office can be reached at 717-944-
6426 or geyerschurch@verizon.
net.

Thank you!

New Beginnings Church of Middletown
We are an independent body of  believers 
offering God’s invitation for a new beginning 
to all who seek it. We exist to meet the spiri-
tual, emotional and physical needs of  all 
people through faith in Jesus Christ. We are a 
Safe Sanctuary congregation. New Beginnings 
Church invites you to worship with us each 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Nursery and children’s 
church is provided. Our congregation meets at 
Riverside Chapel, 630 S. Union St., next to the 

Rescue Fire Company. Sunday School for all ages is at 9 a.m. We 
are handicap accessible via ramp at back door. For additional 
church information call 717-388-1641. For security purposes our 
back and side doors will be locked every Sunday morning at 
10:30 a.m. at the start of  worship. The only door for entry after 
that will be the front door.

The community is invited to 
our new contemporary ser-
vice on Monday evenings at 7 
p.m. entitled “New Beginnings 
Unchained Worship Fellow-
ship.” Persons who have no 
church affiliation or are seek-
ing to grow in their faith in 
their relationship with God are 
invited. We invite you to come 
and check out our new service.

Mark your calendar to come 
to our Free Outdoor Family 
Movie Night on Sat., Aug. 10. 
We will have music, games, 
activities and refreshments. 
Games begin at 7 p.m. with the 
movie “Dumbo” starting at 8 
p.m. In case of  bad weather we 
will have the event indoors.

Sundays: Children’s choir 
rehearsal Sundays at 10 a.m.; 
Youth Fellowship meets Sun-
day evening from 5 to 7 p.m. 

Mondays: Men meet every 
Monday morning for prayer at 
6 a.m. Community men are wel-
come; Sociable Seniors group 
meets the 1st and 3rd Mondays 
from 1 to 3 p.m. All are wel-
come.

Wednesdays: Craft Group 
meets at 1 p.m. the 1st Wednes-
day of  the month; Choir prac-
tice at 6:30 p.m.

Thursdays: Blanket makers 
meet the 1st and 2nd Thursdays 
of  the month at 9 a.m.; Interces-
sory Prayer meets at 6 p.m., fol-

lowed by Bible Study at 7 p.m.
Saturdays: We clean the 

Middletown Food Bank the 3rd 
Saturday every other month. 
The community is invited to 
participate in these important 
areas of  our church life.

Greeter for July: Bonnie 
Harper. July ushers: Eva Allen, 
Tammy Kreiser and Pat and 
Harvey Givler.

Our prayer garden in the rear 
of  the yard has an 8-foot cross 
that is made out of  nails. It is 
illuminated every night from 8 
p.m. to midnight. From spring 
to winter benches are provided 
to use to meditate or just enjoy 
the beauty and quietness along 
the Swatara Creek.

Pastor Britt writes a daily de-
votional on the Facebook page 
“Pastor Britt Strohecker.” 

Our Sunday worship service 
is broadcast on the MAHS 
radio station, WMSS 91.1 FM 
at 3 p.m. every Sunday after-
noon. Listen on the radio or the 
Internet at www.pennlive.com/
wmss/audio. Check us out on 
our website at www.newbegin-
ningschurchmiddletownpa.
com.

Pastor Britt’s parting words 
each Sunday: “Nothing in this 
world is more important than 
the love of  Jesus Christ!” We 
invite you to come and experi-
ence this love.

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
The Presbyterian Congregation is located at 290 
N. Union St. in downtown Middletown. We are a 
body of  Christian people who reach out to others 
by sharing God’s Word, love, and fellowship. 
Warm greetings to one and all as we seek to grow 
closer to our Lord Jesus Christ.  Please join us on 
Sunday at 10:30 a.m. as Pastor Christian Neu-
baum leads us in worship. Our sanctuary is 
air-conditioned and handicapped accessible, and 
there are also hearing devices for anyone want-

ing to use one. Nursery is available during the service, as well as 
Bible Listening bags for children to utilize during the service. Do 
join us!

Our electronic newsletter can 
be accessed anytime at www.pc-
mdt.org...click on “resources”…
click on “newsletter.” (These 
are PDF files should open with 
Adobe Acrobat). For further in-

formation, see our website www.
pcmdt.org, visit our Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/Pres-
byterianCongregation), or call 
the office.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring & Union 
Streets (121 N. Spring St), Middletown.We are a 
Reconciling In Christ Church. Visit our website 
at www.stpetersmiddletown.org.Please join us 
for worship. Luther Hall Sunday, Adult Sunday 
church school at 9 a.m. Our worship times are: 
Sunday morning worship at 10 a.m. Sunday 
Church school for all ages begins at 9 a.m.; 
Wednesday morning at 10 a.m., Good Shepherd 
Chapel; Saturday evening at 5 p.m., Good 

Shepherd Chapel. For Wednesday and Saturday services please 
enter the church through the parking lot doors. Our Sunday 
worship service is broadcast on WMSS 91.1FM at 11 a.m.

Free Summer Lunch For 
Kids and Teens – We will host 
the Middletown Area School 
District Free Summer Lunch 
Program for all children 18 years 
and younger through August 9 
from 11:15 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. No 
registration or sign up is re-
quired. Kids just need to show up 
for lunch, rain or shine. Please 
share this information with your 
family, friends and neighbors. 
Other locations include: Middle-
town Area High School Cafeteria 
through August 2 from 11:00 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. and Fink Elemen-
tary School, War Memorial 
Field concession stand through 
August 9 from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. 

Free Little Library: St. Peter’s 
has a Free Little Library located 
at the entrance door by the park-
ing lot. This Free Little Library 
belongs to everyone. Anyone 
may use it. The books are always 
free. It is not necessary to give a 
book to take a book. Come take a 
look, read a book!

Food Pantry News: Especially 
needed are personal care/toi-
letry items: toilet tissue, deodor-
ants, toothbrushes, toothpaste, 
shampoos, conditioners, cot-
ton swabs, tissues, soap, paper 
towels, etc. Items collected are 
taken to the Middletown Area 
Interfaith Food Pantry located 
at 201 Wyoming Street, Royalton. 
Individuals may also take items 
directly to the food pantry, which 
is open Tuesdays and Fridays, 
from 10 a.m. to 12:30 pm. The 
Community Action Commission 
office is open Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday, from 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m., at the same 
location. Food Pantry Sunday is 
Aug. 4 (the first Sunday of  each 
month).

Check us out on Facebook 
- St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
Middletown, PA. Go ahead “like” 
our Facebook page. Remember, 
if  you “Like” and “Follow” us 
on Facebook when there are 
new “posts” you will be notified. 
Thanks.

Pa. Turnpike tolls 
will increase 6 
percent in 2020

The Pennsylvania Turnpike 
Commission last week approved 
a 6 percent toll increase for 2020 
for both E-ZPass and cash cus-
tomers. 

The increase is set to start 
at 12:01 a.m. Jan. 5, 2020. Tolls 
previously  increased 6 percent 
for 2017, 2018 and 2019.

The most common toll for a 
passenger vehicle next year will 
increase from $1.40 to $1.50 for E-
ZPass customers and from $2.30 
to $2.50 for cash customers. The 
most common toll for a Class-5 
tractor trailer will increase from 
$3.70 to $4 for E-ZPass and from 
$16.30 to $17.30 for cash. The cash-
less toll at the westbound Dela-
ware River Bridge will increase 
from $5.30 to $5.70 for E-ZPass 
customers and from $7.20 to $7.70 
for those who use Pennsylvania 
Turnpike Toll By Plate.

Tolls will not rise Jan. 5 at 
three western highways as these 
locations will see increases Oct. 
27. They are: Pennsylvania Turn-
pike 376, (Beaver Valley Express-
way); Pennsylvania Turnpike 66 
(Greensburg Bypass or Amos 
K. Hutchinson Bypass); and the 
Gateway tolling point (milepost 
2 near Ohio on Interstate 76).

The toll increase — like pre-
vious annual increases — is 
required to meet escalating debt-
service costs associated with the 
commission’s annual Act 44/
Act 89 contributions to the com-
monwealth of  Pennsylvania for 
transit operations and funding 
for the 10-year capital program, 
according to a press release.

“Since 2007, the commission 
has increased tolls annually to 
maintain its aging roads and 
make good on a funding obliga-
tion required by two state laws, 
Act 44 of  2007 and Act 89 of  2013,” 
turnpike commission CEO Mark 
Compton said. “As a result, the 
commission has delivered $6.6 
billion in toll-backed funding 
to PennDOT in the last dozen 
years.”

Last month, the Pennsylvania 
Turnpike issued $800 million in 
subordinate municipal bonds 
to help fund $900 million in pay-

ments to the commonwealth for 
the 2019 and 2020 fiscal years. A 
$450 million payment was made 
June 27 for the commonwealth’s 
fiscal year that ended June 30. 
By law, these payments support 
mass transit, with the bulk of  
funding supporting transit in 
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh.

“Due to this onerous funding 
requirement, nearly half  of  the 
Pennsylvania Turnpike’s FY 
2020 toll revenue will go to pay 
debt service alone,” Compton 
said. “Anticipated toll revenue 
is estimated at $1.4 billion for the 
fiscal year, and our debt-service 
payments are roughly $700 mil-
lion for the year.”

Compton said the increases 
will also support the PTC’s 
10-year plan to preserve the 
turnpike.

“Parts of  our tollway turn 79 
years old on Oct. 1, and we must 
continue to invest in our road 
to make it safer, smoother and 
wider for customers,” Compton 
said.

The commission has recon-
structed more than 140 miles 
of  its system, with another 11 
miles of  road being rebuilt and 
widened and more than 82 miles 
in planning and design phases. 
The commission does not receive 
taxpayer appropriations to oper-
ate or maintain its roads.

As part of  ongoing efforts to 
control costs, Compton said that 
the commission has seen success 
in limiting the growth in the 
operating budget and reducing 
spending in the 10-year capital 
plan by about $1 billion.

“Anticipated toll revenue 
is estimated at $1.4 
billion for the fiscal year, 
and our debt-service 
payments are roughly 
$700 million for the 
year.”

turnpike commission CEO 
Mark Compton
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ARIES March 21-April 20
You have the gumption to com-
plete projects that others may 
never even attempt. Put your 
best foot forward and get to 
work so you can start produc-
ing some results.
TAURUS April 21-May 21
A friend or family member 
looks to you for advice this 
week. Do your best to put your-
self in this person’s shoes and 
let him or her know that your 
support is unwavering. 
GEMINI May 22-June 21
A great opportunity to express 
yourself comes along this 
week. Make the most of this 
chance to let others see your 

creative side. You won’t be 
sorry you did.
CANCER June 22-July 22
A goal that seems unlikely is 
still worth working toward. 
Others will be there to offer 
support and guidance as you 
pursue this rewarding goal. 
LEO July 23-Aug. 23
Your financial savvy comes 
into play this week. Put your 
skill for finding deals to work 
and you will see your balances 
grow as much as possible.
VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22
Give yourself time to form an 
opinion on an important issue 
in your life. The more time you 
take, the more clearly you will 

see the issue at hand.
LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23
A budding friendship com-
mands your attention. Give 
this relationship the attention 
it deserves and you may estab-
lish a bond as strong as steel. 
SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22
Think before you speak this 
week. Quick wit may lead to 
some easy laughs, but it’s best 
to consider how your words 
affect those around you before 
you speak. 
SAGITTARIUS Nov. 23-Dec. 21
Criticism is coming your way 
and is intended to be construc-
tive. Recognize others are 
trying to help and take their 

opinions to heart.
CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
Give yourself a little more time 
to solve a puzzling problem. 
Within a few days, you might 
have the fresh perspective you 
need to find a solution. 
AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18
Not everyone moves at high 
speeds. Just because others 
can’t seem to keep up with 
you, doesn’t mean they do not 
have anything to offer.
PISCES Feb. 19-March 20
Focus on doing an activity that 
brings you joy. This activity is a 
great way to spend some free 
time each day being produc-
tive.

ACROSS
 1. Partner to “oohed”
 6. Frying dishes
10. Turncoats
14. Tropical fruit
15. Combinations of 

ideas
17. Sick
19. Consumed
20. Is in possession of
21. Zodiac sign
22. Hem and __
23. Small country 

along the Arabian 
Peninsula

24. Petty quarrel
26. Scold
29. Volcanic crater
31. Present
32. TV network
34. “Rule Britannia” 

composer
35. Some hold 

lunches
37. Spring harvest in 

South Asia
38. Feline
39. Precipitation
40. In addition

41. Using as a founda-
tion

43. Without
45. Ancient Roman 

garment
46. Political action 

committee
47. A way to excite
49. Swiss river
50. A place to relax
53. NE Ohio ball-

player
57. Rocky bodies 

orbiting the sun
58. Horse-drawn 

vehicle
59. Soaks
60. Cunning
61. The underworld

DOWN
 1. Water (Spanish)
 2. Your parent’s 

sister
 3. Incline from verti-

cal
 4. The night before
 5. Female descen-

dants from Ameri-

can revolutionaries
 6. Exclamation of 

disgust
 7. Affirmative votes
 8. Midway between 

north and north-
west

 9. Soft-shell clams
10. Layer at the back 

of the eyeball
11. Tennis great 

Arthur
12. Where golf games 

begin
13. Soviet Socialist 

Republic
16. Capital of Zimba-

bwe
18. This and __
22. Laugh
23. Adhere to the 

rules
24. He comes each 

December
25. Before
27. Hindu cymbals
28. __ and flows
29. Personal com-

puter

30. Semite
31. “Star Wars” hero 

Solo
33. Data executive
35. Hybrid fruits
36. Capital of Latvia
37. Moved swiftly
39. Troublemaker
42. Averts
43. Garment worn by 

S. Asian women
44. It cools your 

house
46. Homes to bach-

elors
47. Besides
48. Cowboys great 

Leon
49. Griffith or Rooney
50. Province of Paki-

stan
51. Part of a book
52. Gasteyer and 

Ivanovic are two
53. Automobile
54. Afflict
55. To the __ degree
56. Arrived extinct
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Mobile phone 
word search

Airplane mode
Android
App
Apple

Area code
Bandwidth
Base
Battery
Bits
Bluetooth
Browser

Callback
Camera
Cell
Data
Download
Emoji
Hot spot

Memory
Range
Signal
Smart
Synchronize
Tower
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PUZZLES AND HOROSCOPE
SUDOKU  

Guess Who? answer: Bindi Irwin

Puzzles are a 9-by-9 
grid, broken down into 
nine 3-by-3 boxes. 
Nos. 1 through 9 must 
fill each row, column 
and box. Each number 
can appear only once 
in each row, column 
and box. Figure out the 
order by using the nu-
meric clues provided. 
The more you name, 
the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle.

GUESS WHO? (answer below Word Search)

I am an animal rights promoter and television host 
born in Australia on July 24, 1998. I grew up in the 
spotlight thanks to my famous father, who had an 
over-the-top and infectious personality. I continue his 
legacy with my work with animals.

George Frey lies in front of  
the entrance to Frey Village. The 
problem is, no one knows where.

A search for the remains of  
Frey, one of  Middletown’s most 
prominent pioneers, and his wife 
Anna Catharine began last year 
in anticipation of  an expansion 
project at the Union Street retire-
ment village. The remains were 
believed to be buried under a 
monument. Crews searched here, 
there and everywhere, but came 
up empty-handed.

Diakon Lutheran Social Min-
istries, which owns Frey Village, 
brought in a company that used 
ground-penetrating radar pulses 
to detect objects, changes in mate-
rial and cracks in the subsurface 
in an area referred to as Swensen 
Park, where the remains were 
thought to be located. Workers 
removed nearly 180 square feet of  
sidewalk and dug five feet deep, 
with no luck.

Excavation was expanded be-
yond the Swensen Park, but still 
no remains.

Efforts to find the remains have 
been suspended. A plan to add 
apartments for seniors on the 
ground where the remains may 
be located is anticipated to begin 
early next year pending presale 
goals.

No further excavations will be 
done at this time unless someone 
can provide new and specific 
information on the possible loca-
tion of  the remains, said William 
Swanger, senior vice president 
for corporate communications at 
Diakon. 

When construction for the new 
project, called Union Square, be-
gins, diligent care will be used in 

the search for the Freys’ casket, 
he said.

Changes made to Frey Village 
over the years have caused confu-
sion over the exact location of  the 
remains, said Walt Reider, presi-
dent of  the George Frey Trust, 
the philanthropic trust that Frey 
created to build an orphanage. 
The orphanage, which Frey never 
saw completed, operated at Union 
Street until the 1960s, when it was 
replaced by a retirement village. 

The remains have a history of  
being moved from one spot to 
the next, and also have a habit of  
going missing. Frey died in 1806, 
and since his death, his remains 
have been lost for more years than 
he lived.

In 1925, they were moved near 
Frey’s orphanage beneath a monu-
ment, and eventually to their cur-

rent resting place when excavation 
began to build Frey Village.

The new project at Frey Village 
propelled the George Frey Trust 
to find a permanent resting spot 
for the remains.

A grave was dug last year at 
St. Peter’s Kierch at Union and 
High streets, the historic church 
Frey founded. The monument, a 
sundial that marked where Frey 
and his wife Anna Catharine’s 
remains were supposed to be at 
Frey Village, was moved to the 
new site.

Last October, a service for Frey 
and Anna Catherine was held at 
St. Peter’s Kierch. The Rev. Dr. 
J. Richard Eckert of  St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church led a group in 
prayer over the open grave.

That grave remains empty, 
covered with a piece of  plywood, 
pending discovery of  the Freys. 
A pile of  dirt stands tall beside 
the grave.

It’s possible the remains are lost 
forever, but hope isn’t lost.

“The idea of  trying to find them 
has not been abandoned,” said 
Reider. “The actual spot of  [the 
remains] just got lost.”

Many of  the eyewitnesses who 
saw the remains moved to their 
current location have passed away, 
and changes made to Frey Village 
over the years have added to the 
confusion of the remains’ location, 
said Reider.

There are still some areas that 
can be dug up once construction 
begins, he said.

“We have been pleased to work 
with the trust throughout this ef-
fort and hope that eventually the 
remains can be located, if  they are 
still in this area,” Swanger said.

News from the Wednesday, July 25, 2012 edition of  the Press & Journal

The Rev.  J. Richard Eckert of St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church leads 
mourners in prayer at the freshly 
dug grave of George and Anna Frey 
on Oct. 2, 2011.

Where in the world is 
George Frey?

Other headlines
• It’s shuttlecocks and Ping-Pong balls when Keystone State 

Games and the Pennsylvania Senior Games come to town
• Elizabethtown Fair’s got talent — do you?

Hot buys
• Fresh sausage, all flavors, 

$3.19 a pound. Smoked ham 
hocks, $1.79 a pound. Extra 
sharp cheese, $5.29 a pound. 
Groff’s Meats, 22 N. Market 
St., Elizabethtown.

• Bud and Bud Light, 
30-pack cans, $20.99. Beck’s 
Light and Dark bottles, $21.99. 
Corby’s Beverage, 209 E. Main 
St., Middletown.

Pioneer’s remains are lost; 
search has been suspended

Preliminary plans for the first 
phase of  a project to transform 
Lytle Farm in Londonderry 
Township into a development of  
more than 1,600 homes have been 
approved by the Londonderry 
Township Planning Commission, 
and were presented to the town-
ship supervisors July 17.

“We are moving forward with 
our development,” said Mark 
Stewart, an attorney for the de-
veloper, George Desmond.

The supervisors granted pre-
liminary approval for the project 
in 2010 despite complaints from 
township residents who said it 
would affect the township’s rural 
character and increase traffic.

The project, which would in-
clude apartments, townhouses, 
businesses, recreational fields 

and tennis courts, is moving 
forward despite a legal dispute be-
tween the Middletown Borough 
Authority and Pennsylvania 
American Water Co. over who 
will supply water to residents.

“We are confident there will be 
public water,” Stewart said.

Phase I of  the project, on the 
north side of  the farm, would 
create 626 residential units, said 
Mark Allen of  Alpha Consulting 
Engineers, an engineering firm 
working on the project. 

Once the plan is approved, it 
will be divided into subphases for 
different types of  housing, each 
of  which will need its own final 
plan approved by the supervisors, 
Stewart said. The developer plans 
to build apartments first, he said, 
but that could change based on 

the housing market.
The supervisors raised several 

possible concerns about the plan, 
including the increased traffic 
levels on Iron Mine Road from 
residents entering and exiting 
from the development and the 
need for more fire hydrants than 
those included in the plan.

Allen, however, said a traffic 
study showed new traffic would 
still be below capacity for the 
road and that project engineers 
would work with borough staff 
on increasing the amount of  fire 
hydrants.

Township Manager Steve 
Letavic said there are still tech-
nical issues brought up by the 
borough engineer that have to be 
addressed before the supervisors 
will consider approving the plan.

Lytle development moves forward

Middletown gets $3 million  
in federal flood buyout funds

Middletown has been awarded 
almost $3 million in state and 
federal grants to purchase 22 
homes severely damaged in 
September’s flooding.

The grants are funded through 
the Hazardous Mitigation Grant 
Program, which is administered 
by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency and the 
Pennsylvania Emergency Man-
agement Agency.

The buyout program removes 
flood-prone homes from the 
flood plain to reduce costs of  
future disasters. The 22 homes 
will be demolished and the land 
preserved as open space.

“While we are saddened by 

the prospect of  losing those 
members of  our community who 
might end up relocating out of  
the borough, we are very happy 
to be able to offer relief  to those 
residents, who lost so much in the 
flood,’’ said Council President 
Christopher McNamara.

Plans call for the borough to 
close on the 22 properties, part 
of  Middletown’s Phase One ap-
plication for program funding, 
in early fall, with demolition 
completed and the property re-
graded soon after.

“Our goal is to get grass grow-
ing there before winter sets in 
to help control erosion,’’ said 
borough Manager Tim Konek.

Troop 97 captures 
Scout camp award 

Boy Scout Troop 97 of  Lon-
donderry Township won the 
Baden Powell Honor Troop 
Award at Hidden Valley Scout 
Reservation in Perry County 
for exceeding expectations at 
the summer camp.

The troop finished second in 
the boat race, building a vessel 
out of  cardboard and duct tape 
that could hold scouts Garrett 
Little and Richie Varner with-
out sinking. 
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A potential new ordinance that 
Middletown Borough Council is 
considering would be a shock to the 
system to many residents who own 
recreational vehicles, motor homes, 
boats and large campers.

All of  those items might soon be 
banned from being parked on Middle-
town streets.

While we foresee the problems 
that owners of  these vehicles might 
initially have, we support the decision 
from both an aesthetic and a safety 
angle.

Long-term parking of  Class 1, 2 or 
3 travel trailers and RVs on borough 
streets — including but not limited to 
campers, pop-up campers and motor 
homes — would come to an end.

Under the proposal, you could only 
park your travel trailer or RV on a 
public street for up to 24 hours in any 
seven-day period — and then only for 
loading or unloading the vehicle.

The proposal is meant to address 
safety, not aesthetics, Public Works 
Director Greg Wilsbach told council 

on June 18. The draft ordinance notes 
concerns over the ability of  emer-
gency vehicles to get through some 
borough streets where “oversized 
vehicles” are parked.

Also prohibited:
• Any vehicle with three or more 

axles, including but not limited to 
single-unit trucks, truck tractors, 
truck tractors with semi-trailer com-
binations and semi-trailers.

• Boats of  Class 2 or 3 that are 26 
feet or more in length, as classified by 
the Pennsylvania Fish and Boat Com-
mission, and boats wider than 10 feet.

• Utility trailers that are more than 
20 feet in length or more than 10 feet 
wide.

And if  you think you can just put 
an RV in your yard instead of  parking 
it on the street, think again. As a li-
censed vehicle, an RV must be parked 
on a driveway or stored, Wilsbach 
said.

Council approved advertising the 
ordinance by 6-1 vote, with Councilor 
Ian Reddinger voting no. Advertising 

the ordinance is a step toward the 
council voting on the measure. That 
might happen at the Aug. 7 meeting.

“How would this impact our resi-
dents?” Reddinger asked before the 
vote to advertise.

It’s a valid question. Many resi-
dences in the borough don’t have 
driveways or garages or ways to store 
such big vehicles.

It’s impossible to say how many 
people will be affected if  the ordi-
nance passes. Council member Rob-
ert Reid asked if  it would be possible 
to “survey” all trailers parked on bor-
ough streets, to determine how many 
are owned by people who do not live 
in Middletown.

Wilsbach said such a survey would 
have to be done by the police depart-
ment and would be cumbersome, 
given the number of  trailers.

The Lower Swatara Township has 
a similar ordinance, so it can be done. 
Granted, the residential parking situ-
ation when comparing Middletown to 
Lower Swatara differs greatly.

The issues with parking in Middle-
town have played out in other ways 
lately. This is another way to make 
more parking available.

But more than that, we agree that 
safety must come first, and emer-
gency vehicles must not be impeded. 
Drivers also need to have clear views 
at intersections of  oncoming traffic, 
and be able to pass on streets safely.

Also, while the borough might not 
want to make it an aesthetics issue, 
it is, in our view. Having such large 
items stored on our streets is not the 
impression we want to give to visitors 
to the borough.  

We urge council to pass the ordi-
nance, but to ensure some amnesty 
period to give residents an opportu-
nity to adjust. 

We also suggest that borough of-
ficials come up with suggestions as to 
how residents can park these vehicles 
legally if  the ordinance is approved.

This ordinance will help make 
driving in the borough safer and help 
our streets look a bit nicer. 

Americans plant trees and host com-
munity events to promote conservation 
and sustainability. Those activities are 
important. But they don’t address one 
of  America’s biggest environmental 
challenges — rapid population growth. 

Since 1970, the U.S. population has in-
creased from 205 million to 327 million 
people. It’ll surge to 404 million by 2060.  

We’d have to develop millions of  
acres of  open space to house and feed 
all these people. It’s not too late to put 
America on a more sustainable path, 
but that would mean having an honest 

discussion about what’s driving U.S. 
population growth. 

Almost 90 percent of  population 
growth is fueled by immigration. Scal-
ing back future levels of  immigration 
would help America pursue a sustain-
able future.  

Earth Day’s founder, the late Senator 
Gaylord Nelson, D-Wisconsin, recog-
nized the need to address immigration 
levels. “It’s phony to say ‘I’m for the 
environment but not for limiting im-
migration,’” he noted.   

He’s right. Nearly 160 million people 
around the world want to move to the 
United States. There’s no feasible way 
to accept them all. Which means Ameri-
cans need to make hard choices about 
who we let in, and most importantly, 
how many. 

Currently, we’re refusing to make 

those choices. Our “chain-migration” 
policies allow immigrants to sponsor 
extended family members for green 
cards. Most of  the 1 million legal immi-
grants who arrive in America annually 
come through chain migration. 

Another 1 million illegal immigrants 
will slip through our southern border 
this year.   

Population growth damages the 
environment. Developers have paved 40 
million acres of  forests and fields — an 
area the size of  New York, Massachu-
setts and New Jersey combined — since 
the 1980s for more housing, roads and 
other structures.  

Florida adds 900 new people to its 
population each day, and half  of  that 
total are immigrants. If  this trend con-
tinues, 5 million acres of  farms, forests 
and open space in Florida will be lost to 

development by 2070.  
Texas adds half  a million new in-

habitants annually. The majority are 
immigrants. Roughly 120,000 acres of  
agricultural lands and natural habitats 
are lost each year to the construction of  
roads and houses.  

This sprawl also threatens our qual-
ity of  life.

Consider water pollution. Developers 
pave over fertile cropland to construct 
housing developments and highways. 
Experts predict there will only be 0.3 
acres of  farmland per resident by 2050 
— a nearly 85 percent decrease over a 
70-year period.  

To feed a growing population with 
less land, farmers will turn to harmful 
pesticides and fertilizers to boost crop 
yields. 

And since we’re paving over natural 

land with impermeable asphalt and 
concrete, much of  that fertilizer will 
run off into our water supply.  

This future isn’t inevitable. 
Ending chain migration for recent 

immigrants’ non-nuclear family mem-
bers would reduce the projected U.S. 
population in 2060 by tens of  millions of  
people. And requiring all employers to 
use E-Verify, a free online system that 
confirms work eligibility, would hu-
manely deter illegal immigrants from 
coming here to work. 

If  Americans really want to preserve 
open spaces for future generations, 
they’ll need to call for humane reduc-
tions in immigration levels.

Glen Colton is an environmentalist and 
long term sustainability activist who 
lives in Fort Collins, Colorado.

Overpopulation is biggest environmental threat, so address immigration

EDITORIALVIEW

Go ahead with RV parking limits

Well, how was the trip to 
Alaska, you may ask? It was 
wonderful. 

There were so many interest-
ing sites and experiences that 
I won’t be able to cover it all in 
one column. I applaud LaVonne 
Ackerman for describing each 
day of  her trip to Israel in her 
weekly column of  late.

I know that it’s not always 
practical to take some time off, 
although I want to encourage 
you to do so if  you can. Ac-
cording to a story on NPR last 
August, more than 700 million 
vacation days went unused in 
2017 by Americans, and a bunch 
of  those were lost by the work-
ers as they didn’t roll over into 
the new year. The story said that 
besides the fact that vacation 
can make us feel good, appar-
ently there are health benefits 
as well.  

The upshot for my trip was 
that all of  the arrangements 
worked perfectly, we stayed 
friends with our daughters 
and my husband enjoyed the 
cruise. I did gain a bit of  weight, 
though, which was not my goal. 
I’ll just try to refuse more of  the 
desserts than I did during the 
trip. 

Here’s a brief  synopsis of  
some of  the highlights of  our 
first week, which was on land. 

We flew into Fairbanks 
through some smoky haze and 
smell because of  the forest fires 
raging not too far away. The 
first day, we had a wonderful 
visit with Mary Shields and her 
dogs. Mary was the first woman 
in 1974 to complete the Iditarod 

dogsled race (then in its 
second year of  running). 
Later that day, we took a 
hike and visited an ice mu-
seum with some fun sculp-
tures. The next day, my 
friend took us on a private 
tour of  a permafrost tunnel 

built by the Army Corps of  En-
gineers. In the tunnel, we could 
see plant and animal remains 
from 11,000 to 32,000 years ago.

We then drove two hours to 
the area around Denali Na-
tional Park. The first day, we got 
our bearings and met the sled 
dogs used by park rangers to 
cart supplies to campers in the 
winter. The next day, we did a 
2-mile hike around the Savage 
River, about one-tenth of  the 
way into this enormous park. We 
saw moose, caribou and a cute 
ground squirrel.

After Denali, we drove the four 
hours to Anchorage and on the 
way got a marvelous view of  the 
crown jewel, Mount Denali (aka 
McKinley), the highest moun-
tain in North America at 20,310 
feet. We hadn’t been able to see 
it when we were inside the park 
because of  the cloud cover, so we 
felt very fortunate to be one of  
the 30 percent who actually see 
the peak. During the trip to the 
largest city in the state, we had 
some great views of  other moun-
tains and rivers as well. 

Anchorage was much flatter 
than I expected, and certainly 
felt like a “big city” after our 
treks in the small, rural areas 
since leaving Fairbanks. Our 
first full day, we explored a love-
ly Native Heritage Museum that 
had displays and houses of  vari-
ous native Alaskan peoples, plus 
a presentation on the sports they 
engaged in. These all seemed to 
take a lot of  skill. We also visited 
the Anchorage Museum, which 
had some interesting displays of  

native Alaskan peoples gathered 
by the Smithsonian Institution. 
There was also a lot of  art work 
by locals and by non-native peo-
ple who had visited and fallen in 
love with the state. That day was 
the Fourth of  July, although we 
would have no opportunity to 

view fireworks. This was due in 
part to the severe drought they 
were having (hence the forest 
fires) and the fact that it doesn’t 
really get dark there in summer 
– there’s about 20 hours of  full 
sunshine each day. My husband 
found video of  fireworks on-
line from New York City, but it 
wasn’t quite the same. 

The next day, we had to get 
up early to be out by 8 a.m. We 
had to be in Seward, Alaska, 
by 11 a.m. to meet a tour. That 
town was another 2½ hours 
away and I didn’t want to take 
any chances. This trip was also 
gorgeous — with the road going 
along one side of  an inlet, then 
the other, with misty mountains 
on all sides. We found the hotel 
where we could leave our car 
and walked over to the train sta-

tion to meet the tour group. 
The tour in Seward involved a 

cool visit to yet another dogsled 
place, this time the one run by 
the Seavey family, who have won 
several of  the Iditarod races in 
the recent past. 

We got to hold several puppies 
that were about 8 weeks old and 
ride in a cart pulled by 14 very 
eager dogs. We were able to see 
the gear they use and hear about 
the challenges of  racing to win. 
Then our group went on a 1½ 
mile hike up to Exit Glacier with 
more beautiful views and scen-
ery. We also saw some salmon 
along a small stream, trying 
hard to jump up the falls toward 
their home lake where they 
spawned. It was a great tour, and 
our guide was super friendly.

We had a good part of  the 
next day to explore Seward 
before boarding the boat (ship!) 
in the afternoon of  our eighth 
day. The girls wanted to visit 
the aquarium in Seward, which 
touted otters, puffins and seals. I 
had to wait for the ship luggage 
drop to open at 11 a.m. and then 
joined my husband down by the 
water to enjoy our picnic lunch. 
We then walked back through 
town seeing a small quilt yard 
sale that tempted me with their 
fabric swatches. 

Finally, we took a small free 
shuttle from the town to meet 
the cruise ship and boarded it at 
about 4 in the afternoon for our 
week on the water.

I’ll tell you about the cruise 
part in my next column. 

Susannah Gal is a professor 
of  biology at Penn State Har-
risburg, and is a member of  
the Press & Journal Editorial 
Board. She has lived around the 
world and made Middletown her 
home in 2015. She can be reached 
at susannahgal1000@gmail.com.

Alaska trip offers Denali views, visit with Iditarod legend
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Mary Shields, the first woman to complete the Iditarod dogsled race, is 
surrounded by Hilton, Katrin and Christine Baxter, and Susannah Gal.
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You can serve 
on the Press 
& Journal 
Editorial Board

We are seeking a member of 
the public to serve on our Editorial 
Board, to help us shape the 
opinions we express in editorials. 
You must be a regular reader of the 
Press And Journal. 

You must be willing and able 
to succinctly, learnedly and 
convincingly state your opinions 
on the issues facing our area while 
being open-minded about the 
views of others.

Being able to write is a plus. We 
want someone who is engaged and 
wants to make a difference. But we 
are not looking for someone who 
is an elected official or a borough 
employee or someone who would 
be on the Editorial Board simply to 
push for a pet project or the cause 
of a board on which they already 
serve. We want someone who has 
a point of view but not an ax to 
grind. We would meet once a week. 
Send us a brief resume and cover 
letter explaining why you want to 
be involved and why you would 
be a good fit. We will ask some of 
the best candidates in for brief 
interviews.

Email information to editor@
pressandjournal.com or mail it to 
Jason Maddux at 20 S. Union St., 
Middletown, 17057.

Your views are welcome
We want to hear from you. Send your 
letters to: letters@pressandjournal.
com, or 20 S. Union St., Middletown, 
Pa. 17057. Letters may be edited for 
accuracy, clarity and length.

President
Donald Trump: The White 
House, 1600 Pennsylvania 
Ave. NW, Washington, D.C. 
20500. 202-456-1111 or 202-456-
1414. www.whitehouse.gov.
U.S. Senate
Sen. Pat Toomey: 248 Russell 
Senate Office Building, Wash-
ington, D.C. 20510, 202-224-
4254. www.toomey.senate.gov.
Sen. Bob Casey: 393 Russell 
Senate Office Building, 
Washington, D.C. 20510, 202- 
224-6324 or 866-802-2833. www.
casey.senate.gov.
U.S. House
Rep. Scott Perry, 10th District: 
1207 Longworth House Office 
Building, Washington, D.C. 
20515. 202-225-5836. perry.
house.gov.
Governor
Gov. Tom Wolf: 508 Main Capi-
tol Building, Harrisburg, PA 
17120. 717-787-2500. website: 
www.governor.pa.gov.
State Legislature
Rep. Tom Mehaffie, 106th District: 
district office, 250 W. Choco-
late Ave., Suite 2, Hershey, PA 
17033. 717-534-1323. tmehaff-
ie@pahousegop.com. www.
repmehaffie.com.
Rep. David S. Hickernell, 98th 
District: 43A East Wing, P.O. 
Box 202098, Harrisburg, PA 
17120-2098. 717-783-2076. www.
rephickernell.com. dhick-
ern@pahousegop.com.
Rep. Patty Kim, 103rd District: 
G11 Irvis Office Building, P.O. 
Box 202103, Harrisburg, PA 
17120-2103. 717-783-9342. www.
pahouse.com/kim.
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Mount Denali can be seen from the 
road driving around Denali National 
Park.
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account balance is less than the $25,000, the enrolled account will not be eligible for the Special Rate and will instead earn the applicable Standard Interest Rate for a Platinum Savings account. As of 05/31/2019, the Standard Interest Rate and APY for a Platinum Savings account in CT, FL, NJ and NY with an account balance of $0.01 and above is 0.05% (0.05% 
APY); and for a Platinum Savings account in DE and PA with an account balance of $0.01 to $99,999.99 is 0.05% (0.05% APY) and with an account balance of $100,000 and above is 0.10% (0.10% APY). Each tier shown reflects the current minimum daily collected balance required to obtain the applicable APY. Interest is compounded daily and paid monthly. 
The amount of interest earned is based on the daily collected balances in the account. Upon the expiration of the 12 month promotional period, then-current Standard Interest Rates apply. Minimum to open a Platinum Savings account is $25. A monthly service fee of $12 applies in any month the account falls below a $3,500 minimum daily balance. Fees may 
reduce earnings. Interest rates are variable and subject to change without notice. Wells Fargo may limit the amount you deposit to a Platinum Savings account to an aggregate of $1 million. 2. Available in-branch only; you must speak with a banker to request the special rate. Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective for accounts opened between 07/08/2019 
and 08/30/2019 and requires a minimum of $25,000 in new money brought to Wells Fargo. “New money” is money from sources outside of the customer’s current relationship with Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. or its affiliates (which includes deposit, brokerage and loan/credit accounts). Public Funds and Wholesale accounts are not eligible for this offer. APY assumes 
interest remains on deposit until maturity. Interest is compounded daily. Payment of interest on CDs is based on term: For terms less than 12 months (365 days), interest may be paid monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or at maturity (the end of the term). For terms of 12 months or more, interest may be paid monthly, quarterly, semi-annually, or annually. A 
penalty for early withdrawal will be imposed and could reduce earnings on this account. Special Rates are applicable to the initial term of the CD only. At maturity, the special rate CD will automatically renew for a term of 6 months, at the interest rate and APY in effect for CDs on renewal date not subject to a Special Rate, unless the Bank has notified you otherwise.  
1., 2. Due to the new money requirement, new accounts may only be opened at your local branch and you must speak to a banker to request the special rate offers for both new and existing accounts. Wells Fargo reserves the right to modify or discontinue the offer at any time without notice. Minimum new money deposit requirement of at least $25,000 is for this offer only 
and cannot be transferred to another account to qualify for any other consumer deposit offer. If you wish to take advantage of another consumer deposit offer requiring a minimum new money deposit, you will be required to do so with another new money deposit as stated in the offer requirements and qualifications. Offer cannot be: • Combined with any other consumer 
deposit offer. • Reproduced, purchased, sold, transferred, or traded. 3. The Portfolio by Wells Fargo program has a $30 monthly service fee, which can be avoided when you have one of the following qualifying balances: $25,000 or more in qualifying linked bank deposit accounts (checking, savings, CDs, FDIC-insured IRAs) or $50,000 or more in any combination of qualifying 
linked banking, brokerage (available through Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC) and credit balances (including 10% of mortgage balances, certain mortgages not eligible). If the Portfolio by Wells Fargo relationship is terminated, the bonus interest rate on all eligible savings accounts, and discounts or fee waivers on other products and services, will discontinue and revert to the 
Bank’s then-current applicable standard interest rate or fee. For bonus interest rates on time accounts, this change will occur upon renewal. If the Portfolio by Wells Fargo relationship is terminated, the remaining unlinked Wells Fargo Portfolio Checking or Wells Fargo Prime Checking account will be converted to another checking product or closed.
© 2019 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. Deposit products offered by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. Member FDIC..

This is more than great rates
This is more savings for wherever you’re going.

Platinum Savings Account

2.00% 
Annual Percentage Yield for 12 months 
with new money deposits of at least 
$25,000 and a minimum daily account 
balance of $25,000 or more1

Guaranteed Fixed-Rate CD

2.10% 
Annual Percentage Yield for a  
7-month term with new money 
deposits of at least $25,0002 

Enroll in a branch by August 30, 2019.
Business owner?  
Ask about our business savings rates. 
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Amanda at 330-360-6144 or

Athan Spanos, executive chef  at 
Penn State Harrisburg, recently 
represented Penn State and took 
the top American Culinary Fed-
eration award for his signature 
dish at the National Culinary 
Challenge in Denver.

The challenge, which took place 
during the National Association of  
College and University Food Ser-
vices National Conference from 
July 10-13, featured competitors 
from six schools.

Spanos advanced to the na-
tional challenge after winning 
the annual Penn State Culinary 
Challenge last October and the 
Mid-Atlantic Regional Conference 
Culinary Challenge, held in Janu-
ary in Gettysburg.

Competitors in the national 
challenge face off  against the 
clock, and before a live audience of  
college and university food service 
professionals, industry experts 
and ACF judges. The live competi-
tion, according to NACUFS, “rec-
ognizes outstanding organization, 
cooking skills, culinary technique, 
taste and style.”

Each culinary challenge fea-
tures a mandatory protein in-
gredient that is determined and 
provided by NACUFS. This year, 
the mandatory protein was 12- to 
14-pound bone-in venison saddle.

Spanos prepared a dish featur-
ing a juniper and fennel crusted 

venison chop, delicata squash and 
trumpet royale mushroom hash, 
sunchoke ravioli truffle parmesan 
foam, root vegetable chip, and a 
sour cherry reduction.

“I was excited to design my dish 
once I heard what the protein 
was going to be,” Spanos said. “I 
enjoy combining different flavors, 
textures and plate designs to com-
pose a well-balanced and beautiful 
dish. It was my goal to push myself  

to make this dish just difficult 
enough so I could finish on time 
and still have a clean, organized 
station and plate.”

Spanos excelled throughout the 
challenge in many ways, accord-
ing to the panel of  judges, despite 
going last in the competition.

Judges commented that his 
completed dish reflected a true 
fine-dining experience.

“We are beyond proud of  Chef  

Athan and his accomplishments,” 
said Mark Kowalski, corporate 
executive chef  at Penn State's Uni-
versity Park campus. “He put in 
the time and hard work with many 
practice rounds to perfect his dish 
for this event, and it showed in the 
end. We are lucky to have him as 
part of  our team.”

Spanos advanced to the national 
level last year as well, “but I had 
to withdraw because my son Ilias 
was born on the very day of  the 
competition, July 11,” Spanos said. 
“So, this year it was very special 
for me to represent Penn State at 
the national level.”

“We extend our warmest con-
gratulations to Chef  Athan,” said 
John Papazoglou, associate vice 
president for Penn State Auxil-
iary and Business Services. “This 
award is a huge recognition for 
him, for Penn State Harrisburg, 
and for Penn State’s entire culi-
nary program.”

“Chef  Athan's national recog-
nition in higher education food 
service is well deserved,” added 
Cheryl Fabrizi, assistant vice 
president for Penn State Housing 
and Food Services. “His commit-
ment to attaining such culinary 
skill reflects Penn State's overall 
commitment, focus and support of  
our talented and skilled culinary 
team that delivers great food every 
day, every meal, to our students.”

PHOTOS COURTESY OF PENN STATE 

Penn State Harrisburg executive chef Athan Spanos, left, had the winning 
dish at the 2019 National Culinary Challenge. It featured a juniper and fennel 
crusted venison chop, delicata squash and trumpet royale mushroom hash, 
sunchoke ravioli truffle parmesan foam, root vegetable chip, and a sour 
cherry reduction.

Penn State Harrisburg executive chef 
victor in National Culinary ChallengePenn State Health will break 

ground on a new hospital on 30 
acres near the intersection of  
State Road and Harrisburg Pike 
near Pennsylvania 283 in East 
Hempfield Township, Lancaster 
County.

Penn State Health is the parent 
company of  Penn State Health 
Milton S. Hershey Medical Cen-
ter in Derry Township.

Construction of  the building 
is anticipated to begin in 2020, 
pending completion of  all neces-
sary approvals and continuing 
dialogue with community and 
township leaders, according to 
a press release.

The new hospital will feature 
all private inpatient beds, an 
emergency department, physi-
cian offices, various specialty 
inpatient services, an imaging 
lab and complete medical and 
surgical capabilities.

“We are committed to building 
a regional health network across 
central Pennsylvania that gives 
our patients a full range of  care 
right in their neighborhoods,” 
said Steve Massini, CEO of  Penn 
State Health. “This new acute 
care facility is another step to-

ward delivering on our promise 
to ensure the communities we 
serve are within 10 minutes of  
our primary care providers, 20 
minutes of  our specialty care 
and 30 minutes of  our acute 
care.”

In the fall of  2017, Penn State 
Health welcomed the providers 
and staff of Physician’s Alliance 
LTD, with 12 practices across 
Dauphin, Lancaster and York 
counties. 

Since then,  Berks Cardiolo-
gists, All About Children (Read-
ing) and Andrews Patel Hematol-
ogy/Oncology (Harrisburg and 
Camp Hill) joined the health 
system’s growing community 
network. 

Earlier this year, Penn 
State Health opened the  Lime 
Spring Outpatient Center, a 
76,000-square-foot outpatient 
facility in East Hempfield Town-
ship that features primary 
care and a large complement 
of  specialty care services. In 
March, Penn State Health broke 
ground on its third adult acute 
care hospital, Penn State Health 
Hampden Medical Center  (Me-
chanicsburg).

Penn State Health plans 
Lancaster County hospital

Harrisburg gas prices fell 1.5 
cents per gallon last week, aver-
aging $2.84 Sunday, according to 
GasBuddy’s daily survey of  241 
stations. 

Gas prices in Harrisburg are 
12.3 cents per gallon higher than a 
month ago and 2.6 cents per gallon 
lower than a year ago.

According to GasBuddy price 
reports, the cheapest station in 
Harrisburg was $2.73 while the 
most expensive was $2.93. 

The lowest price in the state 

Sunday was $2.61, while the high-
est was $3.17. 

The cheapest price in the United 
States on Sunday was $2.06 while 
the most expensive was $5.49. 

The national average price of  
gasoline fell 3.5 cents per gallon in 
the last week, averaging $2.76. The 
national average is up 10.9 cents 
per gallon from a month ago and 
is 6.7 cents per gallon lower than 
a year ago.

Gas prices in Harrisburg on July 
22 have varied widely in recent 

years: $2.87 in 2018; $2.39 in 2017; 
$2.20 in 2016; $2.74 in 2015; and 
$3.60 in 2014.

Neighboring areas and their 
current gas prices:
Lancaster: $2.83, down 2.4 cents per 
gallon from last week.
Reading: $2.85, down 2.2 cents.
York: $2.73, down 8.7 cents.

“Average U.S. gas prices drifted 
lower this week as oil’s downturn 
has picked up steam thanks to a 
smaller than expected decline in 
U.S. oil inventories and concerns 

remain over the strength of  the 
U.S. economy,” said Patrick De-
Haan, head of  petroleum analysis 
for GasBuddy. 

“Motorists will likely face a 
mixed bag at the pump in the week 
ahead. Gas prices are likely to drift 
lower for the first part of  the week, 
with the exception of  Great Lakes 
states, but may perk up closer to 
the weekend or early next week 
should oil prices exhibit strength 
that pushes them close to $60 per 
barrel,” he added.

Gas prices up slightly for week, 12.5 cents more than month ago
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