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Mrakovich drives 
in NASCAR  
Xfinity Series  B1

Students learn 
online safety A5

BASEBALL LOSES B1

Public notices in this week’s Press & Journal
• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  June 
Mann. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  Vir-
ginia Costlow. A4
• SUSQUEHANNA TWP: Estate of  
Jo Ellen Hoffman. A4
• HIGHSPIRE: Vacancies in Com-
mittees. A4
• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  
Charles Keiter. A4
• SUSQUEHANNA TWP: Estate of  
Dorothy Kehler. A4

• MIDDLETOWN: Estate of  An-
drew Hentz. A4
• LOWER SWATARA TWP: Adver-
tisement for Bids. A4
• ELIZABETHTOWN: Ficticious 
Name Notice. A4
• HUMMELSTOWN: Estate of  
John Feiman. A4

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Every once in awhile the little 
guy gets a win.

In this case, Richard Baker got 
a win, not just for himself  but for 
other residents of  the Harborton 

Estates mobile home park in 
Middletown, which Baker and 
his wife Andrea have called home 
since 1999.

Baker started noticing some 
funny things going on with his 
water and sewer bill, about six 
months after ownership of  the 

trailer park changed hands in 
February 2017.

At first, Baker and the other 
Harborton residents didn’t get 
any water and sewer bills at all for 
the first six months after Kodiak 
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Richard and Andrea Baker in front of their residence in Harborton Estates.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

You really can’t fault Middle-
town Area High School prin-
cipal Michael Carnes for not 
knowing when was the last 
time the prom was held at the 
high school.

“I couldn’t tell you that,” 
Carnes said, even though he 
graduated as a Blue Raider in 
the early 1990s and remembers 
going to the prom at the former 
Embers Convention Center 
near Carl-
isle.

It could be 
because the 
last time the 
prom was 
held at the 
high school 
was a long 
time before 
that — back to 1966. Man hadn’t 
even orbited the moon yet, let 
alone plant a flag on it.

But come Saturday, May 19, 
for the first time in 52 years, 
the prom is coming back to the 
high school.

And it sounds like it is going 
to be special. Plans call for the 
young couples to step out of  
their rides onto a red carpet 
leading to the school entrance, 
where they will be photo-
graphed as they make their way 
into the building.

“We are trying to entice some 
of  our staff members to serve 
as valets” so students don’t 
have to worry about parking, 
Carnes said.

Inside, what the students 
know as the high school caf-
eteria will be “totally trans-
formed” to look anything but, 
done up with lighting and deco-
rating by professional firms. A 
lounge area will be set up with 
couches where students can 
hang out between dances, or 
they can stroll outside into the 
courtyard.

And it’s all going to cost stu-
dents a lot less than what they 
have been paying to go to the 
prom in recent years, Carnes 
said.

For all these years, starting 
in 1967 when the prom was first 
moved from the old high school 
(which was torn down in 2016) 
to Blue Ridge Country Club, the 
prom has been held in various 
off-site venues, usually a hotel. 
The 2017 prom was held at the 
Red Lion Hotel Harrisburg 
Hershey.

Prom will 
be held at 
MAHS for 
first time 
since 1966 

Carnes

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL  
BY JODI OCKER

Ivy Martnishn and Chris 
Plummer get ready to enter the 
Middletown prom on Saturday, 
May 20, 2017, at the Red Lion 
Hotel Harrisburg Hershey. The 
prom will move to Middletown 
Area High School this year.

Please see PROM, page A3

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Residents have two new places 
to dine after Tony’s Pizzeria and 
Hong’s Wok recently opened in 
the Westporte Centre off West 
Main Street. 

Highspire-based Tony’s 
opened its second location in 
Middletown on March 26, and 
Hong’s Wok moved in on April 18. 

Tony’s owner Antonio Barone 
said they wanted to reach out 
more to Middletown and be close 
to Penn State, which has housing 
right across the street. 

Hong’s Wok serves Asian and 
Chinese cuisine. Owner Xiaohui 
Hong also said they chose the 
location to be close to Penn State, 
but also to Harrisburg Interna-
tional Airport.

“We’re doing pretty good so 
far,” Barone said. 

Hong’s Wok and Tony’s Piz-
zeria joined an AT&T store in 
the new part of  the Westporte 
Centre between Wells Fargo 
bank and Nissley Street. Marisa 
Benjamin of  Towne Retail LLC, 
the company owned by developer 
Jim Nardo, said Towne is looking 
for two more tenants for the new 

addition of the Westporte Centre, 
particularly nail or hair salons 
or coffee shops. 

During a recent Middletown 
Borough Council meeting, Nar-
do asked the council to consider 
making Nissley Street two-way 
again to allow people to turn 
right onto Nissley Street and 
then right into the bank drive-
through. 

According to Nardo attorney 
Tom Scott, the borough council 
approved the land development 
plan for the Westporte Centre 
in 2011, which included making 
Nissley Street two-way between 
Main and Water streets. 

Scott said he was not aware of  
any parking issues while Nissley 
was two-way. Nardo said parking 
was never allowed on the west 
side of  the street.

“The parking taken away 
wasn’t really parking,” Nardo 
said. 

Council member Jenny Miller 
said making Nissley two-way 
hurt the neighborhood. 

“We used to be able to park on 
the west side as well as behind 
where the new addition was put 
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Antonio Barone slices a pizza in his new shop in Middletown on last 
week.

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

A May 9 hearing has been set in 
federal court to consider Middle-
town borough’s request for an 
injunction to block Suez imposing 
an 11.5 percent surcharge on water 
and sewer bills.

The hearing will start at 10 a.m. 
in courtroom 2 on the 9th floor 
of  the federal courthouse at 228 
Walnut St. in Harrisburg, accord-
ing to an order filed Monday, April 
30, by federal Judge Christopher 
C. Conner.

Conner also set a May 8 deadline 
for Suez and Middletown Water 
Joint Venture LLC to file briefs 
opposing the borough’s motion 
for an injunction.

Conner’s order was in response 
to a request from lawyers for the 
borough that the timetable for 
considering the injunction be 

moved up, given that the 11.5 per-
cent surcharge has already been 
added to Middletown bills “with 
payments due today,” lawyers 
Dilworth Paxson said in a letter 
filed with the court on April 26.

Lawyers for Suez and the joint 
venture succeeded in transferring 
to U.S. Middle District federal 
court the April 16 lawsuit that 
the borough had filed in Dauphin 
County Court.

In court papers, lawyers Bu-
chanan Ingersoll & Rooney pro-
vided their first response to the 
borough’s injunction to block 
the surcharge on behalf  of  Suez 
and the joint venture, saying the 
50-year lease borough council 
approved of  Middletown’s water 
and sewer systems in 2014 pro-
vides the joint venture with “the 
right to recover service charges 
from customers of  the borough’s 
systems in the event that certain 

contractually defined water sale 
thresholds are not met.”

“The borough seeks to reform 
these unambiguous contractual 
provisions on the basis of  the bor-
ough’s allegation that such provi-
sions, on their face and as written 
in the agreement, somehow do 
not reflect the parties’ intention,” 
lawyers for Suez and the joint 
venture say.

Allowing the borough to change 
the provisions not only affects the 
joint venture collecting the $1.9 
million for the water sales short-
fall covering the first three years 
of  the lease, lawyers for the joint 
venture say. 

It also potentially reduces by 
“tens of  millions of  dollars” rev-
enue the joint venture is “entitled 
to recover” from a water sales 
shortfall over the duration of  the 
50-year lease, lawyers for Suez and 
the joint venture contend.

May 9 hearing set for borough-Suez suit

Tony’s Pizzeria, 
Hong’s Wok open 
up at Westporte
Rent-A-Center open for now; talks held 
to make Nissley a two-way street again

Please see WESTPORTE, page A3

A WIN FOR THE LITTLE GUY
Harborton Estates resident questions changes in water and 
sewer bill, gets costs reduced for those in mobile home park

Please see BILLS, page A6

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Whether Jordan Beinlich and 
three other Penn State University 
Harrisburg students can keep liv-
ing where they want to in Middle-
town may come down to a May 8 

decision by the borough zoning 
hearing board.

In February, a borough codes 
official told Beinlich and the oth-
ers that two of  them would have 
to move out of  the four-bedroom 
house that the four students rent in 
the 200 block of  West Water Street.

Under borough zoning law, the 
property falls under a definition 
of  family that prohibits more than 
two unrelated people from living 
in a single-family home.

The code official gave the stu-

Housemates 
Brenden McNutt 
and Jordan 
Beinlich sit on 
the front porch 
of the house 
they rent with 
two other Penn 
State Harrisburg 
students in 
the 200 block 
of West Water 
Street in 
Middletown. The 
borough has 
posted a public 
notice of the May 
8 zoning hearing 
board session on 
whether two of 
the four students 
will have to move 
out.
STAFF PHOTO BY DAN 
MILLER

Does borough zoning 
target PSU students?
More than 2 unrelated people can’t in single-family home

Please see ZONING, page A2
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May brings many things to celebrate

To place your business in this directory 
contact the Press And Journal at: 20 S.Union Street, Middletown

E-mail: info@pressandjournal.com 
Phone: 717-944-4628

AUTO DEALER
Hondru Auto
2005 South Market Street, 
Elizabethtown
717-367-6644

Sutliff Chevrolet, Don Stago
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg
717-234-4444 or 717-940-4963

AUTO SERVICE
Dailey’s Service Station
200 East Main Street, Middletown
717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station
138 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service
231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown
717-944-7154

CHIROPRACTOR/
PHYSICAL THERAPIST
THE HETRICK CENTER
500 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-2225

FLOWERS
Michele Hughes Lutz
Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton 
717-944-5425

HALLMARK CARDS  
& GIFTS
Rhoads Pharmacy & Gift Shop
17 West Main Street, Hummelstown
717-566-2525

Middletown Pharmacy 
& Gift Shop
436 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1640

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Dale Sinniger & Son Electric
717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring
5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg
717-545-6103

HW Wilson Roofing
2161 North Union Street, Middletown 
717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service
3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown
717-367-3724

INSURANCE
State Farm Insurance
Steve Lane
735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

PERSONAL TRAINING
Home Team Training
500 North Union Street, Middletown
717-215-9607

PRINTING
Press And Journal Publications
Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery
For More Information 
717-944-4628

RESTAURANT
Black Horse Tavern
101 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-0450

SALON
Hairport/Touch of Class
2 S. Union Street, Middletown
717-944-7980

Sharp Cuts
124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000

Support Your 
Local Businesses

For Women & 
Girls Only*

$10 Tickets

Saturday, May 12th O 3-6 pm P West Shore Elks Lodge, Camp Hill
Please come out to enjoy & support women-owned businesses, as well as 

local non-pro�it organizations, committed to empowering women!
������ ����� aaphcentralpa@gmail.com ��� ���� �������

Asian American Pakistani Heritage Presents: 

*���� ���� 8 ����� ��� 
��� ���������

• Women’s Empowerment
• Speakers & Diverse Performers
• Panelists on Women’s Health
• Mother’s Day Celebration

GAMES, RAFFLES & 
CASH PRIZES!

For more info & to purchase advance tickets, 
please contact ESTHER BYRD: (717) 939-5808

May 6th
@ THE HIGHSPIRE FIRE HOUSE

Doors & Kitchen 
Open @ Noon
Regular Bingo 
Starts @ 2 pm

ADVANCE TICKETS: $25
AT THE DOOR: $30

You will receive a nine card 
packet for all 20 games.

Blackout Bingo is separate; 
the cost for a strip of three 

cards will be $1 each.

Yay for May ... what a merry 
month we have! 

Why do we like May so much? 
If  you like country concerts, 
they start up in May. 

The 102nd running of  the In-
dianapolis 500; Kentucky Derby; 
Memorial Day; Mother’s Day; 
Teacher Appreciation Day ... all 
are in May!

There is so much to be thank-
ful for in May — the very near 
end of  the school year (I’m 
thinking we have about 25 days 
left), the warmer weather, and 
the beauty of  spring with the 
sunshine that beckons us to be 
outside. 

Enjoy these days ahead with 
your family and friends, because 
the time goes by way too fast. 

Please let me know your news 
to share. Have a marvelous 
week. 

Birthdays
Cheryl Daily of  Lower Swatara 

will celebrate her cake-and-ice 
cream day on Wednesday, May 2. 
Happy birthday to a special lady 
with a big heart!

Best wishes to Pam Shonk of  
Londonderry, who will hear the 
birthday song on Wednesday, 
May 2, too. Enjoy! 

Here’s to a happy quarter-
of-a-century cake day to Cody 
Kochinsky, who turns 25 on 
Thursday, May 3. Congratula-
tions to you, Cody!

Happy birthday balloons will 
fly May 4 for Janice Breon of  
Lower Swatara. Hoping the 
breezes will be warm for you on 
Friday, Janice. 

Logan Nissley of  Lower Swata-
ra celebrates his 9th birthday 
on Saturday, May 5. I hope it’s 
a perfect day to have fun and be 
merry!

Happy confetti-popping day to 

Larry Sheaffer of  Lower Swata-
ra on May 5. Make this a super 
Saturday birthday, Larry!

Happy birthday greetings are 
sent out to Meredith Breon of  
Lower Swatara on Saturday. 
It's good to enjoy cake and ice 
cream, especially on May 5. 
Enjoy it all, Meredith! 

Jerrod Myers of  Middletown 
hits cake day No. 18 on May 6. 
Congrats and have a super birth-
day on Sunday! 

Alex Mosher of  Lower Swata-
ra marks his me-holiday on 
Sunday, May 6. I hope 22 terrific 
things happen, Alex!

Happy 19th balloon-flying-
last-teener birthday to Michael 
Mattes of  Lower Swatara. Let 
the good times roll, Michael!

Lavina Balliet of  Lower 
Swatara celebrates her 14th 
dazzling cake day on Sunday, 
May 6. Many good wishes to you, 
Lavina.

Here is a happy birthday 
shout-out to Leslie Hughes of  
Lower Swatara. She has her 
party day on Monday, May 7. 
Sending you sunshine and flow-
ers, Leslie!

Best wishes for a top-notch 
birthday to Janel Tomalis of  
Lower Swatara. Her lovely day is 
on Tuesday, May 8. Enjoy!

Happy super-duper-dazzling 
birthday to Yareidy Muniz of  
Middletown on Tuesday, May 
8. This sweet princess will be 9. 
God bless you, Yareidy! 

Happy birthday smiles are 
sent to Mary Lou Witmer of  
Lower Swatara on Tuesday, May 
8. Enjoy the day, Mary Lou!

Max Yurovich of  Lower 
Swatara turns 8 on his fun-filled 
day, Tuesday, May 8!

Anniversaries 
Best wishes for a terrific 

anniversary to Dan and Marie 
Fuoti of  Lower Swatara. They 
celebrate 39 years together on 
Saturday, May 5. Enjoy!

Happy 35th wedding anniver-
sary to Don and Cindy Bowers 
of  Lower Swatara. The present? 
Jade! I hope your Monday, May 7 
is marvelous!

Family Fun Day 
Mark your calendar for Satur-

day, May 12, because everyone 
is invited to attend Family Fun 
Day at Hoffer Park in Middle-
town, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Choices ... matter! Families ... 
matter! You ... matter! 

There will be free food, games 
and more. 

The event is sponsored by 
Dauphin County. 

Superman Peanut Butter Cookies
From the 

Wedding Book Collection
1/2 c. shortening (half  butter)
1/2 c. Superman peanut butter
1/2 c. granulated sugar
1/2 c. brown sugar, packed
1 egg
1 1/4 c. flour
1/2 tsp. baking powder
3/4 tsp. baking soda
1/4 tsp. salt
Mix shortening, peanut but-

ter, sugars, and egg thoroughly. 
Measure flour by dipping 
method or by sifting. 

Blend all dry ingredients. Stir 
into shortening mixture. 

Heat oven to 375 degrees. Roll 
dough into 1 1/4 inch balls. Place 
3 inches apart on lightly greased 
baking sheet. 

Flatten criss-cross style with 
fork dipped in flour. Bake 10 to 
12 minutes. 

Makes about three dozen 2 1/2 
inch cookies. 

Note: If  using self-rising flour, 
omit the baking powder, baking 
soda and salt.

Special note: I have no idea 
what Superman peanut butter is 
... so use your favorite! 

Quote of the Week 
“Remember, you can choose 

your attitude!”  — Anonymous 

Question of the Week
What school do you go to, what 

do you like about it? 
“Middletown Middle School. 

I like the students who go here. 
A lot of  them are kind, nice and 
funny.”  — Alejandro Lopez, 13, 
Lower Swatara.

“I go to Kunkel Elementary. 
I like that we get gym class and 
recess.” — Jaeon Richardson, 9, 
Lower Swatara.

“Kunkel Elementary. I like 
that we have a talent show!” 
— Gabby Romain, 9, Lower 
Swatara.

“Reid Elementary. I like that 
the kids are mostly respectful to 
each other!” — Arianna Laverty, 
10, Middletown.

“The middle school. I like the 
different activities that we do 
in our classes. It keeps things 
interesting.” — Madison Sieber, 
14, Middletown. 

“I go to Reid Elementary. I 
like that they make things fun 
here. We get to do things that 
other schools don’t have, special 
things, and sometimes we have 
extra recesses!” — Logan Ben-
ner, 11, Middletown. 

Proverb for the Week
A fool spurns his father’s dis-

cipline, but whoever heeds cor-
rection shows prudence (15:5). 

Reach LaVonne Ackerman at 
717-649-7366 or by email at La-

Rep. Tom Mehaffie, R-Lower 
Swatara Township, invites resi-
dents of  the 106th District to 
attend his second annual Health 
Expo from 9 a.m. to noon Friday, 
May 4, at the Hummelstown 
Chemical Fire Company No. 1, 
249 E. Main St., Hummelstown.

More than 50 representatives 
from state and local agencies and 
the health care industry will be 
on hand to speak about programs 
and services as well as answer 
questions or concerns. A variety 
of  free health screenings will be 
offered.

“This event provides a great 
opportunity for residents to meet 
face to face with people in our 
area who can assist them with a 
wide range of  issues,” Mehaffie 
said. “We had a fantastic turnout 
for my first expo last year, and 
I hope to see even more people 
attend this highly informative 
event this year.”

Admission to the expo is free 
and no advance registration is 
required.

For more information, in-
cluding a full list of  scheduled 
vendors, visit repmehaffie.com.

Mehaffie Health Expo 
set for Hummelstown

Frey Village will play host to a 
“Friends of  the Arts” program at 
7 p.m. May 11 featuring the Matt 
Daniels Band from New York.  

The program will be held in 
the chapel of  the village, 1020 N. 
Union St.

Friends of  the Arts events sup-
port village and area residents’ 
interest in the arts while promot-
ing the efforts of  local artists, 
musicians and writers.

For more information, call 
Frey Village at 717-930-1228.

‘Friends of Arts’ will be at Frey

dents a month for two of  them 
to move out. The only reason the 
students are still living in the 
house is because their landlord 
appealed the order to the zoning 
board, Beinlich said.

“This would have been in the 
middle of  March. That’s halfway 
through our semester,” Beinlich 
said of  when two of  the students 
would have to move out, had 
their landlord not intervened. 
“Where am I going to  go? I’m in 
the middle of  the semester. I can’t 
rent anything else around here in 
the middle of  the semester. It kind 
of  worried us for a little while but 
she filed the appeal so we could 
stay until the end” of  the semester.

Their landlord is Diana Mc-
Glone, who resigned from borough 
council in March after fellow 
Councilor Jenny Miller filed a 
complaint against McGlone with 
the borough contending that Mc-
Glone was violating the zoning 
ordinance regarding how many 
unrelated persons can live in a 
single-family dwelling.

Miller, who also lives in the 200 
block of  West Water Street, said 
she filed the complaint on behalf  
of  another resident who lives in 
the block.

The complaint was driven 
by concerns over not enough 
on-street parking in the block 
that Miller blamed on the Penn 
State Harrisburg students being 
brought into the neighborhood 
by McGlone, who is part owner of  
three houses in the block that are 
used as rental properties — includ-
ing the one Beinlich and the three 
other students live in.

McGlone didn’t blame her coun-
cil resignation solely on the com-
plaint filed by Miller, but generally 
on what McGlone characterized 
as “the continual targeting and 
harassment of  borough officials 
and associates” and the “toll” this 
was taking on her family.

After Miller filed the complaint 
and before McGlone resigned, 
McGlone during a Feb. 20 council 
meeting proposed council change 
the definition of  family in the 
zoning ordinance to allow up to 
five or six unrelated people older 
than age 18 to reside in a single-
dwelling unit.

That led Council President Da-
mon Suglia to charge McGlone 
with having a conflict of  interest, 

contending that she as a sitting 
councilor was proposing a change 
that would directly benefit her.

McGlone denied a conflict, tell-
ing the Press & Journal she was 
doing her job as an elected official 
“to put forth policies that benefit 
the entire community.”

Beinlich, a junior from Sullivan 
County majoring in civil engineer-
ing, said that no one — including 
McGlone — ever told him and 
the other students about the law 
pertaining to no more than two 
unrelated people living in a single-
family dwelling. 

There is nothing in the lease 
contract that says anything about 
the ordinance, Beinlich said. 
There was nothing on the Penn 
State website listing the house as 
a property for rent to students that 
said anything about the ordinance, 
he added.

Beinlich during his first two 
years here lived in Nittany Place, 
a privately owned apartment 
complex for Penn State Harris-
burg students located along West 
Main Street.

“We’re paying $200 to $300 less 
here. That difference is like decid-
ing what dinner I’m going to eat 
— $300 a month is kind of  a big 
deal,” Beinlich said.

He also referred to issues with 
Nittany Place over his security 
deposit. 

“It was just a bad experience 
with them and I wanted to get 
out of  there” and then he saw the 
house on West Water Street listed 
on the Penn State Harrisburg 
website, he said.

Brenden McNutt, one of  Bein-
lich’s three housemates, agreed 
that living in the house is “way 
cheaper” than living in the apart-
ment complexes like Nittany 
Place. He also prefers the feel of  
living in the house.

“It’s more homey, to be honest 
with you, like a house than an 

apartment that has laminated 
floors on it,” said McNutt, a junior 
from Williamsport majoring in 
mechanical engineering.

Beinlich said on-campus hous-
ing isn’t an option because it gets 
“filled up immediately” and there 
is always a waiting list. Getting 
into the off-campus apartment 
complexes is no problem, but they 
are too expensive.

Beinlich and McNutt say they 
don’t understand the logic behind 
the prohibition against more than 
two unrelated people living in the 
house, and that no one has both-
ered to explain it to them.

They both say the ordinance 
makes them feel “unwelcome” as 
Penn State Harrisburg students 
in Middletown.

“It’s kind of  crazy,” Beinlich 
said. “They don’t want us here. 
They are trying to kick us out of  
our apartment just because there 
are more than two non-blood 
people living here.”

Beinlich also believes the bor-
ough is targeting them. He knows 
of  other Penn State Harrisburg 
students living in the same situ-
ation elsewhere in Middletown 
— including students living in the 
two houses across the street also 
part-owned by McGlone, as well 
as in Pineford.

Yet he knows of  no other stu-
dents whom the borough is trying 
to kick out.

If  the borough did uniformly 
apply the ordinance, Beinlich said 
he thinks it would impact up to 
several hundred Penn State Har-
risburg students who are living in 
Middletown.

That makes no sense to him, 
given the economic benefit Penn 
State Harrisburg students provide 
to the borough.

“The students bring a lot to 
the town. The population almost 
doubles and I feel that brings a lot 
to business around here,” Beinlich 
said.

“There would be no income here 
to be honest with you” without the 
Penn State Harrisburg students, 
McNutt contends.

They also disagree that Penn 
State Harrisburg students are tak-
ing up all the available on-street 
parking in the neighborhood.

“There’s always parking. You 
might have to walk a little bit, but 
it’s not like blocks away,” Beinlich 
said.

“If  you want parking in front of  

your house, build a driveway. It’s 
that simple,” McNutt said.

“There’s a bunch of  condemned 
houses, too. If  they are so worried 
about parking, why not knock 
those down and build a parking 
lot? There’s one up the street,” 
McNutt said, referring to a house 
around the corner on Nissley 
Street that Miller calls “the lean-
ing house” because it looks like it 
is falling down.

This isn’t the first time that 
the interests of  landlords such 
as McGlone, who want to rent to 
Penn State Harrisburg students, 
have clashed with the interests of  
other borough residents, and with 
the borough itself.

In 2012, David Diekman, a land-
lord who bought a single-family 
home in Middletown to rent to 
students, sued the borough in 
Dauphin County Court after the 
zoning board declined his request 
to allow a certain number of  un-
related students to reside in his 
dwelling.

McGlone, who had been on 
council but had resigned in Janu-
ary 2012, was also a landlord and 
supported Diekman in the same 
way she is calling for change now 
— contending that borough zoning 
was targeting landlords like her, 
and targeting Penn State Harris-
burg students as well.

But a county judge rejected 
Diekman’s argument.

In December 2013, borough 
council passed a new zoning or-
dinance — the one now in effect 
— that sought to control student 
housing by restricting it to certain 
parts of  town, primarily areas in 
southwest Middletown that sur-
round the borough’s commercial 
centers and are close to Penn State 
Harrisburg.

For example in the R-2 residen-
tial zone which includes the 200 
block of  West Water Street, the 
new ordinance limited student 
housing to a specific definition 
that referred to apartments, but 
did not appear to include existing 
single-family houses which were 
defined separately.

The changes were intended to 
preserve the existing “residential 
character” of  neighborhoods like 
the one on West Water Street, and 
to deter people from buying up and 
renovating homes in order to rent 
them to Penn State Harrisburg 
students, according to comments 
borough officials made at the time.

ZONING: Interests of PSU landlords, borough residents at odds?
From page A1 “It’s kind of crazy. They 

don’t want us here. They 
are trying to kick us out 
of our apartment just 
because there are more 
than two non-blood people 
living here.”

PSU student Jordan Beinlich
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Joyce Cooper
MIDDLETOWN

Joyce Loretta Brandt Cooper, 
89, passed away on Sunday, April 
29, 2018 in the Middletown Home, 
where she resided for the past 
seven years. 

 She was the wife of  the 
late Clifford C. Cooper, who 
d i e d  i n  D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 8 . 
 Born July 7, 1928 in Middle-
town, Pa., she was the daugh-
ter of  the late Aaron H. and 
Helen E. (Thompson) Brandt. 
 A brother Benjamin, a son Craig 
C. Cooper, two infant children, 
and an aunt, Evelyn M. Thomp-
son, preceded her in death. 
 She is survived by her daughter, 
Lynn (Kevin) Black; three grand-
children, Lucy E. Black, Craig A. 
Black, and Nina C. Black; and one 
great-grandson, Dimitri J. Black.

 Joyce was a graduate of  Mid-
dletown High School, class of  
1946 and was retired from self-
employment as a businesswoman 
in Middletown, Pa. Joyce was 
an accountant and tax preparer.  
She started her accounting prac-
tice in the late 1940’s. After her 
marriage to Clifford Cooper in 
1950, they established the C. C. 
Cooper Agency. Prior to her mar-
riage, she was active in athletics, 
playing on the girls’ junior and 
senior varsity basketball teams 
in the Middletown High School. 

 She was member of  Wesley 
United Methodist Church, Mid-
dletown and the Dorcas Sunday 
school class. She served in her 
church choir and Sunday school 
department. Prior to her con-
finement, Joyce enjoyed weekly 
visits to friends and family at the 
Middletown Home where she and 
Clifford had a Shut-In Ministry. 
She also was a member of  her 
church’s Shut-In Card Ministry. 
Joyce especially enjoyed time with 
her grandchildren.

 A private family service will 
be held at the convenience of  the 
family. 

In lieu of  flowers, contributions 
may be made to Wesley United 
Methodist Church, Middletown  
or Bright Hope Fellowship Church, 
Middletown.

 The family has entrusted the 
care of  the Matinchek Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services, 
Inc., Middletown to handle the 
funeral arrangements.

 Condolences may be sent online 
at www.matinchekfuneralhome.
com.

Margaret Tennis
MIDDLETOWN

Margaret E. (Gorse) Tennis, 90, 
of  Middletown, entered into eter-
nal rest on Saturday, April 28, 2018 
at the Middletown Home.

 Born September 3, 1927, in Har-
risburg, she was the daughter of  
the late John and Susan (Hobosky) 
Gorse. In addition to her parents 
she was preceded in death by her 
beloved son, Edward W. Tennis 
Jr., brothers John, James, and 
Thomas Gorse and sister, Agnes 
Kozlosky.

 She is survived by her loving 
husband of  71 years, Edward W. 
Tennis Sr. of  Middletown; children 
Patricia A. Ethridge and husband 
David of  Elizabethtown, Gary J. 
Tennis and wife Joy of Harrisburg, 
David J. Tennis and wife Nancy 
of  Middletown; and daughter-in-
law, Karen Tennis; grandchildren 
Amy, Scott, David, Angela, Bran-
don, Ashley and Alicia; and five 
great-grandchildren. She is also 
survived by sisters Susan Gac-
esa (husband John) of  Highspire, 
Dorothy Moyer (husband Carl) of  
Chambers Hill, Julie Ann Alexan-
der of  Harrisburg, Mary Elizabeth 
Shettel of  Lewisberry, and many 
nieces and nephews.

 Marge graduated from John 
Harris High School in 1945 where 
she was a member of  the Civilian 
Air Patrol. After graduation, she 
worked for the Bell Telephone 
Company. She was a faithful 
member of  Seven Sorrow of  the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic 
Church where she volunteered for 
Meals on Wheels and the Thrift 
Shop as well as a member of  the 
Golden Group. She also was a 
member of the Golden Hearts Club 
and the auxiliaries of  American 

Lois Lindsey
HIGHSPIRE

Lois A. (Hartzell) Lindsey, 85, 
formerly of  Highspire, passed 
away peacefully on Friday, April 
27, 2018 at Cedarbrook Nursing & 
Rehabilitation Center, Allentown. 

 Born Monday, October 10, 1932 
in Elizabethtown, she was the 
daughter of  the late Theodore W. 
Hartzell and Catherine (Condran) 
Willard. She was first married to 
Claud E. Witman Jr. until his death 
in 1991. She was then married to 
Herbert H. Lindsey until his death 
in 2014. 

 She was preceded in death by a 
daughter, Bonnie L. Moore.

 Surviving are six children: 
Sondra L. Coble (Mike), William 
C. Witman (Christine), Tina M. 
Mujevic (Sadrija), Claude E. 
Witman III, (Michele), Wendy 
S. Rosati (Sheila) and April M. 
Harley-Perez (Jaime). Also sur-
viving are four stepdaughters 
Cathy Riordan (Pat), Jan Politis 
(Jim), Becky Christie (Bob) and 
Nanette Soliday (Doug); as well 
as numerous grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren. 

 A funeral service will be held at 
11 a.m. on Thursday, May 3, 2018 at 
the Fager-Finkenbinder Funeral 
Home & Crematory, Inc., 208 North 
Union Street, Middletown, PA 
17057; 717-944-7413.  

 Burial will follow in Shoop’s 
Cemetery (Garden of  Rest), Har-
risburg. 

 There will be a viewing held 
at the funeral home from 9 a.m. 
until the time of  the service on 
Thursday. 

 Condolences and memories 
may be shared at: www.Finken-
binderFamily.com.

Legion Post 594 and the Veterans 
of  Foreign Wars. Marge enjoyed 
crocheting, cross stitch, ceram-
ics, cooking and baking as well 
as traveling with her husband, Ed 
throughout the United States. She 
is most known for her beautiful 
sewing. Her special love was the 
thread that stitched our family to-
gether. Her greatest joy came from 
caring for her family, especially all 
of  her grandchildren.

 A Mass of  Christian burial will 
be celebrated on Friday, May 4, 
2018 at 11 a.m. at Seven Sorrows of  
the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic 
Church, 280 N. Race St., Middle-
town, Pa., with Fr. Ted Keating as 
celebrant. There will be a visita-
tion from 10 a.m. until the time of  
the service at the church.

 Interment will be at Middletown 
Cemetery, Middletown.

 The family would like to extend 
a warm thank you to all the staff 
at Country Meadows and The 
Middletown Home for their care 
and love. 

 Memorial contributions may 
be made to Seven Sorrows Catho-
lic Church, 280 N. Race St., 
Middletown, PA 17057 or to the 
Middletown Home, Benevolent 
Fund, 999 West Harrisburg Pike, 
Middletown, PA 17057.

 The family has entrusted the 
care of  the Matinchek Funeral 
Home and Cremation Services, 
Inc., 260 E. Main St., Middletown 
with the funeral arrangements.
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Discussions leading toward 
bringing the prom back to the 
high school started with class 
advisers a few years ago, mostly 
over concerns that prom tickets 
were becoming too expensive for 
students.

The district would sign a 
three-year contract for one of  
these venues, Carnes said. The 
contract locked the district in to 
a specific date for when the prom 
would be held each year, and also 
establish a minimum amount for 
how much money had to be paid 
to the venue in ticket sales.

Bigger high schools that hold 
their prom off-campus don’t have 
much of  a problem meeting this 
minimum, because ticket sales 
are spread over a much larger 
group of  students, Carnes said.

But in Middletown where 
the classes are 
smaller, prom 
ticket prices had 
been going up 
to unaffordable 
levels.

“We almost 
had to cancel the 
prom” one recent 
year before students moved into 
the new high school in 2016, 
Carnes said. “We had to extend 
ticket sales and we made our 
number.”

With prom tickets hitting 
$80 per student in 2017, Carnes  
working with the class advisers 
decided this would be the year 
to make the change. They talked 
about it with the students, most 
of  whom said nothing about 
changing the venue.

Bringing the prom in house 
has allowed the school to cut 
ticket prices from $80 to $60 — $40 
in savings for a couple going to 
the prom, Carnes said. 

“$40 is probably the flowers,” 
he said.

The high school aims to sell 
150 to 200 tickets for each prom.

At last count, Carnes said more 
than 180 high school students 
have bought tickets to go to the 
prom this year, which is more 
than last year. 

“We got the numbers. Num-
bers talk,” he said.

The high school has 167 se-
niors and 142 juniors, for a total 
of  309 students eligible to go to 
the prom.

Besides ticket cost, Carnes said 
another reason for the increased 
sales is “a much more robust” — 
meaning more variety — food 
menu being offered to students 
for this year’s prom. 

Moving the prom into its own 
home means there is no price 
for the venue, and the school has 
more control over costs related 
to the event in general, such as 
catering.

Holding the prom off-campus, 
the hotel or venue charged a 
minimum amount of  money 
for catering, regardless of  how 
many students attended.

This year, the caterer will be 
paid on a “per head” basis, mean-
ing “if  120 kids or people come 

that’s what we pay. If  200 come, 
that’s what we pay,” Carnes said.

The rising cost of  prom tickets 
was the impetus for the move, 
but the money became almost 
secondary as the school realized 
so many other benefits of making 
the change.

“Now we control the date, we 
can have the prom whenever we 
want. We can decorate it how we 
want to decorate it,” Carnes said.

The school has more control 
when it comes to providing a 
secure prom environment for 
the students.

One recent year, two intoxi-
cated adults tried to get into the 
prom because as a hotel it was a 
public venue, Carnes said, add-
ing “we don’t have to deal with 
that here.”

If  students need a breath of  
fresh air, instead of  leaving the 
venue and not being able to get 

back in — as in 
past years — this 
year the school 
can just open up 
the secure out-
door courtyard 
that is part of  the 
high school prop-
erty, Carnes said.

With all these advantages, why 
has it taken this long to move the 
prom back into the high school?

It helps to have a state-of-the-
art new $41 million high school 
that opened less than two years 
ago.

“It would have been very hard 
I think in the old building to 
transform it like we are going 
to. When you look at this space 
and the way it was designed from 
an architectural perspective, it’s 
pretty nice,” Carnes said. “This 
is a beautiful building that has 
been provided to our kids. We 
should utilize it as much as we 
can, and believe me we have been. 
This is just another way that we 
can show that we can utilize the 
space.”

There are some up-front costs 
to the school because this will be 
the first time the prom has been 
held here.

For example, the school dis-
trict purchased covers with bows 
on them for all the chairs in the 
cafeteria, and special linens to 
cover all the tables.

But these items can be re-
used for future proms and for 
other special events at the school, 
Carnes said. The district also 
received donations from the Blue 
and Gold Club and the American 
Legion to help cover the cost of  
these amenities. The Alumni 
Association may have chipped 
in as well, Carnes said.

It’s too soon to tell for certain 
if  the prom will stay at the high 
school, until after the event is 
held and it is clear how things 
turned out.

“If  for some unforeseen reason 
things don’t work then we will go 
back to the way things were, but 
we are pretty sure it’s going to be 
nice,” Carnes said. “We are try-
ing to make it special. I think it’s a 
calculated risk. I just tell people, 
give it a chance. Let’s see.”

on,” Miller said. She said that 
allowed for overflow parking if  
street parking was not available. 

Nardo said it’s been about 18 
months since Nissley reverted to 
a one-way street. Scott said there 
were two triangular areas to the 
east of  Nissley below Wood Street 
near the B’nai Jacob Synagogue 
that they planned to convert to 
parking.

“If  we can get back to two 
ways on Nissley Street, we can 
make that happen and that will 
help that parking situation,” 
Scott said.

Wells Fargo, Scott said, is an 
important part of  that area.

“It’s good to have it, and they 
are not happy by the fact that 
they have very difficult access to 
their drive through at this point. 
It’s an issue,” Scott said.

When Wells Fargo’s lease was 
up, Nardo said they offered them 
a free standing location, which 
they declined and chose to reno-
vate their interior  and use space 
initially intended for a store for 
a drive-through.

“We couldn’t promise them 
that until we knew Nissley was 
going two ways,” Nardo said. 

He said “all hell broke loose” 
when it reverted to a one-way 
street and the bank threatened 
to leave. 

Nardo asked the borough to 
work with them so that the bank 
won’t leave. Council President 
Damon Suglia suggested review-

ing a traffic study conducted in 
regards to the area and talking 
about it at that time. 

“As you know, the Family Dol-
lar space is empty. Rent-A-Center 
is leaving. That’s another vacant 
space. We have two more spaces 
that haven’t been leased. So ten-
ants aren’t easy to come by like 
they once were,” Nardo said. 

In an interview, Benjamin said 
there may have been a “misun-
derstanding.” Rent-A-Center is 
still operating in the Westporte 
Centre, she said.

“We haven’t received official 
notice that they’re vacating,” 
Benjamin said. 

Family Dollar closed in June 
2017.

Nardo and Towne Retail are 
also developing the new Com-
fort Inn & Suites-Harrisburg 
Airport-Hershey South under 
construction along Route 230. 

Workers broke ground on the 
87-room hotel last July. Benja-
min said the hotel is slated to be 
opened on May 4.

“We’re down to some fine-
tuning of  the building,” Benja-
min said. 

The hotel will include a fitness 
room, indoor pool, breakfast, 
business center and airport 
shuttle. 

As far as the vacant Jamesway 
Plaza building across from the 
soon-to-be hotel, Benjamin said 
the building will be torn down 
either prior to the hotel open-
ing or within a week or two of  
its opening. 

WESTPORTE: Tenants sought
From page A1

PROM: Dance back at MAHS
From page A1

“This is just another 
way that we can show 
that we can utilize 
the space.”

Principal Michael Carnes
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You go everywhere we go:  
 online and print!

easy to do: online pressandjournal.com | email info@pressandjournal.com | call 717-944-4628 | visit 20 S. Union St.

PRINT&WEB 
$10 (yard sales) 
$15 (non-commercial) 
$25 (commercial)

Legal & Public Notices: 
Call or email for pricing 

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
Mastercard Accepted.

NO REFUNDS.

COMMUNITY

PRINT&WEB
$10 (yard sales) 
$15 (non-commercial) 
$25 (commercial)

Legal & Public Notices 
call or email for pricing 

DEADLINE:
MONDAY 9 A.M.

All Classified Ads Must 
Be Paid In Advance. 
Cash, Check, Visa Or 
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PUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICESPUBLIC NOTICES

 HOME IMPROVEMENT

 RENTALS

 ADOPTIONS

 EMPLOYMENT

 WANTED TO BUY

 FREE EXCHANGE
 FOR OUR SUBSCRIBERS

 RENTALS

 EMPLOYMENT

 MISCELLANEOUS

 MISCELLANEOUS

 YARD/GARAGE SALES

ONLY $10 FOR BOTH PRINT & DIGITAL 
HERE’S WHAT YOU GET FREE:

• FREE map of your yard sale location on our website.
• Post photos of your items on our website for FREE.
•  If your yard sale is rained out, your ad runs again the 

following week for FREE - call 717-944-4628.

To place, go to: pressandjournal.com/classified
Deadline: Monday 1 pm

GARAGE SALE
Sat., May 5, 12, & 19 • 8 a.m.-4 p.m.

915 North Union Street, Middletown
Large multi-family sale featuring furniture, household items, 

children’s items,Christmas/holiday décor and lots more.

YARD SALE
Sat., May 5  •  8 a.m.-4 p.m.

164 East Emaus St., Middletown
HH items, seasonal, Under Armor, North Face winter/summer 

clothes,shoes, toys, curtains, much more!

78696_WV_Gorge_Press Association_BW Ad_3.5x4 • 4/19/18

WVtourism.com

S e e  t h e  l i g h t .

P a r t i c u l a r ly  a t  s u n s e t .

Reel in the Memories!
A Pennsylvania fishing license 
is your ticket to a whole year’s 
worth of fun. In addition to 3-year 
and 5-year licenses, you can lock-in 
both convenience and savings for 
a longer period of time with the 
10-year fishing license. Purchase 
fishing licenses at more than 900 
agents across the state or online at:

GoneFishingPa.com

30 YEARS OF SERVICE

Apply Online at
www.qualitydriveaway.com
or call 574-642-2023

Looking for CDL A or B drivers to deliver
new trucks. Bonus Program, No Forced
Dispatch, Be Your Own Boss! Must Have:

DOT physical, NO DUI last 10 years,
Willingness to Keep Logs. Clean MVR.

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured
for Your

Protection 
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating

Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

IMMEDIATE
OPENINGS

DAY & NIGHT SHIFTS

PART-TIME PRESS ASSISTANT/
POST PRESS HELPER

FOR MIDDLETOWN PRINTERY
Stop in to fill out application; email  

maxineetter@pressandjournal.com for info.
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(717) 944-4628 
20 SOUTH UNION STREET, MIDDLETOWN

ADOPT: HAPPILY MARRIED 
Couple wishes to adopt a 
beautiful baby to fill our 
hearts and provide wonderful 
opportunities for. Expenses 
paid. Mark & Eric 919-357-0957

ADOPTION: Happy couple 
wish to adopt – endless love, 
laughter and opportunity. Call 
or text anytime. Expenses 
Paid. Heather and Matt 1-732-
397-3117

AIRLINES ARE HIRING – 
Get FAA approved hands on 
Aviation training. Financial 
aid for qualified students – 
Career placement assistance. 
CALL Aviation Institute of 
Maintenance 877-207-0345\

TO NON-SMOKER ONLY – 
2nd floor apt. Country location, 
river view, 1 large bedroom, 
large living room, eat-in kitchen, 
and bath. Heat, water, garbage 
provided. Onsite laundry. 
$600/month. Security deposit 
required. Call 717-944-0712. 
(2/28TF) 

For sale: Trifecta truck bed 
cover off  of 2014 Dodge Ram 
1500, 6½ ft. bed. Two years old 
like new. Call 717-892-8823.

For sale: Brand new Orion 
Spaceprobe #3 Reflector 
Telescope with additional 
accessories, $100. Call 717-
433-6030.

SAWMILLS from only 
$4397.00 – MAKE & SAVE 
MONEY with your own bandmill 
– Cut lumber any dimension. In 
stock ready to ship! FREE Info/
DVD: www.NorwoodSawmills.
com 800-567-0404 Ext.300N

FREON R12 WANTED: 
CERTIFIED BUYER will PAY 
CA$H for R12 cylinders or cases 
of cans. (312) 291-9169; www.
refrigerantfinders.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION on 
the Estate of June Mann, late of Middle-
town, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, 
deceased, were granted to Michele K. 
Moore on March 17, 2018. All persons 
knowing themselves to be indebted 
to said Estate are requested to make 
immediate payment, and those having 
claims will present them, without delay, 
to the undersigned in writing: 
Michele Moore
806 Shippen St.
Middletown, PA 17057
OR
Cope Mosaic
Dana Willard, Case Manager  
P.O. Box 194 Campbelltown, Pa  17010
717-975-7836

#167 0418-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
Letters Testamentary were granted 
to Dolores C. Kosco, in the Estate of 
Virginia C. Costlow, late of Middletown 
Borough, Dauphin County, Pennsylva-
nia, who died on August 27, 2017. All 
persons indebted to the said Estate 
are required to make payment, and 
those having claims or demands to 
present the same without delay to the 
Personal Representative or attorney 
named below:
Dolores C. Kosco
758 Lakepointe Centre Drive
O’Fallon, IL  62269
Or
Jean D. Seibert, Esquire
CALDWELL & KEARNS, PC
3631 North Front Street
Harrisburg, PA  17110

#168 0418-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION 
C.T.A. in the Estate of Jo Ellen Hoff-
man, late of Susquehanna Township, 
Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, having 
been granted to Maria van der Meij, all 
persons indebted to the said Estate are 
required to make immediate payment 
and those having claims will present 
them for settlement to:

Maria van der Meij
1060 N. Charlotte St., #103
Lancaster, PA 17603-2782

Or to:
Steve C. Nicholas, Esq.

Nicholas Law Offices, P.C.
2215 Forest Hills Drive, Suite 37

Harrisburg, PA  17112-1099
(717) 540-7746

#172 0425-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Highspire Borough is looking for 
interested residents to fill vacancies in 
the following Committees. The Zoning 
Hearing Board has one position open 
for a board member (three Year term) 
and will receive application for alternate 
positions also.
The Civil Service Committee has 
one position open for a Committee 
Member (three year term) and will 
also receive applications for alternate 
positions. Please submit a Letter of 
Intent to the Highspire Borough office 
at 640 Eshelman Street, Highspire, Pa. 
17034. For further information you may 
call 717- 939 -3303

#173 0425-2T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

 Letters Testamentary on the Estate of 
Charles A. Keiter, date of death March 
19, 2018, late of Middletown Borough, 
Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, having 
been granted to the undersigned, all 
persons indebted to said Estate are 
requested to make immediate payment 
and those having claims will present 
them for settlement to:
Tamera J. Keiter Humbert, Executor
c/o Pannebaker & Mohr, P.C.
4000 Vine St. Suite 101
Middletown, PA 17057

#174 0425-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com 

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

LETTERS Testamentary FOR the 
Estate of Dorothy A. Kehler, deceased, 
late of Susquehanna Township, Dau-
phin County, Pennsylvania, having 
been granted to the undersigned, all 
persons indebted to the Estate are 
requested to make immediate payment 
and those having claims against the 
Estate are requested to present them 
for settlement without delay to:
Richele Herigan
3415 Fishing Creek Valley Road
Harrisburg, PA  17112 
Or to:
William L. Adler, Esquire
4949 Devonshire Road
Harrisburg, PA  17109

#176 0425-3T 
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

Letters Testamentary on the Estate of 
Andrew Paul Hentz, Deceased, late of 
the Borough of Middletown, Dauphin 
County, Pennsylvania, having been 
granted to the undersigned, all persons 
indebted to said estate are requested 
to make immediate payments, and 
those having claims will present them 
for settlement to:

Richard A. Hentz, Executor
31424 N. S. Jackson Road

Elk, WA 99009
Or To:

John S. Davidson, Esquire
Yost & Davidson 

320 West Chocolate Avenue
P.O. Box 437

Hershey, PA 17033
#177 0425-3T

www.publicnoticepa.com
 

PUBLIC NOTICE
LOWER SWATARA TOWNSHIP

DAUPHIN COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA
LOWER SWATARA PARKS STORMWATER BMPs

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
Sealed bids for the construction of the Lower Swatara Parks Storm Water 
BMPs will be received by Lower Swatara Township, 1499 Spring Garden Drive, 
Middletown, PA 17057 online via PennBID, until 2:00p.m. local time on June 7, 
2018 at which time the bids received will be publicly downloaded and read at 
Herbert, Rowland & Grubic, Inc., 369 East Park Drive, Harrisburg, PA 17111.  
The project consists of constructing rain gardens, porous asphalt walkways, and 
a potential infiltration trench at Old Reliance Park and Shope Gardens Park in 
Lower Swatara Township.
Bids will be received for a single prime contract.  Bids shall be on a unit price 
basis as indicated in the bid form.
Sealed bids shall be accepted online through the PennBID Program. Bidding 
documents and solicitation details may be viewed and available at no cost 
online by registering at www.PennBID.net. Following registration, complete 
sets of bidding documents may be downloaded as portable document format 
(PDF) files. The date that the bidding documents are transmitted by the Issuing 
Office will be considered the bidder’s date of receipt of the bidding documents. 
Bid security in the form of a certified check or bid bond shall be furnished with 
the bid in an amount not less than 10%.
All questions about the meaning or intent of the bidding documents are to be 
submitted via the PennBID Program in accordance with the instructions to bid-
ders. Telephone inquiries are unacceptable. 
All bids shall be irrevocable for 60 days after the bid opening date unless award 
is delayed by a required approval of another government agency, the sale of 
bonds, or the award of a grant or grants, in which case this bid shall remain 
subject to acceptance for 120 days after the bid opening date as provided by 
the Act of November 26, 1978 (P.L. 1309, No. 317), as amended by the Act of 
December 12, 1994 (P.L. 1042, No. 142).   
Bidders must comply with all state antibid-rigging regulations pertaining to work 
associated with this project, and will be required to submit an executed non-
collusion affidavit with the bid.
The estimated cost for each contract is greater than twenty-five thousand dollars 
($25,000) and the Pennsylvania Prevailing Wage Act shall apply. 
Bidders should refer to provisions of federal and state statutes, rules and regula-
tions dealing with the prevention of environmental pollution and preservation of 
public natural resources that affect the project, said provisions being pursuant 
to Act No. 247 of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, 
approved October 26, 1972.
This project is funded by state sources.  Bidders must comply with all fund-
ing requirements as described in the project manual, and submit all required 
documentation of compliance.
This project falls under the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania enacted Act 127 of 
2012, known as the Public Works Employment Verification Act (‘the Act’) which 
requires all public work contractors and subcontractors to utilize the Federal 
Government’s E-Verify system to ensure that all employees performing work 
on public work projects are authorized to work in the United States. All bidders 
are required to submit a Public Works Employment Verification Form as a 
precondition for the contract award.  
All bidders are hereby notified that in regard to any contract pursuant to this 
advertisement, businesses will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in 
response to this notice and will not be subjected to discrimination on the basis 
of gender, race, color, creed, sex, age, physical disability or national origin in 
consideration for an award.  Similarly the successful bidder shall in no manner 
discriminate against or intimidate any employee involved in the manufacture 
of supplies, the performance of work, or any other activity required under the 
contract on account of gender, race, creed or color.
The Lower Swatara Township reserves the right to waive any defects, errors, 
omissions, mistakes, informalities, to accept any bid or combination of bids that 
are deemed to be in the best interest of the Lower Swatara Township, and to 
reject any or all proposals.
Owner: Lower Swatara Township
By:        Frank Lynch
Title      Interim Township Manager
Date:    March 21, 2018

#178 0425-2T
www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE is hereby given that the 
undersigned, Taylor N. Alwine, of 
3999 Roundtop Rd, Elizabethtown, PA 
17022, Dauphin County, pursuant to 
the requirements of the PA Department 
of State, Bureau of Corporations, is 
hereby advertising the following ficti-
tious name: Pawprints Pet Grooming 
The undersigned has registered “Paw-
prints Pet Grooming” with the PA 
Department of State, Bureau of 
Corporations. Dated: 7th of April 2018.

#180 0502-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

     PUBLIC NOTICE 
   

ESTATE NOTICE

LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION on 
the Estate of John L. Feiman late of 
Hummelstown, Dauphin County, Penn-
sylvania, deceased, were granted to 
Suzanne J. Feiman on March 21, 2018. 
All persons knowing themselves to be 
indebted to said Estate are requested 
to make immediate payment, and those 
having claims will present them, without 
delay, to the undersigned in writing:
Suzanne J Feiman, Executrix
148 Hollow Lane 
Hummelstown, PA 
17036
OR
Cope Mosaic
Dana Willard, Case Manager
P.O. Box 194
Campbelltown, Pa  17010
717-975-7836
#181 0502-3T

www.publicnoticepa.com

PUBLIC NOTICES

 FOR SALE

&PRESS   JOURNAL
20 S. Union Street, Middletown
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Get creative!

END 
ROLLS

Plain Newsprint
$5 & $10

Get rid of the clutter 
with a Press & Journal 
print and online 
classified ad.

Dr. Madlyn L. Hanes, vice president for Com-
monwealth Campuses and executive chancellor 
at Penn State, will deliver the keynote address 
at the Penn State Harrisburg spring commence-
ment May 5.

Penn State Harrisburg will hold the ceremony 
at 9:30 a.m. Saturday, May 5, at the Giant Center, 
Hershey. About 780 degrees are expected to be 
conferred.

From 2000 to 2010, Hanes 
served as chancellor of  Penn 
State Harrisburg before assum-
ing her current post.

As vice president, Hanes has 
executive oversight for 20 cam-
puses of  the university.

Hanes joined Penn State in 
1988 as the chief  academic of-
ficer of  Penn State Delaware County (now Penn 
State Brandywine). In 1997, she was named chief  
executive officer of  Penn State Great Valley, and 
in 1998, founding head of  its School of  Graduate 
Professional Studies. 

Hanes holds the rank of  professor and certifi-
cate of  clinical competence in speech-language 
pathology from the Professional Services Board 
of  the American Speech-Language-Hearing Asso-
ciation. She earned a bachelor of  the arts degree 
in English, master of  the arts degree in speech-
language pathology, and doctorate in curriculum 
and instruction, with a specialization in language 
and literacy development, from the University of  
Florida.

She is the recipient of  numerous awards for her 
community and organizational leadership, includ-
ing Penn State’s Administrative Excellence Award. 
In 2008, the University of  Florida honored her with 
the university’s Distinguished Alumnus Award.

Most recently, in 2015, Hanes received the Donna 
Shavlik Award for Advancing Women in Higher 
Education, presented by the American Council 
on Education, for her work as a national spokes-
woman and co-chairwoman of  the Council’s 
Moving the Needle: Advancing Women Leaders 
in Higher Education initiative. 

Hanes

A burglar smashed his way into a diner in the 
township and stole $197, township police report.

According to investigators, the burglary and 
theft took place some time during the early 
morning hours of  April 19. 

Entry to Angie’s Diner, 1360 Eisenhower 
Blvd., was gained by smashing a door to the 
business. The cash included both paper money 
and coins.

Police are looking at surveillance videos 
provided by the business. Investigators are ask-
ing anyone with information to contact them at 
717-939-0463.

Charges after domestic disturbance
Charges of  simple assault and harassment 

have been filed against Jennifer Williams, 44, of  
the 1700 block of  Wellington Drive, Middletown, 
following an April 17 incident, district court 
records note.

According to police, Williams struck a man in 
the head with a dog bowl during an argument 
at 10:39 p.m. at his residence in the 199 block of  
Donald Avenue. 

Police said they found the man laying in the 
driveway of  his home bleeding profusely from 
an injury above his left eye. 

Emergency medical personnel treated him at 
the scene, and he refused to be taken to an area 
medical facility for additional treatment, police 
added.

Williams is scheduled to appear before Dis-
trict Judge Michael Smith for a preliminary 
hearing on the charges May 9.

Charged after traffic stop
Michael Bozier, 29, of  the 100 block of  Second 

St., Lemoyne, was arrested April 19 and subse-
quently charged with giving false identification 
to a police officer, driving with a suspended 
license and driving a vehicle with a suspended 
registration, police report.

According to police, Bozier was driving a 2005 
Infiniti G35 that reportedly had a suspended 
registration and no insurance coverage. That 
information was gathered by police during a 
routine check of  vehicles in the 100 block of  
Richardson Road shortly after midnight April 
19.

During a background check on Bozier, police 
found that several arrest warrants had been 
filed against him unrelated to the case. 

Bozier was taken to the Dauphin County Judi-
cial Center, where he was charged. 

He is scheduled to appear before District 
Judge Michael Smith for a preliminary hearing 
May 30.

Hanes to give 
address at 
PSU spring 
graduation

LOWER SWATARA POLICE

Cash stolen 
from diner; 
traffic stop 
leads to charges

ESTATE SALE FOR JUNE MANN
Sat, May 5 & Sun, May 6 • 8 a.m.-2 p.m. 

NO EARLY BIRDS
25 Juniata Street, Royalton

This will be the first of many weekends of sales at this home. 
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Michele Hughes Lutz Creations with you in mind
131 Dock Street • Middletown  • 717-944-5425

     REG. HOURS: Mon.- Fri. 9-5; Sat. 9-Noon • FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

HANGING BASKETS 
Assorted Annual FLOWERING BASKETS

SUNDAY, MAY 13TH

Happy Mother’s Day

Order Your Prom Flowers Today!

All Eyes 
On You
BOUQUET

Two Summer Sessions

777 West Harrisburg Pike, Middletown, PA 17057

Register today!
717-948-6250 • hbgadmit@psu.edu

Session 1 – May 14 - June 22

Session 2 – June 27 - August 8

Visit harrisburg.psu.edu/summer

Offering  
undergraduate and 
graduate courses

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

Most young students know not 
to talk to strangers in the mall or 
the grocery store. However, with 
the growing popularity of  com-
puter tablets and smartphones, 
do children know how to stay safe 
online?

“If  you wouldn’t go outside 
this school and talk to a stranger, 
you don’t go in the house or in-
doors and talk to strangers on 
your devices,” Jerry Mitchell, an 
education and outreach special-
ist with the Pennsylvania Office 
of  the Attorney General, told 
Kunkel Elementary School third-, 
fourth- and fifth-graders during a 
presentation on April 27. 

Mitchell said that since 2013, the 
attorney general’s child predator 
unit has arrested about 740 people. 

A 2016 report from the Admin-
istrative Office of  Pennsylvania 
Courts said from 2012 to 2015, 39 
percent of  the cyber-crime convic-
tions involved online child pornog-
raphy. The remaining convictions 
included computer theft, unlawful 
use of  computers, computer tres-
passing and unlawful duplication 
or transmission of  emails. 

From Snapchat to video games, 
Mitchell discussed various ways 
that students use their devices and 
how to stay safe during an assem-
bly on internet safety at Kunkel, 
Fink and Reid elementary schools.

“Guys, we understand that you 
have all this technology, and our 
job is to help you be safe and make 
sure you stay safe with your tech-
nology. Use it, but don’t misuse it,” 
Mitchell said. 

The assembly was organized by 
librarian Cherie Fake as part of  
her curriculum to teach students 
how to be good digital citizens and 
be safe while using the internet. 

“I learned not to talk to other 
people and strangers” online, 
Kunkel third-grader Mena Rodri-
guez said. 

Students are professionals at 
using devices, Mitchell said. In an 

interview, he added that children 
have 24/7 access to the internet. 
Children have to understand that 
there are bad people out there, 
he said. 

“Teachers, they’re coming out 
of  day care, knowing how to ma-
nipulate technology,” Mitchell 
said during the assembly. “It’s a 
touch-screen world.” 

That’s something Fake has 
seen in the elementary schools. 
Kindergarteners, she said, know 
how to use tablets and phones to 
go to YouTube and watch videos. 
Younger and younger students 
know how to use the Internet and 
devices, she said. 

Mitchell said most students have 
access to cellphones and tablets. 
He said he believes that smart 
watches will become more popular 
among students next school year. 

At Kunkel, the students got 
excited when Mitchell mentioned 
Snapchat — an application that al-
lows users to send pictures, videos 
and messages that can often only 
be viewed for a couple of  seconds 
before disappearing. 

He asked the students why they 
liked the app. 

One student said she liked being 
able to speak the message in case 
they didn’t know how to spell a 
word, and another said you could 

snap someone even if  you didn’t 
have their number. 

It’s an app most parents don’t 
have, one girl told Mitchell.

He thanked the girl for her 
honesty. In an interview after 
the assembly, Mitchell said that 
the girl’s response was alarming 
to a degree.

“She knew that, and that arms 
her with the knowledge of, ‘If  
they’re not on it, this is something I 
can be on. So I don’t have to worry 
about them knowing what I’m do-
ing,’” Mitchell said. 

“Guys, you have to be really 
careful when using these apps,” 
Mitchell told the students. 

He explained that someone can 
easily friend a student on an ap-
plication and lie, telling the child 
that they’re a fellow student at 
a different school or say they’re 
a young person, too. The person 
in reality could be much older, 
Mitchell said. 

“I don’t fall for that,” one boy 
chimed in. 

Several other students said 
“no,” and others laughed. 

Mitchell said there’s a discon-
nect — young students are intel-
ligent, but not wise. 

“To make a statement like that 
at that young age, there’s not an 
adult in this room who’s going, 
‘Yeah, I agree.’ Every adult in this 
room is thinking, ‘You don’t have 
the wisdom yet to know what’s 
coming at you or what’s not com-
ing at you,’” Mitchell said. 

More than just telling students 
not to talk to strangers online, 
Mitchell told them to be aware 
of  the photos they post, which 
he said can tell where the person 
lives and what their name is. He 
advised them not to send pictures 
of  themselves or even of  their pets 
to people. 

Children can make an account 
on a website or application by 
the time they know how to oper-
ate a computer, Mitchell said in 
interview. 

Mitchell advised parents to 
restrict devices so applications 
can’t be downloaded, monitor 
what they’re doing on the device 
and have frequent conversations 
on what the child is doing online. 
As kids get older and more mature, 
he said parents could loosen the 
restrictions. 

He said predators come from 
all walks of  life. YouTube and 
Snapchat are a popular way to 
contact children, Mitchell said, 
although predators do use other 
applications. 

It’s easy to create a YouTube ac-
count — all you need is an email 
address, Mitchell said — and view-
ers can comment on videos. 

“And then somebody responds,” 

Mitchell said. 
The district has had similar as-

semblies in the past, but Fake said 
it had been several years. 

As part of  her lessons, Fake 
teaches the children a number of  
things — what is personal informa-
tion and how to keep it private, why 
to be wary of  strangers, what an 
online predator is, how to properly 
cite articles in a bibliography, and 
cyberbullying. 

“That’s so rampant,” Fake said 
of  cyberbullying. 

Mitchell said strangers may 
ask how old they are, their name, 
where they live or go to school or 
if  their parents argue. If  there’s 
arguing in the household, Mitchell 
said that the child may feel as if  
they can’t confide in their parents 
but could confide in the stranger.

He asked the students who they 
would tell if  a stranger contacted 
them online. The students said 
parents, guardians, police or other 
trusted adults.

“Who you don’t want to tell is 
just each other,” Mitchell said. He 
said often children will tell each 
other before they tell adults. 

In the future, Fake said she 
hopes to hold more internet safety 
talks with students and offer one 
to parents and guardians as well. 

“Here’s why we’re telling you all 
of  this. All of  you are the future,” 
Mitchell said. 

TOWN TOPICS
Cash Bash Bingo at 
Middletown Fire Hall

Cash Bash Bingo will be held 
at the Middletown Fire Hall, 10 
Adelia St., at 4 p.m. Sunday, May 
6. 

Doors open at noon. 
Proceeds benefit the Middle-

town Blue Raider Football 
Camp. For more information, 
call Heather Radabaugh at 717-
443-7151 or email hradabaugh@
verizon.net.

Drivers needed for 
elderly, disabled

The Middletown Area Care-
A-Van is looking for volunteer 
drivers to transport elderly and 
disabled neighbors to appoint-
ments, physical therapy, grocery 
stores, etc.  

The van operates from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday and 9 a.m. to noon 
Friday. Drivers may choose 
when and how often they prefer 
to drive each month. 

A clean driving record and a 
willingness to help others is all 
that is needed. 

For more information, call 
717-944-6781.

Bingo will support  
girls softball program

Thirty-one Bingo will be held 
Sunday, May 6, at the Lower 
Swatara Township Fire Depart-
ment, 1350 Fulling Mill Road, 
Middletown. 

Doors open at 11 a.m. Bingo 
starts 1 p.m.

The event will benefit South 
Central Girls’ Softball. 

For tickets and information, 
call Susan at 717-599-603, lgbas-
kets4u@verizon.net; or Pam at 
717-571-3754, dbz32199@comcast.
net.

Frey Village Strawberry 
Festival is June 2

Frey Village, 1020 N. Union St., 
Middletown, is sponsoring its 

annual Strawberry Festival from 
8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Saturday, 
June 2. 

Donations of  gently used 
books, puzzles, jewelry and si-
lent auction items are being col-
lected to be sold at the festival. 
Items can be dropped off items 
at the front desk between 8 a.m. 
and 7 p.m. through May 15. 

For information, contact 
Tracy Klein at 888-995-8261 or 
email kleint@diakon.org.

Fair being held in 
support of women

Asian American Pakistani 
Heritage presents “Celebrating 
Women in Strength and Diver-
sity” from 3 to 6 p.m. Saturday, 
May 12, at West Shore Elks 
Lodge, Camp Hill.

The event supports women-
owned businesses, as well as lo-
cal nonprofit organizations com-
mitted to empowering women.

Email aaphcentralpa@gmail.
com for details.

Summer courses being 
offered at Penn State

Penn State Harrisburg, 777 W. 
Harrisburg Pike, Middletown, is 
offering two summer sessions: 
Session 1, May 14 through June 
22; Session 2, June 27 through 
Aug. 8.

Register by calling 717-948-6250 
or visit hbgadmit@psu.edu.

Free Veterans Forum and 
Breakfast is May 10

The Dauphin County Board of  
Commissioners invites you to a 
free Veterans Forum and Break-
fast from 8 to 10 a.m. Thursday, 
May 10 at the Hummelstown 
Fire Company, 249 W. Main St.

RSVP by May 3 to 717-780-6300. 
For more information, visit 

www.dauphincounty.org.  

Library fundraising book 
sale coming soon

The Middletown Public 

Library, 20 N. Catherine St., 
is sponsoring its 2018 Spring 
Fundraising Book Sale on the 
following dates: 9:30 a.m. to 4 
p.m. Wednesday, May 2; 9:30 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. Thursday, May 3; 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Saturday, May 5; 4 to 8 
p.m. Tuesday, May 8; 4 to 8 p.m. 
Thursday, May 10; and 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Saturday, May 12.

For more information, call 717-
944-6412 or visit www.middle-
townpubliclib.org.

Games, raffles, and cash 
prizes in Highspire

There will be games, raffles 
and cash prizes on Sunday, May 
6 at the Highspire Fire House. 

Doors and kitchen open at 
noon, and regular bingo starts 
2 p.m.

For more information and to 
purchase advance tickets, call 
Esther Byrd at 717-939-5808.

Annual Mother’s Day 
brunch and flower sale

The Middletown Home, 999 W. 
Harrisburg Pike, is sponsoring 
its annual Mother’s Day Brunch 
and Flower Sale from 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Saturday, May 12 on the 
Middletown Home Grand Gar-
den Terrace.

There will be a hanging basket 
sale, free brunch, live music and 
hand-dipped ice cream.

Strites Spring Open 
House is May 12

Strites Orchard is sponsoring 
its Spring Open House from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, May 12. 

Featured will be wagon rides 
and an ice cream stand. 

Penn State master gardeners 
will be on site to answer ques-
tions.

For more information, call 717-
564-3130 or visit www.stritesor-
chard.com. 

New hours are 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Monday through Friday and 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, closed 
Sunday.

STAFF PHOTOS BY LAURA HAYES

Kunkel Elementary School students raise their hand if they ever downloaded a video game from the internet during 
an internet safety presentation on April 27. 

MASD students learn how to be safe online

Middletown police have 
charged a second person in con-
nection with the home invasion 
of  an apartment in the first block 
of  South Union Street on July 
29, 2017.

Police on April 24 filed charg-
es of  burglary, conspiracy to 
commit burglary, and robbery 
against Andrina Marie Shutt, 29, 
of  the first block of  West Simpson 
Street.

As of  Tuesday, Shutt had not 
been booked on the charges and 
was awaiting scheduling of  a 
preliminary hearing.

Since August, Timothy Aaron 
Schell, 40, of  the same address 
as Shutt, has been held in Dau-
phin County Prison on $75,000 
bail after being charged with 
committing the robbery by 
borough police.

Awaiting a trial scheduled 
for May 21, Schell is charged 
with burglary, criminal tres-
pass, theft by unlawful taking, 
terroristic threats, and simple 
assault.

Shutt initially told police in 
a recorded interview shortly 

after the incident that she had 
been in the apartment during the 
home invasion, but denied any 
knowledge of  plans to commit 
the robbery, according to arrest 
papers police filed with District 
Judge David Judy. 

However, Shutt discussed the 
robbery with Schell during sev-
eral calls that Shutt has made 
to Schell while he is in prison 
awaiting trial, police said. All the 
calls were recorded. 

Shutt has since admitted fault 
for her role in the robbery, ac-
cording to police.

According to arrest papers 

police filed when Schell was 
charged, the victim returned 
home after working at a nearby 
restaurant to find Schell standing 
in the living room of  the victim’s 
apartment.

Schell allegedly pushed the 
victim onto a sofa, held a knife to 
his throat, and demanded money. 
Schell took $380 from the victim’s 
left front pocket and demanded 
more money, according to police. 

Schell then took the victim’s 
cellphone and the keys to his 
apartment and to the apartment 
building, and fled the scene, ac-
cording to police.

Police charge second person in 
2017 South Union home invasion

Jerry Mitchell from the Pennsylvania 
Attorney General's Office told 
students at Kunkel Elementary 
School how to be safe online during 
a presentation on April 27.

The American Red Cross is ask-
ing donors of  all blood types to roll 
up a sleeve this May to help meet 
needs of  trauma patients and oth-
ers with medical conditions. 

Make an appointment to donate 

blood by downloading the free Red 
Cross blood donor app, visiting 
redcrossblood.org or call 800-RED 
CROSS (800-733-2767).

Those who donate by May 13 
will be entered to win one of  three 

$1,000 gift cards to a national home 
improvement retailer. 

A blood drive will be held from 
3 to 7 p.m. Wednesday, May 23, at 
Middletown Area High School, 
1155 N. Union St.

Red Cross blood drive will be at MAHS on May 23
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1020 N. Union Street  Middletown, PA  www.FreyVillageSeniorLiving.org

Frey Village’s Annual

We’ll be accepting donations of new and gently used books, puzzles,  
jewelry and silent auction items for sale at the Strawberry Festival.

Items may be dropped off at the front desk between  
8 a.m. and 7 p.m. April 17 through May 15.

Saturday  June 2 
8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Save the Date!
The Frey Village Strawberry Festival 

benefits the Activities Fund.

Festiva
lStrawb
erryStrawb
erry

Festiva
l

For information on becoming a vendor at the Strawberry Festival, please contact  
Activities Director Tracy Klein at 1-888-995-8261 or email KleinT@diakon.org.

4-11 and 5-2-FV-PressJourn-2018.indd   1 3/26/18   3:07 PM

Annual Mother’s Day 
Brunch & Flower Sale!

On...
The Middletown Home Grand Garden Terrace

Saturday, May 12th, 10 am to 1 pm
Enjoy: Large Hanging Basket Sale, Free Delicious Brunch

Celebrate Your Mom at The Middletown Home

Happy Mother’s Day!
999 WEST HARRISBURG PIKE, MIDDLETOWN, PA

Contact Dave Brown at the Press And Journal for your free ad:
717-944-4628 or email: davebrown@pressandjournal.com

HONEST, TRANSPARENT VEHICLE REPAIR & MAINTENANCE.
Owner John Leggore's total car care center offers more then just oil 

changes. Preventative maintenance is their specialty as well as suspen-
sion, brakes, & tires. Discounts to veterans & first responders.

 All Tune & Lube Harrisburg
911 R. Eisenhower Blvd., Harrisburg • 717-982-6051 

Mon-Fri 8-6, Sat 8-4 • www.alltuneharrisburg.com

This ad is a free 
public service 

for any new retail 
business opening 

in our market.

&PRESS   JOURNAL

You care about what happens in 
your community but you're also 
likely to be too busy to attend 
meetings. Count on us to cover 
the meetings and help you 
make sense of it all.

YOU CARE.

Property Management took over 
running of  the park.

When Baker finally got a bill in 
August 2017, it came as a shock.

ABT Water Treatment, a Beloit, 
Wisconsin, company that Kodiak 
had hired to do water and sewer 
billing at Harborton, had added 
$91.80 a month to Baker’s bill to 
make up for the six months that 
he had not gotten a bill.

ABT was doing the same thing 
to other residents at Harborton, 
although the amount each resi-
dent was expected to pay back each 
month varied, Baker said.

Baker didn’t object to the back-
billing, since he had gone six 
months without paying any water 
and sewer bill at all.

But ABT was providing no in-
formation to back up the $91.80 a 
month, such as past meter read-
ings to show how much water the 
Bakers had used during the six 
months when they hadn’t gotten 
a bill.

However, what really drew 
Baker’s ire were four new charges 
being added to the bill that Baker 
and the other residents were be-
ing made to pay each month, on 
top of  the water and sewer they 
actually used.

One was $12.60 for a “water base 
fee” and another was $17.20 for a 
“sewer base fee.” The two other 
fees being added to Baker’s bill was 
a $3.25 “customer charge fee” and 
a $5 “administration fee.”

All this occurred as Kodiak 
had decided to raise the lot rent 
at Harborton for the first time in 
many years, by $25 a month.

The Bakers and other Harbor-
ton Estates residents own their 
mobile homes, but rent the ground 
their homes sit on from the park.

It got worse. In December 2017, 

the Bakers’ water and sewer bill 
was more than $500, based on us-
age of  8,000 gallons.

“Oh my God, no,” Baker said 
when asked if  they had ever used 
that much water in a month. “The 
most I’ve ever used is 4,000 gallons. 
Normally it is 3,000 gallons.”

All of  a sudden, his water bill 
was more than his monthly heat, 
electric and cable TV bills com-
bined.

Between the rent increase and 
skyrocketing water and sewer 
bills, it became too much for the 
Bakers, who are in their 70s and 
on a fixed income.

“We are senior citizens. We both 
have something of  a (physical) 
handicap. We live on a very, very 
limited budget. We both only get 
Social Security and I get a small re-
tirement,” said Baker, who retired 
from Stroehmann Bakery Co. in 
2001. “We can no longer make ends 
meet. Do we skip on medicine, or 
eat only two times a day?”

Learning more
So he started making phone calls 

and investigating.
He first called Suez, the private 

company that operates Middle-
town’s water and sewer systems 
under a 50-year lease that borough 
council and the former water au-
thority approved in 2014.

“‘I’m getting tons of  calls (from 
Harborton residents) and I wish 
it would stop,’” Baker recalls the 
woman who answered the phone 
for Suez saying. She said ABT was 
adding the charges to the bills of  
people living in the trailer park, 
not Suez.

Most Middletown homeown-
ers get their water and sewer bill 
directly from Suez based on Suez 
reading their meter. At Harborton 
Estates, Suez sends one bill for 
water and sewer to the park owner, 
or the owner’s representative.

ABT then bills each homeowner 
at Harborton, based on how much 
water they use according to a read-
ing of  the meter at each mobile 
home.

Suez provides water to the park 
through two bulk meters. Baker 
learned that Suez as part its bill to 
Kodiak charged Kodiak $29.80 each 
month for the two bulk meters. 

Yet ABT was adding $29.80 — 
the combined water and sewer 
base fees — to Baker’s bill and to 
the bills of  all other residents at 
Harborton Estates, even though 
Kodiak only had to pay this $29.80 
once a month to Suez.

After walking through the park 
and counting at least 150 mobile 
homes, Baker estimated ABT 
was collecting $4,470 each month 
from all the Harborton residents 
through the $29.80 in base fees.

That turned out to be low, as ABT 
was actually billing 180 properties 
at Harborton — meaning ABT 
was billing Harborton residents 
$5,304.40 a month, or $63,652.80 a 
year, according to Baker.

In February, Baker filed a com-
plaint against ABT, Kodiak, and 
Harborton Estates with the state 
attorney general that was referred 
to its Bureau of  Consumer Protec-
tion.

Baker also wrote and mailed 
letters complaining about the high 
water and sewer bills at Harborton 
to the Pennsylvania Public Utility 
Commission, Federal Trade Com-
mission, and to the Pennsylvania 
Manufactured Housing Associa-
tion.

“If  I could think of  something, 
I did it,” he said. 

Getting results
It has taken awhile, but Baker 

has gotten everything he asked 
for — for himself, and for the other 
residents of  Harborton Estates.

The $29.80 in water and sewer 
base fees was dropped from the bill 
that Baker received from ABT for 
payment in April. ABT refunded 
him all the money he had paid for 
the base fees since they had been 
added to his bill.

Baker checked with some other 
park residents, and learned they 
too were no longer being billed the 
$29.80 in base fees, and that they 
had also been reimbursed by ABT.

Also gone from Baker’s bill 
was the $91.80 monthly charge 
to cover the six months when he 
didn’t get a bill. However, Baker 
said the charge was removed only 
because he had already paid it for 
six months and no longer owed any 
more money for the back billing.

ABT did send Baker a printout 
of  the numbers he had requested, 
showing his metered water and 
sewer consumption for the six 
months when he hadn’t gotten a 
bill. Baker accepted the numbers 
as accurate.

ABT also dropped the monthly 
$3.25 customer charge fee, for 
which Baker has also been re-
imbursed for the months he was 
paying it.

In all, ABT awarded Baker a 
“credit adjustment” of  $363.55. 
He owed nothing at all for the bill 
due in April, and “I probably won’t 
have to pay another water and 
sewer bill for two months,” he said.

The water and sewer base fees 
and the $3.25 customer charge that 
had been on the ABT bills sent to 
Mike Maxwell, another Harbor-
ton Estates resident, no longer 
appeared on the bill Maxwell 
received to pay in April. Instead, 
Maxwell has a credit of  $240.49, 
according to a copy of  the bill he 
showed the Press & Journal.

All that now remains on the 
bill are two numbers reflecting 
water and sewer usage, and the 
$5 administrative fee, which ABT 
said was authorized to cover “the 
tabulation, distribution, and man-
power required to service” the 
Harborton account, according to 
a Feb. 15 response to Baker’s AG 
complaint from ABT Operations 
Manager Jarred Thorpe. 

Thorpe said ABT did not add 
the $5 administration fee until 
ABT had finished collecting all 
the money from residents to cover 
the six months they had not been 
billed. 

Baker does not dispute this, 
although he cannot recall when 
the $5 administration fee first ap-
peared on his bill.

The AG provided Thorpe’s 
written response to Baker, who 
provided a copy to the Press & 
Journal.

Thorpe said ABT didn’t bill Har-
borton residents for the first six 
months because ABT “didn’t have 
approval from Kodiak to begin 
generating bills during that time.”

Before ABT started billing, 
Thorpe said Kodiak sent a letter 
to Harborton residents outlining 
“not only the new billing pro-
cedure but also the back billing 
schedule. It was ABT and Kodiak’s 
shared hope this notice would 
preclude Harborton residents 
from being blindsided by several 
months of  unbilled water and 
sewer usage.”

The Bakers said they couldn’t 
recall getting such a letter, but 
that some information about the 
back billing was included in the 
first bill they got from ABT.

Regarding the $29.80 in water 
and sewer base fees, Thorpe 
said ABT did not bill Harborton 
residents based on the two bulk 
meters, but only based on meter 
readings from each trailer. All 
the money ABT collected from 
Harborton residents was being 
paid to Kodiak, not Suez, Thorpe 
said, adding:

“Though ABT can’t speak 
directly to how Kodiak and Har-
borton allocate these funds, own-
erships generally use them not 
only to pay the community water 
bill but also to cover the costs 
of  reading the meters as well as 
repair and improve the water and 
sewer infrastructure that services 
the community.”

ABT did not respond to a request 
for additional comment from the 
Press & Journal.

Baker said no one has told him 
why the $29.80 in base fees was 
removed from his bill.

It came as a surprise, as a March 
19 letter Baker received from 
Adam D. Hough, an agent with 
the AG’s Bureau of  Consumer 
Protection, suggested nothing 
could be done about getting rid of  
the base fees.

Hough said that according to 
the Suez Middletown website, the 
$29.80 in base fees is charged to all 
rate payers in Middletown, not just 
those at Harborton. The charges 
are found in a schedule of  rates 
within the rates and regulation 
section of  the Suez Middletown 
website.

Hough’s letter also told Baker 
that the AG’s office had concluded 
its “mediation” in the matter.

Nevertheless, the base fee 
charges were gone from the bill 
that Baker received from ABT on 
March 21, just two days after the 
letter from Hough.

Harborton owner responds
Alex Cabot, principal of  Crown 

Communities, a Cheyenne, Wyo-
ming-based real estate syndicator 
that acquired Harborton Estates 
in 2017, emailed this statement to 
the Press & Journal on behalf  of  
Kodiak Property Management:

“We are pleased that our vendor, 
ABT Water, was able to resolve 
the outstanding dispute with the 
tenant and the Attorney General’s 
office, and can assure that any 
overpayments by tenants will be 
credited to their account against 
future water and sewer charges.”

“However, the bigger issue here 
regarding tenant water and sewer 
bills continues to be the abnor-
mally high rates charged by Suez 
Middletown Water, which are not 
subject to any further mark-up by 

ABT other than its administrative 
fees. As long as the per gallon 
rates charged to us by Suez rates 
remain as high as they are, the base 
charges of  the sort that Mr. Baker 
appealed will remain a relatively 
small percentage of  overall ten-
ant bills.”

Cabot in a telephone interview 
told the Press & Journal that 
before Kodiak took over, the wa-
ter and sewer bills to Harborton 
Estates residents were not “recov-
ering the full cost” of  providing 
water and sewer at the trailer park.

He acknowledged an “error” 
in the water and sewer bills from 
ABT to the Harborton residents, 
and that the error has been cor-
rected through Baker’s “legiti-
mate” complaint to the AG’s office.

Otherwise, it is the second time 
in recent months that Kodiak has 
pointed the finger at Suez as the 
real culprit behind complaints 
from Harborton residents about 
high water and sewer bills.

Kodiak in December 2017 sent a 
letter to all residents of  the trailer 
park, saying that water and sewer 
rates in Middletown were three 
times higher than the national 
average, a conclusion Kodiak said 
was based largely on its experience 
managing other trailer parks else-
where in the United States.

Suez responded that it had not 
raised water and sewer rates but 
had inherited the rates borough 
council and the former water 
authority adopted in 2014, before 
approving the lease deal with Suez.

Suez has since added an 11.5 
percent surcharge to water and 
sewer bills in Middletown, effec-
tive with the bills going out the 
first week of  April.

Suez says the surcharge is to 
make up for lost revenue from wa-
ter consumption in the first three 
years of  the lease falling below a 
target specified in the lease.

Borough council and Suez are 
at odds over the surcharge, and 
council has taken Suez to court 
over it.

“Glad” for result
Baker said he feels “glad” that 

his dispute with ABT and Kodiak 
over the water and sewer bills has 
been resolved in his favor, and in 
favor of  the other residents.

Otherwise, Baker said his next 
step would have been to hire a 
lawyer to try and bring a class ac-
tion suit against ABT and Kodiak 
on behalf  of  all the Harborton 
residents.

He doesn’t see himself  as a hero, 
just someone whose persistence 
paid off.

“I have a pretty high standard 
about what is right, and what is 
wrong. My parents brought me up 
to don’t lie, don’t steal,” Baker said, 
adding that to him the contested 
charges on his bill amounted to 
“thievery.”

Baker’s methodical approach to 
resolving the dispute hearkened 
back to his days with Stroehm-
ann’s, when he sometimes partici-
pated in labor negotiations.

“I did a lot of  this (type of  thing) 
when I worked. I didn’t think I still 
had it in me,” Baker said.

One of  the couple’s four daugh-
ters, Erica who lives in Colonial 
Park, did “a lot of  research” that 
helped in the cause, Baker said. 
She works in the utility industry.

The Bakers have two other 
daughters in Pennsylvania, and 
one in Phoenix.

Baker also said he couldn’t ac-
complish what he did without the 
support of  his wife, Andrea.

“It was a lot of  work,” she said. 
“Everyone was complaining, but if  
you don’t lie down they can’t run 
over you. You can fight something 
if  you are willing to put the work 
in. People find themselves defeated 
when they haven’t even tried.”

Baker still has other concerns 
about Harborton Estates.

The street potholes are a prob-
lem, especially in fall and winter 
when the potholes fill up with 
leaves and snow and you don’t 
know how deep they really are.

He and Andrea also wish Kodiak 
would do something about getting 
rid of  the many abandoned trail-
ers that have been sitting empty 
for years.

He recently got good news on 
both fronts. Park management 
told him the potholes are to be 
filled soon, and that they are work-
ing on the abandoned trailers.

The other day a representative 
of  park management knocked on 
the Bakers’ door, asking permis-
sion to install a solar light on their 
mobile home.

The Bakers say the streets in 
Harborton are too dark at night, 
so they were happy to say yes.

The man told the Bakers the 
light will cost them nothing, and 
that the park plans to install 
solar lights on other residences 
throughout Harborton Estates.

BILLS: Water and sewer cost reached more than $500 in December
From page A1
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Spring Fundraising 
Book Sale

 Thur., April 26th: 4pm TO 8pm 
“Friends & Dealers” Only

 Sat., April 28th: 9am TO 4pm

 Mon., April 30th: 9:30am TO 8pm

 Tues., May 1st: 9:30am TO 8pm

 Wed., May 2nd: 9:30am TO 4pm

 Thur., May 3rd: 9:30am TO 8pm
DISCOUNT DAY!

 Sat., May 5th: 9am TO 4pm
$4 Bag & Bake SALE!

 Tues., May 8th: 4pm TO 8pm
$4 Bag SALE!

 Thur., May 10th: 4pm TO 8pm
$3 Bag SALE!

 Sat., May 12th: 9am TO 4pm
$2 Bag SALE!

Friends of Middletown Public Library

20 North Catherine Street • (717) 944-6412 • MiddletownPublicLib.org

Serving the community since 1926

APRIL 26TH - MAY 12TH

New hours: Mon.-Fri. 8 am-6 pm & Sat. 8 am-5 pm
located in chambers hill area off  rt. 322

(717) 564-3130 | stritesorchard.com

NOW IN SEASON: 
asparagus & 

spinach

PLUS: 
hanging baskets, 
bedding plants, 
veggies & herbs

Join us for: Wagon Rides & our ice cream stand 
featuring Hershey’s hand-dipped fl avors!

Plus Penn state master gardeners will be on-site 
to answer your gardening questions

Spring Open House

PLUS:

to answer your gardening questions

FROM 10 AM - 2 PM

NOW IN SEASON:

sat. may 12th

By Larry Etter
Press & Journal Staff

After collecting its sixth straight 
victory against visiting Milton 
Hershey last Tuesday, the Middle-
town varsity baseball team saw 
its long winning streak come 
to an end at Northern York on 
Thursday. 

The Polar Bears, who are sitting 
all alone atop the Capital Divi-
sion, stretched their own winning 
streak to nine straight, topping 
the visiting Blue Raiders 6-1 in 
Dillsburg. 

Owen McKeever, Jake Sacoman, 
and John Diggs teamed for all six 
runs batted in for the winners 
while starting pitcher Isaac Staats 
picked up the win. He recorded 
five strikeouts in his five innings 
of  work on the mound. 

Starter Blake Jacoby, who was 
coming off an impressive 1-0 win 
over West Perry the previous Sat-
urday, took the loss for the Blue 
Raiders. Jacoby pitched 6 innings 
with 4 strikeouts and one walk, but 

gave up 7 hits. 
The Raiders, now 7-6 on the sea-

son, could not get the bats going 

against Staats and recorded just 4 
hits. The lone run came when Kyle 
Truesdale was hit by a pitch with 

the bases loaded. Matt Schopf  did, 
however, get two of  the four hits 
in the game.

“The team played fine. We just 
got beat,” said head coach Mike Lu-
pia, noting that the team defense 
made just one error in the game.  

The Blue Raiders have a busy up-
coming schedule, playing at East 
Pennsboro on Tuesday, then home 
to Camp Hill on Thursday, Lower 
Dauphin on Friday, Palmyra on 
Monday, and Steelton-Highspire 
next Tuesday.

Middletown 7, Milton Hershey 4
Unlike their easy 15-2 victory at 

Milton Hershey the previous day, 
the Blue Raiders had to work for 
their 7-4 win over the Spartans 
at home on Tuesday. In fact, the 
Middletown squad had to fight 
back from an early 3-0 deficit after 
the winless Spartans got off to a 
great start on the Raiders’ home 
field. 

But they did rally, scoring 2 

MAHS BASEBALL

Raiders win 6th straight, then fall to Northern

PHOTO COURTESY OF ROB ALCOCK

Avery Williams bats in Thursday’s loss against Northern York.

Please see BASEBALL, page B2
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Tony Mrakovich participated in a race at Bristol Motor Speedway on April 14 as part of Xfinity Series qualifying.

‘BLUE-COLLAR RACE CAR DRIVER’

By Laura Hayes
laurahayes@pressandjournal.com

If  you walk into Street Stores 
Hardware store in Middletown, 
odds are you might see Tony Mra-
kovich, the owner’s son, running 
the forklift or working in the ware-
house or, on one recent occasion, 
making deliveries.

But when the 19-year-old is not 
behind the wheel of  a delivery 
truck for the Pine Street business, 
he is doing an entirely different 
type of  driving. 

Mrakovich is a NASCAR driver 
who took part in his first Xfinity 
Series race on April 20 in Rich-
mond, Virginia.

The Xfinity Series is stock car 
series that is one step below the 
NASCAR circuit.

Mrakovich ran in the NASCAR 
Xfinity Series at Richmond Race-
way in Richmond, Virginia, on 
April 20, driving the No. 28 Smart 
Emissions Reducer Ford Mustang.

He called the race the biggest 
night of  his career. When he talked 
to the Press & Journal a couple of  
days before the race, Mrakovich 
said he wasn’t feeling his nerves 
yet.

He started in 35th and moved up 
to 12th, but after having trouble 
with his tires, Mrakovich finished 
in 24.

“It was a blast for the first one, 
though,” he said in an email after 
the race. 

He said he plans to race in 10 to 
12 more races this season. 

“Tony is a talented young driv-
er with a lot of  potential and we’re 
looking forward to giving him the 
opportunity to compete in his first 
Xfinity race,” JGL Racing owner 
James Whitener said in a press 
release before the race. 

Being a NASCAR driver is sur-
real, Mrakovich said. 

“My motto was always not to 
have a Plan B,” Mrakovich said.

There’s more to being a NAS-

CAR driver than just getting in a 
car and racing, Mrakovich said. 
He has to market himself, man-
age his social media and keep the 
sponsors happy. 

You have to be confident and 
wake up every morning believing 
that you will be successful, he said.

“It’s not as simple as it looks, but 
it’s definitely fun. It’s nice being 
able to wake up and focus on what 
you love to do,” Mrakovich said.

On the street, Mrakovich said 
he’s one of  the slowest drivers. 

Cars on the street have a lot of  
power, he said.

“[NASCAR] is not about getting 
in and gritting your teeth and driv-
ing as hard as possible. You really 
have to calm yourself  and try to 
tame the car because it wants to 
do everything you don’t want it to 
do,” Mrakovich said. 

This is Mrakovich’s first official 
season in NASCAR. Growing up 
in Elizabethtown, Mrakovich, like 
most kids, loved playing with toy 
cars. His family was into racing, 
but not huge fans, and his father, 
Shane, remembered the family 
watching racing on television or 
sitting in the stands of  local dirt 
track races. 

Mrakovich said he and his 
brother were always interested in 
racing, and kids can start racing 
as early as 6 or 7 years old.  

“Honestly, I was too small to do 
anything else at that time,” Mra-
kovich said with a laugh. 

Now, pictures of  his cars line a 
wall of  Street Stores. 

Shane bought Mrakovich and 
his brother two go-karts — Mra-
kovich was only 7 at the time. The 
pair began racing across Pennsyl-
vania on a weekly basis.

Mrakovich’s older brother be-
gan go-kart racing a year before 
him. When Shane went to his 
father to ask for help to buy the 
go-karts, Shane’s father said that 

Mrakovich makes his way onto NASCAR Xfinity Series

STAFF PHOTO BY LAURA HAYES

Tony Mrakovich stands in front of pictures of his racing cars in Street Stores 
on Pine Street in Middletown. 

Please see DRIVER, page B2

No Card 
Needed 
To Save!

Lowest 
Prices 

on Swiss 
Premium 

Milk
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KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE 5/1/18 – 5/7/18

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

 

& Save& Save& Save
Stock Up

SWEET VIDALIA
ONIONS

1 LB PK
CALIFORNIA
STRAWBERRIES

2 FOR 
$5 

SWEET VIDALIA

99¢
lb.

ESSENTIAL EVERYDAY XL
DOZEN EGGS

2/$3
DOZEN EGGS

Karns Double
Smoked Bacon

$399
lb.

FRESH EXTRA LEAN
CHOPPED STEAK
MUST BUY 10+ LBSMUST BUY 10+ LBS

299
lb.

AMICK FARMS PRE-PACKED
CHICKEN
UP TO 15%
ADDED NATURAL
SOLUTIONS
10 LB AVG

159
lb.

FRESH CHICKEN
LEG QUARTERS
MUST BUY 10+ LBS

lb.

FRESH CHICKEN
LEG QUARTERS
MUST BUY 10+ LBS

55¢
lb.

WHOLE USDA CHOICE
NEW YORK STRIPS
12 LB AVG
NEW YORK STRIPSNEW YORK STRIPS
12 LB AVG

599
lb.

FRESH CHILEAN 
SALMON FILLETS

8-8.5OZ

MARTIN’S KETTLE 
COOK’D POTATO CHIPS

 BUY 1 GET 2

FREE
3 @ $3.99

JAMESTOWN BONE-IN
HAM SLICES
SOLD IN 3 LB
AVG BUNDLES

159
lb.

NEW BLOOMFIELD CARLISLE HARRISBURG

AVG BUNDLES899
lb.
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PLACE YOUR AD HERE! FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 717-944-4628 

Elwood’s
• PA Inspections • Brakes
• New & Used Tires • Exhaust • Struts 
• Oil Changes • Shocks • Batteries
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING
138 W. Main Street
Middletown

944-9255

IS YOUR STATE INSPECTION DUE?

Dailey’s Service 
Station
• State Inspections • Tune-ups 
• Oil Changes • Repairs
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING
Corner Main & Spruce Streets
Middletown

944-4407

Vastine’s Auto Service
General Repair Service on Domestic 
and Popular Foreign Cars
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING

231 Oak Hill Drive
Middletown

944-7154

The Hondru
Service Experience
Factory Warranty Center
The Best Service in Lancaster County

• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING

367-6644

Quick Lane 
Tire & Auto Center 
“Serving All Makes & Models 
Without An Appointment”
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING
Rte. 322 E. of Hershey at Maguire’s Ford

838-7700

Pennsylvania requires vehicle safety 
inspections for all passenger cars and 

light-duty trucks that need registration in the state.

CALL ANY ONE OF THESE LOCAL 
OFFICIAL PENNDOT INSPECTION STATIONS.

Even If Your Vehicle’s Inspection 
Is Not Due, It Pays To Have A 

Periodic Check At Least 
Every Six Months.

231 OAK HILL DRIVE • MIDDLETOWN • 944-7154

PA STATE INSPECTIONS
Lube • Oil & Filter Service

Open 
Weekdays 

8 am-5:30 pm 
Closed Sat.

•OIL CHANGES
•BRAKE REPAIRS
•EXHAUST REPAIRS
•COMPUTER DIAGNOSIS

See Don For:
Your Best Deal For New 
& Used Cars & Trucks

DON STAGO Bus. 234-4444 Cell 940-4963
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg

Sutliff
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Middletown police reported 
149 calls for the week of  April 
20-26. Among them are the fol-
lowing:

• 32 traffic tickets issued.
• 15 traffic warnings given.
• 7 bus stop details.
• 6 calls assisting another 

agency.
• 4 noise complaints.
• 4 harassment investigations.
• 4 court appearances.
• 4 calls involving animals.
• 3 calls assisting Pennsylvania 

State Police.
• 3 theft investigations.
• 3 cases involving a missing 

juvenile.
• 2 community policing details.
• 2 non-reportable accidents.
• 2 domestic calls resulting in 

arrest.
• 1 each landlord-tenant dis-

pute, criminal warrant served, 
parking violation, suspicious 
vehicle, suspicious person, 
trespass investigation, overdose, 
juvenile problem, criminal 
mischief, domestic call result-
ing in no arrest, and reportable 
accident.

Police see erratic driving
A Middletown man was 

charged with DUI after police 
saw him driving erratically in 
the 2300 block of  Pineford Drive 
shortly after 2 a.m. March 20.

Jarrett M. Debord, 35, of  the 
Dogwood Building, failed to stay 
in his lane and almost hit sev-
eral vehicles on Hoffer Street, 
borough police said in arrest 
papers filed with District Judge 
David Judy.

He had a blood-alcohol per-
centage of  0.244 at the time, 
according to laboratory analysis 
of  a blood draw, police said.

Debord was charged with DUI, 
disregarding a traffic lane, and 
careless driving. 

A preliminary hearing is 
scheduled for May 14.

Child took 10 birth control pills 
Middletown police responded 

to a suspected overdose involv-
ing a 3-year-old child taking 
10 birth control pills in the 200 
block of  Market Street shortly 
before 4:45 p.m. April 23.

Police said the pills belonged 
to the child’s mother. Dauphin 
County Dispatch forwarded calls 
to the Poison Control Center, 
and no emergency medical ser-
vices were required, police said.

No one is being charged in the 
incident, police said.

Items stolen from vehicle 
An insurance card and a 

registration card were reported 
stolen from inside a black Ford 
Explorer parked in the 300 block 
of  South Catherine Street.

The theft was reported to bor-
ough police shortly before 8 a.m. 
on April 20.

Baltimore man charged with DUI 
Royalton police charged a 

Baltimore man with DUI after 
he allegedly side-swiped another 
vehicle and ran over a handi-
capped parking sign in the 200 
block of  Dock Street on March 7.

Terry L. Wallace, 42, while 
driving a 1989 Chevrolet pickup 
truck, also jumped a small con-
crete wall in front of  one resi-
dence and almost hit the porch 
of  another residence, according 
to arrest papers police filed 
with District Judge David Judy. 
Wallace’s driver’s license from 
Maryland had been suspended 
at the time, police said.

Lab results of  blood drawn 
from Wallace showed that he 
had a blood-alcohol percent-
age of  0.083. Wallace also had 
cocaine and the active ingredi-
ent of  marijuana in his system 

at the time, according to lab 
results, police said.

Wallace is charged with DUI-
alcohol and DUI of  a controlled 
substance, driving under sus-
pension and careless driving. A 
preliminary hearing is set for 
May 14.

Man charged following incident 
Middletown police charged a 

borough man following an inci-
dent in the 600 block of  Spring 
Street on April 10.

Hanwen Liu, 19, of  Spring 
Street, allegedly punched a 
woman in the right side of  her 
head near her temple, caus-
ing her to fall into a closet and 
hit the other side of  her head 
against the wall, police said in 
arrest papers filed with District 
Judge David Judy. 

Liu was arraigned before Dis-
trict Judge Kenneth Lenker and 
charged with simple assault and 
harassment. He was released 
after posting $5,000 unsecured 
bail.

Liu waived an April 16 pre-
liminary hearing and is to be 
arraigned July 6 on the charges 
in Dauphin County Court.

Threatening text messages
Middletown police charged a 

man with terroristic threats af-
ter he allegedly sent threatening 
text messages to a couple living 
in the borough. 

David Potts, no known per-
manent address, is also charged 
with harassment. The incident 
occurred on April 13, according 
to arrest papers police filed with 
District Judge David Judy.

Fight leads to charges vs. pair
Middletown police charged a 

man and a woman after inves-
tigating a fight that occurred 
shortly before 6 p.m. April 14 
outside a club in the 100 block of  
Mill Street.

Police determined Julia 
Wilfert, 22, of  the 500 block of  
Willow Street in Highspire; and 
Andrew C. Popp, 22, same ad-
dress, to be equally at fault. Popp 
had a bloody mouth and Wilfert 
was taken by ambulance to Penn 
State Milton S. Hershey Medi-
cal Center, according to arrest 
papers police filed with District 
Judge David Judy.

Popp and Wilfert are both 
charged with simple assault, 
disorderly conduct engaging in 
fighting, and public drunken-
ness. 

They are both scheduled for 
a May 29 preliminary hearing 
before Judy.

Woman charged with DUI
Middletown police charged 

an Elizabethtown woman with 
DUI after she was seen allegedly 
driving south on Vine Street in 
the northbound lane at about 
4:20 a.m. on March 10, according 
to arrest papers police filed with 

District Judge David Judy.
Jaymee Lynne Clingan, 22, 

of  the 3600 block of  Colebrook 
Road, was also charged with 
careless driving. 

Police said Clingan had a 
blood-alcohol level of  0.218 per-
cent at the time.

Her preliminary hearing is 
scheduled for May 29.

Police: Man tried to hit woman 
State Police charged a Middle-

town man after he allegedly hit a 
woman and tried to run her over 
with his motorcycle during an 
incident in the 900 block of  Red 
Hill Plaza Road in Londonderry 
Township on April 17.

Gentry C. Smith, 52, of  the 300 
block of  Ann Street, allegedly 
hit the woman in the head with 
a closed fist, according to arrest 
papers police filed with District 
Judge David Judy.

Smith is charged with simple 
assault, harassment, and driving 
without a license.

Man sought for exposing himself
State Police have charged 

a man for allegedly exposing 
himself  to a female employee at 
the Love’s Travel Center on Vine 
Street in Londonderry Town-
ship shortly before 2 a.m. Dec. 
19, 2017.

Following the alleged incident, 
Jesse Swauger, 28, no permanent 
address, got in a Dodge Dakota 
pickup truck with a Pennsylva-
nia license plate, according to 
arrest papers police filed with 
District Judge David Judy.

Swauger is currently on pro-
bation and police have issued a 
warrant for the alleged incident 
at Love’s.

Swauger is also charged with 
open lewdness.

Woman charged with DUI crash 
A Hummelstown woman is 

charged with aggravated assault 
by vehicle while DUI after she 
allegedly crashed a Volkswagen 
Jetta into the rear of  a truck 
tractor at about 2:15 a.m. at mile 
marker 7.6 of  Route 283 west-
bound on Feb. 10 in Londonder-
ry Township.

State Police in arrest papers 
filed with District Judge David 
Judy said that a passenger in 
the Jetta driven by Sarah Jean 
Conner, 26, of  the 8800 block of  
Devonshire Heights Road, had to 
be extracted from the vehicle by 
emergency personnel.

The passenger later told police 
in the hospital that he sustained 
multiple injuries. 

The driver of  the truck trac-
tor also had to be extracted by 
emergency personnel and also 
suffered multiple injuries, police 
said.

Police said that the Jetta 
speedometer was stuck at 118 
mph and the engine block was 
located 150 feet west of  the crash 
scene. A laboratory analysis 

of  blood drawn from Conner 
showed she had a blood-alcohol 
content of  0.149 percent, police 
said.

Conner was arraigned April 
18 and charged with felony ag-
gravated assault by vehicle with 
DUI, DUI of  alcohol, following 
too closely, speeding, careless 
driving, and reckless driving.

She was released after posting 
$10,000 unsecured bail. She is to 
be arraigned in Dauphin County 
Court on July 6, following her 
waiving a preliminary hearing 
before Judy on April 30.

Hit-and-run on Pine
A blue Honda Civic was dam-

aged in an apparent hit-and-run 
while the vehicle was parked 
in the 500 block of  North Pine 
Street in Middletown between 9 
p.m. April 3 and shortly before 
2 a.m. April 4 when the incident 
was reported to borough police.

The driver’s side was damaged 
and the driver’s side mirror 
broken, police said.

Hit-and-run at Giant
A suspected hit-and-run on 

April 12 in the Giant Food park-
ing lot in the 400 block of  East 
Main Street in Middletown was 
captured on surveillance video, 
but no arrest has been made yet.

The victim was shopping in-
side Giant for about 40 minutes 
and came out to find the bumper 
of  his 2011 black Toyota torn off, 
police said.

Police say surveillance video 
shows an older box-style pickup 
truck backing into the vehicle 
and leaving the scene.

Caretaker case leads to Florida
Officials in Florida are investi-

gating a case involving a woman 
who was allegedly victimized 
by a caretaker over a period of  
nine years while the victim was 
living at Interfaith Apartments 
in Middletown.

Florida officials recently 
contacted borough police about 
the case. 

The woman now lives in 
Florida with her granddaughter, 
who referred the case to Florida 
officials, according to police.

The caretaker allegedly stole 
$60,000 and jewelry from the 
woman over an unspecified 
nine-year period, according to 
police.

The stolen items included but 
were not limited to a solid silver 
bar with the victim’s initials on 
it, three diamond men’s watches, 
two tennis bracelets, and a dia-
mond ring.

Tractor tampering
A Middletown man told police 

that paint was poured into the 
hydraulic system of  his tractor.

The incident allegedly oc-
curred in the 700 block of  East 
Main Street and was reported to 
borough police on April 6.

POLICE AND COURTS ROUNDUP

Hit-and-run, DUI charges; police seek man who exposed himself

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

Dauphin County and area orga-
nizations are hosting a Family Fun 
Day at Hoffer Park in Middletown 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, 
May 12, to celebrate and draw 
attention to the good things that 
young people are doing.

Intended for young people and 
families, the event will include free 
food, games, music and dancing, 
and other activities. 

Middletown Borough Police are 
involved in the event, as are orga-
nizers working in support of  the 

Middletown Area Communities 
That Care initiative.

The event is focused on promot-
ing results of  the Pennsylvania 
Youth Survey that is done every 
odd-numbered year by the Penn-
sylvania Commission on Crime 
and Delinquency.

PCCD surveys youth at Middle-
town and other school districts 
all over Pennsylvania, and the 
information is reported on a 
countywide basis. 

Among findings from the 2015 
survey — the most recent year 
for which data is available — 87 
percent of  Dauphin County youth 

do not use marijuana, 93 percent 
do not abuse prescription opioids, 
and 87 percent think it is wrong 
to regularly drink alcohol, the 
county said in a press release. 

Full results from the 2015 survey 
of youth in Dauphin County can be 
found on the PCCD website, www.
pccd.pa.gov.

“A lot of  times if  you ask a kid 
how many of  your friends are 
smoking weed, the kids will say all 
of  them. Really, it’s a mispercep-
tion,” county Deputy Drug and 
Alcohol Director Sherry Clouser 
said while proposing Family 
Fun Day to Middletown Borough 

Council on March 19. “With our 
(survey) data we find there is not 
as many kids doing bad behaviors 
as we think. We like to highlight 
those good behaviors.”

The May 12 event culminates 
a “social norming” campaign 
the county has been running in 
Middletown and the Middletown 
Area School District to promote 
results of  the survey and the posi-
tive choices that young people are 
making, the county says.

The county has been doing a 
positive social norming campaign 
in northern Dauphin County for 
the past four years, and at the 

Steelton-Highspire School District 
for the last two years.

This is the first time the county 
is expanding the social norming 
campaign to Middletown and to 
Middletown Area School District, 
the county says.

Middletown Area Communi-
ties That Care is partnering with 
the county in hopes that Family 
Fun Day will become an annual 
event, said Ellen Willenbecher of  
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, who 
is spearheading the Communities 
That Care initiative.

Besides Middletown police, 
borough Public Works is getting 

Hoffer Park ready for the big event. 
Young people have volunteered 
to run many of  the crafts and 
activities to be offered, Willen-
becher said.

A dance contest will be held 
by Harry Loranzo, a disc jockey 
whose daughter Elizabeth Lo-
ranzo died from a heroin overdose 
in March 2017. Her death led to 
creation of  The Elizabeth Loranzo 
iCare Foundation, a nonprofit or-
ganization that helps people who 
are trying to overcome substance 
abuse addiction.

Roberto’s will provide a free 
lunch, Willenbecher added.

Family Fun Day coming to Hoffer Park on May 12

The Mount Joy man charged 
with the March 2017 shooting 
at River House Bar & Grill 
in Londonderry Township is 
heading for Lancaster County 
Court to face offenses related 
to a separate alleged incident.

Tanner Stark, 22, is to be ar-
raigned in Lancaster County 
Court on May 11 on charges 
of  burglary, theft involving a 
firearm, and criminal mischief, 
following an April 20 prelimi-
nary hearing before District 
Judge Jayne F. Duncan.

Elizabethtown police charged 
Stark following a lengthy inves-
tigation into a burglary in the 
100 block of East Hummelstown 
Street on Oct. 25, 2016, in which 
the victim reported that a fire-
arm was among the items taken.

Stark is in Dauphin County 
Prison on $250,000 bail, where 
he has been held since his arrest 
following the March 24, 2017 
shooting at the River House.

Stark is charged with three 
counts of  criminal attempt- 
murder of  the first degree and 
multiple other charges.

Stark on Aug. 4 pleaded not 
guilty to all the River House 
charges. His next scheduled 
appearance in Dauphin County 
Court on the River House 
charges is June 18.

Suspect in 
shooting faces 
firearm charge
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DIRECTORY OF CHURCH SERVICES To list your church service here, call 717-944-4628 
or email info@pressandjournal.com for more information.

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown
717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 
Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown
717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF
Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

New Beginnings Church 
at the Riverside Chapel
630 South Union St., Middletown • 717-388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 717-944-4322
Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown
Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Sunday Worship - 10 am 
Sunday Church School  - 9 am - for all ages
Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   
Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown
PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Pastor James Lyles, 10xBetter
Phone 717-944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street, Middletown • 717-944-5835
Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

Ebenezer African Methodist Episcopal Church
329 Market Street, Middletown
Pastor C. VICTORIA BROWN, M.Div. • 717-215-280-0798
Church School - 10 am •Worship Service - 11 am

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of  441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766 
Sunday Worship:
Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am
Christian Child Care - 717-985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

Penn State Extension-Dauphin 
County is accepting applications 
from Dauphin County gardeners 
for the next Penn State Exten-
sion Master Gardener Training 
Program.

An informational session to 
acquaint applicants to the Volun-
teer Master Gardener Program 
and Extension will be held from 
7 to 8 p.m. Wednesday, May 9, at 
the Dauphin County Agriculture 
and Natural Resources Center, 
1451 Peters Mountain Road, 
Dauphin.

Applications are being ac-
cepted through June 6. 

Successful applicants will 
attend classes from noon to 3 
p.m. Wednesdays from Aug. 15 
through Dec. 12, with the first 
half  at the Penn State Extension-
Cumberland County office and 
second half  at the Penn State 
Extension-Dauphin County 
office. 

Topics to be studied include 
soils, plant science, insects, 
diseases, integrated pest man-
agement, lawn care, plant propa-
gation, fruits, vegetables, and 
ornamentals.

The Penn State Extension 
Master Gardener Program is 

a volunteer training program 
designed to provide home gar-
deners with the knowledge and 
skills necessary to share their 
experience and information 
with others. Candidates agree to 
complete 50 hours of  volunteer 
service to Penn State Extension’s 
Consumer Horticulture and Ur-
ban Gardening Programs to be 
completed your first year. 

The program is looking for 
volunteers who will make a 
commitment to answer lawn, 
landscape, and garden questions 
at the Extension office and pro-
vide educational presentations 
to organizations and the public.

To be eligible, individuals need 
only to want to be a volunteer 
and have a genuine interest in 
gardening, and want to share 
their knowledge and experience 
with others. For additional infor-
mation or to receive an applica-
tion packet, call the Penn State 
Extension-Dauphin County 
Office at 717-921-8803 and ask 
for Anne Hawk or Linda Kulp 
between 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
or visit http://extension.psu.
edu/plants/mastergardener/
counties/dauphin/about for the 
application.

U.S. gasoline prices  
at highest average 
since late in 2014

Penn State Extension 
seeks Master Gardeners

Informational fair to be held 
for U.S. service academies

Officials from each of  the five 
U.S. service academies — the 
U.S. Military Academy in West 
Point, New York; the U.S. Naval 
Academy in Annapolis, Mary-
land; the U.S. Air Force Academy 
in Colorado Springs, Colorado; 
the U.S. Coast Guard Academy 
in New London, Connecticut; 
and the U.S. Merchant Marine 
Academy in Kings Point, New 
York — will attend an informa-
tion fair in Harrisburg this week.

The sessions will include an 
overview of  academy life, as 
well as an opportunity to meet 
with academy representatives 
to discuss requirements for 
admission.

Academy nominations are 
available only through a member 
of  Congress, the vice president, 
or the president.  

After receiving a nomination, 
students must then be accepted 
by the individual academy for 
final admission.

From 5 to 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
the fair will be held at Bishop 
McDevitt High School, 1 Cru-
sader Way, Harrisburg.

Admission to both events is 
free. 

To RSVP or for additional in-
formation, contact U.S. Rep. Lou 
Barletta’s office at 717-525-7002 
or email Jodi Marsico at Jodi.
Marsico@mail.house.gov.

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Calvary Church has been a part of  the Middle-
town Borough community since 1936. It has been 
our privilege to proclaim the good news of  Jesus 
Christ all these years and to do so knowing the 
good news has never changed in over 2000 years. 
We firmly hold to the Apostles Creed and the 
Westminster Confession of  Faith and its Larger 
and Shorter Catechisms as clearly teaching what 
Scripture teaches. If  we believe the Gospel of  
Christ, then by trusting in his death and resur-
rection for sinners we can and will be forgiven 

and saved from God’s wrath. Please join us each Sunday to hear the 
Gospel. 

 Our services are at 10:15 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. We are located at the 
corner of  Spruce and Emaus 
streets here in Middletown. We 
have a fellowship meal following 
the 10:15 a.m. morning service 
on the first Sunday of  every 

month, free to all who come. We 
also have Sunday school classes 
for all ages at 9 a.m. and a Bible 
Study each Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
We are now studying the power 
of  prayer. 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
Ebenezer United Methodist Church and Child-
care, 890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown invites 
everyone to join us for worship on Sunday 
mornings lead by Pastor Brad Gilbert.  Our 
services are relaxed and casual. We offer a 
traditional service at 8:45 a.m. and a contempo-
rary service with a band (electric guitars) at 10:45 
a.m. At 10 a.m., between services, there is a 
variety of  Christian Education classes for all 
ages. 

 We have several things hap-
pening at Ebenezer and all are 
welcome. There is a prayer time, 
“Partners in Prayer” that meets 
the first Monday of  each month 
at 7 p.m. Through scripture, 
song, and meditation we experi-
ence the joy of  God’s presence. 

Have a favorite board game? 
“Game Night” is every third 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. We also offer 
a variety of  other groups includ-
ing Bible studies. 

 Any questions please call us 
at 717-939-0766 or e-mail us at 
ebenezerumc890@outlook.com.

Evangelical United Methodist Church 
Evangelical Church meets on the corner of  
Spruce and Water Streets at 157 E. Water St., 
Middletown, south of  Main St., behind the 
Turkey Hill convenience store. We invite you to 
attend our Sunday morning activities: Sunday 
school is at 9 a.m. and worship is at 10:15 a.m. 
When you walk in the door, you will see people of  
all ages and walks of  life, some dressed formally 
and others casually in jeans and sneakers. Come 
as you are.

 Our greeters wear nametags, 
so they are easy to find and they 
will be happy to help you if  you 
need any assistance or have a 
question. We celebrate com-
munion the first Sunday of  each 
month. In the spirit of  Jesus 
Christ, and as a congregation in 
the United Methodist Church, 
we welcome all (baptized or un-
baptized) to partake of  the holy 
sacrament. We invite you to ex-
perience life at Evangelical UMC. 
Whether you are looking for a 
community, are lonely, searching 
for the meaning of  life, or want 
to know more about Jesus, our 
doors are open for you. Check 
our website to learn more about 
us: www.eumch.org.

 This week’s worship assistants 
are as follows: Guest Pastor – 
Bob Graybill; Organist – Don 
Cowsert; Sr. Choir Director – 

Erich Schlicher; Children’s Time 
– Bob Graybill; Audio Visual – 
Steve Moyer, Jamal Warren and 
Justin Hahn; Head Usher – Lori 
Keller; Nursery Caregivers – Glo-
ria Clouser, Vickie Hubbard and 
our Sr. Choir members.

 This week’s schedule of  activi-
ties is as follows:

 Wed., May 2: 6 p.m., Alcoholics 
Anonymous Book Study Group; 
6:30 p.m., Sr. Choir rehearsal in 
church sanctuary.

 Sun., May 6: 9 a.m., Sunday 
school; 10:15 a.m., Sunday Wor-
ship Service with Communion; 4 
p.m., Youth Fellowship at Evan.

 Tues., May 8: 2 p.m., Prayer 
Shawl Ministry; 6 p.m., God’s 
Kitchen at Wesley, meal provided 
by Highspire/Royalton; 6 p.m., Fi-
nance Committee; 7 p.m., Church 
Council.

New Beginnings Church of Middletown
We are an independent body of  believers offering 
God’s invitation for a new beginning to all who 
seek it. We exist to meet the spiritual, emotional 
and physical needs of  all people through faith in 
Jesus Christ. We are a Safe Sanctuary congrega-
tion. New Beginnings Church invites you to 
worship with us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. 
Nursery and children’s church is provided. Our 
congregation meets at Riverside Chapel, 630 S. 
Union St., next to the Rescue Fire Company. 

Sunday School for all ages is at 9 a.m. 
We are handicap accessible via 

ramp at back door. For additional 
church information call 717-
944-9595. For security purposes 
our back and side doors will be 
locked every Sunday morning at 
10:30 a.m. at the start of  worship. 
The only door for entry after that 
will be the front door.

 Sundays: Youth Fellowship 
meets every Sunday evening 
from 5 to 7 p.m. 

 Mondays: Men meet every 
Monday morning for prayer 
at 6 a.m. Community men are 
welcome; Sociable Seniors group 
meets the 1st and 3rd Mondays 
from 1 to 3 p.m. All are welcome.

 Wednesdays: Craft Group 
meets at 1 p.m.; Choir practice at 
6:30 p.m.

  Thursdays: Blanket makers 
meet the 1st and 3rd Thursdays 
of  the month at 9 a.m.; Interces-
sory Prayer meets at 6 p.m., fol-
lowed by Bible Study at 7 p.m.

 Saturdays: We clean the 
Middletown Food Bank the 3rd 
Saturday every other month. The 
community is invited to partici-
pate in these important areas of  
our church life.

 Bible study on the movie “The 
Shack”, taught by Pam Eberly, 
will be Monday’s at 10:30 a.m. 
The public is welcome.

 Ushers for May: Paula and 
John Bidoli, Mary Mulka and 
Earl Peters. Children’s church 
leaders for May 6: Carol Helman 

and Terri O’Donnell.
 Middletown’s Care-A-Van, 

that transports senior citizens to 
appointments and shopping, is 
in need of  drivers. If  you are 75 
years old or under and would like 
to volunteer a half  day a month 
or more call 717-743-0788 for 
information.

Our prayer garden in the rear 
of  the yard has an 8-foot cross 
made out of  nails and is illumi-
nated at night.  From spring to 
winter benches are provided to 
use to meditate or just enjoy the 
beauty and quietness along the 
Swatara Creek.

 Pastor Britt writes a daily 
devotional on the Facebook page 
“Pastor Britt Strohecker.” In ad-
dition, he posts a pod cast of  Bi-
ble study many days on Facebook 
via YouTube. We invite everyone 
to tune him in for inspiration for 
their day.

 Our Sunday worship service 
is broadcast on the MAHS radio 
station, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. 
every Sunday afternoon. Listen 
on the radio or the Internet at 
www.pennlive.com/wmss/audio. 
Check us out on our website at 
www.newbeginningschurchmid-
dletownpa.com.

 Pastor Britt’s parting words 
each Sunday: “Nothing in this 
world is more important than the 
love of  Jesus Christ!” We invite 
you to come and experience this 
love.

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
The Presbyterian Congregation is located at 290 
N. Union St. in downtown Middletown. We are a 
body of  Christian people who reach out to others 
by sharing God’s Word, love, and fellowship. 
Warm greetings to one and all as we seek to grow 
closer to our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Thurs., May 
3: 6:30 p.m., 
Bells; 7:15 
p.m., Choir.

 Sun., May 6: Communion.
 You are invited on Sundays 

from 9:15-10:15 a.m. in Fellowship 
Hall for our Adult Forum, an 
opportunity to learn more about 
the Bible and issues of  concern 
to Christians! All are welcome as 
we study the Bible and reflect on 
how the scriptures can inform 
and inspire us to “walk the talk” 
in our daily lives and to be re-
sponsible and faithful Christians 
as we confront the critical issues 
of  our time.

 Please join us on Sunday, 
May 6 at 10:30 a.m. as our guest 
Pastor Bruce Humphrey leads 

us in worship. Our sanctuary is 
air-conditioned and handicapped 
accessible, and there are also 
hearing devices for anyone want-
ing to use one. Nursery is avail-
able during the service, as well as 
Bible Listening bags for children 
to utilize during the service. Do 
join us! 

 Our electronic newsletter can 
be accessed anytime at www.pc-
mdt.org...click on “resources”…
click on “newsletter.” (These 
are PDF files should open with 
Adobe Acrobat). For further in-
formation, see our website www.
pcmdt.org, visit our Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/Pres-
byterianCongregation), or call 
the office.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring & Union 
Streets (121 N. Spring St), Middletown is a 
Reconciling In Christ Church. Please join us for 
worship. Our worship times are: Sunday morn-
ing worship at 10 a.m. Sunday Church School for 
all ages begins at 9 a.m.; Wednesday morning at 
10 a.m.; Saturday evening at 5 p.m. Please enter 
the church through the parking lot door. Our 
Sunday worship service is broadcast at 11 a.m. on 
WMSS 91.1FM.

Church and Community 
Events:

 Sat., May 5: 5 p.m., Holy Com-
munion – Good Shepherd Chapel.

 Sun., May 6: 9 a.m., Luther 
Hall Sunday (Sunday school). 
Jeannie Dunaway will talk about 
Biblical plants, herbs and flow-
ers. Everyone is welcome; 10 
a.m., Worship, Holy Communion 
– Sanctuary

 Save The Date: 
 Family Fun Day, sponsored by 

Dauphin County. Hosted by St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church. A fun 
day for families at Hoffer Park, 
Sat., May 12 from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. Enjoy free food, games and 
crafts.

 Food Pantry News: Especially 
needed are personal care/toiletry 
items: toilet tissue, deodorants, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, sham-
poos, conditioners, cotton swabs, 
tissues, soap, paper towels, etc. 

Items collected are taken to the 
Middletown Area Interfaith Food 
Pantry located at 201 Wyoming 
Street, Royalton. Individuals may 
also take items directly to the 
food pantry, which is open Tues-
days and Fridays, from 10 a.m. to 
12:30 pm. The Community Action 
Commission office is open Tues-
days and Fridays, from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m., at the same location. Food 
Pantry Sunday is May 6 (the first 
Sunday of  each month).

 Visit our website at www.stpe-
tersmiddletown.org.

 Check us out on Facebook - St. 
Peter’s Lutheran Church Middle-
town, PA. Go ahead “like” our 
Facebook page. Remember, if  you 
“Like” and “Follow” us on Face-
book when there are new “posts” 
you will be notified. Thanks.

 Scripture for May 6: Acts 10:44-
48; Psalm 98; 1 John 5:1-6; John 
15:9-17.

Be A Good Neighbor. 
Give To Your Local Food Pantry. 

Call 717-944-4322

Average retail gasoline prices 
in Harrisburg rose 3.6 cents per 
gallon last week, averaging $2.95 
a gallon Sunday, according to 
GasBuddy’s daily survey of  241 
gas outlets in Harrisburg. 

This compares with the na-
tional average that increased 4.3 
cents per gallon to $2.81. 

Including the change in gas 
prices in Harrisburg during the 
past week, prices Sunday were 
39 cents per gallon higher than 
the same day one year ago and 
are 11.7 cents per gallon higher 
than a month ago. The national 
average has increased 15.2 cents 
per gallon during the last month 
and stands 42.9 cents per gallon 
higher than this day one year ago.

According to GasBuddy his-
torical data, gasoline prices on 
April 30 in Harrisburg have 
ranged widely over the last five 
years: $2.56 a gallon in 2017, $2.34 
a gallon in 2016, $2.68 a gallon in 
2015, $3.74 a gallon in 2014 and 

$3.37 a gallon in 2013.
Areas near Harrisburg and 

their current gas price climate:
Lancaster: $2.96 a gallon, up 2.1 
cents from last week.
Reading: $2.98 a gallon, up 4 cents.
York: $2.95 a gallon, up 1.7 cents.

“The national average is now 
at its highest point since No-
vember 2014 with average gas 
prices advancing in nearly every 
state,” said Patrick DeHaan, 
head of  petroleum analysis for 
GasBuddy. “The only good news 
for motorists? We're nearing a 
turning point in the U.S. Gas 
prices are perhaps just a dime 
away from hitting a peak for 
the short-term, pending OPEC’s 
meeting in June. With refineries 
well positioned for the summer 
months, we look for some relief  
by mid-June, but do expect this 
summer to remain one of  the 
priciest in the last few as average 
prices climb close to the psycho-
logical $3 per gallon barrier.”
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ARIES March 21-April 20
Aries, take a step back and 
analyze your current situa-
tion before making any other 
moves. You may be barking up 
the wrong tree, and you will 
need a new approach.

TAURUS April 21-May 21
Taurus, there may be many 
things you wish to say to 
someone special, but you just 
do not know how to find the 
words. You can convey much 
more through actions.

GEMINI May 22-June 21
Gemini, if you have your hand 
in three or more projects, you 
may need to step back. It’s 
hard to devote your full atten-

tion to each task when you’re 
juggling so much at once.
CANCER June 22-July 22
It is good to have a sense of 
humor. You may need extra 
patience at work. When times 
get tough, surround yourself 
with lighthearted people. 
LEO July 23-Aug. 23
You may have to take some-
one’s word on something or 
put your ultimate trust in an 
individual. It may be challeng-
ing, but let down your guard.
VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22
You need to find firm footing in 
your career, Virgo; otherwise, 
you may suffer from lack of 
direction. Start putting out 

feelers and begin networking.
LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23
Don’t underestimate your abili-
ties, Libra. As a general people-
pleaser, you have the ability to 
smooth over many situations 
with a calming word.  
SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22
It’s in your nature to want 
to get to the root of every prob-
lem and find answers to all the 
puzzles. This can be tiring, but 
when you’re determined, it’s 
essential. 
SAGITTARIUS  
Nov. 23-Dec. 21
Various factors may be cloud-
ing your decision-making skills. 
If you’re not sure what to do, 

trust someone else who has 
always supported you.
CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
Finances have been drawing 
your attention in your life a lot 
lately. Pay attention to subtle 
clues to get assets in order.
AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18
Swimming against the tide will 
only tire you out, Aquarius. If 
the battle isn’t worth waging 
on something trivial, just go 
with the flow. Save your energy 
for bigger issues.
PISCES Feb. 19-March 20
There are some very interest-
ing opportunities coming your 
way. Just be sure to grab onto 
them fast.

ACROSS
 1. In bed
 5. Project portfolio 

management
 8. __ Bator: Mongo-

lian capital
12. Roamed
14. Notre Dame leg-

end Parseghian
15. Nothing (Spanish)
16. Not level
18. Self-contained 

aircraft unit
19. Baseball broad-

caster Caray
20. __ Tomei, actress
21. “The Raven” 

writer
22. Bathrooms
23. Skilled inventors
26. Forcefully silence
30. Remove
31. The arrival of 

daylight
32. Split lentils
33. “Walking Dead” 

actress

34. A lazy person
39. Doctors’ group
42. Crooks
44. Fragrant essential 

oil
46. Conjured
47. One who predicts
49. Scarlett’s home
50. Television net-

work
51. Something com-

parable to another
56. What a thespian 

does
57. Word element 

meaning life
58. Italian island
59. “King of Queens” 

actress Remini
60. Jogged
61. Norse gods
62. Lazily
63. Midway between 

northeast and east
64. Hindu queen

 

DOWN
 1. Top Rank boxing 

promoter
 2. __ fide (Latin)
 3. At all times
 4. Hindu female deity
 5. Tufts of hairs on 

plant seeds
 6. Edited
 7. Portuguese archi-

pelago
 8. Your parents’ 

brothers
 9. Pakistani city
10. Farewell
11. Short sleep ses-

sions
13. Remove salt
17. Drug officers
24. One and only
25. The Golden State
26. Fabric baby car-

rier (abbr.)
27. Quid pro __
28. New England 

research university
29. Baseball pitcher’s 

stat
35. Western India 

island
36. __ Angeles
37. Midway between 

east and southeast
38. British singer 

Stewart
40. Suggesting the 

horror of death and 
decay

41. Riding horse
42. Where wrestlers 

work
43. Regions
44. Of a main artery
45. Not classy
47. Competed against
48. Biscuit-like cake
49. Large ankle bones
52. Computer com-

pany
53. “Friends” actress 

Kudrow
54. “Chocolat” ac-

tress Lena
55. Brain folds
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Construction 
word search

Baseboard
Batten
Beam
Bow
Bridging
Cabinet
Casement

Cathedral
Ceiling
Chair rail
Coffered
Dormer
Drywall
Eaves
Electrical
Elevation
Fascia

Fixtures
Flashing
Footing
Foundation
Gables
Gutters
Joist
Landing
Molding
Plumbing

Roofing
Sheathing
Traditional
Trim
Truss
Walls
Window
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PUZZLES AND HOROSCOPE
SUDOKU  

Guess Who? answer: Will Arnett

Puzzles are a 9-by-9 
grid, broken down into 
nine 3-by-3 boxes. 
Nos. 1 through 9 must 
fill each row, column 
and box. Each number 
can appear only once 
in each row, column 
and box. Figure out the 
order by using the nu-
meric clues provided. 
The more you name, 
the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle.

GUESS WHO? (answer below Word Search)

I am a comic actor born in Toronto on May 4, 1970. 
Class clown behavior got me kicked out of school. 
I gained praise for my work on “Arrested Develop-
ment.” I’ve also voiced movie characters, notably 
Batman in “The Lego Movie.”

Friends and family have cre-
ated a makeshift memorial for a 
brother and sister killed in a car 
accident over the weekend. 

Flowers, crosses, pictures and 
notes are piling up near the Vine 
Street site of  the crash that killed 
36-year-old Eva Carlson and her 
29-year-old brother, Richard 
Lawson Jr. 

“She was a really sweet friend 
to everyone,” said a friend of  
Carlson’s who visited the accident 
scene. “She always had a hug for 
everyone.” 

The friend said those who knew 
the siblings are meeting at the site, 
sharing memories and comforting 
one another. 

The scene is not far from Carl-
son’s Schoolhouse Road home, 
where she lived with her husband 
and their son. She worked at J&J 
Pizza in Middletown for several 
years. 

Lawson, a self-employed fence 
installer, lived on Ann Street, 
Middletown, with his parents. 

The pair died at the scene of  
the one-car crash early Saturday, 
April 24. State Police said Carlson 
was driving a 1978 Oldsmobile 
north on Vine Street in Lon-
donderry Township at 12:41 a.m. 

Just north of  the state Route 283 
interchange, Carlson lost control 
of  the vehicle and began sliding 
sideways, police said. The car 
traveled across the center concrete 
median and into the southbound 
lanes of  Vine Street, police said, 
and went airborne over the west 
berm. 

Police said the car came down in 
a grassy area but continued to trav-
el in a westerly direction, striking 
a tree with its rear bumper. It 
continued moving west, striking 
another tree on the passenger side 
of  the vehicle, police reported. The 

car then spun around and stopped, 
police said. 

Carlson and Lawson were pro-
nounced dead at the scene by the 

Dauphin County coroner. Neither 
was wearing a seat belt, police said. 

The accident is under investiga-
tion, but State Police spokesman 

Trooper Robert Trostle said speed 
was a factor in the crash. 

The roadway was dry at the time, 
he noted.

Other headlines
• Over $1,000 taken from 

business in Lower Swatara
• Board OKs modular class-

rooms

News from the Wednesday, April 28, 1999, edition of  the Press & Journal

Colorado tragedy prompts local review of school district safety

Flowers for Eva Carlson and Richard Lawson Jr. line the accident site.

Just how secure are the build-
ings of  the Middletown Area 
School District? 

The question could be heard 
as often here as in any area of  
the country, probably, after last 
week’s rampage by two students 
in the Littleton, Colorado, high 
school that left 15 people dead. 

Here, the question of  security 
brought a quick and positive re-
sponse from Lower Swatara Police 
Chief  Richard Malwitz, whose ter-
ritory includes Middletown Area 
High School. 

“There are pages and pages 
of  state requirements for school 
security, but the school people go 

way above and beyond that here,” 
he declared. “We have an excel-
lent, really outstanding, working 
relationship. We meaning myself  
and some of  my officers, plus 
Chief  [Keith] Reismiller and his 
men — sit in on their staff meet-
ings when security is discussed. 
We learn about what they’re doing 
and sometimes offer suggestions 
they might implement.”

School administrators got a 
first-hand look at the results of  
that cooperation just about one 
year ago. In an incident that 
was not publicized at the time, 
a student at the high school was 
arrested moments after adminis-

trators called for Malwitz’s help 
in a threatening situation. 

“The response was immediate,” 
was the way MAHS principal Den-
nis Iezzi put it.

He agreed, too, with Malwitz’s 
assessment that there is no pos-
sible way to create “a totally secure 
school, short of  locking the build-
ings completely and making them 
prisons, which no one wants.”

But while Middletown’s schools 
are not locked completely, they 
come closer to that than is true in 
many other districts.

According to Russ Eppinger, 
principal at Feaser Middle School, 
building entrances are locked, 

with the exception of  the main 
door closest to the main office, as 
soon as classes begin for the day.

“It’s probably true that very 
little is impossible,” Eppinger 
said. “But let’s say it would be 
very difficult for anyone to come 
in that door without being seen by 
someone in the office. The door’s 
right in front of  us.”

However, the perpetrators of  
school violence — including those 
in Colorado last week — have been 
students. It would be normal for 
them to enter a school. 

Eppinger agreed with that, but 
said there are dress codes and 
other regulations that would make 

the concealment of  weapons dif-
ficult here.

“For instance, we do not allow 
coats to be worn inside the school,” 
he said. “And no book bags may 
be carried inside, either. Those 
must be in the lockers. You don’t 
know what’s in a book bag. I’ve 
had parents call me and ask if  I 
really mean that their kid can’t 
carry his or her book bag inside, 
and I tell them, ‘Not unless your 
child has a broken arm.’ There’s no 
such thing as a guarantee of  safety, 
but there’s a lot you can do in a 
preventive way. Then, if  anything 
happens, you just have to hope you 
make the right decisions.” 

Crash scene becomes 
memorial; brother and 
sister killed in accident

Robert C. Forsyth, 84, of  East 
Roosevelt Avenue, Middletown, 
passed away Monday, April 
26, in the Community General 
Osteopathic Hospital, Lower 
Paxton Township. 

As photographer for the 
Press & Journal for more 
than 20 years, Forsyth, known 
as “Photo 1,” was a fixture at 
practically every social func-
tion, service club meeting, high 
school sporting event, fire and 
car accident in the area. 

“Last-minute assignments, 
phone calls in the wee hours 
of  the morning rain or shine 
were all part of  Bob’s assign-
ment sheets,” said Joe Sukle, 
publisher of  the Press & Jour-
nal. “Bob’s photos were com-
munity journalism pure and 
simple — nothing flashy — just 
a chronicle of  the happenings 
of  small-town America. It’s a 
shame there isn’t a type of  Pu-
litzer Prize for the photographs 
Bob turned in, week in and 
week out. He would have been 
a consistent winner.” 

Forsyth was a retired em-
ployee of  the former New 
Cumberland Army Depot. He 
was a member of  First Church 
Of  God, Prince Edwin Lodge 
F&AM, former Scoutmaster for 
Troop 218 and a former coach 
for the Middletown Amateur 
Baseball Association. 

‘Photo 1’ 
chronicled 
Middletown 
happenings 
for decades
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Career and technical educa-
tion and the workforce skills 
gap are taking center stage in 
national policy discussions. In 
Pennsylvania, we’ve been talk-
ing about this issue for years 
and seeking input from employ-
ers, industry leaders, educators 
and economic experts about the 
best way to move forward. 

This week, the House is poised 
to take action to promote career 
and technical education with 
a nine-bill bipartisan package 
seeking to improve CTE oppor-
tunities and enhance science, 
technology, engineering and 
math curriculum.

The package includes mea-
sures to promote public-private 
partnerships; remove barriers 
for career and technical educa-
tors; expand awareness of  train-
ing opportunities and future 
wage-earning potential; increase 
flexibility for innovative second-
ary career and technical pro-
grams; enhance and promote ar-
ticulation agreements; develop 
and maintain a comprehensive 
online career resource center; 
coordinate state-level career 
exploration and workforce devel-
opment opportunities; improve 
local and occupational advisory 
committees; and add teachers to 
the membership of  the Work-
force Development Board.

To grow our economy, we 
must have a diversified work-
force. That means helping inter-
ested students obtain training at 
career and technical schools and 
breaking down negative stigmas 
associated with trade occupa-
tions.

While attending a four-year 
college is the right fit for some 
students, it’s not for others. 
That’s OK, because we need 
skilled workers. The job demand 
is there for students who want 
to pursue technical degrees, and 
we have programs and schools 
in this state to train them. The 
goal is to connect those students 
with available opportunities and 
bridge the skills gap with quality 
training tailored to the jobs of  
today and tomorrow.

We are fortunate to have Dau-
phin County Technical School in 
our region. DCTS serves stu-
dents from throughout the 106th 
District and beyond who are in-
terested in a broad range of  CTE 
programs. At the beginning of  
my term, I had the pleasure of  
touring the school, meeting with 
students, administrators and 
teachers, and seeing the learn-
ing in action. I was so impressed 
with DCTS’s mission and pro-
grams that I agreed to serve on 
its Local Advisory Committee. 
I look forward to working with 
committee members to ensure 
we always have excellent career 
and technical opportunities 
available for our local youth. 

I also had the chance to attend 
the SkillsUSA Pennsylvania 
State Conference in Lebanon. 
More than 1,000 of  the best CTE 
students in the state competed in 
their programs of  study. I thor-
oughly enjoyed the opportunity 
to watch young people, includ-
ing several from our area, using 
their learned skills and abilities 
in such a unique competition.

As a strong advocate for CTE, 
all of  these experiences have 
further motivated me to push for 
improvements and partnerships 
that will strengthen opportuni-
ties for students. The future of  
our local, state and national 
economies depend on having 
highly qualified, job-ready work-
ers, and I’m proud to support the 
latest CTE efforts in the House. 

State Rep. Tom Mehaffie, R-Low-
er Swatara Township, represents 
the 106th House District. Reach 
him at 717-534-1323 or tmehaff-
ie@pahousegop.com.

Promoting 
career, tech 
education a 
key to future

EDITORIALVIEWS

Outdoor bar seating: Think this through
For many people, there is some-

thing about consuming an adult 
beverage outdoors, on a pleasant 
summer evening, that makes it taste 
just a little bit better.

We get that.
But we want to pump the brakes 

for a moment as the Middletown 
Borough Council looks at Tattered 
Flag Brewery & Still Works’ request 
for permission to provide outdoor 
seating. 

It is looking for seats for up to 26 
customers at eight tables in front of  
its home in the former Elks Build-
ing at South Union and West Emaus 
streets.

Is this a good idea, not just for 
businesses but for the residents of  
the borough? Will there be safety 
concerns? Noise concerns? Litter 
concerns?

This is not just a matter of  OK’ing 
a few outdoor seats for Tattered 
Flag. Borough laws would need to be 
changed. Mayor James H. Curry III 
noted during a recent council meet-
ing that the open container ordi-
nance as written does not permit the 
seating it has requested.

The ordinance “has been talked 
about and debated for years. I can 
promise that Tattered Flag is not 
the only business in this town that 
will want that. We are going to have 
many of  these requests,” the mayor 
said.

Indeed, in 2007, the former Guido 

McNeal’s wanted outdoor seating at 
its restaurant just off the square at 
Main and Union streets.

The borough police chief  told 
Guido’s owner Steve Wian he would 
be violating the open container 
ordinance, putting the end to the 
outdoor seating, Wian told the Press 
& Journal in September 2016.

We agree with Curry that any 
changes would not only affect Tat-
tered Flag, but all borough estab-
lishments that have the type of  
liquor license that the Tattered Flag 
has, such as Hops and Barley (on the 
site of  what was Guido’s), the Black 
Horse Tavern, the Hop Yard and 
more.

Clearly, outdoor seating is the 
norm in other parts of  the country 
and even the region, such as in Har-
risburg and Lancaster.

But many of  Middletown’s bars 
and taverns abut residential areas. 
That adds a different level to the 
discussion.

In theory, we aren’t opposed to 
outdoor seating. But we believe it 
must be properly vetted. In this case, 
we think that vetting might need to 
take an extra level. 

While Tattered Flag is not the 
only establishment that could ben-
efit from outdoor seating, it is in a 
unique position. 

The borough has a vested inter-
est as Tattered Flag was “financed” 
by the borough’s Industrial and 

Commercial Development Author-
ity, according to a copy of  Tattered 
Flag CEO Pat Devlin’s presentation 
to council provided to the Press & 
Journal.

The ICDA in 2015 loaned Tat-
tered Flag $1.5 million to help the 
fledgling business renovate the Elks 
Building into the brewery, brew-pub 
and still works. 

Of  the loan, $400,000 went for 
Tattered Flag’s purchase of  the Elks 
Building, which at the time was 
owned by the ICDA. The authority 
still owns the Elks Theatre along 
West Emaus Street. 

The duration of  the loan is 25 
years, at 4 percent interest. Tattered 
Flag pays the borough $7,917.56 a 
month.

Tattered Flag has been fully open 
to the public since the end of  2016.

The Tattered Flag presentation 
says that owners “are open to any 
recommendations from the council 
to move forward quickly with this 
plan in preparation for the summer 
season,” and Devlin said Tattered 
Flag is ready to offer open seating as 
soon as possible pending approvals 
from the borough and the Pennsyl-
vania Liquor Control Board, which 
must provide separate state approv-
al on open seating.

Council President Damon Suglia 
said after the meeting he is “all for” 
the Tattered Flag request for open 
seating and that the issue will not be 

placed “on the back burner,” given 
that warm weather is fast approach-
ing.

Here is where we want to see care 
taken.

For years to come, the ramifi-
cations of  council’s decision will 
reverberate throughout our town’s 
business and residential communi-
ties. Reaching a decision should 
be deliberate and not be pushed 
through just because summer is 
coming. Tattered Flag could have 
brought this before council earlier 
in the year. 

Because of  the relationship 
between the borough and Tattered 
Flag — and the fact that the borough 
has a vested interest in seeing it 
succeed — we believe the matter of  
outdoor seating at bars and taverns 
in the borough deserves a well-pub-
licized public hearing. 

We recognize that a change would 
allow all of  them, and not just 
Tattered Flag, to potentially have 
outdoor seating. 

But a public hearing on the mat-
ter would eliminate any hint of  
favoritism.

We urge council to take its time 
and think this through. We are not 
opposed to outdoor seating, but we 
are opposed to moving too quickly 
just to have something in place by 
this summer. If  it doesn’t get done 
for many months, there are many 
summers ahead.

Truth vs. trolling: finding a balance

I’ve never been to the website Reddit, 
but if  I were to visit, I can’t imagine my 
stay would be enlightening, let alone 
comfortable.

I gathered as much from a recent 
profile of  the “front page of  the Internet” 
published in The New Yorker. No more 
sophisticated than a 1990s-era chat room 
and notoriously known as a haven for 
bestiality and minor pornography, Reddit 
is, as writer Andrew Marantz describes 
it, “proudly untamed, one of  the last In-
ternet giants to resist homogeneity.”

But, unlike the Hobbesian state of  
nature it prides itself  on embodying, 
there is plenty of  homogeneity to Reddit, 
mainly in the form of  ever-increasing 
censorship. A small revolt is forming 
after CEO Steve Huffman responded to 
public pressure last fall by banning hate 
groups, including explicitly pro-Nazi and 
racist “subreddits.”

The banned iconoclasts were quick to 
decry the curbing of  free speech. Like 
others who have protested the clamping 
down on distasteful expression on other 
social media platforms, their cries go un-
heard. Employees of  Twitter, the chat app 
frequented by those rattled by attention-
deficit disorder, were recently exposed 
for deliberately suppressing conservative 
users. YouTube, that democratic plat-
form for aspiring auteurs, has a habit 
of  demonetizing right-wing voices, most 
notably the Trump-supporting sisterly 
duo Diamond and Silk.

Then there’s the big daddy of  them all, 
Facebook. Widely blamed for throwing 
the 2016 presidential election to Donald 
Trump because of  a few troll farms in 
remote shtetls, Mark Zuckerberg’s social 
leviathan has been maligned to the point 
of  having a worse public reputation than 
Goebbels. Zuckerberg has responded 
just as any frail tech genius would under 
severe public censure: by conceding to 
the call for censorship. Facebook’s crack-
down on news generation has put an even 
tighter squeeze on an industry already 
gasping in a vice-grip. 

Amidst this Internet-wide dragnet, 
many on the political right have ex-
pressed concern that social media is 
infringing upon the right of  free speech 
on its platforms. 

It’s not that a small group of  conserva-
tives is being deprived of  the ability to 
actually use Facebook and YouTube, but, 
rather, that an unequal standard is being 
applied. 

Like Homer Plessy objecting to racially 

segregated rail cars, they argue a “sepa-
rate but equal” doctrine is being unjustly 
enforced. Liberals with unorthodox views 
continue to be able to utilize the full 
functionality of  these digital daises, while 
right-of-center commentators are stashed 
behind restrictive age controls or are 
relegated to unsearchable pockets tucked 
deep away on site. 

Some more prominent conservative 
thinkers are not disturbed by this trend. 
Radio host Glenn Beck famously defend-
ed Facebook as a private company that 
should be able to determine the content 
on its platform. Libertarians reflexively 
agree with this sentiment, asserting the 
unquestioned right of  business to be 
business.

That argument may hold for some-
one’s jerry-built hagiographical Hitler 
blog. But when a private citizen is able 
to employ one social platform to reach 
the White House, or a single company, 
so bloated by its endless reach, absorbs 
an entire industry like the blob, such as 
Facebook has done with digital publish-
ing, public care is warranted. 

So what, then, should be done about 
large social media companies creating 
an uneven public square that everyone is 
supposed to have equal footing on? Before 
answering that question, it should be 
asked: what is the purpose of  speech, and 
what function does it play in a flourishing 
society?

Baruch Spinoza was one of  the first 
philosophers to seriously defend free 
speech, attesting that any government 
that tried to stifle open and vigorous 
thought was the epitome of  despotism. 
He wrote: “The most tyrannical govern-
ment will be one where the individual 
is denied the freedom to express and to 
communicate to others what he thinks, 
and a moderate government is one where 
this freedom is granted to every man.”

At the time, Spinoza was reacting to his 
exile from a Portuguese-Jewish congre-
gation in Amsterdam. Jewish authorities 
had issued a herem — an order of  exclu-
sion — after Spinoza questioned God’s 
divinity within the Hebrew Bible. 

Credit where credit is due: It takes a lot 
of  gall to demand a religious sect accept 
you after you insult their deity. Such im-
prudence likely made Spinoza one of  the 
first bratty, self-righteous cousins who, 
every Thanksgiving, interrupts every 
conservative family member with an 
obnoxious, elongated, “Well, actually...”

Spinoza’s impolitic behavior shows the 
limits of  free speech absolutism. Soci-
ologist Philip Rieff defined culture as a 
series of  “thou shalt nots.” Any reason-
able society imposes rational limits on 
certain rights. Even within the realm 
of  government, the First Amendment 
doesn’t protect all expression. You can’t 

mail your local DMV clerks threatening 
letters about how you wish to pull their 
fingernails out one by one for making 
you miss half  a day at work waiting to get 
your car retitled.

“Freedom of  speech is not a first-
order good; it exists only to facilitate the 
flourishing of  the society along the lines 
established by those principles,” Mat-
thew Walther writes. Speech, thought 
and expression are valued not for them-
selves, but for what they contribute to the 
overall good.

In that sense, perhaps social media 
giants should be held to account if  found 
they are unfairly discriminating against 
certain political views. Silicon Valley 
already despises the Republican Party; 
it’s not like there would be any love lost if  
President Donald Trump imposed some 
form of  the fairness doctrine the FCC 
used to uphold for cable news and politi-
cal talk radio.

But perhaps the best way to go about 
the issue of  speech and its limits is to 
take the approach Father Richard John 
Neuhaus took to fomenting dialogue 
in his own ecumenical journal “First 
Things.” Neuhaus referred to himself  as 
a “liberal” because he used liberal means 
— that is, open and respectable discus-
sion — to reach conservative ends.

When a conservative is banned on 
Twitter, first find out why. Is it because 
he or she led an online mob against an 
actress? Or is it because they questioned 
the beliefs of  someone else, earnestly in 
good faith? The same goes for speakers 
invited to college campuses. Yes, many 
university students are ill-tempered, 
unlearned children who are too used to 
getting their way. But when someone like 
Richard Spencer, a snotty, racist provoca-
teur with a bad haircut, is given a veto to 
voicing his white separatist beliefs, let’s 
just say I’m not pulled to join the ram-
parts of  willing warriors for free expres-
sion.

Where speech demands defending is 
when someone like Dr. John McAdams, 
former professor at Marquette Univer-
sity, is fired for defending the right of  
a student to speak approvingly of  the 
Christian understanding of  marriage. 
Or when a proven scholar like Charles 
Murray is violently chased out of  his own 
lecture on a liberal arts campus.

We can tell the difference between hon-
est exploration of  truth and purposeless 
trolling. So why not use our perception 
more often? There is middle ground to be 
found somewhere between blanket bans, 
communicative anarchy, and arbitrary 
prohibition. Let’s find it.

James E. Miller, a native of  Middletown, 
works as a digital marketer in Northern 
Virginia.
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Is the plumbing working right 
related to the pipes of  Pennsyl-
vania democracy? 

It took awhile (three election 
cycles, 2012, 2014 and 2016) to 
show the evidence of  a legal 
term called “entrenchment.” 
However, the courts found it.  
Pennsylvania truly is one of  the 
worst gerrymandered states in 
the United States.

I attended two public meetings 
in March and listened, in each, 
to three citizen commissioners 
from a state where an indepen-
dent citizens commission is 
successfully drawing the voting 
boundaries.

I spoke with two of  the citizen 
commissioners (a Republi-
can and an independent) and 
learned of  the transformative  
nature of  that commission and 
its work.

Our state Senate (Mr. Mike 
Folmer) and House (Mr. Tom 
Mehaffie) need to act before July 
1 in support of  an independent 
citizens commission to draw 
voting boundaries or we will 
continue to have three to five 
Pennsylvania politicians de-
termining the gerrymandered 
voting boundaries for a decade 
(2020 to 2030).

Someone is always not going 
to like a map however a map 
drawn by motivated citizens is 
my preference to a map drawn 
by a group of  politicians.

Don Hossler
Middletown

Let citizens 
help draw 
district 
boundaries

U.S. Senate
Sen. Pat Toomey: 248 Russell Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington, 
D.C. 20510, 202-224-4254. www.
toomey.senate.gov.
Sen. Bob Casey: 393 Russell Senate 
Office Building, Washington, 
D.C. 20510, 202- 224-6324 or 866-
802-2833. www.casey.senate.gov.
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Mrakovich’s brother wouldn’t be 
the one to become a race car driver 
— it would be Tony. 

Years later, when Mrakovich’s 
brother quit racing and Mrakov-
ich was still going strong, Shane 
asked his father what he saw in 
Mrakovich. 

Tony, Shane recalled his father 
saying, was very calm, which is 
essential to racing.

Shane continues to see his cool 
head as Mrakovich has moved into 
the professional circuits. Whether 
his car gets a flat tire or the engine 
overheats, Shane said Mrakovich 
always stays calm.

“By having a steady head, he’s 
ended up having great finishes,” 
Shane said. “My dad, boy, was he 
spot on.”

Shane said Mrakovich was al-
ways anxious to get back on the 
track. He would tell people that 
he wanted to go professional, and 
people would scoff. 

Racing, Mrakovich said, is very 
competitive.

“And then you get sucked into it 
because now you want to do well,” 
Mrakovich said.

The thought of  racing profes-
sionally comes at a different point 
for every racer.

“For me, I’ve always dreamed of  
doing it from the very beginning,” 
Mrakovich said.

As a child, he liked walking 
around the racetrack and being 
viewed as a driver. 

It gets hard as a teen, Mrakovich 
said.

“Most of  your friends are doing 
other things, and you have to be 
away all the time,” he said. “It’s a 
huge sacrifice for the risk of  it not 
working out.”

Mrakovich had tough seasons 
when he was younger and he 
wasn’t as competitive. When he 
was 13, Mrakovich made a goal 
for himself  — win four races. If  
he accomplished that, Mrakovich 
said that would be a sign to keep 
racing.

“It was awhile since I had won 
a race,” he said.

That season, he ended up win-
ning exactly four races. 

Racing is all about networking, 
Mrakovich said. He met veteran 
professional driver Carl Long. 
Around Christmas 2016, Mrakov-
ich was talking to Long on social 
media. 

Long invited him to test for the 
ARCA series that January. ARCA 
is another stock car racing series.

In his four ARCA starts, Mra-
kovich recorded two top 10s, in 
Salem and Nashville. His ARCA 
cars were owned by former NAS-
CAR driver Ken Schrader.

Competing in that series then 
helped connect him to some people 
in NASCAR and his father’s shop 
linked him to potential sponsors. 

Networking, he said, helps 
opens doors, but then drivers have 
to prove themselves to keep those 
doors open. 

“It’s so hard to break out of  the 
Pennsylvania boundaries just 
being a regular dirt track racer 
to making it to a career. I guess 
you could say I’ve been praying 
and hoping for that moment for a 
long time and it came through,” 
Mrakovich said. 

Mrakovich keeps a rigorous 
practice schedule, especially dur-
ing the season. 

Three days a week, Mrakovich 
runs and rides a bike. Before a 
race, he spends hours in a race 
simulator in North Carolina, 
which he said helps him work on 
staying focused during races and 
hone his reactions. 

Does Mrakovich get claustro-
phobic inside the car? The inside of  
a car can get really hot, Mrakovich 
said, adding that he works to stay 

calm behind the wheel. With the 
safety measures inside the vehicle, 
Mrakovich said the car can un-
dergo significant impact and the 
driver won’t feel a thing. 

Mrakovich knows he probably 
should have a plan B. He said his 
mother was worried, too. Racing, 
he said, takes up a lot of  time, 
making it hard to dedicate time 
for a backup plan.

During his junior and senior 
year of  high school, Mrakovich 
attended Lancaster County Career 
and Technical Training to study 
auto mechanics, which he said 
helped him out while racing and 
to be able to put something on his 
resume.

In the meantime, whenever 
Mrakovich isn’t racing, he’s help-
ing his dad at the store. Custom-
ers come and see him behind the 
counter, and think it’s his brother 
in the car, Shane said. 

“They can’t believe that some-
one they see on TV or stock car 
racing would be waiting on them,” 
Shane said. “He’s the blue-collar 
race car driver.”

runs in the bottom of  the first 
inning, 1 in the third and 3 more 
in the home half  of  the fourth 
to slip ahead on the scoreboard 
after their guests had taken a 4-2 
lead after 2 ½ innings. The Blue 
Raiders added another run in the 
bottom of the fifth, accounting for 
the final 7-4 score. 

In the top of  the opening frame, 
Middletown starting pitcher 
Scott Ash struggled a bit as the 
Spartans scored three times 
against him. A hit batsman and 
three singles produced the runs 
for the visitors. 

The Raiders picked up a pair of  
runs in the bottom of  the frame 
to cut into the lead. David Alcock 
led off with a single, stole second 
and went to third on a sacrifice 
fly by Avery Williams. Alcock 
came home on another sac fly, 
this one by Adam Kell. With the 
bases empty and two outs, Jacoby, 
Cam Peters and Schopf hit infield 
singles with Schopf’s knocking in 
Jacoby for Middletown’s second 
run. Spartan pitcher Richard 
Coleman prevented further dam-
age with a pop out. 

Ash gained control of  his pitch-
es in the second inning, setting 
down the Spartans in order on 
a groundout and two strikeouts. 
Ash then led off the bottom of  the 
inning with an infield single but 
was left stranded. 

With two outs in the top of  the 
third, the Spartans picked up 
another run when Tykee Branch-
Hamilton scored on a wild pitch 
after leading off with a single. 
Down 4-3 in the home half  of  
the third, the Blue Raiders cut 
the lead to 4-3. Adam Kell and 
Jacoby hit back-to-back singles 
to lead it off and Kell scored on a 
bloop single by Schopf  with one 

out. But Coleman pitched his way 
out of  trouble to limit the Raiders 
to the single run. 

Ash faced just three batters in 
the top of  the fourth to keep the 
score unchanged. With one out 
and a runner on first via a walk, 
Rasheed McCrae lined out to 
third and the runner was doubled 
off first for a double play to end the 
Spartans at bat. The Middletown 
offense followed with a 3-run 
fourth to take over the lead. 

Dom Barilla led off with a base 
on balls and Alcock was safe on an 
error, but Barilla was forced out 
at second. After stealing second 
and reaching third on an error, 
Alcock scored on a RBI single by 
Williams that tied the score at 4-4. 
With two outs Peters stroked a 
run scoring single off new pitcher 
Branch-Hamilton to plate Kell, 
and Jacoby scored on an error 
on the throw home to push the 
Middletown lead to 6-4. 

Ash had another 1-2-3 inning in 
the top of  the fifth, getting a pair 

of  groundouts and a strikeout. In 
the home half, Barilla was safe 
on an error with one out and 
was replaced on base by courtesy 
runner Aaron McDevitt. 

Following a walk to Alcock, 
both runners moved up on a dou-
ble steal and Williams followed 
with a run-scoring single off  
Milton Hershey’s third pitcher, 
Julien Leister, who got out of  
the inning with a popout and 
groundout. 

In the top of  the sixth, with his 
team leading 7-4, Ash gave up a 
leadoff walk but got three straight 
outs on his seventh and eighth 
strikeouts and a groundout. And, 
after the Blue Raiders went score-
less in the bottom of  the sixth, 
Kell took over on the mound in 
relief  of  Ash in the top of  the 
seventh. Kell recorded a pair of  
strikeouts around a groundout to 
first to lock down the win. 

The Blue Raiders recorded 
10 hits in the game, all of  them 
singles. 

DRIVER: Mrakovich is 24th in first Xfinity race
From page B1

PHOTO COURTESY OF ROB ALCOCK

Tim Wagner takes a swing in Thursday’s loss against Northern York.

BASEBALL: Blue Raiders fall to Northern York
From page B1

The Penn State Harrisburg 
softball team lost its first two 
games in its first-ever Capital 
Athletic Conference tournament 
appearance, losing to Christo-
pher Newport and Frostburg 
State to end their season Friday. 

The Lions got a strong effort at 
the plate from Allison Hartman, 

who would record four hits on the 
day including two doubles and a 
homerun. 

Hartman would drive in six 
runs on the day for the Lions.

Christopher Newport, the 
tournament’s No. 1 seed, won 
14-4 in a five-inning game. Allison 
Hartman was the losing pitcher.

The Lions scored first but gave 
up runs in every inning.

Erelle Sowers was 1-for-2 with 
two runs scored and a double.

Frostburg State won 7-3, as 
they jumped out to a 6-0 lead after 
three innings.

Kaylee Simon took the loss for 
Penn State.

PSU softball loses pair in CAC tourney

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Tony Mrakovich participated in a race at Richmond Raceway on April 20. 

Tony Mrakovich races in Bristol, Tennessee, on April 14. 

The Middletown Area High 
School boys tennis team took 
part in the Mid-Penn Conference 
tournament on April 26.

In No. 1 singles, Jacob Spear 
lost to Ehi Jatto of  Susquehanna 
Township, 7-5, 6-3. In No. 2 singles, 
Tommy Lee lost to Alex Landis of  
Camp Hill, 6-0, 6-0.

In No. 3 singles, Donovan Brady 
defeated Noah Shank of James Bu-
chanan, 6-2, 0-6, 6-4, before losing 
to Jake Henry of  East Pennsboro, 
6-3, 6-3.

In No. 1 doubles, Steven Mosher 
and Kyle Shatto lost to Evan Haas 
and Ethan Kesner of  East Penns-
boro, 6-2, 6-0. In No. 2 doubles, Zac 

Purvis and Levi Ettu lost to East 
Pennsboro’s William Demaisip 
and Grant Zemanek, 6-1, 6-2.

Also, in district doubles, Spear 
and Lee lost to Jatto and Jack 
Ferguson of  Susquehanna Town-
ship, 6-4, 6-1.

On Tuesday, April 24, James 
Buchanan beat Middletown, 4-1.

In singles, Tommy Lee of  
Middletown defeated Levi Grove, 
7-5, 7-5. Also in singles, James 
Buchanan winners were Paul 
Dzieciol over Jacob Spear, 6-2, 7-6, 
and Noah Shank over Donovan 
Brady, 6-2, 3-6, 6-2.

In doubles, Jacob Stoner and 
Jacob Troupe beat Steven Mosher 

and Kyle Shatto, 6-2, 6-2, and Dylan 
Poffenberger and Nick Alfred de-
feated Zac Purvis and Levi Ettu, 
6-4, 6-1.

The team might still play a 
makeup match against Trinity, but 
that has not been determined yet.

“We persevered through a very 
tough season due to the weather,” 
coach Lynn Miller said. “We 
improved each match and were 
competitive at the end of  the year. 
The guys never complained about 
gym practices or cold and windy 
conditions. They just went out 
and played as hard as they could. 
I couldn’t have asked for a better 
group of  guys to work with.”

Middletown boys tennis 
competes at Mid-Penns

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DEBBIE SPEAR

Seniors pose with coach Lynn Miller following the East Pennsboro match on Senior Day on April 20: Steven Mosher, 
Tommy Lee, Kyle Shatto, Donovan Brady, Miller, Danny Mercado, Zac Purvis, and Jacob Spear. Not shown is Zeryab 
Ibrahim.

Mon.-Fri. 9-8; Sat. 9-5
Closed Sun.

436 East Main Street (Midtown Plaza) 

(717) 944-1640

May 13, 2018 is Mother’s Day!

Celebrate

Mark & Hall 
Colorblock Tote Bag
$10 OFF REG. $24.95

OFFER VALID THRU 5/13/18.
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR 
ON PAST PURCHASES. TAX NOT INCLUDED.

Mark & Hall Floral 
Tassled Scarves
$5 OFF REG. $14.95

OFFER VALID THRU 5/13/18.
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER 
OR ON PAST PURCHASES. TAX NOT INCLUDED.

Mother’s Day 
Captioned Frames
$5 OFF REG. PRICES VARY

OFFER VALID THRU 5/13/18.
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER 
OR ON PAST PURCHASES. TAX NOT INCLUDED.

Many to 

Choose From!

Willow Tree 
Collection Mother 

Figurines

436 EAST MAIN STREET •  MIDDLETOWN, PA 17057   •   717-944-1640
Monday – Friday 9am – 8pm  •   Saturday 9am – 5pm   •   Sunday – closed

www.MIDDLETOWNRX.com
FAMILY PHARMACY • HALLMARK CARD GIFT SHOP • LOCAL DELIVERY

“WHERE PERSONAL SERVICE COMES FIRST”

Mother’s Day 
Caption Mugs
$995 REG. $12.95

OFFER VALID THRU 5/13/18.
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER 
OR ON PAST PURCHASES. TAX NOT INCLUDED.


	A01_FRONT
	A02 COMMUNITY
	A03 OBITS
	A04 CLASS LEGAL
	A05
	A06_RUNOVER
	B01_06 SPORTS
	B02 EDITORIAL
	B03 CHURCH
	B04 PUZZLES
	B05 VIEWPOINTS

