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By Dan Miller 
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

 Two house fires in Middletown 
within a week is a reminder that 
more home fires occur in the win-
ter than during any other time of  
year, according to the National 
Fire Protection Association.

The most recent fire occurred 
at a two-story single family home 
at Grant and Colfax streets on 
the morning of  Tuesday, Dec. 26. 
No one was home at the time, ac-
cording to Middletown Fire Chief  
Mike Krupilis.

The fire started in the basement 
and extended into the first and sec-
ond floors. The fire caused smoke 
and heat damage to about a third 
of  the residence, Krupilis said. The 
fire is under investigation but the 
cause has not been determined.

The fire at Grant and Colfax 
follows by less than a week a fire 
in a row of  townhouses in the 3100 
block of  Pineford Drive early on 
the morning of  Dec. 20 that re-
sulted in seven people being made 
homeless just before Christmas, 
including three children ages 1 to 3.

The Pineford fire is also being in-
vestigated, and while the cause has 
not been determined it is believed 
that the fire may have started as a 
result of  a problem with a furnace 
in one of  the units.

Despite two blazes within one 
week, Middletown firefighters on 
the whole are not seeing any more 

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

After years of  doing it them-
selves, Middletown is joining 
forces with Lower Swatara Town-
ship in holding National Night 
Out in 2018.

But a big change looms. The 
event might move from Hoffer 
Park to Middletown Area High 
School, at least for 2018, although 
it does not appear that a final 
decision has been made. Lower 
Swatara officials said they are still 
discussing it, but a conversation by 

Middletown officials made it sound 
like MAHS is the likely location.

Held every year on the first 
Tuesday in August, National 
Night Out is one of  the biggest 
community events of  the year in 
Middletown, if  not the biggest. It 
is aimed at strengthening relation-
ships between law enforcement 
and the community.

Under the leadership of  Middle-
town police Officer Gary Rux, 
National Night Out grew to where 
close to 5,000 people showed up 
in 2016. A national organization 
recognized Middletown’s 2016 

National Night Out as one of  the 
best in the country for a town the 
borough’s size.

The event earned a reputation 
as being one of  the better National 
Nights Out in the region. Many 
attended from outside the bor-
ough — including Lower Swatara, 
which had no National Night Out 
of  its own.

In 2017 Rux was promoted to 
detective, and responsibility was 
delegated to Officer Adam Tank-
ersley.

The 2017 version was billed as 
more scaled back, but  the event 

still attracted hundreds of  people.
On Dec. 20, Vice President Dawn 

Knull told the rest of  Middletown 
Borough Council that Lower 
Swatara for the first time has 
agreed to help run the 2018 Na-
tional Night Out.

However, Knull said that Lower 
Swatara wants to move the event 
from Hoffer Park to Middletown 
Area High School, which has more 
room in its parking lot.

Located just outside the borough 
in Lower Swatara, Knull said the 

A new location for National Night Out?
Middletown, Lower Swatara plan to work together; 
event might move to Middletown Area High School
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Lucy Youtz, 5, poses on a Royalton police motorcycle during National Night 
Out last August at Hoffer Park.Please see NNO, page A4

By David Barr
Special to the Press & Journal

As Jamar Neal listened to the 
story “Arthur’s Thanksgiving” 
being read by Kunkel Elementa-
ry School teacher Lianna Houtz 
on Tuesday, Nov. 21, his friend 
Mia was sitting next to him.

Mia calmly laid next to Jamar, 
allowing every now and again for 
a quick scratch or a head rub. 
That might not be appropriate 
activity among two students, but 
this is different.

Mia, a 3 1/2-year-old Golden 
Retriever, is a therapy dog used to 
help students in the Middletown 
Area School District cope with 
stress and anxiety.

Mia is on duty three days a 
week in the district, available 
to enter any building where she 
is needed. 

When on duty but not in use, 
she has a dog-friendly residence 
in the room of  high school 
teacher Lisa O’Connell, who is 
Mia’s handler. 

In O’Connell’s room, Mia has 
a dog bed, food and water dishes, 
and toys. 

Mia’s duties are simple: Be 

there for those who need her and 
provide a comforting presence 
to students, no matter their age 
or issue.

“She makes me feel good, helps 
me calm down,” Jamar said of  
Mia’s presence, adding that since 
Mia had visited them before and 
was familiar with this group of  
students, she would “walk to you 

and let you pet her.”

Taking a cue from Derry
It was a combination of  the 

efforts of  O’Connell and school 
board President Linda Mehaffie 
that brought Mia to Middle-
town. Mehaffie’s husband, Rep. 
Thomas Mehaffie, visited the 
Derry Township School District 

and was introduced to the service 
dog there. That’s how she heard 
about the idea of  having a service 
dog in a school district.

The Derry Township School 
District program served as a 
model for the program that 
O’Connell hoped to bring to Mid-
dletown. O’Connell introduced 
the idea of  bringing Mia into the 
schools to Middletown Superin-
tendent Lori Suski in September 
2016 and finally brought it to the 
school board’s attention last 
spring and was given permission 
to start acclimating her to the 
buildings and students.

Suski said that the board “fully 
supported the idea of  bringing in 
a service dog for MASD.”

“Knowing that Mrs. O’Connell 
has a few dogs that she has 
trained to be service dogs, I ap-
proached her with the request 
to have one of  her dogs become 
the MASD service dog. Mrs. 
O’Connell offered Mia for the 
job. Both the middle and high 
schools are already acquainted 
with having a service dog on 
site because a former student 
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Mia visits with students Nisier Franklin, Jamar Neal, Paul Reiseg, Claudia Hess, and Brittany Garner during class on Tuesday, Nov. 21.

Students enjoying dog days of school

Please see MIA, page A6

Mia helps ease stress during classes in MASD; children can read to her 

Mia is on the receiving end of much love and adulation during her visit to 
Middletown Area High School on Oct. 3.

Pair of 
local fires 
a reminder 
to stay safe

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL  
BY DONALD GRAHAM

A firefighter looks out of a second-
floor window of a house on Grant 
Street while fighting a fire Tuesday, 
Dec. 26.

Please see FIRES, page A6

By Dan Miller
danmiller@pressandjournal.com

The recently settled crema-
tory lawsuit got more attention, 
but another legal battle in Dau-
phin County 
Court could 
affect Mid-
dletown resi-
dents much 
more in the 
long run.

At stake is 
the loss of  up 
to an estimat-
ed $500,000 in 
revenue that 
the borough 
g e t s  e a c h 
year from selling electricity to 
just one industrial customer — the 
Librandi Machine Shop.

Librandi 
lawsuit 
may affect
electricity 
service
Rates could go up in 
borough, providers 
could increase

Please see SUIT, page A3

Law change?
Legislation being 
put forth would 
make it illegal 
for Middletown 
to use any of the 
money received 
from selling power 
to help cover the 
cost of providing 
services. PAGE A5.
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TOWN TOPICS
Blue & Gold Club holds 
dinner-dance fundraiser

The Blue & Gold Club fund-
raiser dinner-dance will be held 
from 6 to 10 p.m. Saturday, Jan. 
20 at the American Legion Post 
594, 137 E. High St., Middletown.

For advance ticket purchase or 
information, call Larry Etter at 
717-944-3123 or the Middletown 
Area School District athletic 
director at 717-948-3333.

The event supports student 
programs in the district.

Low-cost vaccine clinic 
is set for cats, dogs

Steelton Community Cats is 
sponsoring a low-cost vaccine 
clinic for cats and dogs.

It will be held Saturday, Jan. 
6 at Steelton Community Cats 
Facility, 1 N. Front St., Steelton. 
Registration is at 9:30 a.m. Clinic 
hours are 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.

For more information, call 717-
877-4146 or visit steeltoncats.org. 

Middletown Christmas 
tree disposal coming up

For Middletown residents 
only: Christmas trees can be 
disposed of  at the borough’s 
Woody Waste Recycling Facility, 
Monday through Friday, Jan. 3 
through Jan. 12, between 7 a.m. 
and 3 p.m.

All other days and times will 
require an access card.

Block shoot at Anglers & 
Hunters on Jan. 7

 Middletown Anglers & Hunt-
ers, 1350 Schoolhouse Road, 
Middletown, is sponsoring a 
block shoot at 1 p.m. Sunday, 
Jan. 7. 

 The shoot benefits the Kids 
Trout Derby. For more informa-
tion call 717-944-0760.

Middletown residents should 
continue to be on the alert for 
phone scams, according to the 
Middletown Police Department. 

On Monday, Dec. 18, police 
received a report from a South 
Catherine Street resident who said 
she had gotten a call from someone 
claiming to be an agent with the 
Internal Revenue Service.

The caller told the woman that 
a warrant would be issued for her 
arrest if  she did not send money 
immediately to a designated lo-
cation. The woman did not send 
money, police said.

Police also received a report 
about another apparent phone 
scam Dec. 18.

Another resident told police 
someone claiming to represent a 
law office called her, demanding 
the woman pay money that she 
supposedly still owed from a debt 
she incurred in the 1990s. 

The claim turned out to be bo-
gus, police said.

Pennsylvania Turnpike tolls for 
both E-ZPass and cash customers 
will go up by 6 percent effective 
Jan. 7.

The most common toll for a pas-
senger vehicle will increase from 
$1.23 to $1.30 for E-ZPass custom-
ers, and from $1.95 to $2.10 for cash 
customers. The most common toll 
for a Class-5 vehicle — a prevalent 
tractor-trailer class — will go from 
$10.17 to $10.78 for E-ZPass cus-
tomers and from $14.45 to $15.35 
for cash.

The Pennsylvania  Turn-
pike  Commission made the 
changes during its bimonthly 
meeting July 18.

The  increase  — like increases 
since 2009 — is required to meet 
the commission’s funding obli-
gations, the commission said in 
a statement. These include the 
commission providing funding 
to the Pennsylvania Department 
of  Transportation to support 
transportation statewide, and for 
improvements to the  turnpike’s 
550-mile toll-road system.

In the current fiscal year about 
85 percent of  the commission’s 
$500 million capital budget is 
focused on renewing, rebuilding, 
and expanding the state’s toll high-
ways which carried a record 200 
million vehicles in 2016, according 
to the turnpike commission.

As of  July, the commission had 
reconstructed more than 124 miles 
of  its system, with another 20 miles 
of  road being rebuilt and widened 
and more than 90 miles in planning 
and design phases.

In the Middletown area, the 
commission in 2016 completed a 
$47.65 million project that included 
replacing and widening the turn-
pike bridge over Vine Street. The 
project included widening the 
bridge over Swatara Creek Road 
in Londonderry Township, and 
widening the bridge over the Mid-
dletown-Hummelstown Railroad.

The commission has announced 
plans to replace the North Union 
Street bridge over the turnpike, so 
that the turnpike can be widened 
from four to six lanes. Construc-
tion to replace the bridge is to start 
around February 2020, and finish 
by Thanksgiving 2021.

Turnpike 
tolls to go 
up starting 
on Sunday

Happy New Year to all of  
you! What crazy freezing cold 
weather we had over the holi-
days! I hope your family time/
down time was refreshing and 
fun. Now it is back to normal. 
What is normal for you in 
January? Dark, cold, dreary, 
frigid, dead, freezing ... !

Can we think about positive 
things about January? The 
days are getting longer, the 
Farm Show comes to town and 
we get to enjoy wintry won-
derland when it ices up and/or 
snows!

Maybe you like to do special 
things in January to pass the 
time. Please feel free to call or 
email me your ideas of  how to 
pass the time and get through 
January.

Have a wonderful week, and 
enjoy 2018, a brand new year!

Birthdays 
Happy 19th last teener cake 

day to Tirah Elliot of  Lower 
Royalton on Wednesday, Jan. 
3. Stay warm and enjoy!

Happy 8th cake-and-ice 
cream to Safia Aman of  Lower 

Swatara on Friday, Jan. 5. 
Have a glitter and sparkles 
birthday weekend!

Happy landmark birthday to 
Alexis Hile of  Lower Swatara 
as she marks her 21st birthday 
on Saturday, Jan. 6. Congrats 
to you. Hope it is full of  con-
fetti and fun!

Happy 24th balloon-flying 
day to Jason Hardison of  
Lower Swatara. He celebrates 
on Tuesday, Jan. 9. 

Braedon Thomas turns 
19 on Tuesday, Jan. 9. Enjoy 
your cake day in Middletown, 
Braedon!

Anniversaries
Happy anniversary to Bernie 

and Judy Sobotka of  Lower 
Swatara as they celebrate their 
romantic heart day on Satur-
day, Jan. 6. Enjoy!

Best wishes to Brian and 
Pamela Etter of  Elizabethtown 
as they observe their seventh 
anniversary on Monday, Jan. 
8th. Gift idea: desk sets!

Township meetings
The following Lower Swata-

ra Township meetings will be 
held in the municipal building 
on Spring Garden Drive at 7 
p.m., unless noted:
Board of Commissioners: Wednes-
day, Jan. 17, with a public 
hearing at 6:45 p.m., followed 
by a legislative meeting.
Municipal Authority: Monday, 
Jan. 22.
Zoning Hearing Board: Wednes-
day, Jan. 24.
Planning Commission: Thursday, 
Jan. 25. 

Hot Sausage and Tomatoes
Recipe from the  

Wedding Book Collection

Spice warning!
8 hot smoked Polish sau-

sages
2 lg. cans tomatoes, remove 

cores
2-3 green peppers, sliced in 

strips
Slice sausage and brown in 

oil. Drain and add tomatoes 
and peppers. 

Cover and cook on low until 
peppers are soft and sausage 
is done. 

Quote of the Week
“In the book of  life, the 

answers are not in the back.” 
— Charlie Brown, famous 
Peanuts  character.

Question of the Week
What do you like best about 

January?
“It is my birthday month!” 

— LeeAnn Hocker, Lower 
Paxton.

“Making soup!” — Susan 
Wagner, Lower Swatara.

“Snow days!” — Katelyn 
Wagner, 9, Lower Swatara.

“College football bowl 
games.” — Tim Wagner, 15, 
Lower Swatara.

“A nice time to begin again. 
I am going to focus on being 
more patient.” — Jen from the 
Olive Garden.

Proverb for the Week
To do what is right and just 

is more acceptable to the Lord 
than sacrifice (21:3). 

Reach LaVonne Ackerman 
at 717-649-7366 or by email at 
LaVonneAck@comcast.net.

The  theme of  the 102nd Penn-
sylvania Farm Show is Strength 
in Our Diversity.

The annual event will be held 
Jan. 6-13 at the Pa. Farm Show 
Complex, 2300 N. Cameron St., 
Harrisburg, from 8 a.m. to 9 
p.m. daily, except Sunday, Jan. 7, 
when it runs 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., and 
Saturday, Jan. 13, when it opens 
at 8 a.m. and closes at 5 p.m. 

Admission to the show is free 
but parking is $15. Parking will 
be free from noon to 9 p.m. Jan. 
5, a food court preview day.

The Farm Show draws hun-
dreds of  thousands of  visitors to 
what organizers call the largest 
indoor agricultural exposition 
in the United States, with a mil-
lion square feet under one roof. 
It features nearly 12,000 competi-
tive exhibits, more than 5,200 of  
which are animal competitions, 
plus 300 commercial exhibits 
and hundreds of  educational 
and entertaining events. 

The agriculture industry 
employs nearly half  a million 
people and contributes $74.5 bil-
lion to Pennsylvania’s economy 
every year. 

The Strength in Our Diver-
sity theme refers to not only 
the 58,000 farms and 7.7 million 
acres statewide devoted to ag-
ricultural production, but the 
diversity of  agricultural sec-
tors, “from the rich, centuries-
old heritage of  our dairy and 
hardwoods industries to more 
recent ventures in aquaponics 
and vertical farming,” according 
to a press release.

The traditional favorites will 
return, such as the butter 
sculpture (to be unveiled at 11 
a.m. Jan. 4); the PA Dairymen’s 
Association milkshakes (they 
turn 65 years old this year), the 
Army vs. Navy Cook-Off; chef  
demonstrations; and tons of  
agricultural displays and events.

However, here are some new 
things to look for:

• According to PennLive, a 
few new concessions will join 
the food lineup: chocolate chip 
cookies from PennAg Industries; 
sloppy joes, Philly cheesesteak 
and kielbasa with sauerkraut 
from the Pennsylvania Livestock 
Association booth; and corn 
fritters from the Pennsylvania 
Vegetable Growers Association.

• Pennsylvania Christmas 
trees long have been part of  the 
competitive agenda at the Farm 
Show, with winners qualifying 
for the national competition and 
a chance to supply the White 
House Christmas tree. This year, 
Christmas wreaths join the line-
up of  Pennsylvania products to 
compete.

• Today’s agriculture careers 
use cutting-edge technology to 
give us better food; healthier ani-
mals, plants and soil; and tools 
to conquer climate challenges. 
Boost kids’  STEM  knowledge 
at the  Pennsylvania Depart-
ment of  Agriculture booth  in 
the Main Hall on Monday with 
bunny heartbeats, seed science 

and more. Check into conserva-
tion at Diversity on Display in the 
Expo Hall to learn how farmers 
put science to work to improve 
soil, water and food.

• More youth than ever will 
show off their skills in 2018. 
New junior livestock exhibitor 
classes include sheep, goats 
and swine.  Qualifiers from 
each animal class compete for 
the title of  master showman in 
four age groups. Youth pleasure 
horse showmanship will join the 
lineup of  new youth competi-
tions this year.  

• A brand new cider competi-
tion will recognize surging con-
sumer demand for hard ciders. 
Pennsylvania has risen to No. 
6 in cider producers nationally 
in 2017, with new varieties bub-
bling up constantly. Twenty-six 
competitors entered their hard 
ciders in seven categories. 
Winners will be announced on 
Saturday, Jan. 6 and displayed 
during the show.

• Check out the new organic 
produce competition to see the 
finest in Pennsylvania organics. 
Production of  certified organics 
in Pennsylvania has skyrock-
eted to make the state No. 2 in 

the nation.
• The Meatball Showdown, on 

the Culinary Connection Stage 
at noon Monday, pits junior chefs 
against one another to see who 
is the fastest meatball maker.

• Rabbits make their debut  in 
the junior livestock sale.

• More animals will walk out of  
Farm Show than walk in. Calv-
ing Corner will make its debut, 
offering the opportunity to wit-
ness a birth. Visitors will see 
veterinarians at work and get a 
look at the care and stewardship 
farmers provide animals.

• Pennsylvania musical talent 
takes center stage at the Large 
Arena at 6 p.m. Tuesday. Country 
tunes will be provided by central 
Pennsylvania favorites  Make 
Mine Country and Chapel Hill.

• Visit Diversity on Display ev-
ery day in the Expo Hall to learn 
about beef, poultry, pork and 
conservation, their impact on 
the economy, communities and 
environment. The conservation 
display will demonstrate how 
farmers improve soil and water 
quality through no-till, cover 
crops and other  green plant-
ing practices.

• Find out how to fulfill your 

farm dreams at “So You Wanna 
Be a Farmer?”, this year’s Know 
Your Farmer exhibit in the Main 
Hall. Younger visitors can dive 
into the dirt to dig up some veg-
gies in a simulated plot. Back-
yard gardeners or experienced 
farmers can swap ideas, try out 
tools for their next project, or 
learn how to maintain small 
equipment. A passive solar 
greenhouse will be on display.

• The Agricultural Artistry 
display will “seed” your imagi-
nation. Think Princess Leia in 
peppercorns, Mickey Mouse 
in mustard seeds, a pumpkin 
seed polar bear, or a dried pea 
dragon. Check out the crop art 
masterpieces created for the 2017 
Dillsburg Farmers Fair and on 
display in the Family Living area 
of  the Main Hall. 

Theme days this year are:
• Monday, Jan. 8: Ag Careers 

and Education Day.
• Tuesday, Jan. 9: Diversity on 

Display Day.
• Wednesday, Jan. 10: Public 

Officials Day.
• Thursday, Jan. 11: Veterans, 

Military and Their Families Day.
• Friday, Jan. 12: Resource 

Conservation Day.

102nd Farm Show ready, with new features

STAFF PHOTO BY JASON MADDUX

PA Dairymen’s Association 
milkshakes turn 65 years old this 
year.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE PENNSYLVANIA FARM SHOW

A Strite’s Orchards box of apples is on display at the 2017 Farm Show.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE PENNSYLVANIA FARM SHOW

The Food Court will have some new editions at the 2018 Pennsylvania Farm Show.

Police warn 
of scams via 
telephone

Average retail gasoline prices in 
Harrisburg have risen 4.1 cents per 
gallon in the past week, averaging 
$2.67 a gallon Monday, according 
to GasBuddy's daily survey of  241 
gas outlets in Harrisburg. 

This compares with the national 
average that has increased 3.9 
cents per gallon in the last week 
to $2.48 a gallon. 

Prices on Monday were 13 
cents per gallon higher than the 
same day one year ago and are 
0.4 cents per gallon higher than a 
month ago. The national average 
has increased 1.3 cents per gallon 
during the last month and stands 
13.6 cents per gallon higher than 
this day one year ago.

According to GasBuddy histori-
cal data, gasoline prices on Jan. 2 
in Harrisburg have ranged widely 
over the last five years: $2.54 a gal-
lon in 2017, $2.10 a gallon in 2016, 
$2.43 a gallon in 2015, $3.51 a gallon 
in 2014 and $3.47 a gallon in 2013.

Areas near Harrisburg and their 
current gas price climate:
Lancaster: $2.69 a gallon, up 4.3 
cents from last week.
Reading: $2.74 a gallon, up 8 cents.
York: $2.68 a gallon, up 4 cents.

“It's mostly a happy New Year 
as gas prices remain in the low-
to-mid $2 per gallon range, but it's 
not quite as happy as could be as 
it’s the priciest start to a New Year 
since 2014," said Patrick DeHaan, 
head of  petroleum analysis for 
GasBuddy. “2017 wrapped up a 
fairly tame year, but keep in mind 
oil prices are among the highest 
we've witnessed in over two years, 
and we're in the middle of  a severe 
cold snap.” 

Gas prices 
start to rise 
in region

The Hershey Civil War Round-
table will meet at 7:30 p.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 18 at Country Meadows, 
Main Building, 451 Sand Hill Road, 
Hershey.  

Following a brief  business 
meeting, author Cooper Wingert 
will discuss the Underground 
Railroad and abolitionists. Much 
like the rest of  the nation, South 
Central Pennsylvania struggled 
with slavery. The institution 
lingered locally for more than 50 
years, although it was virtually 
extinct everywhere else within 
Pennsylvania. Gradually, anti-
slavery views prevailed, according 
to the group.

The meeting is free and open to 
the public.

For more information contact 
Thomas Lehman at tomjean-
lehman@gmail.com or Hershey.
CivilWarRoundtable@comcast.
net or visit the website at www.
hersheycwrt.org.

Hershey Civil 
War Roundtable 
will meet Jan. 18
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Remembering those who passed
For many friends and 

family members, 2017 

marked the end of  a chap-

ter of  life. Press & Journal 

takes this opportunity to 

pay a final tribute to those 

who died in 2017. The 

individuals listed are those 

who were included in our 

obituray pages last year.

Jan. 4 Edition
Jacqueline Bretz; Mildred 
Hoffman; John Lee; Vivian 
Limero
Jan. 11 Edition
Kate Hevel; Nancy Stoudder; 
Catherine Szekeres; Rev. 
Robert Trego Sr.; Richard 
Wealand
Jan. 18 Edition
Joan Blackwell; Ann Fischer; 
Kathleen Fox; Dorothy 
Ginder; Mary Kuhn; Steve 
Nye; Joyce Sangrey; Albert 
Whitsel
Jan. 25 Edition
Ronald Barnes; Dorothy Rider
Feb. 1 Edition
Marlene Beistline; John 
Dimeler Jr.; William Mattes 
Jr.; Lois Shupp; Paula Staub; 
Rosemary Taylor
Feb. 8 Edition
Janet Snavely
Feb. 15 Edition
Sherman Edwards; Steven 
Kozokas; George Lowe; 
Marlin Zimmerman
Feb. 22 Edition
Elwood Ierley Sr.; Helen 
Johnson; Helen Staub; Keith 
Williams
March 1 Edition
Marlin Heisey; Daniel 
Hershberger; Keith Williams
March 8 Edition
Daryl Evans; Howard 
Leonhard; Veronica 
Shipkowski; Edward Telesha
March 15 Edition
Darlene Metzler; Peggy 
Miller; Charles Strickler
March 22 Edition
Agnes Kitlan; Elizabeth 
Loranzo; Louis Souders; 
Florence Stoops
March 29 Edition
Shirley Housman; Betty 
Ramsey; John Schmidt II; 
Thomas Williams Sr.

April 5 Edition
Benjamin Gingrich; Clarence 
Lytle; Charles Meinsler Jr.
April 12 Edition
Kenneth Gordon; Sara Hipple; 
Adam Mallick; Effie Reigle
April 19 Edition
Gloria Bibb; G. Edward 
Carpenter; Doris Dougherty; 
Guy Stum
April 26 Edition
Richard Bauer; Linda 
Dreibelbies; Dale Harris; Paul 
Hoover Jr.
May 3 Edition
Ralph McCleaf
May 10 Edition
Joseph Barbara; James 
Barnes; Clyde Chestnut; 
Barbara Brandt-Stoner
May 17 Edition
Patricia Barnes; Eloise 
Gingrich; Ann Green
May 24 Edition
Zachary Clarke; Melvin Judy 
Sr.; Tildon “Toots” Sides; 
Mary Ann Sugar; Donna 
Tyson
May 31 Edition
Sandra Condran; Gordon 
Fultz
June 7 Edition
James Hawthorne Sr.; Faye 
Hipple; Steven Mervine; 
Richard Myers; Howard Noel 
Jr.; Charles Strickler; Donald 
Welsh Sr.; Mabel Young
June 14 Edition
Robert Bitner; Arthur 
Carlson; Jennifer Dice; 
Jestin Gonse; Sharon Green; 
Aleksandra Reeves; Marjorie 
Rhen; Charles Secord Jr.
June 21 Edition
Clara Dasenburg; Catherine 
Smith
June 28 Edition
Claire Renshaw; Ruth Smith; 
Ruth Weirich; Bonnie Wells
July 5 Edition
Albert Otzel; Kenneth 
Rabuck; Thomas Weyant Sr.
July 12 Edition
Terri Adams; LeRoy Menear
July 19 Edition
Joseph Capka; J. Norman 
Ranck
July 26 Edition
Lois Shultz; Elvino Tecco; 
Rita Turina
Aug. 2 Edition
Lois Helsel; Dorothy 
Malehorn
Aug. 16 Edition

Terry Jefferson; Kenneth 
Kinsey
Aug. 23 Edition
Carol Fernback; Ronald 
McNamara
Aug. 30 Edition
Virginia Costlow; Mildred 
Neidinger; Richard Pickel; 
Jeanne Snyder; James 
Winger
Sept. 6 Edition
Robert Allen; Jean Faust
Sept. 13 Edition
Judy Krehling; Richard 
Menear; Anthony Russ
Sept. 20 Edition
Jack Hamman; Frank 
Janouski; Carol Keeny
Sept. 27 Edition
Ellis Conrad; Mary Fach; 
Robert Morningstar
Oct. 4 Edition
Richard Vastine
Oct. 11 Edition
Gloria Alexander; Lavina 
Atkins; Sylvia Butler; Janet 
Corrie; Edna Hurlock; Donald 
Menear; Rachael Root; 
Rosemary Willard 
Oct. 18 Edition
Marlyn May; William Morris
Oct. 25 Edition
Dale Hoover Jr.
Nov. 1 Edition
Ronald Kinsey; Gwenda 
LeHew; Catherine Meise; 
Peter Pappas
Nov. 8 Edition
John Kuhn Sr.; Gary Rux; 
Earl Wise Sr.
Nov. 15 Edition
Louise Carl; Earl Morris
Nov. 22 Edition
Peter DeHart; Shirley Miller; 
Teresa Shank
Nov. 29 Edition
Owen Deitz; Bernard Kern; 
Charles Light; Carol Peiffer; 
Arlene Reider; William 
Reider; Dolores Smith
Dec. 6 Edition
Arthur Alleman; Benjamin 
Arehart
Dec. 13 Edition
Raymond Judy; Gloria 
Kreiser; Richard Pelletier Sr.; 
Doris Porr; Larry Weirich 
Dec. 20 Edition
Coy Farr; Kathryn Grazan; 
Dorothy Meffert; Donna 
Phillips; Robert Reynolds; 
Stephen Smith
Dec. 27 Edition
Margaret Demko 

Dennis Coleman 
MIDDLETOWN

Dennis Coleman passed away 
on Monday, December 18, 2017 
only days after his 60th birthday 
at Hershey Medical Center, while 
recovering from a recent surgery.   

 Dennis was born December 
14, 1957 in Harrisburg Pa., the 
son of  the late Russell and Leah 
(Greenaway) Coleman and was a 
devout member of  St. Catherine 
Laboure Parish.

 He graduated from Father 
Judge High School (Class of  1976), 
Pierce Junior College and Penn 
State University (Class of  1982.) 
Dennis proudly retired after 35 
years of  service at the Defense 
Logistics Agency in New Cumber-
land, Pa. and viewed his work as 
his way of  supporting the troops. 
Nothing mattered more to Dennis 
than his family and friends.

 He was married for 35 years to 
JoAnn (Nesgoda) Coleman and 
was the proud dad of  Ryan Cole-
man. He loved kayaking with his 
friends, going to the track, family 
poker nights, Diet Coke runs, the 
Phillies and was always looking 
for a good time for all. 

While the world dealt him chal-
lenges, he made the biggest impact 
on so many people and marched 
through life with the biggest smile.   

 He is also survived by his 
brother Jeffrey and wife Judy of  
Maple Shade, N.J., brother Russell 
of  West Palm Beach, Fla., sister 
Leah (Ginger) Gosling of  Braden-
ton, Fla., and nieces and nephews 
throughout the country.   

 Mass of  Christian Burial was 
celebrated on Friday, December 
22, 2017 at 9:30 a.m. in St. Catherine 
Laboure Roman Catholic Church, 
with the Very Rev. Neil S. Sullivan, 
VF, Pastor, Celebrant. Burial 
was in Resurrection Cemetery. A 
viewing was held on Thursday, 
December 21, 2017 from 5 to 8 
p.m. in the Fackler-Wiedeman 
Funeral Home, 2253 Derry Street, 
Harrisburg.  

 In lieu of  flowers, memorial 
contributions may be made to St. 
Catherine Laboure Roman Catho-
lic Church, 4000 Derry Street, 
Harrisburg, PA 17111.

Donna Beaver
MIDDLETOWN

Donna Houser Beaver, age 62, 
of  Middletown, passed away on 
December 20, 2017 at home sur-
rounded by her family. 

 Born in Harrisburg Pennsyl-
vania, the daughter of  Donald 
Houser Sr. and Dolores (Bonat) 
Houser. 

 She was predeceased by her 
parents Donald and Dolores.

 Surviving are her daughters 
Tracy Beaver Walrath (Ken) and 
Christy Beaver; grandchildren 
Shawn Beaver, Felicia Beaver, 
Corey Beaver, Madison Beaver,  
Dustin, Julia, and Caleb; great-
grandsons Jayden, Isaiah, and 
DeShawn; brothers Greg Houser, 
Bob (Sherri), and Donnie (Stacey); 
sisters Paula Houser (Paul), Lora 
Meek (Joe) and Jodi Still (Dan); 
and several nieces, nephews, 
aunts, uncles, and cousins as well 
as many lifelong friends.

 At Donna’s request there will 
be no viewing or funeral.

 There was a memorial/celebra-
tion of  life on December 30, 2017 
at 2 p.m. at the

Middletown VFW, 200 Pike 
Street, Middletown, Pa.

MIDDLETOWN RESIDENTS ONLY
Christmas trees can be disposed 
of at the Borough’s Woody Waste 
Recycling Facility. 

Middletown Borough
60 W. Emaus St., Middletown

Monday-Friday 
January 3-January 12, 2018 
between the hours of 7am-3pm
ALL OTHER DAYS AND TIMES WILL REQUIRE AN ACCESS CARD.

Or think of  it this way — that’s 
$200 added to the tax bill of  some-
one owning property assessed at 
$100,000 in Middletown, based 
on 1 mill of  taxes bringing in 
$248,000.

Also, depending on how a 
judge rules, the Librandi chal-
lenge potentially opens the door 
to other electrical customers in 
Middletown being able to shop 
for another energy provider, 
which would mean the loss of  
more revenue to the borough.

Librandi sued the borough in 
December 2016, but recent court 
filings have shed more light on 
the lawsuit.

The company is seeking to stop 
having to buy electricity from 
Middletown in order to begin 
buying power from Metropoli-
tan-Edison.

Located on Harrisburg In-
ternational Airport property, 
Librandi is partly in Middletown, 
and partly in Lower Swatara 
Township.

Librandi in the suit contends 
it has paid $1 million more to 
Middletown in “excessive fees 
for electricity” than Librandi 
otherwise would have, had the 
company been buying power 
from Met-Ed and had Librandi 
been able to shop for an electric 
energy provider under the Elec-
tricity Choice and Competition 
Act of  1996.

According to Librandi, Met-Ed 
has agreed to sell power to the 
company, but the transfer can-
not take place until Middletown 
deactivates its electric lines to 
Librandi and takes “steps to 
cooperate with Met-Ed to secure 
the transition of  electric supply 
from Middletown to Met-Ed” — 
something the borough is refus-
ing to do, according to lawyers 
for Librandi.

Despite Middletown having 
what amounts to a monopoly on 
providing electrical service to all 
businesses and residents within 
the town’s borders, the Librandi 
lawsuit makes the case that 
Met-Ed is authorized to provide 
service in the borough.

The lawsuit attaches a docu-
ment from Met-Ed, known as a 
tariff, in which Met-Ed says that 
its service territory includes 
both Lower Swatara Township 
and the borough.

Lawyers for Librandi also con-
tend that Met-Ed is authorized 
to provide service in both the 
township and in Middletown, by 
virtue of  an order handed down 
from the Pennsylvania Public 
Utility Commission.

However, the borough in its lat-
est rebuttal in the lawsuit — filed 
on Dec. 22 — flatly states Met-
Ed is not authorized to provide 
electrical service to Librandi, 
and as a result the borough is 
not obligated to coordinate the 
transfer of  electrical service to 
Librandi from Middletown to 
Met-Ed. 

Furthermore, Librandi “does 
not have the right to seek more 
favorable prices from others” 
regarding the purchase of  elec-
tricity, lawyers for the borough 
maintain.

Language in the Met-Ed tariff 
regarding Met-Ed providing 
electrical service in Middletown 
is superseded by language in the 
borough code protecting the bor-
ough from “competing facilities” 
when it comes to providing elec-
trical service, such as Met-Ed. 

The PUC order Librandi refers 
to is “a verbal opinion” that does 
not have the force of  law and can-
not be used to enlarge Met-Ed’s 
service territory, lawyers for the 
borough state.

As Librandi notes in the law-
suit, Met-Ed provided electrical 
service to the company from 

March 1994, when the machine 
shop opened on the airport prop-
erty, to early 1997.

In early 1997, Middletown 
approached Librandi offering 
to sell electricity at a cost “sig-
nificantly below” the rates be-
ing charged by Met-Ed. Met-Ed 
initially resisted the switch, con-
tending that the airport property 
was Met-Ed’s exclusive territory 
under an agreement executed be-
tween Met-Ed and the Air Force 
in the 1920s or 1930s, according 
to lawyers for Librandi.

But Met-Ed eventually re-
lented, and Middletown began 
providing service at a below mar-
ket rate to Librandi for about two 
years, until a court settlement 
between the borough and Met-
Ed “abrograted” Middletown’s 
favorable rate.

Librandi in the lawsuit con-
tends that Middletown officials 
at that point pledged that the 
electric rate would only go up 
“one cent per kWh (kilowatt 
hour) over the next 10 years. 
Instead, Middletown steadily 
raised its rates on its commercial 
customers until its rates reached 
levels almost two times those of  
Met-Ed.”

Lawyers for Librandi also 
refer to newspaper articles to 
document that Middletown 
“aided its struggling finances by 
setting unjust and unreasonable 
electricity rates imposed upon its 
commercial customers.”

For example, Librandi cited 
a 2015 PennLive article quoting 
then-borough Council President 
Chris McNamara saying that the 
borough each year was transfer-
ring about $2 million in electric 
department revenue to the 
general fund, and that as much 
as $5 million a year had been 
transferred in the past.

Lawyers for the borough 
counter that Librandi provides 
no written evidence to support 
its claim that the borough said 
electric rates would only go up 
one cent per kWh over the next 
decade. 

Regarding Librandi’s conten-
tion that the borough keeps 
its electric rates higher than 
necessary in order to subsidize 
the general fund, the borough 
answers that “it is lawful for 
the borough’s rates to include a 
rate of  return (or profit) on the 
system.”

The borough further contends 
that comparing the borough’s 
electrical rate with the rate 
charged by an electric genera-
tion supplier located outside the 
borough is invalid.

“The reasonableness or un-
reasonableness of  the borough’s 
rate is not measured by compar-
ing the borough’s rates with 
the rates charged by others for 
electrical distribution and elec-
tric generation services,” the 
borough says.

The borough also cites a Com-
monwealth Court decision that 
upheld the PUC refusing to allow 
a customer to switch to a differ-
ent entity for electricity services 
just to save money.

The PUC and the court both 
determined that any electric 
cost savings for the industrial 
customer “did not justify the 
transmission line project expen-
ditures that would be required 
to duplicate existing facilities,” 
the borough lawyers pointed out.

SUIT: Judge will decide on case
From page A1

STAFF PHOTO BY DAN MILLER

The Librandi Machine Shop is located on Harrisburg International Airport 
property. The shop property itself lies partly in Middletown and partly in 
Lower Swatara Township.

“Middletown steadily 
raised its rates on its 
commercial customers 
until its rates reached 
levels almost two times 
those of Met-Ed.”

from court filings of Librandi
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 HOME IMPROVEMENT

 EMPLOYMENT

 FREE EXCHANGE
 FOR OUR SUBSCRIBERS

 EMPLOYMENT

 MISCELLANEOUS

Serving our 
Customers for 

  35 Years

 
Pole Building specialists

The

24’ x 36’ x 10’
2 - 9’ x 7’ Garage Doors
1 - 3’ Entry Door

40’ x 60’ x 16’
1 - 12’ x 16’ Sliding Door

1 - 3’ Entry Door

www.FettervilleSales.com(800) 275-8245

$9,995
$23,995

PA Lisc. #129608

Ring in the New Year & Reel in the Memories!
A Pennsylvania fishing license 
is your ticket to a whole year’s 
worth of fun. And, with multi-
year licenses, you can lock-in both 
convenience and savings for a 
longer period of time. Purchase 
fishing licenses at more than 900 
agents across the state or online at:

GoneFishingPa.com

 Fully Insured for Your Protection 
 Satisfaction Guaranteed 

RESIDENTIAL      COMMERCIAL      INDUSTRIAL 

717-566-5100 

 Shingle Roofing 
 Slate Roofing 
 Roof Coating 

 Rubber Roofing Certified 
 Flat Roof Specialists 
 Roof Repairs & Replacement 

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974 

RESIDENTIAL    COMMERCIAL    INDUSTRIAL

717-566-5100

Serving Central Pennsylvania since 1974

Fully Insured
for Your

Protection 
Satisfaction
Guaranteed

Shingle Roofing
Slate Roofing
Roof Coating

Rubber Roofing Certified
Flat Roof Specialists
Roof Repairs & Replacement

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Licensed Electricians  •  Fully Insured

40 Years Experience 
Residential & Commercial Wiring

Free Estimates • 944-3419 or 944-6766

DALE A. SINNIGER & SON

•New & Old Wiring
•Code Updates
•Phone & TV  
  Cable Wiring
•Electric Heat
•Electric Smoke 
  Detectors

EARN $500 A DAY: Lincoln 
Heritage Life Insurance Wants 
Insurance Agents *Leads, No 
Cold Calls *Commissions Paid 
Daily *Agency Training *Life 
License Required. Call 1-888-
713-6020

Drivers - $6000 Sign On! 
Home Nightly! Quality Carriers 
affiliate, Silfies & Donmoyer – 
Class A, Local, regional, OTR 
Pennsylvania locations. Great 
pay, benefits. Apply: www.
work4fts.com Call: 866-208-
8005

For sale: Trifecta truck bed 
cover off 2014 Dodge Ram 
1500, 6½ ft. bed. Two years 
old like new. Call 717-892-8823.

For sale: Bowflex Exercise 
Machine. Excellent condition, 
$100. Call 717-433-6030. 

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT 
THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOWER 
SWATARA, DAUPHIN COUNTY, 
PENNSYLVANIA, INTEND TO CON-
SIDER AT THEIR REGULAR MEET-
ING TO BE HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 
JANUARY 17, 2018 AT 7:00 P.M. 
IN THE TOWNSHIP BUILDING LO-
CATED AT 1499 SPRING GARDEN 
DRIVE, MIDDLETOWN, PENNSYL-
VANIA, 17057, AN ORDINANCE, THE 
TITLE AND BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF 
WHICH ARE AS FOLLOWS:
ORDINANCE NO._____________
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD 
OF COMMISSIONERS OF LOWER 
SWATARA TOWNSHIP, DAUPHIN 
COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, AMEND-
ING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES 
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF LOWER 
SWATARA NO. 448 AS AMENDED, 
CHAPTER 18, SEWERS AND SEW-
AGE DISPOSAL, PART 5, USER 
CHARGES, SETTING THE USER 
CHARGES AT $50.00 PER EDU PER 
MONTH EFFECTIVE APRIL 1, 2018, 
$52.50 PER EDU PER MONTH EF-
FECTIVE JANUARY 1, 2019, $55.00 
PER EDU PER MONTH EFFECTIVE 
JANUARY 1, 2020, $57.50 PER EDU 
PER MONTH EFFECTIVE JANUARY 
1, 2021, AND $60.00 PER EDU PER 
MONTH EFFECTIVE JANUARY 
1, 2022.
Section I of the Ordinance would 
amend the Code of Ordinance of the 
Township of Lower Swatara, No. 448, 
as amended, Chapter 18, Sewers 
and Sewage Disposal, Part 5, User 
Charges, §18-503. Applicability to set 
the flat fee user rates at $50.00 per 
month per equivalent dwelling unit, 
effective with the April 1, 2018 billing, 
$52.50 per month, effective with the 
January 1, 2019 billing, $55.00 per 
month, effective with the January 1, 
2020 billing, $57.50 per month, effec-
tive with the January 1, 2021 billing, 
and $60.00 per month, effective with 
the January 1, 2022 billing. In addition, 
for all other large customers, including 
commercial/industrial users, connec-
tion charges shall be determined based 
on a denominator of 217 gallons per 
day as will the user rates for all metered 
rate customers.
Section II of the Ordinance would 
provide that all other ordinances or 
parts of ordinances in conflict would 
be repealed to the extent of any such 
conflict. 
Copies of the proposed Ordinance 
are available for copying at the Town-
ship Offices during regular business 
hours for a fee not greater than the 
cost thereof.
Francis P. Lynch
Interim Township Manager
Lower Swatara Township

Peter R. Henninger, Jr., Esquire 
Jones & Henninger, P.C.
Township Solicitor  
339 W. Governor Rd., Ste. 201 
Hershey, PA  17033

#102 0103-1T
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PUBLIC NOTICE
MEETING NOTICE

The Board meetings of the Susque-
hanna Area Regional Airport Authority 
for calendar year 2018 will meet at 
8:00 a.m. in the David C. McIntosh 
Boardroom, One Terminal Drive, Suite 
300, Harrisburg International Airport, 
Middletown, Pennsylvania, on the 
following dates:
January 31, February 28, March 28, 
April 25, May 30, June 27, July 25, 
August 29, September 26, October 
31, December 5  
The meeting agenda will include such 
business as may, from time to time 
properly come before the membership.
Susquehanna Area Regional Airport 
Authority
James H. Anderson, III, Secretary

#103 0103-1T
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PUBLIC NOTICE
MIDDLETOWN AREA SCHOOL 

DISTRICT
  School Board of Directors

 2018 Meeting Calendar
The Middletown Area School District 
School Board of Directors will hold the
following meetings in the Large Group 
Instruction Room at Middletown Area
High School at 1155 North Union 
Street, Middletown, PA at the times 
noted.

 School Board Agenda Planning 
Meetings, 6:00 p.m.

 January 9
 February 6
 March 6
 April 3
 May 1
 June 5
 July – no meeting
 August 7
 September 4
 October 2
 November 6
 Joint Reorganization/Agenda Planning 
Meeting, 7:00 p.m.
 December 4

School Board General Business 
Meetings, 7:00 p.m.

 January 23
 February 20
 March 20
 April 17
 May 15
 June 19
 July – no meeting
 August 21
 September 18
 October 16
 November 20
 December 18

#104 0103-1T
www.publicnoticepa.com

   
   
  

PUBLIC NOTICE
Auditors’ Report

Middletown Area School District
Year ended June 30, 2017

The independent auditor’s report of 
Middletown Area School District dated 
December 8, 2017 has been filed and 
is available for public inspection at the 
School’s business office on regular 
business days.
The auditors, appointed by the Board 
of Directors of the Middletown Area 
School District, have completed the 
audit of the Middletown Area School 
District for the school year ended 
June 30, 2017. In accordance with 
the provisions of Section 2432 of 
the Public School Code of 1949, as 
amended, said report was filed on or 
about December 22, 2017, in the Of-
fice of the Prothonotary of the Court 
of Common Pleas of Dauphin County 
and that said report will be confirmed 
absolutely unless an appeal is taken 
therefrom within thirty days after the 
filing thereof.
The Single Audit Report of Middletown 
Area School District dated December 8, 
2017 is also available for public inspec-
tion at the School’s business office.

#105 0103-1T 
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PUBLIC NOTICE
Additional School Board Meeting 

of the 
Middletown Area School District

A special Operations/Athletics Com-
mittee Meeting of the School Board for 
an Athletic Master Plan Presentation 
will be held on Tuesday, January 16, 
2018 at 6:00 p.m. in the Large Group 
Conference Room at the Middletown 
Area High School, 1155 North Union 
Street, Middletown, PA.

#106 0103-1T
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PUBLIC NOTICE
ESTATE NOTICE

LETTERS OF ADMINISTRATION 
on the Estate of Tildon Filbert Sides, 
late of Middletown, Dauphin County, 
Pennsylvania, deceased, were granted 
to Tildon J. Sides on May 20, 2017. All 
persons knowing themselves to be 
indebted to said Estate are requested 
to make immediate payment, and those 
having claims will present them, without 
delay, to the undersigned in writing: 
Tildon J. Sides
325 Strasburg St.
Middletown, PA  17057
Or  
Cope Mosaic 
Dana Willard, Case Manager 
 P.O. Box 194 
Campbelltown, PA  17010
717-975-7836

#292 1220-3T
www.publicnoticepa.com

 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
ESTATE NOTICE

Letters Testamentary on the Estate of 
Nora M. Schmidt, Deceased, late of 
the Borough of Middletown, Dauphin 
County, Pennsylvania, having been 
granted to the undersigned, all persons 
indebted to said estate are requested 
to make immediate payments, and 
those having claims will present them 
for settlement to:
Benedict J. Brought  
Co-Executor
841 Moores Mountain Road 
Lewisberry, PA  13799 
Or to:
Melissa Wells
Co-Executor
620 Georgian Place 
Harrisburg, PA  17111
Or to:
John S. Davidson, Esquire
Yost & Davidson
320 West Chocolate Avenue
PO BOX 437
Hershey, PA  17033

#296 1220-3T
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IMMEDIATE 
OPENING

FOR
PART-TIME
DRIVERS

IN-STATE & 
OUT-OF-STATE
MOSTLY NIGHT 

RUNS

Must Have:
•  Valid PA Driver's 

License
•  Clean Driving 

Record
Must Be Able to:
•  Pass Medical Card 

Requirements
•  Maneuver Pallet 

Jack
• Load & Unload Skids
• Pass Drug Test
•  Applications must 

be filled out in-
person.

(717) 944-4628 
20 SOUTH UNION ST, 

MIDDLETOWN
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PUBLIC NOTICE
BOROUGH OF HIGHSPIRE

Dauphin County, Pennsylvania
ORDINANCE NO. 614 of 2018

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE BOROUGH OF HIGHSPIRE, 
DAUPHIN COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA, TO JOIN WITH OTHER POLITICAL SUB-
DIVISIONS AS A MEMBER OF THE SUSQUEHANNA MUNICIPAL TRUST, TO 
ENTER INTO AN INTERGOVERMENTAL AGREEMENT FOR THE PURPOSE OF 
JOINING THE TRUST AND TO PARTICIPATE AS A MEMBER OF THE TRUST.
PREAMBLE
A. A number of political subdivisions within Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, have 
investigated whether it would be mutually beneficial to cooperate with each other 
in obtaining workers’ compensation insurance.
B. The Susquehanna Municipal Trust (the “Trust”) has been established for the 
purpose of (i) seeking the prevention or lessening of claims due to injuries of 
employees of the Trust’s members and (ii) pooling workers’ compensation and 
occupational disease insurance risks, reserves, claims and losses and providing 
self-insurance and reinsurance therefore.
C. The Trust is established pursuant to an intergovernmental cooperation 
agreement entitled the Susquehanna Municipal Trust - Trust Agreement (“the 
Agreement”).
D. Pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 23, Subchapter A, Intergovernmental 
Cooperation, of the General Local Government Code, 53 Pa. C.S. §2301, et 
seq.(“Intergovernmental Cooperation Law”), a municipality may enter into an 
intergovernmental cooperation agreement upon the passage of an Ordinance 
by its governing body.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Borough Council 
(the “Governing Body”) of the Borough, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania (the 
“Political Subdivision”), as follows:
1.The caption and Preamble of this Ordinance set forth above are incorporated 
herein by reference.
2.This Political Subdivision hereby approves entering into the Agreement, a copy 
of which is attached hereto and incorporated herein by reference (and which shall 
be filed with the minutes of the meeting at which this Ordinance was enacted), 
with the intent and effect that this Political Subdivision shall be bound by the 
Agreement and shall join and participate in the Trust.
3.The President or Vice-President of the Governing Body, acting alone or 
together with the Secretary or Assistant Secretary, are hereby authorized and 
directed on behalf of the Political Subdivision, (i) to execute and deliver the 
Agreement,  and (ii) to execute and deliver such additional instruments, and to 
take such further actions, as may be necessary or appropriate to carry forth the 
Agreement and the transactions to be effected under the Agreement, including 
payment to the Trust of such amounts as are due by the Political Subdivision 
pursuant to the Agreement.
4.The Governing Body of the Political Subdivision is hereby authorized to take 
such other action as may be necessary or appropriate to carry out the purposes 
of this Ordinance and of the Agreement.
5. As required by the Pennsylvania Intergovernmental Cooperation Act, the 
following matters are specifically found and determined:
(a) The conditions of the Agreement are set forth in the Agreement.
(b) This Political Subdivision shall participate in the Trust for a minimum initial 
term of two (2) years as set forth in the Agreement.
(c) The purpose and objectives of the Agreement are as set forth in the Preamble 
of this Ordinance and in the Agreement;
(d) The manner and extent of financing the Agreement are that (i) no borrowing 
will be required by the Political Subdivision, (ii) funds to implement the Political 
Subdivision’s obligations under the Agreement shall come from normal and usual 
budgeted amounts for such matters, and (iii) other provisions governing the manner 
and extent of the financing of the Trust shall be as set forth in the Agreement;
(e) The Trust shall be managed by its own Plan Committee and Board of Trustees 
pursuant to the terms of the Agreement;
(f) All property, real or personal, of the Trust, shall be acquired, managed, licensed 
or disposed of by the Trust in accordance with the terms of the Agreement; and
(g) The Trust created by the Agreement shall be empowered to enter into contracts 
for policies of group insurance and employee benefits, including social security, 
pursuant to the terms of the Agreement.
6. The provisions of this Ordinance are severable and if any section, sentence, 
clause or part or provision hereof shall be held to be illegal, invalid or unconstitu-
tional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision of the court shall not 
affect the remaining sections, clauses, parts or provisions of this Ordinance.  It is 
hereby declared to be the intent of the Political Subdivision that such Ordinance 
would have been enacted if such illegal, invalid or unconstitutional section, 
sentence, clause, part or provision had not been included herein.
7. Nothing contained in this Ordinance shall be construed to affect any suit or 
proceeding in any court, or any rights acquired or liability incurred, or any cause 
of action existing prior to the enactment of this Ordinance.
8. This Ordinance shall become effective immediately upon enactment hereof.
ORDAINED AND ENACTED this    _  day of               , 2018, by the Borough 
Council of the Borough of Highspire, Dauphin County, Pennsylvania.
       
   BOROUGH OF HIGHSPIRE  
   By:___________________   
   President/Vice President

Attested by :                        ____________    
                      Borough Secretary
 (SEAL)

 APPROVED, this          day of                    , 2018.

       
   ______________________
   Mayor, Borough of Highspire

The Proposed Ordinance will be considered for adoption at the regular meet-
ing of the Highspire Borough Council on January 16, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. at the 
Highspire Borough Municipal Building.  All interested residents are encouraged 
to attend  
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PHOTO COURTESY OF JOHN WILSBACH 

Doug Hoover closes up the Olmsted Plaza Barber 
Shop after 57 years Saturday, Dec. 30. John Wilsbach 
was his final customer. Hoover is retiring because 
his barber shop, one of the plaza’s last businesses, is 
slated for demolition early this year. Directly across 
from his shop is a four-story 87-room Comfort Inn & 
Suites Harrisburg Airport under construction, where 
other businesses also are planned.

The final cut

township also sees the high school as being a more 
accessible location to residents of  both municipali-
ties than Hoffer Park. 

Councilor Ian Reddinger objected to the po-
tential  move, noting the number of  people from 
outside Middletown drawn to the event who end 
up spending money at businesses in the borough.

But Knull said she sees the change in venue as 
an acceptable trade-off, at least for one year.

“This takes the burden off of  a lot of  Middletown 
people and also takes the financial burden off of  
Middletown,” she said. Moreover, the base of  
volunteers the borough can rely on for National 
Night Out “is getting less and less.”

“National Night Out is not something you throw 
together in a month. We start in March doing 
this,” Knull added. “If  they are willing to step in 
and get some volunteers and get some help, I’m 
all for it going to the high school for one year and 
see how it goes.”

However, Lower Swatara Police Sgt. Scott Young, 
the township’s interim police chief; and interim 
township Manager Frank Lynch both told the 
Press & Journal on Dec. 28 that no decision has 
been made yet regarding where it will be held.

Young said he had been looking at holding the 
event at Greenfield Park, and using parking at the 
high school to support that location.

But he emphasized in an email that the location 
“has yet to be decided.”

Lynch said that “all options are on the table” for 
a venue location, and that the decision will be up 
to a committee that Young has formed to plan the 
2018 National Night Out for the township.

“We want to make it as accessible to as many 
people as possible,” Lynch said. “Wherever those 
plans may take us we are happy to pursue with the 
borough. I think all options are open at this point.”

Young in the email said he came up with the 
idea “to possibly combine the National Night Out 
with our department, Middletown, and possibly 
Royalton this year. We have been kicking that 
around and started to have meetings concerning 
this possibility.”

“Patrolman Tankersley and Detective Rux have 
done an outstanding job from what I have seen 
and experienced in being part of  their program 
the past couple of  years and I was looking for that 
experience to assist us,” Young said, adding Lower 
Swatara Fire Chief  John Weikle is also involved, 
and that Young has reached out to Robert Givler 
of  Royalton police.

Middletown Borough Council reduced its ap-
propriation to National Night Out in the general 
fund budget from $6,000 in 2017 to $2,000 in 2018, 
based on the amount that the borough had spent 
on the event in 2017.

Lynch said Lower Swatara did not set aside 
funds for the event in the 2018 budget, but they 
are available in the police budget if  needed.

The township is hoping for “healthy support” 
for the event from businesses and the community, 
Lynch noted. “We want as much participation 
from community leaders as possible.”

NNO: Plans underway
From page A1

Man yells ‘I have 
a gun’ in Giant 

A Middletown man was arrested after he admit-
ted to yelling “I have a gun” while inside the Giant 
food store at 450 E. Main St. on Friday, Dec. 22.

Donovin M. Espenshade, 22, of  the 400 block of  
North Race Street, asked a teller what he would 
have to say “to get those gift cards,” according to 
arrest papers filed with District Justice David Judy.

“What if  I said I had a gun,” Espenshade asked, 
to which the teller replied “I guess that would 
work.” Espenshade then yelled “I have a gun,” 
causing a panic and evacuation of  the building.

Police noted that at the same time, an active 
shooter incident was underway in Harrisburg 
near the Capitol, impacting the response time. 

Police from Steelton, Penn State Harrisburg, and 
Hummelstown also responded to Giant.

Espenshade admitted to having consumed a few 
alcoholic beverages and that he knew the act was 
“a stupid idea,” according to police.

He was charged with terroristic threats causing 
evacuation of  a building, and public drunkenness. 
He waived his Dec. 28 preliminary hearing before 
Judy and is to be arraigned in Dauphin County 
Court on March 2.
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Each year Middletown uses a big 
chunk of  the money it gets from 
selling electricity to residents and 
businesses to help cover the cost 
of  providing services like police, 
taking care of  roads and parks, etc.

Doing so allows the borough 
to keep providing these services 
without having to raise the prop-
erty tax. The borough has not 
increased that tax since 2008, al-
though council came very close to 
raising the tax by 0.5 mills for 2018.

Council avoided it only by 
transferring more money from 
the electric fund to plug the deficit 
hole in the general fund.

In total, council is transferring 
$1.6 million from the electric 
fund to the general fund in 2018, 
an amount equal to raising the 
property tax by 6.5 mils.

This is standard procedure in 
Middletown. For example, council 
in 2017 used money from the elec-
tric fund to subsidize the general 
fund to the tune of  $1.3 million. In 
2016 just under $2.1 million was 
transferred.

From 2013 to 2015 the borough re-
lied on transfers from the electric 
fund of  $1.5 million to $2.2 million 
a year, according to budgets posted 
on the borough website. In years 
before that, council had trans-
ferred as much as $5 million from 
its electric fund to subsidize the 
general fund, according to com-
ments attributed to former council 
President Chris McNamara.

Hearings on bill
That could all change in 2018, if  

Republican state Rep. Aaron Bern-
stine of  Ellwood City has his way.

A hearing is to be held in Febru-
ary on legislation Bernstine has 
introduced, that would make it 
illegal for Middletown and the 34 
other municipalities in Pennsylva-
nia that sell electricity from using 
any of  the money received from 
selling power to help cover the 
cost of  providing services.

The bill is in the Local Govern-
ment Committee. While no hear-
ing date has been posted on the 
committee website, a hearing has 
been set for Feb. 7, Bernstine told 
the Press & Journal. 

Legislation like this has been in-
troduced before. In past years the 
bills have gone nowhere. In 2011 
a state senator from Washington 
County introduced legislation to 
put municipally owned electric 
companies under control of  the 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Com-
mission.

But Bernstine’s bill has 84 co-
sponsors, and according to Ber-
nstine is supported by AARP, the 
Pennsylvania Chamber of  Com-
merce, Pennsylvania Manufactur-
ers Association, Pennsylvania Re-
altors Association, Pennsylvania 
Utility Law Project, Americans 
for Prosperity, and the Service 
Employees International Union.

Bernstine’s legislation — House 
Bill 1405 — has the attention of  
Middletown officials, and of  the 
Pennsylvania Municipal Electric 
Association, which represents 
Middletown and the 34 other mu-
nicipalities in Pennsylvania that 
have their own electrical system.

During council’s Dec. 20 meet-
ing, Middletown Borough Man-
ager Ken Klinepeter noted that 
Bernstine had sent an email to 
elected officials in Middletown 
and to those in the 34 other mu-
nicipalities, inviting them to a 
Jan. 11 conference call to discuss 
the legislation.

As Klinepeter also noted, Ber-
nstine’s email was followed by a 
letter from PMEA, informing Ber-
nstine that PMEA and its members 
would not be participating in the 
Jan. 11 conference call. Instead, 
PMEA and its members plan to 
testify at the upcoming hearing, 
according to the letter from PMEA 
President Vance E. Oakes.

Bernstine’s legislation would 
eliminate the ability of  these 
municipalities — all boroughs — 
to transfer what Bernstine calls 
“profits” collected by a munici-
pally owned power company to the 
general fund.

The legislation also would re-
quire that a public meeting be held 
any time changes to electric rates 
are considered, that rate changes 
cannot be made more frequently 
than once every three months; and 
that security deposits, payment 
arrangements, and shut-offs all 
be regulated in the same way that 
private investor-owned utilities 
like PPL and Metropolitan-Edison 
are regulated by the Pennsylvania 
Utility Commission.

Bernstine didn’t mention it in 
his email, but his legislation would 
allow for electric rates charged by 
Middletown and the other bor-
oughs to be challenged by anyone 
in county court.

Local control?
David Woglom, executive direc-

tor of  the PMEA, acknowledges 
that Middletown and the other 
boroughs that provide power are 
not regulated by the PUC or by 
any other entity in state or federal 
government.

That’s as it should be, Woglom 
told the Press & Journal. The 
electric rates and electrical sys-
tems in all of  these boroughs is 
run and regulated by the elected 
members of  borough council, who 
are “directly answerable to their 
residents and taxpayers.”

“We are decentralizing author-
ity here right down to the lowest 
possible level it could be,” Woglom 
said, allowing each borough to run 
its electrical system the way it sees 
as most beneficial to its residents, 
instead of  coming under a one-
size-fits-all form of  state-imposed 
rules and regulations.

For example, while most of  
the 35 public-power boroughs — 
including Middletown — clearly 
rely on cash transfers from their 
electric revenue, some of  the bor-
oughs choose not to make these 
transfers, for their own reasons, 
Woglom said. 

While the boroughs buy power 
on the wholesale market and resell 
it, the retail rate each borough sets 
varies. Some are higher than pri-
vately owned utilities in surround-
ing municipalities, some are lower, 
but “generally speaking we are 
very competitive” with the retail 
rates of  private utilities, he said.

Moreover, Woglom said that 
allowing public-power boroughs 
such as Middletown to transfer 
money from its electric fund to 
subsidize the general fund is a 
“more equitable” way of  paying 
for municipal services than rely-
ing almost solely on the property 
tax, as most other municipalities 
in Pennsylvania must do.

Most municipalities, Middle-
town included, have within their 
borders property owned by 
churches and school districts that 
is exempt from the property tax. 
But in a public-power borough, all 
these entities pay an electric bill, 
helping to ensure that everyone 
pays their fair share, according 
to Woglom.

Instead of  holding all residents 
and businesses “hostage” to a 
public-power “monopoly,” these 
boroughs should seek changes in 
the tax law that allows these enti-
ties to be exempt, Bernstine said.

But doing so would shift the 
burden to school districts and 
“take even more money away from 
our education system,” he added.

Moreover, if  the public-power 
system was really as equitable as 
Woglom says, the property tax in 
Middletown wouldn’t be as high as 
it is, Bernstine countered.

Only four other municipalities 
in Dauphin County have higher 
property tax rates, according to 
Bernstine — although Middletown 
appears to rank ninth, based on the 
current millage rate table found 
on the Dauphin County website.

But according to Bernstine, the 
poster child for what is wrong 
with the public-power system in 
Pennsylvania is Ellwood City, Ber-
nstine’s base in the 10th District. 

Ellwood City has raised taxes 67 
percent over the last four years and 
has the second highest property 

tax rate in the county, according 
to Bernstine, although Ellwood 
City lies in both Beaver and Law-
rence counties so it was not clear 
to which county he was referring.

“To say this keeps property taxes 
low is not only disingenuous, but 
it’s actually reckless,” he said.

According to Woglom and the 
association, Bernstine’s entire 
proposal is rooted in his “anger” 
over the situation in just one pub-
lic-power borough — Ellwood City.

Ellwood City only?
Bernstein admits that is true. 

He contends that electric rates 
for some residents in Ellwood 
City have gone up by more than 
100 percent from month to month, 
regardless of  the amount of  elec-
tricity consumed.

He told stories of  elderly people 
who have come into his district 
office to complain about their 
electricity being shut off by Ell-
wood City.

“There are no rules on shutting 
off an 85-year-old who needs to 
charge his oxygen tank. There 
are egregious fees for restarting 
electric,” Bernstine said. “It’s 
not the fault of  the consumer but 
paperwork mistakes made by the 
borough, but the people still have 
to pay. There is no oversight. 
They can do whatever they want 
because they are not bound by 
the PUC.”

But Woglom said claims Bern-

stine has made that electric rates 
in Ellwood City have fluctuated by 
as much as 200 to 300 percent are 
“not even close to true. We have 
statistics from Ellwood City billing 
rates to support that.”

As proof  that Bernstine’s ire is 
directed solely at Ellwood City, 
Woglom points to Bernstine “sev-
eral times” having sought PMEA’s 
endorsement to support legisla-
tion that would only regulate 
Ellwood City and exempt Middle-
town and the other public-power 
boroughs from the law.

“That is the level of  displeasure 
and anger he has with Ellwood 
City,” Woglom said of  Bernstine.

Bernstine said that in April 
2017 — before introducing House 
Bill 1405 in May — he approached 
PMEA with a resolution that 
would have exempted from the 
legislation Middletown and all the 
other public-power boroughs that 
are outside of  the 10th District.

PMEA refused, as did the Penn-
sylvania State Association of  Bor-
oughs — both of  which Bernstine 
labels as “taxpayer-funded” lobby-
ing groups because municipalities 
use tax dollars to pay their dues.

Bernstine said he did not intend 
to make his legislation a “one-
size-fits-all” form of  rules and 
regulations, but PMEA “chose to 
make it that when they refused 
to work on pieces of  legislation 
that would protect consumers in 
Ellwood City.”

To Bernstine, PMEA’s refusing 

to participate in the Jan. 11 confer-
ence call is further proof  of  the 
group’s intransigence.

PMEA “is making a decision 
not in the best interests of  Middle-
town borough residents to obtain 
additional information” on the 
legislation, he added. “It is irre-
sponsible at best but very typical 
for an organization such as theirs, 
and further proves that (PMEA) is 
not interested in working toward 
an amicable resolution.”

Bernstine said no complaints 
regarding the electrical system in 
Middletown have been brought to 
his attention. 

He was not aware of  the lawsuit 
that was brought against the bor-
ough in Dauphin County Court 
in December 2016 by Librandi 
Machine Shop, over Librandi try-
ing to stop having to pay what the 
company contends is “excessive” 
electricity bills to Middletown (see 
related story, page A1).

However, “we know this issue is 
happening in other places” besides 
Ellwood City, Bernstine said.

“Pennsylvania has granted 
them (the public-power boroughs) 
the authority to be a monopoly,” 
he added. “These people don’t have 
supplier choice, they are locked 
into purchasing in a monopolistic 
system. This hurts companies and 
job growth and it is not good for 
the economy. Anytime you have a 
monopoly, you need oversight and 
regulation to provide consumer 
protection.”

AUTO DEALER
Hondru Auto
2005 South Market Street, 
Elizabethtown
717-367-6644

Sutliff Chevrolet, Don Stago
13th & Paxton Sts., Harrisburg
717-234-4444 or 717-940-4963

AUTO SERVICE
Dailey’s Service Station
200 East Main Street, Middletown
717-944-4407

Elwood’s Service Station
138 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-9255

Vastine’s Auto Service
231 Oak Hill Drive, Middletown
717-944-7154

CHIROPRACTOR/
PHYSICAL THERAPIST
THE HETRICK CENTER
500 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-2225

FLOWERS
Michele Hughes Lutz
Creations with You in Mind
131 Dock Street, Royalton 
717-944-5425
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Rhoads Pharmacy & Gift Shop
17 West Main Street, Hummelstown
717-566-2525

Middletown Pharmacy 
& Gift Shop
436 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1640

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Dale Sinniger & Son Electric
717-944-3419 or 717-944-6766

Gipe Flooring
5435 Jonestown Road, Harrisburg
717-545-6103

HW Wilson Roofing
2161 North Union Street, Middletown 
717-566-5100

Musser Tree Service
3444 Roundtop Road, Elizabethtown
717-367-3724

INSURANCE
State Farm Insurance
Steve Lane
735 North Union Street, Middletown
717-944-1308

PERSONAL TRAINING
Home Team Training
500 North Union Street, Middletown
717-215-9607

PRINTING
Press And Journal Publications
Web & Sheet Fed Full Service Printery
For More Information 
717-944-4628

RESTAURANT
Black Horse Tavern
101 E. Main Street, Middletown
717-944-0450

SALON
Hairport/Touch of Class
2 S. Union Street, Middletown
717-944-7980

Sharp Cuts
124 West Main Street, Middletown
717-944-1000
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Support Your 
Local Businesses

Law would restrict Middletown’s use of electric funds
Boroughs that sell electricity couldn’t transfer money into general fund; tax rates could go up

“We are decentralizing authority here 
right down to the lowest possible level it 
could be.”

David Woglom, executive director of the 
Pennsylvania Municipal Electric Association

To place your business in this directory 

contact the Press And Journal at: 20 S.Union Street, Middletown

E-mail: info@pressandjournal.com 

Phone: 717-944-4628

“The people still have to pay. There is 
no oversight. They can do whatever they 
want because they are not bound by the 
PUC.”

state Rep. Aaron Bernstine

(717) 944-0760 
1350 Schoolhouse Road, 

Middletown

BLOCK SHOOT

SUNDAY, 
Jan. 7th

starting at 1 pm

(717) 944-0760
1350 Schoolhouse Road, 

Middletown

BLOCK SHOOTBLOCK SHOOT

starting at 1 pmstarting at 1 pm

Held at:

 $250
MEAT PRIZES!

   Benefi ts Kids 
    Trout Derby

CASH
LAST SHOOT

FIFTH SHOOT • BASED ON 60 SHOOTERS
MEMBERS & GUESTS
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www.fager-finkenbinder.com 
208 North Union Street • Middletown, PA 17057 • 717-944-7413

Bethany L. Malloy
Supervisor 

Fager-
Finkenbinder

Fager-Finkenbinder 
saves you $1,680 

$8,380

Matinchek

Fager-Finkenbinder Funeral Home & 
Crematory, Inc. offers the BEST  
funeral and cremation VALUE in Middletown?  

SAVE OVER 20%

Let us show you the difference a caring neighbor can make!

Pricing based on published General Price Lists for the above funeral homes.  
Providers may change their prices without notice.
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 Call us 
today for a 

FREE 
Celebrating 

Life’s Journey 
Planning Kit 

and a no 
obligation 
planning  
and cost 
analysis.

Journey
LIFE’s
Celebrating

DID YOU 
KNOW…

TRADITIONAL SERVICE 
with basic metal casket 

and outer burial container

Fager-
Finkenbinder

Fager-Finkenbinder 
saves you $400

$1,995

Matinchek

DIRECT CREMATION
with alternative container

$6,700
$1,595

(now graduated) had a personal 
service dog with her throughout 
her schooling in MASD,” Suski 
said in an email.

A ray of sunshine
Mia’s mere appearance is the 

metaphorical sunshine to a stu-
dent’s cloudy day as evidenced 
by her visit to Houtz’s room at 
Kunkel. It wasn’t just Neal, but 
others who exuded happiness and 
relaxation with Mia in the room.

“When they see Mia, you see a 
smile on their face,” O’Connell 
said.

The four-legged guest of  honor 
took all the attention in stride, 
never becoming aggressive, just 
patiently absorbing all the hands 
and fingers of  the students who 
wanted just a few minutes of  her 
time to temporarily forget the 
reading assignment they were 
focused on minutes earlier. 

From reading out loud to her 
and attempting to play fetch with 
her, to multiple head scratches and 
asking questions of  O’Connell, 
the students’ pleasure from Mia’s 
presence was palpable, especially 
as the time to depart arrived. Some 
students lingered, not wanting to 
say goodbye.

Nisier Franklin got a special 
goodbye from Mia as he got her 
to extend her paw and shake it.

“She really does calm them 
down,” Houtz said. “What kid 
doesn’t want to read to a dog 
either?”

Talaysia Roy had the oppor-

tunity for some one-on-one time 
with Mia before having to leave. 
She simply soaked up the moment 
with Mia, petting her and listening 
to the answers to the questions 
posed to O’Connell.

Talaysia said if  anyone is feel-
ing sad or upset, they should visit 
Mia if  they can because she would 
cheer them up. Because of  that, 
she’s an important part of  the 
school environment.

“When she sees us, she’s happy 
and when I see her I’m happy, too,” 
Talaysia said.

The Nov. 21 visit wasn’t the first 
time Mia had come to visit Houtz’s 
room. She visited on the morning 
of  Friday, Nov. 3. That was the first 
time Houtz had requested Mia’s 
presence and the Nov. 3 meeting 
went so well, Houtz asked that 
Mia return.

“I thought that Mia would be 
an excellent addition to our class-
room because my students will feel 
motivated to complete their work 
when Mia is in the classroom, 
cheer them up on difficult days, 
and provide a sense of  calm in 
the room as students are work-
ing when Mia is present,” Houtz 
said in an email. “I also think it is 
important for my students to learn 
dog safety and the benefits therapy 
dogs can provide for them.”

Mia takes away any tension or 
stress that the students might be 
feeling, she said.

“They enjoy having her in the 
room as they are learning. Some of  
my students enjoy sitting in a bean 
bag chair with Mia laying next to 
her as they finish an assignment or 
laying on the floor with her while 
they read a book,” she said.

“I think it is an excellent pro-
gram, and I cannot wait to see 
the various ways in which it will 
be used in our district. Therapy 
dogs can provide a wide range of  
benefits and it is great that our 
district is utilizing Mia to begin 
this program,” Houtz said.

Stress relief
The visits to Houtz’s classroom 

weren’t Mia’s first foray into one of  
the Middletown Area School Dis-
trict’s classrooms. On the morning 
of  Tuesday, Oct. 3, Mia visited 
Elizabeth Gannon-Rittenhouse’s 
honors English 2 class, composed 
of  sophomores, at the high school. 
As with Houtz’s students, several 

of  Gannon-Rittenhouse’s students 
were glad to see Mia, as evidenced 
by the emotion and smiles on their 
faces upon her arrival.

Mia seemed to congregate with 
one particular cluster of  students, 
which included Cayla Garman, 
that morning. Cayla, who has 
three dogs of  her own at home, 
said having Mia in the classroom 
“reminds me of  home” where 
her dogs are there as she does 
her work.

She added that she and others 
deal with high anxiety because 
they’re taking honors and Ad-
vanced Placement classes, which 
can be stressful, and just seeing 
Mia in the hallways and being able 
to pet her helps them cope.

“We all love her,” Cayla said.

Gannon-Rittenhouse backed 
Garman’s claims up, stating that 
she requested Mia’s presence after 
a particular day when her students 
were stressed out and she saw 
firsthand how big the difference 
in her students’ attitude was when 
Mia was in the classroom and how 
calmed down the students were.

Gannon-Rittenhouse said that 
sometimes people forget that 
honor students are working un-
der stress, preparing for college, 
Keystones, and their AP classes 
and it is real for them, and so she’s 
had Mia return several times since 
that initial day.

“She just puts a smile on every-
body’s face,” Gannon-Rittenhouse 
said. “It’s nice to have that little bit 
of  stress relief.”

Suski said elementary school 
students will read books to Mia 
as a way of  practicing reading 
because it is less intimidating for 
a child to read aloud to a dog than 
to an adult or peer if  the student 
struggles with self-confidence.

That was confirmed as Houtz 
gave her students a brief  read-
ing assignment after she had 
concluded reading “Arthur” to 
them. Students split into pairs 
and took turns reading a book. As 
they read, Mia came around to the 
groups and sat nearby, listening 
as they read.

“Thus far, I have heard a lot of  
positive feedback from teachers 
and students about seeing Mia in 
their schools,” Suski said.

MIA: Therapy dog helps put smile on faces of students, teacher says
From page A1

fire activity right now compared 
to other times of  the year, Kru-
pilis said.

However, the association says 
there is an increased risk of  fire 
in the home during the winter 
months of  December, January 
and February. Many of  these 
fires are tied to increased reli-
ance upon heating equipment.

With the severe cold conditions 
we are experiencing, it’s a good 
time to make sure you are not 
putting yourself  or your family 
at risk. The association offers 
these tips to help prevent a fire 
in your home over the winter:

• If  you use a fireplace to heat 
your home, you should have the 
chimney and vents cleaned and 
inspected at least once a year by 
a qualified professional — prefer-
ably before the mercury in the 
thermometer starts to tumble.

• Store cooled ashes from a 
fireplace in a tightly covered 
metal container, and keep the 
container outside at least 10 feet 
from your home and from any 
other nearby buildings.

• Keep portable generators 
outside, away from windows, 
and as far away as possible from 
your home.

• Install and test carbon mon-
oxide alarms at least monthly.

• Keep anything that can burn 
at least 3 feet from heat sources 
such as fireplaces, wood stoves, 
radiators or space heaters.

• Plug only one heat-producing 
appliance (such as a space 

heater) into an electrical outlet 
at a time.

Krupilis said you should never 
plug a space heater into a power 
strip or into an extension cord. 
Always plug the space heater 
directly into an outlet.

If  you still have your Christ-
mas tree up, make sure to water 
it. Inspect the lights to make sure 
that the wires are not frayed and 
that no bare wire is showing.

Finally — and this is good ad-
vice year-round — Krupilis said 
to make sure you have smoke 
detectors and that the detectors 
are working properly.

The two families displaced by 
the Dec. 20 fire at Pineford were 
both awoken by smoke detectors. 
Otherwise, things could have 
been much worse, said Middle-
town Deputy Chief  Chris Coble.

The fire department on its 
Facebook page credited work-
ing smoke detectors with hav-
ing “saved several families 
and prevented any civilian or 
firefighter injuries” during the 
Pineford fire.

FIRES: Tips help protect home
From page A1

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DAVID BARR

Students Brittany Garner and Nisier Franklin participate in a reading activity 
at Kunkel Elementary School as Mia the therapy dog listens.

Lisa O'Connell and her therapy 
dog Mia go around to the multiple 
buildings in the Middletown Area 
School District to bring comfort to 
students.

STAFF PHOTO BY JASON MADDUX

Windows are boarded up at 448 
Grant St. on Wednesday, Dec. 27.

REGISTRATION
Lower Swatara Twp. Athletic Association

YOUTH BASEBALL, GIRLS’ SOFTBALL & TEENER BASEBALL

LSTAA Baseball and Softball registration for the 2018 season will be held at 
the Lower Swatara Municipal Building, 1499 Spring Garden Dr., Middletown

For questions, including cost and fundraiser 
options as well as online registration visit www.lstaa.org or call 

JASON WAGNER at 717-574-0536

Open to all kids living within Lower Swatara Township and Highspire. 
First year players must bring a copy of birth certifi cate and proof of residency document.

Volunteers for coaching are welcome and may sign up at registration.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 13th 9 am-Noon
SATURDAY, JANUARY 20th 1 pm-4 pm
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BLUE AND GOLD CLUB
fundraiser dinner dance

Supporting student programs in 
the Middletown Area School District

BLUE AND GOLD IS A 501(C)(3) COMPANY

SATURDAY, JANUARY 20th  from 6-10 PM
AMERICAN LEGION POST 594, 137 EAST HIGH STREET, MIDDLETOWN

advance ticket sales only

TICKET PURCHASE & INFO: Larry Etter (717) 944-3123 or 
MASD Athletic Director (717) 948-3333

TICKETS:
$30 + CASH BAR

The

50/50 RAFFLES BASKET RAFFLE

By Larry Etter
Press & Journal Staff

The Middletown boys basketball 
team hosted a holiday tournament 
last week and finished in second 
place after coming up on the 
short end of  a 75-51 score against 

Lampeter-Strasburg in the cham-
pionship game on Thursday night.

The Blue Raiders reached the ti-
tle contest after defeating Susque-
hannock in the second game on 
Wednesday. Lampeter-Strasburg 
had rallied past Northern York 
in the tourney opener to earn the 

right to face their hosts Thursday. 
With the win and loss, the 

Blue Raiders evened their sea-
son record to 3-3 overall as they 
head into 2018 still trying to find 
some consistency in their game. 
Weather canceled Saturday’s con-
test at Pottsville. Games this week 
include at Camp Hill on Tuesday, 
Jan. 2, home to Trinity on Friday 
and at West Perry next Tuesday.

One of  their main concerns is 
foul shooting, a factor that showed 
up again in the championship 
loss. The Raiders are also hav-
ing difficulties getting balanced 
scoring among the ranks. While 
Ryan Hughes and Chris Plummer 
have been leading the way on the 
offensive end, points from their 
teammates have been few and far 
between. Those two main areas 
of  concern have head coach Chris 
Sattele searching for answers.  

Middletown 64,  
Susquehannock 49

Plummer led the way with 22 
points and Hughes added 17 as 
the Blue Raiders fought off an 
upset bid by the Warriors in the 
second game of the tournament on 
Wednesday with a strong second 
half  in the victory.

The game was knotted at 17 after 
one quarter and the Raiders held a 
slim 31-27 lead at halftime. But the 
Middletown five took control with 
a 15-7 scoring advantage in the 
third quarter that keyed the win. 

After the Raiders had jumped 
out to a 7-2 lead and held a 15-10 
advantage with 2:30 left in the 
opening period, Susquehannock’s 
Hunter Sentz scored five straight 
points for the Warriors to tie the 
game with 1:35 left. A Hughes 
jumper at 1:01 pushed the Raiders 
back in front, but Sentz added two 
late free throws with 3 seconds left 
to again knot the score 17-17. Sentz 
recorded 10 of  his team-high 16 
points in the quarter. 

Hughes scored just 18 seconds 

The Blue Raider wrestling team 
traveled to Governor Mifflin on 
Dec. 28-29 for its annual Holiday 
Tournament, which featured 24 
teams from as far away as South 
Carolina.

The Raiders pinned their way 
through the quarterfinal and semi-
final rounds, sealing an impressive 
fifth-place team finish and putting 
six Blue Raider wrestlers on the 
podium.  

Sophomore Luke Fegley placed 
second at 106 pounds. Fegley went 
3-1 in the tournament, starting 
with a 12-4 major decision over 
Penn Manor’s Tanner Stefanick. 

Fegley earned wins by fall in 
both the quarterfinal and semifi-
nal rounds, pinning Gio Luciano 
of  Hempfield in 2:35 and Travis 
Anderson of  Pine Grove in 3:43. 

Fegley had to settle for runner-
up after dropping a 5-2 match with 
Bailey Gimbor of  Brandywine 
Heights in the finals.

Junior Ryan Berstler also 
earned a second-place finish at 120 
pounds. Berstler defeated Nazmul 
Islam of  Upper Darby, 9-2, before 
scoring a gutsy overtime victory 
against No. 1 seed Michael Shif-
fler of  Hillcrest, South Carolina. 
Berstler earned his shot at the 
120-pound championship with 

Blue Raiders: You win some, you lose some
Boys basketball team stands at 3-3 on the season after finishing runner-up in own tourney

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DONALD GRAHAM

Tyreer Mills goes in for a layup on Wednesday vs. Susquehannock.Please see BASKETBALL, page B2

Please see WRESTLING, page B2

Blue Raiders wrestlers take fifth,  
with plenty of second-place finishers

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DEBBIE SPEAR

Ryan Berstler, wrestling at 120 pounds, recorded a 5-0 semifinal win over Corbin Houdeshell from Lake Norman, 
North Carolina, en route to a second-place finish.

The Blue Raiders girls basket-
ball team stands at 4-4 on the 
season after splitting a pair of  
games last week and having Sat-
urday’s contest vs. Lower Dauphin 
postponed.

The team lost 52-30 on Wednes-
day, Dec. 27, in the Hershey Holi-
day Tournament, then lost 49-46 to 
Gettysburg on Thursday, Dec. 28.

Lampeter-Strasburg held the 
Blue Raiders to their lowest of-
fensive output of  the season, with 

Kate Fitzpatrick the only player in 
double digits with 10 points. She 
added 10 rebounds for a double-
double.

Middletown failed to score more 
than 8 points in any quarter, falling 
behind 15-8 after the first quarter 
and 29-16 at half. 

It was more of  the same in the 
third quarter, with the Pioneers 
outscoring Middletown 13-8 for a 
42-24 lead heading into the fourth. 
Lampeter-Strasburg won that 

quarter as well, 10-6.
Makaila Nester added 8 points, 

Morgan Noon had 6, Joci Koser 4 
and Ayanna Reeves 2 to round out 
the scoring.

In the Gettysburg game, it was 
Nester who led the way, scoring a 
season-high 21 points. Fitzpatrick 
and Jae Keller added 11, with 
Koser chipping in 3. Nester also 
had six rebounds, 4 assists and 
4 steals. Fitzpatrick, Tiana Noon 
and Morgan Noon also had 6 

rebounds.
Middletown led after the first 

quarter, 15-13, and at halftime, 24-
20. But the Warriors got within one 
after three quarters at 32-31 and 
an 18-14 edge in the fourth quarter 
provided the winning margin.

The Blue Raiders played host 
to Camp Hill on Tuesday before 
traveling to Donegal on Thursday 
and Trinity on Friday. They will 
play host to West Perry on Tues-
day, Jan. 9.

Raider girls drop two in Hershey Holiday Tournament

No Card 
Needed 
To Save!
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KARNSFOODS.COM

LEMOYNE
763-0165

BOILING SPRINGS
258-1458

HARRISBURG
545-4731

HERSHEY
533-6445

MIDDLETOWN
944-7486

MECHANICSBURG
901-6967

NEW BLOOMFIELD
582-4028

CARLISLE
218-8588

PRICES EFFECTIVE 1/2/18 – 1/9/18

start the
year withyear withyear withyear with
Savings!
FRESH CHICKEN
LEG QUARTERS
MUST BUY 10 LBS

Savings!Savings!
FRESH CHICKEN
LEG QUARTERS
MUST BUY 10 LBS

39¢
lb.

FRESH LEAN
CHOPPED CHUCK
MUST BUY 10 LBSMUST BUY 10 LBS

279
lb.

USDA WHOLE CHOICE BONELESS
NEW YORK STEAK
12 LB AVG

USDA WHOLE CHOICE BONELESS
NEW YORK STEAK
12 LB AVG

499
lb.

159
lb.

FRESH BONELESS SKINLESS
CHICKEN BREASTS
MUST BUY 5 LBS

6OZ SALMON
FILLET PORTIONS
MUST BUY 2 LBS
FILLET PORTIONS
MUST BUY 2 LBS

699
lb.

3 LBS VINTAGE SWEET
NAVAL ORANGES

499
ea.

2 FOR 
$5$5

4 ea.

1 L BS FRESH
STRAWBERRIES

SELECTED 8.4OZ-12.6OZ

KELLOGG'S CEREALS
MUST BUY 6+ · SINGLES $2

149
ea.

16oz
SAN GIORGIO PASTA
ELBOW & SPAGHETTI

69¢
ea.

6oz
LA YOGURTS

3 FOR
$1
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Elwood’s
• PA Inspections • Brakes
• New & Used Tires • Exhaust • Struts 
• Oil Changes • Shocks • Batteries
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING
138 W. Main Street
Middletown

944-9255

IS YOUR STATE INSPECTION DUE?

Dailey’s Service 
Station
• State Inspections • Tune-ups 
• Oil Changes • Repairs
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING
Corner Main & Spruce Streets
Middletown

944-4407

Vastine’s Auto Service
General Repair Service on Domestic 
and Popular Foreign Cars
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING

231 Oak Hill Drive
Middletown

944-7154

The Hondru
Service Experience
Factory Warranty Center
The Best Service in Lancaster County

• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING

367-6644

Quick Lane 
Tire & Auto Center 
“Serving All Makes & Models 
Without An Appointment”
• VEHICLE EMISSIONS TESTING
Rte. 322 E. of Hershey at Maguire’s Ford

838-7700

Pennsylvania requires vehicle safety 
inspections for all passenger cars and 

light-duty trucks that need registration in the state.

CALL ANY ONE OF THESE LOCAL 
OFFICIAL PENNDOT INSPECTION STATIONS.

Even If Your Vehicle’s Inspection 
Is Not Due, It Pays To Have A 

Periodic Check At Least 
Every Six Months.

231 OAK HILL DRIVE • MIDDLETOWN • 944-7154

PA STATE INSPECTIONS
Lube • Oil & Filter Service

Open 
Weekdays 

8 am-5:30 pm 
Closed Sat.

•OIL CHANGES
•BRAKE REPAIRS
•EXHAUST REPAIRS
•COMPUTER DIAGNOSIS

into period two off a David Alcock 
assist to push the Raiders back on 
top at 19-17. The Middletown squad 
did not trail after that point. 

Plummer scored following a foul 
shot by Sentz, and Antonio Gamble 
converted a Tre’ Leach assist into 
a 23-18 Middletown lead at the 5:03 
mark of  the quarter. After going 
up 30-22 on a pair of  free throws by 
Hughes with 1:47 left the Raiders 
had trouble scoring in the late go-
ing, picking up just a single point 
on a foul shot by Gamble the rest 
of  the way. 

Late points by Kyle Orondorff 
and Jordan McMillon pulled the 
Warriors to within four, 31-27, at 
the halftime break. 

Plummer started off the scoring 
in the third quarter with a trey 
and, after McMillon drove inside 
for a bucket with 6:00 left, the Blue 
Raiders ran off 7 straight points to 
climb up to a 41-29 advantage with 
3:20 left. The Warriors made just 
two of  10 shots in the period and 
the Raiders made 6 of  15, includ-
ing Plummer’s third triple of  the 
game and a late basket by Tyreer 
Mills off a Kyle Truesdale assist. 
The 15-7 scoring advantage gave 
the Raiders a comfortable 46-34 
lead heading into the final frame. 

While scoring did not come easy 
for either side, the Raiders did 
manage to outscore the Warriors 
10-4 in the first half  of  the fourth 
quarter as they built up a 56-38 
lead. Late scores by Mitch Lee, 
Brady Fox and Alcock kept the 
Raiders out in front as they cruised 
to the victory. 

Lampeter-Strasburg 75, 
Middletown 51

The Pioneers, who had rallied 
from a 33-24 halftime deficit to 
claim a 69-53 win against Northern 
York in the opening game of  the 
tournament, outscored the Blue 
Raiders in every period in the 
tourney final to walk away with 
a 75-51 victory and the trophy on 
Thursday night. 

Led by Tournament MVP Ryan 
Smith’s 24 points and 17 from Isaac 
Beers, Lampeter-Strasburg’s 
dominance on both ends of  the 
court proved to be too much for 
the Blue Raiders, who struggled to 
match up with their guests. 

When not getting the ball inside 

to the 6-foot-8 Smith for layups, 
the Pioneers shot well from out-
side by hitting 6 three-pointers. 
The Blue Raiders, still plagued 
by foul shooting trouble (20 for 
40), also had trouble scoring from 
the floor, shooting just 33 percent 
in the loss. That simply was not 
good enough against a very good 
Lampeter-Strasburg team that 
had suffered just one loss entering 
the tournament. 

While Hughes (17 points), Plum-
mer (11 points) and Leach (10 

points) teamed for 38 points, their 
totals were not equal to the 41 that 
Smith and Beers put up. Ten Pio-
neers scored in the game. 

The Raiders tied the score at 
6-6 midway through the opening 
period but Lampeter-Strasburg 
ended the segment with a 16-10 
lead. 

A good start to the second stanza 
by the Raiders pulled the home 
team to within 18-16 with 6:23 left 
in the first half. But the Pioneers 
outscored the Raiders 16-7 in the 
balance of  the quarter and eased 
into the break up 34-23. 

After the Pioneers opened up 
the second half  with a three-
pointer by Jordan Sweger, things 
simply did not get any better for 
the Middletown team as it tried to 
catch up. By the end of  the third 
quarter, Lampeter-Strasburg had 
climbed to a 50-32 lead and the 
Pioneers were never threatened 
the rest of  the way. The Raiders 
collected just one point on a free 
throw by Hughes in the first two 
minutes of  the final segment while 
the Pioneers dropped in 11 on their 
way to a  61-33 lead. And that was 
more than enough of  a gap to es-
sentially lock up the win early. 

Hughes, Jerrod Myes, Fox, 
Plummer, Leach and Tyler Petro-
vic chipped in points for the 
Middletown side in the final 8 
minutes but Lampeter-Strasburg 
registered 25 points in the span 
to wrap up the victory and the 
tournament championship. 

A winning return

SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY MARY HUNTON

Penn State football players and members of the team’s entourage return Sunday to Harrisburg International 
Airport following the team’s 35-28 victory over the Washington Huskies in the Fiesta Bowl in Glendale, Arizona, on 
Saturday.  The Nittany Lions finished 11-2 on the season.

The Capital Area Chapter 
Pennsylvania Sports Hall of  
Fame membership dinner meet-
ing will be held Jan. 24 at Pen-
brook American Legion Post 730. 

The first speaker of  the year 
is award-winning writer John 

Luciew, discussing his recent 
series on Pennsylvania’s opioid 
epidemic in PennLive.

 The social hour begins at 6 p.m. 
with dinner following at 7 p.m.

Seating is limited. 
Call Bob Hafer at 717-652-1534 

or send an email to rhafer837@
verizon.net no later than 5 p.m. 
Saturday Jan. 20 to make a reser-
vation and to learn details about 
the cost.  

Learn more at cachof.word-
press.com. 

Hall of Fame chapter to hold first meeting of year

a 5-0 semifinal win over Corbin 
Houdeshell from Lake Norman, 
North Carolina. Berstler came up 
just short, dropping a 3-0 decision 
to Marco DiBattista of  Plymouth 
Whitemarsh, who earned his 100th 
PIAA win in the match.

At 132 pounds, junior Nathan 
Brady also went 3-1 in the tourna-
ment and secured a second-place 
finish. Brady started with a pin 
over Pine Grove’s Jacob Rossi in 
3:32, and would go on to dominate 
Joel Dionne of  Hempfield en route 
to a 15-0 technical fall. Brady 
scrambled his way to a 4-3 victory 
and his own title shot by defeat-
ing Governor Mifflin senior Kyle 
Seibert in the semifinals. Brady 
also came up just short with a 5-0 
loss to Dalton Harkins of  Malvern 
Prep in the finals.

Joey Spear continued a solid 
start to his sophomore season with 
a second-place finish at 138. Spear 
pinned his way through Day 1 with 
wins over State College’s Jason 
Dry in 1:21 and Palmerton’s Matt 
Lalik in 2:39. Spear would join his 
three teammates in the finals after 
defeating Travis Lambert of  Oley 
Valley by a score of  9-8. Like his 
teammates, Spear would also drop 
his finals match to Malvern Prep 
standout Micah Visuwan.

Middletown senior Devin Mar-
tin and sophomore Arthur Dash 

also earned spots on the podium. 
Martin faced a loaded bracket at 
145 pounds. After getting caught in 
a headlock in his opening match, 
Martin battled back through the 
consolation bracket, winning 
three straight matches to earn a 
sixth-place finish in the tourna-
ment. 

The Blue Raiders were happy to 

welcome sophomore Arthur Dash 
to the lineup at 170 pounds. Dash 
earned his first two varsity wins 
and a respectable eighth-place 
finish.

The Blue Raiders were at home 
to face rival Lower Dauphin on 
Jan. 3 and travel to Trinity for a 
match-up against the Shamrocks 
on Jan 4.

WRESTLING: Multiple seconds at holiday tourney
From page B1

BASKETBALL: Lampeter-Strasburg just too much
From page B1

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DEBBIE SPEAR

Nathan Brady came up just short of a title with a 5-0 loss to Dalton Harkins of Malvern Prep in the finals at 132 
pounds in the Governor Mifflin Holiday Tournament.

Luke Fegley had to settle for runner-up after dropping a 5-2 match with 
Bailey Gimbor of Brandywine Heights in the finals at 106 pounds.

PHOTOS SPECIAL TO THE PRESS & JOURNAL BY DONALD GRAHAM

Head coach Chris Sattele offers support during the Blue Raiders’ 75-51 loss 
to Lampeter-Strasburg on Thursday.

Chris Plummer puts up a shot vs. 
Lampeter-Strasburg.

Four Middletown Blue Raiders 
football players were named to 
the 2017 Pennsylvania Football 
Writers All-State Team, Class 3A.

Brady Fox, the all-time leading 
rusher in the school’s history, was 
one of  the seven running backs 
selected.

Brendan Douglass was one 
of  five offensive linemen. Cole 

Senior was one of  five defensive 
linemen. Kyle Truesdale was 
one of  two picked for the athlete 
position.

All four players are seniors.
The Blue Raiders went unde-

feated for the second straight 
regular season but lost the 3A 
title game to Quaker Valley, 41-24.

Quaker Valley’s coach, Jerry 

Veshio, was named the Coach 
of  the Year. Their quarterback, 
Ricky Guss, was 3A Player of  
the Year.

Three Steelton-Highspire play-
ers were picked in Division 1A: 
senior quarterback Malachi 
Young, senior running back Du-
pri Andrews, and senior defensive 
back Shy’Kirr Johns.

Blue Raiders Fox, Douglass, Senior, 
Truesdale picked for All-State Team

The Conewago Rod and Gun 
Club will conduct a Basic Pistol 
Course on Sunday, Feb. 18 at the 
organization’s clubhouse, 1483 
Turnpike Road, Elizabethtown.

The Basic Pistol Course is de-
signed for individuals who have 
limited or no experience with a 
handgun. The eight-hour course 

will teach beginning shooters the 
fundamental skills needed to own 
and use a handgun safely and 
responsibly. 

It will include instruction in the 
classroom and on the pistol range. 

The course will be conducted by 
NRA-certified pistol instructors. 
Minors are welcome when ac-

companied by parent or guardian.
There is a fee for both club 

members and non-members, 
to cover course materials and 
instruction. 

Class size is limited to eight. 
Email training@conewagogun-
club.org for details, or visit www.
conewagogunclub.org.

Rod and gun club to hold Basic Pistol Course

MISS A WEEK.

MISS A LOT.
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ARIES March 21-April 20
Expressing yourself authenti-
cally is proving difficult, Aries. 
But this will pass shortly. Even-
tually, your persistence will 
pay off, and others will see that 
your intentions are genuine.
TAURUS April 21-May 21
If your dreams are within 
reason, there is no reason why 
they can’t come to fruition, 
Taurus. You just may need a 
few friends in your corner to 
help make things happen.
GEMINI May 22-June 21
Gemini, don’t obsess about a 
specific approach to working 
through a problem. Seek feed-
back from a number of people 

and explore all of your options.
CANCER June 22-July 22
It may take an intense effort 
to concentrate on your work 
because your thoughts keep 
drifting elsewhere. You must 
rein in your wandering mind. 
LEO July 23-Aug. 23
It may be challenging to sepa-
rate your fantasies from reality. 
Even though things are vivid 
in your mind, others may help 
clarify things for you.
VIRGO Aug. 24-Sept. 22
Surprising news leaves you 
a little bit frazzled. How-
ever, once you work your way 
through the surprise, you’ll see 
this news bodes well for you.

LIBRA Sept. 23-Oct. 23
Others feel like you have ev-
erything figured out and are as 
sensible as can be. But there’s 
a fun side of you that is just 
waiting to pop out. 
SCORPIO Oct. 24-Nov. 22
Something in your life is caus-
ing you undue stress. Find a 
way to let it all go by focusing 
on thoughts and things that 
bring you happiness. 
SAGITTARIUS  
Nov. 23-Dec. 21
It may seem like your time in 
the spotlight has come and 
gone, but that isn’t the case. 
You have time to show what 
you can accomplish.

CAPRICORN Dec. 22-Jan. 20
Your vision of the future may 
be set right now, but there is 
always room for some modifi-
cations. Embrace some of the 
uncertainty that can lead to 
greatness.
AQUARIUS Jan. 21-Feb. 18
No career goal is out of reach 
right now. Therefore, if you’ve 
been thinking of a career 
move, now is a great time to 
put those plans in motion.
PISCES Feb. 19-March 20
The search for the truth could 
lead you on a bit of a wild 
adventure. Eventually, you 
can get to the bottom of the 
situation.

ACROSS
 1. Put within
 6. Learned person
12. Resistance
16. Female title
17. Logical basis for a 

belief
18. Of I
19. Indicates position
20. Article
21. Insignificant orga-

nizational member
22. __ route
23. Expression of 

disapproval
24. Microelectrome-

chanical systems
26. Ponds
28. Satisfy
30. Dad
31. Spanish soldier 

‘El __’
32. Pouch-like struc-

ture
34. Obscure unit of 

measurement
35. Okinawa prefec-

ture capital
37. Platforms

39. Jazz singer Irene
40. Benefits
41. Hellenistic gover-

nors
43. Brownish-green 

fruit
44. Needed to see
45. Political action 

committee
47. Fast plane
48. Bahrain dinar
50. Urgent request
52. Raccoon genus
54. Millisecond
56. Atlanta rapper
57. Rural delivery
59. Intrauterine 

device
60. The Wolverine 

State
61. Free agent
62. For instance
63. Reduces
66. Lincoln’s state
67. Quit
70. Midsections
71. Bullfighting ma-

neuvers

DOWN
 1. The arch of the 

foot
 2. Canadian penin-

sula
 3. Koran chapters
 4. Abba __, Israeli 

politician
 5. Youngster
 6. Burns
 7. Comedienne Gas-

teyer
 8. Valley
 9. Belongs to sun 

god
10. Nickel
11. Great in salads
12. Leader
13. Forced through a 

sieve
14. Entryway
15. Support pillars
25. Aquatic mammal
26. __ Farrow, actress
27. Unhappy
29. Holds molecules
31. Thrifty
33. French dynasty

36. Scottish port
38. Irish militant 

organization
39. Dawn
41. Musical group of 

seven
42. Used to fry things
43. Carrot’s compan-

ion
46. Rough stone 

landmarks
47. Fourth son of 

Jacob and Leah
49. Goes against
51. Passion
53. Hard white animal 

fat
54. Soybean pastes
55. Beckon
58. Mountain and 

morning are two
60. Self-referential
64. Data executive
65. Retirement plan
68. Star Trek charac-

ter Laren
69. You and I

WORD SEARCH  |  ANSWERS ON B5 CROSSWORD  |  ANSWERS ON B5
Baked goods 
word search

Acid
Baking
Beating
Biscuits
Bloom
Bread
Brownie

Butter
Buttermilk
Cake
Chop
Cocoa
Combine
Confection
Cookie
Cornmeal
Cream

Dense
Eggs
Flour
Gluten
Golden
Grease
Honey
Ingredients
Leavening
Liquid

Measuring
Mixing
Nonstick
Pan
Powder
Sheet
Soda
Sugar
Temperature

HOROSCOPE  |  WEEK OF JAN. 3

PUZZLES AND HOROSCOPE
SUDOKU  

GUESS WHO? (answer below Word Search)

I am a shock rocker born in Ohio on Jan. 5, 1969. 
Before my music career, I had inclinations to go into 
journalism, and worked for the music magazine 25th 
Parallel. Today I am known for my theatrical concerts 
and horror-inspired fashion and makeup.

Guess Who? answer: Mariyln Manson

Puzzles are a 9-by-9 
grid, broken down into 
nine 3-by-3 boxes. 
Nos. 1 through 9 must 
fill each row, column 
and box. Each number 
can appear only once 
in each row, column 
and box. Figure out the 
order by using the nu-
meric clues provided. 
The more you name, 
the easier it gets to 
solve the puzzle.

The cold, rainy weather may 
have kept some, but not all from 
coming to the square in Middle-
town to watch the ball drop on 
New Year’s Eve. 

“The rain isn’t that bad, and it’s 
not that cold,” said Janice Aichner 
who attended the event with her 
family.

Aichner said she wanted her 
grandchildren, Cameron, Kinne-
di, and Carleigh Welsh to experi-
ence the New Year by bringing 
them to the celebration. 

Aichner said she enjoyed the 
music of  the Harrisburg-based  
band Just Us that performed on a 
covered stage.

But Middletown Mayor Robert 
Reid, who came out for the event, 
said he was disappointed by the 
turnout. 

“In past years we have had a few 
hundred people. This year is bad, 
because of  the weather,” he said. 

The event was previously held 
in the area of  North Union and 
Emaus streets and the borough 

building at Emaus and Catherine 
streets. 

But borough officials decided to 
move the celebration to Union and 
Main streets to encourage more 
people to attend. The feeling was 
that the old location was hidden 
and many residents didn’t know 
about it, Reid said.

Patrons from local bars, includ-
ing Guido McNeal’s and The Lamp 
Post Inn, came out around 11 p.m. 
to join the celebration.

In addition to the band, there 
was a bouncy ball ring for kids, a 
first this year, said Reid. 

Members of  Middletown First 
Church of  God sold hot choco-
late and other sweets during the 
celebration. 

Proceeds were donated to the 
Young Adult Coffee House. The 
coffee house, which opens Sunday 
nights at 8 p.m. at 245 W. High St., 
was started by a group of  college 
students who were looking for a 
place to hang out. 

They meet in the house below 

the church. 
The Middletown Area Arts 

Collective also held a New Year’s 
Eve dinner and featured artists 
from the Union Street Blues, a 
jazz club that offers musicians a 

place to jam. 
Shari Brandt, director of MAAC, 

was happy with the turnout of  
more than 20 people to the event, 
but hopes that in the future, more 
will attend. 

“This was our second year and I 
think we can do better next year,” 
said Brandt. 

The money raised from the 
event will go to benefit MAAC, 
Brandt said. 

Other headlines
• Highspire gets helping 

hand with Burd Run cleanup
• TMI donates coats to 

Bethesda Mission
• Boys Basketball: Lions 

caged by Raiders

News from the Wednesday, Jan. 6, 2010 edition of  the Press & Journal

Hot buys
• Smoked chops, $3.99 a 

pound. 2-pound shrimp, 
$11.98. Groff’s Meats, 33 N. 
Market St., Elizabethtown.

• Real estate: 1355 Butter-
churn Road, Old Reliance 
Farm, Middletown. 3,900 total 
square feet, 2,300 finished 
square feet. Three bedrooms 
with first-floor master suite. 
$295,000.

Jeremey Rummeo shares a New Year’s kiss with Shelley Hays during the celebration in Middletown. “I am smitten 
with this lady,” Rummeo said. Hays said they had just met.

If  you’ve ever doubted that one 
vote can make a difference in poli-
tics, just look at what happened 
in Middletown on Monday night.

The Middletown Borough Coun-
cil held its annual election for 
council president, choosing be-
tween two members who were 
nominated for the position. One 
councilman was absent, leaving 
eight members to choose their 
leader.

When the “ayes” and “nays” 

were tallied, the vote was tied. 
Councilmen Joseph Dailey and 
Robert Louer had split the votes, 
4-4.

Borough officials sat silently as 
the crowd that filled the meeting 
room, eager to watch the swearing-
in of  the winners of  November’s 
municipal election, murmured. 

No one knew what to do.
If  it were an ordinance up for 

vote, the mayor would have, by 
law, broken the tie. 

But Mayor Robert Reid was 
hesitant to decide for council who 
would be its leader. 

“I don’t think it’s right for me 
to break the tie,’’ he announced.

“Do we have a phone number 
for the (borough) solicitor?’’ 
asked District Judge David Judy, 
invited to administer the oath of  
office to officials who had won in 
November.

So Reid called the solicitor 
on a cellphone, as the audience 

listened.
“I vote? I vote in case of  a tie?’’ 

he demanded, the phone pressed 
to his ear. “You’re sure? You’re 
sure I can vote?’’ 

He paused, waiting for the an-
swer from the other end of  the call. 

“Oh,’’ he said finally. “You’re 
not sure.’’

The crowd murmured again.
“Wow. I’m not sure. I’m not 

sure,’’ said Reid. “But you’re not 
sure also.’’

He hung up, and announced to 
the audience, “I don’t think it’s 
right for me to select one. We just 
won’t organize.’’ 

Instead, the council postponed 
the remainder of  its agenda for the 
first meeting of  2010 — including 
an acceptance speech by the new 
president, the election of  a vice 
president and the naming of  a 
borough manager and secretary/
treasurer — until its next meeting, 
scheduled for Jan. 12.

New Year’s Eve drop 
draws a small but 
determined crowd

Needed: Just one vote to break a tie for council president position

One week after Middletown 
Borough Council fired Cindy 
Foster as their acting borough 
manager, she informed council 
that she was hired as assistant 
borough manager for Eliza-
bethtown Borough. 

“I had been talking to them 
for a long time, and we just 
finalized things,” said Foster, 
whose salary will decrease 
from $80,000 to $61,000. 

Foster sent an email to bor-
ough council members the 
week of Dec. 21, informing them 
she was hired in Elizabethtown 
and thanking them for their 
patience, she said.

“It is a fresh start,” said Fos-
ter. “I loved that community 
and it was a hard decision.”

Bob Louer, incoming council 
member, said that he was happy 
to hear Foster obtained a job, 
but said he was sad to not be 
working with her. 

Foster becomes 
assistant borough 
manager for 
Elizabethtown
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Strength in Our Diversity.
That’s the theme for the Penn-

sylvania Farm Show this year, the 
102nd edition. It gets underway 
with a Food Court preview day on 
Friday and continues through Jan. 
13. You can find more details on 
page A2.

Hundreds of  thousands of  visi-
tors will visit the largest indoor ag-
ricultural exposition in the United 
States, with a million square feet 
under one roof. It features nearly 
12,000 competitive exhibits, more 
than 5,200 of  which are animal 
competitions, plus 300 commercial 
exhibits and hundreds of  educa-
tional and entertaining events. 

The agriculture industry em-
ploys nearly half  a million people 
and contributes $74.5 billion to 
Pennsylvania’s economy every 
year. Diversity is an important 
part of  the industry. It’s staggering 
to think about the breadth of  what 
it entails.

According to information pro-
vided by the Farm Show: Pennsyl-
vania has “more than 58,000 farms 
and 7.7 million acres statewide 
devoted to valuable agricultural 
production; top-five producer in 
the nation of  more than 10 agricul-
tural commodities; and 2,300 food 
processing companies provide food 

for Pennsylvania and around the 
world.”

It’s not just growing traditional 
crops, either. It ranges “from the 
rich, centuries-old heritage of  our 
dairy and hardwoods industries to 
more recent ventures in aquapon-
ics and vertical farming. We have 
farmers whose families have been 
in the industry for centuries and 
entrepreneurial start-ups — both 
are driving innovation. Recent 
growth has catapulted Pennsylva-

nia to second nationally in organ-
ics. We have traditional farms with 
acres of  rolling fields, and urban 
farms growing on the rooftops and 
vacant spaces of  our cities.”

The Farm Show evolves to 
include innovation. Remember, 
for those of  you who still think 
agriculture innovation tops out at 
how to run a plow more efficiently: 
It’s a high-tech business. High-tech 
tractors use computers. Drones 
are used to help look at fields. Ef-

ficiency has increased because of  
the data now available to farmers 
of  all types. That has changed the 
industry and the work force look-
ing to enter it.

You might not go to the Farm 
Show to learn about any of  that. 
Maybe the science of  how things 
work in the industry doesn’t inter-
est you. Maybe it’s the milkshakes. 
Maybe you take your youngsters to 
see the many animals on display. 
Maybe you like the cooking dem-
onstration or the butter sculpture.

Maybe you go because you went 
with your parents or your grand-
parents and it brings back wonder-
ful memories of  years past.

It doesn’t really matter why 
you go. If  you are there, you have 
the opportunity for fun but also 
to learn about the agriculture 
industry. At its core, that’s a main 
reason the Farm Show exists.

So while you are sucking on that 
milkshake, learn something at the 
Farm Show that you didn’t know 
about agriculture in the state. 
Whether you yourself  are a farmer 
or know nothing at all about how 
it all works, the opportunities 
are right in front of  you. There is 
strength not only in diversity but 
in knowledge as well.

Enjoy the 102nd edition.

Pennsylvania journalists are no 
strangers to exposing political cor-
ruption. From the midnight pay raise 
to porngate, sadly our state has given 
members of  the media ample oppor-
tunity to serve as watchdogs of  the 
public trust — a responsibility they’ve 
often filled with excellence.

In 2012, for example, one major pa-
per’s editorial board zeroed in on the 
“scandals” in which “public officials 
illegally squandered state funds to pay 
for expenses in their election cam-
paigns.” The piece noted these officials 
had “violat[ed] the public trust” and 
taxpayers should not be charged with 
their legal fees. 

More recently, across the state, an-
other leading media outlet blasted the 
idea of  restoring a public pension to a 
former lawmaker imprisoned for the 
“crime” of  “using state employees to 
do political work.” The takeaway: Tax-
payers should neither fund the use of  
public resources for political ends nor 
reward lawmakers who abuse public 
resources for their own political gain. 

And in the commonwealth’s capitol, 
one of  the state’s most widely read edi-
torial writers left no room for ambigu-

ity a few years ago in expressing 
outrage at yet another lawmaker 
who used taxpayer-funded staff 
for political purposes. 

That literary scolding empha-
sized not once but four times 
the illegality of  using taxpayer 
resources for politics. 

So intent was the writer on making 
his point that the fourth entry ap-
peared exactly as follows: “In case you 
didn’t get that, I’ll do it one more time, 
slowly: It. Is. Illegal. For. You. To. Use. 
Taxpayer. Resources. For. Political. 
Purposes.”

In countless instances, members of  
the press have rightly called out cor-
ruption, refusing to tolerate breaches 
of  the public trust, regardless of  the 
perpetrator. 

That’s why the recent lack of  jour-
nalistic outrage, with a few notewor-
thy exceptions, over the longstanding 
systematic abuse of  public resources 
for political gain is mystifying to say 
the least.  

In Pennsylvania, taxpayer resources 
— not only at the state level but also 
at local school district levels — are 
regularly used to collect campaign 
contributions and funnel them to a 
select group of  organizations that, not 
coincidentally, are among the largest 
bankrollers of  political campaigns in 
the state. 

And it’s no secret. The public has 
known it for years.

Twice the state Senate has voted to 
end this ethical violation, but given 
the chance recently to do the same, 
the House — many members of  which 
have received thousands upon thou-
sands of  dollars from these campaign 
bankrollers — chose instead to con-
tinue endorsing a practice that’s sent 
several of  their colleagues to prison. 

The fact that a majority of  House 
members would choose to protect their 
donors or kowtow to pressure from 
special interests rather than protect 
the public trust is disturbing but not 
entirely puzzling given Harrisburg’s 
reputation for corruption and self-
preservation.

What is puzzling, however, is the 
decision by many in the press — 
longtime leaders in calling out such 
corruption — to avoid doing so in this 
case. 

Why the change?
Perhaps because when it comes to 

the use of  public resources to collect 
political campaign contributions for 
one group of  organizations and one 
group only — government unions 
— union leaders have successfully 
sidestepped scrutiny of  their own guilt 
and instead misleadingly spun the 
issue to center not on their unethical 
use of  public resources for purely po-
litical purposes but on public workers 
themselves.

These leaders claim that what is 
illegal for anyone else is a “right” for 

union members, providing them the 
convenience of  engaging in political 
elections via their government jobs. 
Worse, these union leaders falsely 
frame an end to this abuse of  taxpayer 
resources as an attack on the public 
employees who serve our communi-
ties, protect our streets, and teach our 
children.

Of  course, ending the use of  public 
resources for unions’ political fund-
raising would in no way prevent public 
employees from engaging in politics or 
limit their ability to do so. They would 
just have to do so like everyone else: 
without taxpayer participation. Yet, 
government union leaders have mis-
represented these facts in their frantic 
quest to ensure they can continue 
using public resources for political 
purposes. 

Pennsylvania’s journalists have 
long seen through attempts by public 
officials to mask their corruption and 
self-preservation. Union leaders’ long-
standing use of  taxpayer resources for 
their own political gain should merit 
equal detection and denunciation by 
the fourth estate.

In other words: It. Should. Be. Il-
legal. For. Anyone. To. Use. Taxpayer. 
Resources. For. Political. Purposes. 

Matthew Brouillette is president and 
CEO of  Commonwealth Partners 
Chamber of  Entrepreneurs. Visit www.
thecommonwealthpartners.com. 

Where is outrage over collecting campaign contributions?

EDITORIALVIEW

Enjoy Farm Show, and learn something

  There’s a quote from the movie 
“Waking Ned Devine” delivered in 
the form of  a eulogy. In a strange 
turn of  events, it’s spoken by a good 
friend to his best friend sitting in the 
congregation. If  you’ve never seen the 
movie, I highly recommend it. It’s an 
Irish movie. I’ve adapted the quote. 
Changed the syntax. Added a few 
words. Deleted a few. But this is the 
gist of  it … 

Jeanne Costik was my great friend. 
But I don’t ever remember telling her 
that. The words that are spoken at 
a funeral are spoken too late for the 
person who is dead. What a wonder-
ful thing it would be to visit your own 
funeral. To sit at the front and hear 
what was said, maybe say a few things 
yourself. 

Jeanne and I grew old together. 
But at times, when we laughed, we 

grew young. If  she was here now, if  
she could hear what I say, I’d con-
gratulate her on being a great woman, 
and thank her for being not only my 
mother, but my friend.

My mother has been bustin’ my 
chops for quite some time now for not 
writing more. For wasting my talent. 
“Mothers are like that…” She has been 
my confidant and is still my secret 
keeper. She has been my chief  coun-
selor and is still counseling without a 
license. She has been my guiding light 
and is still helping me navigate shal-
low waters. She has been my biggest 
cheerleader and is still egging me on. 
She has been my dream sharer and is 
still urging me to dream big. She has 
been my teacher and is still teaching 
me life lessons. She has been a shoul-
der to cry on and is still sharing my 
tears. 

She has been a fount of  wisdom and 
is still a wellspring of  knowledge. She 
has been my chief  critic and is still 
wagging her finger as to a child. She 
has been a helping hand, when I need 
one, and is still telling me to look at 
the end of  my own arm. “Mothers are 

like that… .”
She has recounted old stories of  me. 

Reminisced about older stories of  her. 
Filled in forgotten memories of  our 
roots. And reminded me to remember 
all. 

She has been a diaper dipper. A 
diaper washer. A hiney-wiper. A boo-
boo healer. A temperature taker. A 
tummy rubber. A nose wiper. A bottle 
giver. A bottle washer. A baby food 
heater upper. A baby food tester. A 
baby bather. A baby dryer. A clothes 
shopper. A clothes dresser. A clothes 
picker upper. A clothes washer. A 
clothes hanger upper. A clothes ironer. 
A clothes folder. 

A story reader. A beddy bye tucker. 
A birthday rememberer. A birthday 
present buyer. A cake maker. A pie 
baker. A cookie cutter. A Christmas 
shopper. A Christmas wrapper. A 
Christmas decorator. Santie Claus.  

The Easter Bunny. The Tooth Fairy. 
The Halloween costume maker. The 
Thanksgiving Day dinner cooker. A 
food planner. A food shopper. A food 
bagger. A food unbagger. A break-
fast creater. A lunch packer. A din-

ner server. A spill cleaner upper. A 
dish washer. A dish drier. A dish put 
awayer. A trash taker outer. A house 
keeper upper. A floor sweeper. A floor 
waxer. A window washer. A grass 
cutter. A weed puller. A tree planter. 
A curb cleaner. A sidewalk sweeper. A 
leaf  raker. 

A snow shoveler. A snowman maker. 
A snow suit puter on-er. A snow suit 
taker offer. A cocoa maker. A snow 
suit puter oner. A snow suit taker of-
fer. A fish cleaner. A dead frog thrower 
outer. A fight breaker upper. A fanny 
paddler. A crochet player. A hopscotch 
teacher. A tag-your-it teacher. A hide-
and-seek teacher. A jump rope teacher. 
A swimming teacher. A bike riding 
teacher. A car driving teacher. A car 
chauffeur. A baseball game watcher. 
A picture snapper. A church taker. A 
baby scrap book maker.

As Mikey the little boy in the memo-
rable 1960 Bayer aspirin TV commer-
cial said so sweetly “Mothers are like 
that ... yeah they are.”

Eddie Costik writes from Hummel-
stown.

Happy New Year, Mom ... your job never ends

MATTHEW  
BROUILLETTE

EDDIE 
COSTIK

I have been serving the residents of  
the 106th District for a year now, and 
so often I hear, “Why can’t you just get 
things done in Harrisburg.” While it 
may seem like historically large Repub-
lican majorities in the state House and 
Senate would mean quick movement 
on legislation, I have learned that even 
when the Democratic governor seems 
to be “on board,” 
bicameral parti-
san control does 
not always make 
it easy to get leg-
islation passed.

Let’s use the 
state budget 
this past year 
as an example. 
House and Sen-
ate leaders and 
the governor 
disagreed for 
months before a final revenue plan was 
in place. Many were frustrated by the 
lack of  progress and wondering why.

The underlying reason for disagree-
ment has everything to do with politics, 
but not in the way some may think. We 
are elected to represent the people. So 
while there are 254 members (governor 
included) declaring opinions on legisla-
tion in Harrisburg, their opinions are 
based on the voices of  more than 12 
million citizens. Those 12 million voices 
initially get condensed into broad sup-
port or dissent when House and Senate 
leaders negotiate statewide issues. 

Once a general agreement is dis-
cussed, the leaders must go back to 
each of  the 253 (minus the governor) 
members of  the House and Senate to 
verify or “whip” the votes. The goal is 
to get to enough support to move for-
ward, but not all Pennsylvanians share 
the same views on statewide issues.

For example, in one House or Sen-
ate district, a member may hear from 
citizens who believe a slight increase 
in their taxes is an acceptable trade-off 
for a balanced budget, while citizens 
in another area could overwhelmingly 
express an inability to fit more taxes 
into family budgets. 

Both of  these districts elected a Re-
publican, but have very different views 
about how that representative should 
vote on the state budget. 

In Pennsylvania, 102 votes are needed 
to get any legislation through the 
House and 26 votes are needed to pass 
it through the Senate. The reality is 
getting to those numbers is not an easy 
task, and our government was designed 
that way for a reason. Our Founding 
Fathers did not want lawmakers to be 
rubber stamping bills, especially when 
those bills have a huge impact on Penn-
sylvania citizens. 

No matter what my personal opinion 
is of  a bill, I will always listen to my 
constituency and vote how they want 
me to vote. Compromise is important, 
but that means meeting in the middle 
— not giving in to someone else’s 
demands. I will continue to advocate 
for the views which the majority of  my 
constituents hold on the budget and 
other state issues, while not turning a 
blind eye to a reasonable solution for 
the greater good of  all Pennsylvanians.

State Rep. Tom Mehaffie, R-Lower 
Swatara Township, represents the 106th 
Pennsylvania House District. Reach 
him at 717-534-1323 or tmehaffie@pa-
housegop.com.

TOM 
MEHAFFIE

First-year 
reflections: 
Government 
gridlock isn’t 
always bad
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Your views are welcome
We want to hear from you. Send your 
letters to: letters@pressandjournal.com, 
or 20 S. Union St., Middletown, Pa. 17057. 
Letters may be edited for accuracy, clar-
ity and length.

Compromise 
is important, 
but that means 
meeting in the 
middle — not 
giving in to 
someone else’s 
demands.

STAFF PHOTO BY JASON MADDUX

Maybe it’s ducklings going down a slide that draws you to the Farm Show.
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To list your church service here, call 717-944-4628 

or email info@pressandjournal.com

for more information.

Directory 
of Services

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
10 Spruce Street • 717-944-5835
Sunday School - 9 am • Morning Worship 10:15 am
Evening Worship - 6 pm
www.calvaryopc.com

Ebenezer African Methodist Episcopal Church
329 Market Street, Middletown
Pastor C. VICTORIA BROWN, M.Div. • 717-215-280-0798
Church School - 10 am •Worship Service - 11 am

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
"Love God, Love People, Make Disciples"
890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown
(Corner of  441 & Ebenezer Road)
Phone 717-939-0766 
Sunday Worship:
Traditional - 8:45 am • Contemporary - 10:45 am
Christian Education (All Ages)  - 10 am
Christian Child Care - 717-985-1650
BRAD GILBERT, Pastor
www.ebenezerumc.net

Evangelical United Methodist Church
Spruce & Water Sts., Middletown
717-944-6181 • www.eumch.org
Sunday School (all ages) - 9 am 
Sunday Worship - 10:15 am

Geyers United Methodist Church
1605 South Geyers Church Road, Middletown
717-944-6426
PASTOR STEVAN ATANASOFF
Worship - 9 am - Followed by Coffee Fellowship
Sunday School - 10:30 am

New Beginnings Church 
at the Riverside Chapel
630 South Union St., Middletown • 717-388-1641
Sunday School  - 9 am • Worship Service - 10:30 am
PASTOR BRITT STROHECKER
Everyone Is Welcome!

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
Union & Water Sts., Middletown • 717-944-4322
Church School  - 9:15 am • Worship - 10:30 am

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
121 N. Spring Street, Middletown
Church Office 717-944-4651
REV. DR. J. RICHARD ECKERT, Pastor
Sunday Worship - 10 am 
Sunday Church School  - 9 am - for all ages
Saturday Worship - 5 pm - in the Chapel
Wednesday Worship - 10 am in the Chapel
Worship Broadcast on 91.1 FM - 11 am
We are a Reconciling in Christ Congregation

Seven Sorrows BVM Parish
280 North Race St., Middletown   
Parish Office 717-944-3133
REV. TED KEATING, JR., Pastor
Saturday Evening Vigil - 5:30 pm
Sunday Masses - 8:00 am, 10:30 am & 6:00 pm
Confessions: Saturday - 7:30-7:50 am, 4:30-5:15 pm

Wesley United Methodist Church
64 Ann Street, Middletown
PASTOR NAYLO HOPKINS
Pastor James Lyles, 10xBetter
Phone 717-944-6242
Sunday Worship - 9:15 am 
Small Groups - 10:30 am 

Calvary Orthodox Presbyterian Church
Calvary church has been a part of  the 
Middletown Borough community since 
1936. It has been our privilege to proclaim 
the good news of  Jesus Christ all these 
years and to do so knowing the good news 
has never changed in over 2000 years. We 
firmly hold to the Apostles’ Creed and the 
Westminster Confession of  Faith and its 
Larger and Shorter Catechisms as clearly 

teaching what Scripture teaches. If  we believe the Gospel of  
Christ, then by trusting in his death and resurrection for sinners 
we can and will be forgiven and saved from God’s wrath. Please 
join us each Sunday to hear the Gospel. 

 Our services are at 10:15 a.m. 
and 6 p.m. We are located at the 
corner of  Spruce and Emmaus 
streets here in Middletown. We 
have a fellowship meal following 
the 10:15 a.m. morning service 
on the first Sunday of  every 

month, free to all who come. We 
also have Sunday school classes 
for all ages at 9 a.m. and a Bible 
Study each Wednesday at 7 p.m. 
We are now studying the power 
of  prayer. 

Ebenezer United Methodist Church
 Ebenezer United Methodist Church and 
Childcare, 890 Ebenezer Road, Middletown 
invites everyone to join us for worship on 
Sunday mornings lead by Pastor Brad 
Gilbert.  Our services are relaxed and 
casual. We offer a traditional service at 8:45 
a.m. and a contemporary service with a 
band (electric guitars) at 10:45 a.m. At 10 
a.m., between services, there is a variety of  

Christian Education classes for all ages.   
 We have several things hap-

pening at Ebenezer and all are 
welcome. There is a prayer time, 
“Partners in Prayer” that meets 
the first Monday of  each month 
at 7 p.m. Through scripture, 
song, and meditation we experi-
ence the joy of  God’s presence. 

Have a favorite board game? 
“Game Night” is every third 
Monday at 6:30 p.m. We also offer 
a variety of  other groups includ-
ing Bible studies. 

 Any questions please call us 
at 717-939-0766 or e-mail us at 
ebenezerumc890@outlook.com.

Evangelical United Methodist Church
 Evangelical Church meets on the corner of  
Spruce and Water Streets at 157 E. Water St., 
Middletown, south of  Main St., behind the 
Turkey Hill convenience store. We invite 
you to attend our Sunday morning activi-
ties: Sunday school is at 9 a.m. and worship 
is at 10:15 a.m. When you walk in the door, 
you will see people of  all ages and walks of  
life, some dressed formally and others 

casually in jeans and sneakers. Come as you are.
 Our greeters wear nametags, 

so they are easy to find and they 
will be happy to help you if  you 
need any assistance or have a 
question. We celebrate com-
munion the first Sunday of  each 
month. In the spirit of  Jesus 
Christ, and as a congregation in 
the United Methodist Church, 
we welcome all (baptized or un-
baptized) to partake of  the holy 
sacrament. We invite you to ex-
perience life at Evangelical UMC. 
Whether you are looking for a 
community, are lonely, searching 
for the meaning of  life, or want 
to know more about Jesus, our 
doors are open for you. Check 
our website to learn more about 
us: www.eumch.org.

 This week’s worship assis-
tants are as follows: Pastor – Lee 
Ellenberger; Liturgist - Alberta 
Harris; Organist – Don Cowsert 
Sr.; Choir Director – Erich Schli-

cher; Audio Visual – Steve Moyer 
and Jamal Warren; Head Usher 
– Scott Green; Greeters – Shirley 
Jones and Carol Williams; Nurs-
ery Caregivers – Gloria Clouser 
and Vickie Hubbard and our Sr. 
Choir members.

 The altar flowers today are 
given in memory of  parents 
Marchia and Charles Ulmer, and 
brother Charles E. Ulmer by Bar-
bara Tucker and family.

 This week’s schedule of  activi-
ties is as follows:

 Wed., Jan. 3: 6 p.m., Alcoholics 
Anonymous Book Study Group; 
6:30 p.m., Sr. Choir rehearsal in 
church sanctuary.

 Sun., Jan. 7: 9 a.m., Sunday 
school; 10:15 a.m., Sunday Wor-
ship Service.

 Tues., Jan. 9: 2 p.m., Prayer 
Shawl Ministry; 6 p.m., God’s 
Kitchen at Wesley, meal provided 
by Geyers.

New Beginnings Church of Middletown
 We are an independent body of  believers 
offering God’s invitation for a new begin-
ning to all who seek it. We exist to meet the 
spiritual, emotional and physical needs of  
all people through faith in Jesus Christ. We 
are a Safe Sanctuary congregation. New 
Beginnings Church invites you to worship 
with us each Sunday at 10:30 a.m. Nursery 
and children’s church is provided. Our 

congregation meets at Riverside Chapel, 630 S. Union St., next to 
the Rescue Fire Company. Sunday School for all ages is at 9 a.m. 
We are handicap accessible via ramp at back door. 

For additional church infor-
mation call 717-944-9595. For 
security purposes our back and 
side doors will be locked every 
Sunday morning at 10:30 a.m. at 
the start of  worship. The only 
door for entry after that will be 
the front door.

 Sundays: Youth Fellowship 
meets every Sunday evening 
from 5 to 7 p.m. 

 Mondays: Men meet every 
Monday morning for prayer 
at 6 a.m. Community men are 
welcome; Sociable Seniors group 
meets the 1st and 3rd Mondays 
from 1 to 3 p.m. All are welcome.

 Wednesdays: Craft Group 
meets at 1 p.m.; Choir practice at 
6:30 p.m.

  Thursdays: Blanket makers 
meet the 1st and 3rd Thursdays 
of  the month at 9 a.m.; Interces-
sory Prayer meets Thursdays at 
6 p.m., followed by Bible Study at 
7 p.m.

 Saturdays: We clean the 
Middletown Food Bank the 3rd 
Saturday every other month. Ev-
eryone is welcome to participate 
in these important areas of  our 
church life.

 January ushers: the Dana and 
Jeff Rhine family; Greeter: Bon-

nie Harper; Children’s church 
leaders for Jan. 7: Kelly Hum-
mert and Crystal Mrakovich.

Our prayer garden in the rear 
of  the yard has an 8-foot cross 
made out of  nails and is illumi-
nated at night.  From spring to 
winter benches are provided to 
use to meditate or just enjoy the 
beauty and quietness along the 
Swatara Creek.

 Pastor Britt writes a daily 
devotional on the Facebook page 
“Pastor Britt Strohecker.” In ad-
dition, he posts a pod cast of  Bi-
ble study many days on Facebook 
via YouTube. We invite everyone 
to tune him in for inspiration for 
their day.

 Our Sunday worship service 
is broadcast on the MAHS radio 
station, WMSS 91.1 FM at 3 p.m. 
every Sunday afternoon. Listen 
on the radio or the Internet at 
www.pennlive.com/wmss/audio. 
Check us out on our website at 
www.newbeginningschurchmid-
dletownpa.com.

 Pastor Britt’s parting words 
each Sunday: “Nothing in this 
world is more important than the 
love of  Jesus Christ!” We invite 
you to come and experience this 
love.

Presbyterian Congregation of Middletown
 The Presbyterian Congregation is located at 
the corner of  Union and Water streets in 
downtown Middletown. We are a body of  
Christian people who reach out to others by 
sharing God’s Word, love, and fellowship. 
Warm greetings to one and all as we seek to 
grow closer to our Lord Jesus Christ.

 Mon., 
Jan. 1: Of-

fice closed – Happy New Year!
 Thurs., Jan. 4: 7:15 p.m., choir.
 Sun., Jan. 7: Youth at PCMDT.
 Please join us at 10:30 a.m. on 

Sunday, January 7 as our Pas-
tor Bruce Humphrey leads us 
in worship. Our sanctuary is 
air-conditioned and handicapped 
accessible, and there are also 
hearing devices for anyone want-
ing to use one. Nursery is avail-
able during the service, as well as 
Bible Listening bags for children 
to utilize during the service. Do 

join us!
 Our electronic newsletter can 

be accessed anytime at www.pc-
mdt.org...click on “resources”…
click on “newsletter.” (These 
are PDF files should open with 
Adobe Acrobat).

 The Parish Nurse is available 
by calling the church office at 
717-944-4322. For further infor-
mation, see our website www.
pcmdt.org, visit our Facebook 
page (www.facebook.com/Pres-
byterianCongregation), or call 
the office.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Spring & 
Union Streets (121 N. Spring St), Middle-
town is a Reconciling In Christ Church. 
Please join us for worship. Our worship 
times are: Sunday morning worship at 10 
a.m. Sunday Church School for all ages 
begins at 9 a.m.; Wednesday morning at 10 
a.m.; Saturday evening at 5 p.m. Please 
enter the church through the parking lot 

door. Our Sunday worship service is broadcast at 11 a.m. on 
WMSS 91.1FM.

Church and Community 
Events:

 Sat., Jan. 6: 5 p.m., Holy Com-
munion – Sanctuary. 

 Sun., Jan. 7: 9 a.m., Luther 
Hall Sundays. Classes for all 
ages, everyone is welcome to at-
tend; 10 a.m., Holy Communion. 
Spirit and Truth Band will lead 
worship. 

 Community Interest: The 
Middletown Historical Society, 
29 E. Main St., is open every 
Wednesday from 9:30 a.m. to 
noon. Admission is free; Com-
munity dinner will be held on 
Mon., Jan. 8 from 4:30 to 6:30 p.m. 
or until food is gone. Entrée is 
lasagna.

 Food Pantry News: Especially 
needed are personal care/toiletry 
items: toilet tissue, deodorants, 
toothbrushes, toothpaste, sham-
poos, conditioners, cotton swabs, 
tissues, soap, paper towels, etc. 
Items collected are taken to the 
Middletown Area Interfaith Food 
Pantry located at 201 Wyoming 
Street, Royalton. Individuals may 
also take items directly to the 
food pantry, which is open Tues-
days and Fridays, from 10 a.m. to 
12:30 pm. The Community Action 
Commission office is open Tues-
days and Fridays, from 8 a.m. to 
5 p.m., at the same location. Food 
Pantry Sunday is Jan. 7.

 Visit our website at www.stpe-

tersmiddletown.org.
 Check us out on Facebook 

- St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
Middletown, PA. Go ahead “like” 
our Facebook page. Remember, 
if  you “Like” and “Follow” us 
on Facebook when there are 
new “posts” you will be notified. 
Thanks.

 Scripture for January 7: Gen-
esis 1:1-5; Psalm 29; Acts 19:1-7; 
Mark 1:4-11.

Share life’s important moments with 
friends and neighbors.  

Place a celebration ad to commemorate 
a special birthday or anniversary. Let our 

creative department make a one-of-a-kind 
celebration ad just for you. 

Looking for 
a  special way 
to celebrate a 

milestone?
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Londonderry Township’s Boy 
Scout Troop 97’s December Court 
of  Honor possessed  many sur-
prises that provided some extra 
holiday cheer. 

Life Scout Bryce Mills served 
as the master of  ceremonies. He 
presented a very  unsuspecting 
Scout master with the Volunteer 
of  Honor Award, which goes to an 
adult volunteer who goes above 
and beyond in helping the troop. 

Assistant Scout Master Bill Lee 
serves as a camping chaperone, a 
quartermaster lead, a merit badge 
counselor, a cooking guru and as 
a Scout master. He designed and 
organized  the troop’s gear and 
taught Scouts how to maintain 
and inventory both the cooking 
and camping equipment. He has 
been instrumental in updating 
equipment and gear.

Scout Master Kevin Little 
continued the surprises when he 
presented George Heberlig with 
a Gratitude Award. Heberlig has 
served in numerous capacities 
for the Boy Scouts of  America for 
more than 45 years. He began his 
volunteer work with Londonderry 
Township’s  Pack 97 and then 
quickly became involved as a com-
mittee member on the pack and 
troop levels, as a committee chair-
man and Scout master for Troop 
97, and as a charter representative 
for Londonderry Fire Company, 
which is the pack and the troop’s 
sponsor. George remains active as 
a committee representative for the 
Londonderry Scouting Complex. 

Little surprised Cameron Lyons 
for First Aid Skill, and Assistant 
Scout Master Matthew Pauley rec-
ognized 20 Scouts for their partici-
pation in the annual Scouting for 
Food community service project.

Eagle Scout Jake O'Donnell 
was sworn in as a junior assistant 
Scout master in an  unexpected 
and  elaborate ceremony. When 
Jake turns 18, he has committed 
to becoming an assistant Scout 
master so that he can encourage 
younger Scouts the way his prede-
cessors encouraged him.

Advancement Chairwoman 
Julie Myers and Committee 
Chairman Ted Pauley presented 
more than 50 merit badges. Citi-
zenship merit badges were very 
popular, including Citizenship 
of  the World, Citizenship in the 
Community and  Citizenship of  
the Nation. 

The favorite hands-on merit 
badges included cooking, plumb-
ing and rifle shooting. Backpack-
ing and hiking were the favored 
outdoor merit badges this quarter. 
Quite a few Eagle Scout-required 
merit badges were awarded 
including family life, personal 
management, personal fitness 
and communications.

Assistant Scout Master Chris 
Hoyt swore in Mason Barrick as a 
second class Scout. Mason is mas-
tering the skills to become an avid 
outdoorsman. He has repeatedly 
camped in a tent that he pitched on 
a site he selected. Many of  those 
times he planned his own menu 
and cooked his own food. He can 
tie the knots and lashings needed 
to build his camp.

Leo Nissley and Luke Spangen-
berg were awarded the rank of first 
class Scout by Bill Lee. As first 
class Scouts, the two have become 
more comfortable with nature. 
They can identify local animals 
and plants, including  poisonous 
plants and snakes. They have 
begun to learn about citizenship 
and know what it means to be part 
of  a family, a community and a 

nation. They have discussed their 
rights and responsibilities as a 
citizen with their leaders. They 
know first aid.

The Star Scout  oath was ad-
ministered to Brayden Harris by 
Matthew Pauley. To attain Star 
Scout rank, Brayden completed 
additional merit badges, com-
pleted numerous community 
service hours and helped guide 
younger Scouts to advance in their 
own ranks.

Brothers Bryce Mills and Ian 

Mills advanced to Life Scout when 
they were sworn in by Assistant 
Scout Master Ed Barrick. They are 
in the process of  completing their 
merit badges and then will both 
search for ideas for their Eagle 
Scout community service projects.

Jake O'Donnell and Colby Stif-
fler were recognized for earning 
their Eagle Scout ranks. They rep-
resent two of  four Eagle Scouts for 
Troop 97 in 2017. Jake's Eagle Scout 
project benefited the Middletown 
Hunters and Anglers. He built 

rifle tables and made significant 
improvements to their rifle ranges. 
Colby cleared large areas of  land 
to accommodate boat racks that 
he built for the Middletown Res-
ervoir. These Eagle Scouts will 
announce details of  their Court 
of  Honors in the very near future 
where they will officially receive 
their “wings.”

Finally, Eagle Scout Garrett 
Little was recognized by Assistant 
Scout Master Joe Jilka for earn-
ing his second Silver Palm. Eagle 
Scout ranks are rare, and palms 
are even rarer. It recognizes the 
fact that Garrett has earned an 
additional 30 merit badges above 
and beyond the requirements of  
Eagle Scout. He also demonstrat-
ed living up to the expectations of  
the Scout Oath and Law and was 
active in the troop. Garrett serves 
as a junior assistant Scout master 

and will be promoted to assistant 
scout master when he turns 18 in 
the spring.

Bryce Mills asked Troop Trea-
surer Ralph O’Donnell to en-
tertain the Scouts with a gift 
exchange game of  “Left, Right 
Night Before Christmas.” The 
evening concluded with holiday 
refreshments while watching a 
video that recapped recent Scout-
ing adventures.

Upcoming events include Klon-
dike at Hidden Valley Scout Res-
ervation, Loysville; first aid/CPR 
training; and camping at the Lon-
donderry Scouting Complex and 
Army Heritage Center/Sky Zone 
Camp-out. Readers may contact 
Kevin LIttle at 717-944-1957 or Ted 
Pauley at 717-944-2766 for more 
information. 

Troop 97 is sponsored by the 
Londonderry Fire Company.

Honors, surprises at Troop 97 event

Scouts from Troop 97 show off the gifts that they received during their annual gift exchange game during the 2017 Holiday Court of Honor that took place 
at the Londonderry Scouting Complex.

 Life Scout Bryce Mills surprised Assistant Scout Master Bill Lee with the 
title of Volunteer of Honor. He received a long standing ovation from the 
Scouts.

Eagle Scout Jake O'Donnell, left, is sworn in as junior assistant Scout master 
by Scout Master Kevin Little. Jake has committed to become an assistant 
Scout master when he turns 18.

Mason Barrick was awarded the rank 
of second class Scout. He now has 
the skills of an outdoorsman.

Luke Spangenberg, above, and Leo 
Nissley, below, took the oath of 
first class Scout. Both boys have 
been part of the Scouting program 
for seven years and are on the path 
to Eagle.

Above, Star Scout rank was 
bestowed to Brayden Harris. Left, 
Scout Master Kevin Little surprises 
George Heberlig with a Gratitude 
Award for dedicating more than 45 
years to Londonderry Township’s 
Scouting programs.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Garrett Little earned the honor 
of being awarded the Eagle Scout 
second silver palm. Only 10 percent 
of all Scouts make it to Eagle. It 
is even rarer to earn a palm. Garrett 
has earned six palms in the Scouting 
program.

Lower Dauphin Middle School 
seventh-grader Toby Waters knew 
that Ecuador was the smallest and 
most densely populated country 
on South America’s Pacific coast. 
That knowledge earned him the 
win in the school’s annual Geog-
raphy Bee.

Toby, the son of  Pam and David 
Waters, won the school’s spelling 
bee the week before the Geography 
Bee. He is the school’s second stu-
dent to win both bees in the same 
year, a feat last accomplished in 
the 2000-01 school year.

Toby outdueled eighth-grader 
Katie Estes in the first round of  the 
championship tie-breaker after 
they were still deadlocked after 

the three championship questions. 
Katie is the daughter of  Stephanie 
and Nathan Estes.

They emerged from the finals in 
which seven students competed 
for five rounds for the right to go 
one-on-one in the championship 
round. The bee started with 15 
contestants who answered seven 
rounds of  questions on topics 
ranging from states and conti-
nents to physical and historical 
geography and even state birds.

Toby will take a written exam 
later in the school year for a chance 
to represent the school at the state 
geography bee April 6.

“This is a very challenging con-
test,” said Maria Miller, middle 

school assistant principal and 
bee moderator. “It takes a lot to 
make it through to the final round 

— confidence, patience, concentra-
tion, and, of  course, a whole lot of  
geographical knowledge.”

Superintendent Sherri Smith, left, and Assistant Principal Maria Miller, right, 
share a moment Toby Waters and Katie Estes after the bee Friday, Dec. 8.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Toby Waters and Katie Estes face off in the championship round of the LD 
Middle School’s Geography Bee.

Top LD Middle School speller also wins Geography Bee
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